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Introduction. 
 

We have been called out of darkness into Elohim’s marvelous light: Yahshua said in Matthew 5: 16, “Let your 
light shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 
The following is some wisdom that I copied from a South African magazine entitled ‘Jewish Life’ ISSUE 12 
OCTOBER 2008:  
 

Lamed ל 
 
Lamed is the twelfth letter of the Hebrew alphabet and has the numerical value of thirty.  Lamed is related to 
the word lamad, and means to teach or to learn.  Shaped like a shepherd’s crook – which in itself represents 
authority – Lamed stands in the middle of the alphabet and is also the largest letter.  While man has a duty to 
teach G-d’s word, he can only do so once he has acquired knowledge. The fact that the alphabet’s tallest letter 
represents the imparting and gaining of understanding draws our attention to the source of all learning, namely 
the Torah.  In turn, the study of Torah should prompt us into the fulfillment of mitzvos.   However, as our Sages 
teach, study is not an end in itself for “Anyone whose deeds exceed his knowledge, his knowledge will endure, 
but anyone whose knowledge exceeds his deeds, his knowledge will not endure.”(Pirkei Avos 3: 12) JL 
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Genesis 
Genesis 1 to 6: 8 (B’resheet). 

 
Commencing in Genesis 1: 1 we read: “In the beginning Elohim created the heavens and the earth.” For 
us who have proven the existence of YHVH our Elohim and that the Scriptures is the word of Elohim from 
Genesis to Revelation, YHVH created the universes through His Word, and we cannot argue the point, as we 
read in Psalm 33: 6: ‘By the word of YHVH the heavens were made.’ 

From the very beginning our Father YHVH planned to bring forth beings that could become his helpers. These 
helpers or ‘children’ would be like Him in every respect. They would have His character reproduced in them by 
His Set-apart Spirit. Each one of these created beings would have freedom to choose between right and 
wrong. YHVH commenced His plan to reproduce Himself by creating powerful spiritual beings called angels. 
These angels were free moral agents, with the ability to choose to go the way of YHVH: the way of giving and 
sharing; or the wrong way - which is in essence a way of get. For millions of years these angels followed the 
correct way, until one day, a third of the angels followed the archangel Lucifer in rebellion against YHVH to 
take over His throne in the third heaven. They fought against the other two thirds of the created angels, still 
loyal to the Eternal. However, they were overcome and thrown down to earth, where they are now living as 
fallen angels or demons (Revelation 12: 3 and the 1

st
 part of verse 4). Satan, who was perfect in all his ways, 

prior to his rebellion, unlike us, who are partly blinded and do not have all knowledge, sinned with full 
knowledge. These angels, who are spirit beings, could therefore not change once they had decided to follow a 
life of wrongdoing (Isaiah 14: 12 - 15). 

As a result of the war between the angels and demons, it left the world formless and void or in confusion 
(‘Tohu’ and ‘bohu’ in Hebrew). As we read in 1 Corinthians 14: 33, YHVH is not the author of confusion and did 
not create the Universe in that state. This is the condition we see the earth in when we open our Scriptures at 
Genesis 1: 2. At that point in time YHVH decides to recreate the heavens and the earth. From reading the first 
chapter of Genesis we notice that we are different from the plants and animals that YHVH our Elohim created. 
We read in Genesis 1: 21: ‘And Elohim created the great sea monsters, and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and 
Elohim saw that it was good.’ Continuing on in verses 25 and 26 of Genesis 1, we read: ‘And Elohim made 
the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the 
ground after its kind; and Elohim saw that it was good. (26) Then Elohim said, “Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our Likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.”’ Here we see that we are different form animals. We see that, different to them, we are made in the 
image of Elohim. We were created to have a relationship with YHVH our Elohim, distinctly different to the 
animal life that Elohim created. The image of Elohim is a manifestation of Elohim which served as the pattern 
or blue print according to which Adam was created.  

The question is: why did YHVH create us? If we consider all the birds, fish and animals that Elohim created, 
we realize that very few of them are able to think, plan and/or make what they planned and designed. Yes, 
weaver birds build nests and beavers build dams, but all their nests and dams are built according to the same 
model. They are never able to improve or make their nests or dams according to another pattern. They like all 
animals and insects do things strictly according to instinct and not by design, like their human counter parts, 
do. Human beings are able to design and build homes, cars, airplanes, ships, submarines, computers and 
whatever they require to achieve their goals. Over time man learned to use metals, make bricks and build 
phenomenal structures. Mankind developed explosives allowing him to literally move mountains. However, 
because our forefathers did not obey YHVH in the Garden of Eden, mankind also learnt how to develop 
explosives powerful enough to destroy the entire population of the earth a number of times over. Why did 
YHVH create man with such incredible intellect to make whatever is required to make life easy, yet so 
destructive and totally helpless to solve key problems?  When studying the Scriptures, we will soon realize that 
when YHVH created man in the beginning, man was not in his final finished form.  

YHVH created mankind from physical matter, in His image, with mind power to think, plan and create. But, He 
created them with free moral agency to decide between good and evil. YHVH planned mankind to eventually 
become the ultimate masterpiece of all his creation – when finished millions of us, subsequently will be made 
spirit beings in the kingdom of Elohim. We read in Genesis 2: 7: ‘Then YHVH Elohim formed man of dust 
from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.’  
When YHVH breathed into man the breath of life he became a living soul. We read in John 4: 24 that Elohim is 
composed of Spirit and not of physical matter. Nowhere in the Scriptures do we read about an immortal soul. 
As opposed to man, YHVH being composed of Spirit, is immortal and cannot die. We read in Genesis 3: 19, 
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YHVH said to Adam, “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, 
because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Even though eternal life 
was available to Adam and Eve, they did not embrace it yet. We read accordingly in Genesis 3: 22 that they 
did not take from the tree of life, which was also in the midst of the garden, to eat of it and live forever. 

Man at that time had to make a choice. They had to choose to eat the fruit of the tree of life, or the forbidden 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. They had to show through their lives that they would develop the perfect 
character of YHVH and follow His way of life. But, YHVH has allowed all of mankind to be led into sin by Satan, 
thus allowing us to see for ourselves where disobedience to His teachings leads us. We read in the first part of 
Romans 6: 23: ‘For the wages of sin is death.’ As opposed to Satan's lie, that after disobeying YHVH our 
forefathers would not die, death was introduced. Induced by the lies and temptation of Satan, Adam and Eve 
sinned. Since then all humankind have sinned and fall short of the esteem of YHVH. Death spread to all 
humankind through the sins of our forefathers. We’ve seen that the wages of sin is death and as opposed to 
Satan's lie, that after disobeying YHVH, our forefathers would not die, death was introduced. This was indeed 
a bleak picture, which left humankind in a miserable condition.  

Reading from Genesis 3: 21 we see: “And YHVH Elohim made garments of skin
1
 for Adam and his wife, 

and clothed them.” YHVH did not slaughter a lamb and covered them in lamb skin after their sin – no He put 
skin (derma) on their bodies. Many Christians, Messianic Jews and even Nazarene Jews/Israelites believe that 
in the account in Genesis 3: 21 YHVH slaughtered a lamb as sacrifice for their sin and dressed Adam and Eve 
in lamb skin. However, the Scriptures do not say that. YHVH did not start the sacrificial system at this stage.  
Later when Abraham was to sacrifice Isaac, YHVH showed Abraham that He will eventually provide Himself 
the lamb as a sacrifice to redeem us back from the sins of the world. He will pay our indebtedness due, 
resulting from our sins, as our Kinsman Redeemer. Originally our forefathers were destined to live forever they 
were created in the image of Elohim according to Genesis 1: 27.  We know from Colossians 1: 15 that 
Yahshua is the visible image of the invisible Elohim.  

Before they sinned Adam and Eve looked like the image of Elohim described in Ezekiel 1: 26 – 28, as follows: 
‘Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something resembling a throne, like lapis 
lazuli in appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, high up, was a figure with the appearance 
of a man. (27) Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like glowing 
metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the appearance of His loins downward I saw 
something like fire; and there was a radiance around Him. (28) As the appearance of the rainbow in the 
clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance 
of the likeness of the glory of YHVH. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.’  
This is similar to what Yahshua looked like, when He was transfigured before Kepha (Peter), Yaakov (James) 
and Yochanan (John) in Matthew 17: 2, in this way: ‘And He was transfigured before them; and His face 
shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.’ YHVH is covered in light as we read in 
Psalm 104: 1 & 2: ‘Bless YHVH, O my soul! O YHVH my Elohim, Thou art very great; Thou art clothed 
with splendor and majesty, (2) covering Thyself with light as a cloak, stretching out heaven like a tent 
curtain.’  Those of us who are called at this time will one day again be clothed in light, to become immortal 
spiritual beings, if we overcome and make it into the kingdom of Elohim. We read about this in 2 Corinthians 5: 
1 – 4, as follows: ‘For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a 
building from Elohim, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. (2) For indeed in this 
house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven; (3) inasmuch as we, having put 
it on, shall not be found naked. (4) For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, 
because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life.’ Yes, immediately after creation, mankind looked like the transfigured Yahshua, 
covered in light. However, when they sinned, their light covering was removed and they were covered in skin. 
Since then all men are destined to die once; we are physical and therefore we age and eventually die.  

Next we read about the events that occurred to man after they were driven out of the garden of Eden. Adam 
and Eve conceived and gave birth to Cain. After this she gave birth to Cain’s brother and called him Abel. In 
Genesis 4: 3 – 5  we read for the first time about the concept of first fruits; we see here, that YHVH had no 
regard for Cain’s offering, as follows: ‘So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering 
to YHVH of the fruit of the ground. (4) And Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock 
and of their fat portions. And YHVH had regard for Abel and for his offering; (5) but for Cain and for his 

                                                           
1
 In Hebrew both the word light (אור) and skin (עור) are pronounced as ‘ohr’, however, the word light is spelled with an aleph and skin 

with an ayin.  
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offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.’ The reason why Cain’s 
offering was not accepted by YHVH, was that it was not of the first fruit of the ground, as was the case with 
Abel’s offering; of the firstlings of his flock. Even though Cain was the firstborn son of Adam and Eve, he lost 
his firstborn right to Abel, because of disobedience. The account of Cain and his brother Abel conclude, with 
Cain killing his brother. Cain went out from the presence of YHVH and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 
Then Adam and Eve had another son whom they called Seth. We read at the end of Genesis 4 in verse 26, 
when a son was born to Seth, he named him Enosh and ‘Then men began to call upon the name of YHVH.’ 
The meanings of the Hebrew names of our original ancestors in Genesis 5 reveal (YHVH)’s plan to send His 
suffering Messiah, as a mortal, who would die for us:  

In Hebrew: Adam means ‘man’; Seth means ‘appointed’; Enosh means ‘mortal’; Kenan means ‘sorrow’; 
Mahalalel means ‘the blessed Elohim’; Jared means ‘shall come down’; Enoch means ‘teaching’; Methuselah  
means ‘his death shall bring’; Lamech means ‘the despairing’; and Noah means ‘rest’ or ‘comfort.’  

Reading this genealogy of names as a sentence, translating them from Hebrew to English, we get: “Man is 
appointed mortal sorrow. The blessed Elohim shall come down, teaching that His death shall bring the 
despairing comfort.”

  

This shows indirectly but clearly that the Elohim Incarnated Messiah would give His life for us, as Yahshua did. 

Finally we read in Genesis 6, that the sons of Elohim, i.e. those people who walked with Elohim like Noah did, 
took for themselves daughters of men, who bore children to them. These daughters of men were obviously the 
offspring of Cain, who went from the presence of Elohim, and were no longer known as the ‘sons’ of Elohim. 
Now I know that there are some who insist that this is talking about children of the fallen angels or demons, but 
this cannot be true as Yahshua, who is YHVH in the flesh, said that angels cannot have marital relations in 
Matthew 22: 30, as follows: “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are 
like angels in heaven.” Cain’s children were brutal wicked people and the result of this union with them, 
resulted in what we read in verse 5 & 6 of Genesis 6, as follows: ‘Then YHVH saw that the wickedness of 
man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
(6) And YHVH was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.’ We 
conclude this parasha with the words: ‘But Noah found favor in the eyes of YHVH.’ 
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Genesis 6: 9 to 11: 32 (Noach). 
 

In this week’s parasha we find the world in much the same condition in which it is at present, as we read in 
Genesis 6: 11: ‘Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of Elohim, and the earth was filled with violence.’ 
In fact this is exactly what Yahshua prophesied in Matthew 24: 37 – 39, saying: ‘For the coming of the Son 
of Man will be just like the days of Noah. (38) For as in those days which were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 
the ark, (39) and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the 
coming of the Son of Man be.’ 
 
What is the important lesson that we learn from this parasha? In the previous parasha we saw that our original 
parents, were tricked by Satan to eat from the tree which YHVH forbid them to eat, namely the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. Death and sin was introduced as a result of their disobedience. However, at the 
beginning of this week’s parasha, it talks of one righteous man, a glimmer of hope for mankind, as we read in 
verse 9 of Genesis 6: ‘These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless in his time; Noah walked with Elohim.’ Next we see YHVH telling Noah that He is going to 
destroy all flesh, because of the violence in the world. However, YHVH tells Noah to build an ark, to protect 
him and his family, as well as a pair of every living thing of all flesh.  
 
We notice here the ‘kosher’ food laws coming into operation long before Mount Sinai, when YHVH instructs 
Noah in Genesis 7: 2. Elohim told Noah that clean animals were to go into the ark by seven pairs, but that the 
unclean animals were limited to only a single pair. Clearly Noah knew the difference between clean and 
unclean animals by then. Before the flood, mankind only ate plants, but in Genesis 9: 3, YHVH said to Noah: 
“Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you (obviously only the clean animals already specified); 
I give all to you, as I gave the green plant” (in Genesis 1: 29). The laws of clean and unclean food are like 
the law of gravity and the moral laws — they were in effect since the very creation of man. We read in Genesis 
7: 5: ‘And Noah did according to all that YHVH commanded him.’ Then the rain came and as we read in 
verse 12 of Genesis 7: ‘And the rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.’ Noah followed the 
teachings of Elohim (or walked with Elohim) faithfully. We read about this in Hebrews 11: 7: ‘By faith Noah, 
being warned by Elohim about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of 
his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is 
according to faith.’ This is in fact how YHVH wants us to follow the teachings in His word. If we obey His 
word without contradicting the same by our actions, we will be saved, as Noah was saved from the flood. 
 
Mankind rejected the way of Elohim and rejection of Elohim equals judgment. It was for this very reason that 
Noah condemned the world. We read in John 3: 17 & 18, that this was also said about Yahshua’s first 
advent, as follows: “For Elohim did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 
world should be saved through Him. (18) He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 
believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
Elohim.” This tells us that sinful unbelieving people are condemned by not trusting and accepting the only 
begotten Son of Elohim. The second witness to this is the verse before the one in which we read about Noah’s 
faith in Hebrews 11: 7, i.e. verse 6, stating: ‘And without faith it is impossible to please Him (Elohim), for 
he who comes to Elohim must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.’  
Like at the time of Noah, YHVH has provided us with an ark of salvation, where we can once again enter in 
and find protection from the coming storm, known as the great tribulation. We read therefore in John 3: 36, 
Yochanan the Immerser saying: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of Elohim abides on him.” 

The flood that occurred in Noah’s time was not the first time that YHVH blotted out with water what Satan had 
caused. In 2 Peter 3: 5 & 6 we read: ‘For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word 
of Elohim the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, (6) 
through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.’ This happened when 
Lucifer tried to elevate himself on a position equal to YHVH and to take over the government of the Universe. 
YHVH had to bring judgment upon Lucifer and as a result the contaminated earth perished. The earth’s axial 
position in reference to its journey around the sun shifted by more than 23 degrees and caused a pendulum 
effect to the waters of the earth, moving to and fro, until it eventually came to rest. Evidence of animal hordes 
and plant fragments destroyed by the swirling waters, inundated the continents with animal fossils and 
destroyed plant life bearing witness to this earth shaking catastrophe. The world in Noah’s day did not perish 
and his ark drifted only a few hundred miles without sails. But the catastrophe caused by Lucifer’s rebellion 
carried masses of ice and rock for thousands of miles. The earth underwent a catastrophe, known by geologist 
as the ‘Ice Age’. All life forms perished and the earth became formless and void and Elohim blotted out with 
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water everything that Satan had done. This is similar to our immersion into Yahshua’s saving Name, when 
YHVH blots out from His memory our past sins.  

However, as YHVH promised in the covenant that He made with Noah in Genesis 9: 12 – 15, saying: “This is 
the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with 
you, for all successive generations; (13) I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of the 
covenant between Me and the earth. (14) And it shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, 
that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, (15) and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to 
destroy all flesh.”  The rainbow is one of many proofs that YHVH exists. However, there are some who try to 
deny this phenomenon, by offering a scientific explanation for it, thus contradicting YHVH our Elohim with their 
‘superior intellect’. We see that the next time the earth and its inhabitants will be subjected to total destruction, 
will be at the end of the age, after the second resurrection, as is recorded in 2 Peter 3: 7, as follows: ‘But the 
present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men.’ 
 
After the flood Noah and his sons started all over again. Next we find that Noah planted a vineyard and 
produced wine. He drinks too much and gets drunk. This unfortunately leads to what is known as the curse of 
Noah. Many believe that the curse of Noah has to do with the black nations being cursed by Noah to become 
slaves to the other nations of the world. However, the curse of Noah has to do with the abuse of alcohol or 
drugs and has nothing to do with race. All of the nations/races of the world are open to the abuse of alcohol, 
which in turn leads to poverty, resulting in such alcohol and drug abusers becoming the servants and laborers 
to those who know their limits. We need to warn our children about habit forming drugs, ensuring that they do 
not come under the dreaded curse of Noah.  
 
Finally we come to the man named Nimrod. The name Nimrod means ‘we will rebel’. We read in Genesis 10: 8 
& 9: ‘Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth. (9) He was a 
mighty hunter before YHVH; therefore it is said’ “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before (or against) 
YHVH.” We read in verse 10 of Genesis 10 that the beginning of Nimrod’s kingdom was Babel (and Erech and 
Accad and Calneh) in the land of Shinar or present day Babylon. Nimrod also built the city of Nineveh in 
Assyria, amongst other.  We also read in Genesis 11, that at that time the world used the same language. We 
read further that the inhabitants of the earth journeyed east and settled in the land of Shinar (Babylon).  Next 
we read that the people started making bricks and mortar and commenced building a city and a tower which 
they planned to reach into heaven. They were definitely inspired by Satan, who many years before said 
according to Isaiah 14: 14: ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most 
High.’ 
 
In verse 4 of Genesis 11 we read that the people also said: ‘Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a 
tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name; lest we be scattered 
abroad over the face of the whole earth.’  The people decided to make for themselves a name – i.e. give 
glory to themselves rather than to the Name of YHVH our Elohim.  The giant tower unified the people and 
YHVH knew that they would be able to accomplish any evil plan that came into their minds. But Elohim was 
much smarter; He simply divided the people into various groups changing their one language into many. 
Imagine the sort of confusion that resulted – no one could understand the person he was working next to. 
From then on Elohim grouped the people of the world by languages.  Continuing on in verse 10 of Genesis 11, 
we read the records of the generations of Shem. From these records, we gather that the language of the 
generations of Shem did not change. In verse 26 of Genesis 11, we read that Terah became the father of 
Abram, Nahor and Haran. We see that Terah took Abram his son, Lot his late brother’s son, his grandson and 
Sarai, Abram’s wife and moved from Ur of the Chaldeans to the land of Caanan, as far as Haran, where they 
finally settled. We end this week’s parasha in verse 32 of Genesis 11, where we read about the death of 
Abram’s father. 
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Genesis 12 verse 1 – 17 verse 27 (Lech L’Cha). 
 
YHVH said to Abram in Genesis 12: 1 – 3: “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from 
your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; (2) and I will make you a great nation, and I will 
bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing. (3) And I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” YHVH commanded Abram and on the condition that he obeyed, he was made an eternal promise. 
YHVH started the world from this point on with one man who obeyed Him. 
  
Abram did not argue with YHVH at all. In fact we read from the Scriptures in Genesis 12: 4: ‘So Abram went 
forth.’ YHVH established Abram, whose name He later changed to Abraham, as the father of united Israel. 
YHVH later promised the land of Canaan to Abram and his descendants after him, for an everlasting 
possession. YHVH said to him in Genesis 17: 10 & 11: “This is My covenant, which you shall keep 
between Me and you and your descendants after you; every male among you shall be circumcised. (11) 
And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between Me and you.”  
 
Of this new nation of Israel that YHVH started, He said in Isaiah 43: 21: “The people whom I formed for 
Myself, will declare My praise.” This specific prophesy will soon be fulfilled, when all Israel will be saved. 
Few people today realize that there is a duality which runs throughout the plan that YHVH is working out here 
below (on the earth). There was the first Adam, physical and carnal, and there is Messiah, who is the second 
Adam, who is spiritual and divine. Similarly there was the original Covenant which was physical (or material) 
and temporal. And there is the renewed Covenant which is spiritual and therefore eternal. YHVH also made 
man mortal from the dust of the ground and of the human kind; but through Messiah we may be begotten 
immortal, spiritual and of the Elohim kind.  
 
In like manner there were two phases to the promises that YHVH made with Abraham. One was material and 
national, and the other spiritual and individual. Most students of the Scriptures are aware of the spiritual 
promise of Messiah and salvation through Him. Most students understand that YHVH gave a spiritual promise 
to Abraham of the Messiah to be born as Abraham’s descendant, and that salvation comes through Messiah to 
us.  YHVH made a twofold promise to Abram in Genesis 12. He said: ‘I will make you a great nation (a 
promise of race in verse 2)’ and ‘in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed (a promise of grace in 
verse 3).’ The last promise is repeated in Genesis 22: 18: “And in your seed all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” It is at this point where Christianity has fallen into 
error, or spiritual blindness. They do not see the two-fold promise that YHVH made to Abraham. They know 
about the Messianic promise of spiritual salvation through Messiah, but they miss the point that YHVH gave 
Abraham promises of physical race as well as spiritual grace. Christianity falsely assumed that the promises 
are that believers go to heaven at death. However, the promise of ‘a great nation’ refers to race and not the 
one ‘seed’, who was Messiah according to Galatians 3:  16: ‘Now the promises were spoken to Abraham 
and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your 
seed,” that is Messiah.’ Yes, we know that Messiah was the Son of Elohim, but also the son of Abraham.   
 
Israel was to become many nations.  Notice carefully and understand the promises. In Genesis 17: 1 - 5, we 
read: “Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, YHVH appeared to Abram and said to Him, “I am 
Elohim Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless. (2) And I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.” (3) And Abram fell on his face, and Elohim talked with 
him, saying, (4) “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude 
of nations. (5) No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I will 
make you the father of a multitude of nations.” Also notice that the promise was conditional upon 
Abraham’s obedience and blameless living. The ‘great nation’ now becomes a ‘multitude of nations’ and can 
definitely not refer to the one seed, Messiah. 
 
In verse 6 of Genesis 17 we read: “And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come forth from you.” There will come forth out of Abraham nations and kings – 
physical generation - multiple seed. In verses 7 and 8 of Genesis 17 we see: “And I will establish My 
covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be an Elohim to you and to your descendants after you. (8) And I will give to 
you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their Elohim.” Notice that the land is promised to plural descendants 
of whom YHVH is ‘their’ and not ‘his’ Elohim. Yes, the future of the great nations of the world rest on the 
promises that YHVH made to Abraham. The hope of life after death for anyone, regardless of race, is 
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dependent upon the spiritual part of the promises made to Abraham – the promise of mercy and favor through 
Messiah, the ‘one seed’ of Abraham.  
 
The children of Abraham have indeed become a multitude of nations. But, they lost their identity because they 
started keeping pagan holidays such as Sunday, X-mas and Easter, like the pagan nations amongst whom 
they lived. They forgot the commandments of YHVH and are no longer His people. They have also forgotten 
the name of YHVH and even though some know that Yahshua died for their sins, they do not know His real 
name. In addition they do not know that they are Israelites who should keep the Torah commands of YHVH. 
They worship a three-headed deity whom they call G-d and do not keep the Feast Days of Elohim any longer: 
They do also not for this reason, understand Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind. This deception is 
Satan's way to keep these Israelites from knowing their ultimate human potential - to become sons of Elohim in 
His everlasting Kingdom on earth. 
 
The promises to Abraham are not casual unimportant promises; they are foundational to the establishment of 
the greatest powers in the world. During the years 718 – 721 BCE the original Israelites were exiled by the 
Assyrians. They lost their identity and their descendants are to be found throughout the world, but mainly 
amongst the so-called ‘Gentile’ peoples of Northwest Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa.  The Jews in Israel and those in the Diaspora are mainly descended from the tribe of Judah. The 
early Israelites are proven to have migrated to the west and over many years formed the nations of France, 
Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, The USA, Great Britain, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. The most prominent tribes were Joseph; Ephraim and Manasseh are 
mainly to be found in the present day English-speaking nations; the tribe of Reuben became the forefather of 
the French; Benjamin the forefather of Belgium; Zebulon the forefather of the Dutch; Asher gave rise to the 
Scots; Issachar the Swiss; Dan contributed to the Welsh and Irish and fathered the Danes and so on. Issachar 
was dominating in Switzerland and Zebulon in Holland, but groups of both tribes were found in each country. 
The Scots and the Jews are amongst the most intelligent people in the world and many scientific 
breakthroughs may be attributed to both these groups. 
 
Some of the Israelite seed of Abraham were colonized Europeans from the eighteenth to twentieth centuries. 
The overall effects of colonialism were in the most beneficial, despite claims to the contrary. British, Dutch and 
French colonialism put an end to  internecine (mutually destructive) warfare, ended human sacrifice and 
slavery, founded and improved irrigation systems, reformed agricultural practices and public hygiene, built 
bridges, roads, public works and many other beneficial things in the nations that they colonized. The colonial 
powers made large investments and improved the lives of the population greatly. The investments benefited all 
parties – which is part of the blessing of Abraham, with which all the nations whom Israel came in contact with, 
were blessed. 

Turning back to Genesis 15, we notice that our father in the faith, Abraham, was circumcised at a very old age. 
However, we see in his case that he believed YHVH before he was circumcised. This is recorded for us in 
Genesis 15: 6 as follows: ‘Then he believed in YHVH; and He (YHVH) reckoned it to him (Abram) as 
righteousness.’ When he was circumcised as a sign of the covenant between him and YHVH, his name was 
changed to Abraham. Since then all Israelites and their children were circumcised at the age of eight days old. 
However, many of us Israelites, who lost our identity as Israel, became like Gentiles and stopped circumcising 
our children, because we believed that the Torah was done away with. In some of our cases, our renewed 
belief in Yahshua our Messiah also came first.  

In Acts 15 there is a discussion concerning circumcision. In verse 1, we read that certain men from Judea 
(Jews) taught the brethren, that, except they are circumcised after the manner of Moses, they cannot be 
saved. In verse 2, we read that Rav Shaul and Barnabas disputed with them, and it was decided that they and 
certain others would go to Jerusalem to get the opinion of the Apostles residing there. However, when they 
presented their case, some of the Pharisees who believed on Yahshua insisted that the Gentiles should be 
circumcised and keep all the laws of Moses (verse 5). After a further discussion Yaakov (James) said in Acts 
15: 19 – 21:  “Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning (or returning) to 
Elohim from among the Gentiles, (20) but that we write to them that they abstain from things 
contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood. (21) For Moses 
from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him (Moses), since he is read in the 
synagogues every Sabbath.” This ruling of Yaakov is in agreement with the rulings of the Pharisaic Rabbis 
followed by Orthodox Jews of today. New believers should eventually follow all the requirements of the Torah, 
but is only required to follow the essential four listed in Acts 15: 20 at the beginning of their walk with Elohim. If 
we understand the ruling of Acts 15 from a Hebraic viewpoint, we will know that it does not contradict what 
Yahshua taught in Matthew 5: 19, saying: ‘Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, 
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and so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches 
them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.’  

When new believers come into the faith, we should not demand that they be circumcised as soon as they 
come to believe on Yahshua, but that they be immersed in His Saving Name for the forgiveness of their sins, 
as we read in Acts 2: 38 as follows: ‘And Kepha said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be immersed 
in the name of Yahshua Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Set-Apart Spirit.” Repentance is a process, in that, as we walk with YHVH according to the way in which 
Yahshua lived His life, we will learn to obey YHVH more fully and begin to apply His Torah teachings in our 
lives. Rav. Shaul, who was personally and privately taught by Yahshua according to Galatians 5: 11 – 12, 
made it clear that he did not teach circumcision as a requirement for salvation, or as is initially necessary for 
new converts. They will eventually, as they attend the synagogues on the Sabbath, learn to obey the Torah 
teachings of Elohim, including the reason for being circumcised. Abraham obeyed the Torah teachings of 
Elohim well before it was given to Moses on Mount Sinai. We read accordingly in Genesis 26: 5: ‘Because 
Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and my Laws.’ Is this not 
interesting? Most ministers in Christianity have taught for many years that the commandments, statutes and 
Laws of YHVH, came through Moses, who did not come on the scene until 430 years later. But here the 
Scriptures say that the Torah was known and practiced by Abraham 430 years before Moses.  

The original covenant made with Abraham is the same covenant renewed at Mount Sinai with Moses and the 
Israelites. The only difference being, that because of sin, the Sacrificial Law practiced by the Levitical 
Priesthood was added. The only thing that was different is not Torah, but how the administration for the 
remission of sins was carried out. The sacrificial law, which was the tutor mentioned in Galatians 3: 16 -19 was 
added 430 years later to the covenant, to attend to the problem of sin until Messiah, became the sacrifice – the 
lamb that died for the sins of the world. However, circumcision was never part of the sacrificial law. We read in 
Galatians 3: 29 (paraphrased) that a believer in Messiah is an heir of the promise that was made with 
Abraham. Whilst new believers are not circumcised, they are not joined to the covenant made to Abraham, and 
are therefore not a member of the family of Abraham, or the commonwealth of Israel.  

Now, in case some insist that the promise to Abraham was to his descendants, which would include Ishmael, 
you need to understand that the continuation of the promise was through Isaac and then to Jacob. We read 
accordingly in Galatians 4: 22 – 28, as follows: ‘For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the 
bondwoman and one by the free woman. (23) But the son by the bondwoman was born according to 
the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise. (24) This is allegorically speaking: for 
these women are two covenants, one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be 
slaves; she is Hagar. (25) Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children (26) But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our 
mother. (27) For it is written, “REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR; BREAK FORTH 
AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR; FOR MORE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE 
THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND.” (28) And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of 
promise.’ YHVH showed Abraham by circumcision, that even though we are not all his children through his 
bloodline, those of us who belong to Messiah, are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. This 
agrees with what we read in Romans 9: 6 & 7, as follows: ‘But it is not as though the word of Elohim has 
failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; (7) neither are they all children 
because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE 
NAMED.”’ 
 
To conclude we need to show for the record, for mentioning again in a later parasha that Abraham called on 
the name of YHVH, as is recorded in Genesis 12: 8 and Genesis 13: 4. In addition we see that Hagar called 
the name of YHVH who spoke to her, “Thou art an Elohim who sees (El roi) .” 
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Genesis 18 verse 1 – 22 verse 24 (Vayera). 
 
The transliterated name of this Torah portion is ‘Vayera’, meaning that ‘He appeared’.  We read in Genesis 18: 
1 – 5: ‘Now YHVH appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the 
heat of the day. (2) And when he lifted up his eyes and looked, behold, three men were standing 
opposite him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to 
the earth, (3) and said, “My master, if now I have found favor in your sight, please do not pass your 
servant by. (4) Please let a little water be brought and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the 
tree; (5) and I will bring a piece of bread, that you may refresh yourselves; after that you may go on, 
since you have visited your servant.” And they said, “So do as you said.”’ Who or what are these three 
visitors to Abraham? By reading to verse 13 & 14 of Genesis 18, we see that one of the visitors was YHVH, as 
follows: ‘And YHVH said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I 
am so old?’ (14) Is anything too difficult for YHVH? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this 
time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.”’ It is only in Genesis 19 verse 1, that we see that the other two 
visitors were angels, who accompanied YHVH when visiting Abraham. From previous studies, we know that 
this cannot be YHVH ‘Himself’ since according to first Timothy 1: 17, YHVH is: ‘… the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only Elohim be honor and glory forever and ever. Amein.’  
 
So how was it possible for Abraham to see YHVH? We find the answer to this important question in John 1: 
18, where we read: ‘No man has seen Elohim at any time; the only begotten Elohim

2
, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.’ For as is confirmed in one of the often quoted portions of the 
Scriptures, i.e. Colossians 1: 13 – 15, stating: ‘For He (YHVH) delivered us from the domain of darkness, 
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, (14) in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. (15) And He is the image of the invisible Elohim, the first-born (protokos meaning 
brought forth) of all creation.’  No man has ever seen YHVH, but many have seen Yahshua, YHVH in the 
flesh, who was the word by which YHVH made the heavens, as is confirmed in Psalm 33: 6. He is the same 
word who became flesh, and dwelt among us, as we read in John 1: 1 – 14. He was the form (or manifestation) 
of YHVH whom Moses saw in Numbers 12: 8. This is also how YHVH appeared to Abraham.  
 
Next I would like to discuss a topic which is very much related to the subject at hand.  In Genesis 18: 7 & 8 we 
read: ‘Abraham also ran to the herd, and took a tender and choice calf, and gave it to the servant; and 
he hurried to prepare it. (8) And he took curds and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and placed 
it before them; and he was standing by them under the tree as they ate.’  The underlined section tells us 
that the three visitors ate. It does not say that Abraham ate with them, even though it might be implied. 
However, think for a moment; what is this saying? What about the sections in the Torah in Exodus 23: 19; 34: 
26 and the last part of Deuteronomy 14: 21, where it states categorically: ‘You shall not boil a kid in its 
mother’s milk.’ Is this section of the Scriptures making a mockery of the Rabbinic prohibition of not allowing 
dairy and meat products to be consumed at the same time, as some in Messianic/Nazarene Israel believe? I 
do not think so, because we read in Malachi 3: 6, YHVH saying: “For I, YHVH do not change; therefore you, 
O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.” Even so, there are many Nazarene/Messianic Israelites who insist 
that the prohibition not to boil a kid in its mother’s milk has to do with a forbidden pagan Canaanite fertility rite, 
which is not practiced any longer today. In addition they hold that the section in Genesis 18 (quoted before), 
effectively nullifies this prohibition.  
 
 YHVH set in motion spiritual laws which cannot be broken at creation. These laws dictate that there has to be 
a cause for every effect. For example, there cannot be peace and happiness, without something causing it. 
YHVH told Adam and Eve, that if they would eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they would certainly 
die. The reason for this was that He wanted them to choose what is good for them, and to avoid evil. The tree 
of life was simply a symbol of Elohim’s teachings or Torah. The tree of life was a symbol of the gift of Elohim’s 
Set-apart Spirit, His love which fulfills the law. YHVH explained His way of life to Adam and Eve, because He 
already set in motion the laws that cause all good, as well as the effects of breaking them. YHVH created man 
as a free moral agent: he could choose to do right, or he could choose to do evil. With hindsight, we are fully 
aware that Adam and Eve, induced by the lies and temptation of Satan, disobeyed YHVH and in the end 
sinned.  
 
The seemingly unexplained law prohibiting the boiling of a kid in its mother’s milk, is in fact a health law, which 
if contravened will result in damage to our health. At the time of YHVH giving this law, it was considered a 
chuk

3
, or a law which does not make sense. However, with the assistance of modern day medical science, we 

now know that eating meat and milk derivative products together, could result in increased cholesterol levels 

                                                           
2
 Some versions of the Scriptures have ‘Son’ here. 

3
 A Chuk is an ordinance of Torah not fully logical or understood, yet fully and eternally binding. 
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for human beings. Other than with humans, Spirit beings do not need food and do not have digestive systems 
like ours; they probably burn-up food offered them by human beings. In addition we read in Leviticus 3: 17 that 
we should not eat fat or blood, and in verse 16 we read that ‘all fat is Elohim’s.’ As a Spirit being Elohim may 
‘consume’ or burn fat, whereas it is forbidden for human consumption. The command not to boil a kid in its 
mother’s milk appears three times in the Scriptures for a good reason.  Yahshua as the word of Elohim, well 
before He took on a ‘human form’ and the two angels, as the three Spirit beings who visited Abraham, could 
therefore partake of the cholesterol rich diet, not suited for human beings. Disobedience to this health law will 
eventually result in cholesterol problems, but also like with Adam and Eve, it shows that we are disobedient to 
YHVH our Elohim. In addition, interpreting the Torah portion not to boil a kid in its mother’s milk, with pre-
conceived ideas about a Canaanite rite, which is nowhere to be found in the Scriptures, is contrary to the 
teaching in Deuteronomy 4: 2, stating: “You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor 
take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of YHVH your Elohim which I command you.” 
Do we try to reason away certain Torah commands? Do we have a smorgasbord religion where we may pick 
and choose which Torah commands we want to obey or not?  
 
In Genesis 18: 20, we find YHVH telling Abraham that He is about to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because 
of the sins being committed by its inhabitants. At this time the angels left Abraham’s house and went toward 
Sodom, while Abraham was still standing with YHVH. Abraham starts negotiating with YHVH to see if he could 
convince Him to reconsider His plan to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. He starts by asking YHVH not to 
destroy the wicked with the righteous and continues by saying in verse 24 of Genesis 18: “Suppose there are 
fifty righteous within the city; wilt Thou indeed sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of 
the fifty righteous who are in it?”  YHVH tells Abraham that He will not slay the righteous and wicked alike. 
But, it turns out that there were not even fifty righteous people in Sodom and Gomorrah. So Abraham 
continues to reduce the number in his negotiation by five and eventually by ten, until he gets to asking YHVH 
not to destroy the cities, if there were only ten righteous men living there. However, at this point YHVH left 
Abraham and he went home. So it is safe to assume that there were not even ten righteous men residing in 
Sodom and Gomorrah, at that time. 
 
Continuing on in Genesis 19, we read that the two angels, who were visiting Abraham and Sarah with YHVH, 
came to the gate of Sodom, where Lot was sitting. He invites them to overnight in his house before they carry 
on their way, the next morning. At first they declined his offer, saying that they will spend the night in the 
square. Yet Lot urged them to enter his house, where he prepared a feast for them, and baked unleavened 
bread for them and they ate. Before they went to bed the men of Sodom surrounded Lot’s house and called to 
him, to bring the two men in his house out so that they could have relations with them. Lot went out to the men 
outside and told them nicely not to do wickedly. He also offered his two daughters to the men instead, but they 
refused and pressed hard against Lot’s door, until it almost came to breaking point. But the two angels pulled 
Lot back into his house shutting the door behind him. They also struck the men who were at the door, with 
blindness. Then the two angels asked Lot about his family, telling him to gather them together and leave the 
city, as they are about to destroy it. So Lot went to speak to his future sons-in-law, and asked them to join him 
and his family in leaving the city. However, his future sons-in-law thought he was joking.  
 
The next morning the angels urged Lot and his family to leave, but he hesitated. So the angels pulled him and 
his family by their hands and took them outside the city.  We read in Genesis 19: 17 – 22 about Lot’s special 
request, as follows: ‘And it came about when they had brought them outside, that one said, “Escape for 
your life! Do not look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the valley; escape to the mountains lest 
you be swept away.” (18) But Lot said to them, “Oh no, my Lords!  (19) Now behold, your servant has 
found favor in your sight, and you have magnified your loving-kindness, which you have shown me by 
saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains lest the disaster overtake me and I die; (20) now 
behold, this town is near enough to flee to, and it is small. Please, let me escape there (is it not small?) 
that my life may be saved.” (21) And he said to him, “Behold, I grant you this request also, not to 
overthrow the town of which you have spoken. (22) Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until 
you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the town was called Zoar (meaning small).’ We read in verses 24 
– 26 of Genesis 19 that after Lot arrived in Zoar the next morning: ‘Then YHVH rained on Sodom and 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from YHVH out of heaven, (25) and He overthrew those cities, and all the 
valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. (26) But his (Lot’s) wife, from 
behind him, looked back; and she became a pillar of salt.’ From the last sentence we learn that we need to 
follow the teachings of YHVH to the ‘t’ (i.e. exactly), if we want to be saved. However, the quoted section 
brings us to another much disputed or uncertain portion of scripture. There are those in the 
Messianic/Nazarene Israelite community, who insist that verse 24 (underlined above) proves without a doubt 
that there are two separate beings called YHVH. To the uninformed this seems to be the case. However, those 
who studies the Torah, knows that YHVH answers these unbelievers Himself in Deuteronomy 4: 39, saying: 
“Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that YHVH, He is Elohim in heaven above and on the 
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earth below; there is no other.” I do not believe that those who fully understand this, will be foolish enough to 
continue to contradict YHVH, by insisting that there are more than One YHVH. 
 
Continuing in verse 27 of Genesis 19, we see that Abraham arose in the morning and looking down toward 
Sodom and Gomorrah, he saw the smoke of a furnace. Lot and his two daughters went up to Zoar and stayed 
in a cave. We further read that because Lot’s daughters thought the entire world came to an end, they made 
their father drunk and slept with him each in turn. Both Lot’s daughters conceived and bore sons. The eldest 
daughter named her son Moab; he became the father of the Moabites. The younger daughter called her son 
Ben-ammi; he is the father of the sons of Ammon. 
 
In Genesis 20 we see that Abraham traveled towards the land of Negev and settled between Kadesh and 
Shur; then went further to Gerar. Here Abraham, a second time lies about Sarah, saying to the king of Gerar 
that she is his sister. Because of Sarah’s beauty, King Abimelech of Gerar immediately sent and took Sarah. 
However, Elohim came to Abimelech in a dream saying as we read in verse 3: “Behold, you are a dead man 
because of the woman who you have taken, for she is married.” Father YHVH regards marriage as a 
sacred institution, and will deal swiftly with those who try to interfere in the marriages of His called out 
servants. We also see that YHVH kept Abimelech from touching Sarah that he sin not. At this point Abraham 
also tells Abimelech that even though Sarah is his wife,  she is in fact also his half-sister. Abimelech gave 
Sarah back to Abraham, together with sheep, oxen, male and female servants, and told Abraham, that he may 
settle wherever, he wants. Then Abraham prayed to Elohim and Elohim healed Abimelech and his wife and his 
maids, so that they bore children, because YHVH closed the wombs of Abimelech’s household because of 
Abraham’s wife, Sarah. 
 
In verse 1 of Genesis 21 we read that YHVH took note of Sarah, and He did for her as He had promised. So 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son, at the appointed time of which Elohim had spoken. Abraham called 
the son who was born to him, Isaac. We also see that Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as Elohim commanded him. Abraham was one hundred years old when Isaac was born and Sarah 
said in verse 6 & 7 of Genesis 21: “Elohim has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with 
me.” (7) And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have 
borne him a son in his old age.” Isaac grew and was weaned and Abraham made a feast on the day that 
Isaac was weaned. In verse 9 of Genesis 21, we read: ‘Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking.  For this reason Sarah told Abraham to send Hagar and her 
son away adding in the second part of verse 10: ‘for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my son 
Isaac.’ We see in verse 11 that this matter distressed Abraham greatly, but in Genesis 21: 12, Elohim said to 
Abraham: “Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to 
her for through Isaac your descendants shall be named.”  Here YHVH confirmed again, what we learnt in 
the last parasha. Nevertheless, YHVH promises Abraham that He will also make a nation of Ishmael as he is 
also Abraham’s son. Abraham therefore gave Hagar bread and water and sent her away. Hagar left and 
wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 
 
When the water that Abraham gave Hagar ran out, she left her son under one of the bushes. She sat down 
opposite the boy and said, “Do not let me see the boy die.” Next we see that Elohim heard the lad crying, 
and the angel of Elohim called to Hagar from heaven, saying in verses 17 & 18 of Genesis 21: ‘What is the 
matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear for Elohim has heard the voice of the lad where he is. (18) Arise, 
lift up the lad and hold him by the hand; for I will make a great nation of him.”’ At this point Elohim 
opened Hagar’s eyes and she saw a well of water; she filled the skin with water, for the lad to drink. We also 
read that Ishmael grew and lived in the wilderness of Paran, where he became an archer. Later Hagar took a 
wife for her son from the land of Egypt. 
 
Finally we read that Abraham talks to Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army, complaining that the 
servants of Abimelech had seized the well of water in Beersheba. Abimelech told Abraham that he did not 
know about the situation and Abraham took sheep and oxen, giving it to Abimelech and the two made a 
covenant. Abraham also took seven ewe lambs and gave it to Abimelech as a witness that he (Abraham) had 
dug the well. And Abraham called the name of the place Beersheba; because there the two of them took an 
oath. At this time Abimelech and the commander of his army returned to the land of the Philistines. So 
Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba, and called on the name of YHVH, the Everlasting Elohim. In 
conclusion we read in verse 34 of Genesis 21: ‘And Abraham sojourned in the land of the Philistines for 
many days.’ 
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Genesis 23: 1 to 25: 18 (Cha’yey Sarah). 
 

The name of this week’s Torah portion is Cha’yey Sarah חיי  שרה  meaning ‘Sarah’s life’. Ironically, this portion 
is about her death and burial, as well as what happened after she died. We read in verses 1 & 2 of Genesis 23: 
‘Now Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. (2) 
And Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to mourn 
for Sarah and to weep for her.’ Then Abraham rose from before his dead and spoke to the sons of Heth, 
telling them that he is a stranger and sojourner among them, and asking them for a burial site, to bury his wife. 
The sons of Heth tell Abraham that he, being a prince amongst them, may bury his wife in the choicest of 
graves. But Abraham tells them that he is specifically interested in the cave of Machpelah (meaning ‘the 
double cave’) and the surrounding field, a property belonging to Ephron the son of Zohar. 
 
Ephron announces that he is prepared to give Abraham the property free of charge, but also adds that it is 
valued at 400 shekels of silver. Upon hearing this, Abraham weighed out four hundred shekels of silver in 
negotiable currency and paid it to Ephron. Then Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah before Mamre in the land of Canaan. This was the first piece of real estate land of Israel that was 
legally purchased by our father in the faith. Incidentally this piece of land together with a portion which Jacob 
bought as described in Genesis 33: 19 and a piece of land which David bought many years later from Ornan 
described in 1 Chronicles 21: 25, are some of the areas most disputed in the land of Israel today.  
 
Continuing on in Genesis 24: 1, we read: ‘Now Abraham was old, advanced in age: and YHVH had 
blessed Abraham in every way.’ Then Abraham called his servant, saying in verses 2 – 4 of Genesis 24: 
“Please place your hand under my thigh, (3) and I will make you swear by YHVH, the Elohim of heaven 
and the Elohim of earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, 
among whom I live, (4) but you shall go to my country and to my relatives, and take a wife for my son 
Isaac.” Abraham tells his servant that Elohim will send His angel before him allowing him to take a wife for his 
son from his (Abraham’s) country. In verse 8 of Genesis 24 we read: “But if the woman is not willing to 
follow you, then you will be free from this my oath; only do not take my son back there.” The servant 
therefore placed his hand under Abraham’s thigh, and swore to him concerning the matter. The servant took 
ten camels of his master, and departed with a variety of good things of his master’s. He traveled to 
Mesopotamia to the city of Nahor. 
 
Now it was up to the servant to find the right woman to marry Abraham’s son Isaac. He made the camels kneel 
down outside the city by the well, at the time the women come out to draw water in the evening. Then he 
prayed as is recorded in verses 12 – 14 of Genesis 24, saying: “O YHVH, the Elohim of my master 
Abraham, please grant me success today, and show loving-kindness to my master Abraham. (13) 
Behold, I am standing by the spring, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw 
water; (14) now may it be that the girl to whom I say, ‘Please let down your jar so that I may drink,’ and 
who answers, “Drink, and I will water your camels also’; - may she be the one whom Thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaac; and by this I shall know that Thou hast shown loving-kindness to my 
master.” Wow, is this not the way YHVH wants us to trust Him to help us resolve difficult problems?  
 
We see that things happen quickly. We see in verse 15 of Genesis 24 (paraphrased) that before he had 
finished speaking, Rebekah came towards the well with her water pitcher on her shoulder. She was absolutely 
beautiful, a virgin, and she went down to the water and filled her jar. When she came up with the water, the 
servant ran to meet her saying (in verse 17): “Please let me drink a little water from your jar.” Continuing in 
verse 18 - 22 of Genesis 24, we read: ‘And she said,” Drink, my lord”: and she quickly lowered her jar to 
her hand, and gave him a drink. (19) Now when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will 
draw also for your camels until they have finished drinking.” (20) So she quickly emptied her jar into 
the trough, and ran back to the well to draw, and she drew for all his camels. (21) Meanwhile, the man 
was gazing at her in silence, to know whether YHVH had made his journey successful or not. (22) Then 
it came about, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a gold ring weighing a half-
shekel and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels in gold.’  YHVH answered the servant’s 
prayer exactly, but he still had to find out if the woman met the criteria insisted upon by Abraham, i.e. that she 
is related to him. He therefore asked the woman (in verse 23): “Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is 
there room for us to lodge in your father’s house?” In verse 24 she answers: “I am the daughter of 
Bethuel, the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” Bingo, the servant found the right woman, as she 
was Abraham’s brother Nahor’s granddaughter. 
 
Rebekah runs home and the servant and the camels follow. Then the servant is greeted by Rabekah’s brother 
Laban, who feeds the camels and gave him and his camel driver’s water to wash their feet. We also see that 
food was set before the servant to eat, but he said (as we read in verse 33 of Genesis 24): “I will not eat until 



Torah portions Page 16 
 

I have told my business.” The servant told them that he is Abraham’s servant and that Elohim has blessed 
his master greatly giving him flocks, herds, silver, gold, servants, maids, camels and donkeys. In addition he 
said that Abraham’s wife bore him a son when she was old and Abraham has given all that he has to Isaac his 
son. The servant tells the entire story, how Abraham instructed him, how he arrived at the well, his prayer and 
how he finally met Rebekah and her family. At this time Laban and Bethuel responded in verse 50 & 51, 
saying: “The matter comes from YHVH; so we cannot speak to you bad or good. (51) Behold Rebekah is 
before you, take her and go, and let her be the wife of your master’s son as YHVH has spoken.” 
However, the next morning Rabekah’s mother and Bethuel have for some reason changed their minds. They 
insist that Rebekah remain with them for ten days after which she may go. But the servant insists that they 
should depart immediately. At this time Rebecca’s mother and brother called her and they said to her (in verse 
58): “Will you go with this man?” and she said, “I will go.” 
 
At this point Rebekah’s family are prepared to let her go. We read in verse 60 of Genesis 24: ‘And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her, “may you, our sister, become thousands of ten thousands, and may 
your descendants possess the gate of those who hate them.” Rebekah’s family uttered this blessing 
without being aware of the similar blessing which was pronounced by the angel of YHVH over Abraham, after 
he showed YHVH his willingness to sacrifice his only son Isaac. We read this in Genesis 22: 15 – 18, as 
follows: ‘Then the angel of YHVH called to Abraham a second time from heaven, (16) and said, “By 
Myself I have sworn, declares YHVH, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, (17) indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars 
of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of 
their enemies. (18) And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have 
obeyed My voice.”’  Because much of the business and administration used to take place at the gate of a 
city, whoever possesses the ‘gate' also had control over the entire city. To possess the gate of your enemies 
therefore indicates that you control and rule over your enemies. In the current Torah portion we also saw in 
Genesis 23: 10, 17 & 18 that the term ‘gate’ was also referred to in Abraham’s business transaction with 
Ephron, as follows: ‘And Ephron the Hettite answered Abraham in the hearing of the sons of Heth; even 
of all who went in at the gate of his city.’ And: ‘So Ephron’s field which was in Machpelah, which faced 
Mamre, the field and cave which was in it, and all the trees which were in the field, that were within all 
the confines of its border, were deeded over (18) to Abraham for a possession in the presence of the 
sons of Heth, before all who went in at the gate of his city.’ Rebekah’s blessing by her family therefore 
includes rulership and power, but also mentions ‘thousands of ten thousands’, which is similar to the 
blessing Abraham received from YHVH. In a way this is confirmation from the Set-Apart Spirit that Rebekah 
was indeed the right woman for Isaac.  
 
Then Rebekah and her maids mounted the camels and followed the servant. We read in verse 62 of Genesis 
24, that Isaac came from Beer-lahai-roi; for he was living in the Negev. In the evening Isaac saw the camels 
approaching. When Rebekah saw Isaac, she fell from her camel. Then she asked the servant (in verse 65): 
“Who is that man walking in the field to meet us?” And the servant said,” He is my master.” Then she 
took her veil and covered herself.’ Why does Rebekah do this?  I believe that by covering herself in a veil, 
she was showing Isaac that she was prepared to come under his authority and become his wife. In addition we 
read in the Encyclopedia Judaica Vol. 8 (Jerusalem: Keter House Ltd., 1971), that "the general custom was to 
appear in public, and in the presence of strange men, with covered hair." We know from both the Scriptures 
and the Talmud that this is true. In Numbers 5: 18, we are told that a woman suspected of being unfaithful to 
her husband was to have her head uncovered by the priest. This tells us that a woman's normal clothing in 
Biblical times included a head covering. We see from this passage that a woman's uncovered head marks her 
as one suspected of being unfaithful to her husband. At this point the servant told Isaac all the things that he 
had done. Then Isaac took Rebekah into his mother’s tent and she became his wife, and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death.  
 
Why does this Torah portion give us these details? The Torah here gives us a picture which is also found in 
the Renewed Covenant, referring to the ultimate ‘Son of promise’ and His bride; the bride who is removed from 
her native land to go and dwell with her husband in the land promised to him. The father oversaw the choosing 
of the bride for his son. The bride is a beautiful virgin with the best of character. Like Abraham, YHVH also 
chooses a wife (known as a remnant according to Elohim’s gracious choice) for His Son. We need to make 
sure that those of us called at this time, live up to our calling by cleaning ourselves up by the washing of the 
word (Torah). We see further that Isaac could only be satisfied with one wife, the bride chosen by his father – 
Abraham’s servant acted as an agent of Abraham and it is therefore regarded as if Abraham chose Isaac’s 
bride himself. Similarly our Messiah and future bridegroom will only be satisfied with one ‘wife’, the bride 
chosen by the Father.   
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This Torah portion has another event to recount, before we conclude. We read in verse 1 of Genesis 25 that 
Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. In verse 2 we read that she bore to Abraham, Zimran, 
Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. In verses 3 & 4 of Genesis 25, we read about these children’s 
children and in verse 5, we read: ‘Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac.’ This is exactly what 
Abraham’s servant told Rebekah’s family earlier. We read further in verse 6: ‘But to the sons of his 
concubines, Abraham gave gifts while he was still living, and sent them away from his son Isaac 
eastward to the land of the east.’ Next we read that Abraham lived one hundred and seventy-five years and 
died satisfied with life. Isaac and Ishmael buried Abraham in the cave of Machpelah with his wife Sarah. We 
read in verse 11 of Genesis 25: ‘And it came about after the death of Abraham, that Elohim blessed his 
son Isaac; and Isaac lived by Beer-lahai-roi.’ 
 
In verses 12 – 18 of Genesis 25 we read about Ishmael and his children, as follows: ‘Now these are the 
records of the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s maid, bore 
to Abraham; (13) and these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, in the order of their 
birth: Nebaioth, the first-born of Ishmael, and Kedar and Abdeel and Mibsam  (14) and Mishma and 
Dumah and Massa,  (15) Hadad and Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah. (16) These are the sons of 
Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages, and by their camps; twelve princes according to 
their tribes. (17) And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, one hundred and thirty-seven years; and 
he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people. (18) And they settled from Havilah to 
Shur which is east of Egypt as one goes toward Assyria; he settled in defiance of all his relatives.’ 
 
We see that the offspring of Lot’s daughter, namely Ammon and Moab, as well as Ishmaels children are the 
ones conspiring against the nation of Israel today, as they did in the days of David, as we read in Psalm 83: 4 
– 8, as follows: ‘They have said, “Come, and let us wipe them out as a nation, that the name of Israel be 
remembered no more.” (5) For they have conspired together with one mind; against Thee do they make 
a covenant: (6) The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagrites; (7) Gebal and Ammon 
and Amelek; Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; (8) Assyria also has joined with them; They have 
become a help to the children of Lot.’ 
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Genesis 25: 19 to 28: 9 (Toldot). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is referred to as ‘Toldot’ meaning generations. Commencing in verse 19 & 20 of 
Genesis 25, we read: ‘Now these are the records of the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham 
became the father of Isaac; (20) and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of 
Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife.’ Next we read 
that Isaac prayed on behalf of his wife, because she was barren, and YHVH answered him and his wife 
conceived. We are told in verse 22 of Genesis 25 that the children struggled together within Rebekah, hence 
she said: ‘“If it is so, why then am I this way.” So she went to inquire of YHVH.’ In verse 23 YHVH said to 
her, “Two nations are in your womb; and two peoples shall be separated from your body; and one 
people shall be stronger than the other; and the older shall serve the younger.”  
 
We see that when she delivered the twins, she called them Esau and Jacob. We read accordingly in Genesis 
25: 25 & 26: ‘Now the first came forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and they named him Esau. (26) 
And afterward his brother came forth with his hand holding on to Esau’s heel, so his name was called 
Jacob; and Isaac was sixty years old when she (Rebekah) gave birth to them.’ We know that Jacob, who 
later became known as Israel, became the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. Rabbinical sources identifies 
Esau as being the Romans (Italians) and Germans. Esau was red and hairy and there could also be a strong 
Edomite component amongst the Russian people. The Russian communists were known as reds and red is 
also the color of their national flag. Many Russian surnames have the familiar ‘usov’ as a suffix, which sounds 
much like the way Hebrew speakers pronounce the name Esau. 
 
When Esau and Jacob grew up; Esau became a hunter and a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man 
dwelling in tents. Isaac loved Esau because he enjoyed the game that his son brought home, but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. We further read that one day when Esau came in from the field, he was famished; and he asked 
Jacob to give him some of the red pottage that he prepared. However, before giving him some Jacob said to 
Esau in verse 31 of Genesis 25: “First sell me your birthright.” In the next few verses we read how Esau 
eventually came to despise his birthright, as follows (verse 32 – 34): ‘And Esau said, “Behold, I am about to 
die; so of what use then is the birthright to me? (33) And Jacob said, “First swear to me”; so he swore 
to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. (34) Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate 
and drank, and rose and went on his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.’ 
 
At the beginning of the next chapter, we read that there was a famine in the land, so Isaac went to Abimelech 
king of the Philistines. It is at this point that YHVH appeared to Isaac, saying in verses 2 - 5 of Genesis 26: “Do 
not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall tell you. (3) Sojourn in this land and I will be with 
you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will establish 
the oath which I swore to your father Abraham. (4) And I will multiply your descendants as the stars of 
heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed; (5) because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My 
statutes and My laws.” YHVH tells Isaac that his descendants (not Ishmael’s) are blessed, because Abraham 
obeyed Him. So faith and Torah go hand in hand and are not opposite to the other. We see here that many 
peoples will be blessed, with goods and services, because Abraham obeyed YHVH. In addition we learn that 
when one does good, his children and their descendants are also blessed. We also see that despite the fact 
that YHVH gave Moses His Torah teachings after the Israelites left Egypt many years later, Abraham already 
obeyed all these Torah teachings in his lifetime. It is therefore safe to assume that YHVH taught Abraham all 
His commandments, statutes and laws during His many appearances to Abraham.   
 
In addition to teaching Abraham Torah, Elohim also told Abraham about His plan of salvation for all mankind.  
Abraham believed in the Salvation of YHVH, namely Yahshua, as we read in John 8: 56, where He told the 
Jews of His day: “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”  Abraham 
also believed in the coming kingdom of Elohim and the resurrection of the dead, as we read in Hebrews 11: 9 
& 10 and 17 to 19, as follows: ‘By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land 
dwelling in tents, with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; (10) for he was looking for 
the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is Elohim.’ (17) ‘By faith Abraham, when 
he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only 
begotten son; (18) it was he to whom it was said, “IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE 
CALLED.” (19) He considered that Elohim is able to raise men even from the dead; from which he also 
received him back as a type.’ This tells us that Abraham received Isaac back as a type of Messiah – 
indicating that Elohim told him about Yahshua’s death and resurrection, and he believed. We are told in 
Malachi 4: 6 that we as the modern day type of Elijah, those who teach that YHVH is our Elohim, should also 
restore the hearts (faith) of the fathers to our children, lest YHVH smite the land with a curse – “Allah” - utter 
destruction. It is our duty to teach our children about the faith of our fathers in the faith. In addition we should 
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follow Abraham’s example by obeying the Torah teachings of Elohim and have faith in the salvation of YHVH, 
i.e. Yahshua! 
 
The main reason why many Messianic/Nazarene Israelites are not prepared to follow Torah fully, or rather why 
they follow ‘Torah’ on their own terms is anti-Semitism. This is also the main reason for the many differences in 
our faith. We know that YHVH has blinded the Jews to Yahshua, until the fullness of the ‘Gentiles’ (those 
Israelites who lost their identity and believe that they are Gentiles) have come in, and then all Israel (both 
houses) will be saved. At this time YHVH is calling us from the lost ten tribes (as well as from the Gentiles) to 
become potential kings and priests during the coming millennium rule of Yahshua: We are called to learn 
Torah as well as to practice it, so that as priests, we will be able to teach those alive during the millennium how 
to keep the same. We need to realize that we will have a special role to play together with those of our Jewish 
brothers who will also be saved, to become kings and priests with us during the millennium. The ten tribes lost 
their identity, because they compromised the Torah of Elohim. Yes, the Jews were also taken into captivity for 
disobedience, but, they returned to the land of Israel after 70 years, and they remained as the keepers of the 
oracles of Elohim. They are (YHVH)’s lawgivers (or keepers), as we read in amongst others Psalm 60: 7. 
Ephraim needs to accept that Judah has been assigned the role of caretaker of Torah, and start making Judah 
jealous, by keeping the same Torah including weekly and annual Sabbaths with a Spiritual intent. This is the 
only way that we will eventually be accepted by Judah, as equals: not by us telling them about Yahshua. 
YHVH has blinded their minds to accept Yahshua, and will Himself be responsible for them to eventually 
recognizing Him as their Savior. We learn from Abraham’s example that we as believers cannot compromise in 
our walk with YHVH. We are walking a very narrow, lonely road and we need to keep our eyes on the coming 
kingdom of Elohim and on Yahshua the author and finisher of our faith. 
 
Proceeding with our parasha in Genesis 26 verse 6, we see that Isaac remained in Gerar. We see in the next 
verse that like his father Abraham, Isaac lies about his wife in verse 7 of Genesis 26: ‘When the men of the 
place asked about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say, “my wife,” thinking, 
‘the men of the place might kill me on account of Rebekah, for she is beautiful.” However, when 
Abimelech the king of the Philistines saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah, he called Isaac asking him why he 
told a lie, saying that Rebekah is his sister. Isaac told Abimelech that he told the lie, because Rebekah was 
very beautiful and he was afraid that they would kill him for his wife. At this point Abimelech warned his people 
not to touch Rebekah; else they will be put to death. Then Isaac sowed the land and reaped in the same year a 
hundredfold. And YHVH blessed him and he became a very wealthy man. We read in verse 13 & 14 of 
Genesis 26: ‘And the man became rich, and continued to grow richer until he became very wealthy; (14) 
for he had possessions of flocks and herds and a great household, so that the Philistines envied him.’  
Isaac was like the Jews throughout the ages. Every time that they prospered, they aroused jealousy in their 
neighbors, who then forced them to move from their land. Even today, Jews are being persecuted for being 
blessed by YHVH for keeping His Torah. People tend to be anti-Semitic without knowing why – they do not 
realize that they envy the Jews, for being blessed, because of Torah obedience. From this we should learn, 
that obedience to YHVH and His Torah is for our own good.    
 
We read in Genesis 26: 15 – 22: ‘Now all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of 
Abraham his father, the Philistines stopped up by filling them with earth. (16) Then Abimelech said to 
Isaac, “Go away from us, for you are too powerful for us.” (17) And Isaac departed from there and 
camped in the valley of Gerar, and settled there. (18) Then Isaac dug again the wells of water which 
had been dug in the days of his father Abraham, for the Philistines had stopped them up after the 
death of Abraham; and he gave them the same names which his father had given them. (19) But when 
Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well of flowing water, (20) the herdsmen of Gerar 
quarreled with the herdsmen of Isaac, saying, “The water is ours!” So he named the well Esek, 
because they contended with him. (21) Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over it too, so 
he named it Sitnah. (22) And he moved away from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel 
over it; so he named it Rehoboth, for he said, “At last YHVH has made room for us, and we shall be 
fruitful in the land.”  
 
It is at this point that YHVH appeared to Isaac by night, saying in verse 24: ‘I am the Elohim of your father 
Abraham; do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you, and multiply your descendants, for the sake of 
My servant Abraham.” So Isaac built an altar and called on the name of YHVH. He also pitched his tent there 
and his servants dug another well. It is after this that Abimelech and his commander Phicol came to see Isaac, 
saying that they see that Elohim is with Isaac and that He blesses Isaac, so they made a covenant and went in 
peace. At this time Isaac’s servants found water, so they called the well that they dug Shibah, and the name of 
the city by this well is Beersheba, to this day. Yes, here is another proof that the word of YHVH is true – the 
city of Beersheba is still in existence in Israel, today. At the end of Chapter 26, we see that Esau married 
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Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittitte, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite and they brought grief to 
Isaac and Rebekah. 
 
Continuing in Genesis 27, we see that many years passed and Isaac grew old, and his eyes became too dim 
to see.  Isaac had to use his sense of touch to tell which son was which. Isaac told Esau to go and kill a deer, 
as he was close to death and wanted to taste venison for the last time. Rebekah overheard Isaac’s 
conversation with Esau, and because she wanted her beloved son Jacob to receive the blessing from Isaac, 
she came up with a plan of her own. She told Jacob to go and slaughter two kids and bring it to her. She 
prepared them in the way that she knew Isaac liked. Then she told Jacob to take the meat to his father Isaac, 
saying that he is Esau and in this way get the blessing from Isaac. Jacob did not like the idea, because he 
knew his dad will be able to identify him by feeling the hairs on his arms. He knew that Isaac will immediately 
know that he is Jacob and not Esau, since he was not as hairy as his brother. Esau was a hairy man and he 
also wore different clothing to Jacob. But Rebekah told him not to worry, as she will take care of matters. When 
the meat was prepared, Rebekah put some of the skin of the kids that they slaughtered for Isaac, on Jacobs 
arms and neck. Jacob took the meat to Isaac, and when he touched his son, he assumed the he was Esau, 
and he proceeded to bless him, in Genesis 27: 27 – 29, as follows: “See the smell of my son Is like the 
smell of a field which YHVH has blessed; (28) now may Elohim give you of the dew of heaven, and of 
the fatness of the earth, and an abundance of grain and new wine; (29) may peoples serve you, and 
nations bow down to you; be master of your brothers, and may your mother’s sons bow down to you. 
Cursed be those who curse you, and blessed be those who bless you.’ What a fantastic blessing: It is 
possible for us with hindsight to identify the 12 tribes of Israel today, by seeing how they (including us) have 
been blessed throughout history. Whereas, the Jews in Israel and those in the Diaspora are mainly descended 
from the tribe of Judah, the early Israelites are proven to have migrated to the west. Over many years they 
formed the nations known today as France, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, the USA, Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa

4
.  

 
Back in Genesis 27, we see that shortly after giving Jacob the blessing, Esau returned with his specially 
prepared venison for Isaac. But it was too late as Isaac already gave the blessing to Jacob. Esau was very 
angry: Not only had Jacob taken his birthright, but he had now taken Esau’s blessing as well. When he 
approached his father, Isaac said that he cannot bless him as he has already given the blessing.  In verses 38 
of Genesis  27 Esau asked his father: ‘“Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me 
also, O my father.” So Esau lifted his voice and wept.’ Then Isaac answered him saying in verses  39 & 40: 
“Behold, away from the fertility of the earth shall be your dwelling, and away from the dew of heaven 
from above. (40) And by your sword you shall live, and your brother you shall serve; but it shall come 
about when you become restless, that you shall break his yoke from your neck.”  So, Esau bore a 
grudge against Jacob and threatened to kill him, as soon as their father dies. Rebekah tells Isaac that she 
does not want her son to marry the daughters of the land in which they live. So Isaac called Jacob, telling him 
to go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel his mother’s father, and take a wife from the daughters of 
Laban. Jacob obeyed his parents and left on his way to Paddan- aram to find a wife for himself. Esau 
overheard Isaac telling Jacob not to marry the daughters of Canaan, so Esau went to Ishmael, and married, 
besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
4
 Information for this sentence obtained from Yair Davidy’s book entitled: “The Tribes.” Copies of this and other books on the same 

subject may be ordered from Yair Davidy at: Brit-Am Israel, P.O. Box 595.Jerusalem.91004. Email: britam@netvision.net.il 
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Genesis 28 verse 10 to 32 verse 3 (Vayetze). 
 

The transliterated Hebrew name of this Torah portion is ‘Vayetze’, meaning ‘and he went out’. Starting in 
Genesis 28: 10 & 11, we read: ‘Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran. (11) And 
he came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had set; and he took one of the 
stones of the place and put it under his head, and lay down in that place.’ According to the prophet 
Hosea (12: 12), Jacob’s journey to Haran was a flight to save his life from his brother Esau. 
 
Continuing in verses 12 – 22 of Genesis 28, we read: ‘And he (Jacob) had a dream, and behold, a ladder 
was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of Elohim were ascending 
and descending on it. (13) And behold, YHVH stood above it and said, “I am YHVH the Elohim of your 
father Abraham and the Elohim of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and your 
descendants. (14) Your descendants shall also be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread out 
to the west (Europe, The U K, Canada, and The USA) and to the east (Australia and New Zealand), to the 
north (Scandinavia) and to the south (South Africa); and in you and your descendants shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed (transliterated in Hebrew the underlined word here is ‘Nivrachu’, meaning 
blessed, but also mixed). (15) And behold, I am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” (16) 
Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, Surely YHVH is in this place, and I did not know it.” (17) 
And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of Elohim 
and this is the gate of heaven.” (18) So Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had 
put under his head and set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on its top. (19) And he called the name of 
that place Bethel (the house of Elohim); however, previously the name of the city had been Luz. (20) 
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If Elohim will be with me and will keep me on this journey that I take, 
and will give me food to eat and garments to wear, (21) and I return to my father’s house in safety, then 
YHVH will be my Elohim. (22) And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be Elohim’s house; 
and of all that thou dost give me I will surely give a tenth to Thee.”’ 
 
Here we read that the promises made to Abraham and Isaac has now been passed on to Jacob. He took the 
stone that he rest his head on and set it up as a pillar and anointed it with oil. By so doing he marked the place 
where YHVH met him, in order to remember where it happened. However, by anointing the stone, he does 
something usually only done over priests and kings. We know from Scriptures that YHVH is very serious about  
such landmarks or boundaries set by our fathers in the faith, as we read in Proverbs 22: 28 (as well as in 23: 
10, and in Deuteronomy 19: 14 and 27: 17), as follows: ‘Do not move the ancient boundary which your 
fathers have set.’ We see that Yahshua our Messiah identified also himself with the Bethel (the house of 
YHVH) stone when He said to Nathanael in John 1: 51: “Truly, truly, I say to you, you shall see the 
heavens opened, and the angels of Elohim ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  In a way 
this was confirmed for us in Colossians 2: 9, where we read: ‘For in Him all the fullness of Deity (meaning 
Elohim) dwells in bodily form.’ Jacobs children (or the children of Israel)  knew about the Bethel stone, as we 
read about it again in Genesis 49, where Jacob blessed his children and in verse 24, where we read: ‘But his 
(talking about Joseph) bow remained firm, and his arms were agile, from the hand of the Mighty One 
(Elohim) of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel).’ The footnote against the phrase ‘the 
Stone of Israel’ in verse 24 in the King James Version, refers us to Isaiah 28: 16, where we read the following: 
‘Therefore thus says YHVH Elohim, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly 
cornerstone for a foundation, firmly placed. he who believes in it will not be disturbed.”’  Wow, are you 
beginning to see where this is taking us. But before I go off in a tangent, let’s get back to the stone and the 
Nation of Israel, who came forth from Jacob’s loins. We know that after Solomon’s reign the nation of Israel 
split into two separate nations, namely Judah and Israel. During the years 721 – 718 BCE the nation of Israel 
was taken into captivity by the Assyrians: The Assyrians attacked Israel and destroyed their cities; They took 
the people of Israel captive and moved them to far distant lands. The Israelites over time lost their identity, 
their language and their culture. They became known as the lost tribes of the house of Israel.  Later the nation 
of Judah was also taken captive, by the Babylonians and remained captive in Babylon for 70 years. But, 
different to the nation of Israel, the Babylonians did not try to take away the identity of the Jews. They retained 
their language, culture and Laws. After 70 years, the king of Persia, named Cyrus allowed them to return to 
their homeland, to rebuild the Temple. 
 
The house of Israel did not only lose its identity, but also its name. However, YHVH intended the lost tribes of 
the house of Israel to be located during the last days. It is for this reason that we are able to find some signs or 
roadmarks (milestones) along the way which ancient Israel journeyed from Assyria the land of their original 
captivity.  We read in Jeremiah 31: 21 (first part) YHVH telling Ephraim to: “Set up for yourself roadmarks, 
place for yourself guideposts; direct your mind to the highway, the way by which you went.” 
Throughout the Scriptures we find roadmarks or guideposts, which Israel set up along the way they traveled. In 
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Genesis 49: 17, Jacob blessing Dan (The Irish & Wales among other), saying: “Dan shall be a serpent in the 
way.” Dan is one of the tribes who named every place, where they set foot. We read in Joshua 19: 47: ‘And 
the territory of the sons of Dan proceeded beyond them: for the sons of Dan went up and fought with 
Leshem and captured it. Then they struck it with the edge of the sword and possessed it and settled in 
it; and they called it Leshem Dan after the name of Dan their father.’  We read further in Judges 18: 11 – 
12: ‘Then from the family of the Danites, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, six hundred men armed with 
weapons of war set out. (12) And they went up and camped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. Therefore they 
called that place Mahaneh-dan to this day.’  Later the same group of Danites came to Laish and called the 
name of the city Dan (as per verse 29 of Judges 18). Most of us are aware that vowels are not written in the 
Hebrew language. The English name Dan is simply spelt Dn (דן) in Hebrew. Dn might be pronounced as Dan, 
but also as Den, Din, Don or Dun – all meaning the same original Hebrew name. In Deuteronomy 33, just prior 
to his death, Moses blessed the sons of Israel. In verse  22 of Deuteronomy 33 we read: ‘And of Dan he said, 
“Dan is a lion’s whelp, that leaps forth from Bashan.”’ It is believed that when Assyria captured Israel, the 
Danites struck out in ships and sailed through the Mediterranean sea and then to Ireland. Irish history shows 
that new inhabitants of Ireland at that time were known as the ‘Tuatha de Danaans’ or the tribe of Dan. 
However the northern colony of the Danites was taken captive with the rest of the Israelites. They eventually 
migrated with the rest of the Israelites north west into Europe and left such landmarks as Denmark (Dan’s 
mark), and in the British Isles they left  names like Dundee, Donegal City, Dingle, Dunsmor  and Dunraven, 
amongst others. 
 
Now the reason why I mention the annals and history of Ireland in this Torah portion, is that, we also read 
about Jeremiah the prophet’s visit to Ireland in the legends, annals and history of Ireland.  We read in Irish 
History that before 700 BCE a strong colony of the tribe of Dan (‘Tuatha de Danaan’) arrived in Ireland by ship. 
Later in the days of king David, a colony of the line of Zarah arrived in Ireland from the East. In the years 569 
BCE, an elderly, patriarch referred to as a ‘saint’ came to Ireland. It is believed that this was none other than 
Jeremiah. With him came the princess daughter of an eastern king, with a Hebrew name Tea-Tephi as well as 
a scribe named Shimon Baruch. This royal party included the king of Ireland who was in Jerusalem at the time 
of the siege. He got to know Tea-Tephi and married her shortly after the fall of Jerusalem in 585 BCE. 
Jeremiah brought an ark, a harp and a stone called ‘Lia-fail’ or the ‘stone of destiny’, with him to Ireland. A 
strange coincidence is that many kings in the history of Ireland, Scotland and England have been coronated 
sitting over this stone, including Queen Elizabeth II.  This very stone used to be kept in Westminster Abbey in 
London, and the coronation chair built over it has the inscription ‘Jacob’s Pillar Stone’ (Genesis 28: 18) on it. 
The stone was moved to Edinburgh Castle on  30 November 1996, the 700

th
 Anniversary of its removal from 

Scotland.. The stone came to Ireland with Jeremiah, where after it was taken to Scotland. In 1296 it was taken 
to England as the coronation stone of England. Ireland is but one of the nations belonging to the lost 10 tribes, 
which we are able to identify by following the roadmarks that they left along the way. We will attempt to find 
some of the other tribes in future Torah portions.  
 
YHVH has scattered the original 10 tribes of Israel throughout the nations of the world, but in the end He will 
take us back to Israel, as we are told in Jeremiah 23, 3 - 6, as follows: ‘“Then I Myself shall gather the 
remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and shall bring them back to their 
pasture; and they will be fruitful and multiply. (4) I shall also raise up shepherds over them; and they 
will not be afraid any longer, nor be terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares YHVH. (5) “Behold, the 
days are coming,” declares YHVH, “When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; and He will 
reign as king and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land (Israel). (6) In His days Judah 
will  be saved (Wow, and some believe that they are lost), and Israel will dwell securely; and this is His 
name by which He will be called, ‘YHVH our righteousness.’’ YHVH is at this time calling out a remnant to 
become first-fruits among His creatures (see James 1: 18). We from the lost 10 tribes are the remnant 
according to Elohim’s gracious choice as we read in Romans 11: 5. 
 
Back to our Torah portion, we read in Genesis 29: 1: ‘Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the 
land of the sons of the east.’  After he traveled many days over stony mountains and hot desert sands he 
came to the land of Mesopotamia. On approaching a city, he noticed shepherds and their sheep gathered 
around a well, which was protected by a large rock. He went up to the men and asked them where they are 
from. The men told him that they are from Haran, a city nearby. Jacob was happy that his long trip was about 
at an end. He asked the men if they knew his mother’s brother Laban and was surprised to learn that Laban 
lived in the area. The men also told Jacob, that Laban’s daughter Rachel was approaching the well with her 
father’s sheep. Jacob was anxious to meet a member of his own family. He asked the shepherds why their 
animals are not out grazing. When they told him that the animals had to be watered one by one, he started to 
help them to move the stone cover from the well. When Rachel arrived, Jacob noticed how beautiful she was 
and after he had drawn water for her sheep, he walk up to her and kissed her (verse 11 of Genesis 29). 
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He told her that he is Jacob her cousin and told her that his mother is Rebekah her aunt. Rachel was very 
surprised and she took her sheep and hurried home to tell her father about Jacob. When Laban heard that his 
sister’s son came to visit, he ran to meet him and embraced and kissed him. Laban invited Jacob stay over for 
a month. During the month Jacob helped doing work that had to be done around Laban’s property. In doing so 
he saw a great deal of Rachel and the more Jacob saw her, the more he cared for her. His uncle noticed that 
Jacob could be a valuable addition to his family and told Jacob, that if he wants to keep on working for him, he 
will pay him for his labor. Laban continued by asking Jacob how much he wants in payment for his labor. We 
read Jacob’s answer in verse 18 of Genesis 29, as follows: ‘Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, “I will 
serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.”’ Laban saw an opportunity to get his best 
employee to work a bit longer and they soon agreed on a deal. Jacob had to work for seven years to marry 
Rachel. The time past quickly and soon it was time for the wedding. But soon after the wedding Jacob got the 
shock of his life. At the time of the wedding Jacob’s bride wore a long veil that hid her face from his view. 
When the veil was removed after the wedding, he saw that he married Leah, Rachel’s eldest sister.  
 
Infuriated, Jacob approached Laban and asked him in verse 25 of Genesis 29: “What is this you have done 
to me?” Was it not for Rachel that I served with you?” Why then have you deceived me?” In verse 26 & 
27 Laban answered, as follows: “It is not the practice in our place, to marry off the younger daughter 
before the first-born. (27) Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also for the 
service which you shall serve with me for another seven years.” Jacob agreed and Rachel became his 
wife after another week, after which Jacob worked seven more years, as he did not really have another choice. 
He continued to work very hard and Elohim noticed and decided to turn the tables on Laban. This time Jacob 
struck a deal with Laban. He told Laban that he worked so long, but do not possess any cattle, sheep or goats. 
He continued by saying; ‘If it is okay with you I’ll go through the herds and select all the spotted and speckled 
animals, and you may keep the ones without spots.’ Laban agreed immediately to Jacob’s proposal.  Laban 
was not familiar with the art of breeding animals, whereas Jacob was an expert at animal husbandry. So Jacob 
separated all the spotted animals in Laban’s herds. Then he took the strongest of Laban’s animals and bred 
them with the spotted animals. This resulted in more spotted, but healthy animals and before long Jacob had a 
huge herd of animals. Elohim blessed Jacob’s hard work and by so doing turned the tables on Laban. When 
Laban noticed how Jacob was blessed he became angry. Then we notice in Genesis 31: 3, YHVH said to 
Jacob: “Return to the land of your fathers and to your relatives and I will be with you.” Fearing that 
Laban might try to prevent him from leaving, Jacob waited until Laban had gone away to oversee the shearing 
of his sheep. Then Jacob told his workers to take down his tents and pack his belongings on his camels. He 
left with his caravan, but could not move very fast. Leah and Rachel agreed that their father did not treat Jacob 
fairly and was happy to leave. Only a few days after Jacob’s household left, did Laban find out what happened. 
He was angry but became even more so when he discovered that Rachel had stolen some small idols that he 
prized highly. He told his servants to saddle up his camels and to follow Jacob at high speed. After seven days 
Laban saw Jacob’s caravan encamped for the night beside the road and he decides to overtake him the next 
morning.   
 
That night Elohim came to Laban in a dream and said to him in verse 24 of Genesis 31, saying: “Be careful 
that you do not speak to Jacob either good or bad.” The next day Laban caught up to Jacob. He asked 
Jacob why he sneaked away, without letting him say goodbye to his daughters and grandchildren. He tells 
Jacob that  Elohim warned him not to argue with Jacob, in a dream. Laban also informs Jacob that someone in 
his household stole his (Laban’s) idols. Not knowing that Rachel stole her father’s idols, Jacob said in verse 32 
of Genesis 31: “The one with whom you find your gods shall not live; in the presence of our kinsmen 
point out what is yours among my belongings and take it for yourself. For Jacob did not know that 
Rachel had stolen them.” Laban and his men searched for the idols, whilst Rachel rested on a camel saddle 
in which she hid the images. Eventually Laban came to Rachel and told her to get up from the saddle so that 
he may search for his idols. Rachel stopped the inspection by telling Laban that she is not well and didn’t want 
to be disturbed. Laban could not find his idols and left. Jacob asked Laban why he treated him unfairly through 
the period that he worked for him and why he treated him like an enemy.  Laban knew Jacob deserved better 
and suggested that they make a covenant between them, agreeing that all unfriendliness be stopped between 
them. Jacob took a stone and told his men to gather stones and make a heap, as a monument to the 
agreement that he made with Laban. They dined together and the next morning Laban bid farewell to his 
daughters and grandchildren and went home. 
 
To conclude this Torah portion, we read in verse 1 of Genesis 32: ‘Now as Jacob went on his way, the 
angels of Elohim met him.’ When Jacob saw the angels he said (in verse 2): “This is Elohim’s camp. So 
he named that place Mahanaim.” Ending in verse 3 we read: ‘Then Jacob sent messengers before him to 
his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom.’  
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Genesis 32 verse 4 to 36 verse 43 (Vayishlach). 
 
This week’s Torah portion picks up where the previous one end. In verse 1 of Genesis 32, we read: ‘Now as 
Jacob went on his way, the angels (messengers) of Elohim met him.’ In verse 3 of Genesis 32 (which is  in 
fact verse 4 in the JPS Jewish Bible published in 1917), the opening statement of the current Torah portion, we 
read: ‘Then Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of 
Edom.’ The transliterated Hebrew name for this Torah portion is taken from this verse, i.e. ‘Vayishlach’ 
meaning ‘he sent’. 
 
Whereas YHVH sent angels to reassure Jacob, Jacob sent human messengers to his brother Esau. This was 
the second time that YHVH sent angels to Jacob, to reassure him, as he went on his way. In the same way 
Jacob sent messengers to his brother to win his favor, as we read in verses 4 & 5. But we see that instead of 
comforting Jacob, these messengers make him more afraid, as they told Jacob that Esau is on his way with 
four hundred men, possibly not with friendly intentions. Jacob therefore came up with a plan to protect at least 
some of his company. We read in verses 7 & 8 of Genesis 32: ‘Then Jacob was greatly afraid and 
distressed and he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, 
into two companies; (8) for he said, “If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the 
company which is left will escape.”’  
 
Jacob also spoke in prayer to YHVH, saying in verses 9 – 12: “O Elohim of my father Abraham and Elohim 
of my father Isaac, O YHVH, who didst say to me, ‘Return to your country and to your relatives, and I 
will prosper you. (10) I am unworthy of all the loving-kindness and of all the faithfulness which Thou 
hast shown to Thy servant; for with my staff only I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two 
companies.  (11) Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, 
lest he come and attack me, the mothers with the children. (12) For Thou didst say, ‘I will surely 
prosper you and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for 
multitude.’” Jacob starts his prayer stating that he is unworthy of Elohim’s kindness, pleading for protection 
and reminding YHVH of His promise to prosper him and to increase his descendants. YHVH wants us to look 
to Him for help, but if there is anything we are able to do to help or protect ourselves, He expects us to do so. 
Jacob does not receive an answer from YHVH immediately and decides to spend the night there.  
 
Probably inspired by Elohim, he picked out two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred 
ewes and twenty rams, thirty camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten 
male donkeys. Then he divided each kind of stock into groups, sending each group out at a different time to 
approach Esau as one of several gifts. He instructs his servants in charge of each of these groups to tell Esau 
that their master Jacob hopes he (Esau) will accept his gifts. In this way Jacob made Esau to change his 
attitude towards him.   
 
After the animals intended for Esau had gone on, Jacob moved the two sections of his entourage on ahead a 
short distance to camp for the night, whilst he remained behind alone to pray. We read about this as well as 
the strange thing that happened to Jacob that night, in Genesis 32: 22 -30, as follows:  ‘Now he arose that 
same night and took his two wives and his two maids and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of 
the Jabbok. (23) And he took them and sent them across the stream. And he sent across whatever he 
had. (24) Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. (25) And when he saw 
that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s 
thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him.  (26) Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is 
breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” (27) So he said to him, “What is 
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” (28) And he said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; 
for you have striven with Elohim and with men and have prevailed.” (29) Then Jacob asked him and 
said, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him 
there. (30) So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen Elohim face to face, yet my life 
has been preserved.”’ 
 
 We read in Hosea 12: 3 – 5, that Jacob actually wrestled with Elohim, as follows: ‘In the womb he took his 
brother by the heel, and in his maturity he contended with Elohim. (4) Yes, he wrestled with the angel 
and prevailed; he wept and sought His favor. he found Him at Bethel, and there He spoke with us, (5) 
even YHVH, the Elohim of hosts; YHVH is His name.’ This was the visible (form or) image of ELOHIM that 
Moses beheld, as we read in Numbers 12: 8; This was the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us about 
2000 years ago, namely Yahshua.  
 
It was a trying night for Jacob, when he realized that he was dealing with more than a human being. He 
struggled to get a blessing from this Superior being. Before sunset the next morning he was blessed and 
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praised for his determination. Jacob was determined to strive with all his might not to lose Elohim’s blessing 
and eternal promises. Jacob’s determination was greater than that of Esau, when he sold his birthright for a 
bowl of stew. He proved that he had strength of character to overcome his spiritual problems. The wrestling 
match was actually a test of character. Before Jacob’s wrestling partner left, He told Jacob that his name 
should be changed from Jacob to Israel, which means one who overcomes. Elohim would not give His 
blessing and a birthright to a man who had taken them from a weaker brother unfairly. He, appeared as a man 
to give Jacob the chance to prove himself as one who is able to overcome.  
 
As our father Jacob had to overcome to prove his strength of character, each one of us, whom YHVH called at 
this time, has to overcome those sins which so beset us, before we will be allowed access into the coming 
kingdom of Elohim. Each one of us has our own set of circumstances to overcome – it reminds me of the 
saying: that each person must bear his own cross. Overcoming involves righteousness with great contentment. 
We need to learn to be content with every situation in which we find ourselves in life. Contentment or gratitude 
is the recognition that life owes us nothing and that all we have are gifts. Pride is a major obstacle – if we have 
no pride, then we have no obstacle. We are however assured that those of us who have been immersed in 
Yahshua’s saving name (as per Acts 2: 38) and had hands laid upon us by the elders (as we read in Acts 8: 16 
& 17), shall receive a portion of the Set-apart Spirit as a pledge of inheritance, with a view to redemption (as 
per Ephesians 1: 14). This is confirmed for us in 1 John 5: 4, as follows: ‘For whatever is born of Elohim 
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.’ 
 
We read in the book of revelation what we will inherit if we manage to follow in the footsteps of Jacob, as 
follows:  

 Revelation 2: 7: ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the congregation. To 
him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in Paradise of Elohim.’ 

 

 Revelation 2: 11: ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the congregation. He 
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.’ 

 

 Revelation 2: 17: ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the congregation. To 
him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.’ 

 

 Revelation 2: 26 – 28: ‘And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO 
HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; (27) AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A 
ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have 
received authority from My Father; (28) and I will give him the morning star.’ 

 

 Revelation 3: 5: ‘He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his 
name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His 
angels.’ 

 

 Revelation 3: 12: ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My Elohim, and he 
will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My Elohim, and the name of 
the city of my Elohim, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My Elohim, 
and My new  name.’ 

 

 Revelation 3: 21: ‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I 
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.’ 

 

 Revelation 21: 7: ‘He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be his Elohim and he 
will be My son.’ 

 

 We need to face our sins head on and strive to overcome them, with the help of our Father YHVH. We 
need to replace bad habits with good habits, making our overriding goal in life to overcome, so that we 
may qualify to rule under Messiah in the coming Kingdom of Elohim. 

 
Continuing on in verse 31 of Genesis 32, we read: ‘Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over 
Peniel, and he was limping on his thigh.’ After the night’s wrestling Jacob found that he was very sore in 
one hip, showing that Elohim’s blessings do not always come without hardship and suffering. In addition we 
read in verse 32 of Genesis 32: ‘Therefore, to this day the sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip 
which is on the socket of the thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the 
hip.’ There are many in Nazarene/Messianic Israel who insists that there is no such thing as the Oral torah.  
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However, we are not told in the Scriptures, how to remove the sinew of the hip which is in the socket of the 
thigh. This is something that we are taught by our forefathers from generation to generation. Let me ask you a 
simple question here: How many of you are able to recall how your mothers or Grannies removed the sinew 
from a leg of lamb, prior to cooking it? If you can recall that, you are most probably an Israelite.  Even though 
most modern ladies have forgotten how this was done, it was taught from mother to daughter throughout many 
generations – probably before the captivity of Israel by the Assyrians in 721 BCE. For this reason Kosher 
Butchers rarely sell you a leg of lamb or of any other kosher animal, as it is a fairly difficult process to remove 
the sinew from a leg of lamb or other kosher animal. Another proof of the existence of Oral Torah may be 
found in the Renewed Covenant in Acts 1: 12, where we read: ‘Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.’ Did you know that the Oral 
Torah is the only place to find out how far a Sabbath day’s journey is.  
 
Trusting that there would be little trouble, Jacob nevertheless arranged for Rachel and her son Joseph to stay 
behind the other people in his caravan.  He did this because Rachel was the wife which he loved most and 
Joseph was his favorite son.  Jacob then moved up past his family and servants on his way to meet Esau. 
Esau and his four hundred men came to a halt a short distance from the front of Jacob’s caravan.  Jacob, 
ahead of the others, was so close that he could see his brother staring at him.   He bowed seven times toward 
his brother, as was the custom then, when one party wished to show respect for another party.  After each 
bow, he moved a few paces closer to Esau.  After the seventh bow, he straightened up to look squarely at his 
brother for the first time in twenty years.  For a few moments there was a strained silence.  Then Esau, who 
had dismounted from his camel, rushed forward to seize Jacob and he hugged him.  The two brothers were so 
happy to see each other that they wept.   Thus YHVH answered Jacob’s prayer. 
 
When Jacob’s family saw that the two brothers had met as close friends, the wives, children and servants 
came near and bowed.  Jacob explained that they were his two wives, his eleven children and his servants.  
Esau was pleased at the sight of the courteous people.  Then, looking behind him he saw an approaching 
crowd of sheep, goats, cattle, camels and donkeys.  “What is this?”  Esau asked.  “I passed it on the way to 
meet you.”  ”You passed it too swiftly,” Jacob smiled.  “These are gifts I sent out ahead for you!.” “But I have no 
need for stock.” Esau said.  “I have plenty.  Keep them for yourself.”  “I am so thankful that Elohim has spared 
you and caused you to be friendly with me that I want to give you these things,” Jacob said. Esau could see 
that Jacob would be disappointed if the stock were refused, so he gladly accepted. (Gen. 33:8-11)  Then he 
suggested that their caravans go together back to Seir, where Esau lived.  Jacob knew that with their children 
and greater numbers of animals, they would tiresomely hold back his brother and their men, who would 
naturally move much faster.  The two agreed that Esau’s group should go on ahead, and that Jacob’s caravan 
would follow at a slower pace until turning off to the  north into Canaan, where Jacob later bought land for his 
many animals.  After Jacob and Rachel had arrived in their new land, there was a twelfth son, Benjamin.  
Unhappily, as we read in Genesis 35: 16 – 20 Rachel died at the time.  
 
Prior to this  sorrowful event, Jacob’s daughter Dinah attended a pagan festival of the Canaanites and got into 
trouble.  The sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard that Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite 
took their sister and lay with her by force. They were very angry because he had done such a disgraceful thing. 
Hamor spoke with them and they agreed that Shechem may marry their sister and other Israelite woman, 
pending that all their men be circumcised. They agreed to this arrangement and all were duly circumcised.  
However we read in Genesis 34: 25 – 31 how Simeon and Levi acted in a brutal manner that was distressing 
to their father Jacob, as follows: ‘Now it came about on the third day, when they were in pain, that two of 
Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and came upon the city 
unawares, and killed every male. (26) And they killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the edge of the 
sword, and took Dinah from Shechem’s house, and went forth. (27) Jacob’s sons came upon the slain 
and looted the city, because they had defiled their sister.(28) They took their flocks and their herds and 
their donkeys, and that which was in the city and that which was in the field; (29) and they captured 
and looted all their wealth and all their little ones and their wives, even all that was in the houses. (30) 
Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me, by making me odious among 
the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; and my men being few in 
number, they will gather together against me and attack me and I shall be destroyed, I and my 
household.”  (31) But they said, “Should he treat our sister as a harlot?” Even though the action of 
Simeon and Levi were probably justified, we see later  when Jacob blessed all twelve his son’s prior to h is 
death (in Genesis 49: 6 – 7), how he cursed their anger saying in verse 7: “Cursed be their anger, for it is 
fierce; and their wrath, for it is cruel. I will disperse them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.”   
 
Some of the teachers in both houses of Israel are probably from the tribe of Levi, who were scattered in Israel. 
This is confirmed for us in Jeremiah 33: 19 – 22, as follows: ‘And the word of YHVH came to Jeremiah 
saying: (20) “Thus says YHVH, ‘If you can break My covenant for the day, and My covenant for the 
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night, so that day and night will not be at their appointed time, (21) then My covenant may also be 
broken with David My servant that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the Levitical 
priests, My ministers. (22) As the host of heaven cannot be counted, and the sand of the sea cannot be 
measured, so I will multiply the descendants of David My servant and the Levites who minister to Me.’” 
We know that night and day has not changed since creation, so I leave it up to you to come to your own 
conclusion.  
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Genesis 37 verse 1 to 40 verse 23 (Vayeshev). 
 
This week’s Torah portion begins with the words ‘And Jacob settled’, which is also the name of the parasha, 
i.e. ‘and he settled’. We read in verses 1 & 2 of Genesis 37 in the New American Standard Bible (the one I 
have been using for more than 25 years, and also prefer to use), ‘Now Jacob lived in the land where his 
father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. (2) These are the records of the generations of Jacob.’ 
 
Jacob had twelve sons. In the previous Torah portion we read that after Jacob and Rachel arrived in their new 
country, they had a twelfth son named Benjamin and Rachel died in childbirth. Jacob’s favorite son Joseph 
grew into a handsome young man, and at age seventeen, he was helping his elder brothers to take care of his 
father’s livestock. Even though this Torah portion is about the generations of Jacob, it starts telling us about 
Joseph. Why might you ask, does it begin with Joseph, if Reuben is in fact Jacob’s first-born son? The 
Rabbinical Rabbis hold that the reason for this was, because everything that happened to Jacob also 
happened to Joseph. Among other: Jacob was a shepherd, so was Joseph; Jacob’s mother was infertile, so 
was Joseph’s mother; Jacob’s mother had two sons, so did Joseph’s mother; Jacob’s brother hated him, so did 
Joseph’s brothers hated him; Jacob was made great through a dream, so was Joseph made great through a 
dream; Jacob went down to Egypt, so did Joseph go down to Egypt; Jacob ended a famine, so did Joseph end 
a famine; Jacob died in Egypt, so did Joseph die in Egypt; and finally, Jacob’s bones were brought up from 
Egypt to the land of Israel, so were Joseph’s bones brought up from Egypt to the land of Israel. 
 
Even though this is all true, there are more to this than what meets the eye, and we will soon see the real 
reason why Joseph is mentioned first, as the Torah portion unfolds. We see that Joseph’s brothers disliked 
him; because on one occasion he brought a bad report about them to their father (i.e. he was what we might 
call ‘a talebearer’, today). In addition we read in verse 3 of Genesis 37 that Israel (Jacob’s new name) loved 
Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic. 
Joseph’s brothers noticed that their father loved Joseph more than them, so they hated him. To make matters 
worse Joseph had two dreams, which he related to his family, as we read in Genesis 37: 5 - 10, as follows: 
‘Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. (6) And he 
said to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had; (7) for behold, we were binding sheaves in 
the field, and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around 
and bowed down to my sheaf.” (8) Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over 
us? Or are you really going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his 
words. (9) Now he had still another dream, and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still 
another dream; and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”’ (10) 
‘And he related it to his father and to his brothers, and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is 
this dream that you have had? Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow 
ourselves down before you to the ground?” We read that Joseph’s brothers became jealous of him.  
 
Later, when his ten older brothers moved their animals a few days journey away from home, Jacob, sent 
Joseph to find them and return with news from them. Joseph had a difficult task finding his brothers, but came 
upon them after much travel. When his brothers saw him coming, they decided that the opportunity had arrived 
for them to sort him out, the way they wanted to for a long time, without interference from their father. They 
said to one another as we read in verses 19 & 20 of Genesis 37: “Here comes this dreamer! (20) Now then, 
come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured 
him.’ Then let us see what will become of his dreams!”  We see that Reuben his eldest brother overheard 
his brothers saying this and rescued Joseph by suggesting in verses 21 & 22 of Genesis 37, “Let us not take 
his life.” (22) ‘Reuben further said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit that is in the 
wilderness, but do not lay hands on him” – that he might rescue him out of their hands, to restore him 
to his father.’ When Joseph reached his brothers, they stripped him of his varicolored tunic and threw him into 
an empty, but deep pit nearby.  At first Joseph thought his brothers were playing a trick on him, but soon 
realized that they were serious. Whilst the other brothers were eating their lunch, Reuben left to take care of 
his flock, planning to return later to rescue Joseph. However, whilst he was away a caravan of Midianite 
traders arrived in the area. They were on their way to Egypt to sell spices.  Judah told his brothers that killing 
Joseph will not profit them, and suggested that they sell him to the traders for twenty shekels of silver. When 
Reuben returned to the pit, Joseph was missing, so he tore his garments and returned to his brothers and 
saying in verse 30: “The boy is not there; as for me, where am I to go?’  
 
The brothers therefore took Joseph’s tunic, and slaughtered a male goat and dipped the tunic in the blood and 
sent it to their father, saying (in verse 32): “We found this; please examine it to see whether it is your 
son’s tunic or not.” Jacob examined the tunic and was certain that a wild beast has devoured his son 
Joseph. So Jacob tore his clothes and mourned for Joseph many days. Then all Jacob’s remaining sons and 
daughters arose to comfort him. In the meantime the Midianite traders took him down to Egypt and sold him at 
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the slave market. Joseph was bought by Potiphar the captain of the guard for the king of Egypt. Potiphar used 
Joseph to work for him in his household and soon noticed that he was more capable and trustworthy than his 
other servants. Joseph was honest, and anxious to always do his best, because he followed Elohim’s laws. It 
was also for this reason that YHVH blessed Potiphar’s household. Things went extremely well, until Potiphar’s 
wife noticed how attractive Joseph had become. Potiphar’s wife tried to get Joseph to sleep with her, but he 
refused.  When this happened on a second occasion, Potiphar’s wife grabbed Joseph’s garment, as he fled, to 
get away from her. She then called the men of her household and told them that Joseph wanted to lie with her, 
but he fled when she screamed. She later also told her husband about the ‘incident’ and he put Joseph in jail. 
However we read in Genesis 39: 21 & 22: ‘But YHVH was with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and 
gave him favor in the sight of the chief jailer. (22) And the chief jailer committed to Joseph’s charge all 
the prisoners who were in the jail; so that whatever was done there, he was responsible for it.’ However 
Joseph had to go on living in jail, even though he enjoyed a fairly high office. 
 
Whilst Joseph was in jail, a plot to poison Pharaoh the king of Egypt was discovered and two high ranking 
officials of the king’s court were thrown in jail. One of the men was the chief butler, in charge of the production 
and serving of wine. The second man was the chef in charge of preparing and serving food at the king’s table. 
However, there was no proof that either of these two men was guilty.  We see in Genesis 40: 1 – 4, that the 
captain of the king’s body guard, Potiphar, brought the two prisoners to jail and ask Joseph to look after them. 
One day Joseph noticed that both these men looked very worried. He therefore approached them to find out 
why they were worried. The men told Joseph that they both had disturbing dreams the night before and that 
there was no one to interpret it. We read in verse 8 of Genesis 40 Joseph saying to the men: “Do not 
interpretations belong to Elohim? Tell it to me, please.” The butler commenced telling Joseph his dream, 
saying in verses 9 - 11 of Genesis 40, as follows: “In my dream, behold, there was a vine in front of me; 
(10) and on the vine were three branches. And as it was budding, its blossoms came out, and its 
clusters produced ripe grapes. (11) Now Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; so I took the grapes and 
squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” Joseph told the butler in 
verse 12 – 15: “This is the interpretation of it; the three branches are three days; (13) within three more 
days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your office; and you will put Pharaoh’s cup into 
his hand according to your former custom when you were his cupbearer. (14)  Only keep me in mind 
when it goes well with you, and please do me a kindness by mentioning me to Pharaoh, and get me out 
of this house. (15) For I was in fact kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done 
nothing that they should have put me into the dungeon.” 
 
On hearing how Joseph interpreted the butler’s dream, the chief baker, anxiously requested that Joseph also 
interpret his dream, hoping that it would also have a good meaning. He starts telling Joseph his dream, as is 
recorded in verses 16 & 17 of Genesis 40: “I also saw in my dream, and behold, there were three baskets 
of white bread on my head; (17) and in the top basket there were some of all sorts of baked food for 
Pharaoh, and the birds were eating them out of the basket on my head.” When Joseph realized the 
meaning of this dream, he also knew who had conspired to poison king Pharaoh. He did not enjoy telling the 
baker what his fate would be, but realized that Elohim would expect him to reveal the truth about the matter. 
We read Joseph’s interpretation of the chef’s dream saying in verses 18 & 19 (of Genesis 40): “This is its 
interpretation: the three baskets are three days; (19) within three more days Pharaoh will lift up your 
head from you and will hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your flesh off you.” Three days later on 
Pharaoh’s birthday, it was a day of great celebration, on which certain prisoners would be brought from jail and 
pardoned. On that day the butler was given a pardon and was restored to his former position, just as Joseph 
said. At the same time the chef was hanged in public and the birds of the air came to eat his flesh.  However, 
we see that in the elation of being freed the butler totally forgot to tell king Pharaoh about Joseph and he 
remained in prison. YHVH masterfully planned every step in Joseph’s life, putting him in a position to 
eventually become a key player in the nation of Israel. Initially it was necessary to allow Joseph to experience 
pain and suffering, in order to fit into the ultimate plan of YHVH; a plan to ensure that promised blessings and 
inheritance to Israel will come to pass.   
 
This parasha was in the main about Joseph, but in Genesis 38 the Torah makes a seemingly odd turn, relating 
the activities around the life of Judah and his children. At first this interjection might seem odd, until we realize 
that the main feature of the account of the life of Joseph centers on divine selection, regardless of human 
weakness and position. Joseph was chosen by YHVH. The blessing given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob finally 
rested upon Joseph, regardless of the fact that he was young and seemingly unimportant, and unfortunate 
more than once in his life. Likewise Judah would someday receive the preeminent blessing in Genesis 49: 8 – 
12, to become Elohim’s lawgiver, as well as being the forefather of the tribe from which Yahshua would be 
born (see Revelation 5: 5). Judah made a few serious mistakes in dealing with his family in Genesis 38, but as 
we study further into the life of Joseph we will see that Judah becomes a true leader amongst his brothers. 
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Now I would like to get back to Joseph’s dream, where his entire family bowed down to him. As  the account of 
Joseph’s life unfold in the pages of the Scriptures, we eventually see how his dream comes true, when he 
became a ruler in Egypt and his whole family eventually bowed down to him, because of his position in Egypt 
and because they did not recognize him, at the time. However, Joseph’s dream had a much deeper or longer 
term meaning. In fact it meant that Joseph’s descendants will ultimately become the chief of the 12 tribe nation 
of Israel, as we see in Jeremiah 31: 6 & 7, as follows: “For there shall be a day when watchmen on the 
hills of Ephraim shall call out, ‘Arise and let us go up to Zion, to YHVH our Elohim.’” (7) For thus says 
YHVH, “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chiefs of the nations; proclaim, give 
praise, and say, ‘O YHVH, save Thy people, the remnant of Israel.’ 
 
When we read the prophetic promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we notice again in Genesis 22: 17: 
‘Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as 
the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.’ The Fenton 
translation states “…. and your race shall possess the gates (plural) of its enemies.” The question is who 
is Joseph today? Are we able to identify which nation or nations in the world are the offspring of Joseph? We 
are by now aware that the ancient nation of Israel was taken captive by the Assyrians in the years 721 – 718 
B.C.E. They were taken to Assyria via the southern shores of the Caspian Sea and were later lost from view 
and memory.  Reading about them at that time, we see in 2 Kings 17: 18: ‘So YHVH was very angry with 
Israel, and removed them from His sight; none was left except the tribe of Judah.’ We see the reason 
why YHVH removed Israel from His sight in 2 Kings 17: 22 & 23, as follows: ‘And the sons of Israel walked 
in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not depart  from them, (23) until YHVH removed 
Israel from His sight, as He spoke through all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away 
into exile from their own land to Assyria until this day.’  We know that Israel never returned to the land of 
Palestine with the Jews as some erroneously belief. Only the tribe of Judah, together with remnants of 
Benjamin and Levi, who constituted the house of Judah, returned to Palestine. The house of Israel became 
known as the lost 10 tribes. They are today known by other names, and speak different languages. However, 
the question is: who are they and where are they located today? We know that the lost ten tribes exist today, 
but are looked upon as Gentiles. Reading in Amos 9: 8 & 9: “Behold, the eyes of YHVH Elohim are on the 
sinful kingdom (meaning Israel), and I will destroy it from the face of the earth: Nevertheless, I will not 
totally destroy the house of Jacob,” declares YHVH. (9) For behold, I am commanding, and I will shake 
the house of Israel among all nations as grain is shakes in a sieve, but not a kernel will fall to the 
ground.” Many Messianics apply this prophesy to the scattered condition of the Jews throughout the world. 
However, it has nothing to do with the house of Judah, but refers to the 10 lost tribes of the house of Israel. 
Israel were driven to Assyria, then migrated from there and were scattered among the nations of the world, 
before the Jews went into captivity in Babylon. Israel, not Judah was sifted and eventually lost their identity. 
 
The blessings given by Jacob to his twelve sons reveal a great deal about the identities of the nations that 
make up the lost ten tribes of Israel. In Genesis 48, Jacob gives his first-born blessing to Joseph’s two sons. 
We see in verse 14 of Genesis 48 that Jacob (Israel) stretched out his right hand and laid it upon the head of 
Ephraim, who was the younger and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, crossing his hands, although Manasseh 
was the first-born.  Jacob then blessed Ephraim, saying in verse 15 & 16: The Elohim before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the Elohim who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, (16) 
the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads: and may my name live on in them, and 
the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and may they grow into a multitude in the midst of the 
earth.”  Even though Joseph tried to correct Jacob in getting him to place his right hand on Manasseh’s head, 
Jacob refused saying in verses 19 - 22: ‘I know, my son, I know; he also shall become a people and he 
also shall be great. However, his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall 
become a multitude of nations.” (20) And he blessed them that day, saying, “by you Israel shall 
pronounce blessing, saying, “may Elohim make you like Ephraim and Manasseh!’” Thus he put 
Ephraim before Manasseh. (21)  Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but Elohim will 
be with you, and bring you back to the land of your fathers. (22) And I give you one portion more than 
your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow.” 
 
So here we see that despite also giving the other brothers of the 12 tribe nations a blessing each, Joseph, i.e. 
Ephraim received a double portion. We read also in the last part of Jeremiah 31: 9, Elohim saying: ‘For I am a 
father to Israel and Ephraim is My first-born.’ Elohim’s blessings are unconditional. We read accordingly in 
Numbers 23: 19: “Elohim is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has 
He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” When Jacob blessed 
Ephraim and Manasseh he set Ephraim first, saying that Ephraim would become a multitude of nations. Of 
Manasseh he said that he will also become a people, and he also shall be great. From these verses it is 
understood that Ephraim would become several (or a commonwealth) of nations such as the United Kingdom, 
Canada, New Zealand, Australia and South Africa. By saying that Manasseh would also become a people, it 
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was almost as if he was saying that they would become a great people, after Ephraim had already established 
itself. From this we are also able to identify the United States of America as Manasseh.  
 
Yes, Joseph is made up of Ephraim and Manasseh.  We know that Britain is Ephraim and the United States of 
America is Manasseh. We also know that from the eighteen hundreds, both these nations possessed the gates 
of their enemies, as was included in Abraham’s blessings of Isaac. Some of these gates are:  the Strait of 
Gibraltar (the western gate to the Mediterranean Sea), the Suez canal, the Panama Canal, Hong Kong, the 
Khyber Pass and Cape Town. In Genesis 48: 19 it says about Ephraim: “his descendants shall become a 
multitude of nations.”  Or in Hebrew ‘Malo HaGoyim’. According to Yair Davidy’s book entitled ‘The Tribes’ – 
‘Onkelos (1

st century
 C. E.) translated the words into Aramaic as “Banohi yihon Shalitin beAmmaia”, i.e. ‘his sons 

shall be rulers over peoples’, or ‘rulers over the peoples’  ... We believe Onkelos to be correct: Remember 
literally the verse says “his seed will be fullness of nations”. The Midrash Rashi (97; 7) takes an illustrative 
approach.” 
 
In Deuteronomy Moses prophesied concerning Joseph in Chapter 33: 13 - 17, saying: ‘And of Joseph he 
said, “Blessed of YHVH be his land, with the choice things of heaven, with the dew, and from the deep 
lying beneath (gold and diamonds found in South Africa). (14) And with the choice yield of the sun, and 
with the choice produce of the months. (15) And with the best things of the ancient mountains, and 
with the choice things of the everlasting hills, (16) and with the choice things of the earth and its 
fullness, and the favor of Him who dwelt in the bush. Let it come to the head of Joseph, and to the 
crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers. (17) As  the first-born of his ox (bullock 
KJV), majesty is his (Ephraim rules), and his horns are the horns of the wild ox (Unicorn, KJV); with them 
he shall push the peoples, all at once, to the ends of the earth (America, Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Northwest Europe). And those are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and those are the thousands of 
Manasseh.”’  The portion about the ends of the earth is repeated in Isaiah 41: 8 & 9, as follows: “But you, 
Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, Descendant of Abraham My friend, (9) you whom I have 
taken from the ends of the earth, and called from its remotest parts, and said to you, ‘You are My 
servant, I have chosen you and not rejected you.’” 
 
Ephraim and Manasseh were the two sons of Joseph by an Egyptian mother. Herewith some interesting facts 
from Yair Davidy’s book entitled ‘The Tribes

5
’ about the USA: ‘The official symbols of the U.S.A. (as seen 

on a Dollar Bill) are used on the Great Seal which has a Shield and a Pyramid. The Shield of the U.S.A. 
contains the motto: “Out of many, one” (E Pluribus Unum). It has 13 Stars and a Shield with 13 stripes 
and an eagle holding 13 arrows and a 13 leafed olive branch. There were 13 Tribes of Israel. Stars 
featured in a dream of Joseph son of Israel and were preminiscent of his future greatness. Archery and 
a bow were connected with the blessing of Joseph given to him by his father Israel (Genesis 50: 22- 
23). 
An eagle was one of the symbols of Dan while the Tribe of Asher was represented by the olive tree.  
The reverse side of the Great Seal of the U.S.A. (as depicted in the Dollar bill) shows a pyramid, and a 
single-eye said to suggest the eye of Providence. 
A PYRAMID is also a typical representation of Egypt and according to Jewish tradition (Num.Rab.2; 5) 
the Tribe of Joseph had A picture of Egypt for their Tribal Standard. When you see a pyramid you think 
of Egypt.  
The U.S.A. has a large and mixed population but it includes a large number from the Tribes of Israel, 
and the Tribe of Joseph especially the portion of Manasseh seems to be paramount.’ 
 
This evidence makes it abundantly clear that the British Commonwealth and the United States of America are 
Ephraim and Manasseh, also known as Joseph. Do you now understand how the dream about Joseph’s family 
bowing down to him came true during the 19

th 
and 20

th
 centuries? However, the nations making up Joseph 

have been declining from the last part of the 20
th
 century to today; the reason for this decline could mainly be 

ascribed to their refusal to turn to Elohim in obedience. Abortions and teen pregnancies are on the increase in 
these nations. Divorce, drugs and alcoholism is at an all-time high.  Paganism is on the increase and Joseph 
has become the worst of the nations. The time has arrived for Elohim to punish them by stripping them from all 
the blessings and returning them to captivity. Britton and the USA have already lost a great deal of its power. 
Many of the gates of their enemies have reverted back to their enemies. Hong Kong and the Panama Canal 
are but two examples of these. Elohim is currently stripping these once powerful nations of their power and 
glory.  

                                                           
5
Information regarding the 10 lost tribes of Israel was in the main, obtained from Yair Davidy’s book entitled: “The Tribes.” Copies of 

this and other books on the same subject may be ordered from Yair Davidy at: Brit-Am Israel, P.O. Box 595, Jerusalem. 91004. Email: 
britam@netvision.net.il   

mailto:britam@netvision.net.il
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Genesis 41 verse 1 to 44 verse 17 (Mikeitz). 
 
This Torah portion is called Mikeitz, meaning ‘at the end of’. One of the greatest emotional setbacks that a 
person in prison can experience is the sense of abandonment. Two years after the chief butler was freed from 
jail, Joseph must have felt totally abandoned by his friends and foes alike. This is also what our master 
Yahshua must have felt like when He cried out in anguish, the words recorded in Psalm 22: 2 before He died 
on the stake, as follows: ‘My El, My El, why hast Thou forsaken Me.?’  
 
However, we read in Genesis 41: 1 – 7: ‘Now it happened at the end of two full years that Pharaoh had a 
dream, and behold, he was standing by the Nile. (2) And lo, from the Nile there came up seven cows, 
sleek and fat; and they grazed in the marsh grass. (3) Then behold, seven other cows came up after 
them from the Nile, ugly and gaunt (skinny), and they stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. 
(4) And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven sleek and fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke. (5) And he 
fell asleep and dreamed a second time; and behold, seven ears of grain came up on a single stalk, 
plump and good. (6) Then behold, seven ears, thin and scorched by the east wind, sprouted up after 
them. (7) And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump and full ears. Then Pharaoh awoke, and 
behold, it was a dream.’ Pharaoh believed that his dreams held some importance that he should know, so he 
sent for men who were supposed to have magic powers to interpret his unusual dreams. Pharaoh told these 
men his dreams, but not one of them was able to tell him the meanings of his dreams. 
 
It so happened that the Chief Butler who was serving at the king’s table, was the same one who was released 
two years previously. When he heard about the king’s dream, he suddenly remembered Joseph. Because he 
thought it would get him more favor with the king, he told the king about Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams. 
Soon after guards came to escort Joseph to the king. This was the opportunity which Joseph prayed for. We 
read in verse 15 of Genesis 41: ‘And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, but no one can 
interpret it; and I have heard it said about you, that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” In 
verse 16 Joseph answers Pharaoh, saying: “It is not in me; Elohim will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 
Here we see that Joseph do not take the credit for something that Elohim does through him.  If we should 
answer someone in that way today, he might  think that we are over-religious, and laugh about it. But Pharaoh 
was anxious and prepared to try any method to hear the answer to his dream. 
 
Pharaoh started telling Joseph about his dreams saying: “I dreamed that I stood by the Nile River and saw 
seven fat cows come out of the water. As these cows fed on the thick grass at the river, seven skinny cows 
came out of the river and consumed the seven fat cows. However, the thin cows remained just as they were 
before eating the fat cows.” Pharaoh continued: “I dreamed again, and saw seven plump heads of grain 
growing out of one stalk. Seven thin heads of grain appeared and ate the seven plump heads of grain. Yet 
even after they ate the seven plump heads of grain, they remained just as thin as before. Then I told my 
magicians about these dreams, but they could not tell me the meanings thereof.” Joseph listened to the king 
and said that both the dreams had the same meaning and that Elohim wanted to make doubly sure that 
Pharaoh heeds the warning that He wanted him to understand. The seven fat cows and the seven plump ears 
of grain meant that the next seven years will yield a record number of animal stock and grain harvests to 
Egypt. There will be much more than what the people of Egypt can consume. However, in the seven years that 
follow, there will be a severe famine in the land. Cattle will die because there will be nothing growing out of the 
ground to eat. Pharaoh and the people with him, stared at this Hebrew prisoner in silence. They could not 
understand how he could tell them what is to happen in their country over the next fourteen years. 
 
However, we see that Joseph continues talking to Pharaoh as is recorded in verses 33 – 36 of Genesis 41, 
saying: “And now let Pharaoh look for a man discerning and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. 
(34) Let Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers in charge of the land, and let him exact a fifth of the 
produce of the land of Egypt in the seven years of abundance. (35) Then let them gather all the food of 
these good years that are coming, and store up the grain for food in the cities under Pharaoh’s 
authority, and let them guard it, (36) and let the food become as a reserve for the land for the seven 
years of famine which will occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish during the 
famine.” Pharaoh told his advisors that he believes that Joseph was guided by his Elohim and that it would be 
foolish not to listen to him. They all agreed with Pharaoh. Next he told them that he chose Joseph to take care 
of storing the food in Egypt, upon which his advisors also agreed.  
    
When Joseph was summoned to the palace, Pharaoh said to him in Genesis 41: 39 – 44: ‘“Since Elohim has 
informed you of all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as you are. (40) You shall be over my 
house and according to your command all my people shall do homage; only in the throne I will be 
greater than you. (41) And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See I have set you over all the land of Egypt” (42) 
Then Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand, and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in 
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garments of fine linen, and put the gold necklace around his neck. (43) And he had him ride in his 
second chariot; and they proclaimed before him, “Bow the knee!” And he set him over all the land of 
Egypt. (44) Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Though I am Pharaoh, yet without your permission no 
one shall raise his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” Pharaoh also named Joseph Zaphenath-paneah; 
and gave him Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, as his wife.  
 
For a while after that Joseph traveled throughout Egypt and saw wonderful crops and many fat herds. It was 
clear that Elohim was carrying out His purpose to bless the nation of Egypt for a time with great abundance 
from the earth. Whereas Egypt used to be a dry sandy desert, there was so much rain during the first seven 
years that the whole region gave unusual crops. In the meantime Joseph gave orders that granaries be built in 
various regions in Egypt. He also started a system whereby a fifth of the crops are stored in the granaries. 
Joseph also became the father of two boys, named Ephraim and Manasseh. Soon the seven good years 
passed, then there came a change in the weather; rain almost ceased and hot winds blew often. The 
previously green fields turned yellow. Within a short time it was evident that the crops were going to fail, and 
the time of famine had arrived. 
 
Farmers in some regions began to run out of fodder for their animals, so Joseph ordered the storehouses to be 
opened. Soon it was plain to see that if the crops had not been stored, thousands of Egyptians would have 
starved in the first few years of the famine. The lack of rain affected even the areas outside of Egypt, and soon 
after peoples from the other nations around Egypt begged the Egyptians to sell them grain and meat.  Joseph 
gave orders that provisions be sold to all who were in need. Meanwhile back in Canaan Joseph’s family were 
also hard pressed for food and fodder for their animals. Joseph’s father heard that Egypt had grain to sell, so 
he sent ten of his sons to Egypt to go and buy provisions. Jacob kept Benjamin to remain behind as he was 
afraid that harm may befall him.  
 
Before carrying on with the Torah portion, let’s reflect on the valuable lesson to learn from Pharaoh’s dreams 
and their interpretation: All people experience cycles of plenty as well as cycles of famine in their lives. There 
are times in our lives that things go very well for us; we are healthy successful and comfortable. However, 
invariably during such times of plenty, we fail to put some of the bounty away, for use during leaner times. 
During such times we usually spend and live extravagantly, without considering that all good things eventually 
come to an end; to make matters worse, during such times, we often fail to create a sincere bond with our 
heavenly Father and to invest quality time and energy to cultivate real emotional intimacy with our loved ones. 
When eventually a time of famine arrives, we suddenly feel an urgent need to reach out to loved ones and 
Elohim. But at that point, we do not know how. The reason is that because we did not develop our 
relationships and spirituality during the years of plenty and are therefore deficient of the means we desperately 
require to survive the famine. The wisdom of Joseph is that you should never separate your years of plenty 
from your years of famine. During times of plenty, do not become blind and desensitized to what is really 
important in your life. Cultivate priorities during the times of plenty, which will keep you going during times of 
famine.  
 
For most of us life is going to become very hard in the near future. Our commission is to keep telling people 
about the better world that is coming soon; we have to proclaim the kingdom of Elohim to all the world, then 
the end will come, as we are told in Matthew 24: 14. We do not go out on street corners and shout for people 
to repent, because we know according to John 6: 44, that YHVH does the calling. The internet is a very good 
tool to get the message of the coming kingdom of Elohim out into the world. But we also need hard copies of 
material to get to those without internet access, and those who find it easier to read printed material. Only the 
naïve do not realize that the time to do the end time work is getting short. Soon there will be a famine of the 
word, when people will not hear the word of YHVH any longer, as we read in Amos 8: 11 – 12: “Behold, days 
are coming,” declares YHVH Elohim, “when I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a 
thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of YHVH. (12) And people will stagger from sea to sea, 
and from north even to the east; they will go to and fro to seek the word of YHVH, but they will not find 
it.” Time is of the essence - the great tribulation is closer than we think and it is time to put more energy into 
getting the good news of the coming kingdom of Elohim out into the world. We need to work whilst it is still 
possible, so that we may have material available when there will be a famine for hearing the words of YHVH. I 
believe that the Internet will not be available once the tribulation has started. Electricity and fuel for 
transportation will be in short supply and it will not be possible to distribute study material any longer.  
 
At this time we need to be ever mindful of the commission that we received from our Master Yahshua Messiah 
in Matthew 28: 19 & 20, saying: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, immersing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Set-apart Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. We are responsible to ensure, 
that those who come to believe in YHVH are suitably equipped to commence their walk on ‘the way of Elohim.’ 



Torah portions Page 34 
 

We also read in Ephesians 4: 11, ‘And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, (12) for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
service, to the building of the body of Messiah.’ In answer to the commission given us by Messiah and as 
one who after having practiced Torah for more than thirty years, I consider myself qualified to immerse new 
believers and teach them to observe all the things that Yahshua taught me through His word and the various 
teachers who instructed me in the teachings of Elohim.  
 

Taking camels and donkeys to carry back the loads they hoped to buy, the ten sons of Jacob went down into 
Egypt to find that they would have to bring their request for grain to the governor, who was next in power to 
Pharaoh.  When they came before the governor, they had no idea that he was the brother they had sold for a 
slave many years before. Joseph knew them as soon as they came before him. When they bowed, he 
remembered having dreamed as a lad that his brothers were bowing to him.  At last that prophetic dream had 
come true as we read in Genesis 42:6: “Now Joseph was the ruler over the land; he was the one who 
sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed down to him with their faces 
to the ground.” Joseph wanted to welcome them and tell them who he was. Instead, he decided to be harsh 
with them for their own good as we read in verses 9 – 13 of Genesis 42: ‘“You are spies; you have come to 
look at the undefended parts of our land.” (10) Then they said to him, “No my lord, but your servants 
have come to buy food. (11) We are all sons of one man; we are honest men, your servants are not 
spies.” (12) Yet he said to them, “No, but you have come to look at the undefended parts of our land!” 
(13) But they said, “Your servants are twelve brothers in all, the sons of one man in the land of 
Canaan; and behold, the youngest is with our father today, and one is no more.” Joseph wanted to ask 
about Benjamin, but he had to remain stern. So he continued as we read in verses 14 – 17 of Genesis 42: ‘”It 
is as I said to you, you are spies; (15) by this you will be tested; by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go 
from this place unless your youngest brother comes here! (16) Send one of you that he may get your 
brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you. But if 
not, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” (17) So he put them all together in prison for three 
days.’  
 
After three days Joseph had his brothers brought before him. They still insisted that they had come only to buy 
needed grain.  Joseph surprised them by saying that they will get their grain, but insisted that one of them will 
have to remain in jail, until they bring their youngest brother to him. The brothers’ faces fell. Each feared he 
would be the one to be jailed. Then they said to one another in verses 21 of Genesis 42: ”Truly we are guilty 
concerning our brother, because we saw the distress of his soul when he pleaded with us, yet we 
would not listen; therefore this distress has come upon us.” Reuben answered his brothers as we read in 
verse 22, as follows: “Did I not tell you, ‘Do not sin against the boy’; and you would not listen? Now 
comes the reckoning for his blood.” 
 
Joseph’s brothers did not know that he understood every word they said, as he spoke in Egyptian and they 
answered him in Hebrew through an interpreter.  Joseph felt so sorry for them that he turned his head away 
and wept, even though they had treated him brutally in the past. When he looked back at them he took Simeon 
from them and bound him before their eyes.  Guards took him away and imprisoned him.  It was becoming 
plainer to the brothers that Elohim was having a hand in their affairs.  Joseph told them to leave immediately. 
Later, after the brothers had bought the grain and loaded it on their animals, they were relieved to depart.  At 
dusk they stopped where the animals could be fed and sheltered for the night.  When one of the brothers 
opened his grain sack to feed his animal, he discovered a bag of coins that contained the exact amount he had 
paid for the sack of grain.  “It must be the money I paid for my part of the grain!” he exclaimed. “How did that 
get there?”  “This is not good,” one of the brothers said.  “It could be a scheme to arrest you for not paying for 
the grain.”  “They could arrest all of us if they could prove that one of us is a thief,” said another.  “Elohim is 
dealing with us because of the wrong things we have done.”  During the rest of the trip the brothers feared that 
Egyptian soldiers would overtake them, but they safely reached home in Canaan.  Jacob was happy at their 
return with the grain, but he was most unhappy to learn that Simeon was being held prisoner and that the 
governor of Egypt had demanded to see Benjamin. 
 
When Jacob’s sons began taking the grain out of their sacks, each was shocked to find a bag of money there.  
It was the same amount each had paid the Egyptians.  When Jacob learned about this, he was worried lest his 
sons be considered thieves and taken back to Egypt.  “I have already lost Joseph and Simeon,” Jacob said. 
“Now you say I should send Benjamin to Egypt.  I won’t do that because I don’t trust you to return him to me.”  
“Let me take Benjamin so that we may prove ourselves and rescue Simeon from prison.” Reuben suggested.  
“If I don’t return, you may have the lives of my two sons.”  “Don’t make foolish promises,” said Jacob.  “I don’t 
intend to part with Benjamin.  If anything should happen to him, I would die of sorrow.” 
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As months passed, famine conditions worsened.  Like most others, Jacob did not know that there would be 
seven years without enough rain to make crops possible.  Every day he prayed for rain, and each day he 
looked for a weather change.  Elohim had a plan He intended to carry out in spite of prayers from His 
followers.  We read Genesis 43: 1 & 2: ‘Now the famine was severe in the land. (2) So it came about when 
they had finished eating the grain which they had bought from Egypt, that their father said to them, 
“Go back, buy us a little food.”  In verse 3 - 5 of Genesis 43 we read how Judah spoke to Jacob saying: 
“The man solemnly warned us, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ (4) “If you 
send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. (5) But if you do not send him, we will not 
go down; for the man said to us, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you.”’ Jacob 
protested, but Judah continued in verses 8 & 9 of Genesis 43, as follows: “Send the lad with me, and we will 
arise and go, that we may live and not die, we as well as you and our little ones. (9) I myself will be 
surety for him; you may hold me responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him 
before you, then let me bear the blame before you forever.”  Jacob finally agreed.  We read in verse 11 - 
13: “Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some of the best products 
of the land in your bags, and carry down to the man as a present, a little balm and a little honey, 
aromatic gum and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. (12) And take double the money in your hand, 
and take back in your hand the money that was returned in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was a 
mistake. (13) Take your brother also, and arise, return to the man.” Once again Jacob’s sons went to 
Egypt, and once again they stood before the governor, who was their brother.  When Joseph saw that they had 
returned with Benjamin, he was very pleased.  However, he had to keep from showing his feelings. Then he 
ordered his house steward in verse 16 saying: “Bring the men into the house, and slay an animal and 
make ready; for the men are to dine with me at noon.”  The steward escorted the ten to Joseph’s quarters.  
They were not sure why they had been brought to such a fine place.  They began to wonder if they were there 
to receive some sort of punishment.  Therefore they told Joseph’s house steward about their first trip to Egypt 
for grain, and how their money had mysteriously been returned to them.  They explained to him that they 
wanted to give the money back, and that they had more money for buying more grain. However, the steward 
told them not to worry about it and to make themselves comfortable whilst waiting for his master to arrive.  
 
While the brothers waited, they were given the chance to bathe, and their animals were fed.  Then, to their 
surprise, their brother Simeon, who had been a prisoner for about a year, was brought in to them.  At noon 
Joseph arrived at his home with some high-ranking Egyptians.  The brothers bowed low to the governor, and 
humbly presented the gifts they had brought from Canaan.  Joseph thanked them and asked about their father.  
We read further in verses 29 – 31 of Genesis 43: ‘As he (Joseph) lifted his eyes and saw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother’s son, he said, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom you spoke to me?” And 
he said, “may Elohim be gracious to you, my son.” (30) And Joseph hurried out for he was deeply 
stirred over his brother, and he sought a place to weep; and he entered his chamber and wept there. 
(31) Then he washed his face, and came out; and he controlled himself and said, “Serve the meal.”’ 
With so many good things to eat and drink before them, the brothers quickly forgot their fears and worries.  
Benjamin enjoyed the meal more than anyone.  For one thing, he was served far more of everything.  Besides, 
he received special dishes not served to the others, inasmuch as Joseph quietly had instructed his servants to 
give him special treatment. Benjamin did not try to consume all that was set before him but it increased his 
awe for the governor.  He would have been more awed if he could have known that the governor was his 
brother!  
 
Josef commanded his steward to fill their sacks with food and put their money back in their bags. He also 
instructed his house steward to put his (Joseph’s) cup in the mouth of Benjamin’s sack. Early the next morning 
Jacob’s sons set out for home with as much grain as their animals could carry.  However, we read in verses 4 
– 9 of Genesis 44: ‘They had just gone out of the city, and were not far off, when Joseph said to his 
house steward, “Up follow the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid 
evil for good? (5) Is not this the one from which my lord drinks, and which he indeed uses for 
divination? You have done wrong in doing this” (6) So he overtook them and spoke these words to 
them. (7) And they said to him, “Why does my lord speak such words as these? Far be it from your 
servants to do such a thing.  (8) Behold, the money which we found in the mouth of our sacks we have 
brought back to you from the land of Canaan. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord’s 
house? (9) With whomever of your servants it is found, let him die, and we also will be my lord’s 
slaves.”’ They felt that it would be impossible for the cup to be found with them.  None would have dared take 
such a valuable article from the powerful governor of Egypt.   
 
The men searched the brother’s belongings and to the unpleasant surprise of Jacob’s sons, money for the 
grain was again found in the sacks. In addition Joseph’s silver cup was found in Benjamin’s sack!  In miserable 
silence the brothers packed their belongings back on their animals.  Surrounded by their pursuers, they rode 
back to face the governor.  When Joseph appeared, they fell down before him. We read Joseph’s words to 
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them in verses 15 of Genesis 44: “What is this deed that you have done? Do you not know that such a 
man as I can indeed practice divination?” In verse 16 Judah answers Joseph saying: “What can we say to 
my lord? What can we speak? And how can we justify ourselves? Elohim has found out the iniquity of 
your servants; behold, we are my lord’s slaves, both we and the one in whose possession the cup has 
been found.”  
 
We conclude this Torah portion with Joseph’s words in verse 17, saying: “Far be it from me to do this. The 
man in whose possession the cup has been found, he shall be my slave; but as for you, go up in peace 
to your father.”  Perhaps some of the brothers thought that this was a fair way of settling matters. But Judah 
did not. We will read about this in next week’s Torah portion.  
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Genesis 44: 18 to 47: 27 (Vayigash). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Vayigash, meaning ‘and he drew near’. Commencing in Genesis 44: 18, we 
read: ‘Then Judah approached him (Joseph), and said, “Oh my lord, may your servant please speak a 
word in my lord’s ears, and do not be angry with your servant; for you are equal to Pharaoh.”’  In the 
last Torah portion, we saw that the governor’s cup was found in Benjamin’s sack after the sons of Jacob 
completed their business and were on their way to Canaan. They were pursued by Joseph’s house steward 
and it was agreed that the one with whom the cup is found, will become the governor’s slave. However, we see 
here that Judah humbled himself before the governor (even before knowing his identity), pointing out that his 
father almost died of sorrow when he had lost a young son by the name of Joseph, and that his father was 
sure to die of sorrow if his youngest son Benjamin does not return home with his brothers.  Judah is 
unknowingly making amends for his past mistakes, in plotting to kill Joseph, and eventually selling him into 
slavery. This lesson to learn is one of cause and effect: Judah who was many years before so willing to take a 
life, is here doing everything in his power to save the lives of both Benjamin and his father Jacob. He was 
making amends for his sin against Joseph by offering to redeem his brother Benjamin. When the fall of Adam 
brought death into the world, Elohim made amends by sending the Son into the world, as we read John 3: 17: 
“For Elohim did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved 
through Him.” This is confirmed in Romans 6: 23, as follows: ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of Elohim is eternal life in Messiah Yahshua our Master.’ YHVH corrects us with the hope to restore 
us, not to judge and prove us guilty. We also read in Isaiah 30: 20 & 21: ‘Although YHVH has given you 
bread of privation and water of oppression, He, your Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes 
will behold your Teacher. (21) And your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” 
whenever you turn to the right or to the left.’ Elohim’s way is positive explanation and correction, not 
damnation, like some believe.  
 
In talking to Nicodemus, Yahshua said in John 3: 5: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of Elohim.” Yahshua was saying that the outward sign of 
immersion was the first voluntary step in making amends. When our Father YHVH calls us through the truth of 
His word, we realize our need to make amends or reconciliation to our Father. We read accordingly in 2 
Corinthians 5: 17 – 19: ‘Therefore if any man is in Messiah, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come. (18) Now all these things are from Elohim, who reconciled us to 
Himself through Messiah, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, (19) namely, that Elohim was in 
Messiah reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation.’ Even after immersion when we get estranged from YHVH by 
those sins which so beset us, each of us need to make amends (overcome by repenting) and return to Torah 
observance.  
 
Judah’s account touches Joseph’s heart and he reveals himself to his brothers, saying in Genesis 45: 1 – 4: 
‘“Have everyone go out from me.” So there was no man with him when Joseph made himself known to 
his brothers. (2) And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh 
heard of it.  (3)  Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. (4) Then Joseph said to his 
brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came closer. And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt.”’ Joseph’s brothers stared at him in silence. I am positive some of them recalled 
his dream, of them bowing down to him. Joseph continued to explain to his brothers that all that happened to 
him was Elohim’s doing – He opened the way for Joseph to be taken to Egypt. Elohim gave Joseph the ability 
to see what was going to happen in the future. It was for the good of many people, including them and their 
father that Elohim directed Joseph to prepare for the famine. He also told them that there remains five years of 
famine ahead and that they should return to their father, and tell him what happened and what is about to 
happen. Joseph also tells his brothers to bring their entire family and all their possessions to Egypt to live there 
during the remaining years of the famine; else they could lose all that they have. 

We read in Genesis 45: 14 – 16: ‘Then he (Joseph) fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept; and 
Benjamin wept on his neck. (15) And he kissed all his brothers and wept on them, and afterwards his 
brothers talked with him. (16) Now when the news was heard in Pharaoh’s house that Joseph’s 
brothers had come, it pleased Pharaoh and his servants.’ Joseph their long lost brother is finally revealed 
to his brothers. Can you imagine what will happen one day when the eyes of the Israelites will be opened to 
their own identity? When they realize that they are Israel and that Judah is their brother and when Judah will 
recognize them as being his brothers Israel. This is about to happen in the near future. But something even 
more astounding is about to happen in the near future. Yahshua our Messiah is about to appear on the scene, 
as we read in Zechariah 12: 10: “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have 
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pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over 
Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born.” When Yahshua returns our Jewish brother’s will be in the 
synagogue, keeping Rosh Hashanah or as we know it, the Feast of Trumpets. This will be the start of a new 
age for the world, when Messiah will return to rule us from Jerusalem, for the next thousand years. The Jews, 
who are assembled in the Synagogue on that day, will see Yahshua’s hands, like His disciple Thomas did, as 
is recorded in John 20: 28 as follows: ‘Thomas answered and said to Him (Yahshua), “My Master and my 
Elohim!” There is no doubt in my mind that YHVH will save our Jewish brothers as part of all Israel, at that 
time. However, Yahshua will return when mankind will be in danger of destroying itself completely, as may be 
seen in verse 22 of Matthew 24: “And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been 
saved; but for the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short.” Yahshua will return to save his chosen 
ones - the ones who are led by the Set-apart Spirit, to obey Torah, to go on into His millennium rule. We read 
about this in Revelation 11:  15: ‘And the seventh angel sounded; and there arose loud voices in heaven 
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Master, and of His Messiah; and He 
will reign forever and ever.’ The nations will not welcome the return of Yahshua. They will fight against Him 
as we read in Revelation 17: 14, as follows: “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will 
overcome them, because He is Master of Masters and King of Kings, and those who are with Him are 
the called and chosen and faithful.” The saints made immortal – will rule with Messiah on the earth as we 
read in Revelation 5: 10 “And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and priests to our Elohim; and they 
will reign upon the earth.” 

The lost tribes of Israel will also get to know the real Yahshua at that time. He will not be a little baby in a 
manger, nor will He be the blond longhaired ‘C*h*r*i*s*t* that came to do away with His Father’s laws, with 
whom they are ‘familiar’. Talking about the great tribulation in Ezekiel 6, we read in verses 4 – 10: “So your 
altars will become desolate, and your incense altars will be smashed; and I shall make your slain fall in 
front of your idols. (5) I shall also lay the dead bodies of the sons of Israel in front of their idols; and I 
shall scatter your bones around your altars. (6) In all your dwellings, cities will become waste and the 
high places will be desolate, that your altars may become waste and desolate, your idols may be 
broken and brought to an end, your incense altars may be cut down, and your works may be blotted 
out. (7) And the slain will fall among you, and you will know that I am YHVH. (8) However, I shall leave a 
remnant, for you will have those who escaped the sword among the nations when you are scattered 
among the countries. (9) Then those of you who escape will remember Me among the nations to which 
they will be carried captive, how I have been hurt by their adulterous hearts which turned away from 
Me, and by their eyes, which played the harlot after their idols; and they will loathe themselves in their 
own sight for the evils which they have committed, for all their abominations. (10) Then they will know 
that I am YHVH; I have not said in vain that I would inflict this disaster on them.”  However we also read 
in Zechariah 8: 11 – 13: ‘But now I will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,’ 
declares YHVH of hosts. (12) ‘For there will be peace for the seed: the vine will yield its fruit, the land 
will yield its produce, and the heavens will give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to 
inherit all these things.’ (13) ‘And it will come about that just as you were a curse among the nations, O 
house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you that you may become a blessing. Do not fear; let 
your hands be strong.’ 
 
Back to our Torah portion, we see that when Pharaoh heard about Joseph and his family, he was anxious to 
help them because of his high regard for Joseph. He supplied them with carriages to take grain and fodder 
back to Canaan. We also read in Genesis 45: 22 & 23: ‘To each of them (Joseph’s brothers) he (Joseph) 
gave changes of garments, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of 
garments. (23) And to his father he sent as follows: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, 
and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and sustenance for his father on the journey.” 
Then Joseph’s family left to travel back to Canaan. When they arrived home they told their father Jacob that 
Joseph is alive, and has become a ruler over all the land of Egypt. At first Jacob did not believe his sons. 
However, when he saw the things that Joseph sent for him, his spirit revived and he said in verse 28 of 
Genesis 45: “It is enough; my son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 
 
So Jacob set out with all his possessions and when he came to Beersheba, he offered a sacrifice to Elohim. 
During that night YHVH spoke to Jacob in a dream, saying in verses 2 - 4 of Genesis 46: “Jacob, Jacob.” 
And he said, “Here I am.” (3) And He said, “I am Elohim, the Elohim of your father; do not be afraid to 
go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great nation there. (4) I will go down with you to Egypt, and I 
will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will close your eyes.” We are given the names of Jacob’s 
descendants from verse 8 of Genesis 47. We read in verses 26 & 27, ‘All the persons belonging to Jacob, 
who came to Egypt, his direct descendants, not including the wives of Jacob’s sons, were sixty-six 
persons in all, (27) and the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two; all the persons 
of the house of Jacob, who came to Egypt, were seventy.’ We are given the names of the male 
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descendants of Jacob here, as we will later see how they increased in the land of Egypt, before Elohim 
brought them out through Moses. Seventy men went into Egypt and 600,000 men on foot besides children left 
Egypt. Together with women and children the Israelites numbered between two and a half to three million 
people.  
 
Jacob sends Judah before him to Joseph, to show him the way to Goshen. As soon as Joseph heard that his 
father’s caravan had reached Egypt, he drove out in his chariot with his cavalrymen to meet them. The reunion 
between a father and his long lost son was a joyous occasion. Joseph told his father that Pharaoh would like 
him to appear before him. He also told Jacob to tell Pharaoh that he and his sons tend animals for a living, 
even though the Egyptians regarded animals as sacred and was not fond of shepherds or herdsmen. Pharaoh 
at first asked five of Joseph’s brothers to appear before him, and inquired about their occupations. When he 
heard that they dealt in sheep and cattle, he told them to settle in the land of Goshen. This is in fact what 
Joseph hoped for, as the best pastures were in Goshen. When Jacob was brought before Pharaoh, he was 
treated with great honor, because Pharaoh had respect for Joseph. During the following few weeks Joseph 
had the opportunity to visit his father and brothers on a regular basis. However, in the meantime the famine 
grew worse. The nations who lived too luxuriously during the seven good years were the first to feel the pinch. 
Joseph informed the surrounding nations that Egypt would accept farm animals as payment for grain. After the 
animals were turned in, there was a short period during which the people complained less. But, before long, 
the surrounding nations were in trouble again. So Joseph informed them that Pharaoh will accept land in 
exchange for food. Soon Pharaoh became the wealthiest landlord in that part of the world.  
 
The food shortage became more of a problem as the time passed. Near the end of the famine, Joseph started 
moving people back to farms. He told them that Pharaoh now owns their property, but that he will provide seed 
for them to start cultivating new crops. In return they had to give Pharaoh a fifth of their harvest. Since the 
people considered this a fair exchange they agreed. After the seven years of famine was over, rain returned to 
the land and crops began to spring up in abundance. This resulted in the fact that the Egyptians had even a 
higher regard for Joseph. Joseph made a statute concerning the land of Egypt, stating that Pharaoh should 
have a fifth of all crops, only the land of the priests did not become Pharaoh’s. We conclude this Torah portion 
in Genesis 47: 27, as follows: ‘Now Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in Goshen, and they acquired 
property in it and were fruitful and became very numerous.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Torah portions Page 40 
 

Genesis 47: 28 to 50: 26 (Vay’Chi). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Vay’Chi, meaning ‘and he lived’. The things that happened in the small 
community in the book of Genesis is what is happening in the greater world today, as the offspring of these 
forefathers still live on in nations of today. In this the final Torah portion in the book of Genesis, we will discover 
the members of the lost tribes of Israel, not previously identified. 
 
Jacob lived seventeen years in Egypt. His family and his children’s families increased greatly in numbers 
during that time. Elohim changed Jacob’s name to Israel, and it is for that reason that his descendants are 
called Israelites, a nation that developed whilst they lived in Egypt. Jacob believed that his life was nearly over, 
so he sent for Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, in order to bless them. I discussed Jacob’s blessing 
of Joseph’s two sons in a previous Torah portion. We learnt by comparing Scriptural prophesy that Ephraim 
became a commonwealth of nations and Manasseh became a great nation. We learnt that Joseph was the 
father of the English speaking nations of the world today. We identified Ephraim as Great Britain, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa and Manasseh as the United States of America. It is for that reason 
that I insert the portion regarding the blessing of Joseph, even though out of sequence, here, as given in 
Genesis 49: 22 – 26: “Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; its branches run over a 
wall. (23) The archers bitterly attacked him, and shot at him and harassed him; (24) but his bow 
remained firm, and his arms were agile, from the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the 
Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), (25) from the Elohim of your father who helps you, and by the Almighty 
who blesses you with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of 
the breasts and of the womb. (26) The blessings of your father have surpassed the blessings of my 
ancestors up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; may they be on the head of Joseph, and on 
the crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers.” As we saw in an earlier Torah 
portion Jacob blessed his two grandsons in Genesis 48: 15 – 20 before he blessed his sons. We also learnt 
that Ephraim received a double portion. After blessing Joseph’s sons, Jacob also blessed his other sons (as is 
recorded in Genesis 49), because he knew that his death was near.  
 
Before identifying the lost ten tribes, I would like to make it clear that, in total agreement and as stated by Yair 
Davidy in his book entitled “The Tribes”, we are by no means racist. I wish to insert a direct quotation from 
page 401 of the above mentioned book, showing that we fully concur with Yair Davidy, a fellow Jewish 
Israelites: 
“The Almighty created all mankind and everyone has free will to do right or wrong within the limitations imposed 

upon him by his surroundings and circumstance. Every person ideally should endeavor to do the best he can as 

well as he can with what he has which includes his inherited traits as well as his acquired ones. What applies to 

individuals is even more applicable to groups of common ancestry in which the communal effort re-inforces and 

empowers all of its members. In the same way as propensities for music and the like are often inherited so too are 

tribal traits for better or for worse. This does not mean that any group has the right to feel itself racially or 

otherwise somehow “superior” to any other or to be prejudiced against those who are not family members. By the 

individual and his group or sub-tribe understanding to what Tribal unit within the overall Israelite framework 

they belong or are attached to so will they be enabled to consciously contribute in the desired direction.  

On the international level, this is a changing world, in which the same or similar forces and alignments periodically 

re-appear. It would help all concerned to be conscious of their ultimate familial connections as indicated in the 

BIBLE and what their interest should therefore be. More specifically, the Western peoples should know that the 

Jewish hold upon all of the Land of Israel is most desirable from the viewpoint of Scripture and is for the good of 

everybody. Also that as Israelites all Tribal members (especially those pertaining to the northern group headed by 

JOSEPH) have an obligation (beyond the duty incumbent on every human being) to do right and to regulate the 

affairs of humanity in a positive direction. It would pay us all to read the Bible more frequently and to strive for 

deeper understanding.” The Scriptures clearly show that YHVH is dealing with the various nations at different 
times, as is recorded for us in the following Scriptures:  

 Deuteronomy 32: 8: “When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when He separated 
the sons of man, He set the boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the sons of 
Israel.” 

 Acts 17: 26 & 27: ‘And He made from one (blood) every nation of mankind to live on all the face 
of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation, 
(27) that they should seek Elohim, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He 
is not far from each one of us.’ 

 
Continuing with this week’s Torah portion, we read in Genesis 49: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘Then Jacob summoned 
his sons and said, “Assemble yourselves that I may tell you what shall befall you in the days to come. 
(2) Gather together and hear, O sons of Jacob; and listen to Israel your father.’ We are actually able to 
identify most of the sons of Israel, by the blessings each of them received from their father. Starting with his 
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eldest son Reuben in Genesis 49: 3 & 4, we read: “Reuben, you are my first-born; my might and the 
beginning of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. (4) Uncontrolled as water, 
you shall not have preeminence, because you went up to your father’s bed; then you defiled it – he 
went up on my couch.” The French descended in the main from Jacob’s eldest son Reuben. They possess 
the dignity and finesse suitable for a first-born son. The Hebrew name Reuben –  ראובןpronounced Ra-oo-ben. 
Ra-oo means ‘see’ and ben means ‘son’. Therefore the name Reuben means ‘see a son’.  
 
We read in Joshua 22: 9: “And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of 
Manasseh returned home and departed from the sons of Israel at Shiloh which is in the land of 
Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their possession which they had possessed, 
according to the command of YHVH through Moses.” The Galatians descended from the Israelite tribes of 
Reuben, Gad and half-Manasseh and had once been located in the land of Israel east of the Jordan River. The 
area used to be known as Gilead and Bashan. The name of the Galatians was sometimes tendered as ‘Galadi’ 
and is derived from the Hebrew Gilead. The Galatians had a tendency to join in alliance with the Goths

6
. The 

Galatians were identifiable in Europe with both part of the Celts and Belgae and with early groups in Germany. 
Germany like Scandinavia received tribes from Scythia via Scandinavia and westward into Gaul and Britain. 
Gaul is the inclusive name for modern day France, Belgium, Switzerland and Holland. However, not all of the 
French were from the tribe of Reuben. The Huguenots identified as Calvinist Protestants from France, were 
according to Ruth Shecter, an Author and researcher from Beer Sheva University in Israel basically Hebraic in 
character and mindset.  
 
Jews fled from Portugal and Spain during the Spanish inquisition to France and Holland. Whilst Jews practiced 
their religion openly in France and Holland. Portugal and the Spanish colonies in the Americas, where the 
inquisition was imposed, lead to crypto-Jews secretly practicing Judaism. France, because it was next to Spain 
was a natural point of escape for Jews fleeing across the border. France was a Catholic country and expelled 
the Jews in 1394. Although Jews were expelled from France from the twelve through the fifteenth centuries, a 
large number of conversos remained behind in the south of France. The Sephardic remnant was quietly 
enlarged by ‘New Christians’, Judaizers or Marranos from Portugal and Spain. France officially opened its 
borders for fleeing conversos from Portugal and Spain in 1550. In 1615 Louis XIII published an edict insisting 
that all Jews leave France within a month, but the Bordeaux parliament, prevented the expulsion from 
occurring. In 1656, Louis XIV issued an edict confining all ‘New Christians’ to Bordeaux and its surrounds. As 
time passed, the crypto-Jews or ‘New Christians’ of southern France were referred to as Jews. However, whilst 
there were Sephardic communities who openly practiced Judaism, most of the Sephardic Jews in France 
disappeared. Some merged with Catholicism, whilst others later showed up in Holland. 
 
The rise of Protestantism in France had a special appeal for the Jews. Protestantism had several positive 
factors that made it attractive for secret Jews, who wanted an outward Christian identity. The mutual enemy of 
Protestantism and Judaism was Catholicism. In addition Protestantism appealed to traders and the better 
educated and those who were better off financially. The Sephardic and Protestant or Huguenot areas 
overlapped. Huguenots were sometimes treated well, but were persecuted most of the time for not being 
Catholics. Thousands were killed or sent to prison. Because of persecution about 850,000 Huguenots 
converted to Catholicism and about 160,000 went into exile. Throughout the history of the Huguenots, the 
French Protestants had an affinity for the Jews. After 1685 about 400,000 Huguenots emigrated to Prussia, 
Holland, Britain, Switzerland and North America. Among the Dutch-dominated settlers in South Africa, were 
many of Huguenot origin. Many of the Huguenot family names that showed up in their host countries suggest a 
connection with Jewish origins. But a large number of crypto-Jews remained in the countries of their origins. 
Their Jewish names were changed when they were forced into baptism in Catholicism. Today there are many 
Portuguese names and surnames connected to trees, plants and animals which was a typical way in which 
crypto-Jews identified themselves after baptism, e.g. Pereira (pear tree), D’Almeida (Almond) or Da Costa 
(meaning from the coast). These names indicate ancestry going back to the hidden Jews of Portugal. It is for 
this reason that many Portuguese, as well as many of the French Huguenots and Dutch immigrants who fled 
Catholic persecution to the USA, Canada, the UK and South Africa are  in fact Jewish. The historian Arthur J. 
Zuckerman believed that Jews were referred to as ‘Goths’, because they often came from the region of 
Narbonne which was also known as ‘Gothia’.  
 
Continuing in Genesis 49: 5 - 7, we read: “Simeon and Levi are brothers; their swords are implements of 
violence. (6) Let my soul not enter into their council; let not my glory be united with their assembly; 
because in their anger they slew men, and in their self-will they lamed oxen. (7) Cursed be their anger, 
for it is fierce; and their wrath, for it is cruel. I will disperse them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.” 
As I mentioned before, many of the teachers in both houses of Israel are probably from the tribe of Levi, who 
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were scattered in Israel. We also read about Levi in Deuteronomy 33: 8 – 11: ‘And of Levi he said, “Let Thy 
Thummim and Thy Urim belong to Thy godly man, whom Thou didst prove at Massah, with whom Thou 
didst contend at the waters of Meribah; (9) who said of his father and his mother, ‘I did not consider 
them’ and he did not acknowledge his brothers, nor did he regard his own sons, for they observed Thy 
word, and kept Thy covenant. (10) “They shall teach Thine ordinances to Jacob, and Thy law to Israel. 
They shall put incense before Thee, and whole burnt offerings on Thine altar. (11) “O YHVH, bless his 
substance, and accept the work of his hands; shatter the loins of those who rise up against him, and 
those who hate him, so that they may not rise again.”’ 
 
We read in Genesis 49: 8 – 12: “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of 
your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down to you. (9) Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my 
son, you have gone up.  He couches, he lies down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 
(10) The scepter shall not depart from Judah.  Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh 
comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.  (11) He ties his foal to the vine, and his 
donkey’s colt to the choice vine; he washes his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of grapes. 
(12) His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.” Judah will have the Oracles of Elohim, 
until Messiah comes to rule His people from Jerusalem. We may twist and turn as much as we like, YHVH 
does not change. Some insist that YHVH has taken away the Oracles of Elohim, from the Jews, because of 
their unbelief. However, Romans 3: 3 & 4, indicates that those who say so, are nothing but liars: ‘What then? 
If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of Elohim, will it? (4) May it never 
be! Rather, let Elohim be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, “THAT THOU 
MIGHTEST BE JUSTIFIED IN THY WORDS, AND MIGHTEST PREVAIL WHEN THOU ART JUDGED.”’ 
Jews usually have dark brown eyes and milk white teeth. Yahshua our Messiah came in the form of a man, but 
lived as a Jew. He definitely looked nothing like some Christian Bibles portray Him, i.e. with long blond hair and 
a refined European nose. There is no doubt that like as the Jews of today, He was from the Tribe of Judah. 
However, as explained earlier, there might have been Jews amongst the Huguenots (French) and Dutch 
Protestants who fled Catholic persecution, as well as Spaniards and Portuguese peoples who fled the Catholic 
(Spanish) inquisition. The modern day Jews descend mainly from the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin.  
 
Talking about Zebulon’s blessing in Genesis 49: 13, we read: “Zebulon shall dwell at the seashore; and he 
shall be a haven for ships, and his flank shall be toward Sidon.” Zebulon is identifiable with Holland, as 
only the Dutch dwell on the shores of the sea. The ship is the symbol of Holland. The Frisians are people who 
are concentrated in Northern Holland, but once spread along the coast from Scandinavia to Holland, Belgium 
and also into France. Moses blessed Zebulon in Deuteronomy 33: 18 & 19, saying: “Rejoice, Zebulon, in 
your going forth, and, Issachar, in your tents. (19) They shall call peoples to the mountain; there they 
shall offer righteous sacrifices; for they shall draw out the abundance of the seas, and the hidden 
treasures of the sand.” Many South Africans are descended from the Dutch. Both Holland and South Africa 
are somehow busy on the seashores. A large part of Holland is below sea level on the shores of the sea, 
South Africa also finds a good portion of its diamond wealth from the sands of the sea. The stone of Zebulon 
(on the Chief Priest’s Breastplate) was a diamond. South Africa used to produce most of the world’s diamonds 
and are processed and traded with Belgium. Many of the white South Africans are from Dutch descent. The 
people of Flanders in Belgium also have a Dutch connection. 
 
Before going on to another tribe, I insert here another quote from Yair Davidy’s book, entitled; “The Tribes” 
(pages 233 & 234), for the sake of my fellow South Africans, as follows: 
“South Africa was colonized mainly by people of British and Dutch descent with others in addition to the presence 

of several different African nations. The white (and colored) peoples are those who in this case belong to Israel. The 

coat of arms of South Africa, prior to 1994 featured a lion (from Joseph- Britain) and two deer (a Springbok and 

an Oryx).  The deer was a symbol of Naphtali of whom it was prophesied that he would be greatly blessed and 

receive ‘the west and the south’ in Deuteronomy 34: 23. The motto on the previous coat of arms of South Africa 

means ‘Unity is Strength’. Even though Naphtali was primarily to be found in Norway and Zebulon in Holland, 

Naphtali had also historical connections to the area of Holland and groups relating to Naphtali were to be found 

amongst the Dutch, many of whom settled in South Africa. In addition, Vikings from Denmark colonized northeast 

England. Vikings also settled in parts of Wales and Ireland and Tribes of Naphtali and Dan had given rise to the 

Viking movement. It may well be that amongst both the English and Dutch settlers of South Africa many were 

descendant from Naphtali. On the whole, however, the land should be attributed to the domain of Joseph. Things 

have now changed in South Africa and it remains to be seen what the fate of white people there will be.”  
 
We read in Genesis 49: 14 – 15: “Issachar is a strong donkey, lying down between the sheepfolds. (15) 
When he saw that a resting place was good and that the land was pleasant, he bowed his shoulder to 
bear burdens, and became a slave at forced labor.”  The tribe of Issachar are to be found in present day 
Finland and Switzerland. Switzerland is a neutral republic, using its financial influence to ward off enemies and 
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making it worthwhile for others to respect its neutrality. Finland also received settlers from Issachar, even 
though they are like Switzerland traditionally neutral, they defeated the Russians single-handedly in battle. The 
name Issachar in Hebrew connotes ‘rewards’ or ‘hire’.  The Swiss are famous in the world for their banks 
which take commission for hiring out other people’s money.  We also read in 1 Chronicles 12: 32: ‘And the 
sons of Issachar, men who understood the times, with knowledge of what Israel should do, their chiefs 
were two hundred; and all their kinsmen were at their command.’ Switzerland is famous for its reliable and 
accurate watches and in that sense they ‘understood the times.’ Finland also shows qualities relevant to 
Issachar and was also inhabited by the tribe of Issachar. (Even though Jacob called his son Issachar a strong 
donkey, he was actually paying him a compliment. Donkeys who are supposed to carry burdens have great 
strength. They do not easily fall under the burdens of life. However, we see in verse 14 of Genesis 49 that the 
donkey is lying down between two burdens. Things can get too much for us at times, even for the strongest 
among us. That is when we are required to lie down to rest. The two burdens spoken about here in the 
prophetic sense are the two main branches of the house of Israel, namely: Ephraim (a collective name for the 
ten lost tribes in Scriptures) and Judah. The two houses, are as we know, divided and must be made into one. 
The donkey sees a pleasant resting place, as we are told in verse 15. The resting place is the Land of Israel. 
This is where Ephraim and Judah will eventually be united as a physical and eventually a spiritual nation and 
become one in faith and purpose, as we are told in Ezekiel 37. The donkey is a type of our determination to 
bear the burdens that YHVH gives us, without complaining. (If we are called to do the work of YHVH we have 
no choice: We either serve Him 100% or perish.)
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Continuing in Genesis 49: 16 - 18, we read: “Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.  
(17) Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a horned snake in the path, that bites the horse’s heels, so that 
his rider falls backward. (18) “For Thy salvation I wait, O Elohim.” We have identified the tribe of Dan in a 
previous Torah portion, with mainly Ireland, but also with the Danes and the Welsh people. Ireland has a harp 
on its coat of Arms. The harp is associated with King David. The flag of Wales depicts a dragon, another 
symbol of the tribe of Dan. 
 
We read about Gad in Genesis 49: 19, as follows: “As for Gad raiders shall raid him, but he shall raid at 
their heels.” The tribe of Gad dominated Sweden, whose major constituent divisions bear names reminiscent 
of Gad and his sons.  
 
Jacob’s blessing for Asher appears in Genesis 49: 20, like this: “As for Asher, his food shall be rich, and he 
shall yield royal dainties.”  The olive tree was the traditional symbol for the tribe of Asher. Asher was 
eventually found mainly in the northern part of England and Scotland where they intermarried with the 
descendants of Joseph. Moses blessed Asher in Deuteronomy 33: 24, saying: “More blessed than sons of 
Asher; may he be favored by his brothers, and may he dip his foot in oil.” We know that this refers to the 
oil found in the North Sea area between Scotland and Norway. Asher is positively identified as being the Scots. 
 
We read about Naphtali’s blessing in Genesis 49: 21, as follows: “Naphtali is a doe let loose, he gives 
beautiful words.”  The Naphtalites were from the 10 Tribes of Israel and were reported to have migrated via 
the Russian Central Asia to Scandinavia. The Naphtalite Vikings eventually became the Norwegians.  
 
Finally, we read about Benjamin’s blessing in Genesis 49: 27: “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning 
he devours the prey, and in the evening he divides the spoil.” Part of the tribe of Benjamin became the 
basic stock of the so-called Normans. The Normans used the symbol of a wolf, which is the same symbol used 
by the tribe of Benjamin. The rest of the tribe of Benjamin, are found in the modern day nation of Belgium. 
 
YHVH has from the time that He called Israel out of Egypt planned for them to be His model nation.  He 
wanted them to show the other nations of the world how to live and serve Him. Because YHVH never changes, 
His plan is still in force and will remain so for ever.  The Scriptures are filled with references to the nation of 
Israel from Genesis to Revelation.  Even those who are not bloodline Israelites have the opportunity to become 
the Israel of Elohim, as we read in such scriptures as Galatians 3: 26 – 29, Galatians 6: 16 and Romans 9: 6.  
We read finally in Revelation 21 & 22 when The New Jerusalem comes down to earth it will only have 12 
gates; one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel.  There will be no gates for the various denominations of 
Christianity or for any other religion for that matter. The laws applicable in the Kingdom of Elohim will be the 
same ones given to Moses at Mount Sinai.  We will keep the Feast Days as given in Leviticus 23 and the 
Kosher Laws given in Leviticus 11, Deuteronomy 14, Genesis 32: 32 and Leviticus 3: 16 & 17. 
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Many Christians do not want to accept the fact that we are Israel and that the Jews were destined to preserve 
the Oracles of Elohim for all Israel, over the past 2000 years. They preserved the Hebrew language, the timing 
of the Sabbath, Set-apart days of Elohim and the oral Torah regarding the Koshering of food, etc.  Many 
Nazarene/Messianic Jews/Israelites do not want to accept that the Jews have the Oracles of Elohim, and by so 
doing they contradict (or deny) the word of YHVH.  I pray that by this exposure of the identity of the Tribes of 
Israel, many will begin to realize the value of the Word of Elohim in their lives and will as a result determine to 
obey the Word of Elohim, rather than the doctrines of men. 
 
Most of the material that I used in this Torah portion comes from Yair Davidy’s book and web page. I believe 
that each and every one of us should study the books and the material available on his web page. Yair Davidy 
may be contacted at: Brit-Am Israel, P.O. Box 595, Jerusalem. 91004. Israel. E-mail: britam@netvision.net.il 
 
We end this book with the blessing: Chazak Chazak V’Nit Chazak! (Be strong, be strong, and may we be 
strengthened). 
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Exodus 
Exodus 1 verse 1 to 6 verse 1 (Shemoth). 

 
The name of this week’s Torah portion is Shemoth, meaning ‘going out.’ We commence in Exodus 
(Transliterated in Hebrew as Shemoth) 1 verse 1 through 5; we are again given the names and numbers of 
Jacob’s sons who went to Egypt. We read in verse 6 that whilst they were living in Egypt, Joseph died and all 
his brothers and all their generation died. However, we read in verse 7, that the sons of Israel were fruitful and 
increased greatly, multiplied and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled with them.  
 
Several Pharaoh’s ruled and died meanwhile. The next one mentioned in Scriptures after Joseph’s time did not 
know Joseph at all. In fact we can deduce from what he said in verse 9 & 10, that he disliked the Israelites, as 
follows: ‘Behold, the people of the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we. (10) Come, let us deal 
wisely with them, lest they multiply and in the event of war, they also join themselves to those who 
hate us, and fight against us, and depart from the land.’ During the enormous famine that spread 
throughout the entire world, Joseph was at the center of it all. However, after the famine ended, Joseph’s help 
was no longer required. Over time and after an entire generation passed away, the people in Egypt simply did 
not know Joseph. It is the same with us today: There are people who helped us enormously in the past. Whilst 
they assisted us, we might have been very grateful and even told them so. But as time went on, it was just not 
normal to continue to shower them with gratitude.  However, we should not forget to ‘now and then’ inform 
them how much we appreciate their selfless way of life. Friends will appreciate such ‘out of the blue’ 
expressions of appreciation beyond words.   
 
As time elapsed the Israelites were lured from their farms and pastures to construction jobs. Soon they 
realized that they were tricked into forced labor. The Egyptians hoped that in these miserable circumstances 
their numbers would dwindle, but the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more they 
spread out, so that they were in dread of the sons of Israel. The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to 
labor rigorously and they made their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all kinds of labor in 
the field. All the hard treatment failed to reduce the numbers of the Israelites. Therefore the cruel Pharaoh 
decreed that all Hebrew midwives would be expected to kill baby boys born of the Israelites. Failure to obey 
was punishable by death. However, the midwives had no intention to commit murder. When Pharaoh heard 
about this he called them to come and explain. We read in verse 19 of Exodus 1, how the midwives answered 
Pharaoh, as follows: “Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian woman; for they are 
vigorous, and they give birth before the midwife’s can get to them.” Because the midwives feared Elohim, 
He established households for them. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people saying (as we read in verse 22 
of Exodus 1): “Every son who is born you are to cast into the Nile and every daughter you are to keep 
alive.” 
 
Next we read about the birth of Moses in Exodus 2: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘Now a man from the house of Levi 
went and married a daughter of Levi. (2) And the woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw 
that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months.’  Then because she knew the authorities were 
suspicious, she put the baby in a pitch-smeared basket and set him afloat in the nearby river, trusting that 
Elohim would send someone to find him who would keep him safe. But the baby’s sister stood nearby to see 
what will happen to her brother. Later Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river to bathe and found the basket with 
the little baby in it. We read in verse 6 of Exodus 2, ‘When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, 
the boy was crying. And she had pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”’ In verse 
7, the baby’s sister comes up to Pharaoh’s daughter, saying: “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the 
Hebrew woman, that she may nurse the child for you.” Pharaoh’s daughter approved, whereupon the girl 
raced off to the nearby home of her parents and told her mother what happened.  The baby’s mother 
immediately went out to Pharaoh’s daughter, who asked her to take care of the baby. So the woman took the 
child and nursed him.  
 
The child grew and his mother brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him 
Moses, saying that she drew him out of the water. Moses was educated by the best teachers in the nation; he 
grew up to attain fame and a high rank in Egypt. By the time he reached the age of forty, Moses became more 
interested in the affairs of his fellow Israelite kinsmen. He became angered by the brutality with which the 
Egyptians treated his people. One day Moses saw an Egyptian guard beating an Israelite and in trying to save 
the life of the Israelite, he accidentally killed the guard.  Later Moses learned that two fellow Israelites 
witnessed the fight and that Pharaoh and his men were seeking to arrest him. We read in verse 15 of Exodus 
2, ‘When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the presence of 
Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.’  The Midianite Priest had seven 
daughters and they came to draw water for their father’s sheep. Moses befriended them by helping them to 
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draw water for their sheep. When they returned to their father, he asked them why they were back so soon. So 
they told him about the Egyptian who helped them to water their flock.  
 
Reuel (also called Jethro) their father told them to bring Moses back to his camp, to have something to eat. 
Reuel soon found Moses to be an intelligent and educated man. He offered Moses work as a shepherd. Moses 
accepted. As time passed Moses became very fond of Zipporah, Reuel’s daughter. They eventually married 
and had two sons. In the meantime, conditions in Egypt became much worse for the Israelites living there. We 
read in verse 23 - 25 of Exodus 2, ‘Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of 
Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for 
help because of their bondage rose up to Elohim. (24) So Elohim heard their groaning; and Elohim 
remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (25) And Elohim saw the sons of Israel, 
and Elohim took notice of them.’ Herein lies another valuable lesson for us. YHVH the Elohim of the 
Israelites hears and answers our prayers. If we call on YHVH our Elohim, reminding Him of our current position 
in exile, He will answer our prayers and ensure that we get back to the land which He promised us, through our 
forefathers. It reminds me of an account that happened a few years ago. A young American girl, the daughter 
of a millionaire was kidnapped by a group of terrorist demanding millions to return her alive to her family. The 
account carried on for several weeks, even months, with the Terrorists demanding ever more money as the 
time went on. Even though in the beginning of the dire situation, the terrorists treated the girl harshly, but as 
time went on, she became used to her abductors and she started working with them against the authorities 
and her family.  This is almost the same with us Israelites, as we have been in captivity for so long, we are 
beginning to co-operate with Satan our abductor. Even if we are told in magazines and newspapers that Xmas 
and Easter are pagan festivals, we have become so accustomed to serving Satan, that we have begun to co-
operate with him fully. We participate in the pagan revelry almost believing that it is the truth, even knowing 
that it is harmful to us and our relationship with our heavenly Father. Instead of co-operating with Satan, we 
need to start doing what YHVH wants us to do. It is only by so doing that we will be saved from our current 
position of exile, when Yahshua returns to rule the world from Jerusalem.  We need to do as Yahshua told us 
in Matthew 24: 14, saying: “And this gospel (good news) of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.” 
 
Moses had been in Midian for almost forty years when one day on a mountain, he saw a strange sight. There 
was a bush burning like a torch, but even though it continued to burn, no part of it was burnt up. When he got 
close to the sight, Moses said (in verse 3 of Exodus 3): “I must turn aside now, and see this marvelous 
sight, why the bush in not burnt up.” When YHVH saw that Moses turned to look at the occurrence. Elohim 
called Moses from the bush, and said (in verse 4): “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” In verse 5 & 
6 of Exodus 3, Elohim said to Moses: ‘“Do not come near here: remove your sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” (6) He said also, I am the Elohim of your father, 
the Elohim of Abraham, the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look at Elohim.’  YHVH tells Moses that He was going to deliver the suffering Israelites from 
their Egyptian task masters. YHVH also tells Moses that He wants him (Moses) to go and tell Pharaoh to let his 
people go from Egypt.  
 
We read Moses’ response to Elohim in verse 11 of Exodus 3, as follows: “Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?” In the next few verses we see YHVH 
telling Moses His personal name and assuring that He will be with Him. We read the conversation recorded in 
verses 12 - 22 of Exodus 3, as follows: ‘And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the 
sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
worship Elohim at this mountain.” (13) Then Moses said to Elohim, “Behold, I am going to the sons of 
Israel, and I shall say to them, ‘The Elohim of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to 
me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?  (14) And Elohim said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM

8
”; 

and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM’
9
 has sent me to you.” (15) And Elohim, 

furthermore, said to Moses. “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘YHVH, the Elohim of your 
fathers, the Elohim of Abraham, the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ 
This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations. (16) “Go and gather the 
elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘YHVH, the Elohim of your fathers, the Elohim of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I am indeed concerned about you and what has been 
done to you in Egypt.  (17)  “So I said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the 
Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, to a land 
flowing with milk and honey.”’ (18)  “And they will pay heed to what you say; and you with the elders of 

                                                           
8
 The footnote against I AM in the New American Standard Bible states that I AM is related to the Name of Elohim, YHVH, rendered 

LORD, which is derived from the verb HAYAH, to be. 
9
 The literal translation of the Name YHVH in English is the Eternal. 
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Israel will come to the king of Egypt, and you will say to him, “YHVH, the Elohim of the Hebrews, has 
met with us.  So now, please, let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice 
to YHVH our Elohim.’  (19) “But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, except under 
compulsion.  (20) “So I will stretch out My hand, and strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do 
in the midst of it; and after that he will let you go. (21) “And I will grant this people favor in the sight of 
the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you go, you will not go empty-handed (Here YHVH is saying that 
He will cause the Egyptians to contribute liberally to the Israelites, when the Israelites leave Egypt). (22) “But 
every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and 
articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and daughters.  Thus you will 
plunder the Egyptians.” 
 
When Moses asked how he could prove that he had been sent to help his people to gain their freedom, Elohim 
displayed how He will allow Moses to perform some startling miracles before Pharaoh. However, Moses 
objected that he should not be the one to speak to Pharaoh, because he could not speak very well. Even when 
Elohim told Moses that He will give him the ability to speak well, Moses still thought that the task was too much 
for him. This is when Elohim told Moses that He would send Aaron, Moses’ brother to do most of the speaking 
for him. Moses was glad, since his brother Aaron was much more articulate. As a final excuse Moses 
reminded YHVH that he was wanted in Egypt for murder. But YHVH told him that the authorities who had 
sought him had all died, Moses finally agreed to go. Moses went home to tell his father-in-law that he was 
leaving to free the Israelites. However, just prior to leaving, Elohim warned Moses that Pharaoh would at first 
refuse to let them go. He was told that if Pharaoh continued to refuse, Elohim would bring terrible things on the 
Egyptians, including eventually taking the life of the king’s first-born son. 
 
Moses and his family set out for Egypt. At the beginning of their journey YHVH met Moses and sought to put 
him to death, because he did not circumcise his son. Then Zipporah took a flint and cut of her son’s foreskin 
and threw it at Moses’ feet, telling him that he is a bridegroom of blood. At the same time YHVH told Aaron to 
meet Moses in the wilderness.  So he went and met him at the mountain of Elohim and he kissed him. Moses 
told Aaron what Elohim expected them to do. Together they went to Goshen, where most of the Israelite 
leaders lived. They explained to the Israelite leaders what YHVH planned to do through them. Then Moses and 
his brother went to Pharaoh and told him what YHVH the Elohim of Israel said, as follows: ‘Let My people go 
that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’ However, as YHVH warned, Pharaoh did not want 
to listen. Instead he made the task of the Israelites working in the land much more difficult. Then Moses 
returned to YHVH saying in verses 22 & 23 of Exodus 5: “O YHVH, why hast Thou brought harm to this 
people? Why didst Thou ever send me? (23) Ever since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy name, he 
has done harm to this people; and Thou hast not delivered Thy people at all.” We conclude the Torah 
portion, where YHVH said to Moses in Exodus 6: 1: “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for 
under compulsion he shall let them go, and under compulsion he shall drive them out of the land.” 
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Exodus 6 verse 2 to 9 verse 35 (Va’era). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Va’era, meaning ‘and I appeared’. We commence in Exodus 6: 2, also 
reading verse 3, as follows: ‘Elohim spoke further to Moses, and said to him, “I am YHVH;  (3) and I 
appeared to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as Elohim Almighty, but by My name, YHVH, I did not make 
Myself known to them?”’ Most of us know that as quoted here, verse 3 of Genesis 6 presents a problem, for 
those of us who insist upon both using and honoring the Set-apart name of YHVH our Elohim.  
 
True worship of YHVH goes hand in hand with using His correct Name. But, the reverse is also true: We 
cannot use the true name of YHVH, if we are not worshipping Him in accordance with the instructions in His 
word. If we are keeping feast days such as Xmas and Easter, which are not ordained by YHVH, we dishonor 
His name. In addition, if we are keeping scripturally ordained Feast Days at the incorrect times, we are 
dishonoring His name, as may be read in Malachi 2: 1 – 8. We should therefore not insist upon using the 
Name of YHVH, if we are keeping different feast days to the ones ordained by Him in Leviticus 23. We read in 
Exodus 20: 7, "You shall not take the name of YHVH your Elohim in vain, for YHVH will not leave him 
unpunished who takes His name in vain.”  The Hebrew word for vain is ‘shavah’, meaning to bring to 
naught. As used in the third commandment it means that we shall not bring the name of YHVH to naught, by 
hiding, refusing to use or purposely misspelling His name.  
 
There are Nazarene/Messianic Israelites/Jews and other like-minded believers, who even though they keep 
the Sabbath, the Set-apart Days given in Leviticus 23 and kosher laws given in Leviticus 11 (and elsewhere in 
Torah), they absolutely refuse to use the Set-apart Names of YHVH and Yahshua. Many interpret the third 
commandment to say that we should never use the name of YHVH, but use such titles as ‘the LORD’ and ‘G-d’ 
instead. However, by so doing they are in fact disobeying this very commandment. Others, who refuse to use 
the Set-apart Names, use Exodus 6: 3 as their excuse. In the New American Standard Bible, Exodus 6: 3 
reads as follows: “And I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as G-d Almighty, but by My name, 
LORD

10
, I did not make Myself known to them.”  The question is: Is this translation of the Scriptures 

correct?  Having studied the Torah portions in Genesis and Exodus over the past 13 weeks, we know that it 
cannot be right. We recall having read a number of verses before Exodus 6: 3, which seem to contradict the 
way this version states it. For example, we read previously in the last part of Genesis 4: 26, “Then men began 
to call upon the name of YHVH

11
.” We further read in Genesis 12: 8 and Genesis 13: 4 that Abram called on 

the name of YHVH, even before he entered into the covenant with YHVH where his personal name was 
changed to Abraham. In addition we also read in the last part of Exodus 3 where YHVH told Moses His name, 
saying: “This (YHVH) is My name forever, and this is My memorial – name to all generations.”  

The reason for these seemingly contradictory scriptures is that Paleo (or ancient) Hebrew did not use any 
punctuation marks such as commas, full stops, question marks, etc. The only way, therefore to understand 
ancient texts (written in Paleo Hebrew), is to take into account the context of the events being discussed. 
Considering the scriptures that we have quoted here, Exodus 6: 3 is actually a rhetorical question? We read 
this in “The Scriptures” published by ‘INSTITUTE FOR SCRIPTURE RESEARCH (PTY) LTD’ of South Africa, 
as follows: “And I appeared to Abraham, to Yitshaq, and to Ya’aqob, as El Shaddai. And by My Name 
 was I not known to them?” As can be seen here, this version of The Scriptures uses the Hebrew ,יהוה
translation of the Tetragrammaton YHVH (יהוה). With this correct understanding of Exodus 6: 3 we see that 
there is no contradiction in the scriptures mentioned. In fact it actually serves to affirm the other texts in 
Genesis showing that all Yahweh’s children before Moses knew, used, and called upon His name.  

Continuing on in Exodus 6: 6 – 7, we read: “Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am YHVH, and I will 
bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage, I will 
also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. (7) Then I will take you for My 
people, and I will be your Elohim; and you shall know that I am YHVH your Elohim, who brought you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.’” Encouraged by these words Moses and his brother Aaron 
went to inspire their people. But the sons of Israel were so miserable that they did not listen to them. Soon 
afterwards YHVH reminded Moses and Aaron that they had a responsibility that has to be done.  In verses 29 
& 30 of Exodus 6, YHVH spoke again to Moses, saying, “I am YHVH; speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all 
that I speak to you.” (30) But Moses said before YHVH, “Behold I am unskilled in speech; how then will 
Pharaoh listen to me?” In Exodus 7: 1 YHVH answers Moses, as follows: “See I made you as Elohim to 
Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.”  YHVH also tells Moses that he will harden 
Pharaoh’s heart so that He may multiply His signs and wonders in the land of Egypt. In verses 4 & 5 of Exodus 

                                                           
10

 The footnote against ‘LORD’ in The New American Standard BIBLE reads: Heb., YHVH, usually rendered LORD. 
11

 Even though The New American Standard BIBLE uses LORD here, we know from an explanation in its foreword and the footnote 
above, that they replaced the name of YHVH with the title LORD, to as they put it, ‘avoid confusion’. 
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7, YHVH tells Moses: “When Pharaoh will not listen to you, then I will lay My hand on Egypt, and bring 
the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt by great judgments. (5) And the Egyptians shall know that I 
am YHVH, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst.” 

Reading on we see that when Moses and Aaron came before Pharaoh, Aaron threw his staff down before 
Pharaoh and his servants and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh called his sorcerers, and each of them also 
threw down his staff and they turned into serpents. However, we see that Aaron’s staff swallowed up their 
staffs. Yet Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he did not listen to them. Then again YHVH spoke to Moses 
telling him to go and inform Pharaoh that because he did not want to let the Hebrews go, He is going to 
change all the water in Egypt into blood. The fish in the river will die and the river will become foul. Then YHVH 
said to Moses in verse 19 of Exodus 7, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the 
waters of Egypt, over their rivers, over their streams, and over their pools, and over all their reservoirs 
of water, that they may become blood; and there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both 
in vessels of wood and vessels of stone.’” But we read that the magicians in Egypt did the same with their 
secret arts and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened once again.  

In Exodus 8 YHVH again tells Moses to tell Pharaoh to let His people go. YHVH also tells Moses that if 
Pharaoh refuses again, he will smite Egypt with an influx of frogs. However, after Aaron stretched his staff over 
the waters of Egypt and frogs came and covered the land, Pharaoh’s magicians did the same with their secret 
arts. But at this time Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said in verses 8, “Entreat YHVH that He remove 
the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice to YHVH.” 
So, Pharaoh agreed that the Israelites may go and Moses cried out to YHVH to remove the frogs from 
Pharaoh and his people and that the frogs only be left in the Nile river. We see that YHVH did according to 
their prayer, the frogs died, The Egyptians piled the dead frogs in heaps and the land became foul. But when 
Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart again and refused to let the Israelites go. Then 
YHVH again spoke to Moses, telling him to tell Aaron to strike the dust of the ground, that it becomes gnats on 
man and beast. So Aaron did as YHVH told Moses and all the dust of the earth became gnats through all the 
land of Egypt. This time Pharaoh’s magicians could not bring forth gnats. So the magicians told Pharaoh, as 
we read in verse 19 of Exodus 8, “This is the finger of Elohim.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
did not listen to them, as YHVH had said.  

YHVH again summoned Moses and Aaron, saying to Moses in verses 20 – 23, that the next time He is going 
to send swarms of insects on Pharaoh and his people, but other than with the three previous plagues, YHVH 
will separate the Israelites from the Egyptians and the insects will only attack the Egyptians. Then YHVH 
allowed swarms of insects into the homes of Pharaoh and the Egyptians, and their homes were laid waste 
because of the swarms of insects. So Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and told them to go and sacrifice to 
their Elohim, but within the borders of Egypt. In verses 26 & 27, we read Moses’ answer to Pharaoh, as 
follows: “It is not right to do so, for we shall sacrifice to YHVH our Elohim what is an abomination to the 
Egyptians. If we sacrifice what is an abomination to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not then 
stone us? (27) We must go a three days’ journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to YHVH our Elohim 
as He commands us.” Again Pharaoh agrees to the request and asks Moses to also pray for him. 
Immediately Moses makes supplication asking YHVH to remove the swarms of insects from Pharaoh and his 
people. But again as soon as the insects left, Pharaoh hardened his heart and did not let the Israelites go.  

We read in Exodus 9 verses 1 – 5: ‘Then YHVH said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and speak to him, ‘Thus 
says YHVH, the Elohim of the Hebrews, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. (2) For if you 
refuse to let them go, and continue to hold them, (3) behold, the hand of YHVH will come with a severe 
pestilence on your livestock which are in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on 
the herds, and on the flocks. (4) But YHVH will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and 
the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing will die of all that belongs to the sons of Israel.” (5) And YHVH 
set a definite time, saying, “Tomorrow YHVH will do this thing in the land.” So YHVH did as He said He 
will do the next morning. The fifth plague struck before most Egyptians knew what was happening. Within 
hours the land was strewn with dead cattle, horses, camels, sheep, goats and donkeys. The sudden, fatal 
disease wiped out the Egyptian livestock, whilst the animals belonging to Israel were untouched. This was 
indeed a serious blow to the Egyptians, to whom many kinds of animals were seen as sacred. It was difficult 
for them to understand why their idols would allow their animals from which the animals were copied, to die.  

Despite the tremendous loss to his people, Pharaoh remained stubborn and was even more intent on keeping 
the Israelites as a work force to build the Egyptian cities. Then YHVH said to Moses and Aaron that they 
should take for themselves handfuls of dust from a furnace and let Moses throw it into the air in Pharaoh’s 
sight. The fine dust will spread over the land of Egypt and become boils breaking out with sores on all the 
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people and the animals in all the land of Egypt. So Moses and Aaron did as YHVH told them, and it happened 
as He said. The magicians of Egypt tried to replicate this plague, but could not do the same. And the boils 
were on all the Egyptians, including the magicians. But, YHVH hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not listen 
to them. Again YHVH spoke to Moses in verses 13 – 19 of Exodus 9, saying: “Rise up early in the morning 
and stand before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says YHVH, the Elohim of the Hebrews, “Let My 
people go, that they may serve Me. (14) For this time I will send all my plagues on you and your 
servants and your people, so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all the earth.” (15) “For 
if by now I had put forth My hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, you would then have 
been cut off from the earth. (16) But, indeed, for this cause I have allowed you to remain, in order to 
show you My power, and in order to proclaim My name through all the earth. (17) Still you exalt 
yourself against My people by not letting them go. (18) Behold, about this time tomorrow, I will send 
heavy hail, such as has not been seen in Egypt from the day it was founded until now.” (19) “Now 
therefore send, bring your livestock and whatever you have in the field to safety. Every man and beast 
that is found in the field and is not brought home, when the hail comes down on them, will die.” YHVH 
warns those who will listen to him, to go indoors, or die. Do we listen to warnings of YHVH recorded for us in 
His Torah – do we observe the Sabbath; do we keep the ordained Set-apart days; do we eat only kosher food; 
things that are for our good. Similar to in this case: If the Egyptians remained indoors during this plague, they 
would have been alive; we could have eternal live, if we remain obedient to the word of Elohim. 

We see that again only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived there was no hail.  Elsewhere 
wherever the hail struck in the field throughout the land of Egypt, man and beast as well as all plants of the 
field were shattered. Pharaoh again asked Moses and Aaron to ask YHVH to forgive him and his people. He 
also acknowledged that he and his people were the wicked ones and that YHVH is the righteous one. So again 
Moses ask YHVH to stop the lightning and the hail, but saying to Pharaoh, that he knows that he and his 
people do not fear YHVH the Elohim of Israel, yet.  Before continuing, I would like you to notice in the time of 
the year during which the hailstorm occurred. We read in verses 31 & 32 of Exodus 9: ‘Now the flax and the 
barley were ruined, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in the bud. (32) But the wheat and the 
spelt were not ruined for they ripen late.’ From these two verses we are able to see that the hailstorm 
happened very close to the month of Aviv, which is Springtime in the northern hemisphere.  

We conclude this Torah portion in verse 35, where we read: ‘And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
did not let the sons of Israel go, just as YHVH had spoken through Moses.’ Many will at this time think 
that this was sheer stupidity on the part of Pharaoh. However, even the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart was 
Elohim’s doing. It is like with our Jewish brothers: YHVH has for the time being blinded the righteous Jews to 
the identity of the Messiah, until all of the so-called Gentiles (the Israelites who think that they are Gentiles) 
have come in, then all Israel shall be saved. We read this in Romans 11 and especially in verse 32, where it 
says about them: “For Elohim has shut up all in disobedience that He might show mercy to all.” Similarly 
YHVH has blinded Christianity at this time, not to understand His gospel truth, as He is only calling a remnant 
(a relatively small percentage of the population) to become kings and priests during His coming kingdom. 
These first-fruits will be resurrected at the return of Yahshua to come and rule us from Jerusalem (this is 
known as the first resurrection). The rest of the dead will only be resurrected after the millennium. They will be 
the second harvest of people into the kingdom of Elohim. At that time YHVH will open their minds to the 
Scriptures, as we are told in Isaiah 25: 7 – 9, as follows: ‘And on this mountain He will swallow up the 
covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all nations. (8) He will swallow 
up death for all time (this will only happen after the Great White Throne Judgment, as we read in Revelation 
20: 15), and YHVH Elohim will wipe away tears from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His 
people from all the earth; for YHVH has spoken. (9) And it will be said in that day, “Behold, this is our 
Elohim for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is YHVH for whom we have waited; let us 
rejoice and be glad in His salvation.”  Yes, there will be those who have sinned with full knowledge, like 
those amongst us who were called by YHVH into His truth, but continued living in disobedience to His word. 
They, as well as some of those who will be shown the way of Elohim after the second resurrection, but refuse 
to repent and accept Yahshua as their Savior, will become ashes under the feet of the righteous as we are told 
in Malachi 4: 1 - 3

12
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 Malachi 4: 1 – 3: “For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the 
day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says YHVH of hosts,” so that it will keave them neither root nor branch.” “But for you who 
fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the 
stall. “You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing,”  says YHVH 
of hosts.” 
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Exodus 10 verse 1 to 13 verse 16 (Bo). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Bo, meaning ‘to go’. Starting in Exodus 10: 1 & 2 we read: ‘Then YHVH 
said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may 
perform these signs of Mine among them, (2) and that you may tell in the hearing of your son, and of 
your grandson, how I made a mockery of the Egyptians, and how I performed My signs among them; 
that you may know that I am YHVH.” In the previous Torah portion we discussed why YHVH hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, but here we see that there were also other reasons for doing so. It is only by studying these 
annual Torah portions for ourselves that we see what YHVH requires of us. Here YHVH tells Moses, that He 
also hardened Pharaoh’s heart, so that we as Israelites can tell our sons (children) and grandsons (grand 
children) how YHVH made a mockery of the then powerful Egyptian nation; how He performed signs among 
them, so that we may know that He is YHVH our Elohim.  
 
Again Moses and Aaron told Pharaoh what YHVH said and told him that if he refuses to let the Israelites go, 
there will be a plague of locusts in Egypt. They will cover the surface of the land, so that no one shall be able 
to see the land. They shall eat everything that was left after the hail, including every tree which sprouts in the 
field. The locusts will even fill the homes of the Egyptians, something which was never seen before. When 
Moses left, Pharaoh’s servants said to him (as is recorded in verse 7 of Exodus 10): “How long will this man 
be a snare to us? Let the men go, that they may serve YHVH their Elohim. Do you not realize that Egypt 
is destroyed?” Moses told Pharaoh that YHVH requires that all the Israelites, including their sons and 
daughters, as well as the animals must be allowed to go and have a Feast to Him (YHVH). This time Pharaoh 
agrees that they go, but adds that only the men will be allowed to go and at that point Moses and Aaron were 
driven out from Pharaoh’s presence. Then YHVH told Moses to stretch out his hand over the land of Egypt so 
that the plague of locusts may commence over Egypt. The locusts came up and consumed every green leaf 
and plant in the land of Egypt.  
 
Seeing the devastation in Egypt, Pharaoh immediately summons Moses and Aaron to his palace saying (as is 
recorded in verse 16 & 17 of Exodus 10): “I have sinned against YHVH your Elohim and against you. (17) 
Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, and make supplication to YHVH your Elohim, that 
He would only remove this death from me.” Moses went out from Pharaoh asking YHVH to remove this 
plague from Egypt. So YHVH allowed a strong west wind to drive all the locusts into the Red Sea. But, YHVH 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh once again and again he refused to let the Israelites go. YHVH again tells 
Moses to stretch his hand towards the sky, that there may be an intense darkness over the land of Egypt. 
When Moses did as YHVH requested, a thick darkness covered all the land of Egypt for three days. It was so 
dark that no one could rise from his bed for three days. Pharaoh again called to Moses, saying in verse 24 of 
Exodus 10: “Go, serve YHVH; only let your flocks and your herds be detained. Even your little ones 
may go with you.” Moses tells Pharaoh that they are required to sacrifice animals to YHVH the Elohim of 
Israel and will therefore need to take all their livestock with them.  Upon hearing this YHVH again hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart and he was not willing to let them go. Then Pharaoh chased Moses out, as we read in verse 
28, saying: “Get away from me! Beware, do not see my face again, for in the day you see my face you 
shall die!” 
 
Then YHVH told Moses that He will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt, after which he will 
definitely drive the Israelites out completely. In verse 2 of Exodus 11, YHVH instructs Moses, saying: “Speak 
now in the hearing of the people that each (Israelite) man asks his (Egyptian) neighbor and each woman 
from her neighbor for articles of silver and articles of gold.” Moses also tells Pharaoh that YHVH is going 
to go in the midst of Egypt in the middle of the night and all the first-born of Egypt shall die. The first-born of 
Pharaoh and his people, including the first-born of all the animals that are left in Egypt will die. There shall be 
great mourning in all the land of Egypt, but not even a dog will bark in Israel, as YHVH will make a distinction 
between Egypt and Israel. In verse 8 of Exodus 11, Moses added that Pharaoh’s servants will come down to 
him (Moses) and bow themselves before him, saying, ‘”Go out, you and all the people who follow you.” 
And after that I will go out.’ As Moses left, YHVH told Moses that Pharaoh will again refuse to let the 
Israelites go, in order that His wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt. 
 
In ancient societies, the firstborn son was given very special treatment, receiving the greatest portion of an 
inheritance and became the head of the family after the death of his father. In a monarchy, like Egypt when the 
Pharaoh died, it was his firstborn son who ascended the throne. The firstborn was usually the most loved and 
respected in the family.  So for all the firstborn in the land to die was a great tragedy to the Egyptians.  Even 
though YHVH said this plague would be on every family living in the land of Egypt, YHVH gave the Israelites a 
way to escape.  YHVH through Moses told the Israelites that on the tenth day of the first month (Aviv), each 
family was to choose from among their flocks a male lamb, under a year old and without any blemishes.  We 
read in verse 6 of Exodus 12: ‘And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the 
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whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight.’ The term ‘twilight’ is better explained 
in this verse in the King James Version, as follows:  ‘And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the 
same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.’ In 
Hebrew ‘in the evening’ is transliterated as ‘erev, as used in ‘erev Shabbat’. In other words, they were to kill 
the lamb immediately after sunset at the beginning of the fourteenth of Aviv, and mark the doorposts of their 
houses with the blood of the lamb.  Inside their houses that night, the Israelites were to roast and eat the lamb 
and be ready to quickly leave Egypt. 
 
When the death angel came at midnight of the same night (the fourteenth of Aviv), he passed over any house 
that had the blood on its doorposts, and spare the firstborn members of that family.  We read about this in 
Exodus 12: 13: “And the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the 
blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”  
It was their obedience – striking the blood of the lamb on their doorposts – that saved the firstborn of the 
Israelites from death in Egypt. 
 
When the Israelites partook of that very first Passover they did not realize that the Passover sacrifice was a 
type or forerunner of the sacrifice of Yahshua many years in the future. We read about this in the last part of 1 
Corinthians 5: 7: “For Messiah our Passover also has been sacrificed.” And in 1 Peter 1: 18 - 19: 
“Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of 
life inherited from your forefathers, (19) but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Messiah.” Egypt is sometimes used in the Scriptures as a symbol of sin.  When we 
sin, we bring upon ourselves the penalty of eternal death, as is recorded in Romans 6: 23.  Since we all have 
sinned, we are all under the death penalty. In John 1: 29, Yochanan the Immerser  referred to Yahshua as the 
Lamb of YHVH, which takes away the sins of the world.  Yahshua qualified to do this because He lived a 
perfect, sinless life as a ‘human being’.  He never brought upon Himself the penalty for sin, which is death.  
And since He was YHVH in the flesh, His one life was more valuable than all other human lives combined. 
Yahshua was therefore able to pay the penalty of death for all mankind. 
 
YHVH the Father wants us to live forever as His ‘helpers’ or children, but because all of us have sinned, we 
brought the death penalty upon ourselves.  But by dying in our stead, Yahshua paid the penalty for our 
transgressions. When YHVH calls a person and that person decides with all his heart to begin living the way of 
life of YHVH, to keep His Torah and avoid sinning, that is called repentance. If he repents, he can be 
immersed in the saving name of Yahshua and with the laying on of hands he receives a portion of the Set-
apart Spirit (as per Acts 2: 38 and Acts 8: 16 & 17). When a person is immersed, YHVH forgives him by 
applying the sacrifice of Yahshua to his past sins.  He is then no longer under the death penalty that hung over 
his head. 

In Exodus 12 the Israelites were commanded to observe the Passover by actually killing and eating an 
unblemished lamb.  But when Yahshua came to the earth, He replaced the sacrifice of a lamb at Passover with 
new symbols. On the evening before His crucifixion, Yahshua and His disciples observed the Passover in a 
way different than the ancient Israelites had been commanded to do.  Let’s notice how Yahshua changed the 
way His disciples were to observe the Passover from that time forward. Only those members of the 
congregation who are circumcised in both heart and flesh (only applies to male descendants or heirs of 
Abraham), may partake of the annual Passover today. Circumcision of the flesh is the requirement given in 
Exodus 12: 48 & 49, as follows: “But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to 
YHVH, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like 
a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat of it. (49) The same law shall apply to the 
native as to the stranger who sojourns among you.” Even though circumcision was the only requirement to 
partake of the original Passover, those who partake of the memorial Passover, commemorating Yahshua’s 
death, should also be immersed in His saving name. The rationale for this requirement, is explained in the 
following: To begin, let’s turn to Colossians 2: 9 – 13 where we read: ‘For in Him (Yahshua) all the fullness 
of Deity (Elohim) dwells in bodily form, (10) and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the 
head over all rule and authority; (11) and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Messiah; (12) having been 
buried with Him in immersion, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working 
of Elohim, who raised Him from the dead. (13) And when you were dead in your transgressions and the 
un-circumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions.’ 

We see here that immersion is the ‘circumcision of Messiah’. We also read in Galatians 3: 27 – 29: ‘For all of 
you who were immersed into Messiah have clothed yourselves with Messiah. (28) There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
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Messiah Yahshua. (29) And if you belong to Messiah, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise.” This promise was part and parcel of an eternal covenant that YHVH made with 
Abraham and his offspring. The covenant that YHVH made with Abraham is recorded in Genesis 17 and 
especially verse 12: “And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout 
your generations…“  The conditions of the covenant are recorded in verse 8 of Genesis 17 as follows: “And I 
will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession; and I will be their Elohim.” It is therefore clear, that the covenant of 
circumcision has nothing to do with salvation, but it has to do with living in the land of Canaan. 

Even though we have learnt that immersion is the new (or rather renewed) covenant circumcision (or the 
circumcision of Messiah), we notice that circumcision of the heart was already mentioned in Deuteronomy 10: 
16, as follows: “Circumcise then your heart and stiffen your neck no more.” This is also confirmed in 
Deuteronomy 30: 6 in this way: “Moreover YHVH your Elohim will circumcise your heart and the heart of 
your descendants, to love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that 
you may live.” We who are called during this age and who know that Yahshua is the Rock of our Salvation 
are according to 1 Peter 2: 8 & 9, a chosen race (the Israel of Elohim), a royal priesthood, a Set-apart Nation, a 
people for Elohim’s own possession. We read in Ezekiel 44: 7 -  9, “When you brought in foreigners, 
uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctuary to profane it, even My house, 
when you offered My food, the fat and the blood; for they made My covenant void – this in addition to 
all your abominations. (8) And you have not kept charge of My Set-apart things yourselves, but you 
have set foreigners to keep charge of My sanctuary.” (9) ‘Thus says YHVH Elohim, “No foreigner, 
uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the sons of 
Israel, shall enter My sanctuary.”’ This quote from Ezekiel is a thought provoking end-time prophecy, as may 
be deduced when reading in Ezekiel 44: 1, where mention is made of the outer gate of the sanctuary, which 
faces the east and was shut. In verse 2 we read: ‘And YHVH said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it shall 
not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for YHVH Elohim of Israel has entered by it; therefore it 
shall be shut.”’ In verse 3 it mentions the prince (Yahshua) who shall enter by way of the porch of the gate 
and shall go out by the same way. This is a scene of the future when Yahshua will have already returned. 
These verses in Ezekiel 44 make it abundantly clear that the priests who will serve in the Temple in the coming 
kingdom of Elohim, will need to be circumcised in both heart and flesh. However, it is just a matter of which 
comes first: We have seen that our father Abraham was circumcised in heart, first. His obedience and faith in 
YHVH preceded his fleshly circumcision. But, when YHVH gave him that requirement – when He said, “cut off 
your foreskin, you and all your males for all generations”, Abraham didn’t quibble.  

We read in John 13: 4 – 7 that foot washing is one of the new symbols that Yahshua instituted for the 
Passover.  After taking a towel and pouring water into a basin, Yahshua washed the feet of each one of the 
disciples. Yahshua explained His actions in John 13: 13 – 17, as follows: “You call me Teacher and Master; 
and you are right, for so I am. (14) If I then, your Master and Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. (15) For I gave  you an example that you also should do as I did to you. (16) 
Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is one who is sent greater than 
the one who sent him. (17) If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” Yahshua was 
illustrating to His disciples that He had come to earth to serve mankind.  Shortly afterward, He proved the 
extent of His extreme service for this world when He gave His very life for the sins of all mankind. Foot 
washing depicts the attitude of humility and service to others that Yahshua always exhibited and which He 
desires that every Nazarene Israelite should strive to imitate.  

What other new ways of observing the Passover did Yahshua institute during that Passover before His 
crucifixion? One very important symbol Yahshua introduced during the Passover meal concerned the meaning 
of the unleavened bread they ate that evening.  In Matthew 26: 26, we read, ‘And while they were eating, 
Yahshua took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.”’ Yahshua said the broken bread symbolized His body. Before Yahshua was 
crucified, He was severely beaten and whipped. Even for a hard-working carpenter, this was an exhausting 
and terrible beating.  It was so severe that the skin was torn from His bones and many were no longer able to 
recognize Him. This is confirmed in Isaiah 52: 14: “Just as many were astonished at you, My people, so 
His appearance was marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men.” 

When we break physical health laws we become sick: If we don’t eat proper balanced meals; if we don’t get 
adequate rest; or if we don’t get proper exercise we eventually become sick.  Sickness is the penalty we pay 
for breaking physical health laws, just like the second death is the penalty for breaking the Spiritual laws 
(Torah) of YHVH. However, YHVH wants us to live happy, full, abundant and healthy lives.  Yahshua inspired 
Yochanan to write in 3 John 2: “Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good 
health, just as your soul prospers.” Because of His great love for each of us, Yahshua allowed Himself to 
be beaten and suffer intense pain even though He didn’t break any physical health laws. He paid the physical 
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penalty for us so if we become ill or suffer an accident, we can be healed. This is confirmed in 1 Peter 2: 24: 
‘And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.’  We read accordingly in James 5: 14 & 15: ‘Is anyone 
among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the congregation, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of Yahshua; (15) and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is 
sick, and Yahshua will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.’ YHVH 
promises to heal us. That is part of the meaning of the Passover. However, we should also remember that 
there is also a reason why righteous people die. We see in Isaiah 57:1, that: ‘The righteous man perishes, 
and no man takes it to heart; and devout men are taken away, while no one understands. For the 
righteous man is taken away from evil (to come)

13
.’   

Another very important part of the Passover service is the wine, which is symbolic of the shed blood of 
Yahshua. We read in Matthew 26: 27 – 28: ‘And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; (28) for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for forgiveness of sins”’ From that time forward, each year during the Passover service, the 
people of YHVH drink a small amount of wine after they have eaten the unleavened bread.  This wine is 
symbolic and a reminder of the shed blood of Yahshua.  It reminds the people of YHVH that when they repent 
of their sins, it is the death of Yahshua – His shed blood – that frees them from the penalty of eternal death 
resulting from the sins they have committed. Though the people of YHVH strive to obey the Torah, they are not 
yet perfect and still sin sometimes.  But if they repent of their sins, YHVH will forgive them. So the wine 
replaced the blood of the lamb as a symbol of the blood of Yahshua which was shed for the forgiveness of our 
sins. After the death and resurrection of Yahshua, His disciples continued to follow His example in keeping the 
Passover, as well as all the other festivals.  Rav Shaul, around 55 A.D., continued to instruct the Nazarene 
Israelites about the correct way to keep the Passover, following the example set by Yahshua. To the 
congregation in Corinth, Rav. Shaul wrote in 1 Corinthians 11: 26 – 27: “For as often as you eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Master’s death until He come. (27) Therefore whoever eats the 
bread or drinks the cup of the Master in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood 
of the Master” The Word of YHVH clearly shows that the people of YHVH will continue observing the 
Passover as an annual memorial of His death. 

Immediately following the Passover is the second of the festivals of YHVH, i.e. the Days of Unleavened Bread.  
The instructions from YHVH concerning the Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread are found in 
Leviticus 23:5 - 8: “In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is (YHVH)’s 
Passover. (6) Then on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to YHVH: 
for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. (7) On the first day you shall have a Set-apart 
convocation; you shall not do any laborious work. (8) But for seven days you shall present an offering 
by fire to YHVH. On the seventh day is a Set-apart convocation; you shall not do any laborious work.”  
The Feast of Unleavened Bread is seven days long.  It begins and ends with a Set-apart day – the first two 
annual Set-apart days of the year. These Set-apart days, or Sabbaths are days of rest from our physical labors 
that we routinely do during the week.  They are days set aside by YHVH as Set-apart time. This First Day of 
Unleavened Bread is especially important, as it is used in determining what day Pentecost, the next Set-apart 
day after the Days of Unleavened Bread, is to be observed on the Hebrew calendar.   

The process of overcoming sin takes time – it does not happen all at once. That is why the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread is not just one day long.  YHVH made it seven days to show us that it takes time to put 
away sin. What does YHVH say we should eat during these seven days? We read in Exodus 12: 15: “Seven 
days you shall eat unleavened bread, but on the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses; 
for whoever eats anything leavened from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off 
from Israel.” Leaven is an ingredient used in baking such foods as bread, cakes and biscuits. The leavening 
agent in them causes them to rise. Leaven “puffs up” bread, just the way sin will puff us up and spread 
throughout our lives if we allow it to.  It is like a teenager who smokes: Teenagers smoke, because they 
believe that it is a grown-up thing to do. Perhaps it is the bad example(s) that they see in the world. Have you 
seen how they act all puffed up and proud when smoking in public away from their parents.  It seems that they 
think out aloud saying, “Well, nobody’s going to tell me what to do.” That is the type of attitude that leads to sin, 
which is the transgression of the Torah of YHVH.  YHVH has told us very clearly in His Scriptures what we 
must do and how we must live a prosperous and fulfilled life.  He gave us His laws that, if followed, produce 
contentment.  When we sin, we are essentially contradicting the word of YHVH. 

There is another lesson about sin we can learn from leaven.  It only takes a very little bit of leaven to make a 
whole loaf of bread rise. We read accordingly in 1 Corinthians 5: 6, where Rav. Shaul told the Corinthians: 
“Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?” 
We should not tolerate any sin in our lives, no matter how “large” or “small” it may be.  YHVH inspired Rav 
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 The KJV adds words ‘to come’. 
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Shaul to write in verses 7 - 8 of 1 Corinthians 5: “Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, 
just as you are in fact unleavened. For Messiah our Passover also has been sacrificed. (8) Let us 
therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” The Corinthians were not to allow sin to remain in their 
midst. Before the Days of Unleavened Bread, we are to remove leaven and any leavened products from our 
homes.  This helps to remind us that we must be striving to remove sin entirely from our lives and to live the 
way of life that Yahshua lived. It would be impossible, however, to put away sin and keep Torah without the gift 
of the Set-apart Spirit – the divine nature of Elohim.   

Returning to the time just before the Israelites left Egypt, on the morning after the Passover meal, the 
Egyptians were more than happy to let the Israelites go free. They hoped that the terrible plagues would stop.  
All day long the Israelites gathered their possessions, along with the gold, silver and clothing which were given 
to them by their Egyptian masters.  That night, the night of the fifteenth of Aviv, the Israelites under the full 
moon began their journey out of the land of Egypt. 

In Exodus 12: 42 YHVH said that: “It is a night to be observed for YHVH for having brought them out 
from the land, this night is for YHVH, to be observed by all the sons of Israel throughout their 
generations.”  The Israelites greatly rejoiced that evening – the beginning part of the first annual Set-apart 
day – an evening that commemorates their deliverance from slavery in Egypt. Just as the power of YHVH 
overcame the Egyptians, enabling the Israelites to leave that land, so the Set-apart Spirit will enable His 
people today to overcome sin and keep His Torah. 

We are also told in Exodus 13: 8 – 10, that we are responsible to tell our children that we observe the 
Passover and days of Unleavened Bread, because YHVH brought us out of Egypt (in our case sin) with a 
powerful hand. We read further that it is an ordinance which we shall keep at its appointed time from year to 
year. YHVH led the Israelites around the way of the wilderness to the Red Sea, in order the avoid war with the 
Philistines. We see also that Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, as he made the Israelites swear that 
they will carry his bones from Egypt. YHVH was going before the Israelites in a pillar of cloud by day, and a 
pillar of fire by night. We conclude this Torah portion, reading verse 22 of Exodus 13, as follows: ‘He (YHVH) 
did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.’ 
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Exodus 13 verse 17 to 17 verse 16 (Beshalach). 
 

The transliterated Hebrew name for this week’s Torah portion is Beshalach, meaning ‘when he let go’. We 
commence reading in Exodus 13: 17, as follows: ‘Now it came about when Pharaoh had let the people go, 
that Elohim did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, even though it was near; for 
Elohim said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see war, and they return to Egypt.”’ YHVH 
knows the human frame – that most of us can only take a little opposition at a time. Like with new believers, 
YHVH is protecting the Israelites whilst they are so ‘new in the faith’. He therefore will never allow us to be 
tempted beyond our capacity. We read accordingly in 1 Corinthians 10: 13: ‘No temptation has overtaken 
you but such as is common to man; and Elohim is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be 
able to endure it.’ 
 
Finally Israel left Egypt and having left on the 15

th
 of Aviv, they were now in the Days of Unleavened Bread. 

YHVH went before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. The Israelites were free from 
their task masters. As they began their journey, they must have felt on top of the world. But most of them 
wondered what will happen next. Some must have recalled what YHVH said to Moses in the last part of 
Exodus 3: 12: ‘When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship Elohim at this 
mountain (Mount Sinai where YHVH spoke to Moses from the burning bush).’ The nation of Israel was meant 
to go to Mount Sinai, where they will be given the Torah.  They were to receive the Torah, their instruction 
manual to guide them in the way of Elohim throughout history. From Mount Sinai the Israelites were supposed 
to enter the Promised Land, but we see that because of their unbelief, they took a detour which caused them 
to wander in the desert for the next forty years.  
 
We read in Exodus 14: 1 – 4: ‘Now YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Tell the sons of Israel to turn back 
and camp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea; you shall camp in front of Baal-zephon, 
opposite it, by the sea. (3) For Pharaoh will say of the sons of Israel, ‘They are wandering aimlessly in 
the land; the wilderness has shut them in.  (4) Thus I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase 
after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I 
am YHVH.” And they did so.’ At this point in time Pharaoh realized that the Israelites fled, he took his chariot 
and his army and he chased after the Israelites, with horses and chariots. Eventually they overtook the 
Israelites, whilst they were camping by the sea. When the children of Israel saw the Egyptians approaching, 
they were very afraid and cried out to YHVH. Then in verses 11 and 12 of Exodus 14, they complaint to 
Moses: “Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt? (12) Is this not the word 
that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ’Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians?’ For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” Next Moses gave the 
Israelites advice which all of us should remember in our daily struggles in life. We read in Exodus 14: 13 & 14: 
‘But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of YHVH which He will 
accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again 
forever. (14) YHVH will fight for you while you keep silent.”’ The word salvation as used in verse 13, 
transliterated in Hebrew is ‘yeshuat', which hints at the name of our Savior, Yahshua. Few people today realize 
that there is a duality principle which runs throughout the plan that YHVH is working out on the earth: Moses is 
here not only re-assuring the Israelites that YHVH will supernaturally save them from the Egyptians, but is also 
alluding to the future promised salvation through Yahshua our Messiah.  
 
YHVH through Moses tells the Israelites that He will split the sea, allowing them to go through the midst of the 
sea on dry land. Even though the Egyptians will follow after them, YHVH will make their chariots drive with 
difficulty. Moses will lift his staff and stretch his arm over the sea and it will split, allowing the Israelites to pass 
through. Then he will again stretch his hand over the sea and the sea will return to normal, drowning the 
Egyptians. We read in verse 31 of Exodus 14, ‘And when Israel saw the great power which YHVH had 
used against the Egyptians, the people feared YHVH, and they believed in YHVH and His servant 
Moses.’ The people were so excited by the way in which YHVH saved them from the Egyptians that they sang 
the song recorded for us in Exodus 15, known as the song of Moses. Again throughout this song we see 
references to Yahshua. In verse 2 we read about YHVH, ‘And He has become my salvation.’ In verse 6 we 
read: ‘Thy right hand, O YHVH, is majestic in power, Thy right hand, O YHVH, shatters the enemy.’  And 
in verse 12 we read: “Thou didst stretch out Thy right hand, the earth swallowed them.”  

The right hand and holy arm of YHVH is associated with salvation. The author of Psalm 98 was inspired to 
proclaim the association of the arm of YHVH with salvation in verse 1 & 2, as follows: ‘O Sing to YHVH a new 
song, for He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for 
Him. (2) YHVH has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the 
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nations.’ Our Jewish brothers are at this time purposely blinded to the identity of Yahshua.  We read 
accordingly in Romans 11: 7, 8, 25 - 26 and 32: “What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not 
obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; (8) just as it is written, 
‘Elohim gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down to this very day.’ (25) 
For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own 
estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles have come 
in; (26) and thus all Israel will be saved just as it is written, ‘THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, 
HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.’ (32) For Elohim has shut up all in disobedience that 
He might show mercy to all.” YHVH hides the fact that His right hand and Holy arm brings salvation 
(yeshuat), as we read in Isaiah 45: 15: ‘Truly, Thou art an Elohim who hides Himself, O Elohim of Israel, 
Savior!’  He hides the fact that He personally is our Savior! How can we know this arm? Only if we allow the 
Set-apart Spirit to guide us through His word, the Scriptures and believe what we read, will we get to know this 
truth. Isaiah declares in chapter 53: 1: "Who hath believed our message? And to whom is the Arm of 
YHVH revealed?" By reading the rest of Isaiah 53 and comparing it to Scriptures in the Renewed Covenant, 
we are able to identify the right hand of YHVH as none other than Yahshua. The right hand of YHVH has been 
revealed to us, the remnant of the house of Israel in the latter days. The "Right hand or Arm of YHVH" is the 
One who became salvation to Israel in the day when Israel was delivered out of Egypt. The "Arm of YHVH" is 
the One who delivered David from all of his trials and problems. The "Arm of YHVH" is the Savior of Israel, the 
Salvation of all peoples, Yahshua the Messiah of Nazareth. 

The Israelites were full of the joys of life, but as soon as they reached the next obstacle, they grumbled again. 
We read in verses 22 - 24 of Exodus 15: ‘Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into 
the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. (23) And when 
they came to Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah, for they were bitter, therefore it was 
named Marah. (24) So the people grumbled at Moses saying, ‘What shall we drink?”’ Herein lies a lesson 
for us: We, the modern day Israelites are no different from our ancient counterparts. We are selfish and 
concerned only for ourselves. Like ancient Israel we have seen many miracles in our lives; many of us have 
witnessed how YHVH personally intervened in our lives in times of trouble or medical problems, yet we are 
always complaining about one thing or another. If anything goes wrong in our personal lives, we immediately 
start grumbling - instead we should place our trust in YHVH. After all He told us through Moses, to ‘stand still, 
and see the salvation of YHVH.’ (Exodus 14: 13 KJV). Let’s determine to stop grumbling and take YHVH at 
His word. If we trust and obey, we will make it to the Promised Land

14
.  

Continuing on in our Torah portion, we see that Moses cried out to YHVH about the bitter water. YHVH 
showed him a tree, which he threw into the bitter water and it became sweet. We read in the last part of verse 
of 25 and 26 of Exodus 15: ‘There He (YHVH) made for them a statute and regulation, and there He 
tested them. (26) And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of YHVH your Elohim, and do 
what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none 
of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I YHVH am your healer

15
.’  If we only 

become conscious of the fact that YHVH is All-Mighty and able to save us from whatever condition we may 
find ourselves in, we will learn to trust Him fully. After the water was made sweet, the Israelites moved on and 
camped in Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms.  

But, when they moved again they arrived in the wilderness of Sin, between Elim and Mount Sinai, where there 
was no food. Consequently, the whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron, 
saying in verse 3 of Exodus 16: “Would that we had died by (YHVH)’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we 
sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness 
to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Next YHVH introduces the Israelites to His Sabbath. We read in 
verses 4 – 7 of Exodus 16: ‘Then YHVH said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; 
and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not 
they will walk in My instruction. (5) And it will come about on the sixth day, when they prepare what 
they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” (6) So Moses and Aaron said to the sons of 
Israel, “at evening you will know that YHVH has brought you out of the land of Egypt; (7) and in the 
morning you will see the glory of YHVH, for He hears your grumblings against YHVH; and what are we 
that you grumble against us?”’  In our previous Torah portion I showed that the word twilight as used in 
Exodus 12: 6, simply means ‘in the evening’: We read in the first part of Exodus 16 verse 8, ‘And Moses said, 
“This will happen when YHVH gives you meat in the evening, and bread to the full in the morning.”’  
Comparing this with Exodus 16 verses 11 - 13, twilight is positively confirmed as being ‘at evening’, in this 
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 One of the titles of YHVH, some of these is: YHVH-Ropheka – YHVH our Healer (Exodus 15: 26); YHVH-Yireh – YHVH our Provider 
(Genesis 22: 14); YHVH-Nissi – YHVH our Banner (Exodus 17: 15); YHVH-Tsidkenu – YHVH our righteousness (Jeremiah 23: 6). 
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manner:  ‘And YHVH spoke to Moses, saying, (12) I have heard the grumblings of the sons of Israel; 
speak to them, saying, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with 
bread; and you shall know I am YHVH your Elohim.”(13) So it came about at evening that the quails 
came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.’  

Allowing the Scriptures to interpret the Scriptures, we understand twilight of the 14
th
 of Aviv, to commence in 

the evening of the 14
th
 as the 13

th
 draw to a close. We therefore follow our Master Yahshua, in keeping the 

Passover 24 hours before the first Day of Unleavened Bread, as we are told by Rav Shaul in 1 Corinthians 11: 
1 & 23 – 25, as follows: ‘Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Messiah. (23) For I received from the 
Master that which I also delivered to you, that the Master Yahshua in the night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; (24) and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, “This is My body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”’ (25) ‘In the same way He took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”’ We keep the Passover in remembrance of Yahshua’s death until He comes. 

We see in verse 14 of Exodus 16, that when the dew evaporated, there was a fine flake-like substance on the 
ground. The children of Israel, did not know what it was and asked (in verse 15): “What is it?”  Apparently the 
English translation for the Hebrew word manna is ‘what is it?’ Moses answered them saying “It is the bread 
which YHVH has given you to eat.” Moses also tells the children of Israel that they should only collect what 
they are able to eat, as whatever is left over will breed worms and become foul.  On the sixth day the children 
of Israel gathered twice as much as they required and Moses tells them in verse 23 of Exodus 16: ‘Tomorrow 
is the Sabbath observance, a Set-apart Sabbath to YHVH, bake what you will bake and boil what you 
will boil, and all that is left over put aside to be kept until morning.’ On the Sabbath Moses told them to 
eat what they gathered on the sixth day, as they will not find any food in the field on the Sabbath. As we read 
on, we see that some of the Israelites did not obey the Sabbath command and were reprimanded by Moses. 
We are told in verse 31 that the manna was like coriander seed, white; and its taste was like wafers with 
honey. In verse 33 of Exodus 16, Moses instructed Aaron to take a jar and put an omer full of manna in it and 
told him to place it before YHVH throughout their generations. We see further that the Israelites ate the manna 
throughout the forty years that they wandered in the desert. 

Continuing on in Exodus 17 verse 1, we see that the Israelites moved on from the wilderness of Sin, according 
to the command of YHVH. They camped at Rephidim and there was no water to drink. The people started 
quarreling with Moses about the fact that there was no water. So Moses again cried out to YHVH for water. 
YHVH tells Moses to take his staff and some of the elders of Israel and - (in verse 6 of Exodus 17) He says to 
Moses: ‘“Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of 
Israel.’ Once again YHVH provided for His people. So, Moses named the place Massah and Meribah because 
of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested YHVH saying: “Is YHVH among us or not?” 

We conclude this week’s Torah portion, when Amalek came against Israel at Rephidim. Moses told Joshua to 
choose men to go out and fight against Amalek. He also said to Joshua that he (Moses) will station himself on 
the top of the hill with the staff of Elohim in his hand. So it came about the next day, when Moses held up his 
hand; the Israelites prevailed against Amalek. But as soon as his hands became too heavy, Amalek prevailed. 
Then they took a stone and put it under Moses and he sat on it and Aaron and Hur supported Moses’ hands. 
His hands remained steady until the sun went down and Joshua overwhelmed Amalek with the edge of the 
sword. We read the conclusion in verse 14 - 16 of Exodus 17, as follows: ‘Then YHVH said to Moses, “Write 
this in a book as a memorial, and recite it to Joshua that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek 
from under heaven.” (15) And Moses built an altar, and named it YHVH is My Banner (YHVH-Nissi); (16) 
and he said, “YHVH has sworn; YHVH will have war against Amalek from generation to generation.” 
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Exodus 18 verse 1 to 20 verse 23 (Yitro). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called Yitro, meaning ‘abundance’. Commencing in verse 1 of Exodus 18, we 
read: ‘Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that Elohim had done for 
Moses and for Israel His people, how YHVH had brought Israel out of Egypt.’ How can this be? You might 
ask. How is it possible for a Midianite priest to recognize YHVH? We must never be conceited to think that 
YHVH cannot change the minds of people who currently believe different to what we do. You often  hear of 
leaders from other religions, which came to the knowledge of the truth and ‘converted’ to the way of Elohim.  
 
From reading chapter 18 of Exodus, we understand that Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law was an intelligent man, 
with insight and wisdom. We see that even though he was not an Israelite, it was clear from his confession in 
verses 10 & 11 of Exodus 18, that He recognized YHVH as the one and only true Elohim. Because of his 
insight, he is also recognized as the first Organization and Methods official

16
 in the world. We see in verses 19 

– 23 of Exodus 18 that he advised Moses to govern the Israelites from the top down in a hierarchical fashion. 
This ensured the delegation of tasks and division of labor to able men who fear Elohim, men of truth, those 
who hate dishonest gain, as leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens. These men were to judge 
the people at all times; every major dispute they had to bring to Moses, but every minor dispute they 
themselves had to deal with. This would make Moses’ task much easier as these men would bear the burden 
with him. An important lesson for us in this Torah portion is that Moses a man of Elohim, was willing to be 
taught by someone considered to be spiritually inferior to him. We should learn from this that we do not have 
all the answers and that we can also learn from others. We read further in Exodus 18 that Jethro brought 
Moses’ wife Zipporah and her two sons, Gershom (meaning an alien in a foreign land) and Eliezer (meaning 
Elohim is my helper) back to Moses where he camped at the mount of Elohim. When in Egypt Moses send his 
family back to his father-in-law due to the pressure of his duties to get Pharaoh to let the Israelites go. Moses 
told his father-in-law what YHVH had done to the Egyptians for the sake of Israel and how YHVH delivered 
them from the trouble that they came across on the way. Therefore Jethro rejoiced about the good things that 
YHVH had done for Israel. The Egyptians, like the Arab nations of today, wanted to push the Israelites into the 
sea, but were themselves drowned in the sea. 
 
We also understand from Moses’ ‘job description’, as he explained to Jethro in Exodus 18: 16, that the Law 
existed prior to YHVH giving it to Moses on Mount Sinai, as follows: “When they have a dispute, it comes to 
me, and I judge between a man and his neighbor, and make known the statutes of Elohim and His 
laws.” We see at the end of Exodus 18, that Moses bid his father-in-law farewell and Jethro went his way into 
his own land. We see in Exodus 19 that the Israelites came to the wilderness of Sinai, during the third month 
since they left Egypt. Continuing in verse 3 – 6 of Exodus 19, we read: ‘And Moses went up to Elohim, and 
YHVH called to him from the mountain saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the 
sons of Israel; (4) you yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 
wings, and brought you to Myself. (5) Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the people, for all the earth is Mine; (6) and 
you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to 
the sons of Israel.’  As mentioned in a previous Torah portion YHVH wanted Israel to be His model nation, to 
show the rest of the world how to obey and serve Him. The same applies to those of us that are called out of 
the world today. We read accordingly in 1 Peter 2: 9 & 10: ‘But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal 
PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR Elohim’s OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; (10) for you once 
were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF ELOHIM; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but 
now you have RECEIVED MERCY.’ YHVH wants us to be an example to the world, as we are told by 
Yahshua in Matthew 5: 14 – 16, as follows: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. (15) Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it 
gives light to all who are in the house. (16) Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
 
Moses called the elders of the people and set before them all these words which YHVH had commanded him 
and the people agreed to all that YHVH had spoken. When Moses brought the words of the people back to 
YHVH, He said to Moses, the words recorded in verse 9 of Exodus 19: “Behold, I shall come to you in a 
thick cloud, in order that the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe in you 
forever.” It is vital that we remember these last four words to Moses. Christianity believes that the so-called 
‘Old Testament’ has been done away with or has been superseded by the ‘New Testament’. However, we 
know that Yahshua said in Matthew 5: 17 & 18, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law (Torah) or the 
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Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill (reading from verse 21 to the end of Matthew 5, we see 
that Yahshua in fact made it more binding). (18) For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished.” In addition we 
read in John 5: 46 & 47, Yahshua saying: “For if you believe Moses you would believe Me; for he wrote of 
Me. (47) But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” The reason why 
Christianity as well as many Nazarene Israelites deny (or contradict) Yahshua, the word of Elohim, is because 
they do not believe in Moses (or those who seated themselves in the chair of Moses) any longer. 
 
Before YHVH gave Moses the commandments, He told Moses to tell the people to consecrate themselves and 
wash their clothes. YHVH also told Moses that no one whether man or beast shall go near the mountain or 
touch it. Moses also told the people to be ready for the third day and not to touch a woman during that time. 
Then on the third day there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very 
loud trumpet sound, so that the people trembled. Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet Elohim at 
the foot of the mountain. Then the sound of the trumpet grew louder and YHVH answered Moses with thunder. 
YHVH came down on Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. Again YHVH tells Moses to 
warn the people not to break through to gaze at YHVH and perish. Then YHVH told Moses to go down and 
bring Aaron with him and gave Moses the Commandments, statutes and judgments recorded in Exodus 20 to 
Exodus 24: 4. 
 
The two tablets of stone that Moses received from Elohim’s own hand at Mount Sinai contained His covenant 
which He commanded us to perform; that is the Ten Commandments, according to Deuteronomy 4: 13. Each 
of the tablets contains five of the Ten Commandments. The first five commandments are precepts between 
man and Elohim and the second five, between man and his equal. Yahshua explained in Matthew 22: 35 – 40 
that everything written in the Torah and the Prophets, take place under two main headings; namely love toward 
YHVH and love toward our neighbor. He emphasized that the Torah and the Prophets define what the 
relationship between us and our Creator and between each other should be.  The Ten Commandments are not 
only regulations or suggestions and those who see them in that light misunderstand Elohim’s intent in giving 
His commandments. YHVH tells us that all His commandments are for our good and that they are a blessing to 
mankind. When Yahshua himself was asked which of the commandments is the foremost of all. He answered 
without hesitation in Mark 12: 29 – 30: “The foremost is, ‘Hear O Israel! YHVH our Elohim is One; (30) and 
you shall love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” 
 
The main focus of the first commandment given in Exodus 20: 3 is as follows: “You shall have no other 
elohim before (or besides) Me” The relationship that YHVH wants with us is that of a Father with His children. 
It is very important for us to understand Elohim’s character, because He wants to create the same character in 
us. We read accordingly in 2 Peter 1: 2 – 4: ‘Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of 
Elohim and of Yahshua our Master; (3) seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellence. (4) For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order 
that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world by lust.’ Our Father wants us to develop righteous character so that we may ultimately fulfill our 
human potential, of becoming His children – who will rule as kings and priests under Yahshua during the 
millennium and on into eternity. We also read about this in 1 John 3: 1 – 3:  ‘See how great a love the Father 
has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of Elohim; and such we are. For this reason 
the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. (2) Beloved, now we are children of Elohim, 
and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, 
because we shall see Him just as He is. (3) And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure.’ It is remarkable to realize what YHVH the creator of the universe has in store for 
us. He wants us to be his people and to have everlasting life in His eternal Kingdom. Yahshua the word of 
YHVH, who according to John 1: 1 – 3 created the universe, stated in Matthew 6: 33 that our highest priority 
should be, to: “(But) seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
to you.” Our Father gives us a period of about seventy years to establish a relationship with Him, so that we 
may receive eternal life in His kingdom, as His people.  We read about this in Revelation 21: 3: ‘And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold the tabernacle of Elohim is among men, and He shall dwell 
among them, and they shall be His people, and Elohim Himself shall be among them.”’ YHVH alone is 
our Elohim and we should honor, obey and serve Him with all our being. We should make sure that we 
understand and believe that He (YHVH) is the only One and that there is no elohim besides Him! In Hosea 13: 
4 we read: "Yet I have been YHVH your Elohim since the land of Egypt; and you were not to know any 
elohim except Me, for there is no savior besides Me." There is no Savior except YHVH; this means that 
Yahshua the Messiah is none other than YHVH in the flesh. 
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The second commandment specifies that we should not make any likeness of anything in heaven, or on 
earth or in the waters beneath the earth, and worship it. Even though we are made in the image of Elohim, we 
need to realize that our creator is a living Elohim and not a statue or a picture. He cannot be limited in any way 
and He does not want us to limit or distort Him in our own minds. It is easy for us as Nazarene Israelite 
believers to think that we do not make images and worship them. However, we need to consider this command 
carefully. Do you spend more time in front of the one eyed god called TV, or playing golf or washing your car, 
than what you do worshipping YHVH? Are you drinking or eating too much? What are our excesses? Be very 
careful, that too may develop into an idol or god. 
 
The third commandment focuses on showing YHVH proper respect. It has to do with the name of YHVH as 
we read in Exodus 20: 7: "You shall not take the name of YHVH your Elohim in vain, for YHVH will not 
leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.” What does the word vain mean? The Hebrew for vain 
is ‘shavah‘, meaning to destroy or bring to naught the name of YHVH your Elohim. It could also mean to use 
lightly, i.e. you are not to use lightly, destroy or bring to naught the name of YHVH your Elohim, by hiding, 
refusing to use, or purposely misspelling His name. Also notice the word take or use. There are so many ways 
in which we can use the name of YHVH in vain. If for example, we keep non-scriptural festivals like Xmas, we 
twist scripture to fit doctrines of men. No-where in the Scriptures do we find the birth date of our Messiah 
given, let alone stated as the 25th of December - by keeping the Messiah's birthday we propagate a lie and 
use the name of YHVH in vain. Another way to use the Name of YHVH our Elohim in vain is by our conduct. 
We who call ourselves by the Messiah’s name must be very careful how we conduct ourselves in public. We 
must not be hypocrites and behave like believers on the Sabbath, but continue to practice sin during the week. 
We read about this in Romans 2: 21 – 24: ‘You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? 
You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal? (22) You who say that one should not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? (23) You who boast in 
the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor Elohim? (24) For “The Name of Elohim is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written.’ We, who claim to be the Almighty's 
people, should know His name as stated in the first part of Isaiah 52: 6: "Therefore My people shall know My 
name".  However, we should be careful not to use His name in everyday language like some people in TV 
programs do. Perhaps it is a good thing that most people do not know the true name of YHVH, since the 
generic title ‘G-d’ as used by them, is not His name. The name of YHVH should only be used in prayer, 
blessings, worship services and teachings. Finally let us also consider the warning to refrain from using the 
names of pagan gods, in Exodus 23: 13 we read: “Now concerning everything which I have said to you, 
be on your guard; and do not mention the name of other gods, nor let them be heard from your 
mouth.”  
 
We read the fourth or Sabbath Command in Exodus 20: 8 to 11, as follows: "Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy. (9) Six days you shall labor and do all your work, (10) but the seventh day is a Sabbath 
of YHVH your Elohim; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or 
your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. (11) For in six days YHVH 
made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; 
therefore YHVH blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy." Do we today, know which day is the Sabbath? 
Is it possible after so many years after YHVH gave the ten original commandments to His people, to identify 
which is the Sabbath Day? I would say yes. The Jewish people who are the people of the nation of Judah of 
the Scriptures are still keeping the original Sabbath day, from Friday evening at sunset to Saturday evening at 
sunset. This is the Sabbath of YHVH, the seventh day, which YHVH blessed and sanctified after having 
completed the creation of the heavens and the earth. Only YHVH can sanctify anything - He has declared 
which are His appointed times in Leviticus 23. We do not have the right as human beings to proclaim feast 
days to YHVH. We can read an example where Aaron declared a feast to YHVH in Exodus 32, with dire 
consequences.  In Hebrews 4: 9 we read that: "There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of 
Elohim". If we claim to be the people of YHVH, then we better make sure that we are keeping His Sabbath 
days (weekly and annual Sabbaths).  
 
The fifth commandment in Exodus 20: 12 reads: “Honor your father and your mother that your days may 
be prolonged in the land which YHVH your Elohim gives you.” Although this commandment appears to 
belong in the category between man and man, it teaches us to appreciate that our parents are the connection 
between us and our Creator.  Just as parents withhold that which they believe is not good for their children 
from them, similarly YHVH withholds from each of His children that which may not be in their best interest, 
spiritually. If we understand this, then we will never feel envy towards our neighbors. This commandment is the 
first commandment with a promise to those who obey it; the promise is a prolonged life in the land which 
YHVH our Elohim gives us. The fifth commandment also sets the scene for the last five. It teaches the 
importance of treating each other with respect and honor.  Learning to obey the fifth commandment helps 
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children establish a pattern of respecting rules, laws and traditions. YHVH places the responsibility for teaching 
children the basic principles of life, on the parents of such children.  Parents should also think of themselves as 
children. Yes, children of perhaps now elderly or deceased parents, but also children of YHVH our Elohim. It is 
just as important for us to obey and honor our heavenly Father as it is for our children to obey and honor us. 
We and our children should also be sure not to neglect honoring our grandparents. We should make 
opportunities to spend time with grandparents. Ask them questions about their origins. Children, who honor 
and respect their grandparents, also show respect to other older people. 
 
The sixth commandment is the prohibition against murder. There is an integral relationship between the sixth 
commandment and the first commandment. Only by acknowledging that there is a Creator who fashioned 
every human being in His image, can we explain rationally why eating steak and swatting flies is any different 
from killing fellow human beings. Without knowing this distinction, we should all be either vegetarians or serial 
killers. Human life has become very cheap today. Criminals do not only steal people’s possessions, but also 
the lives of their victims. Many people view unwanted pregnancy as an inconvenience and millions of unborn 
babies are being killed monthly. Our papers are full of crime and violence and the murder of the day is usually 
the first topic featured in newspapers and TV programs. Random killings by gangsters are threatening many 
communities around the world. It is ironic that despite our fear of death, we are fascinated by stories of murder 
and bloodshed. These are the stories that sell newspapers and make for many so-called ‘good’ movies and TV 
shows.  Violence is so inter-woven into the fabric of society that it is glamorized into most of our modern day 
entertainment. We need to stop teaching ourselves and our children to make war. Stop watching violence! We 
need to start by controlling what we watch. In addition, we need to watch our tempers. Road rage has become 
a major problem, especially in South Africa. We need to repent and return to Torah. Elohim’s mercy and 
forgiveness remains available for sinners, including murderers. But He wants us to repent and forsake our evil 
ways. We need to overcome evil with good. If we want to be called sons (and daughters) of Elohim, we need to 
become peacemakers, as mentioned in Matthew 5: 9.  
  
The seventh commandment forbids adultery. Adultery is a violation of the marriage covenant by willfully 
participating in sex with someone who is not your spouse. YHVH intended men and women to be together 
from the very beginning. Marriage is ordained by our Father and He hates divorce. YHVH created sex, 
because He wants us to enjoy a stable sexual relationship within marriage. There are many warnings against 
adultery in the Scriptures. One such warning appears in Proverbs 6: 32, as follows: ‘The one who commits 
adultery with a woman is lacking sense; he who would destroy himself does it.’ In 1 Corinthians 6: 18 & 
19: Rav Shaul writes: ‘Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the 
immoral man sins against his own body. (19) Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Set-
apart Spirit who is in you, whom you have from Elohim, and that you are not your own?’ Adultery is 
linked to idolatry (the second commandment) - Adultery is about unfaithfulness to one’s partner; as idolatry is 
about unfaithfulness to Elohim. By staying with your married partner, we are showing YHVH our Father that 
once we agreed to follow Him (after He has called us); we will remain loyal to Him, forever. So if and when 
someone like our husband or wife offends us, we must think twice, before making them jealous with someone 
else, or before we spite them by not talking to him or her for a day or longer. Think about your own character 
development, before you make these ridiculous decisions to spite your partner. Marriage is an institution which 
helps us to build character – which will last into eternity. Broken homes are very costly to human society. The 
majority of economically disadvantaged people are from broken homes. Homes headed by single parents are 
a leading factor in subsequent criminal activity. To this must be added the cost of legal fees, the reduction in 
productivity and income of divorced parents. It also results in the frequent loss of homes and other belongings. 
Divorce often results in long custody battles with devastating effects on the children. Society suffers because 
we have neglected to treat our partners the way that YHVH intended from the beginning. Most human beings 
desire and need the benefits that come from a stable marriage. We need to return to the way that Elohim 
intended and give marriage the respect that it deserves. 
 
The eighth commandment forbids theft. Theft is the result of the greedy, often lustful way of life that most 
human beings have grown accustomed to in modern society. The Almighty placed everything in this world for 
our use, conditional only upon recognizing that everything comes from Him. To misuse His name is to fail in 
that recognition, rendering all benefits from the material world the equivalent of theft. The eighth 
commandment ensures every human’s right to legitimately obtain and own property. YHVH wants us to honor 
and protect that right. YHVH wants to bestow upon us physical blessings and He wants us to enjoy that. He 
wants us to be thankful for what He gives us and wants us to use what He gives us with wisdom. However, He 
does not want us to make wealth our major interest. YHVH wants us to be charitable and let generosity and 
not greed motivate our choices. YHVH wants us to earn our living and not steal from others. YHVH wants 
those who stole to stop stealing and start working for an income (see Ephesians 4: 28). There are many forms 
of stealing from someone. Today there are many sophisticated scams used to swindle money out of poor and 
defenseless people. Untrue advertisements have the same effect. Workers who claim more hours than what 
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they worked for, is another example. There are also those people who borrow from their friends and never 
return. YHVH is willing to help us serve others, when we replace greed with a dedication to serve. Rav Shaul 
puts it as follows in 2 Corinthians 9: 7 – 8: ‘Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not 
grudgingly or under compulsion; for Elohim loves a cheerful giver. (8) And Elohim is able to make all 
grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything; you may have abundance for 
every good deed.’ YHVH wants us to learn true values and build character traits that will endure beyond the 
grave. 
 
The ninth commandment forbids bearing false witness (known in Hebrew as Lashon Hara) against your 
neighbor. It tells us not to tell lies about other people. We need to make sure that whatever we say is true. 
What is truth? In John 17: 17 Yahshua said: ‘Sanctify (set-apart) them in the truth; Thy word is truth.’ In 
Psalm 15: 1 - 3 David wrote: ‘O YHVH, who may abide in Thy tent? Who may dwell on Thy Set-apart hill? 
(2) He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart. (3) He does 
not slander with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend.’ 
Yahshua the visible image of the invisible Elohim reflected the perfect character of Elohim. Yahshua said in 
answer to a question from Thomas in John 14: 6: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 
to the Father, but through Me.” To be disciples of Yahshua, we need to speak the truth on an on-going 
basis. Deceitfulness has become an accepted way of life today. We read about our society in Isaiah 59: 4: ‘No 
one sues righteously and no one pleads honestly. They trust in confusion, and speak lies; they 
conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.’ May I pose a blatant question here: Do we lie? Or are we put 
off by lying? Ask yourself these questions and answer it truthfully on your own. Yahshua said about Satan in 
John 8: 44: ‘He is a liar, and the father of lies.’ We have a choice – do we follow Yahshua who being the 
word of YHVH, is truth, or do we follow Satan who is a liar? Most people find it almost impossible to abandon 
all lies, until they surrender their lives to Elohim and seek His help.  We know that Rav Kepha (the apostle 
Peter) had a similar problem, in that He denied Yahshua and also lied during the night when Yahshua was 
betrayed. We need to ask our Father to help us if we have this problem. He will certainly help us, if we repent 
and return to studying His word.  YHVH wants us to commit ourselves to truth and show it in all that we do and 
say. 
 
The tenth commandment is against coveting. Coveting is a major problem in most of our lives.  Our 
transgressions of Elohim’s Torah begin in our hearts. We read this in Mark 7: 21 – 23, as follows: ‘For from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thought, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, (22) 
deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 
(23) All these evil things proceed from within and defile a man.’ We know that the heart is the seat of 
desire. Desire is another word for crave or covet, especially when it is improper or excessive. Coveting is a 
longing for something which is not yours. It also include wanting something that belongs to others.  Our natural 
inclination is to see what we can get, rather than what we can give; whereas YHVH our Elohim’s way is the 
way of giving and sharing. Coveting, when put above self and Elohim becomes idolatry. Rav Shaul warns in 
Colossians 3: 5 – 6, as follows: ‘Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed which amounts to idolatry. (6) For it is on account 
of these things that the wrath of Elohim will come.’ We need to steer our desires in the right direction. A 
desire to excel in our life’s pursuits is an appropriate ambition. YHVH wants us to excel and He approves of 
our gaining knowledge and skills for our advancement in life. However, YHVH wants us to have concern for 
others and if He blesses us with wonderful gifts, then He wants us to bless the less fortunate with similar 
blessings. Charity starts at home and we may start by blessing our own families and fellow believers who are 
less fortunate. In Hebrews 13: 16 we are reminded to do good as follows: ‘And do not neglect doing good 
and sharing; for with such sacrifices Elohim is pleased.’ In His teachings in Deuteronomy 30: 19 YHVH 
admonished us to make the right choices, as follows: “I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that 
you may live and your descendants.”  Yes, fellow believers, the commandments are for our own good. In 
addition we read in the book of James that we show our faith by our deeds. A second witness to this is found in 
Romans 2: 13: "For not the hearers of the Law are just before Elohim, but the DOERS of the Law will be 
justified."  
 
To conclude this Torah portion we read in verse 18 of Exodus 20 that the people perceived the thunder and 
lightning and the sound of the trumpet and trembled and stood at a distance. They told Moses to speak to 
them and they will listen, adding, not to let Elohim speak to them lest they die. Moses assured them, telling 
them not to fear as Elohim has come to test them, so they stood at a distance, while Moses approached the 
thick cloud where Elohim was. We end in verses 22 & 23, of Exodus 20, where Elohim said to Moses: “Thus 
you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘You yourselves have seen that I have spoken to you from heaven. 
(23) You shall not make other gods besides Me; gods of silver or gods of gold, you shall not make for 
yourselves.’” 
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Exodus 21 verse 1 to 24 verse 18 (Mishpatim). 
 

After the people committed themselves to keep the Ten Commandments at Sinai, YHVH proceeded to give 
Moses the rest of the ordinances of the Torah, saying: “Now these are the ordinances (Mispathim, meaning 
Judgment or Right Rulings) which you are to set before them (Israel).” 
 
The Mishpatim are the laws or rules by which we are supposed to live our daily lives. They spell out how we 
should relate to fellow human beings. These right rulings are not negotiable and include how to deal with 
murderers, thieves, sorcerers and disorderly people. They also include judgments, telling us how to settle 
charges and claims, how to observe Elohim’s annual Sabbaths and even how to handle vicious animals. If kept 
by all human beings, these laws will unify the human race and there will be peace and justice for all. Yet many, 
even among us Nazarene Israelites, want to keep these laws selectively: some want to pick and choose which 
ones they should obey and which ones they may argue away. Many read these rulings, believing that Yahshua 
has done away with them. However, when reading Matthew 5, from verse 17 onwards, we realize that 
Yahshua actually made it more binding. Whereas people from other religions might interpret the right rulings 
given in this Torah portion as being a little harsh or even cruel, the principle behind these laws is simply that 
the ‘repayment (or retribution) should fit the crime’. The first judgment given, applies to a Hebrew slave. 
Hebrew was the language which our forefathers, the ancient Israelites spoke before the lost ten tribes were 
taken captive by the Assyrians between 721 and 718 BCE. In previous Torah portions, we have proven that 
most of us are bloodline Israelites, who have lost our language, our faith as well as our identity. It is therefore 
important that we understand why YHVH has appointed the Jews as the nation to preserve the Oracles of 
Elohim for the rest of Israel. The Oracles include the Hebrew language, the covenants, the Torah, the (timing 
of the) temple services and the promises.  
 
Since the giving of the Torah, most people have chosen not to obey YHVH. They have been deceived to 
believe that man’s ways are better as well as easier than the way of Elohim. But in hindsight we are today able 
to see that man is incapable of leading a long and contented life without obeying Elohim’s physical and 
Spiritual laws. Millions of people have never even heard about YHVH our Elohim, because they were deceived 
to believe in the pagan gods of their forefathers. This resulted in six thousand years of suffering, poverty and 
unhappiness for the majority of all the people who ever lived. Even though there are at this end time better 
opportunities available to find out about the one and only true Elohim, than what there were in the past, pagan 
beliefs are like they were in the past, increasingly mixed with Christianity, the believe system that was 
supposed to have been started by the Savior of mankind. The Scriptures state that false ministers will spring 
up to hide the truth by falsehood. Rav Shaul mentioned this in Acts 20: 29 & 30, in this way: “I know that after 
my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; (30) and from among your 
own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.” A second 
witness to this is given in 2 Peter 2: 1, as follows: ‘But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying (‘arneomai’ in Greek also meaning, to contradict) the Master who bought them, bringing swift 
destruction upon themselves.’  
 
We have been deceived to believe that the laws of YHVH as well as circumcision have been done away with 
by our Master and Savior Yahshua Messiah. Christianity teach correctly that Yahshua (the one they call 
J*e*s*u*s*) died to redeem us from our sin. However, they also incorrectly teach that He nailed the Law to the 
cross. We know that this is an incorrect interpretation of Colossians 2: 13 & 14 which reads correctly as 
follows: ‘And when you were dead in your transgressions and the un-circumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, (14) having cancelled our 
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it 
out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.’ It is clear from this that Yahshua nailed the certificate of our 
debt and not the Torah to the cross. From studying Galatians 3, we understand that the (Sacrificial) Law was 
added four hundred and thirty years after Abraham, because of the transgressions of the Israelites during the 
golden calf incident. Yahshua the lamb of Elohim became the Sacrifice required by the law to pay for our 
indebtedness for breaking the Law.  
 
When Yahshua became the sacrifice, He introduced the new Priesthood, effectively doing away with the 
sacrificial requirements of the Law in respect of sin. However, it is also clear from the Scriptures, that even 
though YHVH does not require sin offerings any longer, righteous sacrifices will again be offered in the future, 
during the millennium and possibly on into eternity. We read accordingly in Psalm 51: 16 – 19: ”For Thou dost 
not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; Thou art not pleased with burnt offering. (17) The 
sacrifices of Elohim are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart, O Elohim, Thou wilt not despise. 
(18) By Thy favor do good to Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem. (19) Then Thou wilt delight in 
righteous sacrifices, in burnt offering and whole burnt offering; then young bulls will be offered on 
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Thine altar.” So we are only really talking here about the sacrificial system, as it applied to sin and righteous 
sacrifices will still have its place in the world tomorrow.  
 
Reading verse 2 of Exodus 21 once again, it is essential that we understand that the term ‘Hebrew slave’ 
applied to anyone who became part of the community of Israel, as the word ‘Hebrew’ refers to ‘one who 
crossed over’, like Abraham did. Abraham was the first one who was called by YHVH to leave his relatives and 
country of origin to the land which YHVH showed him. The covenant of circumcision was made between YHVH 
and Abraham and his descendants. YHVH promised that Abraham’s descendants will inherit the land of 
Canaan as an everlasting possession, provided they are circumcised.  We read in Galatians 3: 29: ‘And if you 
belong to Messiah, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.’ As Abraham’s 
offspring we will inherit the land promised to Abraham and his offspring, provided we (the male offspring), 
honor the covenant agreement with YHVH and be circumcised. The covenant between YHVH and Abraham 
was never part of the sacrificial system and is therefore still applicable. We are today called slaves of Yahshua 
our Messiah, according to Romans 6: 16 – 18: ‘Do you not know that when you present yourselves to 
someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in 
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? (17) But thanks be to Elohim that though you were 
slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were 
committed, (18) and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.’ In addition 
Yahshua our Messiah was our perfect example, showing us the way of Elohim. Yahshua our Messiah was 
both circumcised and immersed.  
 
The reason for letting the Hebrew slave, or in our case the called out slave go during the seventh year, is that 
the seventh year is the land Sabbath, during which the land remains uncultivated and no work is required. The 
land Sabbath comes every seventh year and like the weekly Sabbath, points to the thousand year rule of 
Yahshua during the coming millennium. The Hebrew slave, who continually expresses the desire to remain 
with his master, is taken by his master before the judges, after which he takes him to the door and pierces his 
ear with an awl. This symbolizes the slave’s willingness to serve his master until death them part. Note that 
even if the slave agrees to serve his master ‘forever’, it has to be established in the official courts. This applies 
to our loyalty and service to YHVH: As the doorpost was the place where the blood of the Passover lamb was 
applied and where we inscribe the words of the Shema contained in a Mezuzah, we begin our relationship with 
YHVH, acknowledging that He is the One and only Elohim. 
 
We read in Exodus 22: 28, that: “You shall not curse Elohim, nor curse a ruler of your people.” This 
applies to political and other rulers in our communities. But it also includes the religious leaders in Judah, since 
YHVH confirmed many times in the Scriptures that - “Judah is My scepter

17
 (or lawgiver) (quoted from the 

last part of Psalm 60: 7).’ Many continue to contradict the words that Yahshua used in Matthew 23: 2 & 3, 
saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; (3) therefore all 
that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things, and do 
not do them.” Our Jewish brothers have been given the Oracles of Elohim and we may argue about it until we 
are blue in the face, they have the authority to set the timing of the annual Set-apart Days of YHVH, provided 
that these occur in their seasons (KJV). Those who believe that Yahshua did not mean what He said in 
Matthew 23, usually quote the present day leader of the Karaite Jews in Israel, who wrote a book in this 
regard, despite the fact that he does not believe in Yahshua.  We need to accept their authority, but must not 
convert to Rabbinical Judaism (the modern day Pharisees), as Yahshua said to them in verse 15 of Matthew 
23: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel about on sea and land to make 
one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.” 
He was saying this to the Pharisees of His day, because they knew who He was: They knew all the prophecies 
about Him from the Tanach and saw the miracles that He performed in their midst, but denied Him. They like 
Satan sinned with full knowledge. It is like when those of us who are called at this time to be first-fruits when 
Yahshua returns, fall away from the faith, as we read in Hebrews 6: 4 – 6: ‘For in the case of those who 
have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the 
Set-apart Spirit, (5) and have tasted the good word of Elohim and the powers of the age to come, (6) 
and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify 
to themselves the Son of Elohim, and put Him to open shame.’  However, most of the Jews who ever lived 
and are now living are according to Romans 11, blinded to who Yahshua is. 
 
Let’s for the moment get back to the concept ‘in their seasons’, mentioned earlier. We read in Exodus 23: 16 & 
17: “Also you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits of your labors from what you sow 
in the field; also the Feast of the Ingathering at the end of the year when you gather in the fruit of your 
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 In Genesis 49: 10 we read: ‘The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, 
and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.’ 
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labors from the field. (17) Three times a year all your males shall appear before YHVH Elohim.” Here we 
see that Scriptures require that the Feast of Tabernacles and the Last Great Day, commemorating the second 
and great harvest of human beings, at least reach the beginning of autumn in the Northern Hemisphere. We 
read a second witness to this in Exodus 34: 22, as follows: “And you shall celebrate the Feast of weeks, 
that is, the first fruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the turn of the year.” What is 
the ‘turn of the year?’ The Hebrew word transliterated ‘turn’ is ‘tequfah’, meaning ‘revolution, circuit or end.’ It is 
used specifically for the equinoxes or solstices. The Feast of Tabernacles should therefore be within the 
autumn harvest season, as much as the Passover, should be during spring (Aviv in Hebrew). The Last Great 
Day of the Feast at the end of the Feast of Tabernacles may according to the Gregorian calendar, be from as 
early as the 27

th
 of September and as late as the 26

th
 of October in any year. However, it will never be as late 

as the 4
th
 of November. This mistake is usually made due to misinterpreting the command to offer a first-fruit 

offering around Passover. Many have been misled to believe that this offering was of ‘ripe grain’ rather than of 
‘first-fruits of green ears’. This resulted in the use of an erroneous method, determining the timing of the 
Passover and other Feast Days according to the practice of Jeroboam, who caused Israel to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles during the eighth month (after Israel and Judah became two separate nations). According to 
Leviticus 23: 2  YHVH said to Moses: “Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘(YHVH)’s appointed 
times which you (Moses or those who have seated themselves in the chair of Moses) shall proclaim as Set-
apart convocations – My appointed times are these.’” This is repeated in verse 4 of Leviticus 23, after 
informing Moses about the weekly Sabbath.  
 
In Exodus 23: 28 – 33 (paraphrased) YHVH tells Moses that the Israelites will be confronted by idol-
worshipping nations, near the land of Canaan, but assured Moses that He will weaken their armies with 
swarms of hornets, so that they will move to the land bound by the Red Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, the 
desert of Arabia and the Euphrates River. YHVH also promised that He shall free the Israelites from sickness 
and disease; cause their woman to bear many children and their flocks and herds to multiply greatly. In 
addition YHVH said that he will not allow other peoples to remain in their land, lest they mingle with them and 
serve their gods. Moses directed the building of an altar on a slope of mount Sinai. They placed twelve large 
stones around the altar to represent the twelve tribes of Israel. The young men prepared animals as peace 
offerings on wood on the altar.  Moses took half of the blood from the animals and sprinkled it over the wood.  
As flames crackled through the wood, he read aloud the newly-written agreement, as recorded in Exodus 24: 7 
& 8 before the people, as follows: “Then he (Moses) took the book of the covenant and read it in the 
hearing of the people; and they said, ‘All that YHVH has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!’ (8) 
So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, ‘Behold the blood of the covenant, 
which YHVH has made with you in accordance with all these words.”  Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Hur, 
Aaron’s two oldest sons and several elders, later went up Mount Sinai.  Part way up, as they paused to rest, 
the guiding cloud lowered to envelop the upper part of the mountain.  An alarming darkness resulted, out of 
which grew a strange light.  The climbers looked above to take in an awesome sight. The cloud had vanished, 
leaving a sapphire-like expanse flecked with beautiful beams of light.  We read accordingly in Exodus 24:10: 
“And they saw the Elohim of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as 
clear as the sky itself.”  The men fell on their faces when they realized they were staring up at a radiant 
Being in that blue translucency!  YHVH has come down to humanity and astonished onlookers could scarcely 
believe their eyes. 
 
At first the men were afraid, but gradually such a relaxing exhilaration came on them they were able to rest and 
even eat in the presence of the One who had created the universe.  This was a very special privilege few men 
have experienced.  Most people fail to realize it is also a special privilege to talk to the Creator, something that 
can be done simply by a proper attitude and prayer.  After a while the view faded and the cloud reappeared to 
cover the peak of the mountain.  The voice of YHVH rumbled out of the cloud, telling Moses to come on up to 
receive the tablets of stone on which YHVH had written the Ten Commandments to take to the people.  
Realizing he might be gone for quite a while, Moses told the men to wait until a certain time and then go back 
down if he had not returned.   He chose Joshua to continue upward with him.  Farther up, their progress was 
stopped by the increasing density of the cloud, through which strange, flickering beams of light could be seen. 
 
The covenant agreement made at Mount Sinai between YHVH and Israel was nothing to be taking lightly.  It 
was later referred to in the Scriptures as a sacred marriage contract between YHVH, as the husband and 
Israel as the bride. It was a binding promise that YHVH would always take care of His wife, Israel, who would 
always be faithful and never have anything to do with the false gods of other nations.  The rules of the 
marriage covenant were the Ten Commandments and the civil laws later given on Mount Sinai.  The terms 
were that Israel was to remain faithful by obeying the laws of YHVH to insure happiness, good health, many 
children and prosperity.  Unfaithfulness would mean misery, disease, poverty and possible divorce.  To better 
understand about the original covenant, it is necessary to jump ahead in the chain of events and divulge that 
Israel failed to live up to its terms.  The covenant was broken and the house of Israel (who split from her sister 
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nation Judah) was punished and divorced and sent out of the Promised Land.  We read accordingly in 
Jeremiah 3: 6 – 10: “Then YHVH said to me in the days of Josiah the king, ‘Have you seen what faithless 
Israel did? She went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and she was a harlot there.’ (7) 
And I thought, ‘after she has done all these things, she will return to Me’; but she did not return, and 
her treacherous sister Judah saw it. (8) And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had 
sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she 
went and was a harlot also. (9) And it came about because of the lightness of her harlotry that she 
polluted the land and committed adultery with stones and trees. (10) And yet in spite of all this her 
treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in deception, declares 
YHVH.” 
 
Centuries later, when Yahshua came to earth, He drew up terms for a new marriage agreement with Israel.  
He became the mediator or agent of the renewed covenant, much as Moses was the agent or go-between of 
the original covenant.  The renewed covenant will not be completed until Yahshua returns to rule the world as 
we see in Hebrews 8: 8 – 11: “For finding fault with them (the people not the covenant), He says, 
‘BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS YHVH, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; (9) NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE 
WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE 
LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR 
THEM, SAYS YHVH. (10) FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF 
ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS YHVH: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL 
WRITE THEM UPON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 
PEOPLE.”  After proposing the renewed covenant, Yahshua died, thus freeing Israel from the first marriage 
contract.  Even though Yahshua divorced Israel, the nation was still bound to Him until His death.   
 
As mentioned before, many today teach that because the original covenant was broken, the Torah is dead and 
need not to be obeyed any longer.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Belief in that lie has caused much 
misery to mankind. The Ten Commandments and Judgments and Right Rulings, were the basis of the original 
covenant. They are living, unchanged spiritual laws, staying in effect as does the physical law of gravity, 
regardless of what anyone has to say about it.  The physical and spiritual laws set in motion by YHVH are 
meant for all men in all nations down through the ages.  The breaking of the covenant did not lessen their 
effect, as they were in existence before the original covenant was made with Israel. They are the main spiritual 
laws of the renewed covenant. Yahshua had to die because they were broken.  As mentioned before the 
ceremonial and sacrificial laws that were added after the original covenant agreement, to remind the Israelites 
of their sins, was not part of the original covenant.  We read accordingly in Jeremiah 7: 22: “For I did not 
speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices.” and Galatians 3: 19: “Why the Law then? It was added 
because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the 
seed should come to whom the promise had been made.” 
 
For six days Moses and Joshua waited in the heavy vapor.  There were times when they had the urge to try to 
return to the valley, but they patiently waited for whatever YHVH expected of them.  On the seventh day a 
voice called for Moses to proceed upward.  Moses asked Joshua to wait for him and disappeared into the mist, 
which opened just enough to show the way. We conclude this Torah portion by reading verse 18 of Exodus 24, 
as follows: ‘And Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he went up to the mountain; and Moses was 
on the mountain forty days and forty nights.’ 
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Exodus 25 verse 1 to 27 verse 19 (T’rumah). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called T’rumah, meaning ‘free will offering’. Commencing in verses 1 – 8 of 
Exodus 25, we read: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Tell the sons of Israel to raise a 
contribution for Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My contribution. (3) And 
this is the contribution which you are to raise from them; gold, silver and bronze, (4) blue, purple and 
scarlet material, fine linen, goat hair, (5) rams’ skins dyed red, porpoise skins, acacia wood, (6) oil for 
lighting, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, (7) onyx stones and setting stones, 
for the ephod and for the breastpiece. (8) And let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell 
among them.”’ The Hebrew word for Sanctuary is Mikdash, meaning Set-apart place, temple or tabernacle. 
 
Ever since the creation of mankind our Creator wanted to dwell with us, His children. To be able to come and 
dwell among Israel, YHVH instructed Moses to let the children of Israel build a dwelling place for Him where 
He could come and meet with them. The purpose of the building is clearly not to provide a shelter for Elohim, 
but to provide a means for mankind to have Elohim in their lives. If we recall the words of YHVH to Moses at 
the burning bush in Exodus 3: 12, saying: “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you 
that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship (or 
serve) Elohim at this mountain.” Two events had to occur before the Israelites could worship Elohim at 
Mount Sinai: They had to receive the Torah and they needed to build a Sanctuary. YHVH required that the 
Israelites clean themselves up according to His teachings (Torah) and then to build a Tabernacle for Him to 
come and dwell with them. The condition for living in our midst is as specified in Deuteronomy 23: 14: “Since 
YHVH your Elohim walks in the midst of your camp to deliver you and to defeat your enemies before 
you, therefore your camp must be holy; and He must not see anything indecent among you lest He 
turn away from you.” If we do not clean up our lives, then we cannot expect YHVH to be amongst us, or to 
protect us. 
 
YHVH continues to command Moses telling him in Exodus 25: 40 that the tabernacle, including its furniture 
must be made ‘after the pattern for them’ that He has shown Moses on Mount Sinai. We see this mentioned 
again in Acts 7: 44, stating: “Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He 
who spoke to Moses directed him to make it according to the pattern which he had seen.” We notice 
that YHVH puts the emphasis on observing details. Considering the blueprint or pattern of the Tabernacle, we 
understand how mankind has corrupted, not only the place of worship, but also the way they ‘worship’ Elohim. 
YHVH wants us to follow Him according to the way that He specifies in His Torah and not according to the way 
that the heathen worship their gods, as may be read in Leviticus 18: 3 & 4, as follows: ‘You shall not do what 
is done in the land of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to do what is done in the land of Canaan 
where I am bringing you; you shall not walk in their statutes. (4) You are to perform My judgments and 
keep My statutes, to live in accord with them; I am YHVH your Elohim.’ Even though we all know that 
Torah keeping does not earn us salvation, we show our Father that we love Him, by following His teachings 
faithfully as set-out by Him. Just as much as it is not OK to call YHVH by any old title, so is it not OK to serve 
Him in any old way. We read a second witness to this in Jeremiah 10: 1 – 5, as follows: ‘Hear the word which 
YHVH speaks to you, O house of Israel. (2) Thus says YHVH, “Do not learn the way of the nations, and 
do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens although the nations are terrified by them; (3) for the 
customs of the peoples are delusion; because it is wood cut from the forest, the work of the hands of a 
craftsman with a cutting tool. (4) They decorate it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and 
with hammers so that it will not totter. (5) Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, and they 
cannot speak; they must be carried, because they cannot walk! Do not fear them, for they can do no 
harm, nor can they do any good.”  
 
It does not matter how sincere you are when you are putting up your Xmas tree to celebrate the so-called 
birthday of a false messiah who came to do away with his father’s laws, you are sincerely wrong. There is only 
one way to reap the blessings of YHVH and that is to live as He set out in Deuteronomy 28: 1 – 14.  In verse 1 
of Deuteronomy 28, we read: “Now it shall be, if you will diligently obey YHVH your Elohim, being careful 
to do all His commandments which I command you today, YHVH your Elohim will set you high above 
all the nations of the earth.” There are 13 verses specifying the blessings that we shall reap, by obeying all 
the commandments that YHVH gave us through Moses. However, notice from verse 15 of Deuteronomy 28 
onward, that there are 68 verses in which the curses are given that will befall us if we do not obey His 
commandments. In verse 58 & 59 of Deuteronomy 28, we read: ‘If you are not careful to observe all the 
words of this law which are written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome name, YHVH your 
Elohim, (59) then YHVH will bring extraordinary plagues on you and your descendants, even severe 
and lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses.’ YHVH has given us the pattern or way that 
He wants us to serve Him in His word. We read accordingly in Deuteronomy 4: 1 & 2: “And now, O Israel, 
listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, in order that you may live 
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and go in and take possession of the land which YHVH, the Elohim of your fathers, is giving you. (2) 
You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep 
the commandments of YHVH your Elohim which I command you.” 
 
We need to be careful to follow the commandments that YHVH gave us through Moses exactly as He specified 
and not follow false traditions like Xmas, or any other tradition devised by men, to ‘worship’ Him. We read 
Yahshua’s answer to the Pharisees regarding their tradition to ritually wash their hands before eating bread, in 
Mark 7: 6 – 8, as follows: “And He said to them, ‘Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written, THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. (7) 
BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.’ (8) 
“Neglecting the commandment of Elohim, you hold to the tradition of men.” Yes, it is necessary for 
health reasons to wash our hands before meals. But, when we come to understand the significance of true 
worship, it becomes supremely relevant to our lives and to our ultimate destiny: For example, true worship of 
Elohim honors His command concerning His Sabbaths: Sunday worship does not have Elohim’s authority, 
neither has a Sabbath or annual Feast Day which starts at a different time to which He ordained through 
Moses. These have the authority of man and not that of Elohim. The question that must be answered, is 
whether Elohim accepts such worship when His clear commands regarding the timing of His Sabbaths are 
ignored? Satan is the master counterfeiter; he changed every command that YHVH gave us, by teaching just 
the opposite through his agents in the world. These agents are not only the churches of the world, but also 
those amongst us who are contradicting everything we read in the word of Elohim. We read in Isaiah 24: 4 & 5: 
‘The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade 
away. (5) The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated statutes, 
and broke the everlasting covenant.’ Changing the Sabbath to Friday or Sunday is breaking the everlasting 
covenant. 
 
We know that when YHVH gave the Torah to Israel through Moses on Mount Sinai, He came to dwell amongst 
His people Israel. The dwelling place of YHVH our Elohim moved from its place in heaven to the Tabernacle. 
Then again in Ezekiel we see that the Glory of Elohim moves from its dwelling place in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. The Ark of the Covenant, which was the dwelling place of Elohim, was never recovered for the 
Second Temple. The Shekinah presence of YHVH never filled the second Temple in Jerusalem, as it did the 
first Temple. However, in the book of Acts, in chapter 2, we see an extraordinary thing occurring on the day of 
Pentecost. The believers in Yahshua were gathered in the second Temple, and in the same way as the fire 
and wind that appeared at Mount Sinai and in Ezekiel’s vision, The Presence of Elohim returned to the Temple 
to take up residence. But instead of entering the Holy of Holies as in the first Temple, He takes up residence in 
the bodies of the believers present on the day of Pentecost.  
 
The message was clear. The first century believers have become the Temple of Elohim. In 1 Corinthians 3: 16 
& 17 Rav Shaul explains it as follows: ‘Do you not know that you are a temple of Elohim, and that the 
Spirit of Elohim dwells in you? (17) If any man destroys the Temple of Elohim, Elohim will destroy him, 
for the temple of Elohim is Set-apart, and that is what you are.’ In 1 Corinthians 6: 19 & 20, Rav Shaul 
therefore admonish us, as follows: ‘Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Set-apart Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from Elohim, and that you are not your own?  (20) For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify Elohim in your body.’  We read a marvelous prophesy about what is 
busy happening before our eyes today in Jeremiah 3: 14 – 15, as follows: ‘Return, O faithless sons,’ 
declares YHVH; ‘for I am a master to you, and I will take you one from a city and two from a family, and 
will bring you to Zion.’ (15) “Then I will give you shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you on 
knowledge and understanding.” YHVH is calling out a people today, who will obey Him fully. We are to be 
the first fruits of His creatures, as we read in James 1: 18 ‘In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by 
the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.’ It is clear that we 
are the Temple of Elohim today and it is for that reason necessary for us to ensure that we clean out the 
Temple on a regular basis. If you can recall, whilst the Shekinah of YHVH lived in the Holy of Holies inside the 
Tabernacle in the wilderness, the Priest went inside once a year on the day of Atonement, to make atonement 
for the sins of the people. The sins were ‘covered’ by the sacrifice that the Priest made on that day. We read 
therefore in Hebrews 9: 13 & 14 as follows: ‘For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the 
blood of Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered up Himself without blemish to Elohim, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living Elohim?’ 
 
Yahshua had to die for the Set-apart Spirit to come. We read fittingly in John 16: 7, Yahshua saying: “But I tell 
you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper (mentioned in 
John 14: 26 as being the Set-apart Spirit) shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”  
Without having the Spirit of Elohim indwelling us we cannot inherit the Kingdom of Elohim. We also cannot 
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clean up our minds unless we have the Spirit of YHVH to help us. It is also true that we cannot receive the Set-
Apart Spirit until we repent. It is therefore important for each one of us to clean up our minds and bodies, the 
Temple of Elohim, by repenting and returning to Torah. We need to stay close to YHVH and ask Him on a 
continuous basis to give us more of His Set-apart Spirit. His Spirit will eventually lead us into all truth: If we 
respond to what the Set-apart Spirit shows us to change, YHVH will lead us into more truth. However, we are 
only responsible for what we know, but as we are lead into more truth, we are required to correct our 
previously incorrect actions and return to full Torah observance. Repentance is a lifelong process: Because we 
are human, we are bound to sin daily. We therefore need to continue to repent of our sins during our daily 
prayers, if we want the Set-apart Spirit to continue to guide us. The Set-apart Spirit is likened to olive oil in the 
Scriptures and it is for this reason that YHVH instructed Moses (at the start of the next Torah portion) in 
Exodus 27: 20, saying: “And you shall charge the sons of Israel, that they bring you clear oil of beaten 
olives for the light, to make a lamp burn continually.”   
 
YHVH instructed the children of Israel in the desert to build a model of His home on earth. The Tabernacle that 
they constructed comprised of three areas, namely: the Courtyard; the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. The 
bronze laver stood in the Courtyard, where those entering the Tabernacle washed their hands and feet, 
slaughter the animals and offered on the Altar of Burnt Offering. This was the ‘physical’ area of the Tabernacle 
where the resources of the physical world were offered in man’s service of Elohim. The Holy Place housed the 
golden menorah; the golden table with showbread; and the altar of incense. The Holy of Holies was the abode 
of the Ark of the Covenant. The High Priest entered the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement, once a year. 
The children of Israel built the first prototype following the instructions given to Moses at Mount Sinai. When 
the final pillars, tapestries and partitions had been fixed in position, Elohim made His presence dwell in the 
Tabernacle, empowering the nation of Israel to replicate its three domains in the three chambers of our lives, 
namely: our Bodies, Souls and Spirits. YHVH is concerned with the details of building the Tabernacle, because 
He sees His people through the material that they donated. This is further explained in Ezekiel 43: 10 & 11, as 
follows: “As for you, son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed 
of their iniquities; and let them measure the plan. (11) And if they are ashamed of all they have done, 
make known to them the design of the house, its structure, its exits, its entrances, all its designs, all its 
statutes, and all its Laws. And write it in their sight, so that they may observe its whole design and all 
its statutes, and do them.” If we remind ourselves that Elohim is so concerned with the details of the Temple, 
then we will be thoroughly embarrassed by the detail in which we transgress His Torah. We should be very 
concerned with keeping Torah in detail. We are all able to recall some of the details of the times when we 
transgressed the Torah, in that we did not give attention to the detail required. Let’s aim to obey YHVH our 
Elohim in the smallest stroke and letter of the Law.  
 
The strangest thing about the Tabernacle is the fact that YHVH tells us that He hates idols. He similarly wants 
us to hate idols. He tells us in Exodus 20: 4: “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of 
what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.” However, He tells the 
Israelites to make two golden figurines with wings and put them on the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of 
Holies. What may I ask is the difference between His two commandments in this case?  The two Cherubim 
had to be made out of one piece with the mercy seat at its two ends. We read in verse 22 of Exodus 25: “And 
there I will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are 
upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment for the 
sons of Israel.” The difference between the second commandment and this instruction of YHVH is that He 
commanded the Cherubim to be made. He tells us that He will talk to us between the two cherubim which are 
upon the ark of the testimony. We also read Hezekiah’s prayer to YHVH in Isaiah 37: 16, as follows: “O YHVH 
of hosts, the Elohim of Israel, who art enthroned above the cherubim, Thou art the Elohim, Thou alone 
of all the kingdoms of the earth. Thou hast made heaven and earth.” We need to do whatever He requires 
of us, no matter what. The word Elohim is a plural noun, but it is not because there are more than one Elohim, 
but to indicate how truly majestic YHVH is. When Yahshua himself was asked which of the commandments is 
the foremost of all. He answered without hesitation in Mark 12: 29 – 31: “The foremost is, ‘Hear O Israel! 
YHVH our Elohim is One; (30) and you shall love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ (31) The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  In 
substantiation of this we read in Deuteronomy 4: 35: “To you it was shown that you might know that YHVH 
He is Elohim; there is no other besides Him.” Knowing this should motivate us to want to obey and do 
every detail of what YHVH the one and only Elohim requires from us.  
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Exodus 27 verse 20 to 30 verse 10 (Tetzaveh). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Tetzaveh, meaning ‘you shall order’. YHVH instructs Moses in Exodus 27: 
20, to receive pure olive oil from the children of Israel to raise an everlasting flame upon the menorah, which 
Aaron is to kindle every day from evening till morning. 
 
The next 43 verses of this Torah portion contain Elohim’s instructions to Moses regarding the making of 
priestly garments for Aaron and his sons, who will perform priestly duties in the sanctuary. Eight different types 
of garments are to be made: All the priests (Kohanim) should wear linen tunics, linen (pants) breaches, linen 
caps (or turbans), and linen sashes (or girdles).  In addition the high priest (or Kohen Gadol) should wear a 
blue cloak over his tunic, an ephod (apron), a breastplate and a crown. We read in verses 6 – 8 of Exodus 28, 
that: “They shall also make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted 
linen, the work of skillful workman. (7) It shall have two shoulder pieces joined to its two ends, that it 
may be joined. (8) And the skillfully woven band, which is on it, shall be like its workmanship, of the 
same material: of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen.” The ephod looked 
like an apron, worn backward, in order to cover the back of the wearer from the waist down to the ankles, and 
overlapped in the front. A belt (or sash) tied in the front with the two bands extending up the wearer’s back 
over his shoulders. At the end of the two bands Elohim tells Moses to place two onyx stones and engrave on 
them the names of the sons of Israel: six on the one stone and six on the second stone. Next Moses is 
instructed to make the breastplate of judgment. The breastplate shall be made from gold, blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. It shall be doubled into a square: a span shall be its length, and a span 
shall be its width, with four rows of setting stones in it: The first row shall be a Ruby, a Topaz and an Emerald; 
The second row shall be a Turquoise, a Sapphire and a Diamond; The third row shall be a Jacinth, an Agate 
and an Amethyst; and the fourth row shall be a Beryl, an Onyx and a Jasper and they shall be set in Gold. The 
twelve stones shall be engraved with the names of the tribes of Israel according to their tribal colors and 
ensigns. A Jewish source also claims that in addition to the names of the tribes, the stones also contained the 
words: “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, righteous tribes (transliterated in Hebrew as Shivtei Yeshurun)” – in order 
for the breastplate to contain all 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  
 
The breastplate of judgment, the Urim and the Thummim shall be over Aaron’s heart when he goes before 
YHVH. According to a Jewish source, the Urim and Thummin have an inscription of the Name of Elohim, 
inserted in the folds of the breastplate. It caused the letters inscribed on its stones to light up in response to 
questions asked by the leader of the community. One such example is recorded in 1 Samuel 23: 9 – 11, as 
follows: ‘Now David knew that Shaul was plotting evil against him; so he said to Abiathar the priest, 
“Bring the ephod here.” (10) Then David said, “O YHVH Elohim of Israel, Thy servant has heard for 
certain that Shaul is seeking to come to Keilah to destroy the city on my account. (11) Will the men of 
Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Shaul come down just as Thy servant has heard? O YHVH 
Elohim of Israel, I pray, tell Thy servant.” And YHVH said, “He will come down.”’ When Joshua was to 
take over from Moses, YHVH gave specific instructions how Joshua was to communicate with Him in Numbers 
27: 21, saying: “Moreover, he (Joshua) shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by 
the judgment of the Urim before YHVH. At his command they shall go out and at his command they 
shall come in, both he and the sons of Israel with him, even all the congregation.” This was definitely not 
a democratic vote, but by inquiring from YHVH via the Urim – this was Theocracy in action. 
 
We see further that the robe of the ephod shall be made of blue and there shall be an opening at the top in the 
middle of it; around its opening shall be a binding of woven work, to strengthen it, so that it does not tear. On 
the hem of the cloak shall be pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet material, all around the hem, and 
bells of gold between the pomegranates all around. Aaron shall wear the cloak when he comes to minister, so 
that the sound of the bells be heard when he goes in to the Holy place before Elohim. We read in Exodus 28: 
36 – 38: “You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the engravings of a seal, 
’Set-apart to YHVH

18
.’ (37) And you shall fasten it in a blue cord, and it shall be on the turban; it shall 

be at the front of the turban. (38) And it shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall take away the 
iniquity of the Set-apart things which the sons of Israel consecrate, with regard to all their Set-apart 
gifts; and shall always be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before YHVH.” The ephod, 
breastplate, cloak and crown are to be worn exclusively by the High Priest. The other four garments are to be 
worn by all priests: These are the tunics made of pure linen, covering the entire body from the neck to the feet 
with sleeves reaching to the wrists; the sashes; the caps; and the breeches covering their nakedness, from the 
waist to the knees. The priests put the breeches on, over which they wore the tunics, and put the caps on their 
heads and sashes around their waists, with bare feet under the floor-length tunics. The high priest puts on 
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these same garments, then, over the tunic and sash he drapes the cloak of blue. Over the cloak he ties the 
ephod and breastplate. The crown is placed on his forehead and fastened over the turban. 
 
An article published by Biblesearchers.com

19
 explains that the sanctity of the office of the priests was elevated 

by the garments that they wore. The garments worn by Aaron and the priests were for the atonement of the 
sins of the children of Israel, as follows:   

 The turban or caps of linen atoned for haughtiness or pride – this makes one wonder why many 
believers (ladies and men) in our Nazarene Israelite community, refuse to wear head coverings 
during worship services, despite the fact that we are told in the Renewed Covenant in 1 Peter 2: 9 
and Revelation 1: 6 that we are already a kingdom of priests; 

 The girdle or sash atoned for a sinful heart, improper thoughts and theft;  

 The fine linen tunic atoned for killing; 

 The breeches atoned for sexual sins. 

 The additional four garments worn by the High Priest were for the following additional acts of atonement:  

 The breastplate atoned for partial verdicts and errors in judgment; 

 The ephod atoned for idolatry; 

 The robe of the ephod and the golden bells atoned for evil speech; and  

 The crown or golden plate atoned for arrogance of attitude. 
 
The Torah states that these garments were made for both honor and beauty. The tailors of these garments 
were Spirit filled people inspired by Elohim, as we read in Exodus 28: 3: “And you shall speak to all the 
skillful persons whom I have endowed with the spirit of wisdom, that they make Aaron’s garments to 
consecrate him, that he may minister as priest to Me.” In Exodus 29 Moses is instructed to initiate Aaron 
and his sons into the priesthood. Prior to officially erecting the Tabernacle, Aaron and his sons had to undergo 
a seven-day training period. Moses himself had to assume the role of a priest, to offer a succession of 
sacrifices which Aaron and his sons were to bring on each of the seven days during which Moses trained 
them. This was additional to the daily offerings which were offered every morning and evening upon the altar. 
 
The final few verses of this Torah portion describe the altar of burnt offering, not included in the description of 
the other furniture used in the Tabernacle mentioned in the previous Torah portion, as follows (Exodus 30: 1 -
10): “MOREOVER, you shall make an altar as a place for burning incense; you shall make it of acacia 
wood. (2) Its length shall be a cubit, and its width a cubit, it shall be square, and its height shall be two 
cubits; its horns shall be of one piece with it. (3) And you shall overlay it with pure gold, its top and its 
sides all around and its horns; and you shall make a gold molding all around for it. (4) And you shall 
make two gold rings for it under its molding; you shall make them on its two side walls – on opposite 
sides – and they shall be holders for poles with which to carry it.  (As with the other Temple furniture, the 
altar of burnt offering should have rings and carrying poles to transport it.) (5) And you shall make the poles 
of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. (6) And you shall put this altar in front of the veil that is 
near the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is over the ark of the testimony, where I 
will meet with you. (7) And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it; he shall burn it every morning when 
he trims the lamps. (8) And when Aaron trims the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense. There shall 
be perpetual incense before YHVH throughout your generations. (9) You shall not offer any strange 
incense on this altar, or burnt offering or meal offering; and you shall not pour out libation on it. (10) 
And Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year; he shall make atonement on it with blood of 
the sin offering of atonement once a year throughout your generations. It is most holy to YHVH.” One 
day each year, the golden altar served another function: On the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur, the High 
Priest sprinkled the blood of the day’s special offerings on its ‘horns’, to make ‘atonement once a year 
throughout your generations.’ 
 
Moses and Aaron were appointed by YHVH to mold the nation of Israel into a people who would serve Elohim 
as His model nation, in order to show the other nations of the world how to live in obedience to YHVH. At the 
beginning of this Torah portion the people are called upon to raise an ever- burning lamp. The lamp was to 
shed its light from evening to morning, within the world, in which darkness and light alternate. Yahshua also 
told us to be examples in a world filled with both good and evil in Matthew 5: 14 & 15, as follows: “You are the 
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. (15) Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under 
the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house.” We conclude 
this Torah portion with Yahshua advising us in verse 16 of Matthew 5, in this way: “Let your light shine 
before men in such a way that they see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
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Exodus 30 verse 11 to 34 verse 35 (Ki Tisa). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Ki Tisa, meaning ‘when you elevate’. Starting in verses 11 to 16 of Exodus 
30, we read: ‘YHVH also spoke to Moses saying, (12) “When you take a census (elevate in Hebrew) of the 
sons of Israel to number them, then each one of them shall give a ransom for himself to YHVH, when 
you number them, that there may be no plague among them when you number them. (13) This is what 
everyone who is numbered shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the 
shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as a contribution to YHVH. (14) Everyone who is numbered, 
from twenty years old and over, shall give the contribution to YHVH (at the age of twenty a young man 
was considered old enough to fight for the nation of Israel). (15) The rich shall not pay more, and the poor 
shall not pay less than the half shekel, when you give the contribution to YHVH to make atonement for 
yourselves. (16) And you shall take the atonement money from the sons of Israel, and shall give it for 
the service of the tent of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the sons of Israel before YHVH, to 
make atonement for yourselves.”’ We see here that Moses was commanded to take a census of the people 
of Israel, requiring them to give an offering of half a shekel. The question on every ones’ lips is:  Why a half a 
shekel? Why not a full shekel or even more? A Rabbinical explanation for this is, that we being human, do not 
see or understand the whole picture, such as for example the significance of the priestly garments or the 
temple furniture, when we read the specific section in the Scriptures. It is often necessary for someone to 
explain the significance of certain things to us before we understand more fully. 
 
A case in point is explained by Rav Shaul in Romans 10: 13 – 14, in this way: ‘for “WHOEVER WILL CALL 
UPON THE NAME OF YHVH (THE LORD

20
) WILL BE SAVED.” (14) How then shall they call upon Him in 

whom they have not believed? (How will those who do not know or believe in the Name of YHVH call upon 
His name – not realizing that His Name is not G-d? Will He overlook their ignorance?) And how shall they 
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?’ Yes, we all 
need teachers to teach us the basics and to train us in righteousness.  This is why YHVH is at this time calling 
out first fruits to learn to become teachers (kings and priests) under Yahshua during the millennium. At this 
time Yahshua is choosing His disciples (or students), in the same way that He chose His first century disciples. 
He wants us to get to know Him as our Master (or Rabbi): We understand that He is our Savior, but by 
studying what He taught His first century disciples, He will also become our Master. If we truly want to learn 
from our Master Yahshua, we need to commit our lives as disciples under Him; study what He taught and then 
follow His example. We read Yahshua’s warning in this regard in Luke 6: 46, as follows: “And why do you 
call Me, ‘Master, Master,’ and do not do what I say?” We read that Yahshua taught in local synagogues in 
Luke 4: 16, in this way: “And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His 
custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up and read.” It is evident from the first 
four books of the Renewed Covenant, known as the Gospel (or Good News) that Yahshua taught in the 
Temple courts during Sabbath and the annual Feast Days. Yahshua’s ministry started after His immersion, 
when He was about thirty years of age. He was a Jew, born into the faith. Most of us were not born into the 
faith and it takes many years of studying and living the way of Elohim, before we are able to teach fellow 
believers.  
 
When we are new to the faith, we should not teach new believers, as we are like the blind leading the blind, as 
Yahshua taught His disciples in Luke 6: 39 – 49: ‘And He also spoke a parable to them: “A blind man 
cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit? (40) A pupil is not above his 
teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.”’ The Rabbi-disciple 
method of teaching Torah and the way of Elohim from one generation to the next, as used by Yahshua, was 
instituted by Moses, when he taught Joshua. The teachers of each generation were delegated to raise-up 
disciples and future teachers for the next generation.  This is also in agreement with the commission that 
Yahshua gave His disciples, and by extension us (His modern day disciples) in Matthew 28: 18 - 20, saying: 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (19) Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, immersing them in the name (singular) of the Father and the Son and the Set-apart Spirit, 
(20) teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.” Do we need a special ordination to teach the people of Elohim? It is our believe that we have 
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 In the page after the preface of the New American Standard Bible, entitled: ‘Principles of Translation’, the Editorial Board (THE 
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been given that ordination by Yahshua himself in the Scriptures already quoted. We read further in Ephesians 
4: 11: ‘And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, (12) for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building of the 
body of Messiah.’   
 
However, teachers and elders should more than anyone else, follow the example of Yahshua, as we read 
fittingly in 1 Timothy 3: 1 – 7: “It is a trustworthy statement if any man aspires to the office of overseer 
(men responsible to lead the congregation, such as Elders or Teachers), it is a fine work he desires to do. 
(2) An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, (3) not addicted to wine or pugnacious (quarrelsome), but gentle, 
un-contentious, free from the love of money. (4) He must be one who manages his own household 
well, keeping his children under control with all dignity  (5) (but if a man does not know how to manage 
his own house hold, how will he take care of the ecclesia of Elohim?) (6) and not a new convert, lest he 
become conceited and fall into condemnation incurred by the devil. (7) And he must have a good 
reputation with those outside the ecclesia, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil.” Does being a teacher make a person any better than a fellow believer? The answer is a resounding 
No! It only means that you have been in the faith longer than your fellow believers. In addition the age old 
saying: ‘that you are never too old to learn’, remains ever true. Even teachers need teachers and we get two to 
three Torah teachings on a weekly basis from other teachers. However, it is as Rav Shaul puts it in Hebrews 5: 
12, saying: “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to 
teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of Elohim, and you have come to need milk and not 
solid food.” This is talking about people who are forever arguing about the basic principles of the Oracles of 
Elohim, such as when to start keeping the Feast Days of Elohim. However, it also implies that if you have been 
obeying Torah for a number of years, you should be able to teach new believers to observe all that Yahshua 
commanded us to do. 
 
We have the assurance that if we follow Yahshua and His discipleship program, we will know and trust our 
teachers, as they will have been trained by others in the faith before them. As a result, we will not easily be 
lead astray by people who did not go through the same training themselves. Self-study is essential, but it is 
certain that even if you read the Scriptures through many times, without guidance you will not understand 
much, on your own. This is described in Isaiah 28:  9 – 13: “To whom would He teach knowledge? And to 
whom would He interpret the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the 
breast? (10) “For He says, ‘Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, a little here, a little 
there.’ (11) Indeed, He will speak to this people through stammering lips and a foreign tongue, (12) He 
who said to them, “Here is rest, give rest to the weary,” and, “Here is repose,” but they would not 
listen. (13) So the word of YHVH to them will be, “Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on 
line, a little here, a little there,” that they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken 
captive.” Without teachers we will go back into captivity where we came from. After our immersion into 
Yahshua’s saving Name, we need to grow in grace and knowledge (as we read in 2 Peter 3: 18), else we will 
be backsliding. As prophesied in Jeremiah 16: 19, we need to repent from being deceived, into believing the 
falsehoods that we were taught in the past, in this way: ‘O YHVH, my strength and my stronghold, and my 
refuge in the day of distress, to Thee the nations will come from the ends of the earth and say, “our 
fathers have inherited nothing but falsehood, futility and things of no profit.”’ Yes, knowing the truth is 
profitable for us: It is for our own good and will set us free. The point is that YHVH has an educational system 
and He calls people who obey Him. YHVH does not reveal His teachings to those who refuse to cooperate with 
Him. In addition He does not exalt a novice who may use His education unwisely. However, there are those 
who set themselves up outside of the education system of Elohim, being deceived themselves and deceiving 
new comers in our faith, to be enslaved into falsehood once again. But, because we are human and since 
there is not currently any one group who has all the truth, even the ‘teachers’ amongst us are able to learn 
from others, as we have learnt in Torah portion Yitro.  
 
Speaking to all of us, but specifically to teachers of Torah, Rav Shaul admonished us in 2 Timothy 4: 1 – 5, 
saying: “I solemnly charge you in the presence of Elohim and of Messiah Yahshua, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: (2) preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season (during the Feast Days of YHVH and other times); reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. (3) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their 
own desires; (4) and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. (5) But you, 
be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 
 
The next important point to consider is in verses 19 to 21 of Exodus 30, as follows: “And Aaron and his sons 
shall wash their hands and their feet from it (the laver of bronze); (20) when they enter the tent of 
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meeting, they shall wash with water, that they may not die; or when they approach the altar to minister, 
by offering up in smoke a fire sacrifice to YHVH. (21) So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that 
they may not die; and it shall be a perpetual statute for them, for Aaron and his descendants 
throughout their generations.” YHVH requires that those who serve Him be Set-apart. The priests had to 
wash their hands and feet before they enter the tent of meeting, because they used their hands in service to 
Him and since they served Him in their bare feet, they also had to wash their feet. By washing their hands and 
feet the priests showed obedience to YHVH, but also showed that their walk before YHVH was pure. YHVH 
instituted health laws for all His servants to serve and obey Him. 
 
It is not usually necessary for Nazarene Jews/Israelites who were born into the faith to be reminded of these 
health laws, as it should be part of our way of life. However, since YHVH is busy calling people from other 
faiths to come into the truth and His way of life, it is necessary to explain these laws contained in Torah. The 
reason being that Gentiles do not as a norm believe or study the Torah and Christianity on the other hand, 
insists that Yahshua (the one they call J*e*s*u*s*) came to abolish His Father’s Law. We also read in 2 
Corinthians 6: 14 – 18: ‘Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light and darkness? (15) Or what harmony has 
Messiah with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? (16)  Or what agreement 
has the temple of Elohim with idols? For we are the temple of the living Elohim; just as Elohim said, “I 
WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND THEY SHALL 
BE MY PEOPLE. (17) Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says YHVH. 
“AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; and I will welcome you. (18) “And I will be a father to you, 
and you shall be sons and daughters to me.” Says YHVH Almighty.’ Yes, we should not touch what is 
unclean; a leper, discharges from a human body, idols, unclean meats, dead bodies. If we do so by chance, 
we will be unclean until the evening and should wash our clothes and bodies with soap and water. 
 
We know that many Christian believers obey most of the Scriptural rules without ever reading the Tanach, 
since they have been taught these rules by their parents. The question that I ask myself many times is why? 
Some of these rules are common sense, but I am certain that they have learnt some of these laws from their 
parents by word of mouth, because they learnt it from their forefathers, who were in the very distant past, part 
of the twelve tribes of Israel. This was the way Torah upon the lips used to be passed on from one generation 
to the next, in Scriptural times. There might also be many of these rules, which we transgressed, because 
those amongst us, who come from other religious backgrounds, were taught incorrectly, by deceived parents. 
We also read in Psalms 24: 3 & 4, as follows: ‘Who may ascend into the hill of YHVH? And who may stand 
in His holy place? (4) He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul in 
falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfully.’ My fellow believers in Yahshua, it is time for us to repent and 
return to full Torah observance – if we truly want Elohim to come and tabernacle with us again.  
 
In Exodus 31: 12 – 18, YHVH again emphasize the importance of the Sabbath, saying in verse 13: “You shall 
surely observe My Sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that 
you may know that I am YHVH who sanctifies you.” Notice that this is talking about the Sabbaths of YHVH. 
Yes, this is talking about the weekly Sabbath, but also include the annual Sabbaths or Set-apart Days of 
YHVH, as well as the land Sabbath, which comes along every seven years.  In verse 17 YHVH says: “It is a 
sign between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days YHVH made heaven and earth, but on 
the seventh day He ceased from labor, and was refreshed.”  We also read in verse 18 of Exodus 31, ‘And 
when He had finished speaking with him upon Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two tablets of the 
testimony, tablets of stone, written by the finger of Elohim.’ 
 
We see in Exodus 32, that when Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the people assembled 
around Aaron and said to Him, “Come make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man, 
who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”  Aaron told them 
to tear the gold rings off from the ears of their wives, their sons and daughters and to bring it to him. Aaron 
took all the gold jewelry and fashioned it into a molten calf, saying to them in verse 4 & 5 of Exodus 32: “This 
is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” (5) ‘Now when Aaron saw this, he 
built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to 
YHVH.”’ This had dire consequences for the nation of Israel. We know that YHVH Set the Sabbath Day apart 
on the seventh day of the week. Just as much as we do not have the right to change the Sabbath to a Friday 
or a Sunday, we do not have the right to declare Set-apart Days to worship YHVH on. He has given Moses (or 
those who sit in the chair of Moses) the authority to determine the timing of the annual Set-apart Days, 
provided that they are within the correct season, as is confirmed in this Torah portion in Exodus 34: 22.  
 
As a result of the golden calf incident YHVH told Moses that He was angry with the people of Israel and ask 
that He be left alone, so that His anger may burn against Israel and that He may destroy them. However, 
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Moses begged YHVH saying (in verses 11 – 13 of Exodus 32): “O YHVH, why doth Thine anger burn 
against Thy people whom Thou hast brought out from the land of Egypt with great power and a mighty 
hand? (12) Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘With evil intent He brought them out to kill them 
in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth?’ Turn from Thy burning anger and 
change Thy mind about doing harm to Thy people. (13) Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy 
servants to whom Thou didst swear by Thyself, and didst say to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, 
and they shall inherit it forever.” We read further that YHVH changed his mind and Moses turned and went 
down from the mountain, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand. When Joshua heard the sound of 
the Israelites shouting, he told Moses that he heard a sound of war in the camp: not the sound of victory, or the 
sound of defeat, but the sound of singing. As soon as Moses got near to the camp, he saw the calf and the 
dancing and he became very angry and threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them. He also took the 
golden calf and made it into powder, throwing it over the surface of the water, and made the sons of Israel to 
drink the water. 
 
Moses asked Aaron why this happened, upon which Aaron relate to him how he took the gold from the people 
of Israel, threw it into the fire and the golden calf came out. What an excuse? Moses saw that the people were 
out of control, so he asked: (in verse 26 of Exodus 32): “Whoever is for YHVH, come to me! And all the 
sons of Levi gathered together to him.”  Next Moses instructs the sons of Levi in verse 27, saying: “Thus 
says YHVH, the Elohim of Israel, ‘Every man of you put his sword upon his thigh, and go back and 
forth from gate to gate in the camp, and kill every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every 
man his neighbor.’” We see that the sons of Levi, did exactly as Moses instructed, them and about three 
thousand men of the people fell that day. This should serve as a warning to us, that we do not have the right to 
proclaim feast days to YHVH our Elohim. As a result of the golden calf incident, YHVH through Moses 
temporarily appointed Levi as His firstborn, because they executed judgment on the people of Israel and killed 
about three thousand men amongst those who worshipped the idol calf. We read accordingly in Numbers 3: 
12: “Now, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the sons of Israel instead of every firstborn, the 
issue of the womb among the sons of Israel. So the Levites shall be Mine.”  
 
In Exodus 33: 1 - 3, YHVH again speaks to Moses saying: “Depart, go from here, you and the people 
whom you have brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give it. (2) And I will send an angel before you and I will 
drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. (3) Go up to a 
land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, because you are an obstinate 
people, lets I destroy you on the way.’” Upon hearing this, the people went into mourning and none of them 
put on his ornaments, for the rest of their journey. We read in verse 8 of Exodus 33, that whenever Moses 
went out to the tent of meeting outside the camp that the people would arise and gaze after him, until he 
entered the tent. And whenever Moses entered the tent a pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the 
entrance of the tent and YHVH would speak with Moses. At such times the people would arise and worship 
each at the entrance of the tent. This is where YHVH spoke to Moses, just as a man speaks to his friend. It 
was also at this time that Moses asked YHVH to show him His glory. However, YHVH told him that no man is 
able to see His face and live. This is in line with what we read about YHVH in 1

st
 Timothy 6: 16, as follows: 

‘Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can 
see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amein.’ However, we read in the first part of Numbers 12: 8: 
‘With him (Moses) I speak mouth to mouth, even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the 
form (or image) of YHVH.’ Yahshua is according to the first part of Colossians 1: 15, ‘the image of the invisible 
Elohim’ - it is therefore clear that Moses spoke to Yahshua the visible image of the invisible Elohim. 
 
In Exodus 34 YHVH enters a second time into a covenant agreement with Israel, as He did before. However, 
He tells Moses to write down the words of the covenant that He made with him (Moses) and Israel. We see 
that He mentions the Sabbaths again and say again in verse 25: “You shall not offer the blood of My 
sacrifice with leavened bread, nor is the sacrifice of the Passover to be left until morning.” YHVH is 
telling Moses clearly that the Passover should be kept with unleavened bread and not with any old bread as 
some in Christianity do. In addition He tells Moses that the left over unleavened bread, used at the Passover 
Seder, should be burned up, after the service. In verse 26 YHVH talks about the first fruit offering to Him, but 
again mentions that, ‘You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.’ As explained previously, this is one of the 
commandments which some Nazarene Israelite believers choose to argue away. However, with the backing of 
modern science, we understand that eating meat and milk products together, will lead to cholesterol problems 
in later life. It is therefore considered prudent that we also obey this portion of Torah.   
 
This time Moses was with YHVH forty days and forty nights, during which time he did not eat or drink anything. 
Let’s face it Moses was a much more devoted man than most of us today. We also see that this time Moses 
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wrote the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments, on the two tablets of stone himself. In conclusion 
we read in Exodus 34: 29 – 35, that when Moses came down from the mountain, his face shone, because of 
speaking with Elohim. When Aaron and the people saw Moses they were afraid to come close to him. He 
called the elders together and after he spoke to them he put a veil over his face, to speak to the children of 
Israel. We read also that whenever Moses went to speak to YHVH he took the veil off from his face, but when 
he in turn spoke to the children of Israel he put the veil over his face. 
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Exodus 35 verse 1 to 38 verse 20 (Vayakhel). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called Vayakhel, meaning ‘assembled’. As the name of this Torah portion 
indicates, the Israelites gathered around Moses to begin to learn the teachings of Elohim, which he received at 
Mount Sinai. The first lesson that Moses teaches the Israelites is about the Sabbath, which is among the most 
significant of the commandments, a cornerstone of our Nazarene Jewish faith

21
. 

 
Some contrast this overemphasis of the Sabbath, having been mentioned four times before in the Book of 
Exodus

22
, with the sin of the golden calf. Whereas the golden calf was idolatry at the highest level, the Sabbath 

as a testimony that YHVH created the world in six days, should serve as an antidote to such idolatry in the 
future. Moses considers the Sabbath important enough to start his teaching with it, because as we have seen 
in Exodus 31: 6, it is a perpetual sign between us and YHVH our Elohim. We read in Exodus 35: 2 & 3: “For 
six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a Set-apart day, a Sabbath of 
complete rest to YHVH; whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. (3) You shall not kindle a 
fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day.” We see here a prohibition against work, as well as 
against the use of fire. We as Nazarene Israelites have a tradition of lighting Sabbath candles before the 
Sabbath begins. But we should always be mindful that if for some reason we cannot light the candles at least 
20 minutes prior to sunset on Friday evening; we should desist from doing so, until the next Friday before 
Sabbath. We are reminded by Yahshua in Matthew 5: 23 & 24 to do certain things before the commencement 
of the Sabbath, in this way: “If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, (24) leave your offering there before the altar, 
and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.” Why 
does YHVH repeat the command about the Sabbath again and again? How do we as human beings learn?  
How did we start learning when we were in primary school? Remember how you had to repeat the 
multiplication tables over and over in order to remember them. This is even today the way we human beings 
learn. That is also why we attend the Feast Days of Elohim, year after year. Most of us are aware that both the 
weekly and annual Sabbaths are rehearsals of what is going to happen according to the plan of YHVH in the 
future. We rehearse the Sabbaths as a reminder of the coming kingdom of Elohim, which will be ushered in 
when Yahshua returns one day. Yahshua our Messiah has already fulfilled the first three of the seven Feast 
Days mentioned in Leviticus 23. We know that He will soon come to fulfill the remainder of the Festivals. As we 
willingly obey Elohim’s annual cycle of ‘mo’edim’, the Set-apart Spirit will open our hearts and minds to His 
plan of Salvation for all mankind. 

Let’s at this point review the concept of creation. In the beginning there was absolutely nothing and then 
Elohim created the heavens and the earth. From the very beginning YHVH planned to bring forth beings that 
could become His helpers. These helpers would have the potential to eventually become like Elohim. They 
would have His character reproduced in them by His Set-apart Spirit. YHVH commenced His plan by 
reproducing Himself by creating powerful spiritual beings, called angels. These angels were free moral agents, 
with the ability to choose to go the way of Elohim or the wrong way. For many years they followed the correct 
way, until one day, a third of them followed the archangel Lucifer in rebellion against YHVH, to take over His 
throne in the third heaven. They fought against the other two thirds of the angels, still loyal to YHVH, but were 
overcome and thrown down to earth, where they are now living as fallen angels or demons (as per Isaiah 14 
and Ezekiel 28). It took six days for Elohim to recreate the earth, after Lucifer (or Satan as he is known today), 
caused Elohim to destroy and cover everything that Satan had done with water. YHVH Elohim, being an 
infinite being, exits outside of time; therefore creation marked the beginning of time. Time prior to creation was 
infinity. The recreation of the earth commenced in the evening of the first day, as we read in the second part of 
Genesis 1: 5: “And there was evening and there was morning, one day.” The Sabbath reminds us of the 
creation, by (YHVH) an infinite Creator. For this reason the Sabbath represents infinity to us: The moment prior 
to creation was infinity, or the Sabbath, as much as the moment after the creation (on the sixth), is the 
Sabbath, man’s way to infinity.  Mankind therefore has the opportunity to partake of infinity, on the weekly 
Sabbath. This analogy may assist in understanding why we are commanded not to kindle a fire on the 
Sabbath. Fire reminds us of the severity of Elohim, as we read in 2 Peter 3: 7, like this: ‘But the present 
heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men.’ This is confirmed in Revelation 20: 14 & 15, ‘And death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire, (15) And if anyone’s name was not 
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 The initial believers in Yahshua the Messiah were identified as the Jewish sect of the Nazarenes, according to Acts 24: 5 and 14. 
Rav Shaul was identified as the ring-leader of the Nazarenes. However, since not all of us are Jews by birth, we are also known as 
Nazarene Israel, because most of us are bloodline Israelites and even if some of us are not, we all become the Israel of Elohim, 
when we come to believe in Yahshua, owing to the law of inheritance recorded in Galatians 3: 26-29; 4: 31; 6: 16 and Romans 9: 6 
& 7.  
22

 The Sabbath was mentioned before in Exodus 16: 23; 20: 7-10; 23: 12; 31: 13-17.  
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found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.’ The first day of the week starts the 
moment after the Sabbath: As much as Elohim created with fire, saying: “Let there be light”, so man begins 
the week with fire, to give light and make food during the evening part of the first day of the week, after the 
Sabbath.  

The next topic in this Torah portion is about the actual construction of the Tabernacle. As mentioned before, 
the need for a Tabernacle was clearly not for Elohim, but for the people to have a meeting place with Him. In 
the same way that the infinite Elohim does not need to rest, so He does not need a house on earth. The 
Scriptures confirm this in 1 Kings 8: 27, as follows: “But will Elohim indeed dwell on the earth? Behold 
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how much less this house which I have built!” 
After the sin and punishment resulting from the golden calf incident, the people of Israel, were now ready to 
start building the Tabernacle. Moses interceded for the people and YHVH restrained himself from destroying 
them completely. However, from this point forward YHVH required the people to rely on priestly mediators, to 
serve Him. By introducing the Levitical priesthood, YHVH informs the people of Israel that only by the shedding 
of blood, could they have atonement for their lives. The entire Levitical Priesthood served to prepare the 
people of Israel for the way of the ultimate sacrifice, which would take place in Yahshua our Messiah. Before 
we start looking down on the meaning of Elohim’s temporary solution of the Levitical priesthood, let us 
consider what the sacrificial system accomplished. We read in Psalm 32: 1 & 5: ‘How blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered!  (5) I acknowledged my sin to Thee, and my iniquity I 
did not hide; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to YHVH”; and Thou didst forgive the guilt of my 
sin.’ We see in verse 5 that acknowledging wrongdoing brings forgiveness. In Psalm 51 after David committed 
sin with Bathsheba, we see a man who knew the true goal of Torah, who sought after forgiveness from his 
Maker. Even though  David did not know the name of Yahshua, he knew that the Torah promised that a 
Prophet like Moses would come and that the people will obey Him, as per Genesis 49: 10 and Deuteronomy 
18: 15 – 10. The function of the Torah was to point to a day when his sins will be forgiven, never to be 
remembered by YHVH, as we read in Jeremiah 31: 34: “And they shall not teach again, each man his 
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know YHVH,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of 
them to the greatest of them,” declares YHVH, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will 
remember no more.” 
 
Returning to the everyday functions of the Tabernacle (and especially in the next Torah portion), we will see 
that YHVH will also meet with His people via His priestly ‘mediators’. This is why the Tabernacle is also known 
as the ‘Tent of the Appointment’. Whereas according to the Levitical Priesthood sacrifices had to be brought 
year after year, but now, since Yahshua died once for all, we do not need the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away our transgressions any longer. In addition our sins are not merely covered (atoned), they are removed 
completely, by Yahshua who is presently our High Priest. We read accordingly in Hebrews 9: 8 -12: ‘The Set-
apart Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed, while the 
outer tabernacle is still standing, (9) which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and 
sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience, (10) since they relate 
only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of 
reformation (meaning when the priesthood changed). (11) But when Messiah appeared as a high priest of 
the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this creation; (12) and not through the blood of goats and calves, but 
through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.’ 
 
Even though the Tabernacle was made after the pattern of the heavenly Tabernacle, it was built from materials 
that the Israelites plundered from the Egyptians, before they left. Just so are we, called out from paganism to 
become the Temple of Elohim. We were originally created in the image of Elohim and looked like Yahshua, the 
image of the invisible Elohim, when He was transfigured in Matthew 17: 2. We were covered in light, but 
because of sin we became naked and YHVH covered us in an earthly tent called skin.  At this point in time, we 
need the helmet of salvation to cover our sins. We read in Isaiah 59: 17: “And He put on righteousness like 
a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; and He put on garments of vengeance for 
clothing, and wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle.” We are now not any longer on par with the image of 
Elohim, Yahshua. But, since Yahshua died for the sins of the world, He is our helmet of salvation and covers 
our sins. He is our head or authority as we read in 1 Corinthians 11: 3: “Yahshua is the head of every man 
and the head of every woman is a man.” This sheds light on what it means to put on the full armor of 
Elohim. Putting on the full armor is the same as putting on the image of YHVH our Elohim, in which we were 
originally created. This is the same as being conformed to the image of Elohim. Because our sins caused us to 
be out of balance with the image of Elohim, we are open to attack by Satan and his demons. 
 
This helps us to better understand the passage of Scripture in 1 Corinthians 11: 10, as follows: “Therefore the 
woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.” What does this mean?  
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In the Garden of  Eden Satan approached Eve alone.  She was open to his deception and sinned as a result.  
Since then YHVH placed her husband in authority over her.  To show the Angels and demons (fallen angels) 
that she is under her husband’s authority and that they have to go through her husband to get to her, she 
wears a veil. In the case of the man Yahshua is in authority over us.  He is our Hope of Salvation.  We put 
Yahshua on to eventually when He returns; receive back the Esteem which Adam and Eve had before their 
fall.   Nonetheless, He has already made us to be a Set-Apart nation, a chosen race, a royal Priesthood and 
people for Elohim’s own possession, that we may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of 
darkness (death) into His marvelous light (Eternal life). (Paraphrased from 1 Peter 2: 9). Ultimately when 
YHVH has perfected our spirits in Heaven (Hebrews 12: 23) and Yahshua returns to resurrect our bodies and 
souls we shall be like Him, as is recorded in 1 John 3: 1 & 2: “See how great a love the Father has 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of Elohim; and such we are. For this reason the 
world does not know us, because it did not know Him. (2) Beloved, now we are children of Elohim, and 
it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, 
because we shall see Him just as He is.”  
 
Elohim’s loving-kindness is everlasting, as we read in Isaiah 54: 8: ‘“In an outburst of anger I hid My face 
from you for a moment; but with everlasting loving-kindness I will have compassion on you,” says 
YHVH your Redeemer.’ This is confirmed in Psalm 118: 1, as follows: ‘Give thanks to YHVH, for He is 
good; for His loving-kindness is everlasting.’ YHVH never changes; He is always the same as is recorded 
in Malachi 3: 6: ‘For I, YHVH, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.’ He 
practices ‘self-control by limiting his infinite power in not destroying us, by fire

23
.  In the first part of Malachi 2: 7 

YHVH said through the prophet, “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes, 
and have not kept them, return to Me, and I will return to You” Just as much as YHVH wanted the 
Israelites to repent and return to Him, so does He want those of us whom He has called at this time, to repent 
and return to Him. We are fittingly admonished in Isaiah 55: 6 & 7: ‘Seek YHVH while He may be found; call 
upon Him while He is near. (7) Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return to YHVH (talking about those whom YHVH called, as they must have been serving Him 
previously, if He wants them to return to Him), and He will have compassion on him; and to our Elohim, for 
He will abundantly pardon.’  
 
Continuing in Genesis 36: 1, we read: “Now Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skillful person in whom YHVH 
has put skill and understanding to know how to perform all the work in the construction of the 
sanctuary, shall perform in accordance with all that YHVH has commanded.” How did YHVH give 
wisdom and understanding to these artisans? YHVH gave them wisdom and understanding through these two 
men teaching them. In verse 2, we see that Moses summoned these two men and everyone who has a wise 
heart, to whom YHVH had given a heart of wisdom, to come near towards the work, in order to accomplish it. 
We see that the people continued to bring freewill offerings to Moses, until each of the skilled men had to tell 
Moses to stop the people from contributing more material, as there was more than enough. The rest of this 
chapter is a repetition of what we read in Exodus 26, but actualized here in chapter 36. As  mentioned before, 
we learn by repetition and by reading each verse of this Torah portion ourselves, we might learn some more of 
the things that YHVH want us to know. 
 
In conclusion, we see that both the Sabbath and the Tabernacle are about Elohim dwelling in this world. By 
virtue of the Set-apart Spirit indwelling our lives, helping us to obey the everlasting Sabbath covenant, we, 
finite human beings, set up an avenue to the infinite Elohim. Yahshua showed us the way by becoming the 
‘first born’ (resurrected) son of Elohim. We read accordingly in Romans 8: 11: ‘But if the Spirit of Him who 
raised Yahshua from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Yahshua Messiah from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.’  
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 We read in both Deuteronomy 4: 24 and Hebrews 12: 29 that YHVH our Elohim is a consuming fire. This is confirmed in first Timothy 
6: 16, in this way: ‘Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him 
be honor and eternal dominion! Amein.’  
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Exodus 38 verse 21 to 40 verse 38 (Pekudei). 
 
The book of Exodus comes to a close with the establishment of the Tabernacle in the desert. The name of the 
final Torah portion in Exodus is Pekudei, meaning ‘accounts’, and centers on the accounts of the building of 
the Tabernacle. We read in Exodus 38: 21 & 22: ‘This is the number of the things for the tabernacle, the 
tabernacle of testimony, as they were numbered according to the command of Moses, for the service 
of the Levites, by the hand of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest. (22) Now Bezalel, the son of Uri the 
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that YHVH had commanded Moses.’  
 
Bezalel was Moses’ right hand man as far as the construction of the Tabernacle was concerned. As it was 
pointed out in Exodus 31: 3 – 5, Bezalel was filled with the Set-apart Spirit of Elohim, in wisdom, in 
understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, to make artistic designs for work in gold, in 
silver and in bronze, and in cutting stone for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all kinds 
of craftsmanship. We know that the tabernacle was a unique structure, since it was a copy of the Tabernacle in 
Heaven and the man who did the construction had to have wisdom from Elohim. The name Bezalel means in 
the ‘shadow of Elohim’ and it seems most appropriate for the man who built the Tabernacle. He carried out 
Elohim’s instructions in the minutest details – as was expected from him by YHVH. This is exactly what YHVH 
requires of us when He calls us. As we grow in grace and knowledge, we need to become more particular in 
how we follow the way of YHVH.  
 
We also learnt from the quoted verses above, that Bezalel was the son of Uri, the son of Hur. We know that 
Hur was the man who was one of the select two, who held up the arms of Moses in the battle with the 
Amalekites.  The question is why is Hur so important? Hur came from the tribe of Judah, the tribe given the 
blessing of the scepter by Jacob, from which king David would later come. Many years after Bezalel built the 
Tabernacle, David’s son Solomon, when he was made king in place of David his father, asked YHVH to also 
give him understanding, as is recorded in 1 Kings 3: 7 – 9, in this way: “And now, O YHVH my Elohim, Thou 
hast made Thy servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to 
go out or come in. (8) And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy people which Thou hast chosen, a great 
people who cannot be numbered or counted for multitude. (9) So give Thy servant an understanding 
heart to judge Thy people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people 
of Thine?” We know that Solomon was also the king who built the first Temple as the house of YHVH in the 
land of Israel, just as Bezalel built the Tabernacle in the desert. Both King Solomon and Bezalel were endowed 
with the same gifts of wisdom, to allow them to complete their tasks.  
 
Many years later the Prophet Isaiah had a vision of the Messiah, who also came from Jesse the father of David 
in Isaiah 11: 1 & 2, as follows: “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots will bear fruit. (2) And the Spirit of YHVH will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of YHVH.” The 
prophet sees this descendant of David who will come to complete the work which was started by Bezalel and 
Solomon, to build a spiritual dwelling for Elohim on earth. Rav Kepha, in 1 Peter 2: 4 & 5 puts it as follows: 
‘And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of 
Elohim, (5) you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a set-apart priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Elohim through Yahshua Messiah.’  This is exactly what 
Yahshua told Kepha (Peter) in Matthew 16: 18; He (Yahshua) is the rock (foundation stone) upon which He is 
building His renewed congregation and the grave shall not overpower it, meaning that there will still be some of 
us alive when He returns one day. The building blocks are each and every one of the called out ones that were 
immersed in Yahshua’s name. Now we understand why Bezalel played such an important role in ancient Israel 
and the building of the Tabernacle.  
 
We continue in Exodus 40: 1 - 3, where we read: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses, saying, (2) “On the first day 
of the month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. (3) And you shall place the ark of 
the testimony there, and you shall screen the ark with the veil.”’ The Tabernacle was set-up on the 1st 
day of the month, i.e. a New Moon. After the furniture in the Tabernacle was set up, the Tabernacle was 
dedicated and consecrated; the cloud covered the Tabernacle and the glory of YHVH filled the Tabernacle. We 
read in verse 35 of Exodus 40: ‘And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud 
had settled on it, and the glory of Elohim filled the tabernacle.’ The cloud cover was also a sign for the 
Israelites to remain in the same place or move on, as we read in verses 36 – 38, as follows: ‘And throughout 
all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the sons of Israel would 
set out; (37) but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until the day when it was taken 
up. (38) For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of YHVH was on the tabernacle by day, and there 
was fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.’  
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The glory of Elohim entered the building when it was completed. This also occurred when king Solomon 
completed the Temple in Jerusalem, as we read in 2 Chronicles 7: 1 & 2, as follows: “Now when Solomon 
had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; 
and the glory of YHVH filled the house. (2) And the priests could not enter into the house of YHVH, 
because the glory of Elohim filled (YHVH)’s house.” A similar thing happened again after Yahshua’s 
resurrection and ascension to heaven, on the day of Pentecost, as we read in Acts 2: 1 – 8, in this way: ‘And 
when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place (namely the synagogue – where 
Jews normally meet on Pentecost). (2) And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, 
rushing wind, and it filled the whole house (house of YHVH) where they were sitting. (3) And there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  (4) 
And they were all filled with the Set-apart Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
was giving them utterance. (5) Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men, from every 
nation under heaven. (6) And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were 
bewildered, because they were each one hearing them speak in his own language. (7) And they were 
amazed and marveled, saying, “Why are not all these who are speaking Galileans? (8) And how is it 
that we each hear them in our own language to which we were born?”’ As we can see from verse 8 the 
miracle that occurred was that each person heard the other speaking to him in his own language – even 
though the person spoke in another language. The miracle was therefore in the hearing, not so much in 
speaking in tongues. 
 
We close with this: The Set-apart Spirit of Elohim is given to each one of us at immersion in the name of 
Yahshua Messiah and the laying on of hands. This is why Rav Shaul says in 1 Corinthians 6: 19 & 20: ‘Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Set-apart Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
Elohim, and that you are not your own? (20) For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify 
Elohim in your body.’ Amein! 
 
We end this book with the blessing: Chazak Chazak V’Nit Chazak! (Be strong, be strong, and may we be 
strengthened). 
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Leviticus 
Leviticus 1 verse 1 to 6 verse 7 (Vayikra). 

 
This week’s Torah portion is called Vayikra (Leviticus), meaning ‘and He called’. Beginning in Leviticus 1: 1 – 
3, we read: ‘Then YHVH called to Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting, saying, (2) “Speak 
to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When any man of you brings an offering to YHVH, you shall 
bring your offering of animals from the herd or the flock.  (3) If his offering is a burnt offering from the 
herd, he shall offer it, a male without defect; he shall offer it at the doorway of the tent of meeting, that 
he may be accepted before YHVH.’” In a Kosher Torah Scroll, the last letter of the word ‘Vayikra’, is written 

in a smaller font than the rest of the word, i.e. אויקר     

 
The Rabbinical Jews explain that this is to indicate the humility of Moses.  
 
Another anomaly in any Kosher Torah Scroll is, as I mentioned in a previous study, that the final letters in the 
words Shema and Echad are enlarged in the Shema in Deuteronomy 6: 4, as follows:  

דאח עשמ ישראל יהוה אלהינו יהוה   

(Hear o Israel YHVH your Elohim YHVH is One) The Ayin   א is enlarged to distinguish it from the letter Alef  ע

which sounds the same, but would change the meaning from:  

(Hear - Shema) שמע   to (perhaps) שמא 

        

The Daled ד is enlarged to distinguish it from the Resh ר , so as not to confuse these look-alike letters, 

changing the meaning from:  

(One) אחד  to (another) אחר 

 

The letters Ayin and Daled combined spells the  Hebrew word Ed  עד  meaning witness. In Isaiah 43: 10 

– 11 we read: “You are My witnesses (Edai עדי),” declares YHVH, “and My servant whom I have 

chosen, in order that you may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He. Before Me there was 
no Elohim formed, and there will be none after Me. (11) I, even I, am YHVH; and there is no savior 
besides Me.” This is telling us, that we belonging to the Nazarene Jewish faith are like all other Jews, 
witnesses to the Oneness of Elohim, by reciting the Shema. 
 
Back to the Torah portion, we notice that the first type of offering is a burnt (‘olah’) offering. The animal to be 
offered to YHVH as a burnt offering had to be faultless. The offering was brought to the Tent of Meeting to be 
accepted before YHVH. The question at this point is: Who is being accepted?  The sacrifice or the one making 
the sacrifice? Acceptance refers to the offerer not the offering and depends on the intention or the spirit in 
which the sacrifice is offered to Elohim. Once the animal is slaughtered and its blood sprinkled, its skin is 
removed and its body parts separated, the priest would wash the entrails and legs and then offer up in smoke 
all of it on the altar for a burnt offering, of a soothing aroma to YHVH. We read in 2 Corinthians 2: 14 – 17: ‘But 
thanks be to Elohim, who always leads us in His triumph in Messiah, and manifests through us the 
sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. (15) For we are a fragrance of Messiah to Elohim 
among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; (16) to the one an aroma from 
death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things? (17) For 
we are not like many, peddling the word of Elohim, but as from sincerity, but as from Elohim, we speak 
in Messiah in the sight of Elohim.” We should refrain from selling religion to people. According to the last 
part in Matthew 10: 8: ‘freely you received, freely give.’ It is for that reason that we may not charge people 
for the teachings that we send out. We read that in the kingdom of Elohim there will not be merchants in the 
house of Elohim any longer, as per Zechariah 14: 21. O, yes there are costs involved in printing materials and 
books and donations are at times welcomed to defray printing costs. After all, we are commissioned to 
proclaim the good news of the coming kingdom of Elohim into the entire world and then the end will come, 
according to Matthew 28: 19 & 20 and 24: 14. Support need not be financial; those who could assist in proof 
reading and helping to correct spelling and other mistakes are welcome.  
 
The next offering discussed in our Torah portion is the meal offering. This type of offering is made up of 
variable mixtures of grain, oil with frankincense, fried or baked without leaven or honey. We also read in 
Leviticus 2: 13: ‘Every grain offering of yours, moreover, you shall season with salt, so that the salt of 
the covenant of your Elohim shall not be lacking from your grain offering; with all your offerings you 
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shall offer salt.’ Salt was other than with the animal sacrifices, a bloodless offering. Salt is a vital substance 
for the survival of all living creatures, particularly humans. Water and salt regulate the water content of the 
body. Water regulates the water content of the interior of the cell by working its way into all the cells it reaches: 
It cleanses and extracts the toxic wastes of cell metabolisms; Salts forces some water to remain outside the 
cells and balances the amount of water that stays outside the cells. There are two bodies of water in the 
human body; one is held inside the cells of the body, and the other is held outside the cells. Good health is 
depended upon the delicate balance between the volume of these bodies of water, and the balance is 
achieved by salt.  When water is available to get into the cells, it is filtered from the outside salty body and 
injected into the cells that are being overworked. This is why in severe dehydration, we develop an edema and 
retain water. The design of the human body is such that the body of water outside the cells is expected to have 
the extra water available for emergency injection into vital cells. The brain commands an increase in salt and 
water retention by the kidneys. This is how we get an edema when we do not drink enough water. Salt has 
many more functions than just regulating the water content of the body. The following are some of the vital 
functions salt plays in the body:  

 Salt is vital in stabilizing irregular heartbeats and is essential for regulating blood pressure, in 
conjunction with water. 

 Salt is vital for balancing the sugar levels in the blood; 

 Salt is vital for clearance of the lungs of mucus plugs and phlegm, particularly in asthma; 

 Salt is vital for making the structures of the bones in our bodies firm; 

 Salt is vital for sleep regulation; 

 Salt is vital in the extraction of excess acidity from the cells of the body; 

 Salt is vital for the prevention of varicose veins. 
 
However it is important to note that when we use salt, we should make sure that it is pure salt. The problem 
with salt that we buy over the counter is that Aluminum is added to it to make it flow easily. Aluminum is a very 
toxic element and is implicated as one of the primary causes of Alzheimer’s disease.  It is therefore better to 
buy coarse salt and a salt grinder, with which to grind the salt for use in our foods

24
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In addition to its physical values, salt is very important for us spiritually. We read accordingly in Numbers 18: 
19: “All the offerings of the set-apart gifts, which the sons of Israel offer to YHVH, I have given to you 
and your sons and your daughters with you, as a perpetual allotment. It is an everlasting covenant of 
salt before YHVH to you and your descendants with you.” This shows the faithfulness of YHVH to His 
promises to us.  Nevertheless Yahshua warns us that if the covenant is broken, it is because of our actions, 
not that of YHVH, as in Matthew 5: 13, as follows: “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become 
tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot of men.”   

 
Our faith in YHVH and Yahshua our Messiah should be based on the word of YHVH, acknowledged for being 
constant and unwavering. We need to remain in the truth if we want to retain our saltiness.  We need to follow 
the one who came to show us the way. By following Yahshua’s way of life, He lives His life in us, as an 
example to the world. Let us therefore not be found wanting; let us examine ourselves, spending extra time 
studying, praying and even fasting, as the annual Passover is approaching. Let us at this time not only de-
leaven our homes, but also our lives – by replacing our bad habits, with good habits (or deeds). We read 
further in Mark 9: 49 & 50, Yahshua saying: “For everyone will be salted with fire. (50) Salt is good; but if 
the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace with one another.” Through Yahshua, we are a sacrifice of salt, burnt by fire unto the peace which He 
made through the blood of His cross sealing the covenant for eternity.  
 
Continuing in Leviticus 3, we read in verses 16 & 17: ‘And the priest shall offer them up in smoke on the 
altar as food, an offering by fire for a soothing aroma; all fat is (YHVH)’s. (17) It is a perpetual statute 
throughout your generations in all your dwellings: you shall not eat any fat or any blood.’  Does YHVH 
need food?  We read in Psalm 50: 12 – 15: ”If I were hungry, I would not tell you; for the world is Mine, 
and all it contains. (13) Shall I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of male goats? (14) Offer to 
Elohim a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High; (15) and call upon Me in the 
time of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.”  When Torah refers to food for YHVH, it is 
obviously a metaphor. With our every act of obedience we fulfill the purpose of creation, as we read in 
Jeremiah 7: 22 & 23: “For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. (23) But this is what I 
commanded them saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your Elohim, and you will be My people; and 
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you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with you.” YHVH wants us to know 
and obey Him rather than bring Him Sacrifices and burnt offerings. In Galatians 3: 19 we read: “Why then the 
Law? (This is talking about the Sacrificial Law). It was added because of transgressions, having been 
ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise 
had been made.” We know that this seed is Yahshua – when Yahshua became the sacrifice, He introduced 
the new Priesthood, effectively doing away with the sacrificial requirements of the Law in respect of sin. 
Another view on the fat belonging to YHVH is that whatever we do for the sake of YHVH should be to the best 
of our ability. 
 
If we are followers of Messiah Yahshua, then we will believe in His name (meaning the salvation of Yah) and 
believe in what He taught whilst He was on earth. Yahshua has never taught or abolished any laws, except for 
fulfilling the requirements of the sacrificial laws. Even in the very last book of Revelation (Chapter 22: 13 &14, 
KJV), Yahshua said: "I am Alpha (Aleph) and Omega (Tav), the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. (14) Blessed are they that do his commandments that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.” If we want access to eternal life we will have to wash our 
robes, by the washing of the Word. This means that we will continually compare ourselves with the word of 
Elohim as our guide, and clean ourselves up accordingly. 
 
Finally we read In Leviticus 6: 1 – 7, that if a person deceives an associate in regard to a deposit that he gave 
him for safekeeping, or something which he has stolen from his associate by deceit, he has to make restitution 
to his associate before taking his guilt offering to the priest. After making it right on the vertical level (with the 
human associate that he has wronged), he should also deal with his guilt before YHVH, for any sin against His 
creation, is also a transgression against Him. It is as Yahshua put it in Matthew 5: 23 & 24, saying: “If 
therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar (when you pray), and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, (24) leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; 
first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Torah portions Page 86 
 

Leviticus 6 verse 8 to 8 verse 36 (Tzav). 
 
This Torah portion is called Tzav, meaning ‘command’. Commencing in verses 8 & 9 of Leviticus 6, we read: 
‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (9) “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is a law for the 
burnt offering: the burnt offering itself shall remain on the hearth on the altar all night until the 
morning, and the fire on the altar is to be kept burning on it.’”’ Prior to the golden calf incident YHVH used 
to speak to both Moses and Aaron together, however there was a price to pay for sin and Aaron was removed 
from this higher level of direct contact with Elohim.  
 
In this Torah portion the various offerings are again listed, but this time with added specifications. In addition 
mention is made how these offerings relate to one another. Continuing in verse 10, we read: “And the priest 
is to put on his linen robe, and he shall put on his undergarments next to his flesh; and he shall take 
up the ashes to which the fire reduces the burnt offering on the altar, and place them beside the altar.”  
The linen robe represents the righteous acts of the set-apart ones, as we read in the last part of Revelation 19: 
8. YHVH knows that our flesh; our human strength, but also our corruptibility is ever present, but He wants us 
to overshadow it. By repenting and returning zealously to full Torah observance, we will buy from Yahshua 
gold refined by fire (that we may become rich), and white garments, that we may clothe ourselves, and that the 
shame of our nakedness may not be revealed, as per Revelation 3: 18 & 19.  
 
The first duty of the priest every day consisted of removing the ashes of the perpetual burnt offering. In verse 
11 of Leviticus 6, we see that after the priest removed the ashes from the altar and placed it beside the altar; 
he shall remove his garments and put on other garments. Then he shall carry the ashes outside the camp to a 
clean place.  According to the Talmud the same altar that was used to keep the eternal flame burning, lasted 
about 116 years. The thin copper layer did not melt and the wooden structure of the altar never burnt up. This 
was indeed a miracle which only YHVH could perform. In most Orthodox synagogues around the world, there 
is a symbolic lamp near the ark containing the Torah Scroll, known as the Eternal Flame (or as it is 
transliterated in Hebrew the ‘Ner Tamid’) – which represents the very command which opens this week’s Torah 
portion.  
 
We read in verse 14 of Leviticus 6: ‘Now this is the law of the grain offering: the sons of Aaron shall 
present it before YHVH in front of the altar.’  The grain offering ‘mincha’ is according to verse 17, a most 
set-apart offering, like the sin offering and the guilt offering. Continuing on in verse 15, we read: ‘Then one of 
them shall lift up from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain offering, with its oil and all the incense 
that is on the grain offering, and he shall offer it up in smoke on the altar, a soothing aroma, as its 
memorial offering to YHVH.’ The word memorial here indicates to the one offering, that all that he has 
belongs to YHVH. We read in verse 16 that Aaron and his sons are to eat what is left. It shall be eaten as 
unleavened cakes in a Set-apart place in the court of the tent of meeting.  We see here that the priests were 
not only commanded not to eat leaven, but to also eat unleavened bread. Only part of this sacrifice was 
offered, the remainder was turned into bread. It may very well be compared to Yahshua who was sacrificed, 
yet told his disciples to eat His body, as per John 6: 53 & 54. Whilst we are reconciled by Yahshua’s death, 
much more are we saved by His life, as is confirmed in Romans 5: 10.   
 
In verses 19 & 20 of Leviticus 6, we read: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (20) “This is the offering 
which Aaron and his sons are to present to YHVH on the day when he is anointed; the tenth of an 
ephah of fine flour as a regular grain offering, half of it in the morning and half of it in the evening.”’ 
Even though a grain offering is usually a voluntary offering, YHVH tells those who serve the nation as priests 
that their hearts should compel them to offer to Him. They should bring half in the morning and half in the 
evening. Our morning and evening offering (or prayers) as a kingdom of priests to Elohim should be the same 
– our works in darkness should be the same as our work in the light. We read further in verse 21 – 23: “It shall 
be prepared with oil on a griddle. When it is well stirred, you shall bring it. You shall present the grain 
offering in baked pieces as a soothing aroma to YHVH. (22) And the anointed priest who will be in his 
place among his sons shall offer it. By a permanent ordinance it shall be entirely offered up in smoke 
to YHVH. (23) So every grain offering of the priest shall be burned entirely. It shall not be eaten.” This is 
a much greater offering, reminding us of Yahshua’s words in the last part of Luke12: 48, last part: “And from 
everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him 
they will ask all the more.” Our High Priest Yahshua offered all of Himself.  
 
In verses 24 – 27 of Leviticus 6, we read: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (25) “Speak to Aaron and 
to his sons saying, ‘This is the law of the sin offering: in the place where the burnt offering is slain the 
sin offering shall be slain before YHVH; it is most set-apart. (26) The priest who offers it for sin shall 
eat it. It shall be eaten in a set-apart place, in the court of the tent of meeting. (27) Anyone who touches 
its flesh shall become consecrated; and when any of its blood splashes on a garment, in a set-apart 
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place you shall wash what was splashed on.”’ Anyone who touches its flesh becomes set-apart, so does 
anyone whom YHVH makes set-apart. We read further in verses 28 – 30: ‘Also the earthenware vessel in 
which it was boiled shall be broken; and if it was boiled in a bronze vessel, then it shall be scoured and 
rinsed in water. (29) Every male among the priests may eat of it, it is most set-apart. (30) But no sin 
offering of which any of the blood is brought into the tent of meeting to make atonement in the set-
apart place shall be eaten; it shall be burned with fire.’ 
 
In chapter 7: 1, we read the law about the guilt offering, adding that it is most set-apart. This is an instruction, 
how to deal with guilt, the instruction itself being most set-apart. The guilt offering is slain in the same place 
where the burnt offering is slain and the priest shall sprinkle its blood around the altar, after which he will offer 
all its fat. There is so much that we can learn from these sacrifices. Several years ago Ephraim Frank 
explained this, although not verbatim, as follows: {The meal offering’s set-apartness is the same as both the 
sin and the guilt offerings, all of which are referred to as most set-apart. The animals for the sin and the guilt 
offerings are killed in the same place as the burnt offering. Both the sin and guilt offerings have one law, 
according to which they belong to the priest who makes atonement by them. The Set-apartness, the place and 
the ownership are common to all four these offerings.  Similarly these three characteristics apply to Yahshua 
and what He has accomplished:  

 We read about set-apartness in Ephesians 1: 4: “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be set-apart and blameless before Him in love.” 

 We read about place in John 14: 2, as follows: “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places 
(positions in Elohim’s government); if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a 
place for you.” 

 We read about ownership by Yahshua in John 10: 14: “I am the good shepherd; and I know My 
own, and My own know Me.”} 

 
Moving on to verses 15 – 17 of Leviticus 7, we read: ‘Now as for the flesh of the sacrifice of his 
thanksgiving peace offerings, it shall be eaten on the day of his offering; he shall not leave any of it 
over until morning. (16) But if the sacrifice of his offering is a votive or a freewill offering, it shall be 
eaten on the day that he offers his sacrifice; and on the next day what is left of it may be eaten; (17) but 
what is left over from the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned with fire.’ This is almost 
the same approach as the way the Israelites had to deal with the Manna. We read a second witness to this in 
Leviticus 19: 5 – 8. This might very well be one of the reasons for postponing the Day of Atonement, if it falls 
before a Sabbath. Meat prepared for the Sabbath is usually prepared on the preparation day, which is the day 
before the Sabbath.  If the Day of Atonement is before the Sabbath, meat prepared for the Sabbath, which 
should be celebrated as a Feast Day, could because it will have to be prepared on the Thursday (three days 
before), well before sunset (to prepare spiritually for the Day of Atonement), be unacceptable for use on the 
Sabbath. Think about it! However, an authentic reason for such a postponement is the fact that in the Jewish 
faith, the dead has to be buried on the day of death, or a day later because of the Sabbath. Two days later 
becomes unacceptable, unless there was a crime committed, justifying an autopsy. 
 
In verses 20 & 21 of Leviticus 7, we read: ‘But the person who eats the flesh of the sacrifice of peace 
offerings which belong to YHVH, in his uncleanness, that person shall be cut off from his people. (21) 
And when anyone touches anything unclean, whether human uncleanness, or an unclean animal, or 
any unclean detestable thing, and eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings which belong to 
YHVH, that person shall be cut off from his people.’ The offerer, who partakes of the peace offering, must 
be ritually clean or else he will be cut off from the people of Israel. This is similar to what we read in 1 
Corinthians 11: 27 – 30 about the annual Passover, as follows: ‘Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Master in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Master. 
(28) But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. (29) For he 
who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly. (30) 
For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep (died).’ This is talking about the 
body of Messiah: Firstly we need to realize that according to Colossians 2: 9: ‘(For) in Him (Yahshua) all the 
fullness of Deity (Elohim) dwells in bodily form.’ We need to partake of the Passover, realizing that 
Yahshua was/is YHVH in the flesh. YHVH purchased us with His own blood, as we read in the last part of Acts 
20: 28. Secondly we are likened to the body of Messiah, He being our head. As the body of Messiah we should 
follow where He our head lead us. Consequently, we need to judge ourselves, to see if we are in the faith once 
delivered to the saints (the disciples of Yahshua), and determine to follow Yahshua, the word of YHVH.  
 
We read in verses 22 – 27 of Leviticus 7: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (23) “Speak to the sons of 
Israel, saying, ‘You shall not eat any fat from an ox, a sheep, or a goat.’ (24) ‘Also the fat of an animal 
which dies, and the fat of an animal torn by beasts, may be put to any other use, but you must certainly 
not eat it.’ (25) ‘For whoever eats the fat of the animal from which an offering by fire is offered to YHVH, 



Torah portions Page 88 
 

even the person who eats shall be cut off from his people.’ (26) ‘And you are not to eat any blood, 
either of bird or animal, in any of your dwellings.’ (27) ‘Any person who eats any blood, even that 
person shall be cut off from his people.’” Man cannot eat from the very substance which gives him life and 
covers his sin. We read in Leviticus 17: 11 that ‘the life of the flesh is in the blood.’ It is not enough that we 
only eat Scripturally clean meats; all the blood must also be removed. Most restaurants and supermarkets do 
not keep to these Kosher rules. We should therefore be careful where we buy our meat from. Even those who 
are very new to our faith need to be careful. We read in Acts 15: 20, that the very first teachings of Torah that 
we should obey, when we come into the faith, is to abstain from things contaminated by idols, from fornication, 
from what is strangled and from blood.  
 
Leviticus 8 deals mainly with the consecration of the priests. We read in verses 2 & 3: “Take Aaron and his 
sons with him, and the garments and anointing oil and the bull of the sin offering, and the two rams 
and the basket of unleavened bread; (3) and assemble all the congregation at the doorway of the tent 
of meeting.” The word congregation as used here means a witness, in the sense of a Hebrew wedding. The 
witness is a friend of the bridegroom, who serves as a witness and the one who escorts the bride to the groom, 
who has prepared a room in his father’s house, until the father declares everything to be ready. The 
congregation was gathered at the entrance to the tent of meeting. The entrance of the tent symbolizes the 
gates to our bodies, where the battle for control of our enemies takes place. The congregation was gathered 
around the washbasin, which was made of mirrors, so that they could look at themselves, to see how they are 
soiled and repent. Next we see that Moses bathed Aaron and his sons in water. This pictures a husband 
washing his wife with the water of the word, to set her apart and cleanse her. Yahshua said to his disciples that 
they are already clean, because of the word which He has spoken (John 15: 3). 
  
In verses 9 & 10 of Leviticus 8, we read about the consecration of Aaron and his sons, as follows: ‘He also 
placed the turban on his head, and on the turban, at its front, he placed the golden plate, the set-apart 
crown (‘nezer HaKodesh’), just as YHVH had commanded Moses. (10) Moses then took the anointing oil 
and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them.’ The root n-z-r referring to the 
crown of holiness is also the root for ‘Nazarene’ which refers to another priestly order, but is also associated 
with royalty. It is safe to assume that it alludes to the two offices of king and priest, being fulfilled by Yahshua in 
Zechariah 6: 12 & 13. Given that Yahshua has already cleaned us up, releasing us from our sins by His blood, 
He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to Elohim (as per Revelation 1: 5 & 6) and we like priests under Him 
(our High Priest) wear Yarmulkes (head coverings)  during worship services.  
 
The consecration took seven days and when looking at the items related to the consecration, we notice in 
verse 27 of Leviticus 8, that it took place on Aaron’s palms and the palms of his sons. Similarly we are 
consecrated (set-apart) in the hand palms of YHVH, as we read in the first part of Isaiah 49: 16: “Behold, I 
have inscribed you on the palms of My hands.” The inaugurations took the same time period that a bride 
and groom would be in the wedding chamber in the house of a groom’s father, for the consummation of their 
marriage. We see according to the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25, that not all who have been spared 
by Messiah’s blood are necessarily His bride. Some are not ready when the groom returns, as we read in 
Matthew 25: 11. But those who are ready, correspond with the altar built before the rest of the temple, and will 
at this time perform the final preparation work for the soon coming kingdom of Elohim. 
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Leviticus 9 verse 1 to 11 verse 47 (Shemini). 
 

After the seven days of the inauguration, Aaron and his sons began to officiate as priests on the eighth day or 
‘shemini’ in Hebrew. A fire comes forth from Elohim to consume the offerings on the altar and the Divine 
Presence comes to dwell in the Sanctuary. We read in Leviticus 9: 1 – 4: ‘Now it came about on the eighth 
day that Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel; (2) and he said to Aaron, “Take for 
yourself a calf, a bull, for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without defect, and offer 
them before YHVH. (3) Then to the sons of Israel you shall speak, saying, ‘Take a male goat for a sin 
offering, and a calf and a lamb, both one year old, without defect, for a burnt offering, (4) and an ox and 
a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before YHVH, and a grain offering mixed with oil; for today YHVH 
shall appear to you.”’ The offerings were brought before YHVH as instructed. 
 
We read in verses 23 & 24 of Leviticus 9: “And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting. When they 
came out and blessed the people, the glory of YHVH appeared to all the people. (24) Then fire came out 
from before YHVH and consumed the burnt offering and the portions of the fat on the altar; and when 
all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.” 
 
Continuing in Leviticus 10, we see that in the midst of the euphoria, disaster struck. We read in verses 1: ‘Now 
Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, 
placed incense on it and offered strange fire before YHVH, which He had not commanded them.’ YHVH 
does not want us to do things which He has not commanded us to do. We see in Leviticus 16: 12 & 13, that 
YHVH commands Aaron the High Priest to offer up incense before Him, in this way: ‘And he (Aaron – the High 
Priest) shall take a firepan full of coals of fire from upon the altar before YHVH, and two handfuls of 
finely ground sweet  incense, and bring it inside the veil. (13) And he shall put the incense on the fire 
before YHVH, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the ark of the testimony, 
lest he die.’  Even though Yahshua has already made us a kingdom of priests unto YHVH, we cannot take 
over the function of our High Priest, Yahshua. We see in verse 2 of Leviticus 10: ‘And fire came out from the 
presence of YHVH and consumed them, and they died before YHVH.’ Continuing in verses 3 & 4 of 
Leviticus 10, we read: ‘Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what YHVH spoke, saying, ‘By those who come 
near Me I will be treated as set-apart, and before all the people I will be honored.’” So Aaron, therefore, 
kept silent. (4) Moses called also to Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel, and said 
to them, “come forward, carry your relatives away from the front of the sanctuary to the outside of the 
camp.”’ 
 
Because of their involvement in the revelation of the Divine Presence in the sanctuary that day, Aaron and his 
remaining sons were forbidden to mourn their dead. Then Moses said to Aaron and to his two remaining sons, 
Eleazar and Ithamar, in verse 6: “Do not uncover your heads nor tear your clothes, so that you may not 
die, and that He may not become wrathful against all the congregation. But your kinsmen, the whole 
house of Israel, shall bewail the burning, which YHVH has brought about.” Fully realizing what just 
happened, they did according to the word of Moses. Then Moses spoke to Aaron, telling him why his sons 
died. We read in verse 9 Moses saying: “Do not drink wine or strong drink, neither you nor your sons 
with you, when you come into the tent of meeting, so that you may not die – it is a perpetual statute 
throughout your generations.” This must have been the reason; Aaron’s two sons assumed the duty of their 
father the High Priest and in addition to have consumed alcohol, they did what was not commanded them and 
died. They obviously did not treat YHVH as set-apart, nor did they honor Him before the people. It is important 
for us to remember, never to attend worship services, after we consumed alcohol. However, I am positive that 
after worship services on Set-apart days it is perfectly in order to partake of alcoholic beverages, as we read 
about the Feast Day in Deuteronomy 14: 24 – 26, as follows: ‘And if the distance is so great for you that 
you are not able to bring the tithe, since the place where YHVH your Elohim chooses to set His name is 
too far away from you when YHVH your Elohim blesses you, (25) then you shall exchange it for money, 
and bind the money in your hand and go to the place which YHVH your Elohim chooses. (26) And you 
may spend the money for whatever your heart desires for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or 
whatever your heart desires; and there you shall eat in the presence of YHVH your Elohim and rejoice, 
you and your household.’ 
 
Next YHVH instructed the children of Israel regarding the law of clean and unclean beasts, which could be 
eaten and which could not be eaten as per Leviticus 11. Starting in verse 1 of Leviticus 11, we read:  ‘Then 
YHVH spoke again to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them, (2) “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 
‘These are the creatures which you may eat from all the animals that are on the earth. (3) Whatever 
divides a hoof, thus making split hoofs, and chews the cud, among the animals, that you may eat.” 
Animals that have split hoofs and chew the cud, such as cattle, sheep, deer, antelope and the like are ‘kosher’. 
We may eat their meat; provided they are slaughtered correctly and did not die of natural causes.  
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We continue in Verses 4 to 8 of Leviticus 11, where we see which animals are considered unclean to us: 
“Nevertheless, you are not to eat of these, among those which chew the cud, or among those which 
divide the hoof: the camel, for though it chews cud, it does not divide the hoof, it is unclean to you. (5) 
Likewise, the rock badger, for though it chews cud, it does not divide the hoof, it is unclean to you; (6) 
the rabbit also, for though it chews cud, it does not divide the hoof, it is unclean to you; (7) and the pig, 
for though it divides the hoof, thus making a split hoof, it does not chew cud, it is unclean to you. (8) 
You shall not eat of their flesh nor touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you.” We have listed here 
the camel, the rock badger, the rabbit and the pig. They only have one of the two attributes that clean animals 
should have. They are unclean to us, but there are numerous other animals, without a single attribute that 
clean animals possess, such as cats, dogs, lions, hyena, monkeys, hippopotamus, etc. Most of these are 
carnivorous and some are scavengers. They are definitely unclean and not fit for human consumption.  
 
In verse 9 of Leviticus 11, we see the criteria used to establish which water creatures are ‘kosher’ for us, as 
follows: “These you may eat, whatever is in the water: all that have fins and scales, those in the water, 
in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat.” Continuing in verses 10 – 12 of Leviticus 11, we see which water 
creatures are unclean and not for human consumption. “But whatever is in the seas and in the rivers, that 
do not have fins and scales among all the teeming life of the water, and among all the living creatures 
that are in the water, they are detestable things to you, (11) and they shall be abhorrent to you; you 
may not eat of their flesh, and their carcasses you shall detest. (12) Whatever in the water does not 
have fins and scales are abhorrent to you.” Fish such as sharks and swordfish do not have scales and are 
considered scavengers; shrimps, lobsters, oysters, mussels, clams,  crabs, octopus or calamari are also 
considered scavengers and or filter feeders and consume foods that are harmful to human beings; they may 
accumulate harmful parasites or toxins and if consumed could be deadly to humans.  
 
In Leviticus 11: 13 – 19 we see the bird life that is unclean to us, as follows: “These, moreover, you shall 
detest among the birds; they are abhorrent, not to be eaten: the eagle and the vulture and the buzzard, 
(14) and the kite and the falcon in its kind, (15) every raven in its kind, (16) and the ostrich and the owl 
and the sea gull and the hawk in its kind, (17) and the little owl and the cormorant and the great owl, 
(18) and the white owl and the pelican and the carrion vulture, (19) and the stork, the heron in its kinds, 
and the hoopoe, and the bat.” Edible or kosher birds are chicken, turkey, quails, pheasant, grouse and the 
like.  
 
In Leviticus 11: 20 we see that “All the winged insects that walk on all fours are detestable to you.” In 
verses 21 & 22 of Leviticus 11 are the insects which we may eat: “Yet these you may eat among all the 
winged insects which walk on all fours: those which have above their feet joined legs with which to 
jump on the earth. (22) These of them you may eat: the locust in its kinds, and the devastating locust in 
its kinds, and the cricket in its kinds, and the grasshopper in its kinds.” This is the type of food that 
Yochanan the Immerser ate with honey, whilst he lived in the Judean desert. If things begin to go bad for us in 
the near future, we might have to revert to eating locust as well – at least we know they are kosher. In verses 
23 - 43 of Leviticus 11, we read about the unclean things that crawl on its belly, walk on all fours, have many 
feet and every swarming thing that swarms, as follows: “But all other winged insects which are four-footed 
are detestable to you. (24) By these, moreover, you will be made unclean: whoever touches their 
carcasses becomes unclean until evening, (25) and whoever picks up any of their carcasses shall 
wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. (26) Concerning all the animals which divide the hoof, 
but do not make a split hoof, or which do not chew cud, they are unclean to you: whoever touches 
them becomes unclean. (27) Also whatever walks on its paws, among all the creatures that walk on all 
fours, are unclean to you: whoever touches their carcasses becomes unclean until evening, (28) and 
the one who picks up their carcasses shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening; they are 
unclean to you. (29) Now these are to you the unclean among the swarming things which swarm on the 
earth: the mole, and the mouse, and the great lizard in its kinds, (30) and the gecko, and the crocodile, 
and the lizard, and the sand reptile, and the chameleon. (31) These are to you the unclean among all 
the swarming things; whoever touches them when they are dead becomes unclean until evening. (32) 
Also anything on which one of them may fall when they are dead, becomes unclean, including any 
wooden article, or clothing, or a skin, or a sack – any article of which use is made – it shall be put in 
the water and be unclean until evening, then it becomes clean. (33) As for any earthenware vessel into 
which one of them may fall, whatever is in it becomes unclean and you shall break the vessel. (34) Any 
of the food which may be eaten, on which water comes, shall become unclean; and any liquid which 
may be drunk in every vessel shall become unclean. (35) Everything, moreover, on which part of their 
carcass may fall becomes unclean; an oven or a stove shall be smashed; they are unclean and shall 
continue as unclean to you. (36) Nevertheless a spring or a cistern collecting water shall be clean, 
though the one who touches their carcass shall be unclean. (37) And if a part of their carcass falls on 
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any seed for sowing which is to be sown, it is clean. (38) Though if water is put on the seed, and a part 
of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to you. (39) Also if one of the animals dies which you have for 
food, the one who touches its carcass becomes unclean until evening. (40) He too, who eats some of 
its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening; and the one who picks up its carcass 
shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. (41) Now every swarming thing that swarms on 
the earth is detestable, not to be eaten. (42) Whatever crawls on its belly, and whatever walks on all 
fours, whatever has many feet, in respect to every swarming thing that swarms on the earth, you shall 
not eat them, for they are detestable. (43) Do not render yourselves detestable through any of the 
swarming things that swarm; and you shall not make yourselves unclean with them so that you 
become unclean.”  
 
Verses 44 & 45 of Leviticus 11 get us back to the section quoted in 1 Peter 1: 16, where YHVH tells us the 
reason for not eating un-kosher meats, as follows: “For I am YHVH your Elohim. Consecrate (set apart) 
yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any 
of the swarming things that swarm on the earth. (45) For I am YHVH, who brought you up from the land 
of Egypt, to be your Elohim; thus you shall be holy for I am holy.” In the final two verses of Leviticus 11, 
we see that this is the law of the clean and unclean beasts, fowl and living creatures that move in the waters 
and everything that swarms on the earth; to make a distinction between the edible and creatures which may 
not to be eaten.  
 
We read in Ezekiel 22: 26, why our Father has poured out His righteous anger upon us, as the lost house of 
Israel: “Her priests have done violence to My law and have profaned My holy things; they have made 
no distinction between the holy and the profane, and they have not taught the difference between the 
unclean and the clean; and they hide their eyes from my Sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.” 
The question is: Are we at this stage prepared to accept the Scriptures as the authority, as to what we may or 
may not eat? As much as the Hebrew language, the Sabbath and Set-apart Days of YHVH were preserved for 
us by the Jews, so were some of these kosher laws preserved for us, by them? Even though we are not told 
how to remove all the blood from meat in the Scriptures, Brother Judah preserved it for us in the oral Torah. 
For those who do not believe in the oral Torah, please tell me, how Yahshua’s disciples knew how far a 
Sabbath day’s journey is, as mentioned in the Renewed Covenant in Acts 1: 12? 
 
When it comes to obeying the clean food laws of the Scriptures, some outside the faith will find the practice 
peculiar, whilst others will cite a passage or two in the Renewed Covenant in an effort to say that the true 
worshiper no longer needs to be concerned with  "old Mosaic laws" in this age of grace. The question is: How 
important are clean foods to true worship? Consider that it was the breaking of a "kosher" law that caused 
Adam and Eve to commit the original sin. YHVH certifies certain foods as acceptable and other foods as 
unacceptable for our consumption. It was that way at creation and remains true today. YHVH told mankind’s 
original parents which food was right and acceptable and which was not. By obeying Him, we will succeed and 
prosper. We see in Malachi 3: 6 that neither YHVH nor His standards ever change. 
 
(YHVH)’s Word prohibits consumption of both fat and blood in Lev. 3: 16 & 17; 7: 23 - 27. The fat of the animal 
was offered to YHVH in sacrifice (Lev. 3:16). It belongs to Him. The life of the animal is found in its blood (Lev. 
17:10-14). Both fat and blood of the sacrifice were treated separately from the meat of the sacrifice and neither 
was eaten. Thus, it is necessary to remove all blood from the flesh of scripturally clean animals before eating it 
and to avoid eating residual blood. At the time of slaughter, rapid draining of most of the blood must occur. 
This process is unnecessary with fish, as very little blood remains in the meat of fish. Any remaining blood can 
be removed by soaking in brine. These Laws discussed here are all from the first five books of the Scriptures, 
known as the Law (or Torah).  We read Yahshua’s own words in Matthew 5: 17, as follows: “Do not think that 
I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.” Reading Matthew 5 
from verse 18 to the end of the chapter, we come to understand that Yahshua came to make the Torah more 
binding.  
 
Below are four Renewed Covenant Scriptures often quoted in an attempt to challenge the clean food laws 
discussed in the Torah teachings of Elohim, as well as suitable answers to these erroneous beliefs:  
 

1. We read in Mark 7: 18: ‘And He (Yahshua) said to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding 
also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him?’ 
This verse is erroneously interpreted as if Yahshua was condemning the Scribes and Pharisees for 
‘their strict laws, decreeing many foods to be unfit for human consumption.’ However, we find by 
reading the entire passage, that this was not the issue under discussion. At the beginning of the 
passage, we find Yahshua’s disciples eating with unwashed hands in plain sight of the Scribes and 
Pharisees. The Scribes and Pharisees had many rabbinical traditions that had been handed down 
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through the ages and one of those was ceremonial washing of hands before eating. We read 
accordingly in verses 3 & 4 of Mark 7, in this way: "For the Pharisees, and all the Jews do not eat 
unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; (4) and 
when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and 
there are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing 
of cups and pitchers and copper pots.” When the Scribes and Pharisees saw Yahshua’s disciples 
eating before washing their hands, they accused Yahshua and His disciples of breaking their 
traditions. Yahshua was not pleased with their condemnation, but in turn accused them of placing their 
own man-made traditions above the commandments given by YHVH (see Mark 7: 6 – 9).  Yahshua did 
not condemn them for compliance with the kosher food Laws found in the Scriptures, but condemns 
them for their doctrines of men. These doctrines were not part of the Torah teachings of YHVH, but 
were laws established by Jewish leaders through many generations. Yahshua taught them in verse 18 
that Ingesting some dirt from unwashed hands will not defile them, but evil thoughts will defile because 
they come from the heart. (see verses 19-23). This section has nothing to do with the kosher food laws 
to be found in the Scriptures.  

 
2. In Acts 10: 15, we read: ‘And again a voice came to him a second time, “What Elohim has 

cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”’ This verse is erroneously interpreted as if YHVH has 
cleansed all meats in the Renewed Covenant Era.  To understand this verse, and Kepha’s vision 
surrounding it, is to understand the context of the entire chapter. At the beginning of this passage we 
read about a Gentile named Cornelius. He is an army captain who is righteous and well respected by 
all those around him, including the Jews. YHVH sends an angel to deliver a message to Cornelius, 
saying in verse 5 of Acts 10: “And now dispatch some men to Joppa, and send for a man named 
Simon, who is called Kepha (Peter).” Cornelius complied.  Before the men arrive, Kepha goes onto 
the housetop to pray and there become hungry. As he prays he falls into a trance through which YHVH 
reveals a message that will change true worship forever. In his vision Kepha sees a great sheet come 
down from the sky and on this sheet he finds all types of unclean beasts. Next, he hears a shocking 
proclamation. A voice commands, "Rise, Kepha; kill and eat." Kepha cannot believe what he hears. 
He is confused and baffled at this command. It is repeated three times by the angelic being before the 
sheet is taken away. Kepha argues that he has never eaten anything unclean (verse14), not even to 
this day—10 years after the death of Yahshua. Surely if the laws of clean and unclean foods had been 
abolished at the Savior’s death, one of the greatest apostles of the New Testament would have been 
aware of it immediately after Yahshua’s death. After all, Kepha was filled with the Set-apart Spirit, 
which taught the apostles all things (John 14: 26). After the vision the men sent by Cornelius find 
Kepha and he returns with them to meet Cornelius. Once there, Kepha explains the meaning of his 
vision of the sheet, in Acts 10: 28, as follows: “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man 
who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet Elohim has shown me that I 
should not call any man unholy or unclean.” Thereafter Cornelius became the first Gentile convert 
to the faith. Here we have the simple explanation of this vision from the mouth of the Apostle Kepha 
himself: Gentiles, once considered unclean, may now enter the Covenant promise. YHVH simply used 
unclean food to symbolize "unclean" Gentiles, who can now enter the Promises. In Acts 10: 35, Kepha 
summarizes the lesson of his vision that he received in Joppa on the rooftop of the house of Simeon 
the Tanner, as follows: ‘But in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is 
welcome to Him.’ Clearly the vision seen by Kepha was to show him in a very graphic and profound 
way that Gentiles — who were once considered unclean—were now permitted into (YHVH)’s 
covenant. Nowhere in this passage are (YHVH)’s clean food Laws discussed or repealed. Kepha 
himself denies that he should ever eat anything that conflicts with the clean food Laws. 

 
3. We read in Colossians 2: 16: “Therefore let no one act as your judge in regards to food or drink 

or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day.” This is erroneously interpreted to say 
that we should not judge people in regard to the freedom that they now have in Messiah. However, 
Rav Shaul is speaking to the congregation or Body of Messiah and not to the world in general.  If he 
was speaking to a pagan world that has neglected (YHVH)’s Word, then it would only make sense to 
conclude that Rav Shaul is saying that we are no longer under ‘Old Testament’ regulations and must 
not be judged in those matters. However, Rav Shaul is speaking to an obedient congregation of called 
out believers. The very next verse (17) is the key to understanding this, stating: “things which are a 
mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Messiah.’ This is essentially 
saying that those of us following Messiah should be judged by Him, or by His congregation and not by 
outsiders. It also has nothing to do with the kosher food laws found in the Scriptures. 

 
4. We read in 1 Timothy 4: 4: ‘For everything created by Elohim is good, and nothing is to be 

rejected, if it is received with gratitude.’ This is erroneously interpreted that it is acceptable to eat 
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anything, so-long as you are thankful for it. However, to fully understand what this portion of the 
Scriptures is saying, we have to read the very next verse (5), which reads like this: “for it is sanctified 
by means of the word of Elohim and prayer.’ The question to answer here is: What is sanctified by 
means of the word of Elohim? The word sanctified simply means to set-apart or made holy. So the 
question is what foods are set-apart by the word of Elohim for use as food by mankind. The answer is 
obviously to be found in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14. Without any further ado it should be clear 
that Rav Shaul was not promoting the eating of ceremonially unclean animals: Who would argue that 
rats, bats, lizards, scorpions and skunks are good for food? The food that YHVH has set-apart in the 
Torah remains so, for all of those called out to follow His way. 
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Leviticus 12 verse 1 to 13 verse 59 (Tazria). 
 
The name of this Torah portion is Tazria, meaning ‘she conceives’. Commencing in verse1 – 5 of Leviticus 12, 
we read: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘When a woman 
gives birth and bears a male child, then she shall be unclean for seven days, as in the days of her 
menstruation she shall be unclean. (3) And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be 
circumcised. (4) Then she shall remain in the blood of her purification for thirty-three days; she shall 
not touch any consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary, until the days of her purification are 
completed. (5) But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean for two weeks, as in her 
menstruation; and she shall remain in the blood of her purification for sixty-six days.’”’ A woman giving 
birth shall undergo a process of purification and a male child must be circumcised on the eighth day – no 
argument. Yahshua did not do away with the covenant of circumcision, since we know that He Himself was 
also circumcised, as per Luke 2: 21. Therefore if you say that you follow the Master, you ought to do likewise. 
 
It is only by regular and systematic study of the Torah, that we come to better understand what YHVH requires 
of us.  This Torah portion is linked to the next Torah portion, called Metzora, meaning ‘one afflicted with 
leprosy’, and continues to focus on the importance of set-apartness and particularly the requirement to be 
clean (‘tahor’ in Hebrew) rather than unclean (‘tamei’ in Hebrew), before YHVH our Elohim. In the previous 
Torah portion we focused on what is clean and unclean for human consumption. Not only does YHVH want us 
to eat only clean meats, he also wants us to distinguish between what is pure and what is contaminated. The 
current Torah potion helps us in our handling of blood, childbirth and leprosy.  
 
YHVH wants us to be consistent in our Torah observance. We must do everything in our homes, our 
designated vocations and our communities to enable us to conform to His Torah. As a result, sacrifices will be 
necessary. Yahshua said that if we love our families and possessions more than Him, we are simply not 
worthy of Him. We cannot be fence sitters (double minded); our goal must be single – on the kingdom of 
Elohim. Ask yourself, ‘What is my main goal in life?’ Are you here to save your own skin? Are you doing 
everything possible to get into the kingdom or not. Yahshua himself said in Matthew 16: 24 & 25, as follows: “If 
anyone wishes to come after Me (follow Me), let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
(25) For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find 
it.” We should be willing to lose everything we own, including our families and friends for the sake of getting 
into the kingdom of Elohim. Ask yourself: ‘Am I willing to do so?’  
 
The 613 laws stipulated in the Torah should be observed by all those who want to worship YHVH our Elohim. 
The Torah is the teachings of Elohim, which are the rules according to which we live our lives. Keeping of 
these Laws cannot bring us salvation, as we know that salvation is the free gift of YHVH our Elohim, given to 
those that love and obey Him. Furthermore we show our love and obedience to YHVH by keeping His 
Commandments. These laws regulate moral precepts; dietary regulations; agricultural science; financial 
success; sexual behavior and religious practice.  
 
YHVH gave us the Torah for our own good. There are 248 positive Torah commandments and 365 negative 
prohibitions, totaling 613. Similarly the human body consists of 248 limbs and 365 tendons. Each positive 
commandment is connected to man’s limbs and each prohibitive action is linked to one of his tendons. Every 
good deed that we perform, affects our very existence, but so does every evil deed. That is why the sexual act 
is considered set-apart to YHVH, as it could result in expanding the world, by producing a new image of 
Elohim. Circumcision accentuates that the procreation act must always be dedicated to spiritual expansion. In 
addition it reminds us that we need to temper our instinct with Torah. These Torah portions in Leviticus are all 
dedicated to the idea of set-apartness. We could easily come to the opinion that the concept of being set-apart 
is negative. However, the teachings of Elohim are all aimed at us experiencing a ‘higher sort of joy’, the surge 
of seeing what our father Abraham saw, as described in Hebrews 11: 10: ‘For he was looking for the city 
which has foundations, whose architect and builder is Elohim.’ This is clearly talking about the kingdom of 
Elohim. Don’t be overly concerned about the present – seek first the Kingdom of Elohim and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.   
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Leviticus 14 verse 1 to 15 verse 33 (Metzora). 

 
The name of this Torah portion is Metzora, meaning ‘infected one’. We start reading in verses 1 - 4 of Leviticus 
14, as follows: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses, saying, (2) “This shall be the law of the leper in the day of 
his cleansing. Now he shall be brought to the priest, (3) and the priest shall go out to the outside of the 
camp. Thus the priest shall look, and if the infection of leprosy has been healed in the leper, (4) then 
the priest shall give orders to take two live clean birds and cedar wood and a scarlet string and hyssop 
for the one who is to be cleaned.”’ The main theme in this torah portion is about a skin disease transliterated 
in Hebrew as ‘tzara’at’ which is translated as leprosy, but it is not the type of leprosy which exists today.  
 
The type of leprosy that is spoken about in the Scriptures here is of a spiritual nature, and it is for this reason 
that the priest had to deal with it. The person who suffers from this type of leprosy is guilty of slanderous 
speech. This is the type of leprosy that Miriam, Moses’ sister was afflicted with when she spoke against her 
brother’s leadership, after he married a Cushite woman in Numbers 12. The question is: Why does slander 
have such an effect on its perpetrator? The answer lies in the fact that when YHVH Elohim formed man from 
the dust of the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, man received the ‘spirit of speech’.  We see 
in that YHVH created the heavens and earth by speech – He spoke the universe into existence. Therefore we 
find YHVH the Creator speaking and man being created in the image of Elohim, and is also endowed with the 
ability to speak. Mankind is the only created souls that have the ability to speak and understand things. We 
read accordingly in Job 32: 8: “But it is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives them 
understanding.” According to the Zohar, evil speech (transliterated as ‘lashon hara’ in Hebrew) is the sin of 
the serpent and it is in that light that we better understand Elohim’s response to man’s sin. It is also for that 
reason that repentance includes the requirement to verbalize one’s sin.  
 
The sin of evil speech tarnishes the image of Elohim and to speak evil about another human being is the same 
as rejecting the image of Elohim in that person. Yahshua our Messiah put it as follows, in Matthew 5: 21 & 22: 
“You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER and whoever 
commits murder shall be liable to the court. (22) But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, ‘Raca,’ shall be guilty 
before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the 
Gehenna of fire.’” Separation between the physical and spiritual is a type of death. Evil speech or gossip 
results in infection (metzora), causing a form of skin disease like leprosy. The leper is like a dead person, as 
evil speech severs the connection between body and spirit. The leper becomes an outcast and he is isolated 
from the rest of humanity. Leprosy is an appropriate punishment for evil speech, as it forces us to become 
humiliated in public.  
 
We see that the leprosy spoken about in this Torah portion attacks the clothing and walls of a house. When a 
house became infected, the infected sections of the house had to be replaced with clean building materials. 
However, if such action did not cure the infection, the house had to be broken down and all the building rubble 
had to be taken outside the city. This teaches that we need to get rid of evil speech in our lives. This Torah 
portion is to inform us that cleansing and consequently healing are always available, if we are willing to accept 
the same and return to Torah. For us as Nazarene Israelites permanent cleansing is always available through 
Yahshua the embodiment of Torah – who died for the sins of the world including ours. However, to be 
cleansed by Him, we have to accept that in dying for us, He reconciled us to Elohim, and having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life: By following in Yahshua’s footsteps, He lives His life in us. As we 
read in Zechariah 3: 3 we see that Yahshua became filthy with our iniquities, as follows: ‘Now Joshua was 
clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel.’ In verse 4 & 5 we see that Yahshua’s filthy 
clothing is removed and replaced with festal robes and a clean turban. When reading the next Torah portion in 
Leviticus 16 we will soon see that the sins (filthy clothing) taken from Messiah, will eventually be placed on the 
goat of removal (Satan) and he will be sent into the wilderness. This is confirmed in Jude 13 where we read 
that the black darkness has been reserved for the wandering stars (fallen angels) forever. 
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Leviticus 16 verse1 to 18 verse 30 (Archarei Mot). 
 

The name of this Torah portion is Archarei Mot, meaning ‘after the death’. It describes the procedure of the 
High Priest to draw close to YHVH. Starting in verses 1 & 2 of Leviticus 16, we read: ‘Now YHVH spoke to 
Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they had approached the presence of YHVH and 
died. (2) And YHVH said to Moses, “Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into the 
holy place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the 
cloud over the mercy seat.”’ Leviticus 16 describes the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur, the only day upon 
which the High Priest will enter the Holy of Holies – the set-apart place within the veil, lest he dies. Verses 1 & 
2 are the opening verse of the preparation and sanctification process, for the High Priest to enter into the Holy 
of Holies on Yom Kippur.  
 
In the ceremony described in verse 4 – 10, - The High Priest shall bathe his body in water and shall dress 
himself in his set-apart garments, then he shall cast lots over two male goats.  The goat on which the lot of 
YHVH fell was killed for a sin offering, just as Yahshua was killed for our sins many centuries later. Yahshua’s 
death makes our “at-one-ment” – our reconciliation – with YHVH possible.  The casting of lots here is in fact a 
prophesy of what happened to Yahshua before His impalement, as we read in Matthew 27: 15 – 17, 21 & 35, 
as follows: ‘Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the multitude any one prisoner 
whom they wanted. (16) And they were holding at that time a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. (17) 
When therefore they were gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you? Barabbas or Yahshua who is called Messiah?” (21) But the governor answered and said to them, 
“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said,”Barabbas.” (35) And when they 
had crucified Him, they divided up his garments among themselves, casting lots.’ Then the High Priest 
laid his hands on the head of the other goat, which pictured Satan and confessed the sins of Israel over it, 
figuratively putting those sins onto the goat of removal (the Azazel goat).  The goat of removal was then taken 
to the wilderness and released. The goat of removal pictures Satan, since he is the real author of sin. We read 
in John 8: 44: “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.” This 
part of the ceremony pictures the time just after Yahshua returns when He will place upon Satan the sins of 
mankind and cast him into the “bottomless pit”. Then all mankind will finally be able to become “at-one” with 
YHVH through Yahshua’s sacrifice and begin living the wonderful way of life of YHVH. 
 
The Day of Atonement and all that it pictures is the world’s guarantee that a new age of universal peace, 
harmony and cooperation with our Creator is coming – the Golden Age of Yahshua’s rule on this earth pictured 
by the next festival. We read in Leviticus 16: 29 – 31: “And this shall be a permanent statute for you: in the 
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall humble your souls, and not do any work, 
whether the native, or the alien who sojourns among you; (30) for it is on this day that atonement shall 
be made for you to cleanse you; you shall be clean from all your sins before YHVH. (31) It is to be a 
Sabbath of solemn rest for you, that you may humble your souls; it is a permanent statute.” The Day of 
Atonement is on the tenth day of the seventh month on the Hebrew calendar. YHVH instructs us about this 
feast day in Leviticus 23: 26 - 32.  Notice verse 27: “On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the 
day of Atonement: it shall be a holy convocation for you, and you shall humble your souls and present 
an offering by fire to YHVH.” 
 
The Day of Atonement is the Set-apart Day on which we fast, since to “humble your souls” means to humble 
yourself by fasting. In Psalm 35:13 David said: “I humbled my soul with fasting.”  So we humble ourselves 
by fasting. But why does YHVH want us to fast? Satan has deceived man for nearly 6 000 years now.  He has 
led man to think that he doesn’t need YHVH. Man thinks he can get along just fine on his own. However, look 
where man has gotten himself: The world is full of trouble.  When Yahshua returns, mankind will be on the 
verge of self-annihilation.  Man needs YHVH to teach him the right way to live, the way that brings every good 
thing. 
 
YHVH wants us to fast on the Day of Atonement to remind us that we need to be humble and teachable – that 
we need to be willing to obey Him and let Him work through us.  If we learn to be humble and teachable now, 
we won’t have to learn the hard way later like the rest of the world will. When Yahshua returns in power and 
esteem, He is going to have to bring prideful humanity to its knees.  Satan will have deceived mankind into 
thinking that Yahshua and His angels are enemies of man. They will actually fight against Yahshua at His 
return. When Yahshua defeats them, mankind will finally be humbled.  Mankind will finally begin to understand 
that his ways only lead to all manner of suffering and sorrow.  Only then will man be willing to turn to YHVH 
and learn His ways. 
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Whereas in Leviticus 16 the High Priest is commanded to make atonement before YHVH, in Leviticus 17 
YHVH tells Moses to tell the ordinary people not to sacrifice as they used to, to goat-idols, like the Egyptians 
used to worship demons in the form of male goats. In verses 10 – 14 of Leviticus 17 we are told in no uncertain 
terms, never to eat blood, else we will be cut off from among our people Israel. The reason is given in verse 
14, as follows: “For as for the life of all flesh, its blood is identified with its life. Therefore I said to the 
sons of Israel, ‘You are not to eat the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood: whoever 
eats it shall be cut off.’” YHVH commands that no blood from an animal shall be eaten with its flesh, because 
the blood is the life of the animal, or put differently, the nature of the animal. YHVH does not want us to partake 
of the blood or nature of the animal that we eat, but that we pour it out upon the ground.  By consuming the 
Passover wine, as a shadow of the blood (or life) of our Messiah, we partake of the very nature and spiritual 
form of Yahshua - A pure nature without sin. 
 
In chapter 18 of Leviticus, we read about the prohibitions against incest and other sexual offenses. We need to 
refrain from all these sexual practices, if we want to be in the kingdom of Elohim. However, most of the serials 
or soapies as they are known in South Africa, whether they are filmed locally or come from the USA, promote 
incest, as defined in Leviticus 18. We read accordingly in verses 24 – 28: ‘Do not defile yourselves by any of 
these things; for by all these the nations which I am casting out before you have become defiled.’ (25) 
For the land has become defiled, therefore I have visited its punishment upon it, so the land has 
spewed out its inhabitants. (26) But as for you, you are to keep My statutes and My judgments, and 
shall not do any of these abominations, either the native, nor the alien who sojourns among you (27) 
for the men of the land who have been before you have done all these abominations, and the land has 
become defiled; (28) so that the land may not spew you out, should you defile it, as it has spewed out 
the nation which has been before you.’ 
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Leviticus 19 verse 1 to 20 verse 27 (Kedoshim). 
 
This Torah portion is known as Kedoshim, meaning ‘holy or set-apart’. We read in verses 1 & 2: ‘Then YHVH 
spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You 
shall be set-apart, for I YHVH your Elohim am set-apart.’”’ Elohim gives us a general command to be set-
apart and then continues to list about fifty commandments to achieve this objective. 
 
In this Torah portion YHVH addresses the entire congregation and gives them an assortment of things to do as 
well as things not to do. YHVH is telling us that living a set-apart life entails following what the Torah teaches. 
The first of these being to honor our parents. We need to realize that we owe people of authority proper 
respect – only then will we get used to the idea of accepting authority. This will also allow us to relate to YHVH 
and His word as our ultimate Authority. If we teach that all are equal we will allow our children to disobey their 
school teachers, because they consider themselves to be equal with people in authority. This is perhaps the 
reason why most people have become concerned with themselves only, making it impossible for them to attain 
to better positions in life, or to strive for holiness (set-apartness) in their lives. Through revering our parents, we 
learn to have a sense of respect: we will also learn to have respect for the authority of the people administering 
the laws of the land; and will not easily break traffic and other laws. Verse 3 of Leviticus 19 tells us that if we 
revere our parents, we will be able to revere YHVH and His Sabbaths (weekly, annual and land Sabbaths). 
 
Next we are commanded to reject idols, followed by the issue of peace offerings and then by how to treat the 
less fortunate. Theft, deception and swearing falsely in the name of YHVH are discussed next, all of which 
constitute profaning the name of YHVH. We also read not to put a stumbling block in front of the blind, not to 
curse the deaf, or stand idly by whilst your neighbor’s blood is shed. These last few prohibitions are not the 
type that is seen by other people, but by Satan the accuser of the brethren, as we read in Revelation 12: 10 
and Job 1: 7. This means that we should refrain from hating our brothers in our hearts. Continuing in verse 19 
of Leviticus 19, we read: ‘You are to keep My statutes. You shall not breed together two kinds of cattle; 
you shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor wear a garment upon you of two kinds of 
material mixed together.’ This last prohibition almost seems anti-climactic – it shifts from loving one’s 
neighbor to a command without rhyme or reason, i.e. a ‘chuk’ in Hebrew. However, these seemingly 
meaningless laws teach us to serve YHVH the way he prescribes in the Torah and not to worship Him the way 
the pagans around us serve their gods. This is exactly how our forebears worshiped YHVH after they were 
taken into captivity by the Assyrians during 721 and 718 BCE, as we read in 2 Kings 17: 33: ‘They feared 
YHVH and served their own gods according to the custom of the nations from among whom they had 
been carried away into exile.’ 
 
There are many who compromise in the way they want to follow YHVH. They hold that we are all following 
truth, whether we keep the Feast Days of YHVH according to the Hebrew calendar, or any other calendar, as 
long as we follow a shadow of what is to come. However, my fellow believer, there is only one way to serve 
YHVH our Elohim and it is a very difficult and lonely road. It is a road of no compromise. We read in Matthew 
13: 45 & 46: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, (46) and upon 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” The message of the 
parable of the pearl of great price is that: Once we have found the truth, we should never give up or turn away 
from it.  Once we started on the way of Elohim, we should never look back. We read accordingly in Luke 9: 62: 
‘(But) Yahshua said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the 
kingdom of Elohim.”’ We should be deeply committed, as per the example set by Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego in Daniel 3. They were thrown into a fiery furnace because they refused to fall down and worship a 
false image. They were deeply committed to YHVH and were not prepared to compromise in any way. YHVH 
came first in their lives and His word (or Torah) was their foundation. They knew that the word of YHVH forbid 
that they bow down to idols as is recorded in Exodus 20: 4 & 5. In addition to their commitment to YHVH they 
had faith that He could save them from any situation, if He chooses to do so. Notice that YHVH did not save 
them from the fire; He saved them in the fire.  They knew that even if they died in the fire, they will one day be 
resurrected, just as we will according to 1 Corinthians 15: 12 - 22, as follows: ’Now if Messiah is preached, 
that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead? (13) But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Messiah has been raised; (14) and if 
Messiah has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. (15) Moreover we are 
even found to be false witnesses of Elohim, because we witnessed against Elohim that He raised 
Messiah, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. (16) For if the dead are not raised not 
even Messiah has been raised; (17) and if Messiah has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are 
still in your sins. (18) Then those also who have fallen asleep in Messiah have perished. (19)  If we have 
hoped in Messiah in this live only, we are of all men most to be pitied. (20) But now Messiah has been 
raised from the dead, the first fruit(s) of those who are asleep. (21) For since by a man came death, by 
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a man also came the resurrection of the dead. (22) For as in Adam all die, so also in Messiah all shall 
be made alive.’ 
 
If we overcome and are resurrected from the dead during the first resurrection, we will rule on earth, as we are 
told in Revelation 5: 9 & 10, as follows: ‘And they sang a new song saying, “Worthy art Thou to take the 
book and to break its seals, for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for Elohim with Thy blood men 
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. (10) And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom of 
priests to our Elohim; and they will reign upon the earth.”’ If the kingdom of Elohim/heaven/Israel will be 
on earth, why do some even now believe that they are going either to heaven or to hell when they die? 
 
Leviticus 20 repeats the various laws against incest and abominable sexual practices given in chapter 18, 
using the phrase ‘uncover the nakedness’.  For example we read in verse 20, that: ‘If there is a man who lies 
with his uncle’s wife he has uncovered his uncle’s nakedness; they shall bear their sin. They shall die 
childless.’ Childless in this sense indicates that this type of sin by us, the modern day Israelites, called to be 
first-fruits, will result in the second death.  
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Leviticus 21 verse 1 to 24 verse 23 (Emor). 
 

The name of this Torah portion is Emor, meaning to ‘speak’. We read in verses 1 - 3 of Leviticus 21: ‘Then 
YHVH said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them, ‘No one shall defile 
himself for a dead person among his people, (2) except for his relatives who are nearest to him, his 
mother and his father and his son and his daughter and his brother, (3) also for his virgin sister, who is 
near to him because she has had no husband; for her he may defile himself.’”’ The priest in Israel was 
supposed to hold to a higher standard than the rest of the people, in that he was ministering the teachings of 
Elohim to them. But there are exceptions for his closest relatives only.  
 
According to Mark 7: 11 - 13, YHVH does not want religious duties to take priority over our own families, as 
follows: ‘But you say, “If a man says to his father or his mother, anything of mine you might have been 
helped by is Corban (that is to say, given to Elohim), (12) you no longer permit him to do anything for 
his father or his mother; (13) thus invalidating the word of Elohim by your tradition which you have 
handed down; and you do many things such as that.”’ The first two chapters in this Torah portion deal with 
the priests’ conduct of set-apartness, the sanctity of the offering, as well as the handling thereof. The sanctity 
of the Priest, i.e. ‘They shall be set-apart to their Elohim,’ in Leviticus 21: 6 is followed by the set-apartness 
of the offerings in Leviticus 22: 3 called: ‘set-apart gifts’.  
 
Our main focus in this Torah portion is in Leviticus 23. This chapter in Leviticus brings us to two of the keys to 
understanding the Scriptures, i.e. the Sabbath and Feast Days of Elohim. The reason why Christianity and 
others do not understand Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind, is because they believe that it is only a 
shadow of things to come (taken from Colossians 2: 16). They incorrectly believe that Yahshua nailed the 
Torah, including the Set-apart Days of YHVH to the cross (taken from Colossians 2: 14). However, Yahshua 
clearly said in Matthew 5: 17 & 18: “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not 
come to abolish, but to fulfill. (18) For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass away, from the Law, until all is accomplished.” 
 
Nonetheless, to understand this misconception better, we need to be familiar with the following two scriptural 
concepts: 

1. A type: The sacrificial laws were types and after Yahshua became the sacrifice for our sins, there was 
no longer a need for this type. Yahshua introduced new emblems when He kept the Passover 24 
hours before our Jewish brothers of His day did, as is recorded for us in 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 25, like 
this: ‘For I received from the Master that which I also delivered to you, that the Master Yahshua 
in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; (24) and when He had given thanks, He broke 
it, and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” (25) In the same 
way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”’ Since Yahshua fulfilled the Sacrificial Law, 
by becoming the sacrifice, there is no longer a need to sacrifice animals, each time we sin (transgress 
the Torah).  However, we keep the Passover with unleavened bread representing Yahshua's body, 
pierced through for our transgressions and with the wine representing His blood, which was shed for 
the forgiveness of the sins of the world. We are reconciled by His blood and are healed (physically) by 
his wounds. 

2. A shadow: A shadow points to the reality, but does not do away with it. Elohim’s Feast Days are 
shadows of things to come according to Colossians 2: 17. These Feasts Days are introduced by 
YHVH in Leviticus 23 and relates His plan of salvation for all humankind, to us. We keep these Feast 
Days yearly to rehearse Elohim’s plan of Salvation, so that we as first fruits will be able to teach the 
same as well as the rest of Torah to our siblings during Yahshua’s millennium rule. 

 
However, there are also a few additional keys that the believer needs to help him/her to better understand the 
Scriptures. The Scriptures is our manual on how to serve YHVH our Elohim and how to live peacefully with our 
fellow human beings. Even though The Scriptures is one of the most popular books in the western world, it is 
also the world’s most misunderstood book. The reason for this misconception, is that Satan and his agents are 
continually working to blind the minds of unbelievers to the truth, as we read in 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4: ‘And 
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this 
world (Satan) has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim.’ Let’s therefore consider five of the most important 
keys to help us better understand the word of Elohim, as follows:  
 

1. What is the true gospel? Christianity teaches that John 3:16, the message about the person of 
Messiah, is the true gospel: It reads like this: “For Elohim so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  This 
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indeed is part of the Good News, but there is much more to it. For example, the crux of this verse is 
summed up in the words: ‘that whoever believes in Him (Yahshua) should not perish.’   

 
What does it mean to believe in Yahshua? The answer is two-fold, namely:  

 
a.) That we should believe in what Yahshua said (taught) whilst He was on earth; and 
b.) That we should believe in His Name. The name Yahshua, in Hebrew means that He is the 

Salvation of YHVH, as it clearly says in Matthew 1: 21: “And she will bear a Son; and you 
shall call His name Yahshua, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.”  Note: 
There is wordplay in the underlined section and the meaning of His name. The name Jesus 
does not convey this meaning at all.  

 
What did Yahshua teach whilst He was here on earth? We read the true gospel as taught by Yahshua 
in Mark 1:14 – 15, as follows:  ‘And after Yochanan had been taken into custody, Yahshua came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of Elohim, and saying “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of Elohim is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”’ The message that Yahshua taught was 
the good news about the coming Kingdom of Elohim. We live in a dying world due to global warming, 
oil depletion, natural and manmade disasters and Yahshua brought us a message about a New World 
with a better future for all. The Good News about the glorious future of mankind has been Elohim’s 
plan from the beginning. It was proclaimed to King David, when he wrote about the kingdom of Elohim 
in Psalm 145: 10 – 13 as follows: “All Thy works shall give thanks to Thee, O YHVH, and Thy 
godly ones (faithful believers) shall bless Thee. They shall speak of the glory (esteem) of Thy 
Kingdom and talk of Thy power; to make known to the sons of men Thy mighty acts, and the 
glory of the majesty of Thy Kingdom. Thy Kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy 
dominion endures throughout all generations.” Daniel also knew about the coming kingdom of 
Elohim as he wrote in Daniel 7: 27: “Then the sovereignty, the dominion, and the greatness of all 
the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest 
One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey 
Him.” 

 
2. The identity of Israel:  Very few people realize that the ancient nation of Israel were divided into two 

separate nations. The kingdom of Israel comprising 10 of the original 12 tribe nation of Israel, were 
taken captive by the Assyrians and later scattered into mainly the western nations of the world. They 
became known as the lost ten tribes of Israel, since they lost their language, faith and identity. The 
other two tribes formed the kingdom of Judah, and even though they were also taken captive; they 
retained their language, culture and faith in the one true Elohim. Some of the two tribes making up the 
kingdom of Judah were later resettled in their homeland. But most importantly, in 1948, their 
descendants who were also eventually dispersed throughout the world, started resettling in the land 
which is known as Israel today. In addition few realize that a major portion of the prophecies given in 
the Scriptures about Israel and Judah, were given for our people at this end time. They pertain to world 
conditions of today and could not be understood until now. The Israelite seed of Abraham were 
European colonist from the seventeenth through twentieth centuries. The colonial powers made large 
investments and improved the lives of the people of the countries which they colonized greatly, despite 
claims to the contrary. The investments benefited all parties – which is part of the blessing of 
Abraham, with which all the nations whom Israel came in contact with, were blessed. However, every 
prophesy in the Scriptures showing where our people (Israel) will be, just prior to the second coming of 
Messiah and the coming great exodus back to Palestine, pictures them in captivity and slavery once 
again. Prophecies show how the punishment upon the western nations and in particular the USA and 
Britain, is beginning to escalade. The result will be a corrected people: The punishment will teach us 
and break our spirit of rebellion against Elohim and His word. Punishment implies correction, which in 
turn brings repentance. We need to understand that even though our nations as a whole are to be 
punished; those of us yielding at this time to accept Elohim’s correction without punishment shall be 
protected, if we turn to Him in obedience. 

 
3. Elohim’s Set-apart Days:  These Set-apart days of Elohim, reveal His plan of salvation for all 

mankind. Each one of the seven annual Set-apart Days that YHVH commanded us to keep, pictures a 
step in the process of Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind.  
a.) The Passover points towards Yahshua's sacrifice to pay the death penalty that we have incurred 

by our law-breaking (1 Corinthians 5: 7 & 8).  By His shed blood Yahshua reconciled us to the 
Father, making it possible for us to have direct access to the throne of Elohim. We believe that 
repentance, immersion in the Name of Yahshua and accepting the sacrifice of YHVH as Yahshua 
the Messiah, constitutes a covenant with YHVH. The terms of this covenant is sealed with the 
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shed blood of Yahshua the Messiah (Hebrews 9: 11 - 12 & 15) and is renewed every year when 
we partake of the Passover. 

b.) The Feast of Unleavened Bread - YHVH instructed the Israelites concerning this festival as they 
prepared to leave Egypt. For seven days we eat unleavened bread made without yeast. We 
remove all the leavening agents from our homes from the first day and eat no leavened products 
during the next seven days. On the first day we keep a set-apart convocation and also on the 
seventh day. We do not do any laborious work on these two Set-apart days, except to prepare 
food to eat, as per Exodus 12:14 - 16. The Israelites coming out of Egypt foreshadows us coming 
out of a life of habitual willful sin. Partaking of unleavened bread for seven days in our case means 
coming out of sin completely. We gladly get rid of the leaven in our homes for seven days to 
remind us of the cleansing of ourselves of false doctrines, which leads to sin. Observing the days 
of unleavened bread helps us realize our need for Yahshua in overcoming our sins. Yahshua the 
lamb of Elohim was sacrificed for the forgiveness of our sins, thus de-leavening, or cleaning our 
lives. Yahshua helps us live Torah obedient lives, through the Set-apart Spirit dwelling in us after 
our repentance and immersion into His saving name.  

c.) The Feast of Weeks/Pentecost - The Feast of Weeks is according to the JPS Jewish Bible 
(published in 1917), counted from the morrow after the first day of rest (which is the day after the 
1

st
 day of Unleavened Bread); from the day you brought the sheaf of waving, i.e. the day after the 

1
st
 Day of Unleavened Bread. Seven complete weeks are counted; even unto the morrow after the 

seventh week shall you number fifty days.  The book of Jashar quoted at least twice in The 
Scriptures, verifies this in chapter 82: 6, as follows: “And in the third month from the children of 
Yisrael’s departure from Mitzrayim, on the sixth day of it, YHVH gave to Yisrael the ten 
mitzvoth on Mount Sinai.” Pentecost always falls on the sixth day of the third month according to 
the Hebrew calendar. Even so, we are commanded to count unto ourselves, from the Days of 
Unleavened Bread to Pentecost, remembering each spiritual step that our ancestors took leaving 
behind the land of Egypt, until they reached the base of Mount Sinai to receive the Torah. The first 
Covenant including the Ten Commandments were given to Israel at Mount Sinai on Pentecost. We 
read in Acts 1 & 2, that after Messiah ascended to heaven, the Set-apart Spirit was given on the 
day of Pentecost. It is by the indwelling of the Set-apart Sprit that we are enabled to keep the 
Torah teachings of Elohim, with a Spiritual intent (Jeremiah 31: 31 - 33). Pentecost also points to 
the initial harvest of souls, a kind of first fruits unto YHVH. Romans 8: 29 speaks of Yahshua 
Messiah as the "firstborn of many brethren". We who are called now are also considered to be 
a type of first fruits, as we read in James 1: 18 as follows: "Having purposed it, He brought us 
forth by the Word of truth, for us to be a kind of first fruits of His creatures." When first fruit 
believers die, our spirits go back to the Father who gave it, during which time our Father perfects it 
in Heaven (as we read in Hebrews 12: 23). When Yahshua returns He will bring back our 
perfected spirits and will resurrect our bodies. Our bodies and souls will merge with our perfected 
spirits from heaven, and we will become kings and priests ruling under Yahshua during the 
millennium.  

d.) The Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah) – This Feast begins at the new moon on the seventh month 
and is a Set-apart convocation. It is the day that our Jewish brothers call the Head of the Year. 
This is the day where the civil New Year is counted from. The ten days of awe begins at Yom 
Teruah and ends at the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). Transliterated Psalm 81: 3 reads as 
follows: ‘Tiqu va’chodesh shofar ba’kesh le’yom chagenu’ – meaning blow the shofar at the 
moon’s renewal; at the time of concealment of our festive day. Yom Teruah is the only Feast Day 
that falls on a Rosh Kodesh or new moon. The moon is renewed immediately after the shadow of 
the earth, between the sun and the moon, covers the moon and it commences its move towards 
renewal. The renewed moon cannot be seen by the ‘naked’ eye and only becomes visible as a 
crescent moon one and a half to two days after the concealment. Yes, the new moon is in 
concealment for plus/minus 2 days (See 1 Samuel 20: 5, 27 & 34), and is only ‘watched’ to confirm 
the date for Trumpets. If Atonement will be on a Friday or a Sunday, Trumpets is moved one day 
on, ensuring that Atonement is never on a Friday or a Sunday. Concealment takes up to two days, 
which ensures that even in the event of such a postponement, Trumpets will still occur during 
concealment of the moon. We look forward with eager anticipation to the return of Yahshua the 
Messiah, for he will return at the sound of the last trumpet and the shout of the archangel. The 
blowing of trumpets was also used to call Israel to assemble together to prepare for a journey or 
for war. When Yahshua our Messiah returns to the Mount of Olives, the nations of the earth will 
gather together to fight against Him. Satan has deceived the whole world (Revelation 12: 9) and 
they will try to destroy the Messiah at His return. Satan will influence the nations to fight against 
Yahshua Messiah at His return. The feast of Trumpets also signals the resurrection of the dead in 
Messiah. Shaul wrote about this in 1 Corinthians 15: 21 - 23: "For since by man came death, by 
Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Messiah all 
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shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Messiah the first fruit(s), afterward 
those who are Messiah's at His coming." Yahshua will resurrect the first fruits, those who are 
called now, to reign with Him for a thousand years. We need to pray that Yahshua will soon return, 
to this fast deteriorating world, ushering in the Kingdom of YHVH and bringing His perfect 
government on earth as it is now in heaven. This is what the feast of Trumpets depicts and what 
Yahshua taught us to pray for in Matthew 6: 10.  

e.) The Day of Atonement is the fifth annual feast day and is considered the most Set-apart day of all 
Elohim’s Feast Days. Yahshua made atonement for us by His death on the stake and thereby 
reconciled us back to our Father YHVH. We are reminded of our carnality and how we need the 
atoning sacrifice of Yahshua, when we partake of a fast that commences on the ninth day of the 
seventh month at sun-set and ends the next day at sun-set. We do not eat or drink anything during 
this period of 24 hours. Atonement looks forward to the day when Satan will be bound and thrown 
into the bottomless pit for the duration of a thousand years. It also pictures the marriage of the 
Lamb to His Bride, chosen by His Father, at which time we will become at one (atonement) with 
Elohim. 

f.) The Feast of Tabernacles pictures the millennial rule of Yahshua our Messiah on the earth. Those 
of us called during this age, will if we make it, become first-fruits during the millennium. We will be 
resurrected when Yahshua returns, and will with those called out believers who survive until He 
returns, become kings and priests under Him and reign upon the earth for a thousand years, as 
per Revelation 5: 10 & 20: 6. We will assist Messiah to restore all things to the condition it was in, 
in the Garden of Eden. With Satan out of the way he will not be able to influence the minds of men 
to rebel against the laws that will be in force during Yahshua’s rule. These laws will be none other 
than the Torah commands that we are familiar with today. That is why we need to keep the Torah 
Commands fully at this age, so that we will be able to teach those people living during the 
millennial rule of Yahshua, to do what is right. 

g.) The Last Great Day pictures a time after the millennium when the dead who were not resurrected 
during the first resurrection, will be brought back to life. They will be given a time period during 
which they will have the opportunity to get to know Elohim, understand His teachings, repent and 
receive His Set-apart Spirit. We read in Revelation 20: 12: ‘And books were opened.’ The books 
spoken about are the books contained in The Scriptures - To understand what is being described 
here we need to turn to Luke 24: 45, where we read: ‘Then He opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures.’ This is also alluded to in Isaiah 25: 7 – 8, as follows: ‘And on this 
mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is 
stretched over all nations. (8) He will swallow up death for all time, and YHVH Elohim will 
wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His people from all the 
earth; for YHVH has spoken.’ The veil will only be destroyed when death is swallowed up. This 
will happen after the Day of Judgment. The Day of Judgment for all the billions who lived over the 
past centuries will only come after the Millennial rule of Yahshua. These people who were blinded 
in the past will have the veil, which is stretched over them, removed. Make no mistake: If these 
formerly blinded people are only to be judged by their works, many of them who were thieves, 
prostitutes, dictators and false prophets will all perish in the lake of fire. They did not ever repent 
and were not immersed as we are taught to do in Acts 2: 38. They did not study the Scriptures to 
grow in grace and knowledge, as we are taught in 2 Peter 3: 18. Nevertheless, do not be 
mistaken, the second resurrection is the resurrection of the wicked and the unsaved dead. YHVH 
our Elohim does not have double standards – the countless unsaved billions deserve to have the 
same chance that we are having. Yes, they will only be judged on what they did, after they learned 
about the Truth of YHVH our Elohim. The damnations that we read about in the Scriptures apply to 
us who are being called during this age. We are being judged during this age and if we do not 
make it, will burn to become ashes under the feet of the righteous as we read in Malachi 4: 1 - 3. 
The Scriptures will be opened to the understanding of the unsaved billions of Buddhists, Muslims, 
Shintoist and those who believed in a false messiah, who came to do away with his Fathers laws, 
both at present and in the past, after the second resurrection. This is not a second chance – since 
they were blinded by YHVH Himself (Romans 11: 32). This is truly the second harvest of human 
souls into the everlasting kingdom. YHVH is a merciful Elohim and will give all human beings a 
chance to come to repentance. He will bring the vast majority of mankind back to life and will fill 
those who willingly follow Him, with his Set-apart Spirit. In the end Yahshua will hand the kingdom 
back to the Father as it says in 1 Corinthians 15: 28: ‘And when all things are subjected to Him, 
then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, that 
Elohim may be all in all.’  
 

4. The Sabbath Day – The Sabbath command given in Exodus 20, is considered the test command. 
This is the command that Christianity and other religions refuse to obey. Obeying the Sabbath 
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commandment often results in great tests of faith, requiring that we rely totally on Elohim. But 
obedience to this command also brings great blessings, to those observing it. The main reason for 
obeying the Sabbath and the other commandments are as we read in Psalm 111: 10, as follows: ‘The 
fear of YHVH is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His 
commandments; His praise endures forever.’ 
 

5. Duality Principle in The Scriptures - there is a duality which runs throughout the Scriptures and the 
plan that YHVH is working out on the earth. We read in 1 Corinthians 15: 45: ‘So also it is written, 
“The first man, Adam, became a living soul.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.’ 
Similarly there was the original Covenant which was physical and temporal. Then there is the renewed 
Covenant which is spiritual and therefore eternal. YHVH also made man mortal from the dust of the 
ground and of the human kind; but through Messiah we may be begotten immortal, spiritual and of the 
Elohim kind. In like manner there were two phases to the promises that YHVH made with Abraham. 
YHVH made a twofold promise to Abram in Genesis 12: 2, He said: ‘And I will make you a great 
nation (a promise of race),’ ‘and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed (a promise of 
grace).’ The last promise is repeated in Genesis 22: 18: “And in your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” It is at this point where Christianity 
has fallen into error, or spiritual blindness. They do not see the two-fold promise that YHVH made to 
Abraham. They know about the Messianic promise of spiritual salvation through Messiah, but they 
miss the point that YHVH also gave Abraham the promise of physical race as well as spiritual grace. 
Most falsely assume that believers go to heaven at death. However, the promise of ‘a great nation’ 
refers to race and not the one ‘seed’, who was Messiah according to Galatians 3: 16: ‘Now the 
promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “and to seeds,” as 
referring to many, but rather to one, “and to your seed,” that is Messiah.’ Yes, we know that 
Messiah was the Son of Elohim, but also the son of Abraham.   

 
Notice carefully and understand that Israel was to become many nations. In Genesis 17: 1 - 5, we read: ‘Now 
when Abram was ninety-nine years old, YHVH appeared to Abram and said to Him, “I am Elohim 
Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless. (2) And I will establish My covenant between Me and you, 
and I will multiply you exceedingly.” (3) And Abram fell on his face, and Elohim talked with him, saying, 
(4) “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 
(5) No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I will make you 
the father of a multitude of nations.” Also notice that the promise was conditional upon Abraham’s 
obedience and blameless living. The ‘great nation’ now becomes a ‘multitude of nations’ and can definitely not 
refer to the one seed, Messiah. In verse 6 of Genesis 17 we read: “And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth from you.” There will come forth out of 
Abraham nations and kings – physical generation - multiple seed. In verses 7 and 8 of Genesis 17 we see: 
“And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be an Elohim to you and to your descendants after 
you. (8) And I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the 
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their Elohim.” The land is promised to plural 
descendants of whom YHVH is ‘their’ and not ‘his’ Elohim. Yes, the future of the great nations of the world rest 
on the promises that YHVH made to Abraham. The hope of life after death for anyone, regardless of race, is 
dependent upon the spiritual part of the promises made to Abraham – the promise of mercy and favor through 
Messiah, the ‘one seed’ of Abraham.  
 
The children of Abraham have become a multitude of nations, but lost their identity because they started 
keeping pagan holidays such as Sunday, Xmas and Easter, like the pagan nations amongst whom they lived. 
They forgot the commandments of YHVH and are no longer His people. They have also forgotten the name of 
YHVH and even though some know that Yahshua died for their sins, they do not know His real name. In 
addition they do not know that they are Israelites who should keep the Torah commands of YHVH. They 
worship a three-headed deity whom they call G-d and do not keep the Feast Days of YHVH any longer: They 
have for this reason, forgotten YHVH our Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind. This is how Satan keeps 
these Israelites from knowing their ultimate human potential - to become sons of Elohim in His everlasting 
Kingdom on earth.  
 
In conclusion we read about the perpetual light (‘ner tamid’) and the showbread in Leviticus 24. There is also a 
brief account where the name of YHVH was profaned by a man, resulting in his death by stoning.  
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Leviticus 25 verse 1 to 26 verse 2 (Behar). 
 
The Torah portion for this week is called Behar, meaning ‘on the mountain’. We commence reading verses 1 – 
4 of Leviticus 25, as follows: ‘YHVH then spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai, saying, (2) “Speak to the sons 
of Israel, and say to them, ‘When you come into the land which I shall give you, then the land shall 
have a Sabbath to YHVH.  (3) Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune your 
vineyard and gather in its crop, (4) but during the seventh year the land shall have a Sabbath to YHVH; 
you shall not sow your field nor prune your vineyard.”’ This section of the Torah focuses on the Sabbatical 
year known as the ‘shmitta’ in Hebrew.  
 
Even though it tells the farmer to stop working, we read in the first part of verse 6: ‘And all of you shall have 
the Sabbath products of the land for food.’ This tells us that like with the weekly Sabbath YHVH is our 
provider and that the community should exercise faith throughout the Sabbatical year. Nevertheless, this 
seventh year Sabbath together with the jubilee year (the 50

th
 year known as the ‘Yovel’ in Hebrew) applies only 

to the land of Israel. In the seventh year the land lays fallow, as it does every seventh year, and after the 49
th
 

year, it lays fallow a 2
nd

 year for the fiftieth year as well. The number seven means completion or perfection in 
Scriptural terms. The rest from labor is an absolute necessity both for animal and vegetable life and continuous 
crop growing will eventually deplete the land. The law of the Sabbatical year limits the number of insolvencies 
in that it allows the poor debtor to discharge his liability for debts contracted and enables him to start afresh on 
an equal footing with his neighbor. The jubilee year was the year of release of servants whose poverty had 
forced them into employment by others. In addition all property alienated to relieve poverty, was to be returned 
to the original owners without restoration of the monetary value paid in lieu of such property. 
 
We read in verse 10 of Leviticus 25: ‘You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a release 
through the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, and each of you shall return to his 
own property, and each of you shall return to his family.’ The jubilee is introduced by the sound of a ram’s 
horn throughout the land. YHVH starts the year on the first month known as Aviv in the spring in the Northern 
Hemisphere.  But, the year of the Jubilee and the year of the seventh year land Sabbath both begins on the 
tenth day of the seventh month or on the Day of Atonement. The Day of Atonement and both these days are 
very special to YHVH.  
 
YHVH does nothing without a reason. Even if due to the lack of food, we do not feel well on the Day of 
Atonement, we must never take it lightly.  There is a good reason that YHVH has made Atonement, the year of 
the Jubilee and the seventh year Land Sabbath to interconnect.  They are all about the subject of oppression, 
lack of forgiveness and greed. Once we understand why the Sabbatical year and the year of the Jubilee were 
necessary for the people of Israel, then we will understand what true fasting is. Both the Sabbatical and the 
Jubilee years have to do with release and restoration. Release of debt, release of slaves and the restoration of 
property to its rightful owners.  This Day of Atonement also connects us to Yahshua and what He expects of us 
His followers. 
 
The land Sabbath was necessary because people were enslaving other people less fortunate than themselves.  
They were doing this because of debt owed and taken out in forced labor.  This was allowed for the same 
reason that Moses allowed divorce.  Because of the hardness of the people’s hearts.  This brings us to 
poverty. Whereas the South African government has been concerned about the eradication of poverty, since 
1994, there have always been poor people in the world, including in Israel.  Has YHVH failed to provide for the 
poor?  I do not think so. YHVH is providing for the poor through their fellow human beings. YHVH gives to 
some in excess and He expects that those who have in excess to share their excess with the poor. We see 
explained in the following Scriptures how YHVH provides for the poor. Commencing in Deuteronomy 24: 19, 
like this: “When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you shall not 
go back to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow, in order that YHVH your 
Elohim may bless you in all the works of your hands.”  Continue in Leviticus 19: 9 – 10, we read: “Now 
when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very corners of your field, neither 
shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. Nor shall you glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather 
the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the needy and for the stranger. I am YHVH 
your Elohim.” We read further in James 2: 15 – 16: “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need 
of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled’ and yet you do not 
give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?” And finally in 1 John 3: 17, as follows: “But 
whoever has the world’s goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how 
does the love of Elohim abide in him?” 
 
The jubilee has to do with redemption. It is the next-of-kin’s duty to buy back a member of his family who has 
been conscripted to slavery. In the case of a Hebrew servant, he is to be released on the jubilee. In the same 
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way Yahshua our kinsman redeemer redeems us from the death penalty that we all incurred because of 
disobedience to the Torah teachings of YHVH our Elohim. We read in Leviticus 25: 18 – 22: ‘You shall thus 
observe My statutes, and keep My judgments, so as to carry them out, that you may live securely on 
the land. (19) Then the land will yield its produce, so that you can eat your fill and live securely on it. 
(20) But if you say, “What are we going to eat on the seventh year if we do not sow or gather in our 
crops?” (21) Then I will so order My blessings for you in the sixth year that it will bring forth the crop 
for three years. (22) When you are sowing the eighth year, you can still eat old things from the crop, 
eating the old until the ninth year when its crop comes in.’ It takes a tremendous amount of faith for a 
farmer to leave a piece of land unplowed for an entire year. But, we see here that if we follow the instructions 
of YHVH He will provide for us.  
 
At this time in our lives we need the faith of Yahshua to make it into the kingdom of Elohim. We read about this 
in Revelation 14: 12, as follows: “Here is the perseverance of the saints (believers) who keep the 
commandments of Elohim and the faith of Yahshua (some manuscripts read their faith in Yahshua).” Yes, 
we need to keep on believing in the Salvation of YHVH, namely Yahshua, but we need to also persevere in 
keeping Elohim’s annual and weekly Sabbaths until Yahshua returns. We need to be ever ready for the return 
of Yahshua our Messiah, as we read in Matthew 24: 44 – 47: “For this reason you be ready too; for the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. (45) Who then is the faithful and 
sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper 
time? (46) Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.  (47) Truly I say to 
you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.” We are running the final lap, if we persevere in 
obeying our Father YHVH and have faith in His salvation Yahshua, we will become rulers under Him during the 
Millennium and beyond.  
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Leviticus 26 verse 3 to 27 verse 34 (BeChukotai). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called BeChukotai, meaning ‘in My statutes’. This Torah portion forms part of the 
closing statements of the book of Leviticus. It speaks of the blessings that will be experienced by those who 
walk in Elohim’s statutes and obeys His commandments, as well as the curses of those who violate these 
teachings. We read accordingly in verses 11 – 16 of Leviticus 26: ‘Moreover, I will make My dwelling among 
you, and My soul will not reject you. (12) I will also walk among you and be your Elohim, and you shall 
be My people. (13) I am YHVH your Elohim, who brought you out of the land of Egypt so that you 
should not be their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect. (14) But if you 
do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments, (15) if, instead, you reject My statutes, 
and if your soul abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out all My commandments, and so break My 
covenant, (16) I, in turn, will do this to you: I will appoint over you a sudden terror, consumption and 
fever that shall waste away the eyes and cause the soul to pine away; also you shall sow your seed 
uselessly, for your enemies shall eat it up.” 
 
We see in verse 18 of Leviticus 26 that YHVH warned Israel that if they do not obey Him, He will punish them 7 
times more for their sins. This is in fact repeated in verse 28. We know that Israel did not obey YHVH. We are 
also aware of the fact that after the nations of Israel and Judah split, both nations were taken away in captivity. 
The kingdom of Israel were taken captive by the Assyrians and were later scattered into mainly the western 
nations of the world. They became known as the lost ten tribes of Israel, since they lost their language, faith 
and identity. The kingdom of Judah were also taken captive, but they retained their language, culture and faith 
in the one true Elohim. Ezekiel prophesied about the captivity of the house of Israel telling them that their 
captivity will last three hundred and ninety days, a day for each year. The punishment of 390 years was 
lengthened seven times the original, or 2730 years, based on Leviticus 26: 18. The captivity of the northern 
kingdom (Israel) took place during the years 721 – 718 BCE. Adding the 2730 years to that brings us to the 
time we live in at present.  
 
We read in Deuteronomy 30: 1 – 8 that there is a promise for our time, as follows: “So it shall be when all 
these things have come upon you, the blessings and the curse which I have set before you, and you 
call them to mind in all nations where YHVH your Elohim has banished you, (2) and you return to YHVH 
your Elohim and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, you 
and your sons, (3) then YHVH your Elohim will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on 
you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where YHVH your Elohim has scattered you. (4) If 
your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there YHVH your Elohim will gather you, and from 
there He will bring you back. (5) And YHVH your Elohim will bring you into the land which your fathers 
possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. 
(6) Moreover YHVH your Elohim will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants to love 
YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live. (7) And YHVH 
your Elohim will inflict all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted 
you. (8) And you shall again obey YHVH, and observe all His commandments which I command you 
today.” 
 
Chapter 27 of Leviticus deals with the laws concerning vows made to YHVH. We read in verse 1 – 4: ‘Again 
YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘When a man makes a 
difficult vow, he shall be valued according to your valuation of persons belonging to YHVH. (3) If your 
valuation is of the male from twenty years even to sixty years old, then your valuation shall be fifty 
shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary. (4) Or if it is a female, then your valuation shall be 
thirty shekels.’’’ Yahshua was sold for thirty shekels of silver, the price of a woman, which suggests that His 
was the price of His bride, since His bride was the one needing to be redeemed. In verse 26 we read that the 
first born from among the animals, which is the first-born unto YHVH, shall no man consecrate, whether it be 
ox or sheep, it belongs to YHVH. In fact this hold true for human beings as well. We further read in verses 32 – 
33: ‘And for every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be 
holy to YHVH. (33) He is not to be concerned whether it is good or bad, nor shall he exchange it, then 
both it and its substitute shall become holy. It shall not be redeemed.” Why this unconcern about whether 
the tithe of the animals are good or bad? We read in Ezekiel 20: 37 & 38: “And I shall make you pass under 
the rod, and I shall bring you into the bond of the covenant; (38) and I shall purge from you the rebels 
and those who transgress against Me; I shall bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they 
will not enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know that I am YHVH.” This reminds us of Yahshua’s own 
words in Matthew 22: 7 – 14, like this: “But the king was enraged and sent his armies, and destroyed 
those murderers, and set their city on fire. (8) Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 
those who were invited were not worthy. (9) Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you 
find there, invite to the wedding feast.’ (10) And those slaves went out into the streets, and gathered 
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together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests. (11) But 
when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw there a man not dressed in wedding 
clothes, (12) and he said to him, ‘Friend’ ‘how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ And he 
was speechless.  (13) Then the king said to his servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into 
the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ (14) For many are 
called, but few are chosen.”  
 
Like with the previous Torah portion, this tells us that if we want to be in the kingdom of Elohim, we need to do 
everything in our power to clean up our lives, as we read in Revelation 22: 14, as follows: ‘Blessed are those 
who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into 
the city.’  
 
We end this book with the blessing: Chazak Chazak V’Nit Chazak! (Be strong, be strong, and may we be 
strengthened). 
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NUMBERS 
Numbers 1 verse 1 to 4 verse 20 (Bamidbar). 

 
The book of Numbers commence ‘in the wilderness’ – transliterated as Bamidbar in Hebrew, also known as 
Numbers in English. We read in verse 1 of Numbers 1: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses in the wilderness of 
Sinai, in the tent of meeting, on the first of the second month, in the second year after they had come 
out of the land of Egypt, saying,’ The word wilderness as used in this verse simply means uncultivated land. 
It symbolizes the unknown surroundings that we come across on our way back from exile. But it also literally 
means the place of words as it comes from the same root as ‘word’ in Hebrew, namely: ‘dalet, bet, resh’ or 
dabar. So it is telling us that in this uncharted region in which we find ourselves after our exile, we need to pay 
special attention to the word(s) of Elohim. 
 
Similarly to the way in which YHVH got Moses’ attention in the wilderness in Exodus 3: 2, where the angel of 
YHVH appeared to him in the burning bush, so He wants us to listen to His word, after we come out of our 
personal Egypt or sinful ways. When we are immersed, we usually experience a great deal of pressure from 
friends, family and Satan to fall back into the sin where we come from. Even though Yahshua never sinned, we 
know from the Scriptures that this also happened to Him, our perfect example, of how to overcome our 
personal sins. We read in Matthew 3: 16 to 4: 1: ‘And after being immersed, Yahshua went up immediately 
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and He saw the Spirit of Elohim descending as 
a dove, and coming upon Him, (17) and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” (1) Then Yahshua was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.’ Our response to the temptations that come our way, should be similar to Yahshua’s 
response, when He answered Satan quoting from the Torah (Deuteronomy 8: 3), saying: “It is written, ‘MAN 
SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH 
OF ELOHIM.’” We, who are called at this time, need to obey the word of Elohim, by doing exactly what He 
says. If we refuse to obey or if we contradict (or deny) the word of Elohim, we will be driven back into the 
wilderness of sin, with all its consequences. We should familiarize ourselves with the word of Elohim, in order 
to know how to act and react, when we are tempted. 
 
The remainder of Numbers 1 has to do with numbering the sons of Israel, as we read in verse 2, as follows: 
“Take a census of all the congregation of the sons of Israel, by their families, by their fathers’ 
households, according to the number of names, every male, head by head.” The literal translation of 
‘head by head’ is ‘for their skulls’. Names in the Hebrew culture have to do with who we are, and this is how 
the ancient Israelites were taken account of. Each person had his special place in the nation. Rav Shaul 
similarly tells us that each of us who are called at this time, represent a member (or part) of the body of 
Messiah, in 1 Corinthians 12: 13 -14 & 27, in this way: ‘For by one Spirit we were all immersed into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (14) 
For the body is not one member but many. (27) Now you are Messiah’s body, and individually 
members of it.’ The census was therefore personal and individual, showing that every head (or skull) counts. 
This is perhaps why Yahshua’s death for each and every one of us on Golgotha, which means place of the 
skull(s), has a special meaning for every believer.  
 
After the census of the sons of Israel were completed and the Levites completed their duties, YHVH spoke to 
Moses and Aaron again in Numbers 2, saying in verse 2: “The sons of Israel shall camp, each by his own 
standard, with the banners of their fathers’ households; they shall camp around the tent of meeting at 
a distance (some distance away from YHVH).’ The twelve tribes of Israel were organized to inherit intimacy 
with YHVH – as structure brings intimacy. The organization to turn these Israelite nomads into a nation 
required that the tribes be formed around the tent of meeting in a special way. On the east side of the tent of 
meeting were Judah, Issachar and Zebulun; on the south side were Reuben, Simeon and Gad; on the west 
side were Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin; and on the north side were Dan, Asher and Naphtali, totaling 
603,550 in all. The Levites were not numbered at the same time, and we see in Numbers 3 that the Levites 
were to serve in the tent of meeting and to maintain the furniture in the tent of meeting. We read further in 
verses 11 – 15 of Numbers 3: ‘Again YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (12) “Now, behold, I have taken the 
Levites from among the sons of Israel instead of every first-born, the first issue of the womb among 
the sons of Israel. So the Levites shall be Mine. (13) For all the first-born are Mine; on the day that I 
struck down all the first-born in the Land of Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the first-born in Israel, from 
man to beast. They shall be Mine; I am YHVH (14) Then YHVH spoke to Moses in the wilderness of 
Sinai saying, (15) “Number the sons of Levi by their father’s households, by their families; every male 
from a month old and upward you shall number.”‘ The role of the Levites as first-born is explained in 
Numbers 3: 41 & 45, as follows: “And you shall take the Levites for Me, I am YHVH, instead of all the 
first-born among the sons of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the first-born among the 
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cattle of the sons of Israel. (45) Take the Levites instead of all the first-born among the sons of Israel 
and the cattle of the Levites. And the Levites shall be Mine; I am YHVH.” Because of the sin of the golden 
calf, YHVH gave a special place in His plan to the tribe of Levi. The tribe of Levi upheld the set-apartness of 
YHVH by slaying about three thousand men who turned from YHVH and worshipped the golden calf. 
 
Interestingly enough, after Yahshua’s resurrection and ascension to heaven the three thousand souls lost after 
the golden calf incident were recouped, as we read in Acts 2: 41, as follows: ‘So then, those who had 
received his word were immersed; and there were added that day about three thousand souls.’ We see 
here that YHVH made up the almost three thousand lost from the house of Israel, by adding about three 
thousand believing Israelites. In addition we see as the Levites took up Elohim’s call to protect His honor, 
those of us whom He brought forth by the word of truth are called at this time to become the first-fruits among 
His creatures (James 1: 18). However, we are called from the remnant of Israel, to serve YHVH. We read in 
Romans 9: 22 – 27: ‘What if Elohim, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? (23) And He did so in 
order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared 
beforehand for glory, (24) even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from 
among Gentiles. (25) As He says also in Hosea, “I WILL CALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT MY PEOPLE, 
‘MY PEOPLE’, AND HER WHO WAS NOT BELOVED, ‘BELOVED.’” (26) “AND IT SHALL BE THAT IN THE 
PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO THEM, ‘YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,’ THERE THEY SHALL BE 
CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING ELOHIM.” (27) And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, “THOUGH THE 
NUMBER OF THE SONS OF ISREAL BE AS THE SAND OF THE SEA, IT IS THE REMNANT THAT WILL 
BE SAVED.’  
 
Many of the modern day descendants of Israel have become so arrogant, that they believe that by being 
blinded to the identity of Yahshua our Jewish brothers are lost forever. But, we should not forget that Yahshua 
Himself said in Matthew 15: 24: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” This means that 
Yahshua came specifically for the lost ten tribes of Israel and not for the Jews. We like the prodigal son have 
left our heavenly Father, whilst they remained loyal to Him. However, YHVH has blinded them to the fact that 
Yahshua is the Messiah for almost 2000 years now. We read in Romans 11: 1 & 5: ‘I say then, Elohim has 
not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. (5) In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a 
remnant according to Elohim’s gracious choice.’ We, the ones being called now, are that remnant. 
Continuing in verse 7, we read: ‘What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but 
those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened.’ Then on to verse 11 and 12, as follows: 
‘I say then, they (the Jews) did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their 
transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. (12) Now if their transgression 
be riches for the world and their failure be riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment 
be!’ By blinding the Jews to Yahshua at this time, YHVH is calling the remnant from the lost ten tribes, so that 
we may provoke our Jewish brothers to jealousy, by keeping the same Sabbath, Set-apart Days, kosher and 
other Torah laws that they do.  
 
Next we read verses 17 – 21 of Romans 11: ‘But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being 
a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive 
tree, (18) do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you 
who supports the root (namely Yahshua), but the root supports you. (19) You will say then, “Branches 
were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” (20) Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, 
but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; (21) for if Elohim did not spare the natural 
branches, neither will He spare you.’  We continue in verse 23, as follows: ‘And they also, if they do not 
continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in; for Elohim is able to graft them in again.’ When will they not 
continue in their unbelief and when will they be crafted in? The natural branches that Romans 11 talks about 
are the Jewish Israelites who know that they are Israel and in fact call their nation and country by that name. 
However, they are not the only Israelites alive today. The difference is that the majority of Israelites alive today 
have lost their identity and believe that they are Gentiles. The Gentiles that Romans 11 talks about are in fact 
mostly bloodline Israelites who have lost their identity, because they were assimilated into the pagan nations in 
which they live today. Romans 11 further talks about us a remnant of those Israelites who lost their identity, 
who have now been called back to Elohim and His ways.  
 
We see an example of what will happen to our Jewish brothers when Yahshua returns in John 20, subsequent 
to His resurrection in verses 25 to 29, as follows: ‘The other disciples therefore were saying to him, “We 
have seen the Master!” But he said to them, “Unless I shall see in His hands the imprints of the nails, 
and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” (26) And 
after eight days again His disciples were inside, and Thomas with them. Yahshua came, the doors 
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having been shut, and stood in their midst, and said, “Peace be with you.” (27) Then He said to 
Thomas, “Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My 
side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.” (28) Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Master and 
my Elohim!” (29) Yahshua said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are 
they who did not see, and yet believed.” Note that Yahshua did not rebuke Thomas for calling Him Elohim, 
but said instead, that we, who have not seen Him and believe that He is our Elohim are indeed blessed.  
 
We know that this is exactly what will happen to our Jewish brothers at Messiah’s return to come and rule us 
from Jerusalem. We read accordingly in Zechariah 12: 9 – 14: “And it will come about in that day that I will 
set about to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. (10) And I will pour out on the house 
of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will 
look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and 
they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born. (11) In that day there will be 
great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the plain of Megiddo. (12) And the 
land will mourn, every family by itself; the family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by 
themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; (13) the family 
of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself, and 
their wives by themselves; (14) all the families that remain, every family by itself, and their wives by 
themselves.’  This will happen on Yom Teruah (also known as Rosh Hashanah), when Yahshua returns, 
finding our Jewish brothers observing this important Feast Day in their synagogues, with the men separate 
from their wives, as per their custom. 
 
We also read in Zechariah 12: 7: “YHVH also will save the tents of Judah first in order that the glory of 
the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be magnified above Judah.” 
Those of us called at this time together with our Torah observant Jewish brothers, who will accept Yahshua at 
His return, will possibly be the two witnesses, spoken about in Revelation 11; one a Torah observant group 
and the other, a group honoring the Set-apart Name of YHVH our Elohim

25
. We the remnant of the lost tribes 

of Israel along with the (remnant of) Torah observant Jews, are Elohim’s witnesses, as we read in Isaiah 43: 
10 – 11: “You are My witnesses,” declares YHVH, “And My servant whom I have chosen, in order that 
you may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no Elohim formed, 
and there will be none after Me. (11) “I, even I, am YHVH; and there is no savior besides Me.”  We 
together with our Jewish brothers testify about the Oneness of Elohim; that His Torah is binding forever and 
that He is our Savior. This is precisely what we read about in Romans 11: 25 - 27, as follows: ‘For I do not 
want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation; that a 
partial hardening has happened to (Jewish) Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles (those Israelites who 
think they are Gentiles) has come in; (26) and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE 
DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” (27) AND 
THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.”  We read about our Father’s 
mercy in verses 32 & 33, in this way: ‘For Elohim has shut up all in disobedience that He might show 
mercy to all. (33) Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of Elohim! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!’  
 
As part of the olive tree, we need to bear fruit, as we read in Matthew 7: 16 – 19: “You will know them by 
their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? (17) Even so, 
every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. (18) A good tree cannot produce bad 
fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. (19) Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” We need to take our calling very seriously and continue preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of Elohim to the entire world as a witness to all nations and then the end shall come, as per Matthew 
24: 14. This does not say that we need to convert anybody. However, we need to understand that by 
preaching the good news of Elohim, we will be persecuted, as we are told in Matthew 24: 9: “Then they will 
deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on account of My 
name.” Are we prepared to die for our beliefs? Yes, we are going to be persecuted for using the Set-apart 
Names of YHVH and Yahshua, as well as for obeying the Torah of Elohim.  
 
We conclude this Torah portion in Numbers 4, where we see that the Kohathites were responsible to dismantle 
the Ark of the Covenant when it was time to move on. During this procedure they had to be extremely careful 
not to look at the set-apart articles in the Ark of the Covenant, with the assistance of Aaron and his sons, as is 

                                                           
25

 We honor the name of Elohim, by obeying His Torah and not necessarily by using His name. If we use His name and yet decide for 
ourselves when to keep His Feast Days, we are dishonoring His name, as we are warned about in Malachi 2: 1 - 8. Many commentators 
say that this is specifically talking about the Jews and even though it did, because of the duality principle that runs throughout the 
Scriptures, this is talking to those modern day Israelites who contradict the word of Elohim, today. 
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recorded in Numbers 4: 19. We read in verse 20 of Numbers 4: ‘But they shall not go in to see the set-apart 
objects even for a moment, lest they die.’ In this way Aaron and his family became the keepers of their 
brothers the Kohaths. 
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Numbers 4 verse 21 to 7 verse 89 (Naso). 
 
This Torah portion is called Naso, literally meaning to ‘lift’. The census of the first few chapters of Numbers 
continues in Chapter 4 of this portion. YHVH was preparing an army to go into the Promised Land and take 
possession of it for themselves. The census also regulates that the Gershon and Merari families be required to 
take apart, transport and reassemble the Tabernacle during the Israelites travel en route to the Promised Land.  
 
Even though this portion starts off with the English word ‘take’, the Hebrew text uses the word Naso (‘noon, 
sin, alef’) which implies ‘lifting up’, since the Gershonite priests is given the burden to lift up and carry loads, 
such as the curtains of the Tabernacle. The Meraris’ census was to ensure that they load the boards of the 
Tabernacle and its bars and its pillars and sockets, as well as pillars around the court and their sockets and 
their pegs and their cords, with all their equipment and with all their service. Each man were assigned the 
items that he should carry. We see in verse 48 that all the Kohathite, Gershonite and Merari family members 
were 8 580 men between thirty and fifty years of age in total. 
 
Numbers 5, begins where YHVH commands that the sons of Israel send away from the camp every leper and 
everyone having a discharge and everyone who is unclean because of contact with a dead person. Numbers 5 
also spells out rules concerning the relationships between a husband and wife. When YHVH joins a husband 
and his wife, they share the same flesh. The Hebrew term for marriage is ‘kiddushin’ meaning sanctified or set-
apart. It implies the chastity of both husband and wife and the instructions in this Torah portion applies to both 
parties. When the groom puts the ring on his bride’s finger, he tells his bride that she is consecrated. The 
bride’s consecration means that she cannot be touched by another man. In Numbers 5: 12 – 31 this Torah 
portion deals with the Law of jealousy – If a woman is accused of adultery by her husband, and there are 
grounds for suspicion, she has a choice to either accept a divorce, or take a test involving drinking the water of 
bitterness that brings a curse. The priest shall uncover the woman’s head and shall put the jealousy offering in 
her hand. The priest will let her take an oath, that she was not unfaithful to her husband, after which he 
pronounce a curse over her and let her drink the bitter water. We read in verse 24 of Numbers 5: ‘Then he 
shall make the woman drink the water of bitterness that brings a curse, so that the water which brings 
a curse will go into her and cause bitterness.’ If the woman is guilty the water will cause her belly to swell, 
and her thigh shall rot and she shall become a curse among her people. But if she is not defiled she shall be 
free to conceive.   
 
But the woman is not forced to drink the bitter water at all. She may admit to adultery and accept a divorce. In 
fact she does not have to drink anything. She may refuse to drink the bitter water, by saying that her husband 
is a suspicious type anyway. All she has to lose is her marriage settlement – which is merely a monitory loss.  
If and when proven that the woman has transgressed her marriage vows, after having gone through the 
various rites she has to bear her iniquity. Whereas the Levites had to bear the burdens of the Tabernacle, the 
unfaithful wife had to bear her iniquity. This is how the idea of lifting comes into the law of jealousy as well as 
into the duties of the specified Levites.  
 
Yahshua our Messiah was sinless, nevertheless, let’s consider his final moments, as described in John 19: 29 
& 30, in this way: ‘A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of sour wine upon 
a branch of hyssop, and brought it up to His mouth. (30) When Yahshua therefore had received the 
sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” and He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit.’ In Hebrew ‘it is 
finished’ is transliterated as Kalah; the same word that means Bride. This essentially freed Yahshua from the 
curse of the adulterous woman (His Bride). Continuing in Romans 7: 1 – 4 we read: “Or do you not know, 
brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law (the law of an adulterous woman 
discussed in Deuteronomy 24) has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? (2) For the married 
woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from 
the law concerning the husband. (3) So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another 
man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from this law, so that she is 
not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man. (4) Therefore, my brethren, you also were 
made to die to this Law through the body of Messiah, that you might be joined to another, to Him who 
was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for Elohim.”  When we are immersed into Yahshua’s 
Name, we are immersed into His death and have been buried with Him through immersion into death, as we 
read in Romans 6: 3 & 4. Because both Yahshua and those of us who were immersed died and since He was 
resurrected from the dead, we might be joined to Him again as his bride, to bear fruit for Elohim.     
 
Numbers 6 deals with people who make a special vow, known as the Nazirite vow, to dedicate themselves to 
YHVH. A person who takes the Nazirite vow shall abstain from drinking wine, strong drink, vinegar, grape 
juice, or eating fresh grapes or raisons. He is also forbidden to cut his hair during the time of his separation. In 
addition he shall not go near a dead person during the days of his separation. But if a person dies very 
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suddenly next to the person who took the Nazirite vow, and he defiles his dedicated head of hair, then he shall 
shave his head on the day when he becomes clean; he shall shave his head on the seventh day. The next day 
he shall bring two turtledoves or two pigeons to the priest at the door of the tent of meeting. The priest shall 
offer one for a sin offering and one for a burnt offering, and make atonement for him concerning his sin 
because of the dead person. On the same day he shall consecrate his head and shall dedicate to YHVH his 
days as a Nazirite, bringing a male lamb a year old for a guilt offering; but the former days shall be void, as his 
separation was defiled.  
 
However, if the Nazirite has fulfilled his days of separation, without being defiled, he shall bring his offering to 
the doorway of the tent of meeting. He shall present one male lamb a year old, without defect for a sin offering 
and a ram without defect for a peace offering, as well as a basket of unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed with 
oil and unleavened wafers spread with oil, along with their grain offerings and libations. The priest shall present 
them before YHVH, after which the Nazirite shall shave his beard and hair at the doorway of the tent of 
meeting and take it and put it on the fire which is under the sacrifice of peace offerings. The priest shall take 
the ram’s shoulder when it has been boiled, and one unleavened cake and one unleavened waver, and shall 
put them on the hands of the Nazirite, after he shaved his dedicated hair. Then the priest shall wave them as a 
wave offering before YHVH. It is set-apart for the priest, together with the breast offered by waving and the 
thigh offered by lifting up. After this the Nazirite may drink wine.  
 
There are many believers in Yahshua our Messiah, who insist that He had long hair, because they believe He 
took a Nazirite vow. Since Messiah was reared in the town of Nazareth in the land of Galilee, the word 
‘Nazirite’ is sometimes erroneously connected with the place where He lived. As Elohim in the flesh Yahshua 
led a perfect life while in human form, it was not necessary for Him to make a specific vow to be of special 
service. There is no record of Yahshua having taken a Nazirite vow anywhere in the Scriptures and if He did, it 
would definitely be recorded as such for us. Instead we read what He said about Himself in Luke 7: 33 & 34, as 
follows: “For Yochanan the Immerser has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you say, ‘He 
has a demon!’ (34) The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous 
man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gathers and sinners!” In addition Yahshua would not have had long 
hair, as He inspired Rav Shaul to write in 1 Corinthians 11: 14 and the first part of verse 15, in this way: ‘Does 
not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, (15) but if a woman 
has long hair, it is a glory to her?’  Yahshua is our High Priest as we read in Hebrews 7 & 8, especially in 
verse 24 of Hebrews 7: ‘But He, on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His priesthood 
permanently.’  And verse 1 of Hebrews 8, as follows: ‘Now the main point in what has been said is this: 
we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens.’ We read in Ezekiel 44 about the Levitical priests, the Sons of Zadok, during the millennium rule of 
Yahshua the Messiah.  We see that they will not have long hair, in verse 20, as follows: “Also they shall not 
shave their heads, yet they shall not let their locks grow long; they shall only trim the hair of their 
heads.” From these Scriptures the pictures of Yahshua wearing shoulder-length locks of hair are not 
consistent with what the word of YHVH said to be appropriate hair for men to wear.  
 
Yahshua was a Nazarene, reared in Nazareth, but never a Nazirite. Messiah did not live by the rules of a 
Nazirite, as He drank wine (as is recorded in Luke 5: 29 & 30 and Matthew 11: 18 & 19) and ‘healed’ the dead, 
by touching or getting near to them, doing so (as is recorded in John 12: 1 and Mark 5: 38 – 42). If He truly 
was a Nazirite, this would have meant that He would have broken the Nazirite vow and sinned. If Messiah 
sinned even once, He could not have become our Savior, as we read in 2 Corinthians 5: 20 – 21, as follows: 
‘Therefore, we are ambassadors for Messiah, as though Elohim were entreating through us; we beg 
you on behalf of Messiah, be reconciled to Elohim. (20 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, that we might become the righteousness of Elohim in Him.’  
 
We see that the phrase ‘lift’ appears again in the Priestly blessing given in Numbers 6: 22 – 27, as follows: 
‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (23) “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall 
bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: (24) YHVH bless you, and keep you; (25) YHVH make 
His face shine on you, and be gracious to you; (26) YHVH lift up His countenance on you, and give you 
peace.’ (27) “So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and I then will bless them.”’ The whole 
blessing is read in the second person singular, indicating that each individual member of the nation is being 
blessed. Verse 26 in Hebrew reads: ‘yisa YHVH panav.’ What is the meaning of ‘yisa’? The root word is naso, 
meaning to lift, rise up, or to magnify. Even though the priest does the blessing, only YHVH provides the power 
required to bring us in a right relationship with Him, through Yahshua our Messiah who brings about change in 
us through the Set-apart Spirit.  
 
Numbers 7 is devoted to the offerings brought to the dedication of the Tabernacle with all its furnishings and 
the altar and all its utensils, by the leaders or princes of the tribes – those who are lifted up.  We end reading 
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the last part of verse 88 and verse 89, as follows: ‘This was the dedication offering for the altar after it was 
anointed. (89) Now when Moses went into the tent of meeting to speak with Him, he heard the voice 
speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the testimony, from between the two 
cherubim, so He spoke to him.’ This was YHVH talking to Moses from between two cherubim, as He 
promised in Exodus 25: 22, saying to Moses: “And there I will meet with you; and from above the mercy 
seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about 
all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Torah portions Page 116 
 

Numbers 8 verse 1 to 12 verse 16 (B’eha’lotcha). 
 
The literal translation of this Torah portion is ‘When you raise’. The English translation of Numbers 8: 1 & 2 is 
as follows: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Speak to Aaron and say to him, ‘When you mount 
the lamps, the seven lamps will give light in front of the lampstand (the Menorah).’” This Torah portion 
starts off with a short commandment regarding the maintenance of the Menorah which is found in the Set-apart 
place.  
 
The Menorah is one of the historical symbols of Judaism and was made from pure gold. The Menorah pictures 
the Set-apart Days of Elohim, in accordance with the Hebrew calendar, as depicted below: 
 
The word of Elohim frequently uses word pictures to call the reader’s attention to understanding Elohim’s truth 
and purposes for mankind. In the next topic discussed in Numbers 8, YHVH tells Moses to take the Levites 

from amongst the Israelites and 
cleanse them. After they cleaned 
themselves up, they went in to 
perform their service in the tent of 
meeting before Aaron and his sons. 
The Levites started serving at the age 
of twenty five and retired from their 
duties at the age of fifty. This 
sanctification of the Levites in 
Numbers 8 had to do with keeping the 
Passover, for those unable to 
celebrate it on its given date in 
Numbers 9. 
 
We read in verses 1 - 3 of Numbers 9: 
‘Thus YHVH spoke to Moses in the 
wilderness of Sinai, in the first 
month of the second year after they 
had come out of the land of Egypt, 
saying, (you will notice that Numbers 
9 seems to be out of sequence here, 
since we read in Numbers 1 that 
YHVH spoke to Moses on the first of 
the second month, in the second year 

since the Israelites left Egypt – this shows that Torah is not always a sequential account of what happened to 
our forefathers in the wilderness). (2) “Now, let the sons of Israel observe the Passover at its appointed 
time. (3) On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall observe it at its appointed time; you 
shall observe it according to all the statutes and according to all its ordinances.”’  We see in the next 
two verses that the Israelites did as YHVH commanded them through Moses. 
 
In verse 6 to 14 of Numbers 9, we are given the details of the second Passover, which may be taken by people 
who could not partake of the normal Passover, because they were either on a journey or were considered 
unclean at the time of the Passover, because of a dead person

26
. They may then partake of a second 

Passover to be observed in the second month on the fourteenth day at twilight. This Passover is observed in 
exactly the same way as the Passover observed on the fourteenth of the 1

st
 month. However we notice that if 

those who did not keep the first Passover, neglects to keep the second Passover, they shall bear their own sin. 
When we repent and are immersed into Yahshua’s saving Name, our acceptance of Messiah Yahshua 
constitutes a covenant with YHVH -  the terms of which is sealed with the shed blood of Yahshua the Messiah 
(as per Hebrews 9: 11 - 12 & 15) and is renewed every year when we partake of the Passover. 
There are some believers in Yahshua, who insist that because, as they believe He took a Nazirite vow, He 
could not partake of the last Passover before His death on the cross (or impalement tree). Others say that He 
could not partake of the Passover, since He became the Passover lamb that died for the sins of the world, at 
the time when the Jews of His day slaughtered their Passover lambs. However, we know that Yahshua was a 
law keeper and He did not come to do away with the Law, as He said in Matthew 5: 17, “Do not think that I 
came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.” The word ‘fulfill’ here 
means to complete, as we see in the rest of Matthew 5, where Yahshua shows that the Torah is to be obeyed 

                                                           
26

 If at the time of the Passover a family member died and you had to bury your next of kin, you will be considered Scripturally unclean. 
You may therefore only partake of the second Passover, exactly a month later than the normal Passover on the 14

th
 of Aviv.  
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with the spiritual intent, meaning that He came to make it (Torah) more binding, as explained (for example) in 
Matthew 5: 27 & 28, as follows: “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 
ADULTERY’; (28) but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed 
adultery with her already in his heart.”  We also see that Yahshua did not abolish the Sabbath command as 
some claim, but as is recorded in Luke 4: 16: ‘(And) He came to Nazareth where He had been brought up; 
and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read.’ Yahshua did 
not only keep the letter of the law by not working on the Sabbath, but He also kept the spiritual intent by 
attending Sabbath services, in the synagogue. As explained in Torah portion Naso, there is no record of 
Yahshua having taken a Nazirite vow anywhere in the Scriptures and if He did, it would have been recorded as 
such: Instead we read what He said about Himself in Luke 7: 33 & 34, as follows: “For Yochanan the 
Immerser has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you say, ‘He has a demon!’ (34) The 
Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man, and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax-gathers and sinners!” 

We know that Yahshua definitely kept the Passover, as He instructed His disciples to go to a certain man’s 
house to tell him that they will keep the Passover in his house, as is recorded in Mark 14: 14. Yahshua was 
obedient to Torah and we may say with Scriptural authority that He would not have neglected keeping the final 
Passover. We know that Yochanan the Immerser referred to Yahshua as the Lamb of YHVH, who takes away 
the sins of the world. If Yahshua did not partake of the Passover prior to His death, he would have broken the 
commandment given in Numbers 9: 13, as follows: ‘But the man who is clean and is not on a journey, and 
yet neglects to observe the Passover, that person shall then be cut off from his people, for he did not 
present the offering of YHVH at its appointed time. That man shall bear his sin.’  If indeed Yahshua 
sinned by not partaking of the Passover, He would not have been a perfect Passover lamb and we would still 
be in our sin. But, we know that according to Elohim’s plan of salvation, a small part of Him became ‘the man’ 
Yahshua, which He purposed to die for the sins of the world.  In addition we read in Mark 14: 23 – 25: “And 
when He had taken a cup, and given thanks, He gave it to them; and they all drank from it. (24) And He 
said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. (25) Truly I say to you, I 
shall never again drink (meaning that He must have drunk it at this time) of the fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new in the Kingdom of Elohim.”  We also know that in Judaism, if you give thanks for 
something you will also partake of it. The Passover was part of the Sacrificial Laws, which Yahshua came to 
fulfill. He instituted new symbols on the night during which He was betrayed for us to remember His death by, 
until He returns. Yahshua kept the Passover like the Israelites did on the evening of the 14

th 
of Aviv, which 

starts as the 13
th
 of Aviv comes to a close. This is what Rav Shaul recorded for us in 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26, 

as follows: ‘For I received from the Master that which I also delivered to you, that the Master Yahshua in 
the night in which He was betrayed took bread; (24) and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and 
said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” (25) In the same way He took 
the cup also, after supper, saying, “This is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you 
drink it (once a year), in remembrance of Me.” (26) For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Master’s death until He comes.’ 

In the remainder of Numbers 9, we read a description of the cloud covering and its function along the Israelites’ 
journey in the wilderness. Sometimes the cloud cover remained a few days over the Tabernacle according to 
the command of YHVH. Sometimes the cloud remained from evening until morning and then lifted in the 
morning, when the Israelites would move out. Sometimes it would lift at night time, indicating that the Israelites 
should move. We read in Numbers 9: 23: ‘At the command of YHVH they camped, and at the command of 
YHVH they set out; they kept (YHVH)’s charge, according to the command of YHVH through Moses.’ In 
Numbers 10 some more instructions are added regarding two silver trumpets, used to assemble the leaders of 
the camp of Israel; to pitch the camp; to move on; to ready the Israelites for war; or to remind the nation about 
the New Moons and Feast Days of Elohim. In verses 11 - 13 of Numbers 10, we read: ‘Now it came about in 
the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth of the month, that the cloud was lifted from 
over the tabernacle of the testimony; (12) and the sons of Israel set out on their journeys from the 
wilderness of Sinai. Then the cloud settled down in the wilderness of Paran. (13) So they moved out for 
the first time according to the commandment of YHVH through Moses.’ Commandment here means 
‘word’ or literally the ‘mouth’ of YHVH. The word ‘through’ in verse 13 means ‘direction’ or literally the ‘hand’ of 
Moses. They obeyed the ‘mouth’ of YHVH through the ‘hand’ of Moses. It was a test of faith to trust Moses’ 
judgment that it was time to move, and this time the Israelites passed the test.  
 
The Talmud refers to Numbers 10: 35 & 36 as a separate book. By making these two verses as a separate 
book in itself, the book of Numbers consist of three separate books, i.e. Numbers 1 – 10: 34, Numbers 10: 35 – 
36 and Numbers 11: 1 – 36: 13. This would make a total of seven Torah books, which is based on Proverbs 9: 
1, as follows: “Wisdom has built her house, She has hewn out her seven pillars.” Therefore the Torah 
based on seven pillars is seen as the ultimate wisdom.  In Numbers 11: 1 we read: ‘Now the people became 
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like those who complain of adversity in the hearing of YHVH: and when YHVH heard it, His anger was 
kindled, and the fire of YHVH burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.’ 
The people cried out to Moses and he prayed to YHVH and the fire died out. So they called the name of the 
place Taberah, or burning. Continuing in verse 4, we read: ‘And the rabble who were among them had 
greedy desires; and also the sons of Israel wept again and said, “Who will give us meat to eat?”’ The 
word rabble here refers to those who are not totally part of the community. However, their attitude spread to 
the heart of the camp. These people had no excitement for a while: they did not have the miracles they 
experienced when they left Egypt and became bored. In addition they focused on the things that they did not 
have any longer. It is much like us; we always want to be entertained and as soon as we get bored we start 
complaining. Those of us, who come from other religions, miss the many friends we had in church and the 
programs they had for our children, but we forget that we now have a better understanding of the word of 
Elohim and about who we are. Instead of complaining we need to learn to thank YHVH for calling us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light.  
 
The Israelites wanted more than the manna that YHVH provided for them, so they complained and Moses 
became displeased with them. He asked YHVH why He was so hard on the people and why should he 
(Moses) alone carry the people of Israel. In verse 16 of Numbers 11, we read: ‘YHVH therefore said to 
Moses, “Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the 
people and their officers and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with 
you. (17) Then I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit who is upon you, 
and will put Him upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so you shall not 
bear it alone.” These seventy elders represent the first-fruits called out at our time to become Spirit beings at 
Yahshua’s return, when we are resurrected, to rule under Him during the Millennium.  
 
After this a wind went forth from YHVH and brought quails from the sea, and let it fall all around the camp, 
about two cubits deep on the surface of the ground. And the people spent all day and all night gathering the 
quails and spread them out for themselves all around the camp. However, we read in verse 33 & 34 of 
Numbers 11: ‘While the meat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the anger of YHVH was 
kindled against the people, and YHVH struck the people with a very severe plague. (34) So the name of 
that place was called Kibroth-hattaavah (the graves of greediness), because there they buried the people 
who had been greedy.’ Only the greedy people died – those who went out of the camp to collect the quails 
that were on the outskirts of the camp. 
 
In Numbers 12 we see that Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman that he 
had married. They questioned the fact that YHVH spoke through Moses alone. In fact our Jewish brothers 
hold, that the fact that YHVH appointed 70 elders to assist Moses resulted in this attack against Moses. Our 
Jewish brothers also correctly say that Zipporah was actually a Midianite woman, the daughter of a Midianite 
Priest named Jethro, as may be read in Exodus 2: 16 – 22. In addition they (our Jewish brothers) say the word 
Cushite here refers to her beauty. Moses’ wife’s beauty was as obvious to all, as the blackness of a Cushite is 
obvious to all. We see in verse 3 of Numbers 12, that Moses was a very humble man, more humble than any 
man on the face of the earth. Next we see that YHVH intervenes for Moses and calls him, Aaron and Miriam to 
come before Him. We read in verses 6 -8: ‘He (YHVH) said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet 
among you, I, YHVH, shall make Myself known to him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream. (7) 
Not so, with My servant Moses, he is faithful in all My household; (8) With him I speak mouth to mouth, 
even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of YHVH. Why then were you not afraid 
to speak against My servant, against Moses?”’ Moses saw the form of Elohim, the visible image of the 
invisible Elohim, the word who became flesh and was named Yahshua, meaning the salvation of YHVH. YHVH 
departed and when the cloud had withdrawn over the tent, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. However, 
Moses cried out to YHVH. YHVH told Moses that Miriam had to dwell outside the camp for seven days before 
she will be healed.  The people did not move on whilst waiting for Miriam. When Miriam returned to the camp 
the people moved out from Hazeroth and camped in the wilderness of Paran. 
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Numbers 13 verse 1 to 15 verse 41 (Sh’lach Le’Cha). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Sh’lach Le’Cha, meaning to ‘send on your behalf’. We read in Numbers 13: 
1 & 2: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Send out for yourself men so that they may spy out the 
land of Canaan, which I am going to give to the sons of Israel; you shall send a man from each of their 
fathers’ tribes every one a leader among them.”’ This was into the second year that the Israelites were 
wandering in the wilderness and it became time for them to get a feel for what their future home will be like. 
Twelve leaders from each of the tribes of Israel were chosen to see what the land of Canaan is like. We find 
that Caleb the son of Jephunneh was chosen from the tribe of Judah and Hoshea the son of Nun was chosen 
for the tribe of Ephraim. However, we see in verse 16 of Numbers 13, that Moses changed Hoshea’s name to 
Joshua, as follows: ‘These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land; but Moses 
called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua.’ 
 
The question is will the twelve leaders see the land of Canaan the way YHVH sees it, or will they bring an evil 
report of what they see? We read from verse 18 to the first part of verse 20 of Numbers 13 what Moses 
expected from the 12 leaders, as follows: “And see what the land is like, and whether the people who live 
in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or many. (19) And how is the land in which they live, is it 
good or bad? And how are the cities in which they live, are they like open camps or with fortifications? 
(20) And how is the land, is it fat or lean? Are there trees in it or not? Make an effort then to get some 
of the fruit of the land.” We see in verses 22 to 24 what these 12 men saw in the land which they spied out, 
like this: ‘When they had gone up into the Negev, they came to Hebron where Ahiman, Sheshai and 
Talmai the descendants of Anak were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) (23) 
Then they came to the valley of Eschol and from there cut down a branch with a single cluster of 
grapes; and they carried it on a pole between two men, with some of the pomegranates and the figs.’ 
We see that upon their return after spying out the land for forty days, they showed the people the fruit of the 
land, telling them that it was indeed a land flowing with milk and honey. But, they also proceeded to tell the 
people that the nations who live in the land are strong and their cities are large and fortified. They continued in 
this vane, saying that the sons of Anak, who were giants, also lived in the land. At this point Caleb quieted the 
people before Moses and said (as recorded in verse 30): “We should by all means go up and take 
possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it.” 
 
But, the other men who had gone up, warned that the people are far too strong for the Israelites and they gave 
Israel a bad report of the land that they spied out. Continuing in Numbers 14, we see that the Israelites lift up 
their voices and cried all night and the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron, saying to them in 
verses 2 & 3 of Numbers 14: “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in 
the wilderness! (3) And why is YHVH bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our 
little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” Moses and Aaron were 
most disappointed, and at this point both Joshua and Caleb tore their clothes, saying (in verses 7 – 9 of 
Numbers 14): “The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. (8) If YHVH is 
pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it to us – a land which flows with milk and 
honey. (9)  Only do not rebel against YHVH; and do not fear the people of the land, for they shall be our 
prey. Their  protection has been removed from them, and YHVH is with us; do not fear them.” But, the 
congregation wanted to stone these two men and at this point the glory (Shechinah) of YHVH appeared in the 
tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel. YHVH was most displeased with the behavior of the people and told 
Moses in verse 12: “I will smite them with pestilence and dispossess them, and I will make you (meaning 
Moses) into a nation greater and mightier than they.” However, Moses interjected, saying that the 
Egyptians will come to hear about YHVH who brought the people of Israel out of Egypt and will tell the 
inhabitants of Canaan that YHVH could not bring them into the land, which He swore to them by oath, but 
slaughtered them in the wilderness. Moses also begs that YHVH pardon the iniquity of the people, according to 
the greatness of His loving-kindness.  
 
We read in verses 20 to 24 of Numbers 14, YHVH answering Moses, saying: “I have pardoned them 
according to your word; (21) but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of YHVH. (22) 
Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the 
wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice,  (23) shall by 
no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it. 
(24) But my servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring 
into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it.” Then YHVH told the 
congregation to set out to the wilderness by the Red Sea. He tells Moses and Aaron to tell the people that their 
corpses shall fall in the wilderness, all the men from twenty years and over, because they grumbled against 
Him. However, YHVH again tells Moses that Caleb and Joshua and their children will settle in the land. He also 
informs Moses that the children of Israel shall be shepherds for forty years, until their corpses lie in the 
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wilderness. However, we see that when Moses told the sons of Israel what YHVH said they mourned saying 
they acted foolishly and will now go up into the promised land. However as YHVH warned, the Amalekites and 
the Canaanites who lived in the hill country came down and beat the sons of Israel down as far as Hormah.  
 
We see that this incident is also mentioned in the Renewed Covenant to warn those of us called out at this 
time, to remain faithful to the end, in Hebrews 3: 14 – 19 and 4: 1, 2, 6  – 11, as follows: ‘For we have 
become partakers of Messiah, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end; (15) 
while it is said, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY 
PROVOKED ME.” (16) For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who 
came out of Egypt led by Moses? (17) And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with 
those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? (18) And to whom did He swear that they 
should not enter His rest (the promised land), but to those who were disobedient? (19) And so we see 
that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.”’ (1) ‘Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise 
remains of entering His rest (the millennium rule of Yahshua), any one of you should seem to have come 
short of it. (2) For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they 
heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. (6) Since therefore it 
remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to them failed to enter 
because of disobedience, (7) He again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying, through David after so long 
a time just as has been said before, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR 
HEARTS.” (8) For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that. 
(9) There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of Elohim. (10) For the one who has entered 
His rest has himself also rested from his works, as Elohim did from His. (11) Let us therefore be 
diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.’  This is 
saying that the Sabbath is still applicable to us today, but it is also saying that those of us who remain faithful in 
Torah observance will make it into the kingdom, as kings and priests, under Yahshua during his Millennium 
rule. We need to believe the good news of the coming kingdom of Elohim and repent from breaking the 
commandments of Elohim (which is what sin is), and return to full Torah obedience. 
 
We read in Numbers 15: 15 that the same Torah is applicable to natural born Israelites as well as those aliens 
who sojourn with them, as follows: ‘As for the assembly, there shall be one statute for you and for the 
alien who sojourns with you, a perpetual statute throughout your generations; as you are, so shall the 
alien be before YHVH’ This is very similar to what we read in Isaiah 56: 6 & 7, like this: “Also the foreigners 
who join themselves to YHVH, to minister to Him, and to love the name of YHVH, to be His servants, 
everyone who keeps from profaning the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant: (7) Even those I will 
bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; for My house will be called a house of prayer for all the 
peoples.”  We also read In Numbers 15: 33 about a man who violated the Sabbath. We see that when they 
asked what should be done to this man, YHVH told Moses to put him to death, by stoning. In the light of what 
we read in the book of Hebrews, this should be a severe warning to us. However, we might not be stoned to 
death for breaking the Sabbath command at this time, but we could lose our position in the kingdom of Elohim, 
as well as die the second death. Next we read in Numbers 15: 37 – 39: ‘YHVH also spoke to Moses saying, 
(38) “Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves tassels (tzitzit) on 
the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of 
each corner a cord of blue. (39) And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the 
commandments of YHVH, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart and after your own 
eyes, after which you played the harlot.”’ We see that these tassels must be worn in such a way, that they 
may be seen. In addition we see from Deuteronomy 22: 12 that the tassels must be part of a garment used to 
cover ourselves, as follows: “You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of your garment with 
which you cover yourself.” The tzitzit may be attached to the four corners of a garment worn inside or 
outside. However, it must be attached to a garment, made from material and covering part of the body – a 
typical example is a tallit katan; a garment with fringes at each corner.  Each of the four tassels must according 
to the command have at least one chord of blue (transliterated as techelet in Hebrew) – showing that we are 
royalty. However, the Techelet, a small sea creature to be found in the Mediterranean Sea, used to make the 
specific color of blue, has according to the Rabbinical Jews, become very rare (or are even extinct) at present. 
It is for this reason that the Jews wear pure white tzitzit at this time.  
 
Women may wear tzitzit, but If a woman wears tzitzit, it must be worn as part of the clothing that she uses to 
cover her head with, such as a shawl or scarf and not as the garment worn by men, as we are warned about in 
Deuteronomy 22: 5, as follows: ‘A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, nor shall a man put on a 
woman’s clothing; for whoever does these things is an abomination to YHVH your Elohim.’  The tzitzit is 
worn to remind us to keep the commandments of Elohim. We see in Matthew 9: 20 – 22 that Yahshua used to 
wear tzitzit, as follows: ‘And behold, a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve 
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years, came up behind Him (Yahshua) and touched the fringe of His cloak (outer garment NASB), (21) for 
she was saying to herself, “if I only touch His garment, I shall get well.” (22) But Yahshua turning and 
seeing her said, “daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.” And at once the woman was 
made well.’ Notice in Matthew 23: 5, Yahshua said that the religious leaders broaden their phylacteries and 
lengthen their tassels to make it more visible to others, but He did not say that they should not wear them any 
longer, did He? As Nazarene Israelites, Yahshua should always be held up as our example. Ask yourself, did 
Yahshua wear tzitzit? Was Yahshua immersed? Was Yahshua circumcised? Let us therefore determine to 
follow the Master Yahshua as the perfect standard of YHVH, by which we need to measure ourselves. 
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Numbers 16 verse 1 to 18 verse 32 (Korah). 
 

This Torah portion is called Korah; it is the account of the treason of the son of a Levite named Korah and his 
rebellious cohorts. We read in verse 1 of Numbers 16: ‘Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the 
son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took 
action.’ 
 
We all understand that the way of YHVH is a way of giving and sharing, as opposed to that of Satan and the 
world - which is in essence a way of get. We notice from the quoted verse that Korah who ‘took’ was one of 
those people in the world who are simply out to get, usually something that they don’t have. I am certain that 
most of us know people in both categories mentioned. Korah was much like Satan, who rebelled against 
YHVH when He wanted to make himself like the most High, as we read in Isaiah 14: 12 – 14 (KJV

27
), as 

follows: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down to the 
ground, which didst weaken the nations! (13) For thou hast said in thine heart, ‘I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars

28
 of G-d:  I will sit also upon the mount of the 

congregation, in the sides of the north: (14) I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like 
the most High.’” Like Satan who influenced a third

29
 of the angels to follow him in his rebellion, Korah 

influenced, those mentioned in verse one, but also a total number of 250 men to join him in his rebellion 
against Moses and Aaron.  
 
Korah and his followers made up of 250 leaders of Israel, chosen in the assembly, men of renown challenged 
the authority of Moses and Aaron, saying to them in verse 3 of Numbers 16: “You have gone far enough, for 
all the congregation are set-apart, every one of them, and YHVH is in their midst; so why do you exalt 
yourselves above the assembly of YHVH?” Obviously Moses was shocked to hear Korah’s accusation. He 
therefore challenges Korah and his followers to a test to prove their authority, by letting Elohim choose the 
appropriate leader for the congregation. In verse 12 - 15 of Numbers 16, we read: ‘Then Moses sent a 
summons to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab; but they said, “We will not come up. (13) Is it not 
enough that you have brought us up out of the land flowing with milk and honey to have us die in the 
wilderness, but you would lord it over us? (14) Indeed, you have not brought us into a land flowing 
with milk and honey, nor have you given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Would you put out 
the eyes of these men? We will not come up!’ At this point Moses really became angry and said to YHVH in 
verse 15: “Do not regard their offering! I have not taken a single donkey from them, nor have I done 
harm to any of them.” Moses also instructs Korah and his men to take firepans and put incense on it, and tell 
them to each bring a censor before YHVH. He also told Aaron to do likewise.  
 
The next morning Korah assembled the entire congregation at the doorway of the tent of meeting. Then YHVH 
spoke to Moses and Aaron saying (in verse 21): “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that 
I may consume them instantly.” So Moses and Aaron fell on their faces, saying to YHVH (in verse 22): “O 
Elohim, Thou Elohim of the spirits of all flesh, when one man sins, wilt Thou be angry with the entire 
congregation?”  Next YHVH tells Moses to move the congregation away from Korah and his men. Moses 
obeys YHVH and said to the congregation in verse 28 - 30 of Numbers 16: “By this you shall know that 
YHVH has sent me to do all these deeds; for this is not my doing. (29) If these men die the death of all 
men, or if they suffer the fate of all men, then YHVH has not sent me.  (30) But if YHVH brings about an 
entirely new thing and the ground opens its mouth and swallow them up with all that is theirs, and they 
descend alive into Sheol, then you will understand that these men have spurned YHVH.” When Moses 
finished speaking, the earth opened up and swallowed Korah and his men, with all their households and their 
possessions. The nation fled at the outcry of Korah and his cohorts and then fire also came forth from YHVH 
and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering the incense. After this YHVH told Moses to tell 
Eleazar the son of Aaron, that he should take up the censers out of the midst of the fire as they are set-apart. 

                                                           
27

 I quote from the King James Version to make it clear that Isaiah 14 is talking about Lucifer, who is Satan the devil; because there are 
some who assert that this is in fact talking about Adam. A second witness is found in Luke 10: 18, where Yahshua said to the seventy 
that He sent out ahead of Him to every city where He Himself was going to go, as follows: “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning.” 
28

 We know that the stars of Elohim as used in the Scriptures, refer to angels, as is explained in Revelation 1: 20, in this way: ‘As for the 
mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands; the seven stars are the angels of the 
seven ecclesia, and the seven lampstands are the seven ecclesia.’   
29

 We read in Revelation 12: 3 – 4 & 9, ‘And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his head were seven diadems. And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to the 
earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour the 
child.  (9) And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was thrown down to earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.’ The quoted section also serves as a 3

rd
 witness to 

the fact that Isaiah 14 is indeed talking about Satan. 
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In addition Moses told him to take the censors and let them be made into hammered sheets for a plating of the 
altar, since they are set-apart and shall be a sign to the sons of Israel. Eleazar obeyed and made an altar as a 
reminder to the sons of Israel that no layman who is not of the descendants of Aaron, should come near to 
burn incense before YHVH, that he might not become like Korah and his company – just as YHVH had spoken 
to him through Moses. Like I said in Torah portion Shemini, we should not ever burn incense before YHVH. 
 
However, this initial outburst triggered another challenge from the sons of Israel, when they grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron, saying in verse 41 of Numbers 16: “You are the ones who have caused the death of 
(YHVH)’s people.” Next the congregation assembled against Moses and Aaron, and they turned to the tent of 
meeting. Afterward the cloud covered the tent of meeting and the glory of YHVH appeared. When Moses and 
Aaron came to the tent of meeting YHVH spoke to Moses saying that they should get away from the 
congregation, so that He may consume the congregation. However, Moses instructed Aaron to quickly take his 
censor and put fire from the altar in it and burn incense on it, thus making atonement for the congregation, for 
the wrath of Elohim has gone forth from YHVH and a plague started. Aaron did as Moses told him and took his 
stand between the dead and the living, and so the plague was checked. However, we see that 14 700, besides 
Korah and his men, died by the plague.  
 
Continuing in Numbers 17, we see that YHVH has now gained the attention of the nation, He tells Moses to 
take the rods of all the leaders according to their father’s households and write their names on their rods. 
YHVH also tells Moses to write Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi. Then YHVH tells Moses to deposit the rods in 
the tent of meeting in front of the tent of meeting, saying that it will come about that the rod of the man whom 
YHVH chooses will sprout. Moses did as YHVH told him and the next day, he saw that Aaron’s staff not only 
sprouted buts, but also bear flowers and almonds. Moses brought the rods out in the presence of YHVH 
showing it to all the sons of Israel. Each man took his rod, but YHVH instructed Moses to put Aaron’s rod 
before the Ark to bear testimony, to be kept against the rebels that they may put an end to their grumblings 
against YHVH, so that they should not die.  
 
This should also serve as a warning to  those of us whom YHVH has called out of the world, to follow Him, not 
to entertain thoughts of rebelling against Him. As much as Yahshua chose His own disciples, we know that 
one of them were chosen to betray Him. Similarly are some who follow Him, appointed for condemnation, as 
may be deduced from the parable of the dragnet recorded in Matthew 13: 47 – 50, as follows: “Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; (48) and when it 
was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down, and gathered the good fish into containers, 
but the bad they threw away. (49) So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth and 
take out the wicked from among the righteous, (50) and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” An explanation of this may be read in Jude verses 3 & 4, as 
follows: “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the 
necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints (called out believers). (4) For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who 
were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our 
Elohim into licentiousness and deny (contradict) our only Master Yahshua Messiah.” Rav Shaul puts it 
like this in 1 Corinthians 11: 19: ‘For there must also be factions among you, in order that those who are 
approved may have become evident among you.’  A point to remember is that the Israelites were at that 
time observing the Sabbaths (weekly and annual), the Kosher food laws and the other commandments of 
YHVH. Rav Shaul wrote about them in Romans 9: 31 - 33, as follows: ‘But Israel pursuing a law of 
righteousness, did not arrive at that law. (32) Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as 
though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, (33) just as it is written, “BEHOLD, I 
LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM 
WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.’ Rav Kepha talking about Yahshua says in 1 Peter 2: 8: ‘And, “A STONE OF 
STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, 
and to this doom they were also appointed.’  
 
It is as simple as that, if we are disobedient to the word, after we have been called, we will not make it into the 
kingdom of Elohim. We read in 2 Timothy 2: 11 – 15: ‘It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him 
(in immersion), we shall also live with Him; (12) if we endure, we shall also reign with Him; if we deny 
Him, He also will deny us; (13) if we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself. (14) 
Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of Elohim not to wrangle 
about words, which is useless and leads to the ruin of the hearers. (15) Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to Elohim as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of 
truth.’ How do we deny or contradict Yahshua the word of Elohim? By saying for example that: the Sabbath 
starts at any other time as we are told in the Scriptures. According to Genesis 1: 5, the first day of the week 
starts in the evening like indeed the Sabbath and any other day of the week does. Leviticus 23 verses 27 & 32, 
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confirms that the 10 day of the seventh month (The Day of Atonement) also starts on the ninth day of the 
month at evening and lasts until the tenth day at evening. This is similar to the seventh day Sabbath and any 
other day.  In addition we read in Nehemiah 13: 19 that the Sabbath starts in the evening after it grows dark. If 
we argue that the Scriptures talk about the Sabbath day as if the day part of the Sabbath is what is Set-apart, 
we are merely wrangling about words and could lead people astray. Similarly, we as Israelites may not declare 
a feast day unto YHVH, since Judah is Elohim’s Lawgiver, as we read in Psalm 60: 7; they have the Oracles of 
Elohim, according to Romans 3: 1 - 4 and Romans 9: 4 and are therefore responsible for the calendar. They 
are presently running the small country in the middle-east called Israel, according to the same calendar. YHVH 
is pleased with their calendar as we read in Nahum 1: 15, ‘Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who 
brings good news, who announces peace! “Celebrate your feasts, O Judah; pay your vows. For never 
again will the wicked one pass through you; he is cut off completely.’ 
 
The main theme of this Torah portion is contained in the idea, that YHVH enters a covenant of salt with Aaron, 
his sons and the Levites. The covenant of salt essentially implied that Aaron and the Levites were to influence 
the people, not the other way round. Similarly those of us who are called out at this time, are called the salt of 
the earth by Yahshua in the first part of Matthew 5: 13, saying: “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt 
has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” We are supposed to show people in the world how to keep 
the Torah with a spiritual intent. If we turn back to where we come from, we will have lost our saltiness and will 
be good for nothing. The covenant of salt is spelled out in Numbers18, where YHVH tells Aaron and the 
Levites that they shall serve in the tent of meeting and offer up sacrifices to YHVH. We read in verses 20 to 24 
of Numbers 18: ‘Then YHVH said to Aaron, “You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor own any 
portion among them; I am your portion and your inheritance among the sons of Israel. (21) And to the 
sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service 
which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting. (22) And the sons of Israel shall not come near 
the tent of meeting again, lest they bear their sin and die.  (23) Only the Levites shall perform the 
service of the tent of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity; it shall be a perpetual statute 
throughout your generations, and among the sons of Israel they shall have no inheritance. (24) For the 
tithe of the sons of Israel, which they offer as an offering to YHVH, I have given to the Levites for an 
inheritance; therefore I have said concerning them, ‘They shall have no inheritance among the sons of 
Israel.’” However, we read further that the Levites had to give a tithe of the tithe that they receive to Aaron the 
priest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Torah portions Page 125 
 

Numbers 19 verse 1 to 22 verse 1 (Chu’kat). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called Chu’kat, meaning the ‘statutes of’. This Torah portion deals with five 
different topics. We commence in Numbers 19: 1, and read to verse 9 to try and understand the first topic: 
‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses and Aaron saying, (2) “This is the statute of the law which YHVH has 
commanded saying, ‘Speak to the sons of Israel that they bring you an unblemished red heifer in 
which is no defect, and on which a yoke has never been placed. (3) And you shall give it to Eleazer the 
priest, and it shall be brought outside the camp and be slaughtered in his presence. (4) Next Eleazer 
the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of its blood toward the front 
of the tent of meeting seven times. (5) Then the heifer shall be burned in his sight: its hide and its flesh 
and its blood, with its refuse, shall be burnt. (6) And the priest shall take cedar wood and hyssop and 
scarlet (scarlet was the color red which was obtained from a red or crimson worm or maggot of the fly) 
material, and cast it into the midst of the burning heifer. (7) The priest shall then wash his clothes and 
bathe his body in water, and afterward come into the camp, but the priest shall be unclean until 
evening. (8) The one who burns it shall also wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and shall be 
unclean until evening. (9) Now a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and deposit 
them outside the camp in a clean place, and the congregation of the sons of Israel shall keep it as 
water to remove impurity; it is purification from sin.’ The ashes of the red heifer was to be used for 
purifying from sin.  
 
Reading the remainder of Numbers 19, we see that the water (ashes obtained from the red heifer) was used to 
purify anyone who touches a corps of a person. Such a person is regarded to be unclean for a period of seven 
days and has to purify himself on the third day after he touched the corpse and again on the seventh day, then 
he shall be clean. The Torah of the red heifer is an ordinance which is not fully understood, yet fully binding, 
known as a Chuk. There are a number of Chukim (plural of Chuk) in the Scriptures which even though we do 
not understand are binding upon us. One of these is the law that we shall not wear a garment made from two 
different fabrics. Even though we do not understand the logic behind this law, there are many lessons to be 
learnt from obeying the same. One such lesson is found in Amos 3: 3, where we read: ‘Do two men walk 
together unless they have an appointment?’ This is essentially saying that we cannot walk together with 
people who keep the appointed times or Feast Days at different times to us; or that a believer cannot 
fellowship with an unbeliever. The wearing of tzitzit is to remind us to obey the commandments and is 
therefore not a Chuk, because we know the reason for wearing it.  
 
The lesson about the red heifer is very specific, in that the heifer had to be female (a cow), between two to 
three years old, with no blemish upon it: its hide should only be covered in red hairs and its hooves and horns 
should also be red. In addition it had to be an animal on which a yoke has never been placed. We see that the 
person who burns the heifer becomes unclean and has to wash his clothes and bathe himself after performing 
the ritual. But we see that the ash obtained from the burned out heifer is used for purification.  What is the 
reason for this strange law?  We see that the ashes of the heifer is used for the purification of people who 
came into contact with dead people. Real cleansing or healing comes from YHVH, but in this case the 
substance obtained from the thing causing them to be unclean, is used for purification. This ritual deals with 
death, which we know separates us from Elohim. When we come in contact with the dead, it separates us from 
YHVH, who is Set-apart. We also know from reading the first part of Romans 6: 23, that ‘(For) the wages of 
sin is death.’  The lesson behind the ritual of the red heifer was to warn the Israelites to keep away from sin, 
as it leads to (the second) death. We saw in Torah portion B’ehe’Lothca in Numbers 9, that a person who 
came in touch with a dead person, could not partake of the first Passover kept on the fourteenth day of the 1

st
 

month at twilight. Such a person could only partake of the second Passover, kept exactly a month later, 
because he was considered unclean because of contact with a dead person.   
 
The red heifer which had to be unblemished, reminds us of Yahshua, who like the Passover lamb, had to be 
without sin (or unblemished), to be able to take away the sins of the world. Messiah is the one who takes away 
our sins and even though it is red like scarlet, He washes us to be white as snow, as we read in Isaiah 1: 18, 
as follows: “Come now, and let us reason together,” says YHVH, “Though your sins are as scarlet, they 
will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool.”  We keep the 
Passover annually as a memorial to Messiah’s death, using wine as the new (or renewed) covenant in His 
blood, which was shed for the forgiveness of our sins. We eat the unleavened bread, representing his body. 
Like the ashes of the red heifer, used for healing, began by defiling the people preparing it, so even though we 
are forbidden in Torah to consume blood, we are cleansed by the blood of Messiah, as He said in John 6: 53 – 
56: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have 
no life in yourselves. (54) He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him up on the last day. (55) For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. (56) He who eats My 
flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me and I in him.” We know from reading about the Passover in Mark 
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14, that the unleavened bread that we eat at Passover represents His body and that the wine that we drink at 
that time, represents His blood. We are commanded in the Torah not to eat the blood of the clean animals that 
we slaughter for food, since  imbibing the same will result in us taken on the nature of such an animal. But by 
partaking of the Passover wine, which represents Yahshua’s blood, we take in of Yahshua’s nature.  After all, 
we do not keep the Torah to be saved, because Yahshua already died for us, we keep Torah to show our faith 
in Him. Our obedience to Torah does not save us, but we show our faith, by our works, as we read in James 2: 
26, as follows: ‘For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.’   
 
In Numbers 20 we read about the second topic of this week’s Torah portion. We notice that the children of 
Israel came to the wilderness of Zin, in the first month and that Miriam died there. We see further that there 
was no water there and the people assembled against Moses and Aaron. They repeated their complaints as in 
previous instances, asking in verse 4 & 5 of Numbers 20: “Why then have you brought (YHVH)’s assembly 
into this wilderness, for us and our beast to die here? (5) And why have you made us come up from 
Egypt, to bring us in to this wretched place? It is not a place of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, 
nor is there water to drink.” Then Moses and Aaron went to the doorway of the tent of meeting and fell on 
their faces and the glory of YHVH appeared to them. Then YHVH told Moses to take his staff; to let the people 
assemble and to speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may yield water. So Moses took the rod as YHVH 
commanded and he and Aaron gathered the people before the rock. Then in verse 10 of Numbers 20, Moses 
said to the Israelites: “Listen now you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?” Then 
Moses lifted his hand and hit the rock twice with his rod and water came out and the people and their animals 
drank. Then YHVH spoke to Moses saying: “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as set-apart 
in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have 
given them.” We see that because Moses became impatient with the people and did not do exactly as YHVH 
told him, he was not allowed access to the land of Canaan. In fact Moses made as if he was the one giving the 
water to the Israelites. However, this should be a warning to all of us not to become impatient with weaker 
members in our midst. We should also be mindful to do exactly as we are told in the Torah of YHVH and not 
try and find reasons not to obey certain commandments. Talking about our fathers in the wilderness Rav Shaul 
tells us that the rock from which they drank was Yahshua as we read in 1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 4, like this: ‘For I 
do not want you to be un-aware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea; (2) and all were immersed into Moses in the cloud and in the sea: (3) and all ate the 
same spiritual food; (4) and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from the spiritual 
rock which followed them; and the rock was Messiah.’ We read in verse 13 (of Numbers 20) a second time 
that those were the waters of Meribah (as we have in Torah portion Beshalach in Exodus 17), because the 
sons contended with YHVH, and He proved Himself set-apart among them. 
 
We move onto the next topic in verse 14 of Numbers 20, where Moses approaches the Edomites, to seek their 
compassion, asking that they allow the Israelites to pass through their land. He promises that they will not 
touch anything on their way, until they have reached the end of the Edomites’ territory. However, the king 
refused. The sons of Israel asked a second time to pass through the land of the Edomites, promising that if 
their animals should drink any of its water, they will pay for it. However, the Edomites refused a second time to 
let the Israelites pass through their land. The Israelites moved on and came to Mount Hor, where YHVH spoke 
to Moses and Aaron, telling them that Aaron will die there. So Moses in obedience to YHVH took Aaron and 
his son Eleazer up Mount Hor where he took off Aaron’s garments and put it on Eleazer, after which Aaron 
died. Moses and Eleazer came down from the mountain and when the sons of Israel saw that Aaron died, they 
wept for him for thirty days.  
 
Following the death of Aaron on Mount Hor, we read in Numbers 21, that: when the Canaanite king heard that 
Israel is coming by the way of Atherim, he fought against Israel and took some of them captive. However, we 
see that Israel made a vow with Elohim, saying in verse 2 of Numbers 21: “If Thou wilt indeed deliver this 
people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.” We see that YHVH heard the voice of Israel 
and delivered them from the Canaanites. We read in the last part of verse 3: ‘Thus the name of the place 
was called Hormah (meaning a devoted thing or, destruction).’ The next topic is found in verses 4 – 9 of 
Numbers 21. We read in verse 4: ‘Then they set out from Mount Hor by the way of the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; and the people became impatient because of the journey.’ Again they spoke 
against Elohim and Moses, saying in verse 5: “Why have you brought us up out of the land of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water and we loathe this miserable food (meaning the 
manna).” This is when YHVH sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so that many died.  
The people then told Moses that they sinned and asked him to intercede for them, to remove the serpents. 
YHVH instructed Moses to make a fiery serpent out of bronze and put it on a pillar (or standard) and when the 
people look upon this serpent they shall live, even if they were bitten by the serpents. Moses did as instructed 
and the people who were bitten by the serpents lived when they looked upon the bronze serpent. Again, like in 
the case with the red heifer, we see that the very cause of the problem amongst the Israelites became the 
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cure. This bronze serpent put on a pillar also represented Yahshua who was impaled for the sins of the world: 
consequently, if we accept Him as our personal Savior and after immersion into His saving name, start obeying 
the commandments of Elohim,  we shall have eternal life, as we read in John 3: 14 & 15, as follows: “And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; (15) that 
whoever believes may in Him have eternal life.” 
 
We read in verse 17 & 18 of Numbers 21, that the Israelites sang this song: “Spring up, O well! Sing to it! 
(18) The well, which the leaders sank, which the nobles of the people dug, with the scepter and their 
staffs.” This song was obviously aimed at Moses (and Aaron) who obtained water for the people using their 
staffs. Israel moved on asking Sihon the king of the Amorites if they could pass through his land, but he 
refused and he gathered his people and attacked the children of Israel. Israel struck them with the edge of the 
sword and took possession of their land and we read in verse 31 that Israel lived in the land of the Amorites. 
Then Moses sent out spies to spy out the land of Jazer and they captured its villages and dispossessed the 
Amorites living there. The people continued on, but Og the king of Bashan went out to battle against Israel. 
Nevertheless, YHVH told Moses that Israel should not fear, as He will deliver them into their hands. So they 
killed the king and possessed his land.  
 
We conclude in Numbers 22: 1, where we read: ‘Then the sons of Israel journeyed, and camped in the 
plains of Moab beyond the Jordan opposite Jericho.’ Here we find the people of Israel opposite the 
entrance of the promised land again, but as we will see in the next Torah portion, they will not enter the land of 
Canaan, yet. 
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Numbers 22 verse 2 to 25 verse 9 (Balak). 
 

This week’s Torah Portion is named after Balak the king of Moab of that time. We commence the Torah portion 
in verses 2 & 3 of Numbers 22, where we read: ‘Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done 
to the Amorites. (3) So Moab was in great fear because of the people, for they were numerous; and 
Moab was in dread of the sons of Israel.’ Balak heard how the Israelites killed the Amorite king and his 
people and was trying to find a way to destroy the apparently unstoppable Israelites. He decides that he 
cannot fight them with military force and send messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor with fees to 
hire this highly acclaimed pagan prophet to come and curse the people of Israel, so that he may defeat them 
and drive them out of the land. 
 
When these elders came to Balaam, they asked Him to curse the nation of Israel on behalf of Balak. From 
reading the next few verses we see that Balaam is a prophet who converses with the Elohim of Israel, even 
though he does not follow the Torah of Elohim. He asked the elders of Moab and Midian to spend the night, 
because as he said, he will bring back word to them if YHVH the Elohim of Israel will speak to him. The elders 
agree to stay over with Balaam. We read in verse 9 of Numbers 22: ‘Then Elohim came to Balaam and said, 
“Who are these men with you?”’ Balaam tells YHVH that Balak the king of Moab sent word to him, about the 
Israelites who came out of Egypt and now covers the land, asking that he curses the Israelites, with a view to 
drive them out of the land.  We read what YHVH said to Balaam in verse 12 of Numbers 22, as follows: “Do 
not go with them; you shall not curse the people; for they are blessed.” Balaam obeys and the next 
morning tells Balak’s leaders to go back to their country, because YHVH refused to let him go with them. 
 
So the leaders of Balak went back to their land and told Balak that Balaam refused to come with them. Balak 
therefore send more leaders, more distinguished than the former to convince Balaam to come with them, 
saying they will honor him richly if he will come and curse the Israelites. However, Balaam answered Balak’s 
servants that he will not come against YHVH his Elohim’s will, even if they give him a house full of silver and 
gold. Note at this point Balaam also calls YHVH his Elohim. But Balaam tells Balak’s servants to stay over that 
night, so that he may find out what else YHVH will say to him.  We see in verse 20 of Numbers 22: ‘And 
Elohim came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men have come to call you, rise up and go with 
them; but only the word which I speak to you shall you do.”’ The next day Balaam arose and saddled his 
donkey and went with Balak’s men to Moab. We see that Elohim was angry because Balaam was going with 
the men and the angel of YHVH took a stand against Balaam and his two servants as an adversary against 
him. The donkey saw an angel standing in the way with his sword drawn in his hand; the donkey turned from 
the way and went into the field. 
 
However Balaam struck the donkey to turn back. Then the angel stood in the path with a vineyard on the one 
side and a wall on the other side. The donkey seeing the angel in the way, pressed against the wall and in the 
process pressed Balaam’s foot against the wall. Balaam struck the donkey again. So the angel went and stood 
where there was no way to turn. When the donkey saw the angel, she lay down under Balaam, and he struck 
her once again. At this point YHVH opens the donkey’s mouth and she said to Balaam in verse 28: “What 
have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” Balaam is not even surprised at the 
miracle that his donkey spoke to him, but answers the donkey, saying in verse 29: “Because you have made 
a mockery of me! If there had been a sword in my hand I would have killed you by now.” In verse 30, the 
donkey said to Balaam: “Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I 
ever been accustomed to do so to you?” And he (Balaam) said “No.”’ At this point YHVH opens Balaam’s 
eyes and he saw the angel of YHVH standing in the way with his sword drawn and he bowed all the way to the 
ground.  Balaam was so greedy to receive honor from Balak that he was too blind to see a miracle from YHVH 
happening right before his eyes. The angel questioned Balaam and he admits that he sinned, promising to turn 
back. But we read in verse 35 what the angel of YHVH said to him, in this way: “Go with the men, but you 
shall speak only the word which I shall tell you.” So Balaam went with the men and upon hearing that 
Balaam is on his way Balak went to the border of Arnon.  Upon arrival Balak said to Balaam in verse 37: “Did I 
not urgently send to you to call you? Why did you not come to me? Am I really unable to honor you?” 
But we see that Balaam answers saying in verse 38: “Behold, I have come now to you! Am I able to speak 
anything at all? The word that Elohim puts in my mouth, that I shall speak.”  
 
Balaam went with Balak and we begin to see his greedy nature, as the increased reward that Balak offered 
him, was actually beginning to appeal to him. He tells Balak to build seven altars for him, and to prepare seven 
bulls and seven rams for him. Balak who wanted the Israelites to be cursed obeys and he and Balaam offers 
up a bull and a ram on each altar. He then tells Balak to stand beside his burnt offering whilst he goes, saying 
that perhaps YHVH will come and whatever He shows him, he will tell Balak. Balaam went to a bare hill and 
YHVH tells him to return to Balak, so he went and stood next to Balak and all the leaders of Moab and said (as 
is recorded in verse 7 – 10 of Numbers 23): “From Aram Balak has brought me, Moab’s king from the 
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mountains of the East, ‘come curse Jacob for me, and come, denounce Israel!’ (8) How shall I curse, 
whom Elohim has not cursed? And how can I denounce, whom YHVH has not denounced? (9) And I 
see him from the top of the rocks, and I look at him from the hills; behold, a people who dwells apart, 
and shall not be reckoned among the nations. (10) Who can count the dust of Jacob, or number the 
fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the upright, and let my end be like his!” Balak realized that 
Balaam actually blessed the sons of Israel; however, Balaam tells Balak that he could not help himself, as he 
had to be careful to say only what YHVH puts in his mouth to say about Israel.  
 
Again Balak took Balaam to another place to curse the people of Israel for him. He took Balaam to the field of 
Zophim and again built seven altars and offered up a bull and a ram on each altar. So Balaam tells Balak to 
stand beside his burnt offerings, while he will meet YHVH some distance away.  When Balaam returned and 
Balak asked him what YHVH said, Balaam said (the words recorded in verses 18 to 24 of Numbers 23): 
“Arise, O Balak and hear, give ear to me, O son of Zippor! (19) Elohim is not a man, that He should lie, 
nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will 
He not make it good? (Do you realize what this means? Whatever YHVH promised the children of Israel, He 
will do! This means that eventually He will honor the promise made in Deuteronomy 30: 4; to gather us from 
the ends of the earth and bring us back to the land which He promised us through Abraham!) (20) Behold, I 
have received a command to bless; when He has blessed, then I cannot revoke it. (21) He has not 
observed misfortune in Jacob; nor has He seen trouble in Israel; YHVH his Elohim is with him, and the 
shout of a king is among them. (22) Elohim brings them out of Egypt, He is for them like the horns of 
the wild ox. (23) For there is no omen against Jacob, nor is there any divination against Israel; at the 
proper time it shall be said of Jacob and to Israel, what Elohim has done. (24) Behold, a people rises 
like a lioness, and as a lion it lifts itself, it shall not lie down until it devours the prey, and drinks the 
blood of the slain.” Balak asks Balaam to stop, as he realizes that Balaam was actually blessing Israel. Again 
Balaam tells Balak that he may only speak what YHVH tells him to say.  Next Balak took Balaam to the top of 
Peor and again build seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each alter. We read in Numbers 24, that 
when Balaam saw that it pleased YHVH to bless Israel, he did not go as before to seek omens, but set his face 
toward the wilderness and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe and the Set-apart Spirit of YHVH came upon him 
and he continued to bless Israel again.  
 
We see that Balaam realized that he was powerless against YHVH the Elohim of Israel. He also realized that 
because YHVH blessed the nation of Israel through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that he is powerless to try and 
curse them, as Elohim will not allow anyone to pronounce a curse over them. Finally Balaam pronounced 
another blessing over Israel, which included a vision of the star of the Messiah that came forth from Jacob, as 
recorded in Numbers 24: 17, like this: “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; a star shall 
come forth from Jacob, and a scepter shall rise from Israel, and shall crush through the forehead of 
Moab, and tear down all the sons of Sheth (tumult).” But, as we continue on in Numbers 25 we see that 
even though Balak was unsuccessful to get Balaam to make the nation fall, due to his trying to curse them, 
they did fall, because of the lust of the flesh. We read in Numbers 25 that when Israel stayed at Shittim, the 
people began to play the harlot with the daughters of Moab, who invited them to the sacrifices of their gods. 
The people ate and bow down to the pagan gods of the Moabites, including Baal-peor and YHVH became 
angry with the people of Israel. So YHVH said to Moses in verse 4 of Numbers 25: “Take all the leaders of 
the people and execute them in broad daylight before YHVH, so that the fierce anger of YHVH may turn 
away from Israel.” Moses obeyed and instructed the judges of Israel, as we read in verse 5 of Numbers 25, 
saying: “Each of you slay his men who have joined themselves to Baal of Peor.” At this same time one of 
the sons of Israel brought a Midianite woman in full sight of Moses and the sons of Israel, whilst they were still 
weeping at the doorway of the tent of meeting. When Phinehas the son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron saw it, he 
got up from the midst of the people, taking a spear in his hand; he went into the tent of the man and pierced 
both the man and woman through their bodies, effectively checking the plague and those who died by the 
plague were 24,000. 
 
Were it not for the quick action of Phinehas, the plague might have slain countless more. The actions of 
Balaam and his dealings with the king of Moab had a lasting effect on the Israelites, but also on Renewed 
Covenant believers. The Moabites became the enemy of YHVH and therefore also of Israel, as we read YHVH 
saying in Deuteronomy 23: 3 – 6, as follows: “No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter the assembly of YHVH; 
none of their descendants, even to the tenth generation, shall ever enter the assembly of YHVH, (4) 
because they did not meet you with food and water on the way when you came out of Egypt, and 
because they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you. (5) 
Nevertheless, YHVH your Elohim was not willing to listen to Balaam, but YHVH your Elohim turned the 
curse into blessing for you because YHVH your Elohim loves you. (6) You shall never seek their peace 
or their prosperity all your days.”  We read in the Renewed Covenant where Rav Kepha warns those who 
have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, in 2 Peter 2: 1 – 
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3, 15, 16, 20 & 21, like this: ‘But false prophets (like Balaam who knew Elohim, but did not obey His Torah) 
also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
introduce destructive heresies, even denying (or contradicting) the Master

30
 who bought them, bringing 

swift destruction upon themselves. (2) And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the 
way of truth will be maligned; (3) and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their 
judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. (15) Forsaking the right way, 
they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, son of Beor, who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness, (16) but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, 
speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. (20) For if after they have 
escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Master and Savior Yahshua Messiah, 
they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the 
first. (21) For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having 
known it, to turn away from the holy (set-apart) commandment delivered to them.’ Those who do not 
know the way of Elohim, will be brought back to life during the second resurrection, in time for the Great White 
Throne Judgment. At that time YHVH will open their minds to His truths and will give them understanding. 
Those of them who willingly accept Yahshua as their personal savior, will be filled with the Set-apart Spirit and 
be given salvation in Elohim’s everlasting kingdom. But those who will not accept Yahshua, will be burnt with 
the wicked to become ashes under the feet of the righteous (as per Malachi 4: 1). There is no second chance 
and this will be the first chance for those not called during this age, to be saved. But, those of us called during 
this age are having our only chance of salvation at this time. We read accordingly in Hebrews 10 : 26 & 27:  
‘For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins, (27) but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and THE FURY OF A FIRE 
WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.’  
 
Balaam is a perfect example of an unscrupulous man who even though Elohim at times spoke to him, 
preferred to seek his own personal gain. We read further about him in Revelation 2: 14, where Yahshua tells 
Rav Yochanan to write to the angel of the ecclesia in Pergamum, saying amongst other: “But I have a few 
things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching 
Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit 
acts of immorality.” Yes, there are even today teachers who teach people to commit acts of immorality: 
Some teach that it is ok to have more than one spouse, whilst, even though other are not teaching immorality 
in the flesh, they teach either a different gospel, or strange ideas about the calendar, the starting times of the 
Sabbath and the Set-apart Name of YHVH in order to make believers stumble. They are deceived and are 
deceiving many believers to follow their deception. The sons of Israel stumbled, whilst they were bracing 
themselves from an attack by Moab: As soon as they thought that they were successful in that Balaam could 
not curse them, they were blindsided and were overcome by their appetites and lustful passions. Phinehas’ 
action saved the Israelite nation from total annihilation and it is for this reason that the next Torah portion is 
named after him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
30

 An example are those anti-Semitic groups who teach that Yahshua did not say the words recorded in Matthew 23:1 – 3, as follows: 
‘Then Yahshua spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the 
chair of Moses: therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things, and do 
not do them.”’ 
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Numbers 25 verse 10 to 29 verse 40 (Pinchas). 
 

This week’s Torah portion is called Pinchas, the Hebrew transliterated name of Phinehas the son of Eleazer, 
the son of Aaron the priest. We read in verses 10 & 11 of Numbers 25: ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses, saying, 
(11) “Phinehas the son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My wrath from the sons 
of Israel, in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the sons of 
Israel in My jealousy.” In verses 12 & 13 YHVH says: “Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give him My covenant of 
peace; (13) and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a covenant of a perpetual priesthood, 
because he was jealous for his Elohim, and made atonement for the sons of Israel.’” 
 
In the previous Torah portion we saw how Phinehas slew the son of an Israelite leader of the tribe of Simeon 
and a Midianite woman, thus stopping the plague that killed twenty four thousand among the children of Israel. 
By so doing Phinehas made atonement for the sons of Israel and brought an end to the plague. In addition we 
read in Psalm 106: 28 – 31: ‘They joined themselves also to Baal-peor, and ate sacrifices offered to the 
dead. (29) Thus they provoked Him to anger with their deeds; and the plague broke out among them. 
(30) Then Phinehas stood up and interposed; and so the plague was stayed. (31) And it was reckoned 
to him for righteousness, to all generations forever.’ The Simeonite Leader’s name was Zimri and the 
Midianite woman’s name was Cozbi. She was the daughter of Zur, who was head of the people of his father’s 
household in Midian. We know from the previous Torah portion that it was clearly the intention of the Moabite-
Midianite coalition to lead the children of Israel astray. 
 
YHVH gave Phinehas this covenant of peace (shalom in Hebrew), thus making a covenant with him and his 
descendants after him that they will hold the office of priest (or Cohen) forever. We see that a similar blessing 
was given to our great father in the faith Abraham in Genesis 12: 1 – 3, as follows: ‘Now YHVH said to 
Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land 
which I will show you; (2) and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 
great; and so you shall be a blessing; (3) and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ Balak wanted to curse 
Abraham’s children the Israelites and we saw in the previous Torah portion that it resulted in a major curse for 
the Ammonite and Midianite people, as recorded in Deuteronomy 23: 3 – 6. Do we believe the blessings that 
YHVH gave Abraham? Do we realize that if we bless Israel, including Judah, we will also be blessed? Yes, the 
blessing includes both the Jews and us, the remnant of called out Israelites, who like Isaac are children of 
promise. However, there are some Nazarene/Messianic Israelite and like-minded believers who are so anti-
Semitic that they will not accept that Judah is even today, the lawgivers of YHVH (Psalm 60: 7). They maintain 
that the Oracles of Elohim was removed from Judah because of their unbelief.  But we know that YHVH does 
not lie and cannot change as we read in Malachi 3: 6: “For I, YHVH do not change; therefore you, O sons 
of Jacob, are not consumed.” In addition, we read in Romans 3: 3 & 4: ‘What then? If some did not 
believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of Elohim, will it? (4) May it never be! Rather, let 
Elohim be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, “THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE 
JUSTIFIED IN THY WORDS, AND MIGHTEST PREVAIL WHEN THOU ART JUDGED.”’ Even thinking evil of 
a true fellow Israelite or Jew could result in us cursing ourselves.  
 
South Africa used to be an Israelite country and the Israelites as well as the other inhabitants of this country 
were blessed by the blessings of Abraham. Our country produced the most gold and diamonds in the world. 
However, things have changed and most very productive mines are going bankrupt or are closed down. Like in 
the UK and the USA the blessings of Abraham are fast becoming a thing of the past as in South Africa. It is 
time to start praying earnestly for the kingdom of Elohim to come, as Yahshua taught us in Matthew 6: 9 – 13.  
 
Cozbi the woman Phinehas pierced through together with Zimri, was a Midianite woman. According to Genesis 
25: 2, Midian was Abraham’s son by his second wife Keturah. We see further that Moses also married a 
Midianite woman named Zipporah, the daughter of Jethro. The Midianite people were aware of the Elohim of 
Israel, as we’ve seen with both Balaam and Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law. This is why the judgment that YHVH 
pronounced upon them was so much more severe. We read in Numbers 25: 16 – 18: ‘Then YHVH spoke to 
Moses saying, (17) “Be hostile to the Midianites and strike them; (18) for they have been hostile to you 
with their tricks, with which they have deceived you in the affair with Peor, and in the affair of Cozbi, 
the daughter of the leader of Midian, their sister who was slain on the day of the plague because of 
Peor.” This passage emphasizes the deceptive way of life of the Midianite people. In the beginning of this 
Torah portion, the word jealous and its derivative jealousy are repeated a number of times. Jealousy is a word 
which is especially related to a marriage relationship. We know that Elohim is depicted in the Scriptures as 
Israel’s husband. We also know that Elohim says that He is a jealous Elohim.  Because Phinehas was jealous 
for Elohim’s love, he killed Zimri who was unfaithful to Israel and Elohim, together with Cozbi, when they 
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provoked Phinehas to jealousy. The word slay or slain appears a number of times in verses 14 – 18. Phinehas 
as (an agent of) the ‘jealous husband’ slew both Zimri and Cozbi and thus stayed the wrath of ‘divine’ jealousy.    
 
Those of us who are called out of the world to become priests under Yahshua in the coming kingdom of 
Elohim, have to be like Phinehas, jealous (or rather zealous) for YHVH. We who are presently being trained to 
become priests (teachers) in the world tomorrow should not shirk our responsibility.  It is our duty to warn the 
people of Elohim about their transgressions, as we read in Isaiah 58: 1, as follows: “Cry loudly, do not hold 
back; raise your voice like a trumpet, and declare to My people their transgression, and to the house of 
Jacob their sins.” Every person that YHVH calls is important to Him and no one of us are beyond correction. 
YHVH wants each and every one of us to be ready to take action when there is a need to do so. Are we going 
to do what YHVH requires of us, or are we going to make excuses for not doing so? Are we going to defend 
the helpless amongst us? Are we going to correct those who make coarse jokes?  Are we going to point out 
those who teach falsehood in our community? Or are we going to remain quiet and avoid our responsibility as 
Nazarenes? The duty of a Nazarene or watchman is as described in Ezekiel 3: 17 – 21, as follows: “Son of 
man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My 
mouth, warn them from Me. (18) When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die’; and you do not warn 
him or speak out to warn the wicked from his wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.  (19) Yet if you have warned the wicked, and he 
does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have 
delivered yourself. (20) Again, when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits 
iniquity, and I place an obstacle before him, he shall die; since you have not warned him, he shall die 
in his sin, and his righteous deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will 
require at your hand. (21)  However, if you have warned the righteous man that the righteous should 
not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; and you have delivered 
yourself.” 
 
We see that YHVH made a covenant with Phinehas and his descendants after him that they will hold the office 
of priest (or Cohen) forever. It seems odd that since Phinehas is a descendant of Aaron the High Priest, that 
YHVH did not give him the office of High Priest forever. However, we find the reason for this in the fact that 
Yahshua our Messiah has become the one and only High Priest forever. However, He is a High Priest in the 
order of Melchizedek and not in the order of Levi. The difference is that the priesthood of Melchizedek is the 
priesthood of the first-born – the true priests of YHVH, of whom Yahshua is the High Priest. In addition we read 
about Yahshua in Zechariah 6: 13, as follows: “Yes, it is He who will build the temple of YHVH, and He 
who will bear the honor and sit and rule on His throne. Thus, He will be a priest on His throne, and the 
counsel of peace will be between the two offices.” 
. 
Numbers 26 is dedicated to the census of all the congregation of the sons of Israel, from twenty years and 
older. We see in verse 51 of Numbers 26, that there were 601,730 sons of Israel at that time. The Levites were 
not numbered among the sons of Israel since no inheritance was given to them amongst the Israelites. Those 
who were numbered among the Levites, came to 23,000, every male from a month old and upward. This 
brings us to Numbers 27, where we read about the daughters of Zelophehad, namely Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 
Milcah and Tirzah. These daughters of Zelophehad came before Moses and Eleazar the priest, and the 
leaders and all the congregation, before the tent of meeting, saying, as we read in verses 3 & 4 of Numbers 
27: “Our father died in the wilderness, yet he was not among the company of those who gathered 
themselves against YHVH in the company of Korah; but he died in his own sin, and he had no sons. 
(14) Why should the name of our father be withdrawn from among his family because he had no son? 
Give us a possession among our father’s brothers.” Moses brought the request of the daughters of 
Zelophehad before YHVH and He told Moses that if a man has no sons, he should transfer his inheritance to 
his daughters. He also adds that if a man has neither sons nor daughters, he should transfer his inheritance to 
his brothers. If he has no brothers, he should transfer his inheritance to his father’s brothers. And finally if his 
father has no brothers, he should transfer his inheritance to his nearest relative in his own family.  
 
Next we see that YHVH reminds Moses of the fact that the day of his death is fast approaching. Moses spoke 
to YHVH, as we read in Numbers 27: 16 & 17, saying: “May YHVH, the Elohim of the spirits of all flesh, 
appoint a man over the congregation, (17) who will go out and come in before them, and who will lead 
them out and bring them in, that the congregation of YHVH may not be like sheep which have no 
shepherd.” It is clear from Moses’ request that he understood that man is composed of both flesh and spirit, 
as well as that YHVH our creator knows our frame. Moses cares for the nation of Israel and request that YHVH 
will provide them with a good leader to take them into the promised land. When YHVH tells Moses to take 
Joshua the son of Nun as the next leader, he did not quibble at all. We read in verse 22 & 23 of Numbers 27: 
‘And Moses did just as YHVH commanded him; and he took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the 
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priest, and before all the congregation. (23) Then he laid his hands on him and commissioned him, just 
as YHVH had spoken through Moses.’ 
 
Numbers 28 and 29 is a repetition of Leviticus 23, about the timing of the appointed times of YHVH our Elohim. 
We see that the Israelites were to burn offerings every Sabbath, at the beginning of each new month, as well 
as during the Set-apart Days of YHVH our Elohim. Mention is again made of the Passover, to be kept on the 
fourteenth day of the first month, followed by the seven Days of Unleavened Bread starting on the 15

th
 Aviv: 

The First Day of Unleavened Bread is the first annual Sabbath or day of rest on Elohim’s Set-apart Day 
calendar. We start counting the Omer from the day after the first annual Sabbath and count seven complete 
weeks to the Feast of Weeks or Shavuot, as it is called in verse 26 of Numbers 28, as follows: ‘Also on the 
day of the first fruits, when you present a grain offering to YHVH in your Feast of Weeks, you shall do 
no laborious work.’ The weekly Sabbath and the Day of Atonement are the only two set-apart days on which 
absolutely no work may be done – as those are the only two Sabbaths of complete rest. On all the other High 
Days we are not allowed to do any laborious work. Laborious work entail work where we labor to earn an 
income. However, our ladies are free to prepare food on those days – something which may not be done on 
either the weekly Sabbath or the Day of Atonement. The First and Last Days of Unleavened Bread, Shavuot, 
The Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah) and both the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles and the Last Great 
day are days on which food may be prepared, but no laborious work may be done. As we read in verse 1 of 
Numbers 29: ‘Now in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall also have a Set-apart 
convocation; you shall do no laborious work. It shall be to you a day for blowing trumpets (a day of 
remembrance that YHVH is still working with us).’  
 
We are commanded to have a Set-apart convocation or worship service on each of the High Days of Elohim. 
The Feast Days of Elohim are very important to Him and we are reminded to keep them throughout the 
Scriptures. We read in Exodus 31: 13 that all the Sabbaths (weekly and annual) are important to YHVH, as 
follows: “But as for you, speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘You shall surely observe My Sabbaths; for 
this is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am YHVH 
who sanctifies you.’” 
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Numbers 30 verse 1 to 32 verse 42 (Matot). 
 

This Torah portion is called Matot which is the transliterated word meaning ‘tribes’ in Hebrew. From Numbers 
30 verse 1 to the end of the book of Numbers, the subject matter deals with the 12 tribes of Israel. Numbers 
30, deals with vows and prohibitions, as well as the setting aside of the same. Commencing in verses 1 & 2 of 
Numbers 30, we read: ‘Then Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the sons of Israel, saying, “This 
is the word which YHVH has commanded. (2) If a man makes a vow to YHVH, or takes an oath to bind 
himself with a binding obligation, he shall not violate his word; he shall do according to all that 
proceeds out of his mouth.”’  
 
Vows are considered very important by YHVH our Elohim, as we read in Ecclesiastes 5: 4, as follows: ‘When 
you make a vow to Elohim, do not be late in paying it, for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you 
vow!’ It is for this reason that the vows and promises of children were considered void, unless such vows were 
ratified by their father, giving express consent to it. The same applied to the vows of married woman – their 
vows were not considered valid unless they were confirmed by the express or tacit consent of their husbands. 
However the vows of a widow or divorced woman were considered to be binding. We see in this Torah portion 
that YHVH through Moses, allowed individuals to take vows and oaths. The Nazirite vow discussed in a 
previous portion is an example of the vows that individuals were allowed to take. Those of us coming from 
Christian backgrounds often misunderstand Torah concepts and see contradiction to it in the well-known 
passage in the Renewed Covenant, where Yahshua said in Mathew 5: 33 – 37: “Again, you have heard that 
the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO 
YHVH.’ (In other words, do not swear falsely at all). (34) But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by 
heaven, for it is the throne of Elohim, (35) or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by 
Jerusalem, for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. (36) Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for 
you cannot make one hair white or black. (37) But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; and 
anything beyond these is of evil.” This statement by Yahshua appears to be contradicting what YHVH 
taught us through Moses in Torah. However, we know that Yahshua is the embodiment of Torah; in addition 
we know that Scripture cannot contradict Scripture. The question therefore is: What is Yahshua really saying in 
this passage of the Scriptures?  
 
Yahshua’s teaching in Matthew 5 is definitely not contradicting any part of the Torah teachings of Elohim, as 
we read his very important words to this end in verses 17 – 20 of the same chapter in Matthew, like this: “Do 
not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. (18) For 
truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away 
from the Law, until all is accomplished. (19) Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) For I say to you, that 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” Yahshua’s teaching in verses 33 – 37 quoted before, is an admonition to be true to 
one’s word. This is made clear in His closing statement in verse 37, that a plain ‘yes’ or ‘no’ carries the same 
weight as a complex vow or oath. For the sake of clarity, we need to understand that Yahshua’s statement to 
“make no oath at all’, was a prohibition against perjury (the willful act of making a false statement) and not 
against vows and oaths as such. The crux of Yahshua’s teaching here is that we should not take vows and 
oaths in vain, thus upholding the intent of what Moses taught in Torah. We should never swear falsely, but we 
are told in Deuteronomy 6: 13 (and 10: 20): “You shall fear only YHVH your Elohim; and you shall worship 
Him, and swear by His name.” We see examples of how believers in Israel used to swear by the name of 
Elohim in amongst other, the following Scriptures, Judges 8: 19; Ruth 3:13; 1 Samuel 14: 39; 1 Kings 17: 12; 2 
Kings 2: 2, 4, 6 and Jeremiah 38: 16, by saying: “As YHVH lives,….” The proviso for adding these words to 
any statement that we make is that it must be absolutely true and never false! The fact is that most married 
couples in South Africa, as well as in most western nations exchanged vows with their partners, which are 
binding in the eyes of YHVH. Do we consider these vows against Yahshua’s teaching in Matthew 5? Definitely 
not! Marriage vows are usually taken truthfully, and those making such vows have every intention to follow 
through with it. This is exactly what Yahshua was teaching here: He was simply trying to put an end to the ever 
increasing practice to swear falsely or to regard our marriage and other vows flippantly. 
 
In Numbers 31 YHVH instructs Moses to take full vengeance for the sons of Israel on the Midianites. We read 
in verses 3 & 4: ‘And Moses spoke to the people, saying. “Arm men from among you to the war, that 
they may go against Midian, to execute (YHVH)’s vengeance on Midian. (4) A thousand from each tribe 
of all the tribes of Israel you shall send to war.”’ So the children of Israel made war against Midian, as per 
the command of YHVH. We see that Phinehas was amongst the soldiers of Israel and they killed every male, 
including the Kings of Midian as well as Balaam the son of Beor. However, they did not kill the Midianite 
woman and their children. They also took as spoil all the cattle, their flock and all their goods. When the 
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Israelites returned to the camp, Moses, Eleazer the priest and all the leaders of the congregation went out to 
meet them outside the camp. We see that Moses was not happy, since they saved all the women alive. He 
added that these women caused the sons of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against YHVH 
in the matter of Peor, which resulted in the plague that came amongst the congregation. He therefore 
instructed the men of war, to also kill every Midianite woman who has known man intimately. In addition Moses 
tells the men to undergo seven days of purification, since they came in contact with the dead. He further 
instructed them to cleanse every piece of clothing and pass everything else through fire in order to ensure that 
such items become kosher for use by the Israelites.  
 
The spoils of animals taken during the war included 675,000 sheep, 72,000 heads of cattle, 61,000 donkeys, 
and 32,000 virgin women. The soldiers were allowed to keep half the spoil, but had to give  a levy of 675 
sheep, 72 heads of cattle, 61 donkeys and 32 human captives to the high priest; and 6750 sheep, 720 heads 
of cattle, 610 donkeys and 320 captives to the Levites. The other half of the spoil went to the congregation. 
Everything else, such as the jewelry and utensils were decreed to belong to the men of war. But the officers in 
charge of the men of war told Moses that because not one of the men of war went missing during the war, they 
gave the jewelry to Moses, to make atonement for their souls before Elohim. The donated gold totaled 16,750 
shekels which Moses placed in the tent of meeting. 
 
We read in Numbers 32 verse 1 – 5, that the children of Reuben and Gad had an exceedingly large number of 
livestock and they saw that the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead was extremely suitable for livestock. They 
therefore approached Moses and Eleazer the priest, as well as the leaders of the congregation with the 
request to take possession of this land. However, Moses being concerned that they may be separating 
themselves from the rest of their brethren and that such a move will have a negative impact on the rest of 
Israel, speaks out against these men as may be read in verses 6 – 15. We read his concluding statement to 
the sons of Rueben and Gad in verses 14 & 15, as follows: “Now behold, you have risen up in your father’s 
place, a brood of sinful men, to add still more to the burning anger of YHVH against Israel. (15) For if 
you turn away from following Him, He will once more abandon them in the wilderness; and you will 
destroy all these people.” Moses ascribed the same spirit that worked in the hearts of the ten spies who 
brought an evil report, to these two tribes. So the two tribes declared that after they have made provision for 
their families and livestock in the land which they sought, they will go ahead of the sons of Israel until every 
one of the sons of Israel had taken  possession of his inheritance. In response Moses agreed, but held them to 
their word, to first settle their families and livestock, and then to go before the sons of Israel to subdue the land 
before the Israelites, before they could return to their own families. They agreed and confirmed their readiness 
to go over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, before the other tribes, so that the land of their inheritance on 
this side of the Jordan may be theirs. 
 
We conclude by reading in verse 33 of Numbers 32: ‘So Moses gave to them, to the sons of Gad and to 
the sons of Rueben and to the half-tribe of Joseph’s son Manasseh, the kingdom of Sihon, king of the 
Amorites and the kingdom of Og, the king of Bashan, the land with its cities with their territories, the 
cities of the surrounding land.’ The final few verses of Numbers 32 tell us how this portion of land is taken 
and subdivided amongst the sons of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh.  
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Numbers 33 verse 1 to 36 verse 13 (Masa’ey). 
 

This Torah portion is known as Masa’ey meaning the ‘journeys of’. We read accordingly in verse 1 of Numbers 
33: ‘These are the journeys of the sons of Israel, by which they came out from the land of Egypt by 
their armies, under the leadership of Moses and Aaron.’ We see in verse 2 of Numbers 33, that even 
though Moses was totally familiar with the name of each place that the sons of Israelites passed through and 
camped at, the verses covering the details of their travels (verses 3 – 49  of Numbers 33), are given by the 
command (or mouth) of YHVH. As we have seen in a previous Torah portion, the children of Israel went out of 
Egypt by the command (or mouth) of YHVH, at the hand of Moses.  
 
Moses and Aaron were responsible to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt, as instructed by YHVH. We have 
often seen that the Scriptures refer to Yahshua as the right hand of YHVH. We read in Jeremiah 32: 17 & 21: 
‘Ah YHVH Elohim! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thine 
outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee. (21) And Thou didst bring Thy people Israel out of 
the land of Egypt with signs and with wonders, and with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm, 
and with great terror.’ We read further in Isaiah 52: 10: ‘YHVH has bared His holy arm in the sight of all 
the nations, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of our Elohim.’ And also in Isaiah 53: 1: 
‘Who has believed our message? And to who has the arm of YHVH been revealed?’  We who are called 
at this time are the only ones who know that Yahshua is the right hand and power of Elohim, as we see 
explained in John 12: 37 – 40, as follows: ‘But though He (Yahshua) had performed so many signs before 
them, yet they were not believing in Him; (38) that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, 
which he spoke, “YHVH, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF 
YHVH BEEN REVEALED?” (39) For this cause they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, (40) ‘HE 
HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES, AND HARDENED THEIR HEART; LEST THEY SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND 
PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED, AND I HEAL THEM.” Most of the Jews are blinded 
to the identity of the true Messiah at this time. But, we also know according to Romans 11, that YHVH is at this 
time calling out a remnant from the lost tribes of the house of Israel, to make those who do not understand who 
the right hand and power of Elohim is (i.e. the Jews), jealous. Once all of those from the lost ten tribes 
(including a few genuine Gentiles) have come in, then all Israel (including the Jews) will be saved.  
 
When Moses and Aaron lead the Israelites out of Egypt to the Promised Land, they acted like a type of 
Yahshua. Moses acted as the ruler or king of Israel and Aaron served as their High Priest, both in place of 
YHVH. Yahshua will one day come and rule us as both King and High Priest. In doing their duties Moses and 
Aaron served Elohim’s chosen people as representatives of YHVH on earth. Another interesting fact is that 
Israel was the chosen people of YHVH and that He loves them as the apple of His eye above all the other 
nations upon the earth. He continues to add to His chosen people allowing sojourners access to the gates of 
His people. However, along the way, we see that many bloodline Israelites lose their way and wander away 
from the chosen people. Interestingly enough, we see as they depart, others (including Gentiles) come in and 
take the place of those who have lost their way. But some of these ‘new Israelites’ who enter in place of the 
bloodline Israelites, at times forget that they are new and must learn the ways of Israel as given in the word of 
Elohim. They forget their place, and try to make the true Israelites change their ways to fit with those that they 
have brought along with them.  In many cases they cause their brethren to become unstable and to follow 
every wind of doctrine. Even though such people express the desire to be part of Israel, they show contempt 
for the ways of Judah, without trying to understand them and their position. They usually feel their knowledge 
is far superior to that of the Jews, because of the unfaithfulness shown by the Israelites in the wilderness. 
However, they fail to realize that the way of the Jews are the ways of Israel. The only difference between 
Ephraim and Judah at this time is the fact that Judah is blinded to the identity of Yahshua. However, this is 
Elohim’s doing, as we read in Romans 11: 32, talking specifically about the Jews, in this way: ‘For Elohim has 
shut up all in disobedience that He might show mercy to all.’  Yahshua came only for the lost tribes of 
Israel. That is why we need to turn to Judah to get to know the customs and traditions which we have 
forgotten. It is also for that reason that I am not ashamed to say, that even though I have some Jewish 
ancestry, I have learnt many of the truths that I am teaching you, from our Jewish brothers. 
 
In addition there are many of us who have been around for quite some time now, and over time some of us 
have become weary of well doing. We need to overcome our sins and continue doing the work of Elohim if we 
eventually want to make it into the coming kingdom of Elohim. We read Yahshua’s words in this regards in 
Revelation 2: 2 – 5, as follows: ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot 
endure evil men, and put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you 
found them to be false; (3) and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and 
have not grown weary. (4) But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. (Talking about 
the love we all had when we discovered the truth for the first time - we studied incessantly to discover new 
truth, but sad to say, many have lost that zeal.) (5) Remember therefore from where you have fallen, and 
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repent and do the deeds you did at first: or else I am coming to you, and will remove your lampstand 
out of its place – unless you repent.’ 
 
The names of each of the places listed in Numbers 33 are used as a way to help the Israelites call to mind the 
care which YHVH showed them during their journey through the wilderness. By reading about each one of 
these places, we call to mind the many miracles that YHVH performed to sustain His people. He gave them 
manna from heaven – another picture of Yahshua, who said that He is the bread from heaven, as we read in 
John 6: 49 – 51, as follows: ‘Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. (50) This is the 
bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. (51) I am the living bread 
that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also 
which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh.’ In addition we see that YHVH instructed Moses to 
talk to the rock, to obtain water for our fore-fathers in the wilderness. We know that the rock from which Moses 
obtained the water was Yahshua, as we read in 1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 4, as follows: ‘For I do not want you to 
be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; (2) and 
all were immersed into Moses in the cloud  and in the sea; (3) and all ate the same spiritual food; (4) 
and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from the spiritual rock which followed 
them; and the rock was Messiah.’  Moses wrote down the destinations and places of departure. At times 
they met with evil and at times they left without any prior notice. The nation had many grumblers who resulted 
in many losses to the lives of those who rebelled against the leadership appointed by Elohim. However, 
because of Elohim’s loving kindness they continued to follow Him through the wilderness. 
 
We continue to read in verses 51 – 56 of Numbers 33: “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When 
you cross over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, (52) then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of 
the land from before you, and destroy all their figured stones, and destroy all their molten images and 
demolish all their high places; (53) and you shall take possession of the land and live in it, for I have 
given the land to you to possess it. (54) And you shall inherit the land by lot according to your families; 
to the larger you shall give more inheritance, and to the smaller you shall give less inheritance. 
Wherever the lot falls to anyone, that shall be his. You shall inherit according to the tribes of your 
fathers.  (55) But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall come 
about that those whom you let remain of them will become as pricks in your eyes and as thorns in your 
sides, and they shall trouble you in the land in which you live. (56) And it shall come about that as I 
plan to do to them, so I will do to you,’” 
 
Numbers 34 gives details of the territory which each of the tribes were to inherit. We read in verse 17 & 18 of 
Numbers 34, YHVH saying to Moses: “These are the names of the men who shall apportion the land to 
you for inheritance: Eleazer the Priest and Joshua the son of Nun. (18) And you shall take one leader of 
every tribe to apportion the land for inheritance.” After these instructions, the towns to be occupied by the 
Levites are listed among the inheritance of the other tribes. The next topic under discussion is the cities of 
refuge and the procedure whereby a person who has unintentionally slain a fellow human being, is to stay until 
the death of the High Priest. We have similarly been redeemed by the death of our High Priest Yahshua 
Messiah, as we read in Hebrews 9: 11 – 15, in this way: ‘But when Messiah appeared as a high priest of 
the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this creation; (12) and not through the blood of goats and calves, but 
through His own blood, He entered the set-apart place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. (13) For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of the (red) heifer sprinkling those 
who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, (14) how much more will the blood of 
Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to Elohim, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living Elohim? (15) And for this reason He is the mediator of 
a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions 
that were committed under the first covenant (or rather priesthood), those who have been called may 
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.’  
 
There are so many people and countries against the death penalty, yet we read Elohim’s instructions in 
Numbers 35: 30 - 34, in this way: “If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the 
evidence of witnesses, but no one shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. (31) 
Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall 
surely be put to death. (32) And you shall not take ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, 
that he may return to live in the land before the death of the priest. (33) So you shall not pollute the 
land in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the 
blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. (34) And you shall not defile the land 
in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell; for I YHVH am dwelling in the midst of the sons of 
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Israel.” Sad to say: If we as a nation refuse to obey YHVH in these commandments, we cannot expect Him to 
dwell amongst us. 
 
In Numbers 36 we see that the inheritance of the sons of Israel shall not pass from one tribe to another, and 
each of the sons of Israel shall cling to the inheritance of their father’s tribe. We see that mention is again 
made of Zelophehad who died and how Moses gave his inheritance to his daughters. We read in verse 6 - 8 of 
Numbers 36: “This is what YHVH has commanded concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, 
‘Let them marry whom they wish; only they must marry within the family of the tribe of their father.’ (7) 
“Thus no inheritance of the sons of Israel shall be transferred from tribe to tribe, for the sons of Israel 
shall each hold to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. (8) And every daughter who comes into 
possession of an inheritance of any tribe of the sons of Israel, shall be wife to one of the family of the 
tribe of her father, so that the sons of Israel each may possess the inheritance of his fathers.” 
 
We read further that the daughters of Zelophehad married those from the families of the sons of Manasseh the 
son of Joseph and their inheritance remained with the tribe of the family of their father. We conclude in verse 
13 of Numbers 36, as follows: ‘These are the commandments and the ordinances which YHVH 
commanded to the sons of Israel through Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho.’ 
 
We end the book of Numbers with the customary blessing: Chazak Chazak V’Nit Chazak! (Be strong, be 
strong, and may we be strengthened). 
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Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomy 1 verse 1 to 3 verse 22 (Devarim). 

 
This is the final book of five, set by Moses. The transliterated Hebrew word Devarim means ‘words’, the plural 
of devar or ‘word’ in English. We commence studying this Torah portion, by reading from verse 1 of 
Deuteronomy 1: ‘These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel across the Jordan in the 
wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and 
Dizahab.’ According to verse 2, the nation of Israel was eleven days journey from Horeb, by the way of Mount 
Seir to Kadesh-barnea. 
 
We see in verse 3 that on the first day of the eleventh month of the fortieth year since the Israelites left Egypt, 
Moses spoke to them according to what YHVH commanded him to give to them. After they defeated Sihon the 
king of the Amorites and Og the king of Bashan across the Jordan, Moses undertook to give further details 
about this law. Moses explained to the Israelites how YHVH told them at Horeb to move on towards the 
promised land. We read Elohim’s words through Moses in verses 8 – 11 of Deuteronomy 1: “’See, I have 
placed the land before you; go in and possess the land which YHVH swore to give to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and their descendants after them’. (9) And I (Moses) spoke to 
you at that time, saying, ‘I am not able to bear the burden alone. (10) YHVH your Elohim has multiplied 
you, and behold, you are this day as the stars of heaven for multitude. (11) May YHVH, the Elohim of 
your fathers, increase you a thousand-fold more than you are, and bless you, just as He has promised 
you!’” When Israel left Egypt, they were about 600,000 men plus women and children. We have also seen in 
the recent census done in Numbers 26, that they were still only slightly more than 600,000 men plus women 
and children. We see therefore that they did not increase very much during the 40 years during which they 
traveled in the wilderness. We know the reason for their numbers not increasing, to be as a result of plagues 
that overtook them because of their rebellion and grumbling throughout the journey. However, in verse 11 of 
the quoted section above, we see that Moses blessed the nation to eventually become a thousand times more. 
If we assume that the total number of Israelites including the women and children came to a little more than 
three million (i.e. 600, 000 men, plus their wives also numbering 600, 000, plus say 1,800,000 children), then 
1000 times more will make them about 3 billion today. So out of the world’s population of 7, 5 billion people 
today, almost 3 billion are Israelites.  
 
However, even though the blessing or prophesy by Moses in Deuteronomy 1 has come true in our time, we 
know according to the prophesy in Isaiah 10: 20 – 22, that only a remnant will eventually be saved:  “Now it 
will come about in that day that the remnant of Israel, and those of the house of Jacob who have 
escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly rely on YHVH, the Set-apart 
One of Israel. (21) A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty Elohim. (22) For though 
your people. O Israel, may be like the sand of the sea, only a remnant within them will return; 
destruction is determined overflowing with righteousness.” Yes, as we read in Romans 11: 5, Rav Shaul 
wrote: “In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to 
Elohim’s gracious choice.”  This is also confirmed for us Romans 9: 22 – 27, as follows: ‘What if Elohim, 
although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience 
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? (23) And He did so in order that He might make known the 
riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, (24) even us, 
whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles (Those from the ten lost 
tribes of Israel who think that they are Gentiles as well as actual Gentiles).’  

All twelve tribes of Israel were greatly blessed by YHVH  throughout the past few centuries. The Israelites 
living mainly in the western world have had an above average standard of living. However, because we were 
not grateful and instead of thanking YHVH for all our blessings, we the modern day Israelites have rejected 
Him and His Torah. In describing the people of Israel and Judah in the latter day, the prophet Ezekiel said of 
us in Ezekiel 9: 9 & 10: ‘Then He (YHVH) said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah is very, very great, and the land is filled with blood, and the city is full of perversion; for they 
say, ‘YHVH has forsaken the land, and YHVH does not see!’ (10) But as for Me, ‘My eye will have no 
pity nor shall I spare, but I shall bring their conduct upon their heads.’” The northern ten tribes of Israel 
went into captivity because of idolatry and Sabbath-breaking and as a result have lost their identity. Even 
though Judah also went into captivity, they returned to the land of Israel, after 70 years. Prophesy shows that 
the ten tribes of Israel will soon suffer a much worse captivity and punishment because of their sins. However, 
Judah will also be punished.  

YHVH used His servants Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel to warn both the houses of Israel and Judah of our 
coming punishment. YHVH made these prophets perform unusual tasks to get our attention. We read about 
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the prophecies that YHVH gave us through Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, to teach us what is going to befall us 
in the near future. To commence with let’s read the prophecy in Ezekiel 5: 1 & 2, as follows: “As for you, son 
of man, take a sharp sword; take and use it as a barber’s razor on your head and beard. Then take 
scales for weighing and divide the hair. (2) One third you shall burn in the fire at the center of the city, 
when the days of the siege are completed. Then you shall take one third and strike it with the sword all 
around the city, and one third you shall scatter to the wind; and I will unsheathe a sword behind them.” 
This was a picture of what is going to happen to the descendants of the ten tribes of Israel and especially 
those in the western world in the near future. We read about the interpretation of the prophesy of the thirds in 
verse 12 of Ezekiel 5, as follows: ‘One third of you will die by plague or be consumed by famine among 
you, one third will fall by the sword around you, and one third I will scatter to every wind, and I will 
unsheathe a sword behind them.’ A third of us will die from famine and disease, another third will perish in 
military attack and the last third will be taken captive into all parts of the earth. There will be no escape for 
those who continue to rebel against Elohim and His Torah. There will be no place of refuge – no place to hide 
from Elohim’s punishment as we read in Ezekiel 6: 12: “He who is far off will die by the plague, and he who 
is near will fall by the sword, and he who remains and is besieged will die by the famine. Thus shall I 
spend My wrath on them.”   

However, we see in Ezekiel 6 : 8  - 10, that YHVH will leave a remnant that will escape the sword among the 
nations and they will remember Him and will know that He is YHVH; that He has not said in vain that He would 
inflict disaster on them.  This is confirmed in Romans 9: 27 - 28, as follows: ‘And Isaiah cries out concerning 
Israel, “THOUGH THE NUMBER OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL BE AS THE SAND OF THE SEA, IT IS THE 
REMNANT THAT WILL BE SAVED; (2) FOR YHVH WILL EXECUTE HIS WORD UPON THE EARTH 
THOROUGHLY AND QUICKLY.”  If we fully understand the prophecy of the thirds in Ezekiel 5: 12 together 
with Zechariah 13: 8 & 9

31
 and Isaiah 6: 13

32
, the remnant of Israelites that will  remain will be a little more than 

100 million Israelites, computed as follows: Assuming the population of the world is about 7,5  billion (7, 500, 
000, 000) at present. A third of 7,5 billion equals 2,5 billion, and a tenth of 2,5 billion equals a little more 2 
hundred million (200, 000, 000). If we assume that the Israelites number about half the population of the world 
today, then a little more than a hundred million (100,000,000) Israelites will live on into the Millennium. This 
agrees with Moses’ blessing in Deuteronomy 1: 11, i.e. to increase the Israelites that left Egypt a thousand fold 
more. A thousand time’s 3 million equals 3 billion Israelites and a tenth of a third of that equals 100 million. 200 
Million people of which about half will be Israelites, will live on into the Millennium rule of Yahshua. Those of us 
called at this time as first fruits, will if we make it, be resurrected as spirit beings, to rule these people under 
Yahshua as kings and priests. 

The reason why YHVH will allow the modern day descendants of Israel to be punished, may be seen in 
Ezekiel 5: 6, as follows: ‘But she has rebelled against My ordinances more wickedly than the nations and 
against My statutes more than the lands which surround her; for they have rejected My ordinances and 
have not walked in My statutes.’ The modern day descendants of all the ancient tribes of Israel have refused 
to obey YHVH and His Torah and will as a result, be severely punished. This punishment is known as the great 
tribulation, spoken about by Yahshua in Matthew 24: 21, as follows: “For then there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.” We 
also read about the same tribulation in Jeremiah 30: 7: ‘Alas! for that day is great, there is none like it; and 
it is the time of Jacob’s distress, but he will be saved from it.”  

In verses 12 – 15 of Deuteronomy 1, Moses tells us again about the men he chose from the tribes to help him 
govern the nation of Israel in the wilderness. He chose wise and discerning men from the tribes and appointed 
them as leaders of thousands and of hundreds, of fifties and of tens and officers for the tribes. YHVH is 
similarly at this time calling people out, to qualify to become leaders over the people during the millennium and 
beyond. We who are called at this time will, if we qualify, become priests under Yahshua and depending on 
how well we developed and used our given talents during this age, will each rule a number of cities at that 
time. Yahshua explained this in the parable of the talents in Matthew 25: 14  -  29. In Deuteronomy 1 verses 22 
– 28, Moses reminds the nation about the time when he sent the spies to spy out the promised land. He 
reminds them how their parents were faithless and of the evil that occurred to the nation as a result of their 
unbelief.  We are similarly warned to be very careful to remain obedient, lest as a result of disobedience, we 
will not be allowed entry into the coming kingdom of Elohim, as in Hebrews 4: 11, as follows: ‘Let us therefore 
be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.’ We 

                                                           
31

 Zechariah 13: 8 & 9: ‘And it will come about in all the land,” declares YHVH “that two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the 
third will be left in it. And I will bring a third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. 
They will call on My Name, and I will answer them; I will say, “they are My people,’ and they will say, YHVH is my Elohim.’” 
32

 Isaiah 6: 13: “Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, and it will again be subject to burning, like a terebinth or an oak whose stump 
remains when it is felled. The set-apart seed is its stump.” 
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read in Deuteronomy 1: 35 – 39, ‘Not one of these men (those who brought an evil report), this evil 
generation, shall see the good land which I swore to give your fathers, (36) except Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and to his sons I will give the land on which he has set foot, 
because he has followed YHVH fully. (37) YHVH was angry with me (Moses) also on your account, 
saying, ‘Not even you shall enter there.’ (38) Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall 
enter there; encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. (39) Moreover, your little ones who 
you said would become a prey, and your sons, who this day have no knowledge of good or evil, shall 
enter there, and I will give it to them, and they shall possess it.’’ 

Moses tells the remaining children of Israel at this time that their fathers were made to turn back into the 
wilderness. However, they repented and wanted to go into the promised land, but the Amorites chased them 
and crushed them. They returned and wept before YHVH, but He did not listen to them and they returned to 
remain at Kadesh for many days. Afterwards, they set out for the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea. As 
their grumbling and evil reports resulted in the fact that only Joshua, Caleb and their children and the children 
of the Israelites born in the wilderness entered the promised land, so we need to make sure that we continue 
to be positive and preach the good news of the coming kingdom of Elohim. We Read Yahshua’s own words in 
this regard in Matthew 24: 14, as follows: ‘And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world for a witness to all nations, and then the end shall come.’  
 
The reason why ten of the spies brought an evil report, were because they did not trust YHVH and they were 
fearful of the people living in the land of Canaan. This despite the fact that YHVH promised to put the dread 
and fear upon people everywhere under the heavens, who, when they hear the report, shall tremble in anguish 
because of Israel. We see this repeated later in Deuteronomy 28: 9 & 10, as follows: “YHVH will establish 
you as a set-apart people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will keep the commandments of YHVH 
your Elohim, and walk in His ways. (10) So all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by 
the name of YHVH; and they shall be afraid of you.” Those of us who are called to  become first-fruits at 
Yahshua’s return,  need to overcome our sins and  persevere in keeping the commandments of YHVH and our 
faith in Yahshua. We read in Revelation 21: 7 & 8, as follows: “He who overcomes shall inherit these 
things, and I will be his Elohim and he will be my son. (8) But for the cowardly and unbelieving and 
abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part 
will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  But, I hear you say we 
who are called at this time are not guilty of these things, are we? This warning is in fact specifically aimed at us 
who know to do what is right. Think about it and answer truthfully. Do we spend too much time watching the 
one eyed idol called TV? Do we contradict YHVH by teaching that He consist of more than one, despite Him 
saying in Deuteronomy 4: 35: ‘To you it was shown that you might know that YHVH, He is Elohim; there 
is no other besides Him.’ If we contradict the word of YHVH, we are liars. In addition Yahshua said in 
Matthew 5: 21 & 22, “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ 
and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ (22) But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, ‘Raca’ 
(meaning  you good for nothing), shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, ‘You 
fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.” Let us measure ourselves against the quoted section 
in Revelation 21: 7 & 8, and if we are guilty of those things, let us repent from doing what is contrary to the 
word of Elohim and return to the spirit of Torah as Yahshua taught us. Let’s make sure that we follow our 
master fully, like Joshua and Caleb followed YHVH fully.  
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Deuteronomy 3 verse 23 to 7 verse 11 (V’etchanan). 
 

The name of this Torah portion is V’etchanan, meaning ‘I pleaded’. We read accordingly in verse 23 & 24 of 
Deuteronomy 3, Moses saying: “I also pleaded with YHVH at that time saying, (24) ‘O YHVH Elohim, Thou 
hast begun to show Thy servant Thy greatness and Thy strong hand; for what god is there in heaven 
or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as Thine.”’ This Torah portion contains two of the 
most fundamental concepts of our Nazarene Jewish faith and indeed that of all Judaism, namely the Ten 
Commandments and the belief that YHVH our Elohim is One. The Oneness of Elohim is expressed in the 
following places in Torah portion V’etchanan: 

 Deuteronomy 4: 35 & 36: ‘‘To you it was shown that you might know that YHVH, He is Elohim; 
there is no other besides Him. (36) Out of the heavens He let you hear His voice to discipline 
you; and on earth He let you see His great fire, and you heard His words from the midst of the 
fire.”  

 Deuteronomy 4: 39: “Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that YHVH, He is Elohim in 
heaven above and on earth below; there is no other.” 

 Deuteronomy 5: 4 – 7: “YHVH spoke to you face to face at the mountain from the midst of the 
fire, (5) while I was standing between YHVH and you at that time, to declare to you the word of 
YHVH; for you were afraid because of the fire and did not go up the mountain. He said (6) ‘I am 
YHVH your Elohim, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. (7) 
You shall have no other gods before (or besides) Me.’” 

 Deuteronomy 6: 4: ‘Hear, O Israel!  YHVH is our Elohim, YHVH is one!’ (This is as known, the 
Shema in Hebrew). 

 Deuteronomy 7: 9: “Know therefore that YHVH your Elohim, He is Elohim, the faithful Elohim, 
who keeps His covenant and His loving-kindness to a thousandth generation with those who 
love Him and keep His commandments.’ 

The entire Torah portion is a testimony regarding the importance of the belief in One Elohim, but also to avoid 
idolatry. We read one of the most important statements in Deuteronomy 4: 2, as follows: “You shall not add 
to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments 
of YHVH your Elohim which I command you.”  Moses continues in verse 3 – 6 to instruct the Israelites, 
saying: “Your eyes have seen what YHVH had done in the case of Baal-peor, for all the men who 
followed Baal-peor, YHVH your Elohim, has destroyed them from among you. (4) But you who held fast 
to YHVH your Elohim are alive today, every one of you.  (5) See,  I have taught you statutes and 
judgments just as YHVH my Elohim command me, that you should do thus in the land where you are 
entering to possess it. (6) So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and understanding in the sight 
of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people.’” 
 
Moses continues to tell the people how YHVH gave them the commandments in verses 12 - 14 of 
Deuteronomy 4, as follows: “Then YHVH spoke to you from the midst of the fire; you heard the sound of 
words, but you saw no form – only a voice. (13) So He declared to you His covenant which He 
commanded you to perform, that is, the ten commandments; and He wrote them on two tablets of 
stone. (14) And YHVH commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that you might 
perform them in the land where you are going over to possess it.”  Reading on we see that Moses carries 
on reminding the Israelites about their disobedience, despite the fact that they are right at the east side of the 
Jordan. 
 
The word ‘echad’ meaning one in Hebrew teaches that Elohim is the Only Elohim that we serve. This is why 
we read in Zechariah 14: 9: ‘And YHVH will be king over all the earth; in that day YHVH will be the only 
one, and His name the only one.’  The Shema given in Deuteronomy 6: 4, focuses on the One who spoke 
everything into existence. He is the One and only Creator, set apart from the plurality of pagan deities. As I 
taught before, the final letters in the words Shema and Echad are enlarged in the Hebrew Shema, as follows:  

דאח עשמ ישראל יהוה אלהינו יהוה   
The Ayin  which sounds the same, but would change the  א is enlarged to distinguish it from the letter Alef  ע

meaning from:  

Hear (Shema) שמע   ot (perhaps) אחר 

The Daled ד is enlarged to distinguish it from the Resh  ר so as not to confuse these look-alike letters, 

changing the meaning from: 

(One) אחד to (another) אחר.   

The fact that our Creator is one and not several, therefore becomes clear. The letter Ayin and Daled combined 
spells the  Hebrew word Ed עד meaning witness. We as part of the Nazarene Jewish faith, together will 
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all other Jews are Elohim’s witnesses to His Oneness, as we read in Isaiah 43: 10 – 11 as follows: “You are 
My witnesses (Edai עדי),” declares YHVH, “and My servant whom I have chosen, in order that you may 
know and believe Me, and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no Elohim formed, and there 
will be none after Me. (11) I, even I, am YHVH; and there is no savior besides Me.” 
 
We do not have to work out how to worship YHVH, since He recorded the way that it should be done in His 
word. This requires that we study His word to find out exactly how to worship Him. We know that Yahshua is 
the word of YHVH made flesh. We also know that He is our Messiah, since He has proven that, by being 
resurrected three full nights and three full days after His death and burial on late the afternoon of the 14

th
 of 

Aviv 31 CE, just as He said in Matthew 12: 39 & 40 in this way: ‘But He answered and said to them, “An evil 
and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah 
the prophet; (40) for just as JONAH was THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE 
SEA MONSTER, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”’ 
Yahshua was the perfect example to show us how to live and also how we will one day be resurrected, like He 
was.  
 

To further explain the Oneness of Elohim, we read in 1 John 1: 5: ‘And this is the message we have heard 
from Him and announce to you, that Elohim is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.’ In John 1: 1 – 
5 talking about Yahshua, we read: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Elohim, and the 
Word was Elohim. (2) He was in the beginning with Elohim. (3) All things came into being by Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. (4) In Him was life and the life was 
the light of men. (5) And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.’ The 
process of constriction is known in Hebrew as ‘Tzimtzum’. According to the above quote, Elohim is light. After 
constriction, the light that burst forth from YHVH our Elohim becomes a ray (‘kav’ in Hebrew), which according 
to John 1: 14 is the word that became flesh, or Immanuel, meaning Elohim with us. In addition, we read in  1 
Thessalonians 5: 23, that we (mankind) are made up of three distinct parts, namely: spirit, soul and body - yet 
as individuals we are one. Similarly the One Elohim has three Parts as explained in Romans 1: 19 – 20 
(NASB), as follows: “Because that which is known of Elohim is manifested among them (us), for Elohim 
has manifested it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible qualities (YHVH is invisible, 
and has no form

33
) have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, both His 

everlasting power (Yahshua is the Power of Elohim
34

) and divine nature (The Set-apart Spirit is the divine 
nature of Elohim

35
), for them to be without excuse”. YHVH is not three persons in one, but He consists of 

three parts.  
 
It is vitally important for each one of us, to get to know who and what Elohim is. We read accordingly in 
Deuteronomy 4: 29: “But from there you will seek YHVH your Elohim, and you will find Him if you search 
for Him with all your heart and all your soul.” This is confirmed in Isaiah 55: 6, as follows: “Seek YHVH 
while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.” Prove to yourself, by searching the Scriptures that 
YHVH is indeed one. Write down the Scriptures you use to prove His Oneness to yourself. In fact write down 
Scriptures proving all the doctrines that you hold true. As I mentioned before, we are presently in a training 
program to become priests, who will be responsible to teach people Torah, during the millennial rule of 
Yahshua our Messiah.  We need to become like the brethren at Berea as we read in Acts 17: 10 & 11, as 
follows: ‘And the brethren immediately sent Shaul and Silas away by night to Berea; and when they 

                                                           
33

 According to 1Timothy 1: 17: YHVH our Elohim is eternal, immortal and invisible: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only Elohim, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amein.” This is confirmed in 1Timothy 6: 16, as follows: “Who alone possesses 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! 
Amein.”  YHVH cannot be understood by mankind, since we cannot see or define Him. He is the invisible Elohim. 
34 

In Exodus 13: 14 we read: “And it shall be when your son asks in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ then you shall say to him, 
’With a powerful hand YHVH brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery.” In the last part of Psalm 98: 1, we read: “His right 
hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.” In Isaiah 52: 10 we read: “YHVH has bared His holy arm in the sight of all 
the nations, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of our Elohim.”  The name Yahshua means salvation as can be 
understood from Matthew 1: 21: “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Yahshua, for it is He who will save His people 
from their sins.” Yahshua the salvation of YHVH is His right hand and holy arm. In 1 Corinthians 1: 24 we read: “But to those who are 
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the power of Elohim and the wisdom of Elohim.” Yes YHVH has brought Israel out of both 
the slavery of Egypt and sin with a powerful hand: He indeed is our Savior. 
35

 The spiritual essence of YHVH is His divine nature. We are given a small portion of His divine nature, called a pledge of our 
inheritance when we are sealed by the Set-apart Spirit at immersion, according to Ephesians 1: 13 & 14. It is by the indwelling of the 
Set-apart Spirit, that we demonstrate the fruits of the Spirit or divine nature of love, peace, patience, kindness, goodness and the like. 
In 1 Corinthians 2: 11 & 12 we read: “For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in 
him? Even so the thoughts of Elohim no one knows except the Spirit of Elohim. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from Elohim, that we might know the things freely given to us by Elohim.” Also read 2 Peter 1: 4. 
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arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. (11) Now these were more noble-minded than those 
in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to 
see whether these things were so (not, not so – like so many who try to disprove certain Scriptures do).” 
Time is getting short to get to know Elohim, as we read in Amos 8: 11: “Behold, days are coming,” declares 
YHVH Elohim, “when I will send a famine on the land, not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, but 
rather for hearing the words of YHVH.” We need to learn the ways of Elohim, else we could be part of those 
to whom Yahshua will say, ‘I never knew you’ when He returns, as is recorded in Matthew 7: 22 & 23, in this 
way: “Many will say to Me on the day, ‘Master, Master, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ (23) “And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTISE LAWLESSNESS.’” 
 
We see further in this Torah portion, that Peor a place where immoral behavior took place is mentioned in 
Deuteronomy 4: 3 and 46. It was at Peor where idolatry was practiced and where sexual licentiousness made 
its appearance. The only other subject addressed in this Torah portion, is the establishment of cities of refuge, 
as we read in Deuteronomy 4: 41 – 43: “Then Moses set apart three cities across the Jordan to the east, 
(42) that a manslayer might flee there, who unintentionally slew his neighbor without having enmity 
toward him in time past; and by fleeing to one of these cities he might live: (43) Bezer in the wilderness 
on the plateau for the Reubinites, and Ramoth in Giliad for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for the 
Manassites.” To conclude, it could be stated that this particular Torah portion, confirms belief in the Oneness 
of Elohim, the avoidance of idolatry, cities of refuge and concern about immorality.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Torah portions Page 145 
 

Deuteronomy 7 verse 12 to 11 verse 25 (Ekev). 
 

The transliterated Hebrew name of this Torah portion is Ekev, meaning ‘because’. We read accordingly in 
Deuteronomy 7: 12 & 13: ‘Then it shall come about, because you listen to these judgments and keep and 
do them, that YHVH your Elohim will keep with you His covenant and His loving-kindness which He 
swore to your forefathers. (13) And He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless 
the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your new wine and your oil, the 
increase of your herd and the young of your flock, in the land which He swore to your forefathers to 
give you.’’ In this Torah portion Moses continues to give the Israelites the assurance of prosperity and good 
health if they obey YHVH and keep His commandments. He reminds them again about what happened to 
them during the past 40 years in the wilderness, because of unbelief, their rebelling and grumbling against the 
Most High. Interestingly enough, according to our Jewish brothers, the word ‘Ekev’ has the numerical value of 
172, the number of the words in the 10 commandments. 
 
The words we started with are echoed again in Deuteronomy 8: 13. However, in addition to the blessings, 
Moses warns the Israelites to be careful not to be distracted by their material success in the future and as a 
result forget where their blessings come from. Moses warns against idolatry but also against self-
righteousness, as we read in Deuteronomy 9: 4 & 5, as follows: “Do not say in your heart when YHVH your 
Elohim has driven them out before you, ‘Because of my righteousness YHVH has brought me in to 
possess this land,’ but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that YHVH is dispossessing 
them before you. (5) It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of your heart that you are 
going to possess their land, but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that YHVH your 
Elohim is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the oath which YHVH swore to your fathers, 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” The wilderness served as a place where the nations were humbled and 
eventually refined to prevent them from forgetting YHVH.   
 
In this Torah portion we read the famous Scripture, which Yahshua quoted when He was tempted by Satan, in 
Deuteronomy 8: 3, as follows: “And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna 
which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does 
not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of YHVH.”  Most of 
us understand that we need more than bread (meaning food) to survive. As Moses puts it in the quoted verse, 
we need everything that proceeds out of the mouth of YHVH, to live life as He (YHVH) intended us to live and 
to ultimately make it into the kingdom of Elohim. It is important that we understand from this section in Torah, 
that all material goods, whether scantily or plentiful supplied are created by the mouth of YHVH – He calls the 
shots, one way or another. This is essentially a warning against idolatry, which is the belief that anything other 
than Elohim has power.  
 
However, it is not the physical things which determines the quality of life, but every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of YHVH.  It is for this reason that we need to be thankful for all our blessings, as we are told in 
Deuteronomy 8: 10: “When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless YHVH your Elohim for the 
good land which He has given you.” Yahshua the word of Elohim, who has come in the flesh, also spoke 
about the manna mentioned in Deuteronomy 8, in John 6: 48 – 51, saying: “I am the bread of life. (49) Your 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. (50) This is the bread which comes down out of 
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. (51) I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; 
if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the 
world is My flesh.” We know that Yahshua was referring to the final Passover, which He partook of the night 
before He was impaled, as the lamb who takes away the sins of the world. He took bread and when He had 
given thanks He told His disciples that the unleavened bread represents His body, which was given for our 
healing.  He also told his disciples that the wine that we drink at Passover, represent the new covenant in His 
blood. In addition He told His disciples, that we should keep the Passover, as a memorial to His death, until He 
returns. A memorial is kept once a year at the appointed time. 
 
We are fully aware that another name for The Scriptures is the word of Elohim: It is evident from the preceding 
paragraphs that we are therefore required to study the Scriptures to get to know the way of Elohim. We also 
know that Yahshua is the living word of YHVH who became flesh and tabernacled among us for 33 years of 
His life. It was during Yahshua’s time on earth that He gave us the perfect example of how to apply the word of 
Elohim in our lives, with a spiritual intent. We as Nazarene Israelites belief that Torah, including the 613 laws 
stipulated in the first five books, as well as all the remaining books of The Scriptures, from Genesis to 
Revelation, should be observed by all those who worship YHVH our Elohim. We understand the Word of 
Elohim to be His teachings and believe them to be the rules according to which we live our lives. Obeying the 
Law cannot bring us salvation, since salvation is the free gift of YHVH our Elohim, given to those that love and 
obey Him. However, we show our love and obedience to YHVH by obeying His commandments, as His 
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commandments regulate our moral precepts; dietary regulations; agricultural science; financial success; sexual 
behavior and religious practice. In addition to keeping these commandments we also have faith in Yahshua the 
salvation of YHVH.  
 
In Deuteronomy 9 Moses tells the children of Israel that when they cross over the Jordan, they need to 
understand that the people in the land are a great and tall people, the sons of Anakim. However, he tells them 
in verse 3 to remember that it is YHVH our Elohim who will cross over before them as a consuming fire; that 
He will destroy and subdue these nations, in order that the Israelites may drive them out quickly, just as He 
has spoken to them. In similar fashion, we need to understand that we are required to get rid of our sins 
quickly, without procrastinating about it. Moses promises the Israelites that just as YHVH took care of them 
throughout the wilderness, He will take care of them in the future. But they need to trust and obey Him, as part 
of the deal. Similarly, we may ask YHVH to help us through our daily lives and we have the promise that if we 
obey Him, He will provide our every need (not want). We see how king David relates his experience in this 
regard in Psalm 37: 25 & 26, as follows: ‘I have been young, and now I am old; yet I have not seen the 
righteous forsaken, or his descendants begging bread. (26) All day long he is gracious and lends; and 
his descendants are a blessing.’ We have never thought that the boom-time during which we came in recent 
years will come to an end. It is going to get a lot worse, before it gets better and we will have to live a lot closer 
to YHVH our Elohim, if we want Him to take care of us and our children. However, we need to pray, not only 
for food, but need to start living, by every word that proceeds from the mouth of YHVH. It is also during times 
like these that we need to make sure that our brethren are encouraged by our help in providing them with both 
physical nourishment, as well as preaching the good news about the coming kingdom of Elohim. This world is 
fast deteriorating and we need to give people hope by publishing the good news into all the world and then, the 
end shall come (as Yahshua promised in Matthew 24: 14). It is therefore necessary to share these messages 
with fellow believers, who do not have access to such services.  
 
We notice in Deuteronomy 9: 6 & 13 that the Israelites are referred to as a stiff-necked (or inflexible) people, as 
follows: “Know, then, it is not because of your righteousness that YHVH your Elohim is giving you this 
good land to possess, for you are a stubborn (or stiff-necked) people. (13) YHVH spoke further to me 
saying, ‘I have seen this people, and indeed, it is a stubborn people.’”  The point is that even today, most 
of us the descendants of the ancient Israelites are a stubborn or stiff-necked people. Even though we teach 
that the only way to get the Set-apart Spirit, is by being immersed into the saving name of Yahshua the 
salvation of YHVH, thus ensuring entry to the kingdom of Elohim, many refuse to be immersed, as they believe 
that since they were Christened as children, their ‘immersion’ is still valid. Our Messiah was given the name 
Yahshua and as it says in the last part of Matthew 1: 21: ‘For it is He who will save His people from their 
sins.’  In fact we read in Acts 4: 12: “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name 
under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved.” If according to Acts 2: 38, 
we are immersed into Yahshua’s saving name, we shall receive the Set-apart Spirit. We further read in 
Romans 8: 11: “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Yahshua from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 
Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who 
indwells you.” There are many other areas in which believers show disagreement to Scripturally proven 
doctrines and it is for this reason that Rav Shaul says in 1 Corinthians 11: 19: ‘For there must also be 
factions among you, in order that those who are approved may have become evident among you.’ 
 
As much as we were warned against rebellion in this and the previous Torah portions, we are warned about it 
in Isaiah 30: 1 & 9: “Woe to the rebellious children,” declares YHVH, “who execute a plan, but not Mine, 
and make an alliance, but not of My Spirit, in order to add sin to sin.” (9) ‘For this is a rebellious 
people, false sons, sons who refuse to listen to the instruction of YHVH.’ We understand Elohim’s plan of 
Salvation for all mankind, by keeping the Feast Days ordained by Him in Torah. As we are warned in Isaiah, 
some prefer to work out the calendar according to which they keep the Feast Days, by making an alliance with 
a group with an indifferent spirit. We read further on the subject of the appointed times (Feast Days) of Elohim, 
in Jeremiah 5: 23 & 24, as follows: ‘But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; they have turned 
aside and departed. (24) They do not say in their heart, “Let us now fear YHVH our Elohim, who gives 
rain in its season, both the autumn rain and the spring rain, who keeps for us the appointed weeks of 
the harvest.” We, who are called at this time, will if we make it into the kingdom of Elohim, become kings and 
priests under Yahshua. However, we need to overcome our rebelliousness, else YHVH will reject us from 
being kings and priests during the millennium, in the same way as He rejected king Saul in 1 Samuel 15: 23, 
as follows: “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of YHVH, He has also rejected you from being king.” This is similar 
to what we read in Hosea 4: 6, in this way: ‘My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you 
have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law 
of your Elohim. I also will forget your children’ 
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The stiffness of the neck or the hardness of heart refers to a headstrong people, who is not prepared to 
change, even if they see many witnesses in the Scriptures, supporting the fact that they are mistaken. YHVH 
informs His people how to overcome their stubbornness by telling them that He loves them in Deuteronomy 10: 
15 & 16, like this: “Yet on your fathers did YHVH set His affection to love them, and He chose their 
descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day. (16) Circumcise then your heart, 
and stiffen your neck no more.”  This is alluding to repentance, which includes return to Torah observance  
and immersion into Yahshua’s saving name, as we are told in Colossians 2: 11 & 12: ‘And in Him you were 
also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of flesh by the 
circumcision of Messiah; (12) having been buried with him in immersion, in which you were also raised 
up with Him through faith in the working of Elohim, who raised Him from the dead.’   
 
We read about the new covenant which we enter into when we are immersed into Yahshua’s name, in 
Hebrews 9: 15, as follows: ‘And for this reason He (Yahshua) is the mediator of a new covenant, in order 
that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under 
the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.’ The 
question on most people’s lips at this point is answered in Deuteronomy 10: 12, like this: “And now, Israel, 
what does YHVH your Elohim require from you, but to fear YHVH your Elohim, to walk in all His ways 
and love Him, and to serve YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul.” In fact we see 
in Deuteronomy 11: 22, that we (the modern day Israelites) are like our forefathers commanded to love YHVH, 
as follows: “For if you are careful to keep all this commandment which I am commanding you, to do it, 
to love YHVH your Elohim, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him.”  
 
We conclude by reading the admonition to us, the modern day descendants of Israel, from Hebrews 12: 25 – 
29, as follows: ‘See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For those did not escape when 
they refused him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape who turn away from Him who 
warns from heaven. (26) And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “YET 
ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.’ (27) And this 
expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of 
created things, in order that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. (Only the Spiritual things 
will eventually remain – only those who have been immersed and received the Set-apart Spirit, after 
repentance, will receive a portion of the Set-apart Spirit, giving them access to eternity) (28) Therefore, since 
we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to Elohim 
an acceptable service with reverence and awe; (29) for our Elohim is a consuming fire.’ 
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Deuteronomy 11 verse 26 to 16 verse 17 (Re’eh). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called Re’eh, meaning ‘see’ or ‘behold’. We commence reading in verse 26 - 28 of 
Deuteronomy 11, as follows: “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: (27) the 
blessing, if you listen to the commandments of YHVH your Elohim, which I am commanding you today; 
(28) and the curse, if you do not listen to the commandments of YHVH your Elohim, but turn aside from 
the way which I am commanding you today, by following other gods which you have not known.” 
YHVH is transmitting the awareness of a future happening here. He is telling Israel, that after they entered the 
land of Canaan, which He is going to give them, if they listen (the same word mothers use, when they are 
telling their children to obey in the future) to the commandments, they will be blessed. But if they do not obey 
(in the future), after they came into the land, they will be cursed.  
 
This is exactly what Yahshua meant, prior to His death, when one of the criminals on the cross next to Him, 
asked him in Luke 23: 42, saying: “Yahshua, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” Yahshua 
replied to the criminal in verse 43, saying: “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.” 
Many in Christianity, as well as some ‘Nazarene Israelites’ teach that this meant that this sinner was going to 
Heaven with Yahshua that very day, when he dies. However, we see here that when this sinner made the 
request to Yahshua, he was fully aware, that what he was asking will only happen in the distant future, when 
Yahshua come into His Kingdom.  We are aware that even though Yahshua qualified to be our coming King, 
His kingdom will only come at His return to earth one day in the future. His kingdom will replace all the human 
kingdoms on earth as the prophet Daniel prophesied in Daniel 7: 13 & 14, like this: “I kept looking in the 
night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came 
up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. (14) And to Him was given dominion, glory 
and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not 
be destroyed.” We also know that Yahshua did not mean, that the sinner was going to go to heaven with Him 
at that time, or even 43 days later when He ascended to heaven, as we read Yahshua’s own words in this 
regard in John 3: 13, like this: “And no one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from 
heaven, even the Son of Man.” 
 
The kingdom of Elohim has not come to earth, yet. Yahshua has not come to rule us, yet. This is also another 
reason why some Nazarene Israelites and like-minded believers, mistakenly hold, that they have been given 
the Oracles of Elohim by Yahshua. They believe that because Yahshua already came, He has taken rulership 
away from our Jewish brothers and given it to them. They base this erroneous belief on Genesis 49: 10, where 
we read: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until 
Shiloh (another name for the Messiah) comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” When 
Yahshua came the first time, He did not come to take over rulership of the earth; instead He came to die for 
the sins of the world and to remarry His bride. In addition, all His people were not obedient to Him at the time. 
So the prophesy in Genesis 49: 10 is also still to happen. In addition, we know that paradise was originally on 
earth, in the garden of Eden. When Yahshua returns, those of us called at this time to become kings and 
priests under Him during His millennial rule will assist Him to restore the earth back to the condition that it was 
in before Adam and Eve sinned and was driven out of the Garden of Eden. In fact Yahshua Himself said to 
Pilate in John 18: 36: “My kingdom is not of this world (Olam Hazeh). If my kingdom were of this world, 
then My servants would be fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but as it is, My 
kingdom is not of this realm.” Yahshua’s kingdom will be in the ‘Olam Haba’ meaning the world or age to 
come. The world to come will be the kingdom of Elohim on earth, spoken about as Elohim’s rest - the seventh 
thousand year during which Yahshua will rule us from Jerusalem, after six thousand years of misrule by 
humanity. 
 
Rav Shaul also talks about this same, yet future event in Hebrews 4: 1 & 2, 7 & 11, as follows: ‘Therefore, let 
us fear lest, while a promise remains of entering His rest (the Olam Haba), any one of you should seem 
to have come short of it. (2) For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but 
the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. (7) He 
again fixed a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so long a time just as has been said 
before, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE. DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS.” (11) Let us therefore be 
diligent to enter that rest (the Olam Haba), lest anyone fall through following the same example of 
disobedience.’  
 
Contrary to the way Deuteronomy 11: 27 is translated in English, where we read that a blessing will occur ‘if 
you listen to the commandments of YHVH your Elohim’, the Hebrew translation simply states: ‘Behold I 
set before you today blessing and curse; a blessing of hearing the commandments….’ As can be seen 
here, the conditional if, is not attached to the blessing, but only to the curse in the Hebrew translation. This is 
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because to the Hebrew reader, obeying the word of Elohim is a blessing in itself – this is also why YHVH gave 
Israel His Torah – or teachings that lead to an abundant life. The Israelites have not yet, at this point 
experienced the rest which they were promised by YHVH in the wilderness. Even though some saw the 
promised land in a distance, they did not enter it, because of unbelief, and many died in the wilderness. This 
same fate awaits those who are not willing to listen to the word of Elohim, as we read in Isaiah 30: 15, as 
follows: ‘For thus YHVH Elohim, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest you shall be 
saved, In quietness and trust (in YHVH, not yourself) is your strength.” But you were not willing.’ As our 
forefathers were, so are many of us, as we read in verse 9 of Isaiah 30: ‘For this is a rebellious people, false 
sons, sons who refuse to listen to the instruction of YHVH.’ 
 
In Deuteronomy 12 as well as in chapter 14 and 16, we see that this Torah portion deals in the main with the 
Feast Days of Elohim. We read in verse 5 of Deuteronomy 12: ‘But you shall seek YHVH at the place which 
YHVH your Elohim shall choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and 
there you shall come.’ We see in consecutive verses that it is there where the sons of Israel will bring their 
burnt offerings, sacrifices, tithes, contributions and freewill offerings. It is also there where they will eat before 
YHVH and rejoice before Him. YHVH is telling the sons of Israel that whereas sacrifices are not to be offered 
haphazardly in verse 13 of Deuteronomy 12: “Be careful that you do not offer your burnt offerings in 
every cultic place you see,” they may slaughter and eat meat of undomesticated animals, such as gazelle 
and deer, which could not be eaten in the wilderness and the unclean and the clean may eat of it (as per verse 
15). The reason was that since meat eating in the wilderness always involved sacrifices, only domesticated 
animals, were offered and only those who were ritually clean, could partake of it.  The only proviso is that the 
blood of these animals be poured out into the ground like water. We read a second witness to this in verse 23 
of Deuteronomy 12, as follows: “Only be sure not to eat the blood, for the blood is the life, and you shall 
not eat the life with the flesh.” As mentioned in a previous Torah portion, the life of the animal, or its nature 
is in its blood, and we should not partake of its animal nature. However, we should partake of the Passover 
wine, which represents Yahshua’s blood – whereby we imbibe of His nature. 
 
Deuteronomy 13 and the first part of chapter 14 deals with idolatrous practices and the Israelites are told to 
purge the evil from among them. We read in verse 1 - 3 of Deuteronomy 13: “if a prophet or a dreamer of 
dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, (2) and the sign or the wonder comes 
true, concerning which he spoke to you saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not 
known) and let us serve them, (3) you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams; for YHVH your Elohim is testing you to find out if you love YHVH your Elohim with all your 
heart and with all your soul.’” The mere fact that the words of a prophet or dreamer comes true, is not 
evidence enough that such a prophet or dreamer is legitimate at all. YHVH wants to see what we will do if we 
have alternative options. We should therefore be very suspicious of a ‘Messiah’ who teaches that the Torah is 
abolished. We read in verse 4 of Deuteronomy 13, that we should follow YHVH our Elohim, keep His 
commandments, listen to His voice (word), serve Him and cling to Him. We also read that the prophet or 
dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against YHVH. We see that 
even if a brother, your mother, your son, your daughter or your wife, or a friend entices you to serve other 
gods, you shall not listen to them, but you shall not spare them and shall put them to death, by stoning. Even 
though we do not stone people today, I am sure it will scare the people into obedience. Continuing in 
Deuteronomy 14: 1 & 2, we read: “You are the sons of YHVH your Elohim; you shall not cut yourselves 
nor shave your forehead for the sake of the dead. (2) For you are a set-apart people to YHVH your 
Elohim; and YHVH has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who 
are on the face of the earth.” We need to remember that YHVH has chosen us to be first-fruits from among 
all the inhabitants of the earth. As such, we are ambassadors of the coming kingdom of Elohim. We should 
therefore obey the Torah teachings of YHVH our Elohim, and not do the things that the people in the world do. 
We as future kings and priests should separate ourselves from the world and the pagan things that they do, in 
order that we may become part of the Israel of Elohim. Yes, it is by setting yourself apart for YHVH, that you 
become part of the Israel of Elohim. We should set ourselves apart by how we live, as well as what we eat. We 
therefore read in verses 3 – 21 of Deuteronomy 14, what is considered food for us and what is not. We may 
eat any animal that has its hoof split in two and chews the cud; we may eat anything (fish) that has both fins 
and scales that live in the water; and we may eat clean birds such as chicken, turkey, grouse, pheasant, and 
duck. The Scriptures do not list these clean birds, but instead list the birds that we should not eat, such as the 
eagle, the buzzard, the vulture, the kite, the falcon, the raven, the owl, the ostrich, the sea gull, the hawk, the 
pelican, the cormorant, the stork, the heron, the hoopoe and the bat. We also know from Leviticus 11 that of all 
the insects, only those which have legs with which to jump above their feet, such as the locust, the cricket and 
the grasshopper are considered fit for human consumption.  
It is both important to know which animals are kosher and which are not. It is equally important to make sure 
that we bleed kosher animals in the proper way, that we remove all excess blood by means of course salt and 
that we never eat the fat of the animal. In addition we see that we shall not eat the meat of a kosher animal 
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which dies of itself, but that we may give it to a foreigner – as it does not matter what they eat. However, we 
see repeated here a third time that we shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk. Despite the fact that this 
particular command is repeated three times in Torah, some insist that it does not mean that we should not eat 
or cook meat and milk derivative products together. The proponents of diets containing meat and milk together, 
usually site Genesis 18: 8, as a Torah rule negating this ‘meaningless’ commandment. My question is:  Why 
will YHVH first give us a rule negating a command which He then repeats three times in Torah? The reason is 
that in Genesis 18: 8, Abraham, who was fully aware who his three visitors where, gave them meat together 
with curds and milk to eat. We notice in the verses following verse 8 of Genesis 18, that one of the three 
visitors was YHVH and in Exodus 19 that the two men with YHVH were two angels. Most of us are aware of a 
number of times in previous and this Torah portion, where we are forbidden to eat fat or blood. However, we 
also noticed in Leviticus 3: 16 that all the fat belongs to YHVH. Even though it was not easy to understand the 
reason for the command in question, at the time when YHVH gave it, we understand with the assistance of 
modern day medical science today, that eating meat and milk derivative products together could result in 
increased cholesterol levels for human beings. Other than with humans, Spirit beings do not need food and do 
not have digestive systems like ours; they probably burn-up food offered them by human beings. As Spirit 
beings YHVH and the two angels with Him, were able to ‘consume’ or burn the fatty meal, whereas it is 
forbidden for human consumption. Disobedience to this health law will eventually result in cholesterol 
problems, but by not obeying it, we, like in the case with Adam and Eve, are disobedient to Elohim, by eating 
what He commanded us not to.  
 
The law of tithing is also repeated in this Torah portion, in verse 22 of Deuteronomy 14. However, it is talking 
about the Festival tithe as we read in verses 23 – 26, as follows: “And you shall eat in the presence of 
YHVH your Elohim, at the place where He chooses to establish His name, the tithe of your grain, your 
new wine, your oil, and the first-born of your herd and your flock, in order that you may learn to fear 
YHVH your Elohim always. (24) And if the distance is too great for you that you are not able to bring 
the tithe, since the place where YHVH your Elohim chooses to set His name is too far away from you 
when YHVH your Elohim blesses you, (25) then you shall exchange it for money, and bind the money 
in your hand and go to the place which YHVH your Elohim chooses. (26) And you may spend the 
money for whatever your heart desires, for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or whatever your 
heart desires; and there you shall eat in the presence of YHVH your Elohim and rejoice you and your 
household.” The tithe belongs to YHVH and by partaking of it; we are eating from the table of the King of the 
Universe on an annual basis, thus learning to fear Him always. By saving a tithe, we are able to attend the 
annual Feast Days of Elohim and it is by attending the Feast Days that we get to fully understand Elohim’s 
plan of salvation for all mankind. We read further  in Deuteronomy 14: 27 - 29, that at the end of every third 
year, you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in that year, and shall deposit it in your town, and the 
Levite, because he has no inheritance among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in your 
town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that YHVH your Elohim may bless you in all the work of 
your hand which you do. 
 
In Deuteronomy 15, we read about the release of debts every seven years. We learn from the year of release 
of debt, to have more of a giving attitude, but we also learn about the forgiveness of sins. We see in verse 4 of 
Deuteronomy 15: ‘However, there shall be no poor among you, since YHVH will surely bless you in the 
land which YHVH your Elohim is giving you as an inheritance to possess.’ We read further in verses 7 & 
8 of Deuteronomy 15: “If there is a poor man with you, one of your brothers in any of your towns in your 
land which YHVH your Elohim is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from 
your poor brother; (8) but you shall freely open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him 
sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks.” Continuing on in verse 11, we read:  “For the poor will never 
cease to be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall freely open your hand to your 
brother, to your needy and poor in your land.’” This last verse is not a contradiction of verse 4, but is 
essentially saying that we should make sure that we help the poor, so that there is no lack of food and shelter 
among our brethren. The year of remission, should also remind us to forgive our debtors, so that YHVH will 
forgive us our debt, as Yahshua taught us in Matthew 6: 14 & 15, saying: “For if you forgive men for their 
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. (15) But if you do not forgive men, then 
your Father will not forgive your transgressions.” We read in the last part of Deuteronomy 15 about 
Hebrew slaves, who should be released during the seventh year which is the year of release. We read in verse 
14, of Deuteronomy 15: “You shall furnish him liberally from all your flock and from your threshing floor 
and from your wine vat; you shall give to him as YHVH your Elohim has blessed you.” 
 
We also read about the Feast Days of Elohim, in Deuteronomy 16: It informs us to keep the Passover in the 
evening at sunset, at the season, that our forefathers came out of Egypt.  The Passover is followed by the 
seven days of unleavened bread. We also read about counting the Omer from the time that you begin to put 
the sickle to the standing grain, from the day after the First Day of Unleavened Bread, for seven complete 
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weeks, and then we keep the Feast of Weeks or Shavuot. Three time a year we are to appear before YHVH, in 
the Place that He chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks and at the Feast of 
Booths (also known as Tabernacles). At the end of verse 16, we are told not to appear before YHVH empty 
handed, and conclude by reading Deuteronomy 16: 17, as follows: “Every man shall give (a freewill offering) 
as he is able, according to the blessing of YHVH your Elohim which He has given you.”  
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Deuteronomy 16 verse 18 to 21 verse 9 (Shoftim). 
 

This Torah portion is called Shoftim, meaning ‘judges’. We read suitably in Deuteronomy 16 verse 18: “You 
shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which YHVH your Elohim is giving you, 
according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.” In this Torah portion 
we read about the establishment of various institutions and their functions for the administration of the Law in 
the nation of Israel, once they have settled in the Promised Land.  The quest for justice in the Promised Land 
was other than in other countries of the world, a commandment given by YHVH. The appointment of judges 
and administrators provided for the establishment of a number of religious and civil prohibitions, with resulting 
penalties for breaking them.  
 
We read in verse 20 of Deuteronomy 16: “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, that you may live 
and possess the land which YHVH your Elohim is giving you.” The question at this point is: Why is justice 
so important to YHVH?  Justice being one of the character traits of YHVH our Elohim promotes the right 
attitude required for a meaningful relationship with Him and amongst fellow human beings. We read the first 
prohibition in verse 21 to be against the planting of an Asherah or any tree beside the altar of Elohim, which 
Israel was to build for themselves. In addition we read that they were prohibited from setting up sacred pillars 
which YHVH our Elohim hates. We see that even though YHVH warned Israel, they did not listen, but stiffened 
their necks like their forefathers did, who did not believe in YHVH our Elohim, as is recorded for us in 2 Kings 
17: 16, as follows: ‘And they forsook all the commandments of YHVH their Elohim and made for 
themselves molten images, even two calves, and made an Asherah and worshipped all the host of 
heaven and served Baal.’ In fact we the modern day Israelites are doing exactly what our ancient forefathers 
did in the Promised Land. Notice that most churches36 in the world have pillars or steeples built next to them. 
The pointed steeples or pillars next to these churches are similar to the obelisks or sun-pillars of Egypt. The 
obelisk is a slender four-sided shaft of stone, terminating in a pyramid, regarded by the ancient Egyptians as 
the symbol of G-d. It was customary to place these pillars before Egyptian temples. Apparently twelve obelisks 
were transported from Egypt to Rome. One of these obelisks is the one that many travelers to Rome are 
familiar with in front of the St Peter’s Catholic Church in Rome. There are others in New York, London, Paris 
and Berlin.  
 
Deuteronomy 17 deals with the particulars surrounding legal matters. Of specific importance is the focal point 
that we read about in verses 8 to 13, as follows: “If any case is too difficult for you to decide, between one 
kind of homicide or another, between one kind of lawsuit or another, and between one kind of assault 
or another, being cases of dispute in your courts, then you shall arise and go up to the place which 
YHVH your Elohim chooses. (9) So you shall come to the Levitical priest or the judge who is in office in 
those days, and you shall inquire of them, and they will declare to you the verdict in the case. (10) And 
you shall do according to the terms of the verdict which they declare to you from that place which 
YHVH chooses; and you shall be careful to observe according to all that they teach you. (11) 
According to the terms of the law which they teach you, and according to the verdict which they tell 
you, you shall do; you shall not turn aside from the word which they declare to you, to the right or the 
left. (12) And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to 
serve YHVH your Elohim, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge evil from Israel. (13) 
Then all the people will hear and be afraid, and will not act presumptuously again.”  This section of the 
Torah portion is essentially understood by the Jewish sages as being ‘halakah’, or the way in which we should 
walk. Verse 11 above, tells us that Moses and the Levitical priests and judges appointed by him, are the ones 
who are responsible to determine the way in which we should walk. They, the ones appointed in place of 
Moses, or the ones sitting in Moses’ seat, decide about the difficult issues in the way we walk, such as the 
need for postponements, to ensure that the Day of Atonement does not fall immediately before or after a 
weekly Sabbath.  
 
Let’s consider a related issue for a moment: There are those who insist that the calculated calendar as used by 
our Jewish brothers, came about as a result of a decision by Hillel II, whose responsibility it was as part of the 

                                                           
36

 The word church is according to C J Koster’s book entitled: “Come out of her My people”, traced back to the English or Anglo-Saxon 
root, namely Circe.  We see in this same book that Circe was the goddess-daughter of the mythological Sun-god, Helios. The word Circe 
is related to circle, as well as circus. The Old English word Circe was pronounced as Kirke. The word church is known in Scotland as Kirk, 
in German as Kirche, and in Dutch and its derivative languages as Kerk meaning a building, where religious services are conducted. It is 
interesting that the literal English translation of Psalm 1: 1  in the Afrikaans (A Dutch derivative language, spoken by mainly Dutch 
descendants in South Africa) Bible is as follows: “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the 
way of the sinners, nor sit in the circle of scoffers!” The Hebrew word qahal, means an assembly or congregation and the Greek word 
ekklesia means an assembly of called-out ones. Neither the Hebrew word qahal nor the Greek word Ekklesia means a building.  
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Sanhedrin to regulate the calendar. He was required by the Catholic Church to issue a decree during the years 
358 – 359 CE to institute the authority of the fixed or calculated Hebrew calendar that we know today. 
However, we know that the Jews used a calculated calendar before this time, since we have an historical 
witness from no less than Roman Emperor Constantine, that three centuries after Yahshua’s crucifixion, the 
true disciples were still reckoning the festival dates by the same calendar used by the Jewish community. It 
was decreed, by the Council of Nicea, held in 325 CE, where the timing of the Paschal festival was discussed. 
Even though the early Catholics were replacing Passover with Easter, they still retained the term pasha, as 
used in The Greek Scriptures.   The excerpts of Constantine’s decree, preserved by the Church historian 
Eusebius, is as follows: He wrote that it seemed “a most unworthy thing that we should follow the custom of 
the Jews in the celebration of the most holy solemnity, rejecting the practice of his people, we should 
perpetuate to all future ages the celebration of this rite, in a more legitimate order. Let us then have nothing in 
common with the most hostile rabble of the Jews. Let us withdraw ourselves, my much honoured brethren, 
from that most odious fellowship. It is indeed in the highest degree preposterous, that they should 
superciliously vaunt themselves, that truly without their instruction, we cannot properly observe this rite, they 
continue, wandering in the grossest error, instead of duly reforming their calculations.” A historical View of the 
Council of Nicea, Eusebius, pp. 52 – 53).  The sighting of the New Moon was always used to verify or confirm 
the calculated calendar established by Moses. The figure used anciently to calculate the Hebrew calendar of 
29, 53059 days

37
 per month, was the same used by NASA until 1968, when satellite and computer technology 

allowed them to take the number out one more decimal point.  
 
We know that the Rabbinical Jews or modern day Pharisees are even today responsible for such matters as 
the timing of the calendar, as Yahshua confirmed in Matthew 23: 2 & 3, saying: “The scribes and the 
Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; (3) therefore all that they tell you, do and 
observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things, and do not do them.” Some 
modern day Sadducees assert that Yahshua did not say this at all, but from reading verse 29 of Matthew 22, 
we see Yahshua answering the Sadducees in this way: “You are mistaken, not understanding (or knowing) 
the Scriptures, or the power of Elohim.” Since Yahshua was our example, we do not consider a judgment 
by this group of latter day Sadducees as being legitimate at all.  In addition we know that those who follow 
such groups, will eventually be left wanting, as we understand from the warning in Malachi 2:1 – 8 as follows: 

‘“And now, this commandment is for you, O Priests. (2) If you do not listen, and if you do not take it to 
heart to give honor to My Name,” says YHVH of hosts, “then I will  send the curse upon you, and I will 
curse your blessings; and indeed, I have cursed them already, because you are not taking it to heart. 
(3) Behold, I am going to rebuke your offspring, and I will spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of 
your feasts; and you will be taken away with it. (4) Then you will know that I have sent this 
commandment to you, that  My covenant may continue with Levi,” says YHVH of hosts. (5) “My 
covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so he 
revered Me, and stood in awe of My name. (6) True instruction was in his mouth, and unrighteousness 
was not found on his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from 
iniquity. (7) For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction from 
his mouth; for he is the messenger of YHVH of hosts. (8) But as for you, you have turned aside from 
the way; you have caused many to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of 
Levi,” says YHVH of hosts.’ Yes, the priests or judges in office today are the Rabbinical Jews. They are the 
lawgivers of YHVH (as per Genesis 49: 10); they have the Oracles of Elohim and decide on the timing of the 
annual Feast Days of Elohim. I know that not many agree with me, however, we know for a fact that Yahshua 
will return on Yom Teruah one day in the near future. We read in Zechariah 12, that when He returns, those in 
the synagogue (where men sit separate from their wives) will see Him whom they (we) have pierced (verse 
10). What will they be doing in synagogue at that time? Obviously keeping Rosh Hashanah, also known as 
The Feast of Trumpets. If the calendar based on the sighting of the crescent moon, is about two days behind 
the Hebrew calendar, are the ones observing it, and the ones who formed an alliance with them, going to be 
keeping The Feast of Trumpets at the same time as the Rabbinical Jews do? Or are they going to be a day or 
two too late? 
 
Yahshua our Messiah did not abolish the Torah of Moses at all, but made certain corrections, such as keeping 
the Passover the evening before our Jewish brothers kept it. Now you, might say if what we have just covered 
is true, why do we follow Yahshua in keeping the Passover, a day before the Rabbinical Jews do? The answer 
to this question is to be found in verses 18 & 19 of Deuteronomy 18, where Moses informs the people that 
YHVH told him, as follows: ‘I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put 
My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. (19) And it shall come 
about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name I Myself will require it 
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of him.’ Yahshua our Messiah is the one that Moses wrote about here. In fact Yahshua mentioned this after 
His resurrection in Luke 24: 44 & 45, as follows: ‘Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke 
to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” (45) Then He opened their minds to understanding the 
Scriptures.’ Yahshua said further in John 5: 43 – 47: “I have come in My Father’s name (Yahshua or the 
Salvation of YHVH), and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you will receive 
him. (44) How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the 
glory that is from the one and only Elohim? (45) Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; 
the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. (46) For if you believed Moses, 
you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. (47) But if you do not believe his writings, how will you 
believe My words?” We may twist and turn as much as we like, we are still required to believe or keep the 
Torah given by the hand of Moses, to understand and fully believe Messiah’s words. The prophet that Moses 
was telling us about in Deuteronomy 18 was none other than Yahshua our Messiah. He is the only one who 
has the right to correct the Hebrew calendar, like He did when He kept the Passover 24 hours before the Jews 
of His day, as well as the Rabbinical Jews of today do. 
 
The rest of Deuteronomy 17 deals with the appointment of a king over the nation of Israel, should they ask 
YHVH for a king, like all the nations around them have. However, we read in verses 14 & 15: “When you 
enter the land which YHVH your Elohim gives you, and you possess it and live in it, and you say, ‘I will 
set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,’ (15) you shall surely set a king over you 
whom YHVH your Elohim chooses, one from among your countrymen you shall set as king over 
yourselves; you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who is not your countryman.” Continuing on in 
the Torah portion, we see that YHVH requires such a king over Israel, not to multiply horses for himself, or 
cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses for him, since YHVH has told them, not to ever return to 
Egypt. We the modern day descendants of Israel, as well as those who are not bloodline Israelites, but who 
through faith become part of the Israel of Elohim, should make sure that we do not out of curiosity visit Egypt, 
when we go on a trip to the land of Israel. A future king of Israel should also not multiply many wives unto 
himself, lest they turn his heart away, nor shall he greatly increase silver or gold for himself. Instead, such a 
king will write a copy of the Torah on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests, for himself. He shall keep 
his copy of the Torah with him and shall read it all the days of his life, so that he may learn to fear YHVH, by 
carefully observing all the words of the Torah, that his heart may not be lifted above that of his countrymen and 
that he may not turn aside from the commandments. 
 
In Deuteronomy 18 we read once more that the Levitical priest shall have no portion of inheritance with Israel; 
and that they shall eat Elohim’s offerings by fire and His portion. We also read a warning to Israel, not to 
imitate the detestable things that the nations around them do, such as divination, witchcraft, the interpretation 
of omens, the casting of spells, calling up the dead and the like. But they shall walk blamelessly before YHVH 
our Elohim. We who are called out at this time should like the future kings of Israel be truly blameless. We read 
fittingly in Ephesians 1: 3 – 5: ‘Blessed be the Elohim and Father of our Master Yahshua Messiah, who 
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Messiah, (4) just as He chose us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be set-apart and blameless before Him in love. 
(5) He predestined us to adoption as sons through Yahshua Messiah to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will.’ 
 
Deuteronomy 19 deals with the cities of refuge and with the boundary marks of one’s neighbor. The cities of 
refuge were set up to avoid blood shedding in cases of the unintentional killing of human beings. We read 
about the avenger of blood, who was also seen as the blood redeemer. It was the purpose of the blood 
redeemer to ensure that justice is attained for a family member, thereby ensuring purification from the 
contamination that occurred by the shedding of innocent blood. We read appropriately in verses 11 – 13: “But 
if there is a man who hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and rises up against him and strikes 
him so that he dies, and flee to one of these cities, (12) then the elders of his city shall send and take 
him from there and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die.  (13) You shall 
not pity him, but you shall purge the blood of the innocent from Israel, that it may go well with you.” 
Continuing in verse 14 we read about the boundary marks of a neighbor, as follows: “You shall not move 
your neighbor’s boundary mark, which the ancestors have set, in your inheritance which you shall 
inherit in the land that YHVH your Elohim gives you to possess.” This same commandment is also 
repeated in Proverbs 22: 28. 
 
Deuteronomy 20 set-outs the regulations regarding war, and those individuals to be exempted from going to 
war in the nation of Israel. We read in verse 5 of Deuteronomy 20, that the man who has built a new house, but 
who has not dedicated his house yet, should be send back home from the warfront, lest another man 
dedicates his house. In the second place a man who has planted a vineyard and has not begun to use its fruit, 
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should also be sent home from the warfront, lest another man begin to use the fruit. Thirdly we see that a man 
engaged to be married, should also be sent home lest he dies in the war and another man marries his wife. 
Lastly, the fainthearted man should also be sent home from the warfront, lest he causes the hearts of his fellow 
soldier’s to melt like his. Next we read in verse 10 of Deuteronomy 20, that when the sons of Israel come into a 
city and offer it terms of peace, and the inhabitants agree to make peace, then all those found in the city shall 
become forced labor and serve the Israelites. However, if the people of the city do not make peace with Israel, 
but decide to fight, then the sons of Israel shall lay siege to the city and kill all the men in the city by the edge 
of the sword. Only the women, the children and the animals that are in the city shall become spoil to them. The 
Israelites were told to do so with all the cities of the nations in their vicinity. In addition, they were to leave 
nothing alive in those cities which YHVH gives to Israel as an inheritance, but utterly destroy the pagan 
nations, including the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as 
YHVH commanded them. 
 
In conclusion, this Torah portion deals with a slain person who is found lying in the open field in the land which 
YHVH gave Israel to possess. We read in verses 2 - 4 of Deuteronomy 21: ‘Then your elders and your 
judges shall go out and measure the distance to the cities which are around the slain one. (3) And it 
shall be that the city which is nearest to the slain man, that is, the elders of the city, shall take a heifer 
of the herd, which has not been worked and which has not pulled in a yoke; (4) and the elders of that 
city shall bring the heifer down to a valley with running water, which has not been plowed or sown, and 
shall break the heifer’s neck there in the valley.’ The heifer is to be killed and not slaughtered and should 
therefore be buried, rather than to be burnt. It is not sacrificed, but symbolizes atonement for the blood of the 
slain person, as he cannot be avenged without the apprehension of his murderer. We see in verse 6 that it also 
allows the elders of the city ‘to wash their hands’ regarding the innocent blood that was shed in the midst of the 
people of Israel. 
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Deuteronomy 21 verse 10 to 25 verse 19 (Ki Tetzei). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called Ki Tetzei, meaning ‘when you go out.’ It continues with the application of 
justice, in the nation of Israel, as was commenced with in the previous Torah portion. Like I mentioned before, 
the application of justice is understood to be Halakah, or the way in which we should walk. For many the idea 
of applying The Scriptures to the way they live their lives, is disconcerting. They hold that we are free moral 
agents, with freedom of choice and should be allowed to do as we please. They do not want to be controlled 
by anybody or anything in their lives. However, such people should never forget that our Creator YHVH only 
wants what is good for us. Even though we are wonderfully made, we still need to live according to the 
instruction manual that YHVH gave us, to live life according to His will and purpose. Obviously those who deny 
the existence of the Creator will only get to understand after the second resurrection.  
 
Before we continue with the Torah portion, allow me to give you a glimpse into Elohim’s purpose for us: After 
the creation of man, Adam and Eve were given the choice whether to follow YHVH and have a relationship 
with Him that could lead to eternal life, symbolized by the tree of life, or whether to decide for themselves what 
is right and wrong, symbolized by the tree of knowledge of good and evil. We know that they, deceived by 
Satan, chose to turn from Elohim and earned the death penalty by their action. However, because YHVH knew 
that mankind would fail Him, He planned to become our Savior as we read in the last part of Isaiah 63: 8, or as 
we read in Revelation 13: 8 (KJV), to become: “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” This is 
confirmed for us in Colossians 1: 19 & 22, as follows: “For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the 
fullness (of Deity or Elohim – as per Col 2: 9) to dwell in Him (Yahshua), (20) and through Him to reconcile 
all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven. (21) And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds, (22) yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order 
to present you before Him set-apart and blameless and beyond reproach.” Wow, this is telling us that we 
are able to receive what Adam and Eve had, before they sinned! It is as we read in Romans 6: 23: “(For) the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of Elohim is eternal life in Messiah Yahshua our Master.” 
Proverbs 15: 33, informs us that: “The fear of YHVH is the instruction for wisdom, and before honor 
comes humility.” YHVH requires us to learn humility through this physical existence, before He will honor us 
with eternal life. In Philippians 2: 6 - 9, Rav Shaul explains how Yahshua also went through this important 
experience, in this way: “Who, although He existed in the form of Elohim, did not regard equality with 
Elohim a thing to be grasp, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond servant, and being made in 
the likeness of them (mankind). And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even the death on a tree. Therefore also Elohim highly 
exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name.” We know that the name of our 
Messiah is Yahshua, meaning the salvation of YHVH. 
 
When we humble ourselves and become teachable, YHVH reveals His ways and purpose to us. His purpose is 
to bring many sons to glory, so that He and all humanity will be of the same family, as we read in Hebrews 2: 8 
– 12, in this way: “THOU HAST PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. For in subjecting 
all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things 
subjected to him (us). (9) But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, 
namely Yahshua, because of the suffering of death crowned with the grace of Elohim He might taste 
death for everyone.  (10)For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.  (11) 
For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified (us) are all from one Father; for which reason 
He is not ashamed to call them brethren,” (12) saying, “I WILL PROCLAIM THY NAME TO MY 
BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING THY PRAISE.”  Those who are only 
concerned with the self-do not realize what Elohim’s purpose was when He created us in His image, as we are 
told in Genesis 1: 26 & 27. The question is: Do we fully realize what YHVH our Elohim has planned for us? 
According to Rav Shaul, YHVH planned our incredible human potential long before our original parents Adam 
and Eve where created. The plan involved Yahshua Messiah our Savior, as we read in 2 Timothy 1: 9, as 
follows: “Who has saved us, and called us with a holy (set-apart) calling, not according to our works, 
but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Messiah Yahshua from all 
eternity.” Even if this sounds unbelievable, we were created to eventually be changed into spirit beings, as the 
immortal children of YHVH our Elohim. We read this in one of the most inspiring passages that Rav Shaul 
wrote, in Romans 8: 16 & 17, as follows: “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of Elohim, (17) and if children, heirs also, heirs of Elohim and fellow heirs with Messiah, if 
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified (exalted) with Him.” According to verses 
19 to 21: “For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of Elohim. 
(20) For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, 
in hope (21) that the creation itself also be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of 
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the glory of the children of Elohim.”  YHVH will ultimately change our bodies from flesh to spirit according to 
1 Corinthians 15: 42 - 44. In verses 50 to 53, we see that to achieve our potential, we must be changed 
through a resurrection from physical bodies, to immortal children of Elohim. At the end of verse 54 we see that 
ultimately “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
 
However, knowing this, presents us with another question, i.e. what does YHVH expect of us? As modern day 
disciples of Yahshua, we are expected to learn, live and teach Elohim’s way of life – the way of giving and love 
through obedience to the teachings of Elohim. Elohim’s Torah teaches that we show our love to Him, by our 
obedience to His word or Torah. This is made clear in 1 John 5: 3 as follows: “For this is the love of Elohim, 
that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.” However, before 
YHVH gives us the blessing of eternal life, He wants each one of us to accept and live by His commandments, 
so that we may live in peace with fellow human beings. To fully realize our human potential, we need to 
recognize and fight Satan’s influence in our lives.  Satan is the fallen angel who has brought chaos and 
confusion to the earth and its inhabitants (see Isaiah 14: 12 – 14 and Ezekiel 28: 13 -16). He is responsible for 
deceiving the whole world (see Revelation 12: 9). According to 2 Corinthians 4: 4 his function is to blind the 
minds of unbelievers so that they do not see the light of the gospel of the image of Elohim, namely Yahshua 
our Messiah.  
 
The good news is that it is not Elohim’s intention to allow Satan to exercise his corruptive influence over 
humans forever. When Messiah returns to rule, Satan will be imprisoned for a thousand years. Those who 
were called during this age and who died in faithful obedience, believing that Yahshua is the Messiah, will be 
resurrected at His return (1 Thessalonians 4: 13, 16). The ones alive believing in Yahshua and keeping the 
commandments of Elohim will be caught up together with the resurrected believers, to meet Yahshua in the 
clouds (verse 17). During the next 1000 years, Yahshua will rule the world from Jerusalem with His saints (as 
we see the last part of Revelation 20 verse 4). According to Revelation 20: 7, Satan will be loosed again at the 
end of the 1000 years and He will once again deceive the nations which will be at the four corners of the earth, 
namely Gog and Magog. These people will surround the camp of the saints in Jerusalem, but fire will come 
down from heaven to devour them (verse 8), then Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone and 
be tormented for ever and ever (verse 9). After this come the second resurrection and the great white throne 
judgment. All the people who have not known YHVH our Elohim will be resurrected and will be given an 
opportunity to repent and be reconciled to YHVH at that time (for more information please read Matthew 11: 20 
– 24, Isaiah 25: 7 – 9  and Revelation 20: 11 - 13).  Yes there will be those in the second resurrection, who will 
also reject (YHVH)’s way of life; they together with the wicked who sinned with full knowledge of the coming 
Kingdom of Elohim, during this age, will become ashes under the feet of the righteous (Malachi 4: 3). Now that 
we know Elohim’s purpose for creating mankind, do we want to continue to doing things our way, or are we 
prepared to obey the word of YHVH our Elohim. 
 
Our Torah portion begins with a regulation about men who desire and marry foreign women, taken captive 
during war, but who lose interest in such women soon after they have consummated the marriage. We read in 
verse 14 of Deuteronomy 21: “And it shall be, if you are not pleased with her, then you shall let her go 
wherever she wishes; but you shall certainly not sell her for money, you shall not mistreat her, 
because you have humbled her.” The next section deals with the rights of the first-born son of a man who 
has two wives, one loved and one unloved. The man cannot make the son of the loved, the first-born, if the 
son of the unloved is the first-born. He is obliged to give the first-born son of the unloved a double portion of all 
that he has, since he is the beginning of his strength. In verse 18 - 20 of Deuteronomy 21, we read the rulings 
about a rebellious son who will not obey his parents, when they chastise him. If such a son will not listen to his 
parents, they will bring him before the elders (appointed by Moses according to the previous Torah portion), 
and will accuse him before the elders. If such a son is a rebellious son who overindulges and will not listen to 
his parents, the men of the city shall stone him to death, thus removing the evil from the midst of Israel. We 
also read in verse 22, that after a man has committed a sin worthy of death, he shall be put to death and hung 
upon a tree. The instruction further specifies that the corpse of such a man, shall not hang on the tree 
overnight, but shall be buried the same day. This reminds us about Yahshua’s death for us, as is recorded in 
Galatians 3: 13 & 14, as follows: ‘Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a 
curse for us – for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE” (14) in order that in 
Messiah Yahshua the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the 
promise of the spirit through faith.’ 
 
The next set of rulings in Deuteronomy 22, focus on the concern that we as Israelites should have for a fellow 
countrymen’s property and welfare, as well as our sensitivity towards Elohim’s creation. We read accordingly in 
verse 1 of Deuteronomy 22: “You shall not see your countryman’s ox or his sheep straying away, and 
pay no attention to them; you shall certainly bring them back to your countryman.” We read further in 
verse 6 & 7 of Deuteronomy 22: ‘If you happen to come upon a bird’s nest along the way, in any tree or 
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on the ground, with young ones or eggs, and the mother sitting on the young or on the eggs, you shall 
not take the mother with the young; (7) you shall certainly let the mother go, but the young you may 
take for yourself, in order that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days.’ We notice 
that the correct action here holds a promise, similar to that of the fifth commandment. Why do these 
commandments hold the same reward?  Our Jewish brother’s hold that each word spoken in Torah carries 
equal importance, from the most esteemed to the least esteemed precept, and obedience to all is equally 
important. We continue reading that if we have a flat-roofed house on which we fellowship, we shall make a 
parapet for the roof, so that we may not bring bloodguilt on our homes, if anyone falls from it. We see that it is 
prohibited to plow with an ox or a donkey together; or to wear a garment made from mixed fabric. These 
‘chukim’ is understood better, when reading 2 Corinthians 6: 14, as follows: ‘Do not be bound together with 
unbelievers; for what partnership have the righteous and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light 
with darkness.’ The command to make tassels on the corners of our garments with which we cover ourselves 
is repeated in Deuteronomy 22: 12, being a second witness to Numbers 15: 38. 
 
The topic of divorce is discussed in the next few verses. We read in verses 13 to 19, of Deuteronomy 22, that if 
a man takes a wife and after having consummated the marriage, despises her and fabricates a story about 
her, saying that she was not a virgin when they got married. Then the woman’s parents shall bring forward the 
tokens of her virginity to the elders of the city. The evidence of the woman’s virginity, when she got married, 
i.e. the sheet with blood on it from the wedding night will make it clear that her husband is only looking for an 
excuse to get rid of her. As a result the elders shall take the man outside the city and chastise him and fine him 
a hundred shekels of silver, and give it to the woman’s father. Then the woman shall remain his wife and he 
may not divorce her all the days of his life. However, we read in verses 20 – 21, if the woman has no prove of 
her virginity, the elders will bring the woman to her father’s house and the men of the city shall stone her to 
death – thus purging out the evil from amongst the Israelites. The next section deals with a man found lying 
with a married woman – we see that in such a case both of them shall be put to death, so as to purge the evil 
from Israel. We also read about the situation, where if a girl who is engaged to a man, and another man finds 
her and lies with her, if she does not cry out, both of them shall be put to death. But if a man finds an engaged 
girl in the field and forces her to have relations with him, then only the man shall be put to death. However, if a 
man finds a girl who is not engaged and seizes her and has relations with her. If they are discovered, the man 
shall pay fifty shekels of silver to her father and shall marry the girl, and because he has violated her, he may 
not divorce her all his days.  
 
We read in Deuteronomy 22: 30, that a man shall not take his father’s wife, nor uncover his father’s skirt. Very 
few know that such things are an abomination to YHVH. He hates fornication, adultery, and homosexual 
relationships because they do not only hurt the people partaking in such sins, but also those who are (abused 
and) associated with them. Those who practice these sins are only seeking their own pleasure. They have no 
love or concern for YHVH or their neighbors and do not care about the lives that they destroy. Woman who 
partake of these sexual sins are deceived to think that those who use them in this way love them or feel 
anything for them. Many find out differently when their ‘lovers’ insist that they have an abortion, or disappears 
to let her raise his illegitimate child on her own. There are obviously also many loose women who regularly 
entice men who are ever ready to commit adultery and we know that the road to destruction is a two way 
street. But, if it was possible for all to learn that they have to temper their animal instinct or lust with Torah, 
such things will not occur.  
 
 An interesting sidelight is that it is talking about a father’s skirt in verse 30. Note it does not mean the father’s 
wife’s skirt; it is talking about an immoral relationship with one’s father. Yes, fathers used to wear skirts in 
those days, as we read about David in 2 Samuel 6: 14 and about Boaz in Ruth 3: 9 (KJV), as follows: ‘And he 
(Boaz) said, who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt 
over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.’ The skirt worn by Boaz was similar to the kilts worn by 
highlander soldiers in Scotland and Ireland. Such kilts serve as blankets to cover them with by night when they 
are sleeping on their way to war. As explained in a previous Torah portion, it is mentioned in the annals and 
History of Ireland that a strong colony of the tribe of Dan (‘Tuatha de Danaan’) arrived in Ireland by ship, before 
700 BCE. Later in the days of King David, a colony of the line of Zarah arrived in Ireland from the East and 
during 569 BCE, an elderly, patriarch referred to as a ‘saint’ came to Ireland. It is believed that this was none 
other than Jeremiah. With him came the princess daughter of an eastern king, with the Hebrew name Tea-
Tephi as well as a scribe named Shimon Baruch. This royal party included the king of Ireland who was in 
Jerusalem at the time of the siege. He got to know Tea-Tephi and married her shortly after the fall of 
Jerusalem in 585 BCE. Jeremiah brought an ark, a harp and a stone called ‘Lia-fail’ or the ‘stone of destiny’, 
with him to Ireland. Many kings in the history of Ireland, Scotland and England have been coronated sitting 
over this stone, including Queen Elizabeth II.  This very stone used to be kept in Westminster Abbey in 
London, and the coronation chair built over it has the inscription ‘Jacob’s Pillar Stone’ (Genesis 28: 18) on it. 
No doubt Jeremiah also took patterns of clothing, including that of the skirts worn by Boaz, with him.  In 
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addition you will recall that we discussed the topic mentioned in verse 5 of Deuteronomy 22 in a previous 
Torah portion, as follows: “A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, nor shall a man put on woman’s 
clothing; for whoever does these things is an abomination to YHVH your Elohim.” I mentioned that some 
take this verse to mean that ladies living in the western world may not wear pants. My comment was that if 
such a garment was made specifically for a lady, and she covers the rest of her body with a long blouse, then 
there is nothing wrong with her wearing a pair of feminine pants. However, I added that as Nazarene Israelites, 
we should be careful of revealing clothes that edge off the woman’s body purely to entice the opposite gender. 
So we see that skirts and pants may be worn by both genders, as long as they are made specifically for the 
gender wearing it, depending on the tradition and culture of the countries in which they live. 
 
We read in Deuteronomy 23, that no one who is emasculated shall enter the assembly of Elohim. In addition 
we are told that no one of illegitimate birth shall enter the assembly of Elohim, and that none of their 
descendants to the tenth generation shall enter the assembly of Elohim. This is obviously to show how 
seriously YHVH regards marriage and a stable home for our children. An illegitimate child according to the 
Scriptures is a child born of any marriage forbidden by Torah, where it becomes impossible to ever make it 
legitimate, as in the case of adultery, incest, a Levite marrying outside of his tribe, or marriage to an 
unbelieving pagan. We read further that neither an Ammonite nor a Moabite may enter the congregation of 
YHVH – not even down to the tenth generation. However, we see that this only applies to men, since Ruth was 
a Moabite, but she returned to Bethlehem, which suggests that she may have been a descendant of an exiled 
Israelite rather than a true Moabite. We see the reason for the Ammonites and Moabites not being allowed to 
enter the Assembly of Elohim, being because they did not give the Israelites bread and water on their journey, 
and because they hired Balaam the son of Beor to try and curse Israel. We read in verse 6 of Deuteronomy 23: 
“You shall never seek their peace or their prosperity all your days.” Continuing on in verse 7, we see that 
the Israelites were not to despise the Edomites, since they are considered brothers. In addition the Israelites 
were not to detest the Egyptians, because they were aliens in their land.  Next we read a number of rulings 
regarding purity in the camp of Israel.  We read examples of this in verses 17 & 18 of Deuteronomy 23, as 
follows: “None of the daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute, nor shall any of the sons of Israel be 
a cult prostitute. (18) You shall not bring the hire of a harlot or the wages of a dog (male prostitute) into 
the house of YHVH your Elohim for any votive offering, for both of these are an abomination to YHVH 
your Elohim.” 
 
We read something of interest in verse 25 of Deuteronomy 23, as follows: ‘When you enter your neighbor’s 
standing grain, then you may pluck the heads with your hand, but you shall not wield a sickle in your 
neighbor’s standing grain.” We may eat some of the grain, when we are hungry, but we may not reap the 
same for ourselves. We recall a situation in Luke 6, where on a Sabbath Yahshua and His disciples passed 
through some grain fields and His disciples were picking and eating heads of grain, rubbing them in their 
hands. The Pharisees saw them and asked, “Why do you do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” Yahshua 
explained to them that when David was hungry he entered the house of Elohim and ate the consecrated bread 
which was not lawful for any to eat except the priests alone; he also gave to those with him. Then Yahshua 
said to them, “The Son of Man is Master of the Sabbath.” From reading the rest of Luke 6, we understand 
that Yahshua was saying to the Pharisees that it was in order to do good and to save lives on the Sabbath.  
 
The first few verses of Deuteronomy 24, deals with the Laws of divorce and remarriage. This calls to mind the 
law of an adulterous woman discussed in Romans 7: 1 – 4, as follows: ‘Or do you not know, brethren (for I 
am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he 
lives? (2) For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living: but if her husband 
dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. (3) So then if, while her husband is living, 
she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free 
from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man. (4) Therefore, my 
brethren, you also were made to die to this law through the body of Messiah (All of us who have been 
immersed into Yahshua’s name, have been immersed into His death – we died and are freed from sin), that 
you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for 
Elohim.’ Because Messiah died for us, His adulterous bride, and since we died in immersion, He is now free to 
remarry us at His return one day. A bill of divorce exposes what was covered up before the severance of the 
marriage relationship.  
 
We continue in verse 5 of Deuteronomy 24, that when a man is newly married, he must not go to war, but shall 
be exempt from military service for one year, so that he may care for his household and let his wife which he 
has taken be joyful. We are given a year to solidify our marriage relationships. This assists in avoiding 
hardness of heart toward one another, which is a major cause of divorce. In verse 6, we read that no one shall 
take a hand mill or an upper millstone as a pledge, for he would be taking a life in pledge. This law was given 
because bread constituted a major portion of people’s diet at that time. Verse 7 deals with kidnapping, stating 
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that an Israelite who commits such a crime shall be put to death, to purge out the evil from among yourselves. 
We are warned in verses 8 & 9 to be careful against the infection of leprosy and to do and observe all that the 
Levitical priests teach us, as rebelling against their authority, could result in what happened to Miriam when 
Elohim struck her with leprosy. In verses 10 & 11 we are told that when we make a loan of any sort to a 
neighbor, we may not enter his house to take his pledge, but wait outside, and let the neighbor bring the 
pledge out to us. Verse 12 adds that if the man is poor, you shall not sleep with a security pledge that he gave 
you, but shall return the article to him by the time the sun goes down, in order for him to have his outer 
garment and you be righteous before YHVH your Elohim.  
 
Next we see the commanded not to exploit a hired worker who is poor and needy, from among fellow Israelites 
or from the sojourners who are in Israel, but that we shall pay him his wages on time, and not let the sun go 
down before doing so. We also read in verse 16, that fathers should not be put to death for their sons, nor shall 
sons be put to death for their fathers; every one shall be put to death for his own sin. In verses 17 - 20 we read 
that an Israelite is not allowed to pervert the court proceedings of an alien or an orphan, nor take a widow’s 
garment as a pledge, but shall remember that he was a slave in Egypt, and that YHVH redeemed him from 
there. Israelites are accordingly commanded not to go back into their field if they have forgotten a sheaf in the 
field, since it shall be for the alien, the orphan and the widow, so that YHVH may bless them in all the works of 
their hands. Similarly, when they beat their olive trees, they shall not go over the boughs again, but allow the 
orphan, the alien and the widow to collect what was left over. The same also applies to vineyards. 
 
In Deuteronomy 25 verses 5 to 10, we read that when two brothers live together and the one dies and leave no 
children, the wife of the deceased brother shall not marry outside the family. Instead her husband’s unmarried 
brother is to take her as his wife, in order to raise up children for his brother. The first-born whom she bears 
shall assume the name of her dead husband.  However, if the man does not take his brother’s wife, he shall go 
up to the gate of the elders and tell them that He refuses to establish a name for his brother. The wife of his 
brother shall then come in the sight of the elders and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face; and she 
shall declare (as in verses 9 & 10): “Thus it is done to the man who does not build up his brother’s 
house. And in Israel his name shall be called, ‘The house of him whose sandal is removed.’” Because 
sandals are indicative of our walk with YHVH – if your sandal is removed it shows that you have been 
disqualified. We also read that a woman should not ‘assist’ her husband in a fight with another man, by 
grabbing the man by his private parts, if so her hand should be cut off, without showing pity. We are further 
warned not have different weights or measures – which obviously applies, when we trade goods with fellow 
Israelites or aliens.  
 
In closing we read in Deuteronomy 25: 17 – 19: “Remember what Amalek did to you along the way when 
you came out of Egypt, (18) how he met you along the way and attacked among you all the stragglers 
at your rear when you were faint and weary; and he did not fear Elohim. (19) Therefore it shall come 
about when YHVH your Elohim has given you rest from all your surrounding enemies, in the land 
which YHVH your Elohim gives you as an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of 
Amalek from under heaven; you must not forget.” From this we understand that the world must become 
Amalek free. Does this mean we must commit genocide? I don’t think so. Interestingly enough, our Jewish 
brothers say that persons born into the nation of Amalek have three options open to them. They may maintain 
their status as Amalek and thus be slated for obliteration; or they may accept the seven Noachide laws, at 
which point their status is changed to that of a righteous gentile; or accept a fully-fledged conversion to 
Judaism. 
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Deuteronomy 26 verse 1 to 29 verse 8 (Ki Tavo). 
 
This week’s Torah portion is called Ki Tavo meaning ‘When you have come’. We read in the first two verses of 
Deuteronomy 26: ‘Then it shall be, when you enter the land which YHVH your Elohim gives you as an 
inheritance, and you possess and live in it, (2) that you shall take some of the first of all your produce 
of the ground which you shall bring in from your land that YHVH your Elohim gives you, and you shall 
put it in a basket and go to the place where YHVH your Elohim chooses to establish His name.’ We see 
that whereas in the previous Torah portion we discussed the First-born son, we are dealing with first-fruits in 
this week’s Torah portion.  
 
The word ‘when’ in verse one of Deuteronomy 26, factually means ‘because’ or ‘since’. The fact that YHVH is 
true to His word to bring the nation of Israel into the Promised Land, is reason enough to give back to Him the 
best that the Promised Land brings forth. It is in reality only giving to YHVH what belongs to Him anyway. 
Continuing in verses 3  to 5, we read: “And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say 
to him, ’I declare this day to YHVH my Elohim that I have entered the land which YHVH swore to our 
fathers to give us.’ (4) Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the 
altar of YHVH your Elohim. (5) And you shall answer and say before YHVH your Elohim, ‘My father was 
a wandering Aramean, and he went down to Egypt and sojourned there, few in number; but there he 
became a great, mighty and populous nation.’” We see here that the Israelites were told to recount before 
YHVH, the recent history of their people, which emphasizes the role that YHVH played in leading them out of 
Egypt (in our case, sin). It shows our need to be ever thankful for the favor that YHVH has bestowed upon 
ancient Israel, as well as us their modern day descendants. It is aptly put in 1 Peter 2: 9 & 10, as follows: ‘But 
you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE for Elohim’s OWN 
POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light; (10) for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF 
ELOHIM; you had not RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.’  
 
YHVH is at this time calling Israelites out of the nations where He has scattered us, because of lawlessness. 
However, most of us, like the ancient Israelites, do not want to come willingly out of our personal sin. We enjoy 
the comforts of Egypt so much that we will wait until it is nearly too late for us to escape. Our personal Egypt is 
not only sin, but also the false doctrines that we brought along from the lawless Churches where we come 
from. Some, even now cannot believe they we are not going to heaven when we die. My question to them is: 
Why if Yahshua is coming back to resurrect those who died in Him, including David and Abraham (see Acts 2: 
29 & 34 and Hebrews 11: 39 & 40), do they want to go to heaven? Yahshua is coming to earth to rule us for a 
thousand years. Those of us, who are called during this time to become first-fruits during the millennium, will 
rule under Yahshua as kings and priests. After the millennium rule of Messiah, come the second resurrection 
and the Great White Throne judgment, after which death and Hades (the grave) will be thrown in the lake of 
fire, together with those whose names will not be found in the book of life. They will become ashes under the 
feet of the righteous (as per Malachi 4:1 – 3). It is therefore clear that nobody, except Satan will be tormented 
forever.  
 
After all that is evil is burnt-up, the first heaven and the first earth will pass away, and the New Jerusalem will 
come down from heaven. Then YHVH will come down from heaven to dwell among us, and He will be our 
Elohim, and we will be His people. I therefore ask a second time, what do those who want to go to heaven, go 
and do there? Yes, after we have become spirit beings, we might go to heaven for a short time to be trained in 
righteousness (see Revelation 15: 1 & 2). At this time, we need to get rid of false doctrines, confess that we 
were wrong in the past and that our father’s taught us nothing but lies, as we read in Jeremiah 16: 19: “O 
YHVH, my strength and my stronghold, and my refuge in the day of distress, to Thee the nations will 
come from the ends of the earth and say, “our fathers have inherited nothing but falsehood, futility and 
things of no profit.” After having confessed our sins we need to be immersed into Yahshua’s saving Name 
(as per Acts 2: 38), and have hands lain upon us (as per Acts 8: 16 & 17). Then we will be given a portion of 
Elohim’s set-apart Spirit, as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to redemption (as per Ephesians 1: 13 & 
14). Then we need to start studying Torah in order to grow in grace and knowledge of our Master and Savior 
Yahshua Messiah (as per 2 Peter 3: 18). Growing in grace and knowledge entails studying the Torah (the 
entire Scriptures form Genesis to Revelation), and to clean our lives up accordingly.  
 
Returning to the Torah portion, we see in verse 10 of Deuteronomy 26, that after the Israelites brought the first-
fruits of the ground to YHVH, they shall set it down before Him and bow down and worship Him. We read 
further in verse 11 & 12 of Deuteronomy 26: “And you and the Levite and the alien who is among you 
shall rejoice in all the good which YHVH your Elohim has given you and your household. (12) When 
you have finished paying all the tithe of your increase in the third year, the year of tithing, then you 
shall give it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan and the widow, that they may eat in your 
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towns, and be satisfied.” By giving to especially the orphans and the widows, as we are told in this section, 
we will be considered as good as lending to YHVH himself, as we read in Proverbs 19: 17, as follows: ‘He who 
is gracious to the poor man lends to YHVH, and He will repay him for his good deed.’  It is essential that 
we also share the blessings that we receive from YHVH, by also teaching the sojourners among us, to become 
fully fledged Israelites. However, we see that whatever we share with the Levite, the sojourner, the widow and 
orphan, should be clean and undefiled, as we read in verses 13 & 14 of Deuteronomy 26, in this way: “And 
you shall say before YHVH your Elohim, ‘I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and also 
have given it to the Levite and the alien, the orphan and the widow, according to all Thy 
commandments which Thou hast commanded me; I have not transgressed or forgotten any of Thy 
commandments. (14) I have not eaten of it while mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was 
unclean, nor offered any of it to the dead, I have listened to the voice of YHVH my Elohim; I have done 
according to all that Thou hast commanded me.” We notice in the final few verses of Deuteronomy 26, that 
if we obey the commandments that YHVH gave us; He will set us above all nations which He has made,  to be 
a consecrated people to Him.  
 
We read in Deuteronomy 27: 1: ‘Then Moses and the elders of Israel charged the people, saying, “Keep 
all the commandments which I command you today.’ From this we understand that we are commanded to 
keep all the commandments given us by YHVH, not only those with which we are comfortable. We see further 
in Deuteronomy 27 that the Israelites are instructed to stand on the two mountains, namely Mount Gerizim and 
Mount Ebel, whilst the Levites shout out curses upon certain actions, with the people responding by saying: 
“Amein.” We see that all the tribes are taking part in this event and that everything being said is crucial to the 
spiritual well-being of the nation. We notice that the obvious commandments, such as keeping the Sabbath, 
the Set-apart Days, using the name of YHVH in vain, Kosher foods, and even circumcision, which we as 
Israelites should keep anyway, are not mentioned, but instead  moral commandments, such as idolatry, sexual 
sins, murder, respect for parents, and the rule of law, are mentioned. The 12 curses mentioned were obviously 
considered important by Elohim, to have the children of Israel gather together and agree to obedience to the 
same. The Levites and the people formed a great cloud of witnesses, but Moses the author of Torah is the 
primary witness to the agreement made with YHVH. We notice that all twelve of these are prohibitions, but in 
the summary verse we see that only those who do not obey them are cursed. 
 
The fact that Yahshua has redeemed us from the curses of the Law, as we read in Galatians 3: 13, has been 
taken out of context and have caused many ignorant and week believers to stumble, by thinking that Rav 
Shaul was contradicting both Torah and Yahshua who said in Matthew 5: 17 – 19: “Do not think that I came 
to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. (18) For truly I say to you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the law, until 
all is accomplished. (19) Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so 
teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” Yahshua has wiped our slate clean of past sins, 
however, if we continue to sin in the future we will reap what we sow. We continue in Deuteronomy 28: 1, 
where we read: “Now it shall be, if you will diligently obey YHVH your Elohim, being careful to do all His 
commandments which I command you today, YHVH your Elohim will set you high above all the nations 
of the earth.” The next 13 verses specify the blessings which we will receive, by obeying all the 
commandments that YHVH gave us through Moses. However, we see from verse 15 of Deuteronomy 28 
onward, that there are 68 verses in which the curses are given that will befall us if we do not obey the 
commandments of Elohim. The curses in Deuteronomy 28 are like a nightmare, but because most of the 
people in the world are disobedient to the teachings of Elohim, we see how most of these diseases are 
occurring amongst our people, some which are listed in Deuteronomy 28: 27 (KJV), in this way: ‘YHVH will 
smite thee with the botch (boils) of Egypt, and with the emerods (hemorrhoids), and with the scab, and 
with the itch, whereof thou canst be healed.’ From reading the blessings and the curses in Deuteronomy 
28, we see that when those who are blessed, are blessed everywhere they go and in everything they do. The 
curses likewise, mean that those who are cursed, are cursed everywhere they go and in everything they do.  
 
Every cause has an effect, if we commit adultery after we have been immersed, even if we repent afterwards, 
we will still be cursed. We might be saved upon repentance, but will lose our positions as priests under 
Messiah. It is as we read in Hosea 4: 6: ‘My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge, because you 
have rejected knowledge (meaning Torah), I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have 
forgotten the law of Elohim, I also will forget your children.’ If we get Aids because of extra-marital 
relations, we will suffer the consequences. If we repent and return to Torah, we will be saved, but will still suffer 
the consequences of our indiscretion and die from this disease, as well as lose our positions as priests. It is 
necessary to ask yourself: Is a little indiscretion worth your crown? Rav Shaul puts it in this way in 1 
Corinthians 6: 15 – 18: ‘Do you not know that your bodies are members of Messiah? Shall I then take 
away the members of Messiah and make them members of a harlot? May it never be! (16) Or do you 
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not know that the one who joins himself to a harlot is one body with her? For He says, “THE TWO WILL 
BECOME ONE FLESH.” (17) But the one who joins himself to the Master is one spirit with Him. (18) 
Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body.’ That it is why we should keep away from religious leaders and others who teach that 
their savior did away with the Torah. This is confirmed in verse 58 & 59 of Deuteronomy 28, as follows: ‘If you 
are not careful to observe all the words of this law which are written in this book, to fear this honored 
and awesome name, YHVH your Elohim, (59) then YHVH will bring extraordinary plagues on you and 
your descendants, even severe and lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses.’ YHVH has 
given us the pattern or way that He wants us to serve Him in His word. We read accordingly in Deuteronomy 4: 
1 & 2: “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, 
in order that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which YHVH, the Elohim of your 
fathers, is giving you. (2) You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away 
from it, that you may keep the commandments of YHVH your Elohim which I command you.” 
 
We see the end result of these curses being, that Israel will be scattered among the nations. We read about 
the unbearable situation in verse 65 & 66 of Deuteronomy 28, as follows: “And among these nations you 
shall find no rest, and there shall be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but there YHVH will give 
you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul. (66) So your life shall hang in doubt before 
you; and you shall be in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your life.” There are not 
many holocaust survivors alive today, but I am sure, if we could ask one of those who are still alive about their 
experiences, it will sound a lot like the two verses quoted here.  However, We read a prophecy about the 
coming trouble in verse 14 of Ezekiel 21, as follows: “You therefore, son of man, prophesy, and clap your 
hands together; and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword for the slain. It is the sword for 
the great one slain, which surrounds them.” What is this talking about? It is talking about World War 3, and 
it is saying that the armaments to be used during this coming war, will be double as much as that used during 
world war II. People from Judah as well as many of us from the Israelite nations will again be put in 
concentration camps. But what happened during World War 2 will look like a Sunday school picnic compared 
to the next world war. Jeremiah puts it like this in Jeremiah 12: 5: “If you have run with footmen and they 
have tired you out, then how can you compete with horses? If you fall down in a land of peace, how 
will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?” 
 
In the closing verses in this Torah portion in Deuteronomy 29: 1 – 8, Moses reminds the Israelites again of the 
miracles that they lived through in Egypt. He reminds them of the great trials that their eyes have seen and of 
the fact that he led them for forty years in the wilderness, where their clothes and their sandals did not wear 
out. In addition Moses reminds them how they took the land of Sihon the king of Hebron and OG the king of 
Bashan, and gave it as an inheritance to the Reunites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of the Manasseh. Finally 
we read in the opening verse of the next Torah portion, where we are admonished in verse 9 of Deuteronomy 
29, as follows: “So keep the words of this covenant to do them, that you may prosper in all that you do.”  
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Deuteronomy 29 verse 9 to 30 verse 20 (Nitzavim). 
 
The transliterated name for this week’s Torah Portion is Nitzavim meaning ‘You stand.’  Nitzavim is always 
read on the Sabbath before Yom Teruah (or Rosh Hashanah), and is considered preparation for it. Elohim’s 
chosen people are standing before Him and the words of the Torah portion is addressed to each and every 
individual Israelite, as we read in  Deuteronomy 29: 10 – 14, in this way: “You stand today, all of you, before 
YHVH your Elohim: your chiefs, your tribes, your elders and your officers, even all the men of Israel, 
(11) your little ones, your wives, and the alien who is within your camps, from the one who chops your 
wood to the one who draws your water, (12) that you may enter into the covenant with YHVH your 
Elohim, and into His oath which YHVH your Elohim is making with you today, (13) in order that He may 
establish you today as His people and that He may be your Elohim, just as He spoke to you and as He 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (14) Now not with you alone am I making this 
covenant and this oath, but both with those who stand here with us today in the presence of YHVH 
your Elohim and with those who are not with us here today.” 
 
This Torah portion is aimed at all of Elohim’s people who keep His Torah commandments, including our 
Jewish Brothers as well as us the remnant of Israelites whom YHVH has called out of the world to become 
kings and priests during the millennium rule of Yahshua, as is confirmed in Acts 2: 39, as follows: “For the 
promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as many as YHVH your Elohim shall 
call to Himself.”  However, He wants us to keep the words of the covenant that He made with us with 
understanding, realizing that it is a matter of the heart. We see in verse 4 of Deuteronomy 29 (part of the 
previous Torah portion), that YHVH gave our forefathers these laws knowing that they cannot keep it, as 
follows: “Yet to this day YHVH has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear.” We 
are given the reason for the ‘problem’ with our forefathers in Hebrews 8: 6 - 10, in this way: ‘But now He 
(Yahshua) has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better 
covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. (7) For if that first covenant had been faultless, 
there would have been no occasion sought for a second (or renewed covenant). (8) ‘For finding fault 
with them (even though the original covenant was faultless, our forefathers were not), He says, “BEHOLD, 
DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS YHVH, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF 
ISREAL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; (9) NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR 
FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF 
EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS 
YHVH. (10) FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISREAL AFTER 
THOSE DAYS, SAYS YHVH: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM UPON 
THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.”’  Whereas the 
covenant that YHVH made with our fathers in the faith, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was based on faith, as may 
be read about Abraham in Genesis 15: 6, in this way: ‘Then he (Abraham) believed in YHVH; and He 
reckoned it to him as righteousness.’ We read further when YHVH appeared to Isaac in the land of the 
Philistines, as is recorded in Genesis 26: 4 & 5, He said: “And I will multiply your descendants as the stars 
of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed; (5) because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, 
My statutes and My laws.” YHVH made an irrevocable covenant with the patriarchs after they obeyed, with 
blessings of land and fruitfulness that would eventually spread throughout the world. But the covenant that He 
made with Israel at Moab, before they entered the Promised Land was conditional, as we read in Deuteronomy 
30: 17 – 18: “But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other 
gods and serve them, (18) I declare to you today that you shall surely perish. You shall not prolong 
your days in the land where you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess it.” 
 
Moses was fully aware of the humanity of both our forebears and us, He prophesied in Deuteronomy 30: 1 
about both ancient Israel and us their modern day descendants, saying: “So it shall be when all of these 
things have come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them 
to mind in all nations where YHVH your Elohim has banished you.” This is confirmed In Jeremiah 17: 9, 
in this way: “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately wicked; who can understand 
it?” But, YHVH has promised to correct the problem that we as human beings are experiencing as prophesied 
by Moses in Deuteronomy 30: 6 & 8, as follows: “Moreover YHVH your Elohim will circumcise your heart 
and the heart of your descendants, to love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul, 
in order that you may live. (8) And you shall again obey YHVH, and observe all His commandments 
which I command you today.” Elohim’s plan of salvation comprised that His (visible) image, also known as 
the word of Elohim, became flesh and tabernacled with us. We read accordingly in John 1: 11 – 14: ‘He came 
to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. (12) But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of Elohim, even to those who believe in His name, (13) who 
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor the will of man, but of Elohim. (14) And the Word 
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became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.’ Despite many trying to deny the name of the Almighty, the Jewish 
Encyclopedia admits that the original pronunciation of the Tetragrammatons’ YHVH must have been Yahweh 
(and not Jehovah). The encyclopedia further states that where YHVH speaks to Moses in Exodus 3: 14, 
saying: “I AM WHO I AM” (transliterated in Hebrew as Eye-Asher-Eye), He was essentially saying to Moses 
that He is whatever, we want Him to be, as may be understood from the various names given to YHVH in The 
Scriptures, as follows:  YHVH-Yare meaning YHVH will provide; YHVH-Nissi meaning YHVH our banner; 
YHVH-Raphe meaning YHVH our healer; YHVH-Sabbath meaning YHVH of Hosts; YHVH-Tsidkenu meaning 
YHVH our Righteousness; YHVH-Rohi meaning YHVH my shepherd; as well as Yahshua meaning the 
Salvation of YHVH or YHVH saves. YHVH came in the flesh in order to die for the sins of the world, as well as 
to remarry His bride, whom He divorced, because of her adulterous relationships with the religions of the world 
(as per Jeremiah 3: 8). 
 
We are told in Colossians 2: 11 – 13, that immersion into Yahshua’s name is the circumcision of Messiah, as 
follows: ‘And in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision, made without hands, in the 
removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Messiah; (12) having been buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of Elohim, who raised 
Him from the dead. (13) And when you were dead in your transgressions and the un-circumcision of 
your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.’ So we see 
that the circumcision of the heart spoken about in Deuteronomy 30: 6, meant to eventually become immersed 
into Yahshua’s name, after we come to believe that He is our Savior. It is after immersion into His name that 
we are given a portion of the Set-apart Spirit as we read in Acts 2: 38. It is the indwelling of the Se-apart Spirit 
that gives us the will to obey YHVH, as we read in 1 Corinthians 2: 11: ‘For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thought of Elohim no one 
knows except the Spirit of Elohim.’ But, it is important for us to realize that Yahshua had to die, before the 
Set-apart Spirit could come, as He told us in John 16: 7 – 13, like this: “But I tell you the truth, it is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will 
send Him to you. (8) And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and 
righteousness, and judgment; (9) concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; (10) and 
concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me; (11) and 
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world (Satan) has been judged. (12) I have many more 
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. (13) But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He 
will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. (14) He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of 
Mine, and shall disclose it to you.” The Set-apart Spirit or Shechinah of Elohim appeared in the Tabernacle 
that the children of Israel erected in the wilderness and then again in the Temple that Solomon built. It left the 
temple of Elohim, as we read Ezekiel 10: 18 and did not appear in the temple again, even at the time of 
Messiah. However, we see that it returned after Yahshua’s ascension to heaven on the Day of Pentecost, as 
we are told in Acts 2: 3, as follows: ‘And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 
themselves, and they rested on each one of them.’ 
 
It was only after Yahshua’s resurrection and ascension to heaven that we received the Set-apart Spirit after 
immersion into His saving name. Those who belong to the religions of the world, might appear righteous or 
religious to people, but without the indwelling of the Set-apart Spirit we are all evil, as explained by Yahshua in 
Mark 7: 21 – 23: “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the thoughts, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, (22) deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride and foolishness. (23) All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” This 
is why it is certain, that when we truly keep the commandments of YHVH, we do so because of the Set-apart 
Spirit that we have been given at immersion. We read in verses 12 – 14 of Romans 8: ‘So then, brethren, we 
are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh – (13) for if you are living according 
to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. (14) For all who are being led by the Spirit of Elohim, these are sons of Elohim.’   
  
We continue in verses 11 & 14 of Deuteronomy 30: “For this commandment which I command you today 
is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of your reach. (14) But the word is very near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart, that you may observe it.” The commandments that YHVH gave us, is for our good as is 
confirmed in the concluding two verses (19 & 20 of Deuteronomy 30) of this Torah portion, like this: “I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing 
and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, (20) by loving 
YHVH your Elohim, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length 
of your days, that you may live in the land which YHVH swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, to give them.” 
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Deuteronomy 31 verses 1 to 30 (Va-Yelech). 
 

This Torah portion is called Va-Yelech, meaning ‘and he went’. We read in verse 1 of Deuteronomy 31: “So 
Moses went and spoke these words to all Israel.” This was in fact Moses’ last pep talk to the people of 
Israel, before they entered the Promised Land. Moses said to them, in verse 2, “I am a hundred and twenty 
years old today; I am no longer able to come and go, and YHVH has said to me, ‘you shall not cross 
this Jordan.’” During the first 40 years of his life Moses lived in Egypt, during which time he was trained to be 
an Egyptian prince. It was when he turned 40 that Moses realized that he was a Hebrew and fled from Egypt, 
after killing an Egyptian. He came to the land of Midian, where he worked as a shepherd and married 
Zipporah, the daughter of a Midianite priest named Jethro. After another 40 years, YHVH told Moses to meet 
up with his brother Aaron, and together YHVH told them to lead the Israelites out of Egypt to the Promised 
Land beyond the Jordan. Now at the end of another 40 years, he has completed his task, and is ready to hand 
over leadership to Joshua, as YHVH told him to do, because he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. 
Even though Moses was not allowed to cross over the Jordan, which is only a physical shadow of the kingdom 
of Elohim, he will be allowed to enter the kingdom of Elohim.   
 
Moses tells the Israelites that YHVH will cross the Jordan ahead of them and will destroy the nations living in 
the land, and shall dispossess them. He also tells them that Joshua will cross ahead of them as YHVH has 
spoken. He tells the nation to be strong and courageous and not to fear as YHVH is with them and will not 
forsake them. In saying that YHVH will cross ahead of them, and then that Joshua will cross ahead of them, he 
gives us a picture of the yet future Yahshua, the visible image of the invisible Elohim who came to show us the 
way, even in becoming the first-born of many brethren (us), by being resurrected from the dead. It is as 
Yahshua said in John 14: 7: “If you had known Me, you would have known My father also; from now on 
you know Him, and have seen Him.” Then Moses called Joshua and told him in the sight of all Israel, as we 
read in verse 7 of Deuteronomy 31, as follows: “Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with this 
people into the land which YHVH has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall give it to them 
as an inheritance.” Yahshua our Messiah will come back to resurrect those who died in Him and to change 
those still alive at His coming, to become Spiritual sons and daughters of Elohim in His everlasting kingdom. 
He will then enter the Promised Land or the kingdom of Elohim together with those of us, who make it into the 
kingdom. In verse 8 of Deuteronomy 31, Moses repeats that YHVH is the one who will go ahead of Israel and 
will be with them. He adds: “And YHVH is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will 
not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear, or to be dismayed.” 
 
We read in verses 9 – 11: “So Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi who 
carried the ark of the covenant of YHVH, and to all the elders of Israel. (10) Then Moses commanded 
them, saying, “at the end of every seven years, at the time of the year of remission of debts, at the 
Feast of Booths (or Tabernacles), (11) when all Israel comes to appear before YHVH your Elohim at the 
place which He will choose, you shall read this law in front of all Israel in their hearing.”  We see here a 
second time the reason for keeping the Feast being, to learn to fear YHVH our Elohim and be careful to 
observe all the words of this law. This reading of the law, every seven years will let the children hear and learn 
to fear YHVH the Elohim of Israel. At this point YHVH told Moses that the day on which he is to die is drawing 
closer, and that he should summon Joshua and then present themselves at the tent of meeting. We read 
verses 15 - 18 of Deuteronomy 31: ‘And YHVH appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of 
cloud stood at the doorway of the tent. (16) And YHVH said to Moses, “Behold, you are about to lie 
down with your fathers; and this people will arise and play the harlot with the strange gods of the land, 
into the midst of which they are going, and will forsake Me and break My covenant which I have made 
with them. (17) Then My anger will be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them and hide 
My face from them, and they shall be consumed, and many evils and troubles shall come upon them; 
so that they will say in that day, ‘Is it not because our Elohim is not among us that these evils have 
come upon us?’ (18) But I will surely hide My face in that day because of all the evil which they will do, 
for they will turn to other gods.”’   
 
The prophet Micah also prophesied about a time when YHVH will hide his face from His people in Micah 3: 1 – 
4, as follows: ‘And I said, “Hear now, heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel. Is it not for you to 
know justice? (2) You who hate good and love evil, who tear off their skin from them and their flesh 
from their bones, (3) and who eat the flesh of My people, strip off their skin from them, break their 
bones, and chop them up as for the pot and as meat in a kettle.” (4) Then they will cry out to YHVH, but 
He will not answer them. Instead, He will hide His face from them at that time, because they have 
practiced evil deeds.’  
However, as we have seen in Deuteronomy 30, if we return to YHVH He will have compassion on us. We read 
accordingly in Isaiah 30: 18 – 20: ‘Therefore YHVH longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on 
high to have compassion on you. For YHVH is an Elohim of justice; How blessed are all those who 
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long for Him. (19) O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you will weep no longer. He will surely be 
gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you. (20) Although YHVH 
has given you bread of privation and water of oppression, He your Teacher will no longer hide Himself, 
but your eyes will behold your teacher.’  In fact Isaiah 54: 8 tells us that He will only hide His face for a brief 
moment, in comparison with the kindness and mercy that He will have in the future. YHVH tells Moses to write 
down the song (that we will read about in the next Torah portion), so that the children of Israel may sing it as a 
witness against themselves. YHVH continues saying in verses 20 & 21 of Deuteronomy 31: “For when I bring 
them into the land flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to their fathers, and they have eaten and 
are satisfied and become prosperous, then they will turn to other gods and serve them, and spurn Me 
and break My covenant. (21) Then it shall come about, when many evils and troubles have come upon 
them, that this song will testify before them as a witness (for it shall not be forgotten from the lips of 
their descendants); for I know their intent which they are developing today, before I have brought them 
into the land which I swore.” It is therefore our duty as the modern day descendants of ancient Israel, to 
write this song for ourselves and teach it to our children. 
 
Moses wrote the song and taught it to Israel, after which he commissioned Joshua and told him to be strong 
and courageous, as he shall bring the sons of Israel into the Promised Land. We see in verses 24 and 25 of 
Deuteronomy 31, that Moses finished writing the law into a book and he commanded the Levites who carried 
the ark of the covenant, to take the book of the law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of YHVH their 
(our) Elohim, that it may remain there as a witness against them. Notice that the book of the law is not placed 
inside the ark of the covenant, but beside it. The people of Israel are a witness of the Oneness of Elohim, as 
we are told in Isaiah 43: 10 and 11, but the book of the law is a witness against them (the witness). In the last 
few verses of Deuteronomy 31, Moses calls the people together to speak to them again: He tears them down, 
in order to make them realize that they (like us) are evil without YHVH. We conclude by reading verse 30 of 
Deuteronomy 31, as follows: ‘Then Moses spoke in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of 
this song, until they (meaning the words of the song) were complete.’ 
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Deuteronomy 32 verses 1 to 52 (Ha’Azinu). 
 

The word Torah means teaching and not Law as many in other religions believe. The Torah of Elohim is 
therefore simply the teachings of Elohim.  The teachings of Elohim and all the words contained in it (i.e. The 
Scriptures) are words of instructions for all those who believe in and praise YHVH our Elohim. This Torah 
portion starts with the words Ha’Azinu, meaning ‘Give ear’. We need to give ear to the words of Elohim, given 
to us through inspired authors like Moses. When Moses says at the beginning of his song in Deuteronomy 32: 
1: “Give ear, O heavens, and let me speak; and let the earth hear the words of my mouth”, He appeals to 
both the earthly and heavenly realms, the ‘natural’ and the ‘spiritual’, because even though YHVH is spirit, we 
need to worship Him in both spirit and truth as we are told in John 4: 24, as follows: “Elohim is spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth.” 
 
We do not understand the spiritual things until they are revealed to us on the physical plain. We read in 1 
Timothy 1: 17: ‘Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only Elohim, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amein.’ YHVH our Elohim is a Spirit Being and therefore not visible to the human eye. This is why 
Yahshua, who is the word of Elohim, became flesh in order to reveal the Father to Us. We read accordingly in 
Colossians 1: 15, that: ‘(And) He is the image of the invisible Elohim, the first-born of all creation.’ 
Yahshua became a physical ‘man’ to become our kinsman redeemer – to cancel out the certificate of debt that 
we earned, by transgressing Torah. However, there is no such thing as a spiritual Israel. Israel is a physical 
people, but those who are not descendant from Israel, may become part of Israel through faith in Yahshua our 
Messiah (as we read in Galatians 3: 26 – 29

38
, 6: 16

39
 and Romans 9: 6 &7

40
).  

 
We continue in verses 2 & 3 of Deuteronomy 32, as follows: “Let my teaching drop as the rain, my speech 
distill as the dew, as the droplets on the fresh grass and as the showers on the herb. (3) For I proclaim 
the name of YHVH; ascribe greatness to our Elohim!” A full explanation of verse 2 is given in Isaiah 55: 10 
& 11 like this: “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without 
watering the earth, and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater; (11) so shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, 
without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.” This 
Torah portion is read the Sabbath before the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). The name of YHVH (mentioned 
in verse 3 above) is out of reverence only mentioned by our Jewish brothers on Yom Kippur, and only by the 
High Priest, when he enters the holy of holies. When YHVH told Moses His name at the burning bush, His 
name was proof to the Israelites that Moses was their deliverer. We know that Yahshua is our deliverer as he 
said in John 17: 26: “And I have made Thy name known to them, and will make it known; that the love 
wherewith Thou didst love Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 
There are a number of verses in the song of Moses (in Deuteronomy 32), referring to YHVH as being the 
Rock, giving us a picture of His rock-solid unmovable nature: Commencing in verse 4, we read: “The Rock! 
His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; an Elohim of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous 
and upright is He.” Next we read in verse 15: “But Jeshurun (a pet name for Israel) grew fat and kicked – 
you are grown fat, thick, and sleek – then he forsook Elohim who made him, and scorned the Rock of 
his salvation.” Then we read in verse 18: “You neglected the Rock who begot you, and forgot the Elohim 
who gave you birth.”  From this song we learn that even though YHVH took care of Israel in the wilderness 
and provided them with food and water, they forgot Him. Continuing in verses 20 & 21 of Deuteronomy 32, we 
read: “Then He said, ‘I will hide My face from them, I will see what their end shall be; for they are a 
perverse generation, sons in whom is no faithfulness. (21) They have made Me jealous with what is not 
Elohim; they have provoked Me to anger with their idols. So I will make them jealous with those who 
are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.’” Brethren, do you know that this is in 
fact happening today! Rav Shaul puts it like this in Romans 10: 19 – 21: ‘But I say, surely Israel did not 
know, did they? At the first Moses says, “I WILL MAKE YOU JEALOUS BY THAT WHICH IS NOT A 
NATION, BY A NATION WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING WILL I ANGER YOU.” (20) And Isaiah is very bold 
and says, “I WAS FOUND BY THOSE WHO SOUGHT ME NOT, I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO 

                                                           
38

 Galatians 3: 26 – 29, ‘For you are all sons of Elohim through faith in Messiah Yahshua. For all of you who were immersed into 
Messiah have clothed yourselves with Messiah. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Messiah Yahshua. And if you belong to Messiah, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise.’ 
39

 Galatians 6: 16, ‘And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of Elohim.’ (The rule 
spoken about in Romans 9: 6 & 7.) 
40

 Romans 9: 6 & 7, ‘But it is not as though the word of Elohim has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; 
neither is they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE 
NAMED.” (And we know that Isaac is a child of promise.)  
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DID NOT ASK FOR ME.”(21) But as for Israel He says, “ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT 
MY HANDS TO THE DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTINATE PEOPLE.”’ Continuing in verse 11 of Romans 11, we 
read: ‘I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their 
transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles (those Israelites from the lost ten tribes who think they 
are Gentiles, as well as some genuine Gentiles), to make them jealous.’  

 
Returning to verse 8 of Deuteronomy 32, we read: “When the Most High gave the nations their 
inheritance, when He separated the sons of man, He set the boundaries of the peoples according to 
the number of the sons of Israel.” In Genesis 10, the seventy nations descended from Noah’s three sons 
are listed. YHVH created seventy nations to provide Israel with exile, and punishment so that they will 
eventually come to understand what it means to be Israel.  Instead Israel was supposed to be a light to the 
nations, but failed dismally. The nation eventually split in two and both Israel and Judah were taken captive. 
Whereas Judah returned to the Promised Land 70 years after their captivity, the nation of Israel never 
returned. They were dispersed amongst mainly the western nations of the world and lost their identity, as well 
as their faith. YHVH preserved Judah, but blinded them to the kinsman redeemer, which he sent from them 
(Judah), to bring the Israelites back to Him. This is pictured for us in Romans 11, as the Northern Kingdom, 
who was later called ‘not My people’, and is identified as Gentiles for a period of time, to later be called ‘the 
sons of the living Elohim’ again. We read in verse 36 of Deuteronomy 32 that ultimately YHVH will vindicate 
His people and will have compassion on His servants, when He sees that their strength is gone. Continuing in 
verses 37 - 43  of Deuteronomy 32, we read: “And He will say, ‘where are their gods, the rock in which 
they sought refuge? (38) Who ate the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their libation? Let 
them rise up and help you, let them be your hiding place! (Whatever we invested our time and money in, is 
what we will trust or expect to save us in difficult times!) (39) See now that I, I am He, and there is no god 
besides Me; it is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded, and it is I who heal; and there is no 
one who can deliver from My hand. (We have no option, YHVH is the only One to call upon, if we want to 
make it into His eternal kingdom.) (40) Indeed, I lift up My hand to heaven, and say, as I live forever. (41) If 
I sharpen My flashing sword, and My hand takes hold on justice, I will render vengeance on My 
adversaries, and I will repay those who hate Me. (42) I will make My arrows drunk with blood, and My 
sword shall devour flesh, with the blood of the slain and the captives, from the long-haired leaders (or 
heads) of the enemy. (If Israel’s enemies are referred to as those having long hair, then this is another 
witness to the fact that Yahshua our Messiah did not have long hair, as depicted in some copies of The Bible) 
(43) Rejoice, O nations (Gentiles), with His people (the lost ten tribes who are so intermixed with the 
Gentiles among whom they were scattered, that they lost their identity); for He will avenge the blood of His 
servants, and will render vengeance on His adversaries, and will atone for His land and His people.” 
We come to the end of Moses’ song where he admonished the sons of Israel to observe the Torah of Elohim, 
in verse 46 & 47, as follows: “Take to your heart all the words with which I am warning you today, which 
you shall command your sons to observe carefully, even all the words of this law. (47) For it is not an 
idle word for you; indeed it is your life. And by this word you shall prolong your days in the land, which 
you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.” 
 
Then YHVH told Moses to go up to the mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo opposite Jericho and look at the 
land of Canaan, which He is giving to the children of Israel. He also tells Moses to die on the mountain. (This 
does not mean that Moses had to commit suicide, he simply lay down and died.) We see (in Deuteronomy 34: 
9) that when Moses died in the land of Moab, according to the word of YHVH, He buried Him, but no man 
knows his burial place. We read about it in Jude verse 9, as follows: ‘But Michael the archangel, when he 
disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a 
railing judgment, but said, “YHVH rebuke you.”’ 
 
We conclude by reading verse 51 & 52 of Deuteronomy 32, where YHVH tells Moses: “Because you broke 
faith with Me in the midst of the sons of Israel at the waters at Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of 
Zin, because you did not treat Me as holy in the midst of the sons of Israel, (52) for you shall see the 
land at a distance, but you shall not go there, into the land which I am giving the sons of Israel.” We 
know that instead of talking to the rock in the wilderness, Moses struck it twice before the water gushed out. 
Moses made it look as if he made the rock give the Israelites water, and did not give Elohim the honor for it. 
Rav Shaul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10: 4, that the rock represented Messiah, so by implication, this was as if 
Moses struck or crucified Messiah a second time. We need to be careful not to crucify Yahshua again as we 
read in Hebrew 6: 4 - 6, like this: ‘For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Set-apart Spirit, (5) and have tasted 
the good word of Elohim and the powers of the age to come, (6) and then have fallen away, it is 
impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of 
Elohim, and put Him to open shame.’ This is certainly the one way, that we will lose out on the kingdom of 
Elohim.    
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Deuteronomy 33 verse 1 to 34 verse 12 (V’zot HaB’rachah). 
 

The name of our final Torah portion is V’zot HaB’rachah, meaning ‘this is the blessing’. We read accordingly in 
verse 1 of Deuteronomy 33: ‘Now this is the blessing with which Moses the man of Elohim blessed the 
sons of Israel before his death.’ Notice that Moses is called a man of Elohim here – a title reserved for 
prophets only, in The Scriptures. Moses had a very close relationship with YHVH and He spoke to him face to 
face. YHVH told Moses in Exodus 19: 9: “Behold, I shall come to you in a thick cloud, in order that the 
people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe in you forever.” We see that even the 
Messiah was compared to Moses in Deuteronomy 18: 18 & 19, when YHVH told Moses, that He will raise up a 
prophet from among their countrymen like him (meaning Yahshua), that YHVH will put His words in his mouth, 
and the he shall speak to them all that YHVH commands him.  
 
Moses starts the blessings by giving honor to YHVH, as we read in verse 2 of Deuteronomy 33: “YHVH came 
from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, and He came from the 
midst of ten thousand holy ones; at His right hand there was flashing lighting for them.” The words at 
‘His right hand’ is a title for Messiah, used throughout The Scriptures. We need to realize that these blessings 
given by Moses, were not empty words, since what he said here, all will or already came to fruition. Moses 
continues to praise YHVH in verse 3 through 5, as follows: “Indeed, He loves the people; all Thy holy ones 
are in Thy hand, and they followed in Thy steps; everyone receives of Thy words. (4) Moses charged 
us with a law, a possession for the assembly of Jacob. (5) And He (YHVH) was king in Jeshurun 
(Israel), when the heads of the people were gathered, the tribes of Israel together.” YHVH through Moses 
had to bring the tribes into submission, before they were united as the nation of Israel. 
 
We read Moses’ first blessing in verse 6, like this: “May Reuben live and not die, nor his men be few.” 
Moses starts by blessing the tribe of Reuben first, since they were Jacob’s first born son, but lost this status, 
because Reuben took his father’s concubine and should according to the Torah that Moses wrote, be put to 
death. The only blessing that Moses could give this Tribe, was that they may live and multiply. However, this 
blessing also entails living in the world to come and it does not negate the blessings that Jacob gave to 
Reuben and his other sons in Genesis 49. Moses continues to bless Judah in verse 7, saying: “Hear, O 
YHVH, the voice of Judah, and bring him to his people. With his hands he contended for them; and 
mayest Thou be a help against his adversaries.” Moses asks that YHVH hears the prayers of Judah – the 
Jews pray daily for the outcasts of Israel to be brought back (gathered) to the land of Israel, even though not all 
Jews recognize the fact that we are also Israelites. Judah are the ones who always tried to keep the tribes 
together. Judah has many adversaries, but YHVH has always helped them to survive as a group, easily 
distinguished by their Torah way of life. 
 
(8) ‘And of Levi he said, “Let Thy Thummin and Thy Urim belong to Thy godly man, whom Thou didst 
prove at Massah, with whom Thou didst content at the waters of Meribah; (9) who said of his father and 
his mother, ‘I did not consider them’; and he did not acknowledge his brothers, nor did he regard his 
own sons, for they observed Thy word, and kept Thy covenant. (10) They shall teach Thine ordinances 
to Jacob, and the law to Israel. They shall put incense before Thee, and whole burnt offerings on Thine 
altar. (11) O YHVH, bless his substance, and accept the work of his hands; shatter the loins of those 
who rise up against him, and those who hate him, so that they may not rise again.”’ Even though this 
sound like Levi did not honor their parents, this was said about them, since as priests they could not even bury 
their closest family members. We see that Yahshua our High Priest, similarly did not show regard for His 
family, as we read in Matthew 12: 46 – 50, as follows: ‘While He was still speaking to the multitudes, 
behold, His mother and brothers were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him. (47) And someone 
said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to You.” 
(48) But He answered the one who was telling Him and said, “Who is My mother and who are MY 
brothers?” (49) And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold, My mother and My 
brothers! (50) For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and 
mother.”’ Those Levites who know their identity, are presently to be found amongst the tribe of Judah. There 
are also Levites amongst the lost ten tribes, but they like the other tribes have lost their identity and do not 
know that they are Levites. The Levites who are presently amongst the Jews are responsible to establish the 
timing of the Set-apart Days annually, as may be seen in Malachi 2: 1 – 8. The Levites amongst the other 
tribes are usually the ones who teach Elohim’s people Torah.  
 
In Deuteronomy 33: 12, we read: ‘Of Benjamin he said, “May the beloved of YHVH dwell in security by 
Him, who shields him all the day, and he dwells between His shoulders.”’ According to Yair Davidy, most 
of the descendants of Benjamin are to be found amongst the Jewish people. Benjamin is also a major 
contributor to Belgium as well as the Normans who conquered England and part of France. As part of Judah, 
they dwell amongst Elohim’s lawgivers, and as a result those of them who dwell amongst the Jews, have had 
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the blessings from obeying Torah. In addition, YHVH protects the tribe of Judah and those who dwell with 
them. 
 
(13) ‘And of Joseph he said, “Blessed of YHVH be his land, with the choice things of heaven, with the 
dew, and from the deep lying beneath, (14) and with the choice yield of the sun, and with the choice 
produce of the months. (15) And with the best things of ancient mountains, and with the choice things 
of the everlasting hills, (16) and with the choice things of the earth and its fullness, and the favor of 
Him who dwelt in the bush, let it come to the head of Joseph, and to the crown of the head of the one 
distinguished among his brothers. (17) As the first-born of his ox, majesty is his, and his horns are the 
horns of the wild ox; with them he shall push the peoples, all at once, to the ends of the earth. And 
those are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and those are the thousands of Manasseh.”’ We have seen 
previously when Jacob blessed his sons in Genesis 48 and 49, that Britain was identified as being Ephraim 
and the USA as being Manasseh. We know that the crown and majesty referred to in the quoted verses are 
definitely the United Kingdom, with Queen Elizabeth II presently occupying the throne. The British Empire 
included ten thousands of people in its hay day, compared to the thousands of the United States of America. 
Because of colonization, the sun never set on the British Empire. Countries like Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, Hong Kong and Northern and Southern Rhodesia (now known as Zambia and 
Zimbabwe) were once part of the commonwealth, ruled by the United Kingdom. The United Kingdom as well 
as the USA definitely received a double portion: together they possessed the gates of their enemies; both were 
for many years considered the policeman of the world; both owned most of the mineral resources of the world, 
and were blessed with the best of agricultural products, sheep, cattle, corn and wine. However, because of the 
multiple sins in these two world empires, they will bear the brunt of the soon coming time of trouble, known as 
the Great Tribulation. It will be as we read in Matthew 24: 21 & 22, as follows: “For then there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall. (22) 
And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect 
those days shall be cut short.” 
 
(18) ‘And of Zebulun he said, “Rejoice, Zebulun in your going forth, and Issachar, in your tents. (19) 
They shall call peoples to the mountain; there they shall offer righteous sacrifices; for they shall draw 
out the abundance of the seas, and the hidden treasures of the sand.”’ We identified Zebulun as being 
the Dutch, from Jacob’s blessing in Genesis 49: 13, since they are the only people who dwell on the shores of 
the sea. South Africa was colonized mainly by people of British and Dutch descent, so the white people as well 
as those who intermixed with them are definitely Israelites. South Africa used to produce most of the world’s 
diamonds (and gold), which are processed and traded in Belgium, where about half the population are also of 
Dutch descent.  Interestingly enough the stone of Zebulun on the breastplate of the High Priest, was a 
diamond. Getting back to the quoted Scriptures, it is of interest to note that groups of Zebulun are often found 
in association with groups from Issachar. The people in places like Lorraine in France come from both Issachar 
and Zebulun, and their region form a bridge from Switzerland to Belgium and Holland. The people of South 
Africa draw diamonds out of the sea, as well as gold and diamonds from the sand.   

 
As I mentioned before, stars in The Scriptures represent angels. Mountains and hills in the Scriptures are 
indicative of Governments, as may be understood from Isaiah 2: 2 & 3, in this way: ‘Now it will come about 
that in the last days, the mountain of the house of YHVH will be established as the chief of the 
mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it. (3) And many 
peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of YHVH, to the house of the Elohim of 
Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will 
go forth from Zion, and the word of YHVH from Jerusalem.’  
 
Deuteronomy 33: 20: ‘And of Gad he said, “Blessed is the one who enlarges Gad; he lies down as a lion, 
and tears the arm, also the crown of the head. (21) Then he provided the first part for himself, for there 
the ruler’s portion was reserved; and he came with the leaders of the people; he executed the justice of 
YHVH, and His ordinances with Israel.”’ The Swedes are derived mainly from the tribe of Gad as evidenced 
by Tribal names amongst the Goths and Gothic allies and other groups, such as the Heruli who settled in 
Sweden. One of the symbols of Gad was a lion and lions appear on the Swedish Coat of Arms. Father Jacob 
prophesied of Gad, in Genesis 49: 19, saying: “As for Gad, raiders shall raid him, but he shall raid at their 
heels.” This prophecy was perhaps fulfilled, when the Huns overcame the Goths and forced them to 
participate in the western invasions. On Attila’s death a revolt by the Goths and their kin destroyed the Hun 
domination. 
 
(22) ‘And of Dan he said, “Dan is a lion’s whelp, that leaps forth from Bashan.”’ The tribe of Dan 
occupied two different areas in Israel prior to the Assyrian captivity. One part of the tribe lived on the coast of 
Palestine. They were seafarers, as may be seen in Judges 5: 17. When the Assyrians took the rest of the 
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nation of Israel captive, these people sailed via the Mediterranean sea to Ireland. Irish history show that these 
settlers in Ireland were known as the “Tuatha de Danaans”, which means the Tribe of Dan. The northern part 
of the tribe of Dan was taken captive with the rest of the nation of Israel. After leaving Assyria, they moved 
west and set up landmarks in Denmark and on arrival to the British Isles; they set up landmarks, in Wales and 
Scotland and later joined their brothers in Ireland.   
 
(23) ‘And of Naphtali he said, “O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and full of the blessing of YHVH, take 
possession of the sea and the south.”’ Norway was settled by groups who mainly descended from Naphtali. 
The Israelite tribe of Naphtali became the Nephtali-Huns. The symbol of Naphtali was a stag or deer, which 
was also a symbol of Scandinavian royalty. The Norwegian coat of arms depicts a lion bearing an ax. Even 
though Naphtali was primarily to be found in Norway and Zebulun in Holland, Naphtali also had historical 
connections to the area of Holland and groups relating to Naphtali were found amongst the Dutch, many of 
whom settled in South Africa. In addition, Vikings from Norway had settled in northwest England. Vikings also 
settled in parts of Wales and Ireland, and Dan gave rise to the Viking movement. It may well be that amongst 
the English and Dutch settlers of South Africa were many descendants from Naphtali, as is confirmed in the 
last part of their blessing.  
 
(24) ‘And of Asher he said, “More blessed than sons is Asher; may he be favored by his brothers, and 
may he dip his foot in oil. (25) Your locks shall be iron and bronze, and according to your days, so 
shall your leisurely walk be. ”’ The tribe of Asher was mainly found in Northern England and Scotland. The 
Scots are the only tribe loved (or favored) by all of its sister nations. The part of the blessing about ‘he dip his 
foot in oil’ refers to the oil found in the North Sea between Scotland and Norway. In addition, most of the Scots 
have either black or red hair. 
 
In verses 26 – 29, Moses continues to bless the nation of Israel as a whole and mentions that they are blessed 
because YHVH is their Elohim. We read in summary in verse 29, as follows: “Blessed are you, O Israel; who 
is like you, a people saved by YHVH, who is the shield of your help, and the sword of your majesty! So 
your enemies shall cringe before you, and you shall tread upon their high places.”  
 
We continue in the final chapter of Deuteronomy, which also completes our annual Torah cycle. We read in 
verses 1 - 3 of Deuteronomy 34: ‘Now Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top 
of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And YHVH showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, (2) and 
all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 
(3) and the Negev and the plain in the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar.’ In the next 
two versus YHVH tells Moses that the land that He showed him, is the land which He swore to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, to give to their descendants; but that he will not be allowed to go over to it. Next we see that Moses 
died and was buried by YHVH in the land of Moab, but no man knows where he was buried. We also read that 
although Moses was 120 years old, his eyes were not dim, nor did his energy decline. We also read that the 
sons of Israel wept for Moses and mourned for thirty days in the plains of Moab.  
 
Next we read in verse 9 of Deuteronomy 34, that Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom, 
because Moses had laid hands on him and the sons of Israel listened to Him, as they used to listen to Moses. 
We know that king Solomon asked YHVH for wisdom when He became king in David’s place, but we also read 
a prophesy about Yahshua, the name sake of Joshua in Isaiah 11: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘Then a shoot will 
spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from its roots will bear fruit. (2) And the spirit of YHVH will 
rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of YHVH.’ We conclude with the final few verses of Deuteronomy 33, where we read 
that: (10) ‘Since then no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom YHVH knew face to face, (11) for 
all the signs and wonders which YHVH sent him to perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, all 
his servants, and all his land, (12) and for all the mighty power and for all the great terror which Moses 
performed in the sight of all Israel.’  We know for a fact that only Yahshua matched and far exceed the 
miracles that Moses performed. We know that Moses saw the form or manifestation of YHVH. In other words 
he saw and spoke to the visible image of YHVH, who later became the ‘man’ Yahshua. We read accordingly in 
John 1: 18: ‘No man has seen Elohim at any time; the only begotten Elohim

41
, who is in the bosom of 

the Father, He has explained Him.’ I leave you with a final question to ponder: If Moses died in verse 5 of 
Deuteronomy 34, who wrote the final eight verses of the book? We end the last book of Deuteronomy with the 
blessing: Chazak Chazak V’Nit Chazak! (Be strong, be strong, and may we be strengthened). 
  
Note: Information about the twelve tribes of Israel discussed in this Torah portion is obtained from Yair Davidy’s book entitled: “The Tribes.” Copies of 

this and other books on thissame subject may be ordered from him at: Brit-Am Israel,  P.O. Box 595, Jerusalem. 91004. Email: britam@netvision.net.il 

                                                           
41

 The New American Standard Bible, which I use most of the time, has a footnote stating: Some later manuscripts read Son. 
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Weekly Torah portion reading schedule. 

 

Week Torah portion Haftarah portion Renewed Covenant portion 
1 Genesis 1: 1- 6: 8 Isaiah 42: 5 – 43: 10 John 1: 1 - 18 

2 Genesis 6:9 – 11: 32 Isaiah 54: 1 – 55: 5 Matthew 24: 36 – 44 

3 Genesis 12: 1 – 17: 27 Isaiah 40: 27 – 41: 16 Roman 3: 19 – 5: 6 

4 Genesis 18: 1 – 22: 24 2 Kings 4: 1 – 37 James 2: 14 – 24 

5 Genesis 23: 1 – 25: 18 1 Kings 1: 1 – 31 Math. 8: 19 – 22; Luke 9: 57 - 62 

6 Genesis 25: 19 – 28: 9 Malachi 1: 1 – 2: 7 Romans 9: 6 – 16 

7 Genesis 28: 10 – 32: 3 Hosea 12: 13 – 14: 10 John 1: 43 – 51 

8 Genesis 32: 4 – 36: 43 Hosea 11: 7 – 12: 12 1 Corinthians 5: 1 – 13 

9 Genesis 37: 1 – 40: 23 Amos 2: 6 – 3: 8 Acts 7: 9 – 16 

10 Genesis 41: 1 – 44: 17 1 Kings 3: 15 – 4: 1 Acts 7: 9 – 16 

11 Genesis  44: 18 – 47: 27 Ezekiel 37: 15 – 28 John 10: 11 – 19 

12 Genesis 47: 28 – 50: 26 1 Kings 2: 1 – 12 Heb. 11: 21 – 22; 1 Pet. 2: 11 -  17 

13 Exodus 1: 1 – 6: 1 Isaiah 27: 6 – 28: 13 John 17: 1 – 26 

14 Exodus 6: 2 – 9: 35 Ezekiel 28: 25 – 27: 21 Rom. 9: 14 – 17; 2 Cor. 6: 14 – 7: 1 

15 Exodus 10: 1 – 13: 16 Jeremiah 46: 13 – 28 Revelation 19: 1 – 16 

16 Exodus 13: 17 – 17: 16 Judges 4: 4 – 5: 31 Revelation 15: 1 – 8 

17 Exodus 18: 1 – 20: 23 Isaiah 6: 1 – 7: 14 1 Timothy 3: 1 – 14 

18 Exodus 21: 1 – 24: 18 Jeremiah 34: 8 – 22; 31: 31 – 34  Hebrews 9: 15 – 22 

19 Exodus 25: 1 – 27: 19 1 Kings 5: 26 – 6: 13 Hebrews 8: 1 – 13 

20 Exodus 27: 20 – 30: 10 Ezekiel 43: 10 – 27 Philippians 4: 10 – 20 

21 Exodus 30: 11 – 34: 35 1 Kings 18: 1 – 39 2 Corinthians 3: 1 – 8 

22 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 23 – 12 month year 

Exodus 35: 1 – 38: 20 1 Kings 7: 40 – 50 Hebrews 9: 1 – 14 

23 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 22 – 12month year 

Exodus 38: 21 – 40: 38 1 Kings 7: 51 – 8: 21 Acts 1: 1 – 11 

24 Leviticus 1: 1 – 6: 7 Isaiah 43: 21 – 44: 23 Romans 8: 1 - 13 

25 Leviticus 6: 8 – 8: 36 Jeremiah 7: 21 – 8: 3 Romans 12: 1 – 8 

26 Leviticus 9 : 1 – 11: 47 2 Samuel 6: 1 – 7: 17 Mark 7 : 1 – 23 

27 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 28 – 12 month year 

Leviticus 12: 1 – 13: 59 2 Kings 4: 42 – 5: 19 Math. 8: 1 – 4; Luke 17: 11 – 19 

28 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 27 – 12 month year 

Leviticus 14: 1 – 15: 33 2 Kings 7: 3 – 20 Mark 5: 24b – 34 

29  read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 30 – 12 month year 

Leviticus 16: 1 – 18: 30 Isaiah 53: 1 – 12 Hebrews 7: 23 – 10: 25 

30 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 29 – 12 month year 

Leviticus 19: 1 – 20: 72 Amos 9: 7 – 15 Acts 15: 1 – 21 

31 Leviticus 21: 1 – 24: 23 Ezekiel 44: 15 – 31 Colossians 2: 11 - 23 

32  read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 33 – 12 month year 

Leviticus 25: 1 – 26: 2 Jeremiah 32: 6 – 27 Luke 4: 16 – 21; Galatians 5: 1 – 13 

33  read separately – 13mth year 
Read with 32 – 12 month year 

Leviticus 26: 3 – 27: 34 Jeremiah 16: 19 – 17: 14 Ephesians 2: 11 – 19 

34 Numbers 1: 1 – 4: 20` Hosea 2: 1 – 22 Revelation 7: 1 – 17 

35 Numbers 4: 21 – 7: 89 Judges 13: 2 – 25 Acts 21: 17 – 32 

36 Numbers 8: 1 – 12: 16 Zechariah 2: 14 – 4: 7 Hebrews 4: 1 – 16 

37 Numbers 13: 1 – 15: 41 Joshua 2: 1 – 24 Hebrews 3: 7 – 19 

38 Numbers 16: 1 – 18: 32 1 Samuel 11: 14 – 12: 22 Jude 1 - 25 

39 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 40 – 12 month year 

Numbers 19: 1 – 22: 1 Judges 11: 1 – 33 John 3: 9 – 21 

40  read separately – 13mth year 
Read with 39 – 12 month year 

Numbers 22: 2 – 25: 9 Micah 5: 6 – 6: 8 2 Peter 2: 1 – 22 

41 Numbers 25: 10 – 29: 40 1 Kings 18: 46 – 19: 21 Acts 2: 1 – 21 

42  read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 43 – 12 month year 

Numbers 30: 1 – 32: 42 Jeremiah 1: 1 – 2: 3 Matthew  5: 33 – 37 

43 read separately – 13mth year 
Read with 42 – 12 month year 

Numbers 33: 1 – 36: 13 Jeremiah 2: 4 – 28 James 4: 1 – 12 

44 Deuteronomy 1: 1 – 3: 22  Isaiah 1:  1 – 27 John 15: 1 – 11 

45 Deuteronomy 3: 23 – 7: 11 Isaiah 40: 1 – 26 Mark 12: 28 – 34; Matthew 4: 1 - 11 

46 Deuteronomy 7: 12 – 11: 25 Isaiah 49: 14 – 51: 3; 52: 1 – 15 Luke 4: 1 – 13 

47 Deuteronomy 11: 26 – 16: 17 Isaiah 44: 11 – 45: 5 1 John 4: 1 – 6; 2: 18 – 25 

48 Deuteronomy 16: 18 – 21:  9 Isaiah 9: 1 – 6; 49: 1 – 6 Acts 7 : 35 – 60 

49 Deuteronomy 21: 10 – 25: 19 Isaiah 40: 1 – 11 Mark 1: 1 – 14 

50 Deuteronomy 26: 1 – 29: 8 Isaiah 60: 1 – 22 Matthew 13: 1 – 23 

51 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 52 – 12 month year 

Deuteronomy 29: 9 – 30: 20 Isaiah 61: 1  - 63: 9 Romans 9: 30 – 10: 13 

52 read separately – 13mth year 

Read with 51 – 12 month year 

Deuteronomy 31: 1 - 30 Hosea 14: 2 – 10 Hebrews 13: 5 – 8; Matthew 28: 16 – 20 

53 Deuteronomy  32: 1 – 52 2 Samuel 22: 1 – 51 Romans 10: 14 – 21 

54 Deuteronomy 33: 1 – 34: 12 Joshua 1: 1 – 18 Matthew 17: 1 – 9; Jude 1: 8 - 9 


