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Chapter 1: The truth about Xmas. 

Do you like so many other believers assume that the Scriptures teach us to observe the birthday of 

Yahshua our Messiah? Do you assume that Messiah, who set the example for us of how to live, 

observed His own birthday? If so, then you could not be more wrong. Yes, I am sure that you are 

already aware that historians and many theologians freely admit that both Xmas and Easter began as 

pagan festivals and were injected into professing Christianity, many years after the death of the 

original apostles. 

 

Each year as the Xmas season approaches, newspapers are full of historical evidence showing how 

the customs surrounding this season all originated from paganism.  Indeed most biblical scholars 

know full well that the Messiah was not born anywhere near December 25. However, when this is 

pointed out to believers, their answer is that it does not really matter when He was born, as long as 

we keep a day in memory of His birth. Yet the most obvious mistake in the so-called nativity scene: 

Where there is a manger, with Mary standing over the babe; Joseph standing close by and a short 

distance from them a few shepherds with their sheep. Outside three figures of royalty approach 

carrying gifts with a huge star shining overhead. However, we see in Matthew 2: 1, that it simply 

says that magi (May-ji: meaning Rabbis learned in the Scriptures, astronomy, medicine and natural 

science) arrived in Jerusalem, from the east. Note it does not say how many of them arrived. It could 

have been ten or twenty, but people assume that there were three, because they brought three 

specified gifts, namely gold, frankincense and myrrh. In Matthew 2: 11 we see that they came into 

the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother. Yes, by the time the magi arrived, the child was 

no longer in a manger, but in a house. In fact when the magi or so-called wise men saw the star it 

was almost two years after Messiah’s birth, since we read in Matthew 2: 16 of Herod’s slaying of all 

male children of two years and under, in order to make sure that Yahshua is included in his edict of 

death. 

 

We are nowhere in the Scriptures commanded to keep Yahshua’s birth date as a memorial, instead, 

like with Jewish tradition, we are commanded to remember Yahshua’s death once a year at the time 

of the Passover. The reason is that as we read in John 1: 29, He was the Lamb of Elohim, who takes 

away the sin of the world. We partake of the Passover in remembrance of Yahshua’s death, until He 

comes again (see 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26). Birthdays are mentioned a total of three times, in the 

Scriptures and disaster struck at each of these occasions: When Josef was in prison in Egypt and the 

baker was hanged on Pharaoh’s birthday (see Genesis 40: 20); when Job’s children died keeping 

their (birth) days (see Job 1: 4, 5, 13 – 19); and Herod’s birthday when John the Immerser was 

beheaded (see Matthew 14: 6). The birthday ritual of cake, candles, wishing and presents serve to 

thank the host of heaven, allowing the person another year of life. The candles symbolize the sacred 

fire carefully numbered for each annual cycle completed. Witches regard the day of one’s birth as 

the most significant event in a person’s life. If birthdays are important to witches, then we should 

definitely not even think of keeping it (see Leviticus 19: 31).  In addition birthdays usually glorify the 

person whose birthday it is, rather than giving thanks to our Heavenly Father for giving them 

another year of precious life. 

 

In Jeremiah 10: 1 – 5 we read about the Xmas tree as follows: ‘Hear the word which YHVH speaks to 

you, O house of Israel, (2) Thus says YHVH, “Do not learn the way of the nations, And do not be 
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terrified by the signs of the heavens Although the nations are terrified by them; (3) For the customs 

of the peoples are delusion; Because it is wood cut from the forest, The work of the hands of a 

craftsman with a cutting tool. (4) They decorate it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with 

nails and with hammers So that it will not totter. (5) Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, 

and they cannot speak; they must be carried, because they cannot walk! Do not fear them, for they 

can do no harm, nor can they do any good.”’ Any good reference work will confirm the pagan 

customs of Xmas. Mistletoe was used by the ancient Druids as a symbol of pardoning of sin: A kiss 

was evidence of reconciliation. The Xmas tree pictures Nimrod, deified as the sun-god, slain by his 

enemies, who comes to life year after year, during this season. The 25th of December was celebrated 

as the ‘Nativity of the Sun’ in the northern hemisphere by the pagan cult known as Mithraism. Sun-

worshipping was introduced to Christianity by Constantine the Great who adopted the 25th of 

December, the birthday of the so-called sun-god, as the anniversary of the birthday of ‘Christ’. The 

Xmas tree is another way in which people unknowingly worship the hosts of heaven. The balls on the 

tree represent the planets and the decking of gold and silver tinsel represents the Milky Way. 

  

Xmas cookies so familiar at this time of the year trace back to pagan Babylon and Egypt where round 

wafers of the sun were consumed, signifying the partaking of the unconquerable sun into their lives. 

The holly wreath, with its circular design memorializes sun worship. We need not doubt the fact that 

Xmas with the other ‘holy days’ in Christianity, are rooted in paganism. However, the truth regarding 

Messiah’s birth is not so well known. In Luke 2: 8 we read: ‘And in the same region there were some 

shepherds staying out in the fields, and keeping watch over their flock by night.’ If Yahshua was 

born in Israel during what we know as December, there would not have been shepherds out in the 

open on the hills of Israel. During December, or what is known as the ninth month according to the 

Hebrew calendar, is a very cold rainy season in the region. We read accordingly in Ezra 10: 9 ‘So all 

the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the three days. It was the ninth 

month on the twentieth of the month, and all the people sat in the open square before the house 

of Elohim, trembling because of this matter and the heavy rain.’ The weather in Israel did not 

change from that day until the time of Messiah. In fact it is still more or less the same today. 

Shepherds took their sheep, into the open fields during spring, at the time of Passover and brought 

them in again during Cheshvan the Hebrew eight month, which is around mid-November, according 

to our calendar. 

 

How is it possible that these pagan ideas were injected into professing Christianity? It is important to 

understand that the vast majority of Christian theologians and scholars have never seriously tried to 

follow Yahshua and His original apostles. As the professing Christian church grew, its leaders tried to 

make their religion more acceptable to the pagans around them, in an attempt to win them over, 

and to avoid persecution.  As a result, the original Nazarene faith, which was a sect of Judaism, was 

cast aside in favor of a counterfeit, paganized belief system. December the 25th became the so-called 

birth date of the ‘Savior’ in 354CE, when Liberius, a Bishop of Rome selected it as such, because the 

people of Rome already observed it as a feast of Saturn, celebrating the birth of the sun. The feast of 

Saturn or Saturnalia was a festival of much merriment, dancing, revelry and feasting. Evergreens 

decorated homes and songs were sung in honor of Saturn. Gifts were also exchanged between 

friends. In Europe the feast was held at the time of the winter solstice. A large wooden wheel was 

covered with straw. It was dragged on top of a steep mountain. The wheel, a symbol of the sun was 

set alight and allowed to roll down the mountain. This represented the sun falling from the sky, 
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representing the birth of the sun. In the fourth century, the roman church desired to bring the 

pagans in Europe into its fold. They adopted the feast of Saturnalia, held on the 25th of December, 

and turned it into a mass of the church. They named it Christ’s mass, hence the name Christmas. 

However, since we know that it has nothing to do with Messiah we prefer to refer to this pagan 

festival as Xmas. Initially the church fathers did not accept this heathen festival into Christianity. 

However, eventually the door was opened to pagan celebrations and the church became more and 

more heathen. Round wafers, crosses, church steeples kissing under the mistletoe and other 

adopted symbols from paganism are vividly described in “The Two Babylons” by Alexander Hislop. 

 

Pagan worship is forbidden for us, as Nazarene Israelites who profess to be fully Torah observant. 

Let us read some of the many Scriptures testifying to this. In Deuteronomy 4: 12 to 19 we read: 

“Then YHVH spoke to you from the midst of the fire; you heard the sound of words, but you saw no 

form – only a voice. (13) So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, 

that is the Ten Commandments; and He wrote them on two tablets of stone. (14) And YHVH 

commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that you might perform them in 

the land where you are going over to possess it. (15) So watch yourselves carefully, since you did 

not see any form on the day YHVH spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire. (16) lest you 

act corruptly and make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of 

male or female,  (17) the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish 

that is in the water below the earth. (19) And beware, lest you lift up your eyes to heaven and see 

the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn away to worship them 

and serve them, those which YHVH your Elohim has allotted to all the peoples under the whole 

heaven.” 

 

We also read the warning not to learn the ways of the heathen, given in Jeremiah 10, and repeated 

in Deuteronomy 12: 29 – 31, as follows: “When YHVH your Elohim cuts off before you the nations 

which you are going in to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, (30) beware 

that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed before you, and that you do 

not inquire after their Elohim, saying, ‘How do these nations serve their Elohim, that I also may do 

likewise? (31) You shall not behave thus toward YHVH your Elohim, for every abominable act 

which YHVH hates they have done for their gods; for they even burn their sons and daughters in 

the fire to their gods.” YHVH warns us not to join unbelievers in their festivities and to come out of 

the confusion caused by the so-called religious celebrations of the world in 2 Corinthians 6: 14 – 17, 

as follows: ‘Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness 

and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light and darkness? (15) Or what harmony has Messiah 

with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  (16) Or what agreement has 

the temple of Elohim with idols? For we are the temple of the living Elohim; just as Elohim said, “I 

WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM. AND THEY SHALL 

BE MY PEOPLE. (17) THEREFORE, ‘come out from their midst and be separate,” Says YHVH. “AND 

DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN: And I will welcome you.’ YHVH does not want us to mix true 

worship with idol worship. According to legends, Hercules, Bacchus, Tammuz, Buddha, Krishna and 

most other known sun-deities were born on December 25th. 

 

The Tanach is full of history of how the Israelites would follow pagan worship around them: Every 

time YHVH would bring them back, but soon after they would drift back into heathen customs. YHVH 
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would leave them to their own devices, which brought about calamity and tribulation. Eventually 

YHVH came to tabernacle with us as Yahshua our Messiah. The Israelites rejected Him too and some 

more heathen customs was established in His name. Ask yourself the question: Does the revelry at 

Xmas bring honor to Yahshua? Does it reflect His teachings?  Or is it in keeping with the spirit of a 

party-seeking, pleasure mad people of the world? Is it not yet another reason to over-indulge and 

commit adultery, perhaps? Yahshua clearly warned His followers that the world would hate them in 

John 15: 19, as follows: “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you 

are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” His people 

are not to partake in the world’s heathen celebrations. You might be one of those who say that you 

are keeping Xmas for the sake of the children and not for religious reasons. However, even if you 

disagree with the paganism attached to Xmas, it is not possible to join its celebration without 

condoning it. Yahshua the Messiah is definitely not the central figure in Xmas. Rather it is a fat old 

man called Santa Claus who gets all the credit for giving the gifts that children receive. The average 

child knows little about Yahshua the Savior whose birthday this pagan day is supposed to 

commemorate. Every-where the child looks – in shop windows, advertisements, television shows – 

he/she sees credit passed on to Santa. 

 

What about the exchanging of gifts? Most people like to receive gifts, but gifts are given at this time 

merely out of feelings of obligation rather than out of love. Children learn to ask “What did you 

get?” rather than “What did you give?” Everything about Xmas is a lie: the name, the time, the 

purpose and the so-called worship. True believers should therefore refrain from having anything to 

do with Xmas. We need to give up these pagan customs forever. We must not recall them as fond 

memories, every now and then. We should rather forget that we ever kept them. This is what our 

Father YHVH requires of us, since He removes our sins, as far as the East is from the West. When a 

person celebrates Xmas, he puts his stamp of approval on a heathen custom, as much as Israel did of 

old, and was punished for it. Let us leave Xmas and its pagan revelry to non-believers. Our Father is 

calling us to come out of the world – Babylon. The confusion of keeping a pagan festival like Xmas 

and singing false carols in celebration of the so-called birthday of Yahshua is perpetuating the lie that 

people tell their children every year. Let those of us who kept Xmas in the recent past, break the on-

going cycle of lies and confusion and stop celebrating Xmas, immediately.  Let us declare as Joshua 

did in the last part of Joshua 24: 15: “but as for me and my house, we will serve YHVH.” 
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Chapter 2: Chanukah. 

The subject of what Nazarene Israelites should be doing for the coming ‘holiday’ season can be very 

controversial. On the one hand, Nazarene Israelites should not, celebrate Xmas because it is pagan, 

not scriptural and was created to be a replacement for the Feast Days of YHVH given in Leviticus 23. 

However, should we celebrate Chanukah, or the Feast of Dedication? It is very risky for us to 

celebrate Chanukah, as there is the danger that it could become a replacement for Xmas (especially 

in the minds of young children), in addition Chanukah is not a scripturally commanded Feast. Let us 

consider the origins of Chanukah and whether our Messiah Yahshua, who should be our example in 

everything we do, observed this day. 

 

When the House of Judah returned from their Babylonian exile to the Land of Israel, most of the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel, known as Ephraim had been dispersed into the ancient world. The 

Jewish state of Israel was a vassal state of the Persian Empire, and later became engulfed in 

Alexander's empire to become a province of Syria. Greek culture was slowly influencing the Jews, 

with many Jews abandoning the Torah and its commandments in favor of Greek customs and 

philosophies. It became increasingly more difficult for the Jews to maintain a Torah-obedient 

lifestyle with the policies of the Syrian Greeks.  

 

Things got out of control when Antiochus IV of the Seleucid dynasty came to power. He was 

called Epiphanes or "Elohim manifest." Antiochus made it illegal for the Jews to practice the 

Torah, perform circumcision, follow the kosher laws, and worship in the Temple. He moved his 

troops into Jerusalem and desecrated the Temple by sacrificing a pig and erecting a statue to 

the god Zeus in it. This, is recorded in the Apocrypha in 1 Maccabees 1: 44 – 52: "And the king 

sent letters by messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah; he directed them to follow 

customs strange to the land, to forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink offerings in the 

sanctuary, to profane sabbaths and feasts, to defile the sanctuary and the priests, to build 

altars and sacred precincts and shrines for idols, to sacrifice swine and unclean animals, and 

to leave their sons uncircumcised. They were to make themselves abominable by everything 

unclean and profane, so that they should forget the law and change all the ordinances. And 

whoever does not obey the command of the king shall die"  

 

Many historians are generally agreed that Antiochus was an ambitious man, and he was trying 

to illustrate that he was more powerful than the Ptolemic Greeks of Egypt. 1 Maccabees 1:16-

18 indicates that after defeating Ptolemy, he sought to subdue the Land of Israel and Jerusalem, 

solidifying his rule: "When Antiochus saw that his kingdom was established, he determined to 

become king of the land of Egypt, that he might reign over both kingdoms. So he invaded 

Egypt with a strong force, with chariots and elephants and cavalry and with a large fleet. He 

engaged Ptolemy king of Egypt in battle, and Ptolemy turned and fled before him, and many 

were wounded and fell. And they captured the fortified cities in the land of Egypt, and he 

plundered the land of Egypt. After subduing Egypt, Antiochus returned in the one hundred 

and forty-third year. He went up against Israel and came to Jerusalem with a strong force"  

 

The actions of Antiochus were not well received by the majority population of the Land of 

Israel. Lead by the retired priest Mattathias, many Jews opposed the oppression of the Syrian 
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Greek invaders and sought to see them pushed out of the Land of Israel. Many of the Jews, 

fearing for their lives, succumbed to not following the Torah and would not follow the rite of 

circumcision or eat kosher. Many of them adopted the Greek religion and wanted to "blend in."  

When Antiochus' army entered into the town of Modin, where Mattathias and his five sons 

were living, they tried to persuade them to forsake the Law of Moses and sacrifice to the 

Greek's gods. Mattathias refused to give into their demands and proclaimed his loyalty to the 

Elohim of Israel and to His Instructions as per 1 Maccabees 2: 19 – 22: "But Mattathias 

answered and said in a loud voice: 'Even if all the nations that live under the rule of the king 

obey him, and have chosen to do his commandments, departing each one from the religion of 

his fathers, yet I and my sons and my brothers will live by the covenant of our fathers. Far be 

it from us to desert the law and the ordinances. We will not obey the king's words by turning 

aside from our religion to the right hand or to the left"  

 

Mattathias then declared that any Jew succumbing to these demands was a traitor to the 

covenants and to the Elohim of Israel, and he called all to join him in a revolt and killing those 

who opposed him. However, Mattathias would not live through his campaign to see the final 

victory over the Syrian Greek oppressors. The mantle would pass onto his son, Judas Maccabeus, 

who would lead the Jews in a revolt against the Seleucids which would take around three years. He 

was nicknamed Maccabee - which means “hammer.” During this time, guerilla-type warfare was 

carried out against the Syrian Greeks, while the Jews sought allies in the Egyptian Greeks or 

Ptolemies, the Spartans, and the Romans. Their military challenges and triumphs are recorded in the 

Apocryphal books of Maccabees.  

 

Daniel prophesied about the rise of Antiochus Epiphanies and the Maccabean Era, after speaking 

about the division of Alexander's kingdom into four regions. Daniel rightly prophesied that 

Antiochus would arise to rule and that his own kingdom, would come against the faithful ones, but 

would not die in battle (Daniel 8: 23-25):  "In the latter period of their rule, when the transgressors 

have run their course, a king will arise, insolent and skilled in intrigue. His power will be mighty, 

but not by his own power and he will destroy to an extraordinary degree and prosper and 

perform his will: he will destroy mighty men and the holy people. And through his shrewdness he 

will cause deceit to succeed by his influence: and he will magnify himself in his heart, and he will 

destroy many while they are at ease. He will even oppose the Prince of princes, but he will be 

broken without human agency"  

 

Antiochus was unable to stand against the Jews, many of whom faithfully resisted any attempt to 

Hellenize them. Antiochus believed that he was a god, however, later he wasted away and died 

from a flesh-eating disease (2 Maccabees 9: 5-9): "But the all-seeing Lord, the Elohim of Israel 

struck him with an incurable and unseen blow. As soon as he ceased speaking he was seized with 

a pain in his bowels for which there was no relief and with sharp internal tortures; and that very 

justly, for he had tortured the bowels of others with many and strange inflictions. Yet he did not in 

any way stop his insolence, but was even more filled with arrogance, breathing fire in his rage 

against the Jews, and giving orders to hasten the journey. And so it came about that he fell out of 

his chariot as it was rushing along, and the fall was so hard as to torture every limb of his body. 

Thus he who had just been thinking that he could command the waves of the sea, in his 

superhuman arrogance, and imagining that he could weigh the high mountains in a balance, was 
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brought down to earth and carried in a litter, making the power of Elohim manifest to all.  And so 

the ungodly man's body swarmed with worms, and while he was still living in anguish and pain, 

his flesh rotted away, and because of his stench the whole army felt revulsion at his decay”  

 

The Maccabees drove the Seleucids out of the Land of Israel in Kislev 165 B.C.E., which is in about 

the month of December. They had the task of cleaning up the mess that the Seleucids had left, 

notably in the city of Jerusalem and in the Temple complex. Antiochus' forces had completely 

ransacked the Temple and made it into a haven of idolatry. The Temple needed to be cleansed of its 

defilement and restored to its previous position so proper sacrifices could once again be performed. 

Of all of the items of Temple furniture that had to be cleansed and rededicated, one of the most 

important was the great lamp stand or menorah. The menorah required special consecrated oil in 

order to be lit.  

 

As many of you are no doubt aware, modern observance of Chanukah is commemorated by the 

lighting of a chanukia, or a special nine-branched menorah. This is different from the menorah that 

was in the Temple that had seven branches. It is used because when the Temple was rededicated 

there was only enough oil to be lit for one day. However, the oil remained lit for eight days, allowing 

time for newly consecrated oil to be produced. Today a ninth candle or servant candle is used to 

light the eight candles of the chanukia to commemorate the eight days the menorah was lit. 

Chanukah, meaning "dedication," became the nation's commemoration of this miracle.  

 

The miracle of the eight days of oil is spoken of in the Talmud: ''What is the reason of Hanukkah? For 

our Rabbis taught: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev [commence] the days of Chanukah, which are eight 

on which a lamentation for the dead and fasting are forbidden.  For when the Greeks entered the 

Temple, they defiled all the oils therein, and when the Hasmonean kingdom prevailed against 

and defeated them, they made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of 

the High Priest but which contained sufficient for one day's lighting only; yet a miracle was 

wrought therein and they lit [the lamp] therewith for eight days. The following year these 

[days] were appointed a Festival with [the recital of] Hallel and thanksgiving" (b.Shabbath 

21b)?  

 

What would have happened if the Maccabees had not stood up to Antiochus and his armies? 

Not only would they have succeeded in wiping out the Jewish people, either through military 

defeat or cultural assimilation, but Israel in any form, would not have existed to give rise to 

Messiah Yahshua. We have ample reasons to celebrate Chanukah as Believers in Yahshua 

today, the foremost of which being that if the miracle of Chanukah had not taken place, there 

would be no miracle of Yahshua.  

 

What about Yahshua the Messiah? As Chanukah was established as a celebration in the mid-

second Century B.C.E. did our Savior celebrate it? We read in John 10:22 & 23 as follows: "At 

that time the Feast of Dedication took place in Jerusalem; it was winter, and Yahshua was 

walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon” The festival of dedication is also known as 

the Feast of Lights or Chanukah and starts on the 25th of Kislev, lasting for 8 days, to 

commemorate the purification of the temple by Judas Maccabaeus on that date in 165 B.C. The 

question is what was Yahshua doing in Jerusalem during this time?  
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This is also the time during which Yahshua identified Himself as the good shepherd – meaning 

YHVH (John 10: 11). In John 10: 30 He said: “I and the Father are one.” The Jews then took up 

stones to stone Him (John 10 verse 32). The Jews thought that He was blaspheming and wanted 

to do as instructed by Torah, i.e. stone the perpetrator. Yahshua was present in Jerusalem 

during Chanukah and we may safely assume that He was celebrating Chanukah at that time – 

after all He was a Jew. Celebrating Chanukah and understanding that Yahshua was in Jerusalem 

at this time is very important. It is especially important when we understand what Yahshua was 

doing and the questions that He was asked regarding His mission.  

 

By the time of Yahshua’s 1st advent, the House of Israel was already scattered amongst the 

nations. The events surrounding the Maccabees and the rededication of the Temple in the 

Second Century B.C.E. primarily pertain to the House of Judah of the Jewish people. There were 

no Northern Kingdom Israelites involved with the Maccabean revolt or any of these events - Or 

were there? The reason that there are no Northern Kingdom Israelites specifically mentioned in 

the account of the Maccabees has many non-Jewish Believers in the Two-House community 

wondering if the celebration of Chanukah is justified. This is because, believing themselves to 

possibly be of scattered Israel, they feel left out, and that the focus on Chanukah is so much on 

the Jewish people that they believe that Ephraim is unimportant.  

 

The Jewish people have been the only faithful torchbearer of being recognizable Israel since the 

dispersion of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 722-721 BCE by Assyria. Judah has experienced 

several dispersions, persecutions, excommunications, forced relocations, pogroms, and a 

Holocaust. Yet, because of the tenacity of the Maccabees, and many other figures in Jewish 

history, Judah has remained faithful to the Torah and to the oracles of Elohim. Non-Jewish 

Believers in Nazarene Israel today should be very thankful to rejoice in these Jewish triumphs - 

because they are all our triumphs.  In addition, consider the fact that in the Scriptural record, it 

is attested by the Jewish religious leaders that there were scattered Israelites among the 

Greeks, as per John 7: 35: "The Jews then said to one another, where does this man intend to 

go that we will not find Him? He is not intending to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks, 

and teach the Greeks, is He?" Certainly, as we know that the seed of scattered Ephraim would 

be "a multitude of nations" (Genesis 48:19), we cannot limit these nations to an exclusive 

nationality. They were to become engulfed among the Gentiles and be indistinguishable from 

the Gentiles. However, the Greeks are pointed out by name as being one of those nationalities.  

 

It is only to be expected, as when the Northern Kingdom was under siege, many of those 

Israelites no doubt left the Land of Israel to avoid capture. One of the first places they could 

have escaped to would have been to the territory immediately to the north, i.e., Asia Minor and 

Greece. If it is indeed true that there were members of the scattered tribes of the Northern 

Kingdom present in the Greek areas, then Ephraimites were indeed involved in the events of 

the Maccabees. Sadly, many of them would have been involved in the suppression of the Jews 

and the defilement of the Temple. Consider the fact that one of the reasons that Jews have a 

great disdain of pork is because of what happened to the Temple. 

 

In Hosea 9: 3 we read: “They will not remain in (YHVH)’s land, But Ephraim will return to 
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Egypt, and in Assyria they will eat unclean food.” This is one of the major errors of Ephraim as 

we have a tendency toward unclean things. We should understand that Chanukah is the 

Festival of Dedication. It should not only be a time for us to rededicate ourselves to YHVH, to 

confess our sins and to ask YHVH to cleanse us of unrighteousness, but also a time to reconcile 

with brother Judah and realize that if it had not been for the steadfastness of Mattathias and 

his sons, there would not have been a temple operating during the time of Yahshua.  

In conclusion, it is important for us today, to rejoice in the triumph of Judah over evil and pledge 

ourselves to stand by the side of our Jewish brothers and sisters. As we focus on Chanukah, we 

should not forget the ‘Light of the World’, Messiah Yahshua, and should also not forget the 

hardships and trials that the Jewish people have had to endure. We should be inspired by the 

dedication of the Maccabees to stand, fight, and even die for the truth.  

We should not succumb to the temptations of popular culture, but stand for what we know is 

right and just. We should join our Jewish brothers at this time of the year, rededicating the 

temple – which is our bodies, in service to YHVH. We should celebrate our coming out of 

Babylon and be glad that many Ephraimites are joining us in believing in: the Sabbath; the 

annual Set-apart Days of YHVH; the circumcision of our sons; and eating kosher foods, as 

commanded in Torah. Let us light the Chanukah candles, rededicating our lives to keeping the 

Torah of YHVH and believe in Yahshua the Messiah. 

Herewith the recommended reading, before the Chanukah candles are lit during the eight days 

of Chanukah: 

Night 1: Isaiah 60: 19; Night 2: Psalm 119: 105, 130 & Proverbs 6: 23; Night 3: Matthew 5: 16 & 

Luke 11: 33; Night 4: Luke 11: 34 & Acts 26: 18; Night 5: John 1: 4 & 5, 8: 12, 12: 35 & 36; 

Night 6: Acts 26: 12 – 18; Night 7: Ephesians 5: 8 -15, 1 Thessalonians 5: 4 - 6 & 1 Peter 2: 9; 

Night 8: 1 John 1: 5 - 9 & Phil. 2: 14 – 16. 

 

The Chanukah Guide – How to Light the Menorah during the Eight Days of Chanukah    

  

The Chanukah Lights are lit in the evenings preceding each of the eight days of Chanukah beginning 

on erev 25th of Kislev. What follows is a brief, step-by-step guide to Chanukah observance; please 

see the section 'Special Shabbat' for special instructions regarding lighting the candles before 

Shabbat. 

 

Both men and women are obligated to light the Chanukah menorah, or to participate in the 

menorah lighting by the head of the household. Children should be encouraged to light their own 

menorahs. Students and singles that live in dormitories or their own apartments should kindle 

menorahs in their own rooms. Many have the custom to place the menorah in a doorway opposite 

the mezuzah so that the two mitzvot of mezuzah and Chanukah surround the person. Others place it 

on a window sill facing a public through-fare. (If placed on the window sill, it should be no higher 

than 20 cubits - about 29 feet - above street level). 
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The Chanukah lights should consist of lamps or candles - i.e., a flammable fuel that feeds a visible 

flame via a wick. The most preferable way to fulfill the mitzvah is with cotton wicks in olive oil or 

beeswax candles; paraffin candles or other types of candles or lamps are also acceptable, but not 

gas lights or electric lights (if circumstances do not allow the use of an open flame, a proper 

rabbinical authority should be consulted). 

 

The lamps or candles must contain enough fuel, at the time of the lighting, to burn until half an hour 

after nightfall ("nightfall" is the point at which it grows dark enough for three average-sized stars to 

be visible - about 20-30 minutes after sunset, depending on the location). The lamps or candles 

should be arranged in a straight row and should be of equal height. The Shamash - the "servant" 

candle that kindles the other lights - should be placed apart from the rest (higher, outside the row, 

etc.). 

 

On the first night of Chanukah one light is kindled on the right side of the Menorah, on the following 

night add a second light to the left of the first and kindle the new light first proceeding from left to 

right, and so on each night. The Chanukah lights are kindled in the evening proceeding each of the 

eight days of Chanukah. The custom of many communities is to light the menorah shortly after 

sunset; other communities light it at nightfall (about 20-30 minutes after sunset). In either case, the 

menorah must contain enough fuel at the time of the lighting to burn until 30 minutes after 

nightfall. If one did not kindle the Chanukah lights early in the evening, they can be kindled later, as 

long as there are people in the streets (or others awake in the house). 

 

IMPORTANT: It is forbidden to light a fire on Shabbat, which extends from sunset on Friday evening 

until nightfall on Saturday night. Therefore, on Friday evening, the Chanukah Lights should be 

kindled early, before the Shabbat Lights, which are lit 18 minutes before sundown. Additional oil or 

larger candles should be used for the Chanukah Lights to make sure they will last a full half hour 

after nightfall. 

 

From the time the Shabbat candles are lit (Friday evening) until Shabbat ends (after nightfall 

Saturday night) separating Shabbat from the weekday) the Chanukah menorah should not be re-lit, 

moved or prepared. Chanukah lights for Saturday night are kindled only AFTER Shabbat ends after 

nightfall. 

 

On the first night of Chanukah, recite all three blessings, on all subsequent nights, recite blessings 

number 1 and 2. 

 

1. Blessed are You YHVH our Elohim, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His 

commandments, and commanded us to kindle the Chanukah light. (Transliterated in Hebrew 

as: Ba-ruch A-tah YHVH E-lo-he-nu Me-lech Ha-olam A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-tav Ve-

tzi-va-nu Le-had-lik Ner Cha-nu-kah.) 

2. Blessed are You YHVH our Elohim, King of the universe, who performed miracles for our 

forefathers in those days, at this time. (Transliterated as: Ba-ruch A-tah YHVH E-lo-hei-nu 

Me-lech Ha-olam She-a-sa Ni-sim La-avo-te-nu Ba-ya-mim Ha-hem Bi-z'man Ha-zeh.) 
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3.  Blessed are You, YHVH our Elohim, King of the universe, who has granted us life, sustained 

us, and enabled us to reach this occasion. (Transliterated as: Ba-ruch A-tah YHVH E-lo-he-nu 

Me-lech Ha-olam She-heche-ya-nu Ve-ki-yi-ma-nu Ve-higi-a-nu Liz-man Ha-zeh. 

 

One is not to benefit from the light of the candles, only from the Shamash and other sources of light. 

During the time the candles are burning, it is customary to sit by the candles, and tell stories relating 

to the holiday. Work should not be done in the proximity of the burning candles. Some women have 

a custom to refrain from household work during the half hour that the lights are burning, to honor 

the brave Jewish women who played a significant role in the Chanukah story. 

 

 It is customary to increase one's daily giving to charity. On Fridays we give double the 

amount, to account for Shabbat. 

 It is traditional to give all children Chanukah gelt (money). 

 Of course, this beautiful custom adds to the children's happiness and festive spirit. In 

addition, it gives adults an opportunity to give the children positive reinforcement for 

exemplary behavior, such as diligence in their studies, and acts of charity. 

 Chanukah Gelt is given to children after lighting the menorah. The children should be 

encouraged to give charity from a portion of their money. 

 Because of the great significance of oil in the story of the Chanukah miracle, it is traditional 

to serve foods cooked in oil. Among the most popular Chanukah dishes are potato latkes 

(pancakes) and sufganiot (doughnuts).  

 It is also customary to eat cheesy foods on Chanukah, in commemoration of the bravery of 

the Maccabean Jews.   
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Chapter 3: Why don’t the people in the world understand the Kingdom of Elohim? 

The gospel that Yahshua our Messiah proclaimed, was good news to a dying world about the coming 

Kingdom of Elohim, to be established right here on earth as witnessed amongst other in Matthew 4:  

17 and Mark 1:  14 & 15. But why are Christianity, who are the majority of believers in Yahshua (the 

one they call J*e*s*u*s* C*h*r*i*s*t*), not aware of this, the central teaching of Messiah? 

Most of what Yahshua our Messiah taught was focused on the realization of the coming Kingdom of 

Elohim and it essentially sums up His entire ministry. But why don’t we hear anything about the 

Kingdom of Elohim in the sermons preached by Christianity? What happened since Yahshua’s death? 

Whilst Yahshua was alive, His disciples understood His messages about the Kingdom of Elohim – so 

why do only a few understand His teachings recorded in the Scriptures, today? Messiah’s disciples 

understood the crystal clear message that Yahshua proclaimed about the establishment of Elohim’s 

Kingdom on earth; they knew that he spoke about an actual government under the power and 

authority of the very Elohim. In fact some of the rulers in Messiah’s time understood that His 

message had political implications which could threaten their authority and control, as witnessed in 

Luke 23: 2 & 3, in this way: ‘And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this man misleading 

our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Messiah, a King.” 

(3) And Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He answered him and said, 

“It is as you say.”’ 

Many today believe that Yahshua taught a different message to what is found throughout the 

Tanach, but the message about the Kingdom of Elohim is actually the primary theme of the Tanach. 

The prophets foretold the coming of Messiah to save His people from their sins, as well as to come 

and rule them from Jerusalem during the Millennium and on into Eternity. The phrase ‘the 

millennium‘  meaning a thousand years, was  coined by historians, because Yahshua revealed it to 

the Apostle Yochanan (John) in Revelation 20, where he wrote that Yahshua will reign with His saints 

(true believers) who will be resurrected at His return, for a thousand years. Even so, we need to be 

mindful that the Kingdom of Elohim and the Millennium are not identical, but they intersect. 

Messiah’s rule of a thousand years will be the beginning of Elohim’s eternal reign, as we read from 

Daniel 7: 13 & 14, as follows: “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of 

heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was 

presented before Him. (14) And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the 

peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.” 

Even though we believe in the coming millennial rule of Yahshua our Messiah, there are others who 

believe that the reference to the 1000-years in the book of Revelation to be symbolic and will never 

occur literally. In addition, there are others who believe that the 1000-years are already here, and to 

them this is known as the ‘church age’.  This last view comes from the Christian Church father 

Augustine of Hippo (354 – 430 CE), who was born in Africa of a pagan father and a Christian mother; 

he initially believed in the Millennium, but later changed his teachings to identify the church with 

the Kingdom of Elohim, maintaining that it  started at Messiah’s birth. But which of these believers 

are correct? What do the Scriptures have to say regarding this subject? What did the disciples 

believe after Yahshua’s resurrection? We read from Acts 1: 1 – 6, in this way: ‘The first account I 

composed, Theophilus, about all that Yahshua began to do and teach, (2) until the day when He 
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was taken up, after He had by the Set-apart Spirit given orders to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. (3) To these He also presented Himself alive, after His suffering, by many convincing 

proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking of the things concerning the 

kingdom of Elohim. (4) And gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from 

Me; (5) for John immersed with water, but you shall be immersed with the Set-apart Spirit not 

many days from now.” (6) And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, 

“Master, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”’ 

 

Even after Yahshua ascended to heaven, the apostles did not change their minds, as we read from 

Acts 3: 19 – 21 where Rav Kepha explained, as follows:  “Repent therefore and return, that your sins 

may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of YHVH; 

(20)and that He may send Yahshua, the Messiah appointed for you, (21) whom heaven must 

receive until the period of restoration of all things about which Elohim spoke by the mouth of His 

holy (set-apart) prophets from ancient time.” It is important to note that these early believers 

connected Yahshua’s return to descriptions of a new world given by the prophets. It also informs us 

that we will get further evidence of early Renewed Covenant belief in the writings of the ancient 

Hebrew prophets. We read for example from Revelation 11: 15, that the Kingdom of Elohim will 

come at Messiah’s return, in this way: ‘And the seventh angel sounded; and there arose loud voices 

in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of YHVH and of His 

Messiah; and He will reign forever and ever.”’ 

 

Recalling Yahshua’s teaching in Matthew 24: 29 – 47  we read: “But immediately after the 

tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, 

AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken, (30) and 

then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 

mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and 

great glory. (31) And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER 

TOGETHER HIS elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. (32) Now learn the 

parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near; (33) even so you too, when you see all these things, recognize that 

He is near, right at the door. (34) Truly I say to you, this generation (or race) will not pass away 

until all these things take place. (Meaning that the Jewish race will still be around when Messiah 

returns.)  (35) Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away. (36) But of that 

day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone (i.e. 

the one who alone possesses immortality and dwells in an unapproachable light; whom no man has 

seen or can see). (37) For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  (38)For 

as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, (39) and they did not understand 

until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. (40) Then 

there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. (41) Two women will be 

grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left. (42) Therefore be on alert, for you do 

not know which day your Master is coming. (43) But be sure of this, that if the head of the house 

had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and 

would not have allowed his house to be broken into. (44) For this reason you be ready too; for the 
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Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. (45) Who then is the faithful and 

sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the 

proper time? (Note that this is talking about spiritual food {or teachings} which should be given at 

Sabbath services and during the Feast Days of Elohim.) (46) Blessed is that slave whom his master 

finds so doing when he comes. (If we remain loyal and teach new believers in Elohim about the 

coming Kingdom of Elohim, until Yahshua returns.) (47) Truly I say to you, that he will put him in 

charge of all his possessions. (Yes, Yahshua promised us rulership under Him, if we continue to 

teach new believers the true gospel.) It is only when we ponder these words of Messiah that we 

come to the realization that it has still to occur.   

 

Even though most scholars and theologians agree that the Kingdom of Elohim is discussed 

throughout the pages of the Scriptures, most theologians do not believe, or have lost faith about 

what is written in The Scriptures. We read from the book of Acts 26: 6 & 7, where Rav Shaul (as 

ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes) tells King Agrippa that He is on trial for his hope in the 

Kingdom of Elohim, as follows: “And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by 

Elohim to our fathers; (7) the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly 

serve Elohim night and day. And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews.” Even under 

persecution we should not become weary of waiting for the coming of our Messiah, as we are 

admonished in Hebrews 10: 35 – 39, in this way: ‘Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, 

which has a great reward. (36) For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the 

will of Elohim, you may receive what was promised. (37) FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE 

WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY. (38) BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY 

FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. (39) But we are not of those 

who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.’  

Hebrews 10: 38 is a direct quote from Habakkuk 2: 4, where we are reminded that ‘the righteous 

will live by his faith.’ 

 

From the apostles’ time to the present there have always been those who lived in expectancy of the 

imminent return of our Master Yahshua. However, with the passing of time, when the anticipation 

of the return of Messiah did not happen, believers have been forced to forget about it ever 

happening. Yahshua identified three areas in the parable of the sower which believers will face that 

will result in them losing faith in the coming Kingdom of Elohim. We read the parable recorded in 

Matthew 13: 3 – 9, as follows: ‘And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the 

sower went out to sow; (4) and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came 

and ate them up. (5) And others fell upon the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and 

immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. (6) But when the sun had risen, 

they were scorched, and because they had no root, they withered away.  (7) And others fell among 

the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. (8) And others fell on the good soil, and 

yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. (9) He who has ears, let him 

hear.”   

After hearing this parable Yahshua’s disciples asked Him why He speaks to them in parables. We 

read His answer in verses 11 - 13 of Matthew 13, in this way: “To you it has been granted to know 

the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them (meaning those not called at this time) it has 

not been granted. (12)  For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall have an 
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abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. (13) 

Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing 

they do not hear, nor do they understand.” It is important to understand the meaning of this 

parable, so that we may not become despondent, when some of those whom we teach, fall away. 

The parable is explained as follows:   

We need to understand that unless YHVH opens our minds to understanding His truths, we will not 

see it, as Yahshua explained in John 6: 44 & 65, as follows: “No one can come to Me, unless the 

Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” (65) ‘And He was saying, 

“For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has been granted him 

from the Father.” YHVH allows Satan to blind the minds of unbelievers, so that they do not 

understand the good news about the coming Kingdom of Elohim, during which time Messiah will 

rule from Jerusalem, as witnessed in 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4, in this way: ‘And even if our gospel is 

veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world (Satan) has 

blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the esteem 

of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim.’  When someone hears the truth and does not believe it, 

Satan removes it from his heart – this is essentially the seed which was sown along the path and is in 

agreement with Yahshua’s explanation of the first part of the parable in Matthew 13: 18 & 19, where 

He said: “Hear then the parable of the sower, (19) When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his 

heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.” 

The seed that was sown on rocky ground is about the individual who hears the truth and 

immediately receives it with joy. However, he has no firm root in himself, and when affliction or 

persecution arises he immediately gives up on his new faith and falls away;  When this person’s 

family and friends reject him for his beliefs, or when keeping the Sabbath and Set-apart days bring 

about persecution, he shuts his heart to the truth. 

The seed that was sown among thorns, is about the individual who hears the truth and responds for 

a while. But the worries of the world and the deceitfulness of riches soon choke the word, and it 

becomes unfruitful. This individual’s life is very complicated; he belongs to different clubs and 

societies and is living the high life; he is physically stretched to the limit and because he is concerned 

about his investments and the many irons that he has in the fire, he soon forgets his newly found 

faith.  

The seed that was sown in good soil are those who hear and understand the truth. They bear fruit 

and in one case bear a hundred fold, in another, sixty fold and in another, thirty fold. We are blessed 

because we hear and see the truth, because YHVH has opened our minds to it, through His Set-apart 

Spirit which indwells us. 

 

From His explanation we understand that YHVH is not calling everyone alive during this age. He is 

only calling out first fruits who if they finally make it into the kingdom of Elohim, will rule as kings 

and priests under Yahshua, during His millennium rule and on into eternity. One example in the 

Scriptures where YHVH promises rulership to those who overcome and endure to the end of their 

lives or until Messiah returns, is found in Revelation 3: 21, as follows: “He who overcomes, I will 

grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father 
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on His throne.” A second witness may be found in Revelation 5: 10, in this way: “And Thou hast 

made them to be a kingdom and priests to our Elohim; and they will reign upon the earth.” 

 

Yahshua also explained about a time during which people from all generations will be judged at the 

same time, during the great white throne judgment in Matthew 12: 41 saying: ‘The men of Nineveh 

shall stand up with this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it because they repented 

at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.’ These people from 

ancient times will be resurrected after the millennium rule of Yahshua and will respond once they 

have had a genuine opportunity to understand the Scriptures. We read Yahshua’s own words about 

the Queen of the South in Mathew 12: 42 as follows: “The Queen of the South shall rise up with this 

generation at the judgment and shall condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to 

hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” The Queen of 

the South will be in the second resurrection, after the millennium. She will be part of the second 

harvest of souls into the Kingdom of Elohim. She will repent and accept Yahshua our Messiah as her 

personal Savior. She will also accept and live by what is written in the books (The Scriptures) and her 

name will be entered into the book of life as witnessed in Revelation 20: 12. Those who are not 

called during this age will have their chance in the second resurrection. The majority of people who 

have ever lived fall in this category and will have their first chance only then as may be seen in Isaiah 

25: 7 – 9. 

 

However, there are also those spoken about in Romans 1: 18 – 32, who once knew Elohim, but did 

not honor Him as Elohim, or give thanks; but became futile in their speculations about Him, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened. These people professing to be wise became fools and worshipped 

created things, instead of the one and only Elohim. Because they did not acknowledge Elohim in 

their deeds and actions any longer, He gave them over to do those things which are improper, such 

as homosexuality (see verses 24 – 27). Being filled with unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil, full 

of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of Elohim, insolent, 

arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, 

unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of Elohim; that those who practice such 

things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who 

practice them. This is why some will even knowing the facts, continue to practice evil and paganism?  

Being wicked they are destined to become ashes under the feet of the righteous, as witnessed in 

Malachi 4: 1 – 3, as follows: ‘“For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the 

arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says 

YHVH of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” (2) But for you who fear My 

name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip 

about like calves from the stall. (3) And you will tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes 

under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing,” says YHVH of hosts.’ Think about it! 
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Chapter 4: The difference between the Clean and the Unclean. 

The Scriptures gives a strict warning against those who put no difference between what is set-apart 

for us and what is profane. There are many religious leaders throughout the world who do not even 

know what is clean or unclean for human consumption. This is in fact no different from what 

happened in ancient Israel as an example of what we should not do. In Leviticus 10: 1 we are told 

about Aaron’s two sons Nadab and Abihu who took censers and put fire in them together with 

incense and offered strange fire before YHVH, which He did not command them to do.  

This happened immediately after YHVH manifested His esteem (Shekinah glory) to all the people and 

fire came out before Him and consumed the burnt offering and the portions of fat on the altar. The 

people shouted and fell on their faces before YHVH. Nadab and Abihu being intoxicated at the time, 

decided to offer their own profane fire unto YHVH, which even though they were priests, was only 

allowed to be offered by the High Priest and only on the Day of Atonement. As a result we read from 

verse 2 of Leviticus 10, ‘And fire came out of the presence of YHVH and consumed them, and they 

died before YHVH.’  

In Leviticus 12: 1 & 2 YHVH spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘When a 

woman gives birth and bears a male child; then she shall be unclean for seven days, as in the days 

of her menstruation she shall be unclean.’” This section of Scripture comes after the section in 

which the law regarding clean and unclean animals is discussed. The fact that man comes after 

animals parallels the creation account, where man was also created after animals.  But since we read 

in the second part of Genesis 1: 2, ‘and the Spirit of Elohim was moving over the surface of the 

waters’ Note that the Rabbis teach that this was in fact the Spirit of the Messianic King; if man acts 

like a ‘mensch’ (a human being with Elohim’s Spirit indwelling him/her), we say that he is the focal 

point of creation or preceded the works of creation.   However, if man acts on pure instinct, it is said 

that a gnat and a snail precede him.  This has to do with the duality of man’s creation that he was 

made of both spiritual and physical matter. 

When man tempers his animal instinct by his spiritual capacity to the utmost, the world is elevated 

and is ready for the Messianic age. But if man sees himself as simply part of the physical world, he 

must come to the understanding that he does not take precedence over the animals. When a baby is 

born it is extremely frail – at birth mankind’s weakness is obvious to the greatest extent in the skills 

and natural instinct that we possess, compared to other species. In fact we have no chance of 

survival and are inferior to all other forms of creation. At that point the continuance of our species is 

depended upon the spirit in man and his (rather her) ability to nurture and look after the new born 

child. Without its mother’s presence and care, a baby’s chance of survival is indeed less than that of 

a gnat or snail. Even though physically we are the same as all other creatures, but are able to soar 

above them all. However, if we ignore our spirituality we sink below them. This is perhaps why Rav 

Shaul wrote in 1 Timothy 2: 15, ‘But women shall be preserved (saved) through the bearing of 

children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.’ 

Unclean animals and insects are known as ‘creepy crawlies.’ It is perhaps for this reason that we are 

told in Leviticus 11: 41 & 42, ‘Now every swarming thing that swarms on the earth is detestable, 

not to be eaten. (42)  Whatever crawls on its belly, and whatever walks on all fours, whatever has 

many feet, in respect to every swarming thing that swarms on the earth, you shall not eat them, 

for they are detestable.’ The serpent is included amongst the things that are detestable, as it slides 
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on its belly.  We know that it was only after he seduced mankind to eat what was not permitted 

them, that YHVH cursed the serpent to crawl on his belly, as we read from Genesis 3: 14, in this way: 

‘And YHVH Elohim said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you more than the 

cattle, and more than the beast of the field; on your belly shall you go, and dust shall you eat all 

the days of your life.”’  It appears that before the serpent deceived Eve, it walked and even talked 

like human beings, but since then it was doomed to crawl on its belly. Whereas it used to be superior 

to the other beasts of the field, it was relegated to the lowest status of them all.  

This event resulted in YHVH telling the serpent in verse 15, ‘And I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He (meaning Messiah, the only person who came 

from a woman, without a man’s seed) shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the 

heel.’ Since that time the serpent’s head reaches only to the lowest part of man. The curse 

pronounced over the serpent mentions both species involved in this sin.  Similarly the curse 

pronounced over the woman, involved both the weakness and greatness of mankind, as we read 

from verse 16 of Genesis 3: ‘To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, 

in pain you shall bring forth children; yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule 

over you.”’ This brings us right back where we started. After all the animals are mentioned, man is 

considered as a producer of offspring.  It is in procreation that man’s dual nature comes to the fore, 

for in this context, in the reproductive process itself, man has the ability to approximate Elohim and 

‘create’. In the Garden of Eden man followed Elohim, when Elohim allowed him to display his 

‘creative power’ in a different way, as we read from Genesis 2: 19 & 20, in this way: ‘And out of the 

ground YHVH Elohim formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them 

to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that 

was its name. (20) And the man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and every 

beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.’ Here we see that 

Adam defines and categorizes the animals, thus showing his superiority to the animals. He belongs 

to a species that uses words to emulate Elohim’s creative speech.  

The Rabbinical Rabbis hold that because the serpent used words to corrupt and seduce the woman, 

he is also cursed with leprosy – in fact they hold that the serpent’s scales are a type of leprosy, since 

leprosy in Torah was associated with the misuse of speech. We further see that immediately after 

dealing with clean and unclean animals and childbirth, YHVH deals  with leprosy, as we read from 

Leviticus 13: 1 & 2, as follows; ‘Then YHVH spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “When a man has on 

the skin of his body a swelling or a scab or a bright spot, and it becomes an infection of leprosy on 

the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest, or to his sons the priests.”’  Eve’s 

punishment for eating from the tree prohibited in the Garden of Eden is pain of childbirth; this 

punishment is inserted between the sin and punishment of the serpent. Because the serpent 

misused speech, it lost its power to speak and was destined to crawl.  This reminds us of Aaron’s 

silence after his sons died, just prior to the giving of the Kosher Laws, as we read from Leviticus 10: 9 

& 10, in this way: “Do not drink wine or strong drink, neither you nor your sons with you, when you 

come into the tent of meeting, so that you may not die – it is a perpetual statute throughout your 

generations— (10) and so as to make a distinction between the set-apart and the profane, and 

between the unclean and the clean.”  

This description of making a difference between the set-apart and the profane and between the 

contaminated and the pure is what the sin in the Garden of Eden represented.  It was there where 
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mankind violated the first kosher law. Aaron becomes quiet after the death of his two sons, rather 

than using his power of speech to question and obscure, he is given the laws outlining the use of 

wine and those entrusted with Temple service. Immediately hereafter the guidelines for the priests 

are given regarding clean and unclean meat, for mankind. When a man follows these Kosher laws 

and makes a distinction between what is set-apart and profane, he achieves ‘godliness’ Thus, when 

man follows the teachings of Elohim, he is led by his spiritual aspect and becomes superior to all of 

creation. However, when he fails to recognize his spiritual gifts and merely follow his instinct, he 

becomes inferior to all of creation. When the creative power of speech is used to uplift fellow 

human beings, man is in the image of Elohim, but when he uses his gift of language to curse fellow 

human beings, he is divorced from the image of Elohim. It is only by making a distinction by using his 

power of speech properly that mankind maintains his stature and manifest the Spirit of Elohim 

within him.  

By telling mankind to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean, and between beasts 

that may be eaten and beasts that may not be eaten, YHVH reiterated that the Israelites were to be 

a set-apart people unto Him. But the house of Israel refused to keep Elohim’s laws and to make a 

distinction between the clean and unclean and so was sent into exile among the nations. Even today, 

almost 2730 years into our exile, the house of Israel persist in their disregard of Elohim’s Torah, as 

we read from Isaiah 65: 1 – 12, as follows:  “I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not 

ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, ‘Here am I, here 

am I,’ to a nation which did not call on My name. (2) I have spread out My hands all day long to a 

rebellious people, who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts, (3) A 

people who continually provoke Me to My face, offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense 

on bricks; (4) who sit among the graves, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s 

flesh, and the broth of unclean meats in their pots. (5) Who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come 

near me, for I am holier than you!’ (This is talking about those Christians who seek to put Christ back 

into Xmas and want to convert Jews to Christianity, despite them disregarding the Torah; eating pork 

and keeping pagan feast days.)These are smoke in My nostrils, and a fire that burns all the day. (6) 

Behold, it is written before Me, I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will even repay into their 

bosom, (7) both their own iniquities and the iniquities of their fathers together,” says YHVH. 

“Because they have burned incense on the mountains, and scorned Me on the hills. Therefore I will 

measure their former work into their bosom.” (8) Thus says YHVH, “As the new wine is found in a 

cluster, and one says, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is benefit in it,’ so I will act on behalf of My 

servants in order not to destroy all of them. (Here we are given assurance by YHVH, that He will 

preserve those who serve Him.) (9)And I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, and an heir of My 

Mountains (government) from Judah; even My chosen ones shall inherit it, and My servants shall 

dwell there. (10) And Sharon shall be a pasture land for flocks, and the valley of Achor a resting 

place for herds, for My people who seek Me. (11) But you who forsake YHVH, who forget My Set-

apart mountain. Who set a table for Fortune (or Gawd – the god of fortune), and who fill cups with 

mixed wine for Destiny (or Meni the god of destiny), (12) I will destine you for the sword, and all of 

you shall bow down to slaughter. Because I called, but you did not answer; I spoke, but you did not 

hear. And you did evil in My sight, and chose that in which I did not delight.”’ 

Who is this section of the Scriptures talking about? Rav Shaul gives us the answer in Romans 10: 19 

& 20, in this way, ‘But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they? At the first Moses says, “I WILL 

MAKE YOU JEALOUS BY THAT WHICH IS NOT A NATION, BY A NATION WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING 
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WILL I ANGER YOU.” (20) And Isaiah is very bold and says, “I WAS FOUND BY THOSE WHO SOUGHT 

ME NOT, I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO DID NOT ASK FOR ME.”  Yes, Isaiah calls these 

people not a people and a people not calling on the name of YHVH. This describes the lost ten tribes 

of Israel, who have lost their identity and have forgotten who they are. They call on the name of 

Gawd (G-d), which happens to be the Babylonian god of fortune. Most of them are Christians who 

enjoy their ham and gammon steaks during the so-called birthday of Messiah (the one they refer to 

as C*h*r*i*s*t*). They are the ones mentioned in Isaiah 66: 17, as follows: ‘“Those who sanctify and 

purify themselves to go to the gardens, following one in the center, who eat swine’s flesh, 

detestable things, and mice, shall come to an end altogether,” declares YHVH.’ These people have 

the audacity to describe themselves as sanctified and purified and claim to be the elect, but they 

have forgotten the difference between clean and unclean.  

We know that this prophesy is yet to come to fruition, as we read from the previous three verses (14 

– 16) of Isaiah 66, in this way: ‘Then you shall see this, and your heart shall be glad, and your bones 

shall flourish like the new grass; and the hand of YHVH shall be made known to His servants (those 

who serve YHVH will get to know Yahshua the right hand of YHVH, at His return one day), but He 

shall be indignant toward His enemies. (15) For behold, YHVH will come in fire and His chariots like 

the whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire. (16) For YHVH will 

execute judgment by fire and by His sword on all flesh, and those slain by YHVH will be many.’ This 

will only happen in the Day of YHVH, an event yet in the future.  These deceived people believe that 

their ‘belief’ in J*e*s*u*s, will save them, since they believe that He has done away with the Torah 

and all its restrictions on what man is allowed to eat. They do not understand that Yahshua our 

Messiah is the embodiment of the Torah, since He is the word of Elohim made flesh, and will 

definitely not do away with Himself. Why after all, will the one who gave us Torah for our own good, 

want to destroy it. He created the law of gravity and that is still in force (as may be read from 

Hebrews 1: 3). Rav Shaul said the commandments are set-apart and righteous and good in Romans 

7: 12. He further wrote in Romans 7: 14 that the Law is spiritual; meaning that it can therefore not 

be destroyed. 

When YHVH gave the Torah to our forefathers through Moses, all He wanted from them was 

obedience, as we read from Jeremiah 7: 22 & 23, as follows: “For I did not speak to your fathers, or 

command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings 

and sacrifices. (23) But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your 

Elohim, and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it 

may be well with you.”  But, the modern day Israelites are so deceived by their teachers that they 

are not interested in anything Jewish. Their favorite foods today include pork, shrimp, oysters, snails, 

octopus and the like. Even so, YHVH started calling a remnant from the lost ten tribes to come out 

from the falsehood taught us by our forefathers, a few decades ago. We read amongst others in 

Isaiah 66: 19 – 21 that there will be survivors from the lost ten tribes who will once again seek the 

ways of Elohim, and He will bring them back to the Promised Land, in this way: “And I will set a sign 

among them and will send survivors from them to the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Rosh, 

Tubal and Javan, to the distant coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory (or 

esteem). And they will declare My glory among the nations. (20) Then they shall bring all your 

brethren from all the nations as a grain offering (of first-fruits) to YHVH, on horses, in chariots, in 

litters, on mules, and on camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,” says YHVH, “Just as the sons of 
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Israel bring grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of YHVH. (21) I will also take some of them 

for priests and for the Levites,” says YHVH.’ 

These ‘Gentiles’ are returning Israelites who have forgotten their identity and have been deceived by 

their deceived teachers as we read from Ezekiel 22: 24 – 26 , as follows: “Son of man, say to her, 

‘You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.’ (25) There is a 

conspiracy of her prophets in her midst, like a roaring lion tearing the prey. They have devoured 

lives; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in the midst of 

her. (26) Her priests have done violence to My law and have profaned My holy things; they have 

made no distinction between the holy and the profane, and they have not taught the difference 

between the unclean and the clean; and they hide their eyes from My Sabbaths, and I am profaned 

among them.” YHVH again declares that He is against the shepherds that scatters and fleece His 

sheep in Ezekiel 34: 2, saying:  “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and 

say to those shepherds, ‘Thus says YHVH Elohim, “Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding 

themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flock?” 

However, YHVH says in verses 11 – 15 of Ezekiel 34, ‘Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and 

seek them out. (12) As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered 

sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were 

scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. (13) And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 

them from the countries and bring them to their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains 

of Israel, by the streams, and in all the inhabited places of the land. (14) I will feed them in a good 

pasture, and their grazing ground will be on the mountain heights of Israel. There they will lie 

down in good grazing ground, and they will feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. (15) I 

will feed My flock and I will lead them to rest,” declares YHVH Elohim.’ The rest spoken about here 

is the millennial rest.   

Continuing in Ezekiel 44: 23 & 24 we see that the priests will again teach the truth, in this way: 

“Moreover, they shall teach My people the difference between the set-apart and the profane, and 

cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean.  (24) And in a dispute they shall take 

their stand to judge; they shall judge it according to My ordinances. They shall also keep My laws 

and My Statutes in all My appointed feasts, and sanctify My Sabbaths.” During the millennial rule 

of Messiah, our people will no longer eat unclean foods and keep pagan feast days like Xmas and 

Easter, but we will all keep the Feast Days of Elohim, specified in Leviticus 23.  Baruch HaShem 

YHVH! 
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Chapter 5: Kingdom of priests. 

Soon after YHVH called Israel out of Egypt and even before He gave them the commandments at 

Mount Sinai, He told them that depending on their obedience to His commandments , they shall be 

a kingdom of priests and a Set-apart nation to Him, as recorded in Exodus 19: 5 and the first part of 

verse 6, as follows: ‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you 

shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; (6) and you shall be to 

Me a kingdom of priests and a set-apart nation.’  YHVH declared Israel to be His treasured 

possession before all nations, and accordingly they were to be a reign of priests and a set-apart 

nation to Him. They were to be stewards of the Oracles of Elohim; the conduits through which 

Elohim’s teachings regarding His Torah truths and blessings were to be disseminated.  The entire 

nation was to consist of priestly people; who would perform priestly duties before YHVH their 

Elohim. However, it appears that the nation felt that they were not qualified to enter into the 

responsibility of their priestly calling assigned by YHVH and they wanted a mediator for themselves 

to carry on a relationship with YHVH the Elohim of Israel. 

Because YHVH anticipated Israel’s need for a mediator, and as we read from Deuteronomy 5: 28 – 

31, He communicated His concurrence that they need a mediator from that time forward, as follows: 

“And YHVH heard the voice of your words when you spoke to me, and YHVH said to me, ‘I have 

heard the voice of the words of this people which they have spoken to you. They have done well in 

all that they have spoken. (29) Oh that they had such a heart in them, that they would fear Me, 

and keep all My commandments always, that it may be well with them and their sons forever! (30) 

Go, say to them, “Return to your tents.” (31) But as for you, stand here by Me, that I may speak to 

you all the commandments and the statutes (how to apply the commandments in your lives) and 

the judgments (the punishment for contravening the commandments) which you shall teach them, 

that they may observe them in the land which I gave them to possess.’” Here YHVH appointed 

Moses officially as the mediator of Israel during their forty years of wandering in the wilderness, 

before entering the Promised Land. The nation of Israel failed to be a model nation when Moses 

‘delayed’ coming down from the mountain and Aaron got them to give him the gold rings in the ears 

of their wives and children and fashioned it with a graving tool; making it into a molten calf. He 

proceeded to tell them that the golden calf is their god, who brought them out of the land of Egypt. 

In addition he declared the next day to be a feast to YHVH. We read from Exodus 32: 6, ‘So the next 

day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat 

down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.’  The commentary in the New American Standard 

Mac Arthur Study Bible, against the words ‘to play’ reads - ‘The Heb. Word allows for the inclusion of 

drunken and immoral activities so common to idolatrous fertility cults in their revelry’. The incident of 

the golden calf included cultural practices which the Israelites must have learnt in Egypt; i.e. burnt 

offerings were intermixed with pagan customs of sexual immorality and idolatry, totally 

unacceptable to Elohim.  

This caused Elohim’s anger to flare up against them and He was ready to destroy the nation. But 

Moses’ pleadings on behalf of the nation, made YHVH change His mind. Moses went down the 

mountain with the two engraved tablets in his hands and when he saw the golden calf and the 

dancing, he became very angry and he threw the tablets of stone from his hands shattering them at 

the foot of the mountain. Next he grounded the golden calf into powder and threw it into water, 

which he forced the Israelites to drink. Moses recognized the actions of Aaron and the Israelites as a 
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sin, punishable by death. So he stood at the gate of the camp saying as in Exodus 32: 26, “Whoever 

is for YHVH, come to me!” We see further from the same verse that the Levites gathered together 

around him.  Then Moses instructed the Levites to go back and forth in the camp, and kill every man 

his brother, and every man his neighbor.  As a result of the action taken by the Levites, YHVH chose 

the Levites to take the place of the first-born Israelites, to serve as priests under Aaron and his sons, 

as we read from Numbers 3: 9 – 13, in this way: “You shall thus give the Levites to Aaron and to his 

sons; they are wholly given to him from among the sons of Israel. (10) So you shall appoint Aaron 

and his sons that they may keep their priesthood, but the layman who comes near shall be put to 

death.” (11) Again YHVH spoke to Moses, saying, (12) “Now, behold, I have taken the Levites from 

among the sons of Israel instead of every first-born, the first issue of the womb among the sons of 

Israel. So the Levites shall be mine. (13) For all the first-born are Mine; on the day that I struck 

down all the first-born in the land of Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the first-born in Israel, from 

man to beast. They shall be Mine; I am YHVH.”  At this time YHVH called Aaron and his family and 

set them apart by law to be the priesthood for the nation of Israel. Even so, the nation remained set-

apart to YHVH; the Aaronic priests were to bring the sacrifices and offerings of the people of Israel 

before YHVH.   

Going back to Exodus 32: 28 & 29 we read: ‘So the sons of Levi did as Moses instructed, and about 

three thousand men of the people fell that day. (29) Then Moses said, “Dedicate yourselves today 

to YHVH—for every man has been against his son and against his brother—in order that He may 

bestow a blessing upon you today.”’ Similarly YHVH is calling first-fruits to come out of the world 

today, and to consecrate or set themselves apart for service unto Him. For each one who responds 

there is a reward of the priesthood.  We also read from Numbers 25 that when Israel stayed at 

Shittim, the people began to play the harlot with the daughters of Moab, who invited them to the 

sacrifices of their gods. The people ate and bow down to the pagan gods of the Moabites, including 

Baal-peor and YHVH became angry with the people of Israel. So YHVH instructed Moses in verse 4 of 

Numbers 25, saying: “Take all the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight before 

YHVH, so that the fierce anger of YHVH may turn away from Israel.” Moses obeyed and instructed 

the judges of Israel, as we read in verse 5 of Numbers 25, saying: “Each of you slay his men who 

have joined themselves to Baal of Peor.” At this same time one of the sons of Israel brought a 

Midianite woman in full sight of Moses and the sons of Israel, whilst they were still weeping at the 

doorway of the tent of meeting. When Phinehas the son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron saw it, he got 

up from the midst of the people, taking a spear in his hand; he went into the tent of the man and 

pierced both the man and woman through their bodies, effectively checking the plague and those 

who died by the plague were 24,000.  

YHVH made a covenant of peace (shalom in Hebrew) with Phinehas; thus making a covenant with 

him and his descendants after him that they will hold the office of priest (or Cohen) forever. Those of 

us who are called out of the world to become priests under Yahshua in the coming kingdom of 

Elohim, have to be like Phinehas, jealous (or rather zealous) for Elohim and His righteousness. We 

who are presently being trained to become priests (teachers) in the world tomorrow should not 

shirk our responsibility; it is our duty to warn the people called out by Elohim about their 

transgressions, as we read in Isaiah 58: 1, as follows: “Cry loudly, do not hold back; raise your voice 

like a trumpet, and declare to My people their transgression, and to the house of Jacob their sins.” 

Every person whom YHVH calls is important to Him and no one of us is beyond correction. YHVH 

wants each and every one of us to be ready to take action, when there is a need to do so. Are we 
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going to do what YHVH requires of us, or are we going to make excuses for not doing so? Are we 

prepared to defend the helpless amongst us? Are we prepared to correct those who make coarse 

jokes?  Are we going to point out those who teach falsehood in our community? Or are we going to 

remain quiet and avoid our responsibility as Nazarenes? The duty of a Nazarene or watchman is as 

described in Ezekiel 3: 17 – 21, as follows: “Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the 

house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me. (18) When I say 

to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die’; and you do not warn him or speak out to warn the wicked 

from his wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 

require at your hand.  (19) Yet if you have warned the wicked, and he does not turn from his 

wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered yourself. 

(20) Again, when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I 

place an obstacle before him, he shall die; since you have not warned him, he shall die in his sin, 

and his righteous deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at 

your hand. (21) However, if you have warned the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, 

and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; and you have delivered 

yourself.” Phinehas and his descendants after him will hold the office of priest forever. It seems odd 

that since Phinehas a Levite and descendant of Aaron the High Priest, that YHVH did not give him the 

office of High Priest forever. But, we know the reason for this being that Yahshua our Messiah has 

become the one and only High Priest forever. However, Yahshua is a High Priest in the order of 

Melchizedek and not in the order of Levi. 

As mediators between YHVH and the people of Israel, the priesthood had to stand as righteous as 

humanly possible between YHVH and His people, and at the same time represent both YHVH and the 

people according to (YHVH)’s plan for Israel.  However, we saw that the Aaronic priesthood failed 

horribly, as they partook in human nature and not in the divine nature of Elohim at all. It was clear at 

that point that YHVH had to give the nation of Israel a third mediator, since Moses and Aaron only 

met the needs of the people. Only a third mediator, YHVH of Hosts as Yahshua could meet both the 

needs of Elohim and the people, and could release them from their sin, as it is so aptly put in 

Galatians 3: 20, in this way: ‘Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas Elohim is only one.’  

I know some will object vehemently to me referring to YHVH of Hosts as Yahshua, but this is what 

YHVH tells us in Isaiah 43: 10 & 11, as follows: “You are My witnesses,” declares YHVH, “And My 

servant whom I have chosen, in order that you may know and believe Me, and understand that I 

am He. Before Me there was no Elohim formed, and there will be none after Me. (11) “I, even I, am 

YHVH; and there is no savior besides Me.” A second witness comes from Isaiah 63: 8, in this way: 

‘For He said, “Surely, they are My people, sons who will not deal falsely.” So He became their 

Savior.’  Moses told the nation in Deuteronomy 18: 15 – 19, saying: “YHVH your Elohim will raise up 

for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. (16) This 

is according to all that you asked of YHVH your Elohim in Horeb on the day of the assembly, 

saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of YHVH my Elohim, let me not see this great fire any 

more, lest I die.’ (17) And YHVH said to me, “They have spoken well. (18) ‘I will raise up a prophet 

from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 

them all that I command him.  (19) And it shall come about that whoever will not listen to My 

words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.’”  

Yahshua came as Immanuel, meaning Elohim with us; and unless believers call upon the name of 

YHVH as Yahshua, there can be no personal salvation. Yahshua came as a physical manifestation of 
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YHVH and in Him the fullness of Deity (Elohim) dwells in bodily form (as per Colossians 2: 9).  The 

point is that no man can fulfill the dual role of physical man and Elohim.  We read accordingly from 

Isaiah 59: 16, in this way: ‘And He saw that there was no man, and was astonished that there was 

no one to intercede; then His own arm brought salvation to Him.’  Yes, Yahshua is the visible image 

of the invisible Elohim. He is the Messiah and Savior promised in the Torah and the Prophets. We 

read fittingly from Hebrews 7: 26 & 27, ‘For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, 

holy (set-apart), innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; (27) 

who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and 

then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.’ 

As believers in Yahshua, the early Nazarenes were a sect of the Pharisees, much like the Levites, but 

of a different Priesthood; namely the royal priesthood of our coming King Messiah Yahshua, the High 

Priest to the order of Melchizedek. It is true that as the visible image of Elohim, YHVH is greater than 

Yahshua, and we worship YHVH in and through Yahshua. Even so, it remains as Yahshua said in John 

10: 30, “I and the Father are one.” As Nazarene believers in Yahshua, we are fully aware that 

Yahshua is the corner stone upon which we as living stones are being built up as a spiritual house for 

a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Elohim through Yahshua Messiah. 

Yahshua is “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.”  

He is the stone of stumbling (σКάνδαλον in Greek; meaning scandal) or a major stumbling block, 

which resulted from the way Elohim revealed Himself in the Torah. YHVH revealed Himself as the 

Creator and Sustainer of mankind: informing them that; He is YHVH their One and Only Elohim; to 

honor His Name; and not to make any idols or likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth 

beneath or in the water under the earth.  But, in order to accomplish His redemptive work YHVH had 

to become a ‘man’ in Yahshua the Messiah. Rav Kepha explained in Acts 4: 10 - 12, that not only may 

we be saved through the scandal of YHVH incarnate, but the scandal of His crucifixion is the only way 

for mankind to be reconciled to Elohim. It is in His incarnation as Yahshua our Messiah, the Lamb of 

Elohim that we worship YHVH our Creator and Redeemer.  

The Scriptural revelation requires that the name of Elohim be made known to mankind and when He 

revealed Himself in Exodus 3: 14, He said to Moses: “I AM WHO I AM.” -The footnote against ‘I AM’ 

in this verse in the New American Standard Bible reads: ‘Related to the Name of G-d, YHVH rendered 

LORD, which is derived from the verb HAYAH, to be.’ This essentially means that YHVH can be 

whatever we need Him to be, as may be understood from His various names given in the Tanach, as 

follows:  In Genesis 22: 14, YHVH-YIRAH meaning YHVH our Provider; in Exodus 17: 15, YHVH-NISSI 

meaning YHVH is My Banner; and in Jeremiah 23: 6, YHVH-TSIDIKENU meaning YHVH Our 

Righteousness, which refers to Yahshua the righteous Branch, through whom we His creation attains 

righteousness. In addition most of us are aware that the meaning of Yahshua’s name is the Salvation 

of YHVH, since the purpose of His first advent was to save His people from their sins. Through these 

truths the commandments given in Exodus 20: 3 – 11, YHVH ensured that His people understood the 

importance of His name in worshipping Him. If our proclamation that Yahshua is YHVH in the flesh is 

an offense to some, then it will have to be the scandal that Yahshua said it would be in Matthew 21: 

42 – 44, as follows: “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 

REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; THIS CAME ABOUT FROM YHVH, AND IT IS 

MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES’? (43) Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of Elohim will be taken away 

from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it. (44) And he who falls on this stone will 

be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” Elohim has truly gone to 
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extremes to make His name and deeds known to mankind throughout the Scriptures. David attests 

to the fact that YHVH became our salvation, in Psalm 118: 21 – 26 in this way: ‘I shall give thanks to 

Thee for thou hast answered me; and Thou hast become my salvation. (22) The stone which the 

builders rejected has become the chief corner stone. (23) This is (YHVH)’s doing; it is marvelous in 

our eyes. (24) This is the day which YHVH has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (25) O YHVH, 

do save, we beseech Thee; O YHVH we beseech Thee, do send prosperity! (26) Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of YHVH; we have blessed you from the house of YHVH.’  

According to Rav Kepha, we who believe this truth about our Master and Savior Yahshua the 

Messiah are (as per 1 Peter 2: 9), ‘(But you are) A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY 

NATION, A PEOPLE FOR Elohim’s OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellences of Him 

who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.’  Are we like the ancient Israelites 

going to evade our responsibility as priests? As priests of Elohim, most of us are able to recall the 

set-apart garments which were placed on Aaron and his sons. Similarly Yahshua is giving us priestly 

garments to wear. We read from the prophesy about Yahshua in Isaiah 61: 1 – 10, as follows: ‘The 

Spirit of YHVH Elohim is upon me, because YHVH has anointed me to bring good news to the 

afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, and 

freedom to prisoners; (2) To proclaim the favorable year of YHVH, and the day of vengeance of our 

Elohim; to comfort all who mourn, (3) To grant those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland (a 

peer shaped head covering) instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 

praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 

YHVH, that He may be glorified (esteemed). (4) Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, they will 

raise up the former devastations, and they will repair the ruined cities, the desolations of many 

generations. (5) And strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, and foreigners will be your 

farmers and your vinedressers. (6) But you will be called the priests of YHVH; you will be spoken of 

as ministers of our Elohim. You will eat the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. (7) 

Instead of your shame you will have a double portion, and instead of humiliation they will shout 

for joy over their portion. Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, everlasting joy 

will be theirs. (8) For I, YHVH, love justice, I hate robbery in the burnt offering; and I will faithfully 

give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. (9) Then their 

offspring will be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples. All 

who see them will recognize them because they are the offspring whom YHVH has blessed. (10) I 

will rejoice greatly in YHVH, my soul will exalt in my Elohim; for He has clothed me in garments of 

salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland (the KJV reads: decketh himself with ornaments; the side reference against in the KJV reads: 

decketh as a priest), and as a bride adorns herself with jewels.’ 

 

Ezekiel the prophet also prophesied about the restoration of the priesthood in Ezekiel 44. To start 

with, the first ordinance is that no foreigner uncircumcised in heart (not immersed) and 

uncircumcised in flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the sons of Israel, shall enter (YHVH)’s 

sanctuary (verses 7 – 9).  Next we read about the restoration of the Levitical priesthood; we see that 

the priesthood will again be clothed in priestly garments including linen turbans (verse 18). In Isaiah 

66: 20 & 21 YHVH tells our Jewish Brothers, ‘Then they shall bring all your brethren from all the 

nations as a grain offering (first-fruits) to YHVH, on horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, and on 

camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,” says YHVH, “just as the sons of Israel bring their grain 
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offering in a clean vessel to the house of YHVH. (21) I will also take some of them for priests and 

for Levites,” says YHVH.’  Yes, those of us called at this time, who manage to overcome Satan, the 

world, and the self, will become kings and priests during the millennium and beyond, as we read 

from Revelation 5: 10, as follows: “And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and priests to our 

Elohim; and they will reign upon the earth.” 

The first time that we read in the Scriptures about a person or being, holding the two offices of king 

and priest together, is in Genesis 14: 18: ‘And Melchizedek king of Salem (meaning king of peace) 

brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of Elohim Most High.’  We see in Hebrews 7: 3 

that Melchizedek was without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning 

of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of Elohim. In Psalm 110: 4 talking about our Messiah, 

David wrote: ‘YHVH has sworn and will not change His mind, “Thou are a priest forever According 

to the order of Melchizedek.” In Hebrews 5: 5 & 6 we read accordingly: ‘So also Messiah did not 

glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but he who said to Him, “THOU ART MY SON, TODAY 

I HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE”; just as He says also in another passage, “THOU ART A PRIEST FOREVER 

ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.” The Order of the Priesthood of Melchizedek will 

consist of the High Priest and King, Yahshua with other priests who were called by YHVH and 

remained faithful throughout their human lives, to be changed into spiritual children of Elohim at 

Yahshua’s return, reigning under Him. In Romans 8: 29 & 30 we read: ‘For whom He foreknew, He 

also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born 

among many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, 

these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.’ A second witness to this 

may be read in Hebrews 2: 11: ‘For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all 

from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren.’ We, who are called 

during this age, are predestined, if we make it, to become kings and priests under Yahshua during 

His millennial rule.  This means that we will be in the first resurrection as is recorded for us in 

Revelation 20: 6: ‘Blessed and Set-apart is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over 

these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of Elohim and of Messiah and will 

reign with Him for a thousand years.’ This tells us that we who know Elohim and believe in the one, 

whom He has sent, namely Yahshua the salvation of YHVH, are to become kings and priests under 

Yahshua during His millennial rule. 

We need to practice to become kings and priests during the coming Kingdom of Elohim, as we will be 

required to perform priestly duties then, and have to learn to do so, during this age. We should 

practice righteousness in our lives by doing what YHVH requires of us in His Torah, so that we may 

teach our siblings, those who survive the tribulation into the millennium, as well as those in the 

second resurrection, the physical and spiritual application of Torah in their lives.  However, let’s also 

turn to Exodus 29: 38 & 39 to see what some of the other duties of royal priests are: “Now this is 

what you shall offer on the altar; two one year old lambs each day, continuously. (29) The one 

lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight.”  We do not 

sacrifice animals any longer, but are nevertheless required to make two offerings per day, as we 

read from Exodus 30: 7 & 8, “And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it; he shall burn it every 

morning when he trims the lamps. (8) And when Aaron trims the lamps at twilight (in the evening), 

he shall burn incense. There shall be perpetual incense before YHVH throughout your generations.”  

In Psalm 141: 1 & 2 David wrote about such offerings, saying: “O YHVH, I call upon thee; hasten to 

me! Give ear to my voice when I call to Thee! May my prayer be counted as incense before thee; 
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The lifting up of my hands as the evening offering.” We also read from Revelation 5: 8 that the 

prayers of the saints are considered as incense before YHVH, as follows: ‘And when He had taken 

the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, having 

each one a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.’  A second 

witness comes from Revelation 8: 4 in this way: ‘And the smoke of the incense, with prayers of the 

saints, went up before Elohim out of the angel’s hand.’   

 

Finally we read from Daniel 9: 21 that  we should pray in the evening and in the morning, as follows: 

‘while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision 

previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening offering.’ We 

should not forget our priestly duties; to pray every evening and morning. We should pray for the 

Kingdom of Elohim to come; for the peace of Jerusalem; for forgiveness of our many sins. We should 

ask YHVH to give us more of His Set-apart Spirit and pray for both our spiritual and physical leaders;  

asking that our spiritual leaders will assist us to find the way of Elohim, and that our physical leaders 

will make decisions which will allow us freedom to worship YHVH our Elohim and to live in peace. 
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Chapter 6: Why do we need the Kingdom of Elohim? 

Having recently endured another season during which most of mankind (whether they call 

themselves Christian or not) has been duped into keeping and believing in Xmas and all the blatant 

paganism and lies that accompanies it, it is difficult for most to recognize that it is all based on a lie. 

It is supposed to be a season to be jolly, but how many people were killed in road and other 

accidents? How many marriages are destroyed during this time of the year? It is supposed to be a 

season of giving and sharing, but how many people’s handbags and wallets were stolen in shopping 

centers throughout the world? How many homes and vehicles were broken into and ransacked 

during this time? How many people overspend their budgets and will suffer the consequences for 

the next few months? Even though some know that it is all based on lies, it is as the saying goes: ‘If 

you lie to yourself long enough, you will eventually believe the lie to be true.’  

Because lying and deception are part and parcel of human nature, it is hard to believe or trust 

anything or anybody any longer. How much of what we are told today, are true? Even recorded 

history is full of lies and deception.  Do you believe the history of South Africa and indeed the whole 

world, to be truer today than what we were told twenty years ago? Or is it only from someone else’s 

limited perception, and as full of holes as before?  Ask yourself; how much is society influenced by 

fabricated stories, now and in the past? When and how did the attitude of deception start and will 

there ever be an end to it? For the answer to this question, we need to turn to what is the only  true 

source of information available to us today  – and which is because of the many translations, also 

not 100% reliable. We read from Revelation 12: 9, ‘And the great dragon was thrown down, the 

serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown 

down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.’  

It is very difficult for most to understand how the accounts taken from verses in the Bible and given 

in sermons from the pulpits of churches around the world, can be untrue. They do not understand 

that a verse quoted out of context may even though it comes from the very word of Elohim, be 

turned into a lie. Rav Shaul warned believers in 2 Corinthians 11 about those who twist the 

Scriptures to teach people a different gospel; i.e. that the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 

Yahshua is the true gospel of Messiah, instead of the good news about the coming Kingdom of 

Elohim, as Messiah Himself proclaimed in Matthew 4: 17; Mark 1: 14 & 15; and indeed throughout 

the four gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  We pick up the warning in verses 3, 4, 

13 & 14 of 2 Corinthians 11, as follows: ‘But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his 

craftiness, your minds should be lead astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Messiah. 

(4) For if one comes and preaches another Yahshua whom we have not preached, or you receive a 

different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, 

you bear this beautifully. (13) For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 

themselves as apostles of Messiah. (14) And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an 

angel of light.’  The question is; do you believe the Scriptures, or your minister/teacher of religion?  

We read another warning from the prophet Jeremiah about the so-called shepherds who attend 

Elohim’s people today, in Chapter 23: 1 - 4, in this way: ‘“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying 

and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” declares YHVH. (2) ‘Therefore thus says YHVH Elohim of 

Israel concerning the shepherds who are tending My people: “You have scattered My flock and 

driven them away, and have not attended to them; behold, I am about to attend to you for the evil 

of your deeds,” declares YHVH (3) Then I Myself shall gather the remnant of My flock out of all the 
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countries where I have driven them and shall bring them back to their pasture; and they will be 

fruitful and multiply. (4) I shall also raise up shepherds over them and they will tend them; and 

they will not be afraid any longer, nor be terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares YHVH.’ 

Yahshua told us in John 8: 42 - 45 that Satan introduced lies, deception and rebellion against 

Elohim’s truth from the very beginning, saying: “If Elohim were your Father, you would love Me; for 

I proceeded forth and have come from Elohim, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but 

He sent Me. (43) Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My 

word.  (44) You are of your father the devil and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies. 

(45) But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.”  Those who hear and believe Yahshua’s 

words, are called His sheep, as he said in John 10: 25 – 28, in this way: “I told you, and you do not 

believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these bear witness of Me. (26) But you do not 

believe, because you are not of My sheep.  (27) My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me; (28) and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall 

snatch them out of My hand.”  If we start following Yahshua in the way He kept Torah with a 

spiritual intent, we become His sheep.  We will accordingly believe everything He taught in the 

Scriptures, and not contradict Him in any way.  

Rav Shaul confirmed that Satan hides the truth from people, so that they cannot believe the gospel 

of the coming Kingdom of Elohim, as proclaimed by Yahshua, as we read from 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4, 

as follows: ‘And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) in whose 

case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim.’  This is in fact in total 

agreement with what Rav Yochanan (John) wrote in 1 John 5: 19, in this way: ‘We know that we are 

of Elohim, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.’ 

Before getting to the solution to all the lies and temptation that mankind will be exposed to, until 

the end of the world as we know it, let’s consider the ways given in the Scriptures to recognize the 

false prophets/teachers among us. We commence reading from 1 John 4: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘Beloved, 

do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from Elohim; because many 

false prophets have gone out into the world. (2) By this you know the Spirit of Elohim: every spirit 

that confesses that Yahshua Messiah has come in the flesh is from Elohim.’ This is simply as we 

read from Matthew 1: 23, which is a quote from Isaiah 7: 14, in this way: “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN 

SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” 

which translated means, “ELOHIM WITH US.” This is one way in which to recognize false teachers; 

those who teach that there are two (YHVH)s ; or that the so-called G-dhead is composed of three 

persons in one; or that Yahshua was an angel before coming to earth, these are the ones spoken 

about in Romans 1: 21, as follows: ‘For even though they knew Elohim, they did not honor Him as 

Elohim, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations (about the ‘composition’ of 

Elohim, instead of believing YHVH when He confirms His Oneness throughout the Scriptures), and 

their foolish heart was darkened.’   

A second way as I mentioned in previous teachings, is found in 2 Peter 2: 1 – 3, in this way: ‘But false 

prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who 
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will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying (which comes from the Greek word 

‘arneomai’ and can also mean to contradict) the Master who bought them, bringing swift 

destruction upon themselves. (2) And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the 

way of the truth will be maligned; (3) and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; 

their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.’ In their greed to have 

a following, these people will once again cause those who came out of the false religious systems of 

the world, to follow another counterfeit of the faith which was once delivered to the believers, as 

also spoken about in Jude 3 & 4, as follows: ‘Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you 

about our common salvation. I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend 

earnestly for the faith which was once delivered to the saints. (4) For certain persons have crept in 

unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons 

who turn the grace of our Elohim into licentiousness and deny (or contradict) our only Teacher and 

Master, Yahshua Messiah.’ 

Considering these two Scriptural methods to identify false teachers, ask yourself, do you or your 

teacher, deny that Yahshua Messiah is YHVH in the flesh? Do you deny the Oneness of Elohim, by 

saying that you know there are two (YHVH) s? Do you contradict Yahshua the Messiah by believing 

that He died on a Friday afternoon, and was resurrected the following Sunday morning? Do you 

contradict Yahshua when He told the people that He did not come to do away with Torah, but to 

make it more binding, as may be read from Matthew 5: 17 – 48? Do you contradict Yahshua when 

He told Peter (Rav Kepha) that he (Kepha) is a (living) stone; and that He (Yahshua) is the rock or 

foundation stone upon which the ecclesia of called out believers are built as a spiritual house for a 

set-apart priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Elohim through Yahshua Messiah, 

as He said in Matthew 16: 18, and is confirmed by Rav Kepha in 1Peter 2: 6 – 10? Do you contradict 

the Scriptures by putting a Xmas tree in your house, despite the fact that we are told not to do so in 

Jeremiah 10: 1 – 5? Do you contradict the Scriptures by claiming that the original covenant (or 

Torah) was abolished after Yahshua’s death, resurrection and ascension to heaven, despite 

Scriptural proof to the contrary? These Scriptural proofs are amongst others: One - the rainbow after 

a thunderstorm; do you realize that it is part of the very first covenant that YHVH entered into with 

mankind?  Do you believe that it has been abolished? If so, why does the rainbow still appear every 

time after a rainstorm? 

Two – reading from Hebrews 8: 6 – 10, we are told that the fault with the original covenant or Torah 

was not with the covenant, but with the people, and that the original covenant entered into 

between the united nation of Israel and Elohim, will be the one written on our hearts and minds, 

during the world to come, in this way: ‘But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as 

much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 

(7) For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a 

second. (8) For finding fault with them, He says, “BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS YHVH, WHEN 

I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; 

(9) NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK 

THEM BY HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY 

COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS YHVH. (10) FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I 

WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISREAL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS YHVH: I WILL PUT MY LAWS 

INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM UPON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, 
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AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.” This confirms that the original Torah commands will be put into 

the minds of Elohim’s people and will be written upon our hearts. 

The third proof comes from John 5: 45 – 47, where Yahshua answered the Jews, saying: “Do not 

think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you 

have set your hope. (46) For if you believed Moses you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. (47) 

But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”  Yahshua was essentially 

telling us, that unless we believe that the first five books of the Scriptures are still valid today, we 

cannot believe in His words.  Even though these Scriptural witnesses might be sufficient proof that 

the original covenants are still valid, it does not matter how many Scriptural witnesses we can come 

up with, as it will never satisfy the requirement of unbelievers. It is as the leader of our previous 

association said many times: ‘If you convince a man against his will; he will be of the same opinion 

still!’  So to answer the questions asked at the beginning; why do we need the Kingdom of Elohim? 

The overriding reason being, that during the coming Kingdom of Elohim, Yahshua our Messiah will 

rescue us from our own and all Satan’s lies and deception.  

More than 2700 years ago YHVH through the Prophet Isaiah described how corrupt His people the 

united nation of Israel have become in their disrespect for His truth (Torah). Today, politicians in 

Israelite countries make promises before elections, which they full well know that they cannot keep. 

Newspapers print lies and half-truths and present it as facts. When Yahshua returns to rule us from 

Jerusalem, all deception will come to an end, as we witnessed in Isaiah 11: 9, in this way: ‘They will 

not hurt or destroy in all My set-apart mountain. For the earth will be full of the knowledge of 

YHVH as the waters cover the sea.’ During the coming Millennium, people who survive the Great 

Tribulation will at last have access to spiritual knowledge that they never knew before.  We also read 

about that time from Jeremiah 31: 29 – 34, as follows: “In those days they will not say again, ‘The 

fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ (30) But everyone will 

die for his own iniquity; each man who eats the sour grapes, his teeth will be set on edge. (31) 

Behold days are coming,” declares YHVH, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah, (32) not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in 

the day I took them by hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they 

broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares YHVH. (33) But this is the covenant which I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares YHVH, “I will put My law within them, 

and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their Elohim, and they shall be My people. (Note in 

verse 33 it says that YHVH will write the covenant on the hearts of the house of Israel and put the 

Law within them – does that mean that it is already so with the house of Judah?)(34)  And they shall 

not teach again each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know YHVH,’ for they 

shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares YHVH, “For I will 

forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”    

Those believers who keep (YHVH)’s annual Feast Days during this age, are slowly but surely learning 

about Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind. These believers are in fact learning to practice 

righteousness, by obeying the instructions that YHVH gave us in His Torah. The coming Kingdom will 

eventually change the entire world, in that once the united nation of Israel are on the right track, to 

serve YHVH as His model nation, they will show the rest of the world by example, how mankind 

should serve YHVH our Creator and Elohim.  We see from Isaiah 42: 21, that Messiah came the first 

time to exalt the Law; and most certainly not to abolish it as also witnessed in  the well-known 
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Scripture in Matthew 5: 17 – 20.  But it will be during Yahshua’s return to earth, that He will begin to 

restore all things, as witnessed in Acts 3: 19 – 21, in this way: ‘Repent therefore and return (to Torah 

obedience), that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from 

the presence of YHVH; (20) and that He may send Yahshua, the Messiah appointed for you, (21)  

whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which Elohim spoke 

by the mouth of His set-apart prophets from ancient time.’ 

The restoration of the united kingdom of Israel is only the start of the universe-wide Kingdom of 

Elohim. During the millennium, Yahshua the Messiah will institute Elohim’s way in all the nations 

throughout the world. We read aptly from Isaiah 60: 3, “And nations will come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your rising.” We read further from verses 4 & 5, “Lift up your eyes round 

about, and see; they all gather together, they come to you. Your sons will come from afar, and 

your daughters will be carried in the arms. (5) Then you will see and be radiant, and your heart will 

thrill and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea will be turned to you, the wealth of the 

nations will come to you.” Like during the time of King Solomon the nations around the world will 

again bless the nation of Israel, as witnessed in verse 11 of Isaiah 60, “And your gates will be open 

continually; they will not be closed day or night, so that men may bring to you the wealth of the 

nations, with their kings led in the procession.”  We see more details about the restoration of Israel 

& Judah in Jeremiah 33: 7 – 9, in this way: ‘And I will restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes 

of Israel, and I will rebuild them as they were at first. (8) And I will cleanse them from all their 

iniquity by which they have sinned against Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities by which they 

have sinned against Me, and by which they have transgressed against Me. (9) And it shall be to Me 

a name of joy, praise, and glory before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear of all the good 

that I do for them, and they shall fear and tremble because of all the good and all the peace that I 

make for it.’ 

It is because we know that these promises of YHVH our Elohim are true and will definitely come to 

fruition, that we need to proclaim the wonderful world that is about to be ushered in when Yahshua 

our Messiah returns.  It is most important that at this time, we the called out ecclesia of Elohim 

confess the lies that our fathers taught us (as we read from Jeremiah 16: 19), saying: ‘O YHVH, my 

strength and my stronghold, and my refuge in the day of distress, to Thee the nations will come 

from the ends of the earth and say, “Our fathers have inherited nothing but falsehood’ futility and 

things of no profit.”’ We should stop living a lie and serving people and things, as if they are the 

providers of all our needs. We need to recall Yahshua’s own words in Matthew 19: 17, ‘And He said 

to him (the young man who asked him what he should do to inherit eternal life), “Why are you 

asking Me about what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter life, keep 

the commandments.”’  It is time to come out of the false Babylonian religious systems of the world – 

the confusion which was started in the city of Babel by Nimrod, where they also built a tower to ‘go 

to heaven’.  It is time to start obeying YHVH and do what He tells us in His word; it is time to stop 

spreading ambiguous half-truths, thus contradicting what our Master, who bought us, taught. But 

most of all, it is time to pray earnestly for the Kingdom of Elohim to come on earth, as it is in heaven! 

Only then will all the lies and temptation of Satan come to an end.  
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Chapter 7: What is wrong with keeping Easter? 

About forty years ago after my wife and I got married, I started learning the truth about the gospel of 

Elohim and (YHVH)’s plan of salvation for all mankind. However, at Easter time, because we were at 

the time still involved with a Christian Church, we got invited to attend an Easter Sun-rise service with 

a number of other Christian denominations in the area where we lived. Fortunately, not fully realizing 

how pagan that it is at the time, in that it is nothing other than sun-worshipping, we somehow 

declined the invite. The odd thing about my family is the fact that my grandfather taught my father 

from the Torah. Sadly, after the Second World War, many former believers in the Scriptures (whether 

they were Jews or Christians) gave up on their faith in Elohim.  

 

Even so,  we are specifically warned about the pagan customs adopted by Christianity around Easter 

time in Ezekiel 8: 12 - 18 in this way: ‘Then He said to me, “Son of man, do you see what the elders 

of the house of Israel are committing in the dark, each man in the room of his carved images? For 

they say, ‘YHVH does not see us; YHVH has forsaken the land.’” (13) And He said to me, “Yet you 

will see still greater abominations which they are committing.” (14) Then He brought me to the 

entrance of the gate of (YHVH)’s house which was toward the north; and behold, women were 

sitting there weeping for Tammuz (Lent kept by the Catholic Church for forty days before Easter). 

(15) And He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? Yet you will see still greater abominations 

than these.” (16) Then He brought me into the inner court of (YHVH)’s house. And behold, at the 

entrance to the temple of YHVH, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five men 

with their backs to the temple of YHVH and their faces toward the east; and they were prostrating 

themselves eastward toward the sun (this was nothing other than an Easter sunrise service, where 

these men were worshipping the sun) .”’  A further warning comes from Jeremiah 7: 18, as follows: 

“Then children gather wood and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough to make 

cakes for the queen of heaven; and pour libations to other gods in order to spite Me (This is where 

we are warned against baking and eating of hot-cross buns baked with raisins for the queen of 

heaven, namely Ishtar also identified as the fertility goddess).”  

 

As the worship of Ishtar and Tammuz spread to the Mediterranean region, including Israel, they 

became to be worshipped under different names, such as Astarte (or Ashtoreth) and Baal; Adonis 

and Aphrodite; and Attis and Cybelle. We see from the Scriptures that Elohim powerfully condemns 

the worship of Baal and Astarte in Judges 2: 11 – 16, in this way: ‘Then the sons of Israel did evil in 

the sight of YHVH, and served the Baals, (12) and they forsook YHVH the Elohim of their fathers, 

who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from among the gods of 

the peoples who were around them, and  bowed themselves down to them; thus they provoked 

YHVH to anger. (13) So they forsook YHVH and served Baal and the Ashtoreth. (14) And the anger 

of YHVH burned against Israel, and He gave them into the hands of plunderers who plundered 

them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies around them, so that they could no longer 

stand before their enemies. (15) Wherever they went, the hand of YHVH was against them for evil, 

as YHVH had spoken and as YHVH had sworn to them, so that they were severely distressed. (16) 

Then YHVH raised up Judges who delivered them from the hands of those who plundered them.’ 

We read further how Elohim condemns Solomon for doing the very same thing in 1 Kings 11: 3 – 5 & 

11 & 12, as follows: ‘And he (Solomon) had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred 

concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. (4) For it came about when Solomon was old, his 
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wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to YHVH his 

Elohim, as the heart of David his father had been. (5) For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the 

goddess of the Sidonians and after Malcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites. (11) So YHVH 

said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and you have not kept My covenant and My 

statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to 

your servant. (12) Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but I 

will tear it out of the hand of your son.”’ This was the beginning of the end for the house of Israel. 

But, if we go back to worshipping such pagan gods after learning the truth, YHVH will also take away 

our right to rule nations and cities during the Kingdom of Elohim. 

 

During 1972 a colleague of mine introduced me to the now defunct magazine called ‘The Plain Truth’, 

from which I came to understand that a great deal of what Christianity teach, are not to be found in 

the pages of the Bible (or The Scriptures as we prefer to call it.) In fact the words Xmas and Easter are 

definitely not in the Scriptures. The word ‘Easter’ as found in the King James Version of the Scriptures 

in Acts 12: 4 is an incorrect translation of the Greek word ‘pascha’, which refers to the Passover, as it 

has been corrected in versions such as the New American Standard Bible and other newer 

translations.  The Roman government was since its inception anti-Semitic. During the reign of Hadrian 

(76 – 138 CE.), Jews (and even Christians) were persecuted and Jewish customs and practices were 

forbidden. This resulted in the Christian Churches abandoning the Sabbath and Scriptural Festivals for 

Sunday worship and other pagan festivals. It was also at this time that there was much confusion and 

disagreement regarding the crucifixion and resurrection of Yahshua the Messiah, whom they referred 

to as J*e*s*u*s* C*h*r*i* s* t*. Christianity keeps Easter Sunday following the full moon after the 

spring equinox, in commemoration of the resurrection. However, Yahshua instituted an annual 

commemoration of His death and there is no Scriptural commandment by Yahshua to celebrate His 

resurrection.   We see that Yahshua emphasized that He was the Lamb of Elohim sacrificed for the 

sins of the world, as may be read from John 1: 29. 

  

The Passover kept by Yahshua and taught by Him in Matthew 26: 19 – 30 and 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 

26, was substituted by the Christian Church for Easter, but neither He nor the apostles approved such 

a change.  In fact by keeping ‘Good Friday’ as the day upon which Messiah died and was buried and 

Easter Sunday as the day upon which He was resurrected, the Christian Church is denying that 

Yahshua is the Messiah, as is witnessed in Matthew 12: 38 – 40, as follows: ‘Then some of the scribes 

and the Pharisees answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.” (39) But He 

answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign 

shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; (40) for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND 

THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three 

nights in the heart of the earth.”’  This adds up to 72 hours, which is twice as much as the Christian 

church believes. 

True to the prophecy about Yahshua’s death in Daniel 9: 26 & 27, He was cut off in the middle of the 

week or the fourth day of the week, known today as Wednesday. We see from verse 27 of Daniel 9, 

‘but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering.’ This means that 

Yahshua has done away with the Sacrificial Law, where the people of Israel had to bring clean animals 

to the High Priest every time they sinned, to be killed for the atonement of their sins, as we read 

from Hebrews 10: 5 – 12, in this way: ‘Therefore when He (Messiah) comes to the world, He says, 
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“SACRIFICE AND OFFERING THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY THOU HAST PREPARED FOR ME;  

(6) IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN THOU HAST TAKEN NO PLEASURE. (7) 

THEN I SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE ROLL (scroll) OF THE BOOK (Torah) IT IS WRITTEN OF 

ME) TO DO THY WILL O ELOHIM.’” (8) After saying above, “SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND 

WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, NOR HAST THOU 

TAKE PLEASURE in them” (which are offered according to the {Sacrificial} Law), (9) then He said, 

‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO THY WILL.” He takes away the first (sacrifice) in order to establish 

the second. (10) By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Yahshua 

Messiah once for all. (11)  And every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the 

same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; (12) but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins 

for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF ELOHIM.”’ 

Yahshua was the lamb without defect offered as a sacrifice described in Leviticus 23: 12. If we believe 

and follow Yahshua, the way, the truth and the life, as He said about Himself in John 14: 6, we will 

inherit eternal life as we read from Romans 8: 11, as follows:  ‘But if the Spirit of Him who raise 

Yahshua from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give 

life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.’  Yahshua also became the first-fruit 

grain (wave sheaf) offering, which was cut-off on the 14th of Aviv to be offered after the first annual 

Sabbath on the Hebrew calendar otherwise known as the First Day of Unleavened Bread, as 

described in Leviticus 23: 13. When He was resurrected three days and three nights later, He became 

the first ‘human being’ to be born again of all creation  as may be understood from Colossians 1: 15 

and Romans 8: 29.  

The sequence of events resulting in Yahshua’s death and resurrection is set-out, below: 

 Yahshua and His disciples partook of the Passover in accordance with Torah (Exodus 12: 18 

and Leviticus 23: 5) in the evening part or the beginning of the fourth day of the week – the 

14th of Aviv according to the Hebrew calendar (where a new day begins at sunset). This was in 

fact 24 hours before the Jews of His day kept the Passover, as may be read from Mark 14: 14 

-26 and is confirmed in 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26. 

 Yahshua is betrayed by Judas, one of His disciples and is arrested, tried (during the night) and 

impaled at about 9 a.m. the next morning (i.e. the day part of the fourth day). 

 Yahshua dies at about 3 p.m. in the afternoon as recorded in Matthew 27: 46 – 50. This was 

essentially on the preparation day for the first annual Sabbath (the First Day of Unleavened 

Bread) on the 15th of Aviv, as we read from John 19: 30 & 31, in this way: ‘When Yahshua 

therefore had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head, and 

gave up his spirit. (31) The Jews therefore, because it was the day of preparation, so that 

the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high {or 

Set-apart} day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken 

away.’ Most translations of The Scriptures include the section in brackets. This was not the 

regular Sabbath, spoken about here but the First Day of Unleavened Bread. Because Yahshua 

was already dead, there was no reason for the soldiers to break His legs, as confirmed in 

verses 32 - 34 of John 19, as follows: ‘The soldiers therefore came, and broke the legs of the 

first man, and of the other man who was crucified with Him; (33) but coming to Yahshua, 

when they saw that He was already dead,  they did not break His legs;  (34) but one of the 

soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.’ 
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 Joseph of Arimathea buried Yahshua’s body before the commencement of the First Day of 

unleavened Bread at twilight as per John 19: 38 – 42. 

 The High Day Sabbath or the First Day of Unleavened Bread occurred on the fifth day of the 

week (Thursday), as may be read from Matthew 27: 62. 

 When the High Day was over (on the sixth day of the week or Friday) the women bought and 

prepared spices to anoint Messiah’s body (see the first part of Luke 23: 56). 

 The women rested on the weekly Sabbath as commanded in Exodus 20: 8 – 11.  

 Yahshua rose at the end of the day around sunset, exactly three nights and three days later 

as He said, as is also confirmed by Rav Shaul in 1 Corinthians 15: 3 & 4, in this way: ‘For I 

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Messiah died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, (4) and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures.’ The women brought the spices that they prepared to the 

tomb early on the first day of the week (known as Sunday today) as per Luke 24: 1; and since 

the first day of the week starts immediately after sunset, it was during the night part of the 

1st day, and therefore still dark as per John 20: 1. 

 Yahshua had already risen at the end of the (weekly) Sabbath, and His tomb was empty as 

per Matthew 28: 1 – 6.  

According to these Scriptural witnesses Yahshua fulfilled the sign about Him being the Messiah 

exactly. The prophet Daniel wrote the prophecy in Daniel 9, about the seventy weeks, during the first 

year of Darius’s reign about 539 BCE. Daniel predicted Messiah’s ministry to commence during the 

Spring of 27 CE., and end three and a half years later in the middle of the week. Yahshua was almost 

30 years of age when He was immersed. Most competent Bible scholars know that Messiah’s ministry 

was 3½ years in length. Yahshua was impaled as our Passover Lamb during the spring of 31 CE., 

according to the Roman calendar. According to both the British and U.S. Naval Observatories that 

year was one of only a few erratic years which had a mid-week Passover.  

The reason why Christianity assumes that Messiah died and was buried on a Friday is because they 

do not keep the Feast Days given in Leviticus 23, any longer, since they believe it is only for Jews. If 

they kept the Feast Days listed in Leviticus 23, they would have realized that these Feast Days are 

also known as annual Sabbaths or High Day Sabbaths. Yahshua was impaled on a Wednesday, which 

was the day of preparation for the Feast of Unleavened Bread kept annually from the 15th to the 21st 

of Aviv, as is corroborated by Leviticus 23: 5 - 8 as follows: ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day 

of the month at twilight is (YHVH)’s Passover. (6) Then on the fifteenth day of the same month 

there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to YHVH, for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. (7) 

On the first day you shall have a set-apart convocation; you shall not do any laborious work. (8) But 

for seven days you shall present an offering by fire to YHVH. On the seventh day is a set-apart 

convocation; you shall not do any laborious work.’  As outlined before, our Savior was put to death 

on a Wednesday, the day of Passover. He was placed in the tomb just before sunset as Wednesday 

came to a close and Thursday commenced. The woman had no time to anoint His body with spices, 

due to the High Day Sabbath. They kept the First Day of Unleavened Bread which started on 

Wednesday after sunset (the 15th of Aviv). They bought spices on Friday after the Set-apart day for 

embalming Messiah’s body. They rested the next day on the weekly Sabbath, and prior to sun-set, 

came to see the tomb. This is when as described in Matthew 28; they find that Yahshua was already 

risen at the end of the weekly Sabbath. This was definitely not an Easter sunrise visit to the tomb.  
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A second reason why Christianity believes in a Sunday morning resurrection is that, as opposed to the 

Scriptural method of determining a day (explained before), a day according to the Gregorian calendar 

starts and ends at midnight. They therefore assume ‘after the Sabbath’ quoted from Matthew 28: 1 

to mean, after midnight and ‘as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week’ to mean, at 

daybreak on the 1st day of the week, known to them as Sunday. They stopped observing the true 

Sabbath hundreds of years ago and have also forgotten the Scriptural way of determining time. We 

find further proof in the sequence of events listed before in Matthew 28: 1. Most English translations 

agree that the women came to the grave ‘after the Sabbath’. According to the New American 

Standard Bible, we read: ‘Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the 

week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.’ The “DuTillet” Hebrew 

version of Matthew reads: ‘Now on the evening of the Shabbat, as it dawned toward the first day of 

the week, came Miriam the Magdalene and the other Miriam to see the sepulcher.’  Reading 

further in Matthew 28, we see that after a great earthquake an Angel of YHVH rolled away the stone 

(which the Roman guards sealed), and sat upon it. The angel told the two Miriam’s that Yahshua who 

was impaled is not in the grave any longer as He has risen, as He said. It is very clear from these 

Scriptures that Yahshua was resurrected at the end of the Sabbath, just before the start of the first 

day of the week, known as Sunday today. However, the wording in Mark 16: 1 & 2 in most English 

translations is also confusing, as it appears to imply that  the women purchased the spices after the 

weekly Sabbath, rather than on the Friday. But, this is explained in Luke 23: 56, where we see clearly 

that the spices were purchased prior to, and not after the weekly Sabbath, as follows: ‘And they 

returned and prepared spices and perfumes. And on the Sabbath they rested according to the 

commandment.  

Yahshua fulfilled Jonah’s sign of three days and three nights accurately, just as He said. He rose late 

on Saturday afternoon, just before sunset, having been buried on Wednesday just before sunset. We 

as Nazarene Jews/Israelites can have confidence that Yahshua is indeed the prophesied Messiah and 

Savior of the world, who paid the penalty for our sins, and showed us by His resurrection, how we 

who are immersed in His saving name, may also be resurrected, as we are assured in Ephesians 1: 13 

& 14, in this way: ‘In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Set-apart Spirit of promise (at 

immersion), (14) who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of 

Elohim’s own possession, to the praise of His glory (or esteem).’  A second witness comes from 1 

Corinthians 15; 51 & 52, as follows: ‘Behold, I (Rav Shaul) tell you a mystery; we (believers in 

Messiah) shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trumpet (pictured by the Feast of Trumpets); for the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead (in Messiah) will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.’  It is only once we start 

keeping the Feast days of Elohim, given in Leviticus 23 that we come to know about Elohim’s plan of 

salvation for all mankind.  Those who keep pagan festivals such as Easter and Xmas are blinded to 

these Scriptural truths. 
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Chapter 8: Why is it important for us to keep Yahshua’s Passover? 

Even though the Scriptures do not give us the birth date of Yahshua our Messiah, it does give us the 

exact date of His death and resurrection. Yahshua always knew the exact date when He will be put 

to death, since He was totally aware of the numerous prophesies about His death throughout the 

Tanach. John the Immerser was sent by Elohim to immerse Yahshua the Messiah and was told by 

Elohim, as recorded in John 1: 33 & 34, that: ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and 

remaining upon Him, this is the one who immerses in the Set-apart Spirit.’ (34) “And I have seen, 

and have borne witness that this is the Son of Elohim.” This is also why John identified Yahshua in 

John 1: 29, in this way: ‘The next day he saw Yahshua coming to him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 

of Elohim who takes away the sins of the world!”’  Imagine for a moment your personal anguish, if 

you knew exactly when and how you will finally die! 

Three and a half years after Yahshua started His ministry, He was arrested by the authorities at the 

time of the Passover. After a short trial during the night in which He kept the Passover with His 

disciples, He was scourged and beaten by the Roman soldiers and during the next morning was 

hanged upon a wooden stake to die a horrendous death.  Christianity who express their faith in the 

Messiah, the one they refer to as C*h*r*i*s*t*, believe the Passover to be an outmoded Jewish 

ceremony, which was done away with at Yahshua’s death, to be replaced by Easter, a 

commemoration of His resurrection.  But what do the Scriptures teach about the Passover, kept by 

Yahshua until and during the night before He died as our Passover lamb on the impalement stake. 

 

Whilst still in Egypt, YHVH commanded the Israelites to observe the first Passover on the fourteenth 

day of the first month, in the evening or the beginning part of the day at twilight. To fully understand 

the importance and meaning of the Passover, it is essential that we revisit the very first Passover. At 

that time, as throughout the Tanach, the firstborn son was considered very special by the nations in 

and around the Middle East; a first-born son usually received a double portion of the family 

inheritance, and became the head of the family when his father died.  In a monarchy, like Egypt, it 

was the firstborn son who ascended the throne, when the reigning Pharaoh died. The firstborn was 

also usually the most loved and respected in the family and it was a great tragedy for the Egyptians 

to be bereaved of all their first-born.   

 

YHVH displayed his power to deliver the Israelites from slavery in Egypt through a series of plagues. 

After nine plagues YHVH gave Israel special instructions through Moses about the final plague. The 

children of Israel had to follow a series of steps to the letter to escape this final plague (Exodus 12). 

On the 10th day of the first month, each head of family had to select a lamb or goat large enough to 

feed his family. The lamb was to be a male lamb a year old, without any blemish or defect. This lamb 

had to be kept until the fourteenth day of the same month at which time it was to be killed at 

twilight. The blood of this lamb was to be taken and put on the two doorposts and lintel of the house 

in which they eat it. The Israelites had to eat the lamb the same night, roasted with fire, and they 

had to eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The lamb had to be eaten in haste, whilst the 

partakers had their loins girded, with sandals on their feet and with staff in hand. YHVH told the 

Israelites that this night He would kill all the firstborn of Egypt to convince Pharaoh to let the 

Israelites go from slavery. The firstborn of Israel would be protected if the sign of the blood were 

seen on their houses. YHVH said that the Passover should be a memorial, which they shall keep as a 

feast to HIM throughout their generations. 
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When YHVH struck the first-born at midnight on the fourteenth day, He passed over the homes 

which were marked with blood on its doorposts and lintels, and spared the firstborn members of the 

family.  We read accordingly in Exodus 12: 13, like this: “And the blood shall be a sign for you on the 

houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over to you, and no plague will befall 

you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”  Because the Israelites obeyed Elohim’s 

instructions that night, He spared their first-born children and animals from death.  

As Elohim’s perfect example Yahshua kept the Passover, as witnessed in Luke 22: 1,7 -20, as follows:  

‘Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. (7) Then 

came the first day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover Lamb had to be sacrificed. (8) And 

He sent Peter (Kepha) and John (Yochanan), saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we 

may eat it.” (9) And they said to Him, ‘Where do you want us to prepare it?” (10) And He said to 

them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; 

follow him into the house that he enters. (11) And you shall say to the owner of the house, ‘The 

Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover, with My disciples? 

(12) And he will show you a large, furnished, upper room; prepare it there.”(13) And they departed 

and found everything just as He had told them; and they prepared the Passover. (14) And when the 

hour had come (at twilight or between the two evenings, i.e. between sunset and when three stars 

become visible to the naked eye) He reclined at the table (the word ‘reclined’ here indicates that the 

last meal eaten by Yahshua and His apostles was definitely the Passover), and the apostles with 

Him.  (15) And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer; (16) for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of Elohim.” 

(17) And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among 

yourselves;  (18) for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the 

kingdom of Elohim comes.” (19) And when he had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it, 

and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 

Me.”  (20) And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is 

poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.” There are those who say that Yahshua did not 

partake of the Passover, but as some interpret these quoted verses He only gave the Unleavened 

Bread and wine to His disciples to partake of. However, in Judaism, you cannot say a blessing, i.e. 

give thanks, for something and then not partake of it.  

We need to remember that nothing magical happens when we partake of the annual Passover. It is 

the same at immersion – the fact that we are given a portion of Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit at 

immersion is very significant. However, nothing physical happens to us, at that point in time. We do 

not feel different at all. But, what is important is, that we do it because we want to obey YHVH from 

the heart. It is in fact the first physical act that we take, in obedience to YHVH – it is faith put into 

action, involving both heart and soul. Nevertheless, it is as we read from 1 Corinthians 11: 29, ‘For he 

who eats and drinks (the Passover), eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the 

body rightly.’  We need to realize that YHVH died for us in the body specially prepared for Yahshua, 

as is confirmed in Hebrews 10: 5 & 6, in this way: ‘Therefore, when He comes into the world, He 

says, “SACRIFICE AND OFFERING THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY THOU HAST PREPARED 

FOR ME; (6) IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN THOU HAST TAKEN NO 

PLEASURE.”’  
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Even though Yahshua took on the form of a man, He existed in the form of Elohim, as witnessed in 

Philippians 2: 5 - 7, as follows: ‘Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Messiah Yahshua, 

(6) who, although He existed in the form of Elohim, did not regard equality with Elohim a thing to 

be grasped, (7) but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the 

likeness of men.’ Yahshua looked like one of us, but He was fully Elohim, in bodily form, as is also 

confirmed in Colossians 2: 9, in this way: ‘For in Him all the fullness of Deity (an unfortunate 

translation, which should read Elohim) dwells in bodily form.’ This is in fact the mystery of our faith; 

the stone of stumbling and the rock of offense, spoken about throughout the Scriptures. The fact 

that YHVH came to earth as a ‘man’ or Emmanuel – Elohim with us, but what was more of a 

stumbling stone is the fact that He died for the sins of the world. But, this is according to the law of 

cause and effect set in motion at the very beginning, by YHVH Himself. It is as we read from Psalms 

49: 7 & 15, ‘No man can by any means redeem his brother, or give to Elohim a ransom for him— 

(15) But Elohim will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol (meaning death or the grave); for He 

will receive me.’  So He had to come and die for His creation, to save His people from their sin. This 

is perhaps why we read from Romans 8: 16 – 19, in this way: ‘The Spirit Himself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of Elohim, (17) and if children, heirs also, heirs of Elohim and fellow 

heirs with Messiah, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him. 

(18) For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us. (19) For the anxious longing of creation waits eagerly for the 

revealing of the sons of Elohim.’  We ‘judge the body rightly’ when we realize that Elohim 

purchased us with His own blood, as confirmed in Acts 20: 28, as follows:  “Be on guard for 

yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Set-apart Spirit has made you overseers, to 

shepherd the ecclesia of Elohim which He purchased with His own blood.” There is also nothing 

magical about the unleavened Matzo bread and natural red wine that we use at Passover; they are 

simply symbols to remind us of Yahshua’s sacrifice for the sins of the world, including ours.  

Even though we come to YHVH through the blood of Yahshua – we are even now required to obey 

Torah. YHVH requires complete obedience and it was for this reason that Yahshua Himself said in 

Matthew 5: 20, “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 

the Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Yes, Yahshua is called YHVH-Tsidkenu 

meaning YHVH our Righteousness, but we cannot come to YHVH in and through the blood of 

Yahshua, whilst we knowingly eat fat and blood; or enjoy bacon with our breakfast; or commit 

adultery, since that would clearly be blasphemous. We should be very careful not to fall into the 

same trap that Christianity fell, by believing that we can come to YHVH just as we are. No! We 

should come before Him in a repentant and humble attitude - repentance comes from the Hebrew 

word transliterated as ‘Teshuvah’. Teshuvah means that we stop breaking the Torah commands and 

return to YHVH by starting to keep the Torah commands that we previously neglected to obey.   

Because of the many mistranslations of the modern English (and other languages) in which the Word 

of Elohim is translated, people do not even understand what is written in the Scriptures. A case in 

point is specifically where Rav Shaul tells us about Yahshua’s memorial Passover in 1 Corinthians 11: 

20 - 22, as follows;  ‘Therefore when you meet together (for the Passover), it is not to eat the 

Master’s Supper, (21) for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and 

another is drunk. (22) What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise 

the ecclesia of Elohim, and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise 

you? In this I will not praise you.”’ The Passover is a solemn occasion during which we remember 
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our Messiah’s sacrifice for the sins of the world. It should not deteriorate into a party where people 

take their own food, and drink too much wine; No! – It should be an organized occasion during 

which we wait for one another and do things orderly with the respect that YHVH deserves.  

The Passover is the first of the annual festivals that believers in the way of Elohim are commanded 

to keep, as we read from Leviticus 23: 5, in this way:  ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth of the 

month at twilight is (YHVH)’s Passover.’  Yahshua who was fully Torah obedient kept the Passover, 

as previously quoted in this teaching in Luke 22. Yahshua spent three and a half years to teach His 

disciples how to practice righteousness, which included keeping the Feast days of Elohim, with a 

Spiritual intent. It is for this reason that He commissioned His disciples at the end of His ‘physical life’ 

on earth, as recorded in Matthew 28: 18 – 20, saying: “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 

and on earth. (19) Go therefore  and make disciples of all the nations, immersing them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Set-apart Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” The Passover is our 

yearly reminder that we have been set free from slavery of sin, through Yahshua’s sacrifice, allowing 

us access to YHVH in and through the blood of the Messiah. The reason for Yahshua’s sacrifice is 

given in Romans 3: 23 - 25, in this way: ‘for all  (human beings) have sinned and fall short of the 

glory (esteem) of Elohim, (24) being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is 

in Messiah Yahshua; (25) whom Elohim displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through 

faith.  This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of Elohim He passed 

over the sins previously committed.’ 

After the three and a half years discipleship program under Yahshua, four of His disciples recorded 

the final Passover that they observed with him for our instruction.  In a similar way Rav Shaul, after a 

three year personal training period under Yahshua (as is confirmed  in Acts 9: 3 – 23 and Galatians 1: 

17 & 18), instructed us to keep the Passover as recorded in 1 Corinthians 11: 1, 2 & 23 – 26, as 

follows: ‘Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Messiah. (2) Now I praise you because you 

remember me in everything and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered them to you. (23) 

For I received from the Master that which I also delivered to you, that the Master Yahshua in the 

night in which He was betrayed (24 hours before the Passover kept by the Jews of His day) took 

bread; (24) and when he had given thanks, He broke it, and said, “This is My body, which is for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.” (25) In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, 

‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

(26) For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Master’s death until He 

comes.’  The Passover is a once a year memorial in remembrance of His death, for the sins of the 

world, including ours; a memorial is an annual occasion during which we recall an event that 

occurred on that very date in history.  

If Yahshua paid the penalty for our sin, what must we do to be saved from the second death? Rav 

Kepha gave the answer to this question in Acts 2; 38, saying: “Repent (ask for forgiveness for 

disobeying Torah; discontinue your wrong action and return to Torah obedience), and let each of 

you be immersed in the name of Yahshua Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Set-apart Spirit.” Even though Yahshua died for us while we were still sinners, 

His sacrifice does not redeem us until we have repented of contravening Elohim’s Torah, turned 

from sin and accepted Yahshua our Messiah as our personal Passover. It is for this reason that we 

read from Romans 6: 3 – 8, ‘Or do you not know that all of us who have been immersed into 
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Messiah Yahshua have been immersed into His death? (4) Therefore we have been buried with Him 

through immersion into death, in order that as Messiah was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (5) For if we have become united with 

Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, (6) 

knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away 

with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; (7) for he who has died is freed from sin. (8) Now if 

we have died with Messiah, we believe that we shall also live with Him.’  

We know from Scriptures that the slaying of the Passover Lamb pictures the sacrifice of Yahshua the 

Messiah.  All of us who believe in Yahshua our Messiah, should follow in His footsteps as He is 

(YHVH)’s perfect example of how to walk in the way of Elohim. It is for this reason that we should 

also observe the annual Passover in remembrance of Messiah’s death, as we read from 1 Corinthians 

5: 7 & 8, in this way: ‘Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact 

unleavened. For Messiah our Passover also has been sacrificed. (8) Let us therefore celebrate the 

feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth.’  Yahshua's death atoned for our sin. Whoever accepts that Yahshua 

died for their sins can be redeemed. This pictures that we are justified freely by the redemption that 

is in Messiah Yahshua. Yahshua was put to death on the very day of the Passover. By humbly 

partaking of the Passover, we show that we accept the shed blood of our Savior for our sins. We use 

the symbols instituted by Yahshua: eating unleavened bread representing His broken body and 

drinking the fruit of the vine, as the symbol of His shed blood. We act out our love for Yahshua in 

humility among our brethren, by a foot washing ceremony as instructed by our Redeemer and 

Savior. By His shed blood Yahshua reconciled us to the Father, making it possible for us to have 

direct access to the very throne of YHVH. We believe that repentance and immersion in the Name of 

Yahshua and accepting the sacrifice of YHVH as Yahshua the Messiah, constitutes a covenant with 

YHVH. The terms of this covenant is sealed with the shed blood of Yahshua the Messiah (Hebrews 9: 

11 - 12 & 15). The covenant is renewed every year when we partake of the Passover. In John 6: 48 – 

51 Yahshua said: "I am the bread of life. (49) Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and 

they died. (50) This is the bread, which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and 

not die. (51) I am the living bread, that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he 

shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh." By 

partaking of the Passover annually we are reminded of this covenant and rededicate our lives to 

Yahshua the Messiah and His Father.   

But we are to examine ourselves before partaking of the Passover, as Rav Shaul wrote in 2 

Corinthians 13: 5, saying: ‘Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do 

you not recognize this about yourselves, that Yahshua Messiah is in you—unless indeed you fail 

the test?’ We need to remember that each and every one of us, even though called, repented and 

justified through the blood of Messiah will again fall down and sin. But, provided we are genuinely 

repentant, and striving to overcome those sins which so befall us, we have an Advocate with the 

Father, namely Yahshua our Messiah, and as written in 1 John 2: 2, ‘and He Himself is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.’ We also read 

from 1 John 1: 9, ‘If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’  Even though no one of us is truly worthy of Messiah’s 

sacrifice, by not partaking of the annual Passover, we make a conscience choice to disregard 

Messiah’s example and instructions. But it is also important to remember that when we partake of 
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the Passover, we should not do so flippantly; and that is what Rav Shaul is warning us about in 1 

Corinthians 11: 29 (quoted previously).  Partaking of the Passover reverently respecting the sacrifice 

that YHVH made for us, will not condemn us, but will put us on the road of salvation. HalleluYah! 
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Chapter 9: Why do we count the Omer? 

As most of you are aware, there are some Nazarene Israelites and like-minded believers who count 

the Omer from the day after the Sabbath (Sunday), falling between the First and the Last Days of 

Unleavened Bread. Having discussed the reason why we follow the Rabbinical Jews in counting the 

Omer from the day after the First Day of Unleavened Bread, being the first Annual Sabbath on the 

Hebrew Calendar in a paper entitled ‘First-born’, which I attach for those who have only recently 

joined us; I will at this time deal primarily with the question at hand.  

The proponents of the Sunday to Sunday Omer count posed the following question to me more than 

once: “Why do we need to count the Omer, if we know that it always fall on the 6th of Sivan, the date 

on which the Rabbinical Jews keep Shavuot (or Pentecost)?”  The reason for asking the question is 

clearly because they do not regard the Hebrew calendar as being correct or authoritative in their 

lives. The obvious answer for counting the Omer is that we are commanded to do so by YHVH our 

Elohim in Leviticus 23: 15 & 16 (Jewish Bible {JPS 1917}), in this way: ‘And ye shall count unto you 

from the morrow after the day of rest, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the waving; 

seven weeks shall there be complete; (16) even unto the morrow after the seventh week shall ye 

number fifty days; and ye shall present a new meal-offering unto HaShem.’ Even so, there is also a 

deeper meaning to counting the Omer. We are instructed to count until the day after the seventh 

week - fifty days. These weeks should be complete – there can be no short weeks and no longer 

weeks; i.e. seven weeks of seven days.  

The Sabbath spoken about in Leviticus 23: 11 is the first annual Sabbath of the year namely the First 

Day of Unleavened Bread. This is a day of rest also known as an annual Sabbath; Leviticus 23: 24, 32 

& 391 in the King James Version confirms that these Set-apart days are also referred to as Sabbaths. 

As we read from verse 8 of Leviticus 23 (paraphrased), on the seventh day of Unleavened Bread we 

shall have a Set-apart convocation and not do any laborious work, as it is also a day of rest (or the 

second annual Sabbath of the year). In fact, the Sabbath that we count the Omer from, is the same 

Sabbath spoken about in John 19: 31, and which Christians misunderstand to be the weekly Sabbath, 

because they do not keep Elohim’s annual Feast Days, as follows: ‘The Jews therefore, because it 

was the day of preparation, so that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for 

that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be 

taken away.’ The odd thing about this is that the same annual Sabbath that Christians misconstrue 

has become the source of confusion to many Nazarene/Messianic Israelite and like-minded groups 

today?  

 

Yahshua our Messiah was true to the prophecy by Daniel cut-off as the grain offering (or wave-

sheaf) in the middle of the week on the 14th of Aviv (see Daniel 9: 26 & 27), to be waved on the day 

after the First Day of Unleavened Bread on the evening of the (or erev) 16th of Aviv. He was raised 

                                                           
1
 We read from verse 24 of Leviticus 23(KJV), ‘Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month 

in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy 
convocation.’; we read further from Leviticus 23: 32(KJV), ‘It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall 
afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your 
sabbath.’; and finally we read from Leviticus 23: 39(KJV), ‘Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, 
when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first 
day shall be a sabbath, and on the  eighth day shall be a sabbath.’ 
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three days and three nights after His burial at the end of the 14th of Aviv, immediately prior to sunset 

on the weekly Sabbath Day (17th Aviv).  We accordingly count the Omer from the day after the First 

Annual Sabbath, being the First Day of Unleavened Bread, counting fifty days to always arrive at the 

6th of Sivan, the day on which the Torah was given on Mount Sinai. The Israelites arrived at Mount 

Sinai on the third day of the third month (Sivan) as may be read from Exodus 19: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘In 

the third month after the sons of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day (literally 

on this day; i.e. the third day) they came into the wilderness of Sinai. (2) When they set out from 

Rephidim, they came to the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; and there Israel 

camped in front of the mountain.’ YHVH told Moses to tell the Israelites to consecrate themselves 

for two days, and wash their clothes, to be ready to receive Ten Commandments on the third day 

which would have been on the 6th of Sivan.   

The Nazarene understanding of an eight day system for the Passover and Unleavened Bread is 

confirmed by Josephus a Jewish historian (37CE – 100CE) in a statement that he made as recorded in 

Jos. Antiq. 2:15:1, “…we keep a feast for eight days which is called unleavened bread.” Further 

details are given in a statement by Him in Jos. Antiq.3:10:5, “In the month of Xanthicus, which is by 

us called Nisan (also known as Aviv), and is the beginning of our year. On the fourteenth day of the 

lunar month, when the sun is in Aries, (for in this month it was that we were delivered from bondage 

under the Egyptians) the law ordained that we should every year slay that sacrifice which I before 

told you we slew when we came out of Egypt, and which was called the Passover, and so we do 

celebrate this Passover in companies, leaving nothing of what we sacrifice till the day following. The 

feast of unleavened bread succeeds that of the Passover, and falls on the fifteenth day of the month, 

and continues seven days, wherein they feed on unleavened bread; on every one of which days two 

bulls are killed, and one ram, and seven lambs.  Now these lambs are entirely burnt, besides the kid 

of the goats which is added to all the rest, for sins; for it is intended as a feast for the priest on every 

one of those days.  But on the second day of unleavened bread, which is the sixteenth day of the 

month, they first partake of the fruits of the earth, for before that day they do not touch them.” This 

also confirms our counting of the Omer from erev 16 Aviv, when the produce of the land may be 

eaten, as may be verified from Joshua 5: 10 - 12.  

 

Every day, ‘from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the waving’ to the night before Shavuot, we 

recite a blessing and state the count of the Omer in days and weeks.  In counting we remember the 

steps our ancient forefathers took when they left the oppression of the land of Egypt behind, until 

they received the Torah on Shavuot. But the counting also reminds us of each day the disciples 

waited in Jerusalem, until they received the gift of the Set-apart Spirit on the first Shavuot or 

Pentecost after Yahshua’s death, resurrection and ascension to heaven.  Each step that we take 

transforms us from called out people who at Passover become physically free, into people who at 

Pentecost are spiritually free.  Egypt in the Scriptures is likened unto sin; when YHVH called us out of 

the world of sin, each one of us like our ancient forefathers, came out of our own personal Egypt (or 

world of sin).  

Like our ancient forefathers, when we leave our personal Egypt, we reject the world’s way of life. 

However, like with the ancient Israelites, it is only after we embraced Torah that we find real 

meaning in life. It is by applying Torah in our lives that we learn to temper our animal instinct with 

Torah and are able to resist the challenges that we encounter in our daily lives. Our ancient 

forefathers could not receive Torah immediately upon exiting Egypt, but had to wait for fifty days 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 50 
 

before they were spiritually equipped to receive it.  Even Yahshua’s disciples had to wait for fifty 

days for the Set-apart Spirit to come, in order to prepare them spiritually for it. After Yahshua’s 

impalement the disciples were all scared and went into hiding. We see that Kepha even denied 

Yahshua three times, because of fear of persecution, exactly as Yahshua told him before His death. 

But as witnessed in Acts 2: 1 (KJV),  on the first Pentecost after Yahshua’s death  the disciples were 

all in one accord (or agreement about the date of Pentecost as well as their faith in Yahshua), as 

follows:  ‘And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 

place.’ Their presence in Jerusalem on Pentecost was in obedience to Torah, as commanded in 

Deuteronomy 16: 16, in this way: “Three times in a year all your males shall appear before YHVH 

your Elohim in the place which He chooses, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread and at the Feast of 

Weeks (also known as Pentecost) and at the Feast of Booths (also known as Tabernacles), and they 

shall not appear empty-handed.” They also remembered Yahshua telling them that the Set-apart 

Spirit will only come after His death in John 16: 7 & 132, and was eager to receive it. 

Yahshua’s disciples took 49 steps to become spiritually awake and to be empowered by the Set-

apart Spirit as promised by Yahshua. From the time we are immersed, it takes a lifetime to become 

conformed to the image of Elohim. We were originally made in the image of Elohim (Genesis 1: 26 & 

27) and looked like Yahshua (Colossians 1: 15) covered in light (Psalm 104: 2).  However, after the fall 

of man in the Garden of Eden, YHVH took away the light (אור) with which Adam and Eve was clothed, 

and covered them in skin (עור), which also means blindness. We have lost the glory or Shekinah that 

we had before due to the disobedience to YHVH.  As a result the image of Elohim in which we were 

made was marred leaving us ashamed or uncovered.  We therefore need the helmet of salvation to 

cover our sins, as we read from Isaiah 59: 17, as follows: “And He put on righteousness like a 

breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; And He put on garments of vengeance for 

clothing, and wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle.”  Yahshua essentially represents our helmet 

of salvation as He covered our sins by His shed blood. 

When YHVH calls us out of the world, we are some of the poorer examples of mankind, as is 

confirmed in 1 Corinthians 1: 26 – 29, in this way: ‘For consider your calling, brethren, that there 

were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; (27) but Elohim has 

chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and Elohim has chosen the weak things 

of the world to shame the things which are strong, (28) and the base things of the world and the 

despised, Elohim has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, (29) 

that no man should boast before Elohim.’ However, from that time on, until our dying day, we are 

to grow in grace and knowledge as Rav Kepha warned in 2 Peter 3: 17 & 18, as follows: ‘You 

therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on guard lest, being carried away by error of 

unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, (18) but grow in grace and knowledge of 

our Master and Savior Yahshua Messiah. To him be the glory (or esteem), both now and to the day 

of eternity. Amein. We need to clean up our lives by holding the Torah up as a mirror to see where 

we are still missing the mark, and clean up our lives accordingly. 

                                                           
2
 John 16: 7 & 13, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 

Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will 
speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.” 
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Those of us called by Elohim at this time are according to Ephesians 1: 4 & 5 very special to Him, in 

this way: ‘Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be set-

apart and blameless before Him in love. (5) He predestined us to adoption as sons through 

Yahshua Messiah to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.’  We also read from 

Romans 8: 28 & 29, ‘And we know that Elohim causes all things to work together for good to those 

who love Elohim, to those who are called according to His purpose. (29) For whom He foreknew, 

He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born 

among many brethren.’ But, what does the image of Elohim look like? We turn to the Scriptures for 

the answer. Starting in Deuteronomy 6: 4, we read: "Hear, O Israel! YHVH is our Elohim – YHVH is 

one!"  How does YHVH who is the Almighty, define the word one. In Deuteronomy 32: 39, YHVH 

gives us the answer, saying: "See now that I, I am He, and there is no god besides Me". However, 

we see according to Genesis 1: 5 that ‘one’ may be composed of more than a single part, i.e. “And 

Elohim called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there 

was morning, one (echad) day.” 

According to Deuteronomy 4: 12, YHVH has no form, “Then YHVH spoke to you from the midst of 

the fire; you heard the sound of words, but you saw no form – only a voice.”  This is in total 

agreement with 1Timothy 1: 17, as follows: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 

Elohim, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amein.”  A third witness to this is found in 1Timothy 6: 

16, in this way: “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no 

man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amein.”  We read further from 1 

Kings 8: 27, that Elohim is infinite, as follows:  “But will Elohim dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven 

and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how much less this house which I have built!”  The 

Torah confirms this in Deuteronomy 33: 27, where we read: “The eternal Elohim is a dwelling place, 

and underneath are the everlasting arms (the right hand and set-apart arm being Yahshua as per 

Isaiah 52: 103 and confirmed in John 12: 37 – 404, talking specifically about the Jews and others 

blinded to Yahshua the salvation of YHVH and the true Messiah); and He drove out the enemy from 

before you, and said, ‘Destroy!’’ Judaism use the term ‘Eyn Sof’ to describe Elohim as being eternal, 

infinite and boundless. Eyn Sof is the very essence of Elohim, and in Hebrew Eyn means 'there is 

nothing' and Sof means 'end', 'termination', 'border' or 'definition'. Together, Eyn Sof implies 

without definition or borders.  

All physical things are substance which cannot be defined unless they are bordered. They are 

molecules which cannot be seen or defined, unless they are bound together. An example being 

when a believer dies; at which time his/her life or soul comes to an end, his/her body is buried and 

returns to the dust from which it was made. But, the believer’s spirit imbued with Elohim’s Set-apart 

Spirit, which cannot be seen returns to the Father who gave it to the believer at immersion. Even 

though the believer’s borders have been removed, yet he/she exists, be it in another dimension.  In 

support of this, Yahshua said to Martha in John 11: 25 & 26, “I am the resurrection and the life; he 

                                                           
3
 Isaiah 52: 10, ‘YHVH has bared His set-apart arm in the sight of all the nations, that all the ends of the earth 

may see the salvation of our Elohim.’  
4
 John 12: 37 – 40, ‘But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in 

Him; that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, “YHVH, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR 
REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF YHVH BEEN REVEALED?” For this cause they could not believe, 
for Isaiah said again, “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HARDENED THEIR HEART; LEST THEY SEE WITH 
THEIR EYES, AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED, AND I HEAL THEM.” 
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who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, (26) and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall 

never die. Do you believe this”? This is talking about the spirits of true believers, that go back to 

YHVH when we die, and are perfected in heaven according to Hebrews 12: 23, as follows: ‘to the 

general assembly and ecclesia of the first-born  who are enrolled in heaven, and to Elohim, the 

Judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men made perfect.’ When Yahshua returns one day He 

will bring back the perfected spirits and resurrect the believer’s body to life again. The believer will 

at that time be a spiritual being, composed of body, soul (life) and spirit, as confirmed in 1 

Thessalonians 5: 23, in this way: ‘Now may the Elohim of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and 

may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our 

Master Yahshua Messiah.’ 

Anything visible and anything that can be grasped is finite or corporeal. Conversely, the boundless 

being Eyn Sof is infinite or incorporeal. There is no way to define Eyn Sof, therefore Elohim cannot be 

understood by mankind, because we cannot see or define Him.  Yet, the Scriptures do assign 

attributes to Elohim. In Judaism these divine attributes are seen as being part of Elohim in the form 

of emanations known as sefirot.  These attributes can clearly be seen in the following passages:  

 

Isaiah 11: 2, “And the Spirit of YHVH (Keter) will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom (Chochmah) and 

understanding (Binah), the spirit of counsel (Atzah) and strength (Gevurah), the spirit of knowledge 

(Da'at) and of the fear (yirah) of YHVH.”; First Chronicles 29:11, “Thine, O YHVH, is the greatness 

(Chesed) and the power (Gevurah) and the glory (Tiferet), and the victory (Netzach) and the 

majesty (Hod), indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Thine is the dominion 

(Malkut), O YHVH, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over all.”; Isaiah 28: 16, ‘Therefore thus says 

YHVH Elohim, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly cornerstone for the 

foundation (Yesod), firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.”’; Second Chronicles 

20: 21, “Give thanks to YHVH, for His Loving-kindness (mercy - Chesed) is everlasting.”  

 

These attributes are listed in this way: 

1. The Spirit of YHVH (called Crown [Keter]). 

2. Wisdom (Chockmah).  

3. Understanding (Binah). 

4. Loving-kindness or Mercy (Chesed) (also Gedulah and Atzah).  

5. Severity, discipline or strength (Gevurah).  

6. Harmony, unity, peace or Beauty (Tiferet).  

7. Victory or endurance (Netzach).  

8. Splendor or humility (Hod).  

9. Foundation or bonding (Yesod).  

10. Kingdom/Kingship or nobility (Malchut). 

The counting of seven complete weeks is from the evening (erev) of the Second Day of Unleavened 

Bread until Pentecost (Shavuot). Whereas Passover represents the love affair between the united 

nation of Israel (both houses), Shavuot represents the marriage covenant between Israel and YHVH. 

Mount Sinai being the chupa and the Ten Commandments being the Katubah or marriage contract.  

The count takes place after nightfall of the following day; is preceded by the blessing only if done in 

the evening and no days have been missed in the count. When we count the Omer, our purpose is to 
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work on developing the seven lower attributes of Elohim, focusing on one of these divine attributes 

each week of the Omer count. Each of these attributes contains all the other attributes within it; 

consequently we also work on each of the seven aspects of each of the seven lower attributes of 

Elohim day by day. Throughout the period of 49 days we work on each of the seven lower attributes 

of Elohim, until we get to Pentecost. This period symbolize the time during which we are required to 

overcome our sins and develop Elohim’s righteous set-apart character; allowing Messiah to be 

formed in us (as per Galatians 4: 19), being transformed in mind (as per Romans 12: 2), putting on 

Messiah Yahshua and making no provision for the lust of the flesh (as per Romans 13: 14).   

During the first day of week one of counting, we would develop the 1st Attribute, namely: Loving-

kindness, as well as Loving-kindness or mercy, i.e. Loving-kindness squared.   Love is an essential 

attribute of being merciful. We read fittingly from 1 John 4: 8 & 16, ‘The one who does not love does 

not know Elohim, for Elohim is love. (16) And we have come to know and have believed the love 

which Elohim has for us. Elohim is love, and the one who abides in love abides in Elohim, and 

Elohim abides in him.’   

On the second day of week one of counting, we would develop the second aspect of Loving-

kindness, namely Severity or discipline. Healthy love always includes an element of discipline - if a 

parent of a young child truly loves the child, he/she will discipline the child when necessary, but will 

not do so without first teaching the child what behavior is permissible and what behavior is not 

permissible. Loving-kindness without such discipline will lead to a spoiled child, who is suffocated 

with love.  

On the third day of week one of counting, we would develop Harmony  or unity of Loving-kindness. 

Harmonized love includes both empathy and compassion. Love is often given with the expectation of 

receiving love in return. Compassionate love is given freely, expecting nothing in return. 

On the fourth day of week one, we would develop Netzach or endurance of Loving-kindness. How 

enduring is our love; does it withstand setbacks. We should be willing to work on our relationships 

with our neighbor. Ask yourself: Do you put excitement into your giving, or do you give half-

heartedly? 

On the fifth day of week one, we would develop Humility in Loving-kindness. At times we feel that 

we are unable to forgive someone, as it appears to compromise our position. Even so, we need to 

remember that arrogant affection is not love.  We should love in the way the recipient wants it, and 

not in the way we want to give it.  

On the sixth day of week one, we would develop Bonding in Loving-kindness. Ask yourself: Does your 

love bind you to the one you intend to benefit, or distance you? Bonding builds connections 

between the one who gives and the one who receives and benefits both.  

On the seventh day of week one, we would develop Nobility in Loving-kindness.  Mature love brings 

personal dignity.  Do we victimize one another or do we give one another personal dignity and self-

esteem. Parents should specifically be mindful of this and allow their children to experience true 

self-esteem. Self-esteem is rooted in nobility of the spirit and in gratitude to the giver. 
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The second week would focus on Severity, where we would develop the Loving-kindness aspect of 

Severity during the first day of the week, and so on, until we have developed all seven aspects of the 

seven lower attributes of Elohim.   

The reason why Elohim uses the word ‘Shabbat’ in relation to the counting of the Omer in Leviticus 

23: 15, (in most English translations), whereas he uses the word ‘Shavuot’ or weeks in Deuteronomy 

16: 9 is now clear. He is simply informing us that during the period of seven weeks of seven days, we 

are required to perfect ourselves. As Yahshua said in Matthew 5: 48, in this way: “Therefore you are 

to become perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Amein! 
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Chapter 10: Elohim will provide. 

After having studied Elohim’s word for more than two decades and proven the validity of following 

a Torah way of life, the leader of our previous affiliation, who was appointed by the man who 

started publishing the ‘Plain Truth’ during the early 1930, died and appointed his son as the new 

leader. The son, under influence of a Christian group, immediately started changing most of the 

major doctrines of the group; such as Sabbath to Sunday, doing away with the necessity of keeping 

Elohim’s Feast Days, Kosher laws and most of what we came to believe.  

However, because we have proven our beliefs from the very Word of Elohim, my wife and I, 

together with many other former believers left the group, with a decision to continue in the faith in 

which we were called to more than two decades before. But, we felt very despondent at the time; 

almost like Elijah must have felt before YHVH showed him that there were at that time, seven 

thousand believers like him in Israel, who have not bowed the knee to Baal as may be read from 1 

Kings 19: 18. Even though we thought that we were alone, we soon discovered that there were 

others throughout the world, who also believed in the way of Elohim.  Looking back at the sixteen 

years that followed, I came to realize that it was only because we have taken the time to study 

Elohim’s word for ourselves that we developed the necessary faithfulness to continue as an ecclesia 

of called out believers. This was essentially the same ecclesia which Moses started in the wilderness 

after leading Israel out of Egypt, as witnessed in Acts 7: 35 – 38, in this way: “This Moses whom 

they disowned, saying, ‘WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND A JUDGE?’ is the one whom Elohim sent 

to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who appeared to him in the thorn 

bush. (36) This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the 

Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. (37) This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, 

‘ELOHIM SHALL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN.’ (38)This is the 

one who was in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to 

him on Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to pass on to 

you.” In fact our Master (Rabbi) and Savior continued with the exact same teacher/discipleship 

program after He was immersed. 

During the next few years until our Messiah returns to start ruling His people and the world from 

Jerusalem, there will be many similar attacks on our faith. Satan and his many agents are 

continually looking for new ways in which to get Elohim’s people to follow another counterfeit of 

the faith once delivered to the saints. It is going to take a lot of faith for the ecclesia of Elohim to 

remain faithful to Him to the end. It is time to get our noses into the Scriptures and like the 

believers in Berea mentioned in Acts 17: 10 & 11, examine the Scriptures daily, to confirm what we 

are taught and read, as follows: ‘And the brethren immediately sent Shaul and Silas away by night 

to Berea; and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. (11) Now these (Jews) 

were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great 

eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so.’  It is only once we 

have proven our faith from the Scriptures, that it becomes difficult for others to deceive us. But, 

because of the continual attacks on our faith, it is an ongoing exercise. We need to get into the 

habit of making time to study Elohim’s word and what better way is there to study the annual 

Torah portions year after year. In the beginning it is best to follow the guidance of a teacher who 

had been trained, in the discipleship program started by Moses, when he trained Joshua to take 

over from him when he died.  Once we become more familiar with Torah, or Elohim’s truth, we will 
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be able to find examples, where the Prophets and writings in the Tanach as well as the Renewed 

Covenant, supports the lessons recorded for us in Torah, thereby growing in our knowledge of the 

Scriptures.  

Nonetheless, there are some with very little training today, who want to take over during worship 

services run by teachers who have been trained in the way of Elohim for many years, forgetting the 

qualifications that a teacher should have, mentioned in 1 Timothy 3: 1 – 7, in this way: ‘It is a 

trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer (teacher), it is a fine work he 

desires to do. (2) An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 

prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach , (3) not addicted to wine or pugnacious 

(argumentative), but gentle, uncontentious (easygoing), free from the love of money. (4) He must 

be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 

(5) (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the 

ecclesia of Elohim?) (6) and not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the 

condemnation incurred by the devil. (7) And he must have a good reputation with those outside 

the ecclesia, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.’ In fact deacons are 

required to also be of sober habits, not double-tongued, or fond of sordid gain. In addition they 

should believe the mystery of our faith, without any doubt as confirmed in verses 8 & 9 of First 

Timothy 3, ‘Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much 

wine or fond of sordid gain, (9) but holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.’ 

Rav Shaul informs us what the mystery of our faith is in verse 16, and warned about those who 

teach differently in verse I of First Timothy 4 (KJV), as follows: ‘And without controversy great is 

the mystery of godliness (faith): Elohim was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 

angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (1) Now the 

Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to 

seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.’  Yes, those who deny that Yahshua is YHVH in the flesh 

should not teach at all. Rav Shaul warned that deceitful spirits will attack our belief in the 

manifestation of YHVH in the flesh. Why will they attack this belief? The main reason being, that it 

strikes directly at the foundation of our redemption.  

Teachers need a period of time to get to know the material that they will eventually be required to 

teach, as Yahshua explained in Luke 6: 39 & 40 in this way: ‘And He also spoke a parable to them: 

“A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit? (40) A pupil is 

not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.”’ 

After we have been trained for a period of time, we do not need a special ordination by men to 

start teaching new believers, as Yahshua commissioned all who are able to teach in Matthew 28: 18 

– 20, saying: “All authority (the KJV reads: ‘power’) has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

(19) Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, immersing them in the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Set-apart Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

The purpose of a teacher is given in Ephesians 4: 11 – 15, in this way: ‘And He gave some as 

apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, (12) 

for the equipping of the saints (believers) for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 

Messiah (meaning the ecclesia of called out ones.); (13) until we all attain to the unity of the faith, 

and of the knowledge of the Son of Elohim, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which 
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belongs to the fullness of Messiah. (14) As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here 

and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by 

craftiness in deceitful scheming; (15) but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all 

aspects into Him, who is the head even Messiah.’  Disciples, who will eventually become teachers, 

need to get to know what we as Nazarene Jews/Israelites believe, with the necessary Scriptural 

witnesses in support of the same.  After all, Sabbath services should be conducted decently and in 

order, as Messiah is not the author of confusion, as we read from 1 Corinthians 14: 33, as follows: 

‘For Elohim is not an Elohim of confusion but of peace, as in all the ecclesia (or congregations) of 

the saints.’ Whereas teaching brings unity of the faith, discussions where many different opinions 

are expressed, only lead to confusion. The difference between those of us coming from Christianity 

and other religions, and the Jews attending Yeshiva, where men discuss the Torah, is that those 

who attend Yeshiva are men who have been studying Torah from childhood.  Most congregants 

attending worship services are new to the faith and should be allowed to ask questions and give 

witnesses and input in support of the message, but the service should remain controlled and not 

deteriorate into a shouting match. 

Even so, to prepare us for the task at hand helping us to remain faithful to the end, we need to 

develop the tenacity and faith of our fathers in the faith. It is perhaps for this reason that Yahshua 

said in Luke 18: 7 & 8, ‘now shall not Elohim bring about justice for His elect, who cry to Him day 

and night, and will He delay long over them? (8) I tell you that He will bring about justice for them 

speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?’  YHVH through 

Jeremiah promised that He will always provide us with suitable teachers, in Jeremiah 33: 19 – 22, as 

follows: “Thus says YHVH, ‘If you can break My covenant for the day, and My covenant for the 

night, so that day and night will not be at the appointed time, (21) then My covenant may also be 

broken with David My servant that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the 

Levitical priests, My ministers. (22) As the host of heaven cannot be counted, and the sand of the 

sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the descendants of David My servant and the Levites 

who minister to Me.’” Each one of us needs to answer this question for ourselves.   Do we believe 

that Elohim will provide? Considering our father in the faith, Abraham, we see that he definitely 

believed that Elohim will provide. We pick up the account of Abraham, after YHVH told him to take 

his only son Isaac and go and offer him as a sacrifice to Him. Even though Abraham believed that 

Isaac would be the sacrifice, Isaac assumed that they would find a lamb to sacrifice. So Isaac walked 

hand in hand with his father Abraham up the mountain, to go and offer a lamb as sacrifice to their 

Elohim.  Imagine how sad Abraham must have felt slowly climbing to the top of the mountain with 

his only son whom YHVH gave him and Sarah in their old age, to now have to sacrifice him to YHVH 

his Elohim.  It took three days for Abraham’s party to arrive at the top of the mountain.  We read 

the account from Genesis 22: 5 – 8, in this way: ‘And Abraham said to his young men (the servants 

who came with them), “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will 

worship and return to you.” (6) And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 

Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked together. 

(7) And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my 

son.” And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 

(8) And Abraham said, “Elohim will provide for Himself the Lamb for a burnt offering, my son. 

(The Revised Standard Version more correctly reads: “Elohim will provide himself the lamb for a 

burnt offering, my son.”) So the two of them walked on together.’  This is the first clue of how the 
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rest of the account will play out, but it also tells us about the great faith that father Abraham had in 

Elohim. Abraham absolutely believed; that whatever happens, Elohim will provide.  

Upon reaching the required location, Abraham laid down his gear and started building the altar for 

the sacrifice. Next he laid out wood and then took hold of Isaac and began binding him on the altar. 

After binding his son, Abraham in obedience to YHVH raised the knife to kill his only son Isaac. 

However, as he was about to slay his son an angel of YHVH called to him from heaven, as we read 

from Genesis 22: 11 & 12, saying: “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” (12) And he 

said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that 

you fear Elohim, since you have not withheld your son, your only son from Me.” At that point 

Abraham passed his greatest test of faith in YHVH, as Rav Shaul aptly explains in Romans 4: 16 & 17, 

as follows: ‘For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that 

the promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law (meaning 

our Jewish Brothers), but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 

all, (17) (as it is written, “A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU’) in the sight of Him 

whom he believed, even Elohim, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does 

not exist.’ It is faith of this magnitude that inspired Rav Shaul to write that Abraham is the father of 

the faithful, as witnessed in verses 12 and 16 (already quoted).  

Abraham’s bond with YHVH our Elohim was so close that YHVH referred to him as His friend, as 

witnessed in Isaiah 41: 8, in this way: “But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, 

descendant of Abraham My friend.” The reason why YHVH called Abraham His friend is because of 

the personal relationship which Abraham had with Him; the fact that Abraham never argued, but 

immediately did as he was told by YHVH. Yahshua similarly view those of us who obey His 

commands, as His friends, as He said in John 15: 14 &15, as follows: “You are My friends, if you do 

what I command you. (15) No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I 

have made known to you.”  Faith is a prerequisite to pleasing Elohim as witnessed in Hebrews 11: 

6, in this way: ‘And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to Elohim must 

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.’ We read further from 

Hebrews 11:  8 – 10 and 17 – 19, ‘By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a 

place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 

going. (9) By faith he lived as an alien in  the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in 

tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; (10) for he was looking for the city 

which has foundations, whose architect and builder is Elohim. (17) By Faith Abraham, when he 

was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only 

begotten son; (18) it was he to whom it was said, “IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE 

CALLED.” (19) He considered that Elohim is able to raise men even from the dead; from which he 

also received him back as a type (of Yahshua).’   

Let’s therefore continue by considering Abraham’s faith from these three perspectives: 

 Abraham’s calling: In Genesis 12: 1 – 4, we read: ‘Now YHVH said to Abram, “Go forth from 

your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will 

show you; (2) And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 

great; and so you shall be a blessing; (3) And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
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curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (4) So Abram 

went forth as YHVH had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five 

years old when he departed from Haran.’ Abram did not argue with YHVH or try to find an 

excuse to stay with his family, but obeyed YHVH and left immediately. Abram’s faith is to be 

understood in relation to his obedience. His immediate obedience proved his faith and as a 

result it justified him, as Rav Yaa’cov (James) wrote in James 2: 22 – 23, in this way: ‘You see 

that faith was working with his (Abram before his name was changed to Abraham) works , and 

as a result of the works, faith was perfected; (23) and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 

“AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED ELOHIM, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” 

and he was called the friend of Elohim.’  Hebrews 11: 8 informs us that Abraham went out to 

obey Elohim, without knowing where he was going. It is important for us whom YHVH has 

called at this time, to be first fruits among His creatures as witnessed in James 1: 185, to 

understand that if Abraham lived by sight and not by faith, he would never have obeyed 

Elohim’s call to go into a foreign land. Similarly after our calling we have to rely totally on YHVH 

and His word, since at that time we are also not 100% sure of our destination.  

 Another component of Abraham’s obedience is obvious in his sojourning; he sojourned in the 

land of promise as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob (Hebrews 11: 9). 

Most of us prefer to have a permanent stable home to live in, but like Abraham we should be 

aware that our citizenship is reserved in a city not build by human hands and that this life is 

only temporary.  

 Finally Elohim tested Abraham’s unconditional faith by requiring him to offer up his only son as 

a sacrifice. Abraham obeyed YHVH without any reservation, and as a result Elohim blessed his 

descendants both spiritually and physically, as we read from Genesis 22: 15 - 18 , as follows: 

‘Then the angel of YHVH called to Abraham a second time from heaven, (16) and said, “By 

Myself I have sworn, declares YHVH, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, (17) indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your 

seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed 

shall possess the gate of their enemies. (18) And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall 

be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” It is important for us to realize that Abraham 

and Sarah had Isaac at a very old age and it was a tremendous blessing for them to have a child 

beyond childbearing age.  When YHVH commanded Abraham to offer up Isaac he must have 

realized that this could be his last opportunity to ever have children. However, he remembered 

that YHVH promised him that he would multiply him exceedingly, so Abraham believed that 

Elohim is able to raise Isaac up again, even if he should kill him. We see that Abraham called the 

name of that place, YHVH WILL PROVIDE (YHVH Yirah). 

YHVH requires those whom He calls during this lifetime, to like Abraham believe in both the 

resurrection of the dead and the coming Kingdom of Elohim. We need to recall Rav Yaa’cov’s 

teaching in James 2: 17, in this way: ‘Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.’  

Works that result from obedience, prove our faith.  If we like Abraham believe that Elohim exists 

and that He rewards those who seek Him, we will be rewarded for translating our faith into works 

of righteousness; i.e. doing Torah.  Do we like Abraham believe that YHVH will provide?  Soon our 

Master and Savior will return to establish the kingdom of Elohim in Jerusalem. If we remain faithful 

                                                           
5
 James 1: 18, ‘In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it 

were, the first fruits among His creatures.’ 
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He will reward us, as He promised in Matthew 24: 44 - 47, as follows: ‘For this reason you be ready 

too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. (45) Who then is the 

faithful sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at 

the proper time? (46) Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. (47) 

Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.’  Amein! 
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Chapter 11: Does the Renewed Covenant abolish the food laws given in Torah? 

 

Those of us, who have been following the way of Elohim for many years, do not question the Kosher 

Laws in the Scriptures any longer, but those who are new to our faith need to have answers when 

questioned by families, friends and colleagues regarding clean and unclean foods. The laws 

pertaining to clean and unclean foods are given mainly in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14. 

Obedience to these Scriptural ‘kosher’ laws is considered as an unusual practice by Christians and 

those outside the Jewish and Nazarene Israelite faiths. Christians usually quote a passage or two 

from the Renewed Covenant in an effort to state that true believers are no longer obliged to keep 

these “Old Testament” laws. But, how important are the clean food laws given in the Torah, to true 

worship? Do you realize that it was the breaking of a ‘kosher’ law that caused Adam and Eve to 

commit the original sin? It is important for us who want to follow the way of Elohim to be aware of 

the fact that YHVH endorses certain foods as acceptable for human consumption and other foods as 

unacceptable.  

 

This was so at the creation of mankind and remains so even today. As with the Ten Commandments, 

these ‘kosher’ laws were in operation long before they were repeated to Moses for use by the 

nation of Israel.  The very first example mentioned in Genesis, are edible plants specified in Genesis 

1:29, in this way: ‘Then Elohim said, “Behold I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on 

the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you.”’ 

Elohim limited edible plants to those that are green and are propagated by seeds. Mushrooms as we 

know are fungi; definitely not green yielding seed, may be full of parasites and therefore 

questionable for human consumption. All plants lacking either chlorophyll or seeds are called into 

question.  

 

We see a second example where ‘the kosher’ food laws were in operation long before Mount Sinai 

where Elohim instructs Noah in Genesis 7: 2, saying that clean animals were to go into the ark by 

seven pairs, but that the unclean animals were limited to only one pair. Undoubtedly Noah knew the 

difference between clean and unclean animals by then. Prior to the flood, mankind only ate plants, 

but in Genesis 9: 3 YHVH said to Noah: “Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you (Noah 

obviously knew that this only applied to the clean animals already identified to him by YHVH); I give 

all to you, as I gave the green plant” The laws of clean and unclean food are like the law of gravity 

and the moral laws — they were in effect since the very creation of man. Elohim’s dietary laws 

remain for the benefit of His called-out ones and modern science substantiates these Scriptural 

health laws, as it comes to understand more about food and how it affects our health; it therefore 

becomes clear why YHVH prohibited specific so-called foods as unfit for human consumption. 

Besides the health benefits to be had by not eating unclean foods, we also need to bear in mind 

Elohim’s requirements for those who follow Him in Deuteronomy 23: 14, as follows: “Since YHVH 

your Elohim walks in the midst of your camp to deliver you and to defeat your enemies before you, 

therefore your camp must be holy (set-apart); and He must not see anything indecent among you 

lest He turn away from you.” If we do not clean up our lives we cannot expect YHVH to be amongst 

us and protect us. Like with the Sabbath and the Set-apart Days of YHVH we should not compromise 

– as He does not! 
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Since we have now determined the importance of the food laws given in Torah, let’s discuss the 

Renewed Covenant Scriptures often quoted in an attempt to challenge the clean food laws discussed 

in the Torah teachings of Elohim, as well as suitable answers to these erroneous beliefs, in turn here 

below: 

 

1. The first Scripture usually mentioned by Christians to refute the kosher food laws comes 

from Acts 10: 15, in this way: ‘And again a voice came to him a second time, “What Elohim 

has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”’ This verse is erroneously interpreted as if YHVH 

has cleansed all meats in the Renewed Covenant Era.  To understand this verse and Rav 

Kepha’s vision surrounding it is to understand the context of the entire chapter. At the 

beginning of this passage we read about a Gentile named Cornelius. He is an army captain 

who is righteous and well respected by all those around him, including the Jews. YHVH sends 

an angel to deliver a message to Cornelius, saying in verse 5 of Acts 10: “And now dispatch 

some men to Joppa, and send for a man named Simon, who is called Peter (Kepha).” 

Cornelius a man, who fears Elohim, did as instructed by the angel.  Before Cornelius’ men 

arrive, Kepha goes onto the housetop to pray and whilst there he becomes hungry. As he 

prays he falls into a spiritual trance through which YHVH reveals a message that will change 

true worship forever. In his vision Kepha sees a great sheet coming down from the sky and 

on the sheet he saw the four-footed animals of the earth and the wild beasts and the 

crawling creatures and the birds of the air. Next, Kepha hears a shocking statement; a voice 

saying: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”  

 

Rav Kepha could not believe what he heard. He was confused and mystified by this 

instruction. It is repeated three times by the angel before the sheet and its contents are 

taken away. Kepha argues that he has never eaten anything unclean (verse14), not even 10 

years after the death of Yahshua. Surely if the laws of clean and unclean foods had been 

done away with since the Savior’s death, Rav Kepha, one of the greatest apostles of the 

Renewed Covenant would have known about it soon after Yahshua’s death? In addition Rav 

Kepha was filled with the Set-apart Spirit, which was supposed to lead the apostles into all 

truth (John 14:26). After the vision the men sent by Cornelius find Kepha and he returns with 

them to meet Cornelius. Once there, Kepha explains the meaning of his vision of the sheet, 

in Acts 10: 28, as follows: “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew 

to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet Elohim has shown me that I should not 

call any man unholy or unclean.” Thereafter Cornelius became the first Gentile convert to 

the Nazarene Jewish faith. In Acts 10: 28 we have the simple explanation of this vision from 

the mouth of Rav Kepha himself: Gentiles, once considered unclean, may now enter the 

Covenant of promise. YHVH simply used unclean food to symbolize "unclean" Gentiles, who 

are now allowed to follow the Master Yahshua and enter the Promises. In Acts 10: 35, Kepha 

summarizes the lesson of his vision that he received in Joppa on the rooftop of the house of 

Simon the Tanner, as follows: ‘but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is 

right, is welcome to Him.’  

 

Clearly the vision seen by Kepha was to show him in a very profound way that Gentiles, who 

were once considered unclean, were now permitted into Elohim’s covenant. Nowhere in this 
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passage are Elohim’s clean food Laws discussed or repealed. Kepha himself rejects the idea 

of ever eating anything that conflicts with the clean food Laws given by YHVH in His Torah. 

 

2. A second Scripture that Christians usually site to ‘refute’ the kosher food laws, comes from 

Mark 7: 18, as follows: ‘And He (Yahshua) said to them, “Are you so lacking in 

understanding also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside 

cannot defile him?’ This verse is erroneously interpreted as if Yahshua was condemning the 

Scribes and Pharisees for their strict laws, decreeing many foods to be unfit for human 

consumption. However, we find by reading the entire passage, that this was not the issue 

under discussion.  At the beginning of the passage, we find Yahshua’s disciples eating with 

unwashed hands in plain sight of the Scribes and Pharisees. The Scribes and Pharisees had 

many rabbinical traditions that had been handed down through the ages, and one of those 

were ceremonial washing of hands before eating. We read accordingly in verses 3 & 4 of 

Mark 7, "For the Pharisees, and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their 

hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; (4) and when they come from the 

market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there are many other 

things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and 

pitchers and copper pots.” When the Scribes and Pharisees saw Yahshua’s disciples eating 

before washing their hands, they accused Yahshua and His disciples of breaking their 

traditions. Yahshua was not pleased with their condemnation, but in turn accused them of 

placing their own man-made traditions above the commandments given by Elohim (see 

Mark 7: 6 – 9).  Yahshua did not condemn them for compliance with the kosher food Laws 

found in the Scriptures, but condemns them for their doctrines of men.  

 

These doctrines were not part of the Torah teachings of YHVH, but were laws established by 

Jewish leaders through many generations. This section has nothing to do with the kosher 

food laws to be found in the Scriptures. In fact we read according to verses 18 & 19 of Mark 

7, ‘And He said to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not understand 

that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him; (19) because it does not 

go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?” (Thus He declared all foods 

clean).’ The bracketed section was added by the Authors of the NASB to show that it is their 

personal interpretation. A similar sentence is added in most Christian Bibles. We read about 

the misinterpretations and additions to the word of Elohim, in Jeremiah 8: 8 – 9, as follows: 

“How can you say, ‘We are wise, and the law of YHVH is with us?” But behold, the lying 

pen of the scribes has made it into a lie. (9) The wise men are put to shame, they are 

dismayed and caught; behold they have rejected the word of YHVH, and what kind of 

wisdom do they have?” Yahshua taught in verse 18 of Mark 7 that ingesting some dirt from 

unwashed hands will not defile them, but evil thoughts will defile because they come from 

the heart, as we read from verses 21 – 23, “For from within, out of the heart of men, 

proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, (22) deeds of coveting 

and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. (23) All 

these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” Yahshua did not even make 

mention of the kosher food laws in Mark 7; He simply taught that we are to observe 

Elohim’s physical Laws without neglecting His weightier (Spiritual) Laws. Ceremonial 

washing, as distinct from washing for cleanliness was one of the traditions of the Jews. 
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However, as believers we should always wash our hands after working outside or after going 

to the toilet, as Rav Yaa’cov wrote in James 4: 8, saying, ‘Draw near to Elohim and He will 

draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-

minded.’ Yes, Rav Yaa’cov meant that we should clean ourselves up spiritually, but because 

of the duality principle that runs throughout the Scriptures; he also implied that we should 

clean ourselves up physically. 

 

3. A third verse used to discredit the Scriptural kosher laws, is in Colossians 2: 16, as follows: 

“Therefore let no one act as your judge in regards to food or drink or in respect to a festival 

or a new moon or s Sabbath day.” This is erroneously interpreted to say that we should not 

judge people in regard to the freedom that we now have in Messiah. However, Rav Shaul is 

speaking to the ecclesia (or Body of Messiah) and not to the world in general.  If he was 

speaking to a pagan world that has neglected Elohim’s Word, then it would only make sense 

to conclude that Rav Shaul is saying that we are no longer under ‘Old Testament’ regulations 

and must not be judged by such matters. However, Rav Shaul is speaking to an obedient 

ecclesia of called out believers. Verse (17) is the key to understanding this, stating: “things 

which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Messiah.’ This 

is essentially saying that those of us following Messiah should be judged by Him, or by His 

ecclesia and not by outsiders. It has nothing to do with the kosher food laws found in the 

Scriptures. However to understand this misconception better, we need to be familiar with 

the following two scriptural concepts, namely (a) a shadow and (b) a type: 

 

(a) A shadow: A shadow points to the reality, but does not do away with it. Elohim’s 

Feast Days are shadows of things to come according to Colossians 2: 17. These Feasts Days 

were introduced by YHVH in Leviticus 23 and relates His plan of salvation for all humankind, 

to us. We keep these Feast Days yearly to rehearse Elohim’s plan of Salvation, so that we as 

first fruits will be able to teach the same as well as the rest of Torah to our siblings during 

Yahshua’s millennium rule. Even though Passover, including the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

and Pentecost has already been fulfilled, the last four Feast Days namely Trumpets, 

Atonement, Tabernacles and the Last Great Day will only be fulfilled at, and after Yahshua’s 

return one day. 

 

(b) A type: The sacrificial laws were types and after Yahshua became the sacrifice for 

our sins, He introduced the new Priesthood, effectively doing away with the sacrificial 

requirements of the Law in respect of sin. Since Yahshua fulfilled the Sacrificial Law, by 

becoming the sacrifice, there is no longer a need to sacrifice animals, each time we sin 

(transgress the Torah). 

 

4. A fourth verse used by Christianity to refute the Scriptural kosher laws is in 1 Timothy 4: 4, in 

this way: ‘For everything created by Elohim is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is 

received with gratitude;’ This is erroneously interpreted that it is acceptable to eat 

anything, as long as you are thankful for it. However, to fully understand what this portion of 

the Scriptures is saying, we have to read the very next verse (5), which reads like this: “for it 

is sanctified by means of the word of Elohim and prayer.’ The question to answer here is: 

What is sanctified by means of the word of Elohim? The word sanctified simply means to 
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set-apart or made ‘holy’. So the question is what foods are set-apart by the word of Elohim 

for use as food by mankind. The answer is obviously to be found in Leviticus 11 and 

Deuteronomy 14. Rav Shaul was definitely not promoting the eating of ceremonially unclean 

animals. The point is that most people will agree that rats, bats, lizards, scorpions and 

skunks are definitely not good for food? The food that YHVH has set-apart in the Torah 

remains so, for all of those called out to follow His way. 

 

5. Finally Christianity uses Romans 14: 14, to refute the Scriptural kosher laws, as follows: ‘I 

know and am convinced in the Master Yahshua that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him 

who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.’ Does this mean that he abandoned 

the laws of clean and unclean foods discussed in Torah? We know that Rav Shaul did not 

change or abandoned any command given by YHVH in the Torah, and to explain this 

particular verse from the Scriptures, we need to familiarize ourselves with the different 

Greek words used in the Renewed Covenant, to fully understand what Rav Shaul was 

actually saying regarding food in Romans 14. The Greek word used by Rav Shaul in Romans 

14, was ‘koinos’ meaning common or ordinary. The word ‘koinos’ is also used in Acts 2: 44 

(‘And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common.’), Acts 4: 

32, Titus 1: 4; and Jude 3 (‘Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our 

common salvation…). The same word was also used for things considered polluted or 

defiled. This word is also used in its form as a verb, namely ‘koinoo’ in Mark 7: 2, as follows: 

‘and had seen some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure hands, that is, 

unwashed.’ These two words (‘koinos’ and ‘koinoo’) are in fact used throughout the 

Renewed Covenant to refer to ceremonially uncleanness, and not to unclean meats or 

animals. Therefore something could be common or ceremonial unclean, yet be in the 

prescribed list of ‘Kosher’ foods given in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14. The very same 

word used in the Septuagint version of the Torah, namely ‘akatharos’ is also used in the 

Greek translation of the Renewed Covenant for unclean meats. In Acts 10 both the words 

‘koinos’ and ‘akatharos’ describe Rav Kepha’s vision of the sheet filled with all kinds of 

animals of the earth. Rav Kepha distinguished between the two concepts of unclean by using 

both words in verse 14 of Acts 10. Most translations of the Scriptures distinguish between 

the meanings of the two words used here. Rav Kepha used the same terminology in verse 28 

and Acts 11: 8 in discussion of his vision.  

 

Where Rav Shaul said in Roman 14: 14, ‘I Know and am convinced by the Master Yahshua 

that nothing is unclean in itself’, he was in fact making the same point as he did  in 1 

Corinthians 8.  Here in Corinthians Rav Shaul explained that even if clean meat was offered 

to idols, the so-called pagan god had no bearing on whether the meat was suitable to be 

eaten or not. But what was Rav Shaul’s point in Romans 14? He was essentially saying that 

depending upon their consciences, early believers had several options open to them whilst 

traveling or living in certain communities. If they did not want to eat meat that had been 

sacrificed to idols, they could choose to eat only vegetables. However, if there was not a 

regular source of kosher meat available, believers could eat meat slaughtered by Moslem 

butchers, since they also know how to bleed the animal, in the prescribed way, even though 

they offer such meat up to their deity. Romans 14 is all about a person’s conscience within 

the framework of the Torah. Rav Shaul was not here discussing Scriptural kosher laws, but as 
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we see from verse 20 where the word clean is ‘katharos’ , i.e. free from impure mixture, 

spotless. The word ‘katharos’ is used in the Scriptures to describe all kinds of cleanliness, 

including clean dishes (Matthew 23: 26), clothing (Revelation 15: 6; 19: 8 & 14), and pure 

religion (James 1: 27). We need to understand that in both verses 14 and 20 of Romans 14, 

the word food or meat was not in the original wording. In fact no specific entity is 

mentioned relative to clean or uncleanness. These verses are simply stating that ‘nothing is 

unclean (‘koinos’ - common or ceremonially unclean) in itself’ and ‘all is clean (‘katharos’ – 

without blemish or spot).’ Rav Shaul was essentially saying that any association of food with 

idolatrous activity had no influence on whether the food was suitable for eating.  

 

As mentioned in the beginning, it is not usually necessary for Nazarene Jews/Israelites who were 

born into the faith to be reminded of these Scriptural health laws, as it should be part of our way of 

life. However, since YHVH is busy calling people from Christianity and other faiths to come into the 

truth and His way of life, it is necessary to explain these laws contained in Torah. The reason being, 

that gentiles do not as a norm believe or study the Torah; and Christianity on the other hand, insists 

that Yahshua abolished these laws. We know that in His own words Yahshua our Messiah and Savior 

said that He did not come to abolish the Law or the prophets, but to make it more binding (in 

Matthew 5: 17 – 48). In addition we read in the New Covenant in 2 Corinthians 6: 14 - 18 ‘Do not be 

bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or 

what fellowship has light and darkness? (15) Or what harmony has Messiah with Belial, or what 

has a believer in common with an unbeliever? (16)  Or what agreement has the temple of Elohim 

with idols? For we are the temple of the living Elohim; just as Elohim said, “I will dwell in them and 

walk among them; and I will be their Elohim, and they shall be my people. (17) Therefore, come 

out from their midst and be separate,” says YHVH. “And do not touch what is unclean; and I will 

welcome you. (18) “And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me.” Says 

YHVH Almighty.’  Yes, we should not touch what is unclean; a leper, discharges from a human body, 

idols, unclean meats, etc. If we do so by chance touch such objects, we will be unclean until the 

evening and should wash our clothes and bodies with (soap and) water. 

 

In conclusion, we are reminded of Yahshua’s words in Matthew 5:  19, as follows: “Whoever then 

annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom 

of heaven.” Do we worship YHVH on His terms, or do we want to decide for ourselves how to serve 

Him? Are there commandments in Torah which we do not obey, because we consider them to be 

unimportant, such as the wearing of Tzitzit; or fixing mezuzahs to our doors; or not to boil a kid in its 

mother’s milk? Do we find reasons for not keeping these Elohim’s given commandments, or do we 

like Abraham, follow YHVH without question? We need to remember that Elohim’s laws are always 

for our benefit. It is as Rav Shaul says in First Timothy 4: 7 & 8, ‘But have nothing to do with worldly 

fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness 

(faith/religion); (8) for bodily discipline is only of little prophet, but godliness (or faith) is profitable 

for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.’  
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Chapter 12: The way to peace and prosperity? 

When I recently ask a ‘Messianic believer’, who live in our complex (of cluster homes) and has been 

considering the Hebrew roots of Christianity for a number of years, with one foot still firmly 

positioned in the Christian Church, why she don’t obey all of Torah; her reply was that Yahshua set 

her free since He came to ‘fulfill’ the law. Her answer did not surprise me, and even though I tried 

explaining that the exact opposite is true, she left with the same opinion. Later whilst reflecting on 

her answer, I came to the realization why most people do not understand what Yahshua taught 

whilst He was on earth. Most are totally oblivious to His mission to reconcile us to the Father and 

(our neighbor) Judah. Because of this misunderstanding, the world is in a total mess and despite the 

efforts of religious and political leaders throughout the ages mankind has failed to live peacefully 

with one another, from the time when Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden. Even 

since Yahshua’s first advent two thousand years ago, mankind did not experience Universal peace. 

The reason being, that Satan has since the recreation of the world been deceiving and influencing 

the inhabitants of the entire world to believe his lies and deception.    

Right from the beginning YHVH set in motion spiritual laws of cause and effect and even though He 

explained the same to mankind, under Satan’s influence, we chose to follow our own ideas of what 

is right and wrong. As may be understood from the Scriptures, YHVH initially explained His Laws to 

His people; examples being to Noah in Genesis 6: 9, and to Abraham in Genesis 26: 5. When Elohim’s 

people became more numerous, He gave them His Torah, as a user manual, giving details how He as 

their Creator wants them to live, to enjoy happy abundant lives. But, because most of us do not 

want to be prescribed to how to live, we like Adam and Eve partake of the fruit of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil on a daily basis. Furthermore those who are supposed to teach the word 

of Elohim, have been so deceived by Satan and his agents, that they themselves do not know 

Elohim’s truth any longer, as witnessed in Jeremiah 23: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘“Woe to the shepherds 

who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” declares YHVH. (2) Therefore thus 

says YHVH Elohim of Israel concerning the shepherds who are tending My people: “You have 

scattered My flock and driven them away, and have not attended to them; behold, I am about to 

attend to you for the evil of your deeds,” declares YHVH.’ Most of us who have been studying 

Elohim’s word for some time are aware that YHVH gave us His commandments for our good. But, 

the majority of those who say that they believe in Messiah (the one they call C*h*r*i*s*t) have been 

led to believe that they no longer need to obey Torah any longer, as Messiah already ‘fulfilled’ it for 

them.   

The problem with this thinking is; how will those who say they serve Yahshua (or J*e*s*u*s*) ever 

experience peace and an abundant life, it they are taught by their shepherds, that they need not 

obey Torah any longer? It is certain that these shepherds have never read Deuteronomy 28 – as they 

stubbornly believe that (YHVH)’s strict laws have been abolished by His Son.  Most of us are aware 

that Deuteronomy 28 describes the blessings that will ensue, if we choose to obey Elohim’s Torah 

teachings, but it also describes the curses which will befall us if we don’t obey. The blessings are 

discussed in the first 14 verses of Deuteronomy 28, and the curses in the rest of the chapter. Some 

of the blessings include what we read from verses 9 & 10, in this way: “YHVH will establish you as a 

holy (set-apart) people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will keep the commandments of YHVH 

your Elohim, and walk in His ways. (10) So all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called 

by the name of YHVH; and they shall be afraid of you.” The curses by far outnumber the blessings 
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and include what we read from verses 58 & 59, as follows: “If you are not careful to observe all the 

words of this law which is written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome name, YHVH 

your Elohim, (59) then YHVH will bring extraordinary plagues on you and your descendants, even 

severe and lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses.” These problems are pandemic 

throughout the world today.  

The question is: How will these deceived people solve the problems facing the world, if they are 

taught that they are free from obeying Torah, which is in fact the root cause of our problems? It is 

true; Yahshua came to set us free, but free form sin – the transgression of Torah, not free from 

Torah as most Christians believe. Without understanding this, they are definitely not able to come 

up with any viable lasting solution, unless and until they change their entire outlook on life. This is 

why it is so important for those of us called out of Christianity, to realize that it takes a paradigm 

shift to come out of the lies and deception that we have been taught in the past. Think for a 

moment, how many Christian people are truly healthy and happy? Are they healthier and happier 

than their pagan neighbors? Why, if Yahshua took away the curses of the law, will a Christian who 

sleeps around, contract aids or another sexually transmitted decease, like anyone else doing the 

same and who does not believe in C*h*r*i*s*t*? The reason being, that when we come to believe in 

Yahshua and are immersed in His saving name, He takes away the curses of our past sins, but if we 

continue to practice sin after we came to the knowledge of the truth, we will again curse ourselves 

and our children.  The Scriptures is clear, only once we and all other human beings start obeying the 

teachings of Elohim, will we have peace and prosperity as Elohim’s creation. 

Yahshua never abolished any of Elohim’s commandments, as He is the exact representation of 

Elohim’s nature as witnessed in Hebrews 1: 3. Without repeating the basic tenets of our faith, we 

need to understand that Yahshua, being the visible image of the invisible Elohim, will never do away 

with His own Laws, as He is the embodiment of Torah. Throughout the Tanach we read about 

Yahshua’s first and second coming. We read from Isaiah 42: 21 how Yahshua came to make the law 

great and glorious, during His first advent.  This is in fact the meaning of the word ‘fulfill’ in Matthew 

5: 17, as can be understood, if the entire chapter is read from verse 17 to 48. Yahshua came to make 

the Law more binding and as our perfect example, He showed us to obey Torah with a spiritual 

intent, to lead us to perfection, as he also concluded in verse 48 of Matthew 5, saying: “Therefore 

you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Rav Yaa’cov explained the way in which 

to reach perfection in James 1: 22 – 25, as follows: ‘But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not 

merely hearers who delude themselves. (23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 

he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; (24) for once he has looked at himself and 

gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. (25) But one who looks 

intently at the perfect law (Torah), the law of liberty, and abides by it not having become a 

forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.’ We see over and 

over throughout the Scriptures that those who obey Elohim’s word are blessed in all they do. 

When Messiah appeared on earth, He taught and practiced peace, but His first coming did not leave 

the world a legacy of peace. Despite the fact that an angel with a multitude of heavenly hosts 

appeared at Messiah’s birth, praising Elohim, and saying (in Luke 2: 14): “Glory to Elohim in the 

highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased”, the inhabitants of earth have 

seen very little real peace, since then. The world as well as the Land of Israel in the Middle East has 

seen war after war and conflict after conflict and left to our own devices we are incapable of 
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securing peace. In fact the world has rejected the peace that Elohim offered through Messiah - 

Mankind has not only rejected Yahshua as the real Messiah, but also the Message that He taught 

whilst He was on earth. But how and why have human beings rejected Yahshua and His message? 

Most of what Yahshua taught has been distorted by those who specifically say that they believe in 

Him. But, how has this happened? The problem started when soon after Messiah’s death, 

resurrection and ascension to heaven, when the Nazarene Jewish congregation became infiltrated 

by former pagans, who slowly but surely substituted the Hebrew origins of the ecclesia with their 

pagan practices. This was essentially the first part of Satan’s deception to change the Jewish roots of 

Elohim’s ecclesia to nothing other than falsehood and paganism. After having severed the believers 

from their Jewish roots, he continued to remove their belief in the only Scriptures available to them 

at the time, namely the Tanach. But, that was only the beginning of the deception, as the main 

obstacle to our Nazarene Jewish faith, lies in accepting and understanding who and what Yahshua 

the Messiah is. I am also positive that unless and until you and I have fully settled this truth in our 

minds, we will not be able to serve YHVH in the way that He intended for us from the beginning.  We 

need to realize once and for all, that Yahshua’s first coming was to reconcile both us and Judah back 

to the Father. We also need to be aware that He himself said in Matthew 15: 24, “I was sent only to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Even though the Jews of His day rejected Him, we need to 

understand that He did not come for them at that time. YHVH has blinded their minds to the identity 

of the true Messiah as recorded for us in John 12: 37 – 406 and Romans 11: 327.  

But, if you believe that only our Jewish Brothers are blinded to who and what Yahshua is, you are 

wrong! We need to recall Yahshua’s own words to the chief priests and the elders in Matthew 21: 42 

– 44, where He asked: “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 

REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; THIS CAME ABOUT FROM YHVH, AND IT IS 

MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES’? (43) Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of Elohim will be taken away 

from you (meaning the Jews of His day and others who stumble over Yahshua’s identity will not be 

rulers {kings and priests} in the Kingdom of Elohim one day), and be given to a nation producing the 

fruit of it. (44) And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it 

will scatter him like dust.”  Even so, we need to realize that it is not by our own intelligence that we 

will discover who and what Yahshua is, as He also said in Matthew 11: 25 – 27, “I praise Thee, O 

Father, Master of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and 

intelligent and didst reveal them to babes. (26) Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy 

sight. (27) All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, 

except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son 

wills to reveal Him.” Some might at this point think that I am once again focusing on a pet subject of 

mine. But, I firmly believe this to be the overriding obstacle to obedience to Elohim.   

Rav Shaul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12: 3 regarding the identity of Yahshua, stating: ‘Therefore I make 

known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of Elohim says, “Yahshua is accursed”; and no 

one say, “Yahshua is Lord (or MarYah, an Aramaic word meaning Master YHVH, translated as Lord in 

                                                           
6
 John 12: 37 – 40, ‘But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in 

Him; that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, “YHVH WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR 
REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF YHVH BEEN REVEALED?” For this cause they could not believe, 
for Isaiah said again, “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES, AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART; LEST THEY SEE WITH 
THEIR EYES, AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED, AND I HEAL THEM.”’ 
7
 Romans 11: 32, ‘For Elohim has shut up all in disobedience that He might show mercy on all.’ 
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most English versions of the Scriptures),” except by the Set-apart Spirit.’ Similarly when Rav Kepha 

identified Yahshua correctly in Matthew 16, Yahshua said to him in verses 18 & 19, “And I also say to 

you that you are Peter (meaning a small pebble or stone), and upon this rock (meaning Yahshua 

Himself, as may also be understood from Matthew 7: 248 and other Scriptures) I will build My 

church (or ecclesia); and the gates of Hades (the grave) shall not overpower it (meaning that it will 

still exist at Yahshua’s return).” Rav Kepha fully understood what Yahshua meant, as he later 

explained in 1 Peter 2: 4 – 9, saying: ‘And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but 

choice and precious in the sight of Elohim, (5) you also, as living stones, are being built up as a 

spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Elohim through 

Yahshua Messiah. (6) For this is contained in Scripture; “BEHOLD I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A 

PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM SHALL NOT BE DISAPOINTED.” (7) This 

precious value, then, is for you who believe (that Yahshua is YHVH the rock of our salvation and the 

foundation of His ecclesia). But for those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 

REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” (8) and “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK 

OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they 

were also appointed. (9) But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 

PEOPLE FOR ELOHIM’S OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.’  

The problem with not believing Yahshua’s words in John 10: 309, is that as humans we know that no 

two persons will always agree about all things all of the time, even if they are identical twins. It is 

therefore difficult for us as humans to understand how two ‘leaders’ will always be in total 

agreement. Consequently it is easy to understand, how, if Yahshua was not YHVH or if there were 

indeed two (YHVH)’s; how Yahshua’s administration could differ from that of YHVH. This is perhaps 

why Christianity believes that Yahshua, the second person in the trinity, came to make His strict old 

Father’s rules easier and less restraining for mankind. However, as YHVH in the flesh, Yahshua said to 

the Jewish leaders of His day in John 10: 37 & 38, ‘If I do not do the works of My Father, do not 

believe Me; (38) but If I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may 

know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.”  Later Yahshua in answer to 

Philip’s question in John 14: 810, said as recorded in verses 9 & 10, “Have I been so long with you, 

and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do 

you say, ‘Show us the Father?’” 

To recap, Jews are presently blinded to the identity of Yahshua, but as we know from the Scriptures, 

this was (YHVH)’s doing, so that those of us called by YHVH at this time may be reconciled to Him as 

well as to Brother Judah. Once the fullness of the Gentiles (those of the lost ten tribes who used to 

think that they are Gentiles have come in to the way of Elohim) then all Israel will be saved as 

witnessed in Romans 11: 25 – 27. Even so, it is not only the Jews who are presently blinded; 

Christianity also stumble over Yahshua’s identity as being fully YHVH in the flesh and it is for this very 

reason that they hold  that Yahshua and (YHVH)’s laws or the administration thereof, are different. 

Because they also do not understand the true gospel, they are unaware that the very same Torah 

will one day be the rules according to which the coming Kingdom of Elohim will be governed. But, 
                                                           
8
 Matthew 7: 24, ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be 

compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.’, meaning Yahshua the rock of our salvation. 
9
 John 10: 30, “I and the Father are one.” 

10
 John 14: 8, ‘Philip said to Him, “Master, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”’  
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there is more to Satan’s deception; in that there are also Nazarene/Messianic and like-minded 

believers among us, who like the Catholic Church stumble over the truth about Messiah being the 

rock, or foundation upon which the ecclesia of Elohim is built, because they misinterpret Yahshua’s 

words to Rav Kepha in Matthew 16: 18, believing that Yahshua promised to build His ecclesia upon 

Kepha and the other disciples (and therefore by extension also meaning them his modern day 

disciples).  As a result they hold that they have the right to determine how and when to worship 

YHVH. But as shown before, Rav Kepha was fully aware what Yahshua said to him; as was also 

correctly understood by Rav Shaul in 1 Corinthians 3: 11, where he wrote: ‘For no man can lay a 

foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Yahshua Messiah.’ Those who believe that 

they have the right to decide for themselves how or when to worship YHVH are also deceived.  

YHVH made all the rules according to which we should worship Him, and Yahshua the word of 

Elohim confirmed the same by being our living example. A truism about those who believe that they 

have been given the right to determine how and when to worship YHVH, by Yahshua, are in the most 

also believers in two (YHVH)’s, Yahshua being the lesser YHVH. Their belief in a lesser YHVH also 

supports the idea that Yahshua has less authority than YHVH. This is perhaps why these believers are 

able to (easily) invalidate Yahshua’s teachings, one of which being what He said in Matthew 23: 2 & 

3  and a second to a lesser extent, being His authority to change the timing of the Passover.  

However, we need to be ever mindful of Yahshua’s own words in Matthew 28: 18, where He said: 

“All authority (or power) has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” As also witnessed in 1 

Corinthians 1: 22 - 24, in this way: ‘For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for wisdom; 

(23) but we preach Messiah crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, (24) 

but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the power of Elohim and the 

wisdom of Elohim.’  

Ultimately every knee will bow before Yahshua, even those who died without ever knowing His 

name, as is confirmed in Psalms 22: 26 – 29, in this way: ‘The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 

those who seek Him will praise YHVH. Let your heart live forever! (27) All the ends of the earth will 

remember and turn to YHVH, and all the families of the nations will worship before Thee. (28) For 

the kingdom is (YHVH)’s, and He rules over the nations. (29) All the prosperous of the earth will eat 

and worship, all those who go down to the dust will bow before Him, even he who cannot keep his 

soul alive.’ Even though very few truly believe in the salvation of YHVH, namely Yahshua, mankind 

will ultimately believe in Him, as He is coming back to save us from ourselves and to rule us right  

here on the  earth.  Even though Yahshua confirmed in Mark 12: 29 & 30, that “The foremost 

(command) is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! YHVH OUR ELOHIM IS ONE YHVH; (30) AND YOU SHALL LOVE 

YHVH YOUR ELOHIM WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 

MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’, the Oneness of Elohim has been a problem at His first 

coming and will be so until He returns. As long as people continue to contradict the foremost 

command by their actions, they are not serving YHVH the only Elohim – but are simply fooling 

themselves! The point is that each and every one of us who believe that we are children of Elohim, 

through our faith in Messiah as recorded in Galatians 3: 26 need to realize that the only way in which 

we will be fully able to serve and obey Elohim, is if we realize that He is the one and only ONE!  

Even though this appears to be a closing statement, there is much more; in that Yahshua did not 

finish what he said in the quoted section above, but added in verse 31 of Mark 12, saying: “The 

second is this, ‘You SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other command 
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greater than these.” At this point I need to ask those of us who say and fully believe that we are 

Israel (whether they believe that we are bloodline Israelites, or the Israel of YHVH described in 

Galatians 3,  4, and more specifically  6: 16, and  Romans 9: 6 & 7, it does not matter); Who is your 

neighbor?  Before answering this question, let me point out that most of us, like our Christian 

Brothers, have been missing the point! As I said in the beginning, Yahshua came to reconcile us to 

both the Father and to Judah (our neighbor), as Rav Shaul explained at length in Ephesians 2: 11 - 22. 

It is true YHVH has been hiding His face from us, because of our disobedience in the past. But, we 

are told in Proverbs 25: 2 that, ‘It is the glory of Elohim to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is 

to search out a matter.’ We who are called to be first fruits at this time, need to ask YHVH to let His 

Set-apart Spirit guide us to see His face (like Moses did) and we will soon discover that He has been 

hiding Himself in Yahshua, the image or form of Elohim as may be seen from Isaiah 45: 15, in this 

way: ‘Truly, Thou art an Elohim who hides Himself, O Elohim of Israel, Savior!’  A second drawback 

is that most of us who came to believe that we are Israel, fail to understand who our real neighbor 

is! Without understanding these two truths, there can never be peace on earth, as these two 

foremost commandments contain all of Torah. 

 

In fact these two commandments, which even Christianity, say they believe and obey, have been 

mankind’s problem form the start. Ask yourself; why did Yahshua our Messiah come as a Jew? Why 

did He not come as a Scot or a South African?  The reason is that despite what we personally believe 

or think, the Jews are the most hated race upon the face of the earth and if YHVH, America and a 

few Christian/Messianic believers in Yahshua, did not realize the importance of the nation of Israel in 

the Middle East, or more specifically the Jews, they would have been wiped from the face of the 

earth many years ago. As mentioned earlier, Yahshua as a Jew came to reconcile us to the Father, 

but also to Brother Judah.  If we understood Yahshua’s parable of the prodigal son, we would have 

realized this long ago. But as Israel we are blind men and most will only understand this when 

Yahshua returns. It is as I explained when I discussed Yahshua’s miracles, where He healed the blind 

man in Mark 8: 22 – 25, as follows: ‘And they came to Bethsaida. And they brought a blind man to 

Him, and entreated Him to touch him. (23) And taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him 

out of the village; and after spitting on his eyes, and laying His hands upon him, He asked him, “Do 

you see anything?” (24) And he looked up and said, “I see men, for I am seeing them like trees, 

walking about.” (25) Then again He laid His hand upon his eyes; and he looked intently and was 

restored, and began to see everything clearly.’  

The nation of Israel who has been blinded by Satan, do not understand the good news about the 

coming kingdom of Elohim, and the fact that Yahshua is going to remarry His bride the united Nation 

of Israel, at His return. In Ezekiel 34: 30 & 31 YHVH said through Ezekiel, ‘“Then they will know that I 

YHVH their Elohim, am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are My people,” declares 

YHVH. (31) “As for you, My sheep, the sheep of My pasture, you are men, and I am your Elohim,” 

declares YHVH Elohim.’  In Mark 8: 24, the blind man says that he sees men walking like trees. In 

Mark 8: 25, we see that after Yahshua laid hands on the blind man (Israel) for the second time, he 

saw things clearly, like most humans will, at the second coming of Messiah. This section about the 

trees in Mark 8: 24 is endorsed by Jeremiah 11: 16 & 17, where YHVH refers to the united Israel as 

an olive tree, as follows: ‘YHVH called your name, “A green olive tree, beautiful in fruit and form”; 

With the noise of a great tumult He has kindled fire on it, And its branches are worthless. (17) And 

YHVH of hosts, who planted you, has pronounced evil against you because of the evil of the house 
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of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they have done to provoke Me by offering up sacrifices 

to Baal.’ Without revisiting another related subject, suffice it to say that by now we know that the 

olive tree spoken about here is the same olive tree discussed in Romans 11. 

When studying the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15, from verse 11 on, we see that the eldest 

son never left the Father. Yes, he became jealous when, at the return of his younger brother, his 

father welcomed him with a celebratory homecoming, because it was difficult for him to understand 

why his reckless brother deserved such a welcome. However, we see that after the prodigal son’s 

attitude had become humble, repenting and trusting, his father said in Luke 15: 32: ‘But we had to 

be merry and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and 

has been found.’ This is exactly what our Father YHVH does for us, when we repent and return to 

Him. Because some Messianic/Nazarene and like-minded believers do not realize that Judah is our 

neighbor, they contradict the words of Yahshua who is YHVH in the flesh, when it comes to the 

authority of Levi, and more specifically the Levites among our Jewish brothers, as regards the oracles 

of Elohim. The rebellion of Israel, after Korah’s rebellion discussed in Numbers 16, should be a 

witness against such deceived believers, but, most of them do not study the annual Torah portions 

like most Jews, including Nazarene Jews/Israelites do. Korah’s rebellion triggered another challenge 

from the sons of Israel, when they grumbled against Moses and Aaron, saying in verse 41 of 

Numbers 16, “You are the ones who have caused the death of (YHVH)’s people.” Next the 

congregation assembled against Moses and Aaron, and they turned to the tent of meeting. 

Afterward the cloud covered the tent of meeting and the glory of YHVH appeared. When Moses and 

Aaron came to the tent of meeting YHVH spoke to Moses saying that they should get away from the 

people, so that He may consume the congregation. Even so, Moses instructed Aaron to quickly take 

his censor and put fire from the altar in it and burn incense on it, thus making atonement for the 

congregation, for the wrath of Elohim has gone forth from YHVH and a plague started. Aaron did as 

Moses told him and took his stand between the dead and the living, and so the plague was checked. 

However, we see that 14700, besides Korah and his men, died in this plague.  

 

Continuing in Numbers 17, we see that YHVH having now gained the attention of the nation, tells 

Moses to take the rods of all the leaders according to their father’s households and write their 

names on their rods. YHVH also tells Moses to write Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi. Then YHVH 

tells Moses to deposit the rods in the tent of meeting in front of the Ark of the testimony, saying that 

it will come about that the rod of the man whom YHVH chooses will sprout. Moses did as YHVH told 

him and the next day, he saw that Aaron’s staff not only sprouted buts, but also bear flowers and 

almonds. Moses brought the rods out in the presence of YHVH showing it to all the sons of Israel. 

Each man took his rod, but YHVH instructed Moses to put Aaron’s rod before the Ark to bear 

testimony, to be kept against the rebels that they may put an end to their grumblings against YHVH, 

so that they should not die. This should also serve as a warning to those of us whom YHVH has called 

out of the world, to follow Him and not entertain thoughts of rebelling against Him and the Levites 

among Judah, who preserved the timing of Sabbath, the Feast Days, the Hebrew Language and the 

kosher food laws of Elohim for us. If we who have been called by YHVH at this time choose to remain 

disobedient to the two foremost commandments, we will simply not make it into the Kingdom of 

Elohim. In addition, as ambassadors of the future Kingdom, we are responsible to show the people in 

the world how YHVH should be obeyed. Even so, world peace and prosperity will elude mankind, 

until Messiah’s return one day.  
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Knowing this, what should we do? Our role as the remnant of returning former Israelites are to make 

Judah jealous, by keeping Torah with a spiritual intent, as we read from Romans 11: 11, in this way: ‘I 

say then, they (Judah) did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their 

transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.’ Secondly, and before you 

think I am only out to criticize other believers, I want to urge our people to stand by the nation of 

Judah who are also presently preserving the Promised Land for us, and like some of those ‘Messianic 

believers’, who remain with one foot in Christianity mentioned at the beginning of this sermon – 

support our Jewish Brothers in the Land of Israel financially, when possible. Thirdly, as Nazarene 

Israelite watchmen we are also commanded in Isaiah 62: 6 & 7 to continually remind YHVH, to make 

Jerusalem a place of praise in the earth. But, most of all, those of us who believe in the Oneness of 

Elohim should not neglect the foremost command and without any doubt in our minds, recite the 

Shema as commanded in Deuteronomy 6: 4 – 9 daily. Think about it! 
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Chapter 13: Second exodus? 

We understand from the account of Joseph in Scriptures that it was (YHVH)’s doing that his brothers 

sold him to Ishmaelite slave traders to eventually be sold to Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of the 

ruling Pharaoh. The hidden reason for this was to save Jacob and his twelve sons as well as the 

Nation of Egypt from a severe famine that occurred throughout the known world at the time. As a 

result Jacob and his sons moved to Egypt and made a living as shepherds. Whilst living in Egypt Jacob 

and all twelve his sons died, but the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and the land 

was filled with them.  

 

After the children of Israel lived in Egypt for many years, several Pharaoh’s ruled and died and a new 

king (Pharaoh) arose over Egypt, who did not know about Joseph and how he protected the Egyptian 

nation from the famine. We see from Exodus 1: 9 & 10 that he came to dislike the Israelites, as 

follows:  ‘Behold, the people of the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we. (10) Come, let us 

deal wisely with them, lest they multiply and in the event of war, they also join themselves to 

those who hate us, and fight against us, and depart from the land.’ With the passing of time, the 

Israelites were lured from their farms and pastures to construction jobs, and they soon realized that 

they were tricked into forced labor.  The Egyptians forced the sons of Israel to labor rigorously and 

made their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks, and at all kinds of labor in the field. 

Despite the harsh treatment meted out to the Israelites, their numbers increased greatly and the 

Egyptians feared them. As a result the Pharaoh decreed that the midwives would kill baby boys born 

to the Israelites, and failure to obey was punishable by death. When later Pharaoh realized that his 

plan failed, he commanded his people to cast every son born to the Israelite woman into the Nile 

River, but that the Israelite girls are kept alive.  

 

At that time a baby boy was born to Levite parents and because of Pharaoh’s decree his mother hid 

the boy for three months. When she knew the authorities became suspicious, she put the baby in a 

pitch-smeared basket and set him afloat in the nearby river, trusting that Elohim would send 

someone to find him who would keep him safe. Whilst the baby’s sister stood nearby to guard over 

her brother, Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river to bathe and found the basket with the little baby 

in it. When the baby’s sister saw Pharaoh’s daughter she approach her and suggested that a Hebrew 

woman help her nurse and raise the child. Pharaoh’s daughter approved, and as a result the baby’s 

mother made arrangements with Pharaoh’s daughter to take care of the baby. Later when the child 

was old enough his mother took him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him 

Moses, because she drew him out of the water. Whilst growing up in the palace, Moses was 

educated by the best teachers in the nation; he grew up to attain fame and a high rank in Egypt. By 

the time he reached the age of forty Moses became more interested in the affairs of his fellow 

Israelite kinsmen. He became angered by the brutality with which the Egyptians treated his people. 

One day Moses saw an Egyptian guard beating an Israelite and in trying to save the life of the 

Israelite, he accidentally killed the guard.  Later Moses learned that two fellow Israelites witnessed 

the fight and that Pharaoh and his men were seeking to arrest him. Moses immediately fled from 

Egypt and settled in the land of Midian.  

 

Moses started working for a Midianite priest and married his daughter. Later whilst living in the land 

of Midian, conditions in Egypt became much worse for the Israelites living there, and they started 
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complaining to Elohim, as we read from Exodus 2: 23 – 25, ‘Now it came about in the course of 

those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, 

and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to Elohim. (24) So 

Elohim heard their groaning; And Elohim remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. (25) And Elohim saw the sons of Israel, and Elohim took notice of them.’ We know that as a 

result of this YHVH eventually got Moses to return to Egypt to lead the nation of Israel out of Egypt 

to the Promised Land. But, there is also a valuable lesson for us the latter day descendants of the 

ancient Israelites, contained in this section of the Scriptures; in that we see that YHVH the Elohim of 

Israel hears and answers our prayers in desperate situations. The conditions in which we the lost ten 

tribes find ourselves today have been worsening, despite some believing that everything has 

improved tremendously over the past number of years.  We fail to notice the deteriorating 

conditions in which we find ourselves, because we are deluded by the many innovations that saw 

the light during the past few years. Because it is much easier to communicate, we mistakably believe 

that everything else has also improved. Despite many advances in the medical and related fields the 

life expectancy of people in countries like South Africa has actually decreased during the past 

number of years. Without realizing it, the additional time that we gained by all the modern 

innovations over the past number of years, is wasted in useless pursuits which ultimately resulted in 

sinful deeds. As a result divorce, murder, rape, unwanted pregnancies, aids, and abortions are 

spiraling out of control.  Because everyone has a cellphone our children became more vulnerable to 

drug abuse and pornography. There are no bounds to what people will do today. Take for example 

tattooing, something which is specifically prohibited in the Scriptures (Leviticus 19: 28), is done to 

the extremes. Then there are such things as body piercing, which has progressed from earrings for 

ladies, to earrings for men, to multiple piercing for both men and woman in literally every part of the 

body; the tongue, the nose, eyebrows, lips, cheeks, naval, breasts and even the things you do not 

want to know. But this is not all; in that I am told that there are 12 year old school girls who wear 

different colored buttons on their school uniforms to show boys how far they are prepared to go 

with certain favors, including multiple partners. Furthermore, there have been a number of reports 

about 12 year olds with very fancy cell phones, making pornographic movies using their classmates 

as ‘actors’. 

 

To make matters worse, our (Israelite) youth do not find suitable employment (despite having 

graduated from universities in such fields as engineering, science, etc.); due to financial problems 

world-wide and government policies in countries like South Africa and to a lesser extent  the USA.  

Because of the high level of unemployment, crime, violence and corruption are at an all-time high 

throughout the world and most of us fear for the lives of our children and grand-children in an 

uncertain dangerous future. Instead of making our lives easier, the modern methods used for 

communication caused us to be flooded with too much information on a daily basis. We receive 

phone calls, SMS’s, e-mails from all over the world providing us with special offers, and other 

information, which become too much to process.  As a result we are overwhelmed by information 

from many different sources, contending for our money and time which have both become much 

scarcer. To summarize then, we are much worse of today, than what we and our forebears were for 

many years. It is slowly but surely getting worse for us on a daily basis but because we have become 

like the proverbial frog in a saucepan of water which is slowly but surely being brought to boiling 

point, we are getting so comfortable with the ever worsening situation, that we do nothing. O yes, 

we complain to neighbors, friends and family, and even get additional security and perhaps stun-
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guns, pepper-spray and other self-defense mechanisms, but never even think of telling our heavenly 

Father about the ever worsening situation in which we find ourselves.  

 

The problem being, that most Israelites are totally unaware that they are Israelites who were 

according to the Scriptures scattered throughout the world because of their idolatrous ways. As a 

result, we do not realize that if we like ancient Israel call on YHVH our Elohim, reminding Him of our 

current position in exile, He will answer our prayers and ensure that we get back to the land which 

He promised us, through our forefathers. This reminds me of an account that occurred a few 

decades ago, where an American teenage girl, the daughter of a millionaire was kidnapped by a 

terrorist group who demanded millions of Dollars to return her to her family. The situation carried 

on for several weeks, even months, with the terrorists demanding ever more money as the time 

went on. Even though in the beginning the situation was dire, since the terrorists treated the girl 

harshly, she eventually became used to her abductors and started co-operating with the terrorist 

against the authorities and her family.  This is almost the same with us Israelites today, as we have 

been in exile for so long, we are beginning to co-operate with Satan our abductor. We have 

forgotten the ways of Elohim and started participating in the pagan ways of the peoples among 

whom we were scattered.   

 

But because we are getting closer to the end of our exile and because our heavenly Father remains 

ever true to His word, He has since the last century slowly but surely been calling out a remnant of 

Israelites, whom He eventually wants to join with their brethren Judah on the mountains of Israel, at 

Messiah’s return. YHVH is at this time calling us out of the world and its ways, by the word of truth, 

so that we might be the first fruits among His creatures (as per James 1: 18). If we answer His call 

and finally qualify to enter the Kingdom of Elohim, we will rule the world as kings and priests, under 

Yahshua our Messiah. At Yahshua’s return, those of us who died in Messiah will be resurrected and 

those still alive, will together be changed into the first born sons of Elohim, as we read from 1 

Corinthians 15: 51 & 52, in this way: ‘Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed, (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet 

will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.’ The firstborn are 

identified by circumcision of the heart and the flesh – to live in the land promised to Abraham.  

 

It is also at that time that YHVH will enter into a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. Moses prophesied about the renewed covenant before Israel entered the Promised 

Land in Deuteronomy 30: 1 – 8, saying: “So it shall be when all these things have come upon you, 

the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind in all nations 

where YHVH your Elohim has banished you, (2) and you return to YHVH your Elohim and obey Him 

with all your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your sons, (3)then 

YHVH your Elohim will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather 

you again from all the peoples where YHVH your Elohim has scattered you. (4) If your outcasts are 

at the ends of the earth, from there YHVH your Elohim will gather you, and from there He will 

bring you back.  (5) And YHVH your Elohim will bring you into the land which your fathers 

possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your 

fathers. (6) Moreover YHVH your Elohim will circumcise your heart (immersion) and the hearts of 

your descendants, to love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul, in order 

that you may live.  (7) And YHVH your Elohim will inflict all these curses on your enemies and on 
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those who hate you, who persecuted you. (8) And you shall again obey YHVH, and observe all His 

commandments which I command you today.”  After the establishment of the new covenant, by the 

death and resurrection of the kinsman redeemer of Israel, everything is in place for the nation of 

Israel to receive their priestly position among the nations in the world.  

But, we are also promised a second exodus in the section of the Scriptures quoted above. We see 

from Ezekiel 34: 1 – 5, that our forefathers were scattered for lack of a shepherd, in this way: ‘Then 

the word of YHVH (meaning Yahshua) came to me (Ezekiel) saying, (2) “Son of man, prophesy 

against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to those shepherds, ‘Thus says YHVH Elohim, 

“Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the 

flock?  (3) You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep without 

feeding the flock. (4) Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not 

healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor have you 

sought for the lost; but with force and with severity you have dominated them. (5) And they were 

scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the field and were 

scattered.”’ Even so, YHVH promised to bring us back to the land which our forefathers possessed, 

as also witnessed in Ezekiel 34: 11 – 15, as follows: ‘For thus says YHVH Elohim, “Behold, I Myself 

will search for My sheep and seek them out. (12) As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when 

he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the 

places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day. (13) And I will bring them out 

from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them to their own land; and I will 

feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the streams, and in all the inhabited places of the land. 

(14) I will feed them in a good pasture, and their grazing ground will be on the mountain heights of 

Israel. There they will lie down in good grazing ground, and they will feed in rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel. (15) I will feed My flock and I will lead them to rest,” declares YHVH Elohim.’ 

YHVH made the ancient Israelites wander in the wilderness for forty years, until the entire 

generation of Israelites who came out of Egypt died in the wilderness, because of idolatry and their 

grumblings against Him. We read from Ezekiel 20 that YHVH then instructed their children in the 

wilderness, saying in verses 18 – 24, “And I said to their children in the wilderness, ‘Do not walk in 

the statutes of your fathers, or keep their ordinances, or defile yourselves with their idols. (19) I am 

YHVH your Elohim; walk in My statutes, and keep My ordinances, and observe them. (20) And 

sanctify My Sabbaths (weekly and annual); and they shall be a sign between Me and you, that you 

may know that I am YHVH your Elohim.’ (21) But the children rebelled against Me; they did not 

walk in My statutes, nor were they careful to observe My ordinances, by which, if a man observes 

them, he will live; they profaned My Sabbaths. So I resolved to pour out My wrath on them, to 

accomplish My anger against them in the wilderness. (22) But I withdrew My hand and acted for 

the sake of My name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations in whose sight I had 

brought them out. (23) Also I swore to them in the wilderness that I would scatter them among the 

nations and disperse them among the lands,  (24) because they had not observed My ordinances, 

but had rejected My statutes, and had profaned My Sabbaths, and their eyes were on the idols of 

their fathers.” We are all aware that YHVH eventually caused both the houses of Israel and Judah to 

be taken captive. Israel was taken captive by the king of Assyria during 721 – 718 BCE and were 

eventually scattered throughout the world, but are located predominantly in the west.  Judah was 

taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon around 586 BCE, but returned to the Promised 

Land 70 years later.  
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We understand from reading Ezekiel 4: 3  - 5 together with Leviticus 26: 27 & 28, that the period of 

exile destined for the house of Israel amounted to 2730 years, in this way:  “Then get yourself an 

iron plate and set it up as an iron wall between you and the city, and set your face toward it so 

that it is under siege, and besiege it. This is a sign to the house of Israel. (4) As for you, lie down on 

your left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel on it; you shall bear their iniquity for the 

number of days that you lie on it. (5) For I have assigned you a number of days corresponding to 

the years of their iniquity, three hundred and ninety days; thus you shall bear the iniquity of the 

house of Israel.” In Leviticus 26: 27 & 28 we read, ‘Yet if in spite of this, you do not obey Me, but act 

with hostility against Me, (28) then I will act with wrathful hostility against you; and I, even I, will 

punish you seven times for your sins.’ The house of Israel was taken captive during 721 - 718 BCE; If 

we add 2730 years to 718 BCE, we get to 2012 CE, which is the year we are living in right now! That 

means that we the latter day house of Israel are very close to the end of our exile.  

We read about our return in Ezekiel 20: 33 – 44, as follows: ’“As I live,” declares YHVH Elohim, 

“Surely with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm  (Yahshua) and with wrath poured out I 

shall be king over you. (34) And I shall bring you out from the peoples and gather you from the 

lands where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and outstretched arm and with wrath poured 

out; (35) and I shall bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I shall enter into 

judgment with you face to face. (36) As I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness 

of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you,” declares YHVH Elohim. (37) And I shall 

make you pass under the rod, and I shall bring you into the bond of the covenant; (38) and I shall 

purge from you the rebels and those who transgress against Me; I shall bring them out of the land 

where they sojourn, but they will not enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know that I am YHVH. 

(39) As for you, O house of Israel,” thus says YHVH Elohim, “Go, serve everyone his idols; but later, 

you will surely listen to Me. And My holy name you will profane no longer with your gifts and with 

your idols. (40) For on My holy mountain, on the high mountain of Israel,” declares YHVH Elohim, 

“There the whole house of Israel, all of them will serve Me in the land; there I shall accept them, 

and there I shall seek your contributions and the choicest of your gifts, with all your holy things. 

(41) As a soothing aroma I shall accept you, when I bring you out from the peoples and gather you 

from the lands where you are scattered; and I shall prove Myself holy among you in the sight of 

the nations. (42) And you will know that I am YHVH, when I bring you into the land of Israel, into 

the land which I swore to give to your forefathers. (43) And there you will remember your ways 

and all your deeds, with which you have defiled yourselves; and you will loathe yourselves in your 

own sight for all the evil things that you have done. (44) Then you will know that I am YHVH when 

I have dealt with you for My name’s sake, not according to your evil ways or according to your 

corrupt deeds, O house of Israel,” Declares YHVH Elohim ‘. 

I mentioned in a previous sermon that YHVH divorced the house of Israel, because  of her adulteries 

with foreign gods, as witnessed in Jeremiah 3: 8. However, we read from Isaiah 54: 5 – 8, ‘”For your 

husband is your Maker, Whose name is YHVH of hosts; and your Redeemer is the Holy One of 

Israel, Who is called the Elohim of all the earth. (6) For YHVH has called you, like a wife forsaken 

and grieved in spirit, even like a wife of one’s youth when she is rejected,” says your Elohim.  (7) 

For a brief moment I forsook you, but with great compassion I will gather you. (8) In an outburst of 

anger I hid My face from you for a moment; but with everlasting loving-kindness I will have 

compassion on you,” says YHVH your Redeemer.’ It is not that our Father YHVH needs reminding, as 

He is an all knowing Elohim; but I believe we should cry out to Him to bring an end to our exile, since 
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we are in deep trouble at this time, and have endured almost all of the 2730 years assigned us in 

exile. YHVH similarly tells us, to remind Him in Isaiah 62: 6, as follows: ‘On your walls, O Jerusalem, I 

have appointed watchmen; all day and all night they will never keep silent. You who remind YHVH, 

take no rest for yourselves.’  YHVH heard ancient Israel’s cries for help in Egypt: if we cry out to Him 

in our current distress in a united and humble fashion, He will also hear us and take us back to the 

Promised Land, as He promised our forefathers!  
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Chapter 14: The importance of the Set-apart Name. 

Most of us are aware of the recent attack by an opponent of our Nazarene Jewish/Israelite and like-

minded faiths. This critic of our faith, like most others like him, argues that the using of the sacred 

name is not necessary and does not separate the innocent from the wicked. Such people hold that a 

merciful Creator will not only base the salvation of His people on a single name.  They believe that 

He would not allow wicked people to merely utter the Set-apart Name at the last moment before 

death and be saved, while innocent good people who never knew the name would be doomed, for 

not knowing it.  The problem with this critique of the Set-apart Name doctrine shows how popular 

religious traditions have blinded the minds of most people to basic scriptural truths. 

Their criticism is based on the idea that most of mankind has not had a chance to know these 

scriptural truths. They do not understand that all of mankind who ever lived, except for the elect 

who will already have been resurrected during the first resurrection at Messiah’s return, will be 

brought back to life during the period of judgment. The multitude of people will experience the 

great White Throne Judgment which will last at least 100 years, as we read from Isaiah 65: 17 – 20, 

as follows: “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind (this will happen after the millennium as may be seen from 

Revelation 21). (18) But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create: for behold, I create Jerusalem 

for rejoicing, and her people for gladness. (19) I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in My 

people; and there will no longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying. (20) 

No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live 

out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred and one who does not reach the age 

of one hundred shall be thought accursed.”  It will be during this time that the Scriptures will be 

opened to the minds of all mankind, when they will learn the truth, without Satan’s interference, as 

witnessed in Isaiah 25: 7 – 9, in this way:  ‘And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering 

which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all the nations. (8) He will swallow 

up death at all time (this will only happen after the Great White Throne judgment spoken about in 

Revelation 20: 14), and YHVH Elohim will wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the 

reproach of His people from all the earth; for YHVH has spoken.  (9) And it will be said in that day, 

“Behold, this is our Elohim for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is YHVH for who 

we have waited; let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation (Yahshua).’  This is when the books 

spoken about in Revelation 20: 12, i.e. the books of the Scriptures (Bible) will be opened to the 

minds of those in the second resurrection. 

We see further from Psalm 102: 12 – 16, that (YHVH)’s name shall be great at that time and that the 

nations will have respect for His name, as follows: “But Thou, O YHVH, dost abide forever; and Thy 

name to all generations. (13) Thou wilt arise and have compassion on Zion; for it is time to be 

gracious to her, for the appointed time has come. (14) Surely Thy servants find pleasure in her 

stones, and feel pity for her dust. (15) So the nations will fear the name of YHVH, and all the kings 

of the earth Thy glory. (16) For YHVH has built up Zion; He has appeared in His glory.”  These truths 

to be found throughout the Scriptures show that during this coming age of judgment all the innocent 

together with the wicked shall come to know Elohim’s Set-apart Name. All people from whatever 

national family or from whatever historical time will be given their opportunity to find the salvation 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 82 
 

of YHVH. They shall at that time receive the only key to salvation11. No one who is innocent shall be 

lost; they will obey YHVH and His Torah and will both use and honor His Set-apart Name. 

 However, those who remain rebellious until the end will not trust and obey YHVH and His Set-apart 

Name. They will even at that time speak against Elohim’s Set-apart Name and Spirit, which has the 

power to change them into spirit born sons and daughters of Elohim. By rejecting the Set-apart 

Spirit, which the Father sends in Yahshua’s name (as witnessed in John 14: 2612), the wicked will find 

themselves unable to truly repent, thereby committing the unpardonable sin, as Yahshua explained 

in Matthew 12: 30 – 32, saying: “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather 

with Me scatters. (31) Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but 

blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. (32) And whoever shall speak a word against 

the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Set-apart Spirit, it 

shall not be forgiven him, either in this age, or the age to come.” 

 In fact the wicked will not realize that the Father has put a time limit on all mankind to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. Once the arrival of this time limit is reached – and having been given all 

knowledge – the wicked will find themselves unable to come to repentance. It is as Isaiah witnessed 

in the last part of Isaiah 10: 22, in this way: ‘A destruction is determined, overflowing with 

righteousness.’ The wicked will not believe that there is a time limit during which we need to come 

to repentance. After that time limit it will be too late for repentance or to call on Elohim’s Set-apart 

Name, as we read from Malachi 4: 1 – 3, as follows: ‘“For behold, the day is coming, burning like  

furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set 

them ablaze.” Says YHVH of hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” (2) But for 

you who fear My name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go 

forth and skip about like calves from the stall. (3) And you will tread down the wicked, for they 

shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing,” says YHVH of hosts.’ 

This prophecy shows undoubtedly that those honoring (YHVH)’s name will be saved, whilst the 

wicked will be burnt to ashes. 

It is important that the period of judgment be understood separately from this present age. During 

this age YHVH is only calling a few people to become first fruits and be resurrected during the first 

resurrection at Messiah’s return, as witnessed in James 1: 18, in this way: ‘In the exercise of His will 

He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His 

creatures.’  As first fruits to be born again as resurrected children of Elohim, at Messiah’s return, we 

are set upon a lonely narrow road, as Yahshua warned in Matthew 7: 13 & 14, saying: “Enter by the 

narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are 

those who enter by it. (14) For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few 

are those who find it.” A second witness to this comes from Luke 13; 23 – 27, as follows: ‘And 

someone said to Him, “Master, are there just a few who are being saved?” and He said to them, 

                                                           
11

 The key to salvation is given in Acts 2: 38 by Rav Kepha saying: “Repent, and let each of you be immersed in 
the name of Yahshua Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Set-apart 
Spirit,” and Rav Shaul saying in Romans 8: 11: “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Yahshua from the dead 
dwells in you, He who raised Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit who indwells you.” 
12

 John 14: 26, “But the Helper, the Set-apart Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 
all things, and bring to your remembrance all the I (Yahshua) said to you.”  
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(24) “Strive to enter by the narrow door, for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 

(25) Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside, and 

knock on the door, saying, ‘Master, open up to us!’ then He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not 

know where you are from.’ (26) Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, 

and You taught in our streets’; (27) and He will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you are from; 

DEPART FROM ME, ALL YOU EVILDOERS.’” 

Rav Shaul explained in 1 Corinthians 1: 26 – 29, that the ones called out of the world at this time will 

also not be able to boast that they were called to be first fruits unto YHVH, because they were  the 

greatest of the human species, in this way: ‘For consider your calling brethren, that there were not 

many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; (27) but Elohim has chosen 

the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and Elohim has chosen the weak things of the 

world to shame the things that are strong, (28) and the base things of the world and the despised, 

Elohim has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, (29) that no 

man should boast before Elohim.’ However, YHVH does not want us to remain in the condition in 

which He called us. No, we are expected to grow in grace and knowledge of the Master, as we read 

from 2 Peter 3: 13 – 18, as follows: ‘but according to His promise we are looking for a new heavens 

and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. (14)  Therefore, beloved, since you look for these 

things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, (15) and regard the 

patience of our Master to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Shaul, according to the 

wisdom given him, wrote to you, (16) as also is all his letters speaking in them of these things, in 

which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort , as they do 

also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. (17) You therefore, beloved knowing this 

beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall 

from your own steadfastness, (18) but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Master and Savior 

Yahshua Messiah. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amein.’ 

There is a very good reason why the wicked will not be found calling upon the Set-apart Name to 

save themselves when those in the first resurrection will receive salvation, namely that they will be 

too busy persecuting and killing Elohim’s elect. The wicked see no reason to obey Elohim’s 

commandments, nor do they want to suffer persecution and death for a name for which they hold 

no value.  When they will eventually come to realize that they were wrong, they will have been party 

to (be it directly or indirectly) persecuting and killing some of the elect. Yahshua the Messiah would 

have returned by then, and would have resurrected His elect.  The willingness of the elect to 

sacrifice their lives for YHVH and His Set-apart Name shall be the factor that separates them from 

the rest of mankind. Only a few workmen are selected for their endurance in Elohim’s way, and that 

endurance will be tested by persecution.  

Yes, the persecution of Elohim’s elect is documented in both the Tanach and the Renewed Covenant. 

Let’s therefore turn to the Psalms to read about this prophesied persecution that will end in death. 

Most of the Psalms prophesied about the persecution of the elect and their final victory over the 

wicked. In fact Psalm 22 prophesied about Yahshua’s last words before his death, pointing to His 

own persecution, death and resurrection, as well as the resurrection of His elect and finally the 

resurrection of those or ‘he who cannot keep his soul alive’, meaning those who did not even know 

Him.  
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We begin reading about the persecution of Elohim’s elect, from Psalm 44: 22, ‘But for Thy sake we 

are killed all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ Next we read from Psalm 37: 

14 & 32: ‘The wicked have drawn the sword and bent their bow, to cast down the afflicted and the 

needy, to slay those who are upright in conduct. (32) The wicked spies upon the righteous, and 

seeks to kill him.’  Continuing in Psalm 71: 10 & 11, we read: ‘For my enemies have spoken against 

me; and those who watch for my life have consulted together, (11) saying, “Elohim has forsaken 

him; pursue and seize him, for there is no one to deliver (in essence denying the existence of a 

deliverer).”’ Psalm 109: 2 – 5, tells of those who witnessed about Elohim’s way to the wicked, in this 

way: ‘For they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth against me; they have spoken against 

me with a lying tongue. (3) They have surrounded me with words of hatred, and fought against me 

without cause. (4) In return for my love they act as my accusers; but I am in prayer. (5) Thus they 

have repaid me evil for good, and hatred for my love.’   

We read the prophetic words to be uttered by the elect during the coming persecution from Psalm 

119: 67, 115, 153, 157, 160 & 176, as follows: “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep 

Thy word. (115) Depart from me, evildoers, that I may observe the commandments of my Elohim. 

(153) Look upon my affliction and rescue me, for I do not forget Thy law. (157) Many are my 

persecutors and my adversaries, yet I do not turn aside from Thy testimonies. (160) The sum of Thy 

word is truth, and every one of Thy righteous ordinances is everlasting. (176) I have gone astray 

like a lost sheep; seek Thy servant, for I do not forget Thy commandments.”  This Psalm is clearly 

about the elect and the writer shows YHVH is fully aware of their foolishness and sin. The Psalm also 

tells us, that even though the elect have also sinned, they will repent and remain faithful to Elohim 

and His ways.  Similar to the way in which a father corrects his son, so YHVH corrects his people. 

Zechariah 13: 9 tells us how Elohim’s called out believers will be brought through fire, as follows: 

“And I will bring the third part through fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is 

tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer them’ I will say, ‘They are My people,’ and 

they will say, ‘YHVH is my Elohim.’”  

The Renewed Covenant also spoke about our coming tribulation in Revelation 14: 12 & 13, ‘Here is 

the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of Elohim and their faith in Yahshua. 

(13) And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Master 

from now on!” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow 

with them.”’ The words ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Master from now on’ is a direct 

reference to the soon coming tribulation of the elect by the anti-Messiah, who will soon now appear 

on the scene. We read further from Revelation 20: 4 about the elect who is definitely prophesied to 

be persecuted unto death in the very near future, as follows: ‘And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 

them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded 

because of the testimony of Yahshua and because of the word of Elohim, and those who had not 

worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon 

their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Messiah for a thousand years.’  

When we are called we are expected to go through severe persecution as Yahshua also warned His 

followers when He was with them, in John 15: 20, saying: “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A 

slave is not greater than His master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they 

kept My word, they will keep yours also.” It is clear therefore that if you are truly a follower of 

Yahshua our Messiah and like Him honor the name of YHVH our Elohim, you are going to be 
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persecuted as sure as your noses on your faces.  However, the reward of being a king and a priest 

under Yahshua during the Millennium and into eternity cannot even be compared to the suffering 

that we are prophesied to go through, as Rav Shaul also testified in Romans 8: 18 - 23, as follows: 

‘For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us. (19) For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the 

revealing of the sons of Elohim. (20) For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, 

but because of Him who subjected it, in hope (21) that the creation itself also will be set free from 

its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of Elohim. (22)  For we know 

that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. (23) And not 

only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.’ Baruch HaShem 

YHVH! 
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Chapter 15: What did the Rabbis of yesteryear have to say about the lost-ten-tribes of Israel? 

Despite the blindness of major parts of Christianity and denials of most Messianic Jews, the Rabbis 

and sages of Judaism of yesteryear had understanding and revelation about the status and 

whereabouts of the so-called lost-ten-tribes of Israel.  In fact these sages understood that the house 

of Israel also known as the lost-ten-tribes, were never lost, and they were fully aware of what had 

become of them. Most of the ancient sages and Rabbis have based their understandings on the 

Scriptures and are therefore considered most valid.  

Almost all of the sages of the Jewish nation had some kind of agreement about the house of Israel, 

also known as Ephraim in the Scriptures.  They know full well that the house of Israel was separated 

from the house of Judah around 921 BCE and remains so to this day.  The Scriptures confirm that 

YHVH has not forgotten Ephraim, as we read from Jeremiah 31: 20, in this way: ‘“Is Ephraim My 

dear son? Is he a delightful child? Indeed, as often as I have spoken against him, I certainly still 

remember him; therefore My heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him,” declares 

YHVH’  

Psalm 80 is a clear call to those who consider themselves true shepherds of Israel, to lead Israel back 

to YHVH, as YHVH Himself does and calls a remnant of the lost-ten-tribes to return to Him, as we 

read from verses 1 – 3, as follows: ‘Oh, give ear, Shepherd of Israel (YHVH or more specifically 

Yahshua as He stated in John 10: 11), Thou who art enthroned above the cherubim, shine forth! (2) 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up Thy power, and come and save us! (3) O 

Elohim, restore us, and cause Thy face to shine upon us, and we will be saved.’   

The Zohar stated that the ten tribes of Israel, is represented by a Tudor Rose of England. In contrast 

the rose amongst the thorns in the Song of Solomon (2: 1), is the full assembly of Israel among the 

nations. The rose of all Israel is said to have 13 petals for the 13 tribes of Israel including the tribe of 

Levi, but the English Tudor Rose only has ten petals. The reason for this is that the British Empire, 

dominated by the tribe of Ephraim, is composed of ten tribes. The Zohar describes the future return 

of the ten tribes together with the three tribes of Judah. Rabbi Eliezer of Pirkei Avot fame stated: 

‘Every prince or great man that arose in Israel, was given the name Ephrati.’ Ephrati is defined as one 

who is an aristocrat or noble man. The Talmud believed that the descendants of the House of 

Ephraim became noble aristocrats. In Talmud Yalkut Shimeoni A77, commenting on First Samuel 1: 

1. Rabbi Raddak states: ‘Ephrati is taken to mean someone from the tribe of Ephraim and of noble 

birth.”  These Rabbis understood that when the House of Joseph was scattered around the world, 

they would turn up in the west as nobles and monarchs. Rabbi David Kimchi who lived during 1157 – 

1236, states in his commentary entitled Radak: ‘in the mountain of Ephraim means greatness and 

importance.”  Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi states: ‘Ephraim means those who dwell in the palace, or an 

extremely noble person living in Mt. Ephraim.’ Nowhere is this truth found more than in the former 

British Empire and her colonies, where the class of nobility is separated from the commoners to this 

day.  

The Talmud states in Yebamot 17 B, that the ten tribes of scattered Israel in their places of exile, are 

legally ‘gentiles’ for all intents and purposes as far as keeping Torah and halacha  is concerned. The 

traditional Rabbinical understanding stands in direct opposition to much of Messianic Judaism, who 

swears by heaven that saved gentiles returning to the Sukkah of David (Acts 15: 19), cannot possibly 

be lost Israelites. This pontification is in direct contrast to Yebamot 17 B which gives us insight into 
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the consensus of the traditional Jewish Rabbis.  The Rabbis understood that Isaiah 49 was a clear 

reference to the location of the ten tribes of Israel. In Isaiah 49: 1, YHVH addresses the isles and the 

people of Israel far away. These are the isles of the Atlantic Ocean, i.e. Britain, the coastland of 

Europe and North America. In Isaiah 49: 5 we read that Messiah would be formed (born) primarily to 

‘bring Jacob back’, as follows: ‘And now says YHVH, who formed Me from the womb to be His 

Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, in order that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am 

honored in the sight of YHVH, and My Elohim in My strength).’ In agreement with Micah 5: 2, and 

verse 6 of Isaiah 49 states about Yahshua:  ‘He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My 

Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the preserved ones (or Notsrim13) of Israel; I will 

make you a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”’ This is in 

fact confirmed by Yahshua Himself in Matthew 15: 24, in this way: “I was sent only to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel.” According to the Jewish sages, the phrase ‘end of the earth’ in verse 6 means 

all the peoples who dwell in the geographical extremities of the continental land masses, furthest 

away from Jerusalem, which is considered to be the center of the earth.  

In fact this is confirmed by Rav Shaul in Ephesians 2: 17 – 19, where he refers to those returning 

from ‘FAR AWAY’ from Jerusalem (us from the lost-ten-tribes living at the ends of the earth) to 

“THOSE WHO WERE NEAR’ to Jerusalem (meaning the Jews occupying the Land of Israel since 1948). 

The term ‘far away’ used by Rav Shaul is not as commonly taught in Christianity, referring to 

gentiles, but rather it is and has always been a phrase used for scattered Israel amongst the gentile 

nations of the world. In Isaiah 49: 8 & 9, the same is said of Elohim to be given to the people of Israel 

as a covenant of the people. The ancient rabbis understood this to mean, that Messiah would 

restore the earth by causing the ‘covenant people’ of Israel to inherit the worlds desolate heritages. 

Through colonization, the people of Northwest Europe, namely the British Empire and other races of 

Israel (Denmark, Ireland, France, the Nederland, Spain, etc.) would inherit the former desolate 

heritages such as Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and North America.     

The midrashim Numbers Rabah 1: 6, Eicah Rabah 2: 9 (Jerusalem Sanhedrin 17: 6: 29) on Isaiah 49: 9 

– 11 comment as follows: ‘Rabbi Beracahiah and Rabbi Chelbo, in the name of Rabbi Shmuel Bar 

Nachman said: “To three places was Israel (Ephraim) exiled. One is beyond the Sambation River, one 

to Daphneh of Antioch and one where the clouds came down and covered them. In the same way the 

tribes east of the Jordan River were also exiled to three places (Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh).  

How do we know this? Isaiah 49: 9 says ‘to those who are bound, “Go forth”’, these are the ones 

exiled beyond Sambation.  Isaiah 49: 9 further says ‘to those who are in darkness, “show 

yourselves”’; they are those whom the cloud covered.  The ones of which verse  9 says:  ‘along the 

roads they will feed and their pasture will be on all bare heights’ are the ones exiled to Daphne of 

Antioch. 

We see from Hosea 11: 9 & 10, when Ephraim learns to follow YHVH again, they will roar like a lion – 

because they will learn from the lion of Judah how to roar again. They roar as a verbal sign of the 

end of their exile. When Ephraim roars, the sons of Israel ‘will come trembling from the west’ back to 

the promised land in the Middle East.  Hosea 12: 1 states that Ephraim followed an east wind in their 

rebellion, and settled directly west from Jerusalem.  According to Hosea 6: 2 the house of Israel will 

return two days (or two thousand years) after Messiah’s first appearance, so that they may be raised 
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again to life. The commencement of the third day is destined to bring them renewed life in Messiah, 

when He is about to return to earth. Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchazki) who lived in France during the 

11th century commented on Hosea 6: 2, saying that Ephraim will return in the days of the building of 

the third temple. Once the physical third temple is built, the floodgates of Ephraim’s immigration will 

spill over from tiny modern Israel, into the greater Israel, promised to the patriarchs, as we read 

from Zechariah 10: 1014. These days are very near! 

Isaiah 49: 12 talks about Israelites coming from afar; from the north and from the west and from the 

land of Sinim. According to Rashi and the Aramaic translation of verse 12, is the land of the south. 

The land furthest away and furthest south is Australia. In fact the Latin Vulgate translation of the 

Scriptures by Jerome, the word in verse 12 in place of Sinim is Australi, or Australia in English. Israel 

is commanded in verses 13 & 14 to sing songs of Zion and give up their old refrain: ‘YHVH has 

forsaken me and YHVH has forgotten me.’ YHVH tells us in verse 15 that He will definitely not forget 

us, and reminds us in verse 16, saying: “Behold I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands.”  

YHVH reminds the scattered sheep of the House of Israel to look at the nail scarred hands of Messiah 

and realize that we are not forgotten or lost. In verse 18 YHVH tells Yahshua to put the re-gathering 

of Ephraim as an ornament of His remarriage to His people.  In verses 19 – 21 we see a major role 

reversal. In Messiah’s days, we see Ephraim’s oppressors and captors being tormented with global 

dispersion never to be re-gathered, while Ephraim has been re-gathered back to the land of their 

former destruction. Verse 20 of Isaiah 49 shows that returning Ephraim will be so numerous, that 

the land of Israel as it appears today will not have enough room to contain the children of Israel. In 

verses 21 the people of Ephraim are amazed that their brethren have not only survived, but have 

multiplied and are prosperous. 

It is amazing that the rabbis of old understood these verses clearly, but messianic Judaism does not. 

It is clear that Isaiah knew this when he wrote about both houses stumbling through partial 

blindness (as explained in Isaiah 8: 14 and in Romans 11: 25. Rabbi Bar Shalom compares Isaiah 49: 

21 with Genesis 48: 8, where the patriarch Israel turns to Joseph and asks (about Ephraim and 

Manasseh) saying: WHO ARE THESE? Rabbi Bar Shalom is saying by implication that (saved) Judah, 

will not recognize Ephraim and Manasseh, in much the same manner that Israel the patriarch, the 

first Israelite, failed to recognize his grandchildren. 

According to Isaiah 11: 11 we read: “Then it will happen on that day that YHVH will again recover 

the second time with His hand the remnant of His people who will remain, from Assyria, Egypt, 

Pathros, Cush (the whites living in Africa and Israelites who were intermixed with the indigenous 

people of Africa), Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and from the island of the sea.” Rabbi Abba understood 

that the first time YHVH would call Israel back home to the Promised Land, it would be Jewish Israel. 

The second call would be to Ephraim. Isaiah 11: 12 & 13 states that the restoration of the house of 

Judah is simultaneous to that of the house of Israel. Zechariah 10: 6 –12 speaks of Israel’s 

simultaneous return of both Judah and Israel, who will be re-united and restored as one. Zechariah 

6: 15 tells us:  ‘“And those who are far off will come and build the temple of YHVH” Then you will 

know that YHVH of hosts has sent me to you. And it will take place, if you completely obey YHVH 

your Elohim.’  What is fascinating is that later in the same verse the Zohar states that ‘they will 
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 Zechariah 10: 10, ‘I will bring them back from the land of Egypt, and gather then from Assyria; and I will 
bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, until no room can be found for them.’ 
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divide from each other’, meaning that that some of the anti-Semitic believing Israelites will 

voluntarily separate from returning Israel, not wanting any part of it and its covenant of 

circumcision. In other words, though some believers have the scriptural opportunity to return as 

legitimate saved citizens of the Commonwealth of Israel, they will disobey YHVH voluntarily (because 

of poor teaching and anti-Semitism) and separate themselves from Israel, even though YHVH 

continues to view them as Israel.  

This is perhaps why we read from Ezekiel 20: 34 – 37, “And I shall bring you out from the peoples 

and gather you from the lands where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and with an 

outstretched arm and with wrath poured out; (35) and I shall bring you into the wilderness of the 

peoples, and there I shall enter into judgment with you face to face. (36) As I entered into 

judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment 

with you,” declares YHVH Elohim. (37) And I shall make you pass under the rod, and I shall bring 

you into the bond of the covenant; (38) and I shall purge from you the rebels and those who 

transgress against Me; I shall bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they will not 

enter the land of Israel. Thus you will know that I am YHVH.” Much of this separation was 

Ephraim’s desire to replace brother Judah as the only Israel of Elohim and to avoid living in harmony 

with him.  On the other hand the separation will also be as a result of Messianic Jewish ‘blindness’ 

not to recognize the lost-ten tribes of Israel, as equals before Elohim. 

Messianic Judaism is too stubborn to take their heads out of the sand to acknowledge the two house 

truth given throughout the Scriptures. Instead they perpetuate their lie by their false report entitled:  

“The Reunion that took place in the Village of Anatevkah in the days of King Josiah.”  The Josiah 

Revival was primarily a Jewish revival with all Israel represented, but definitely not in full attendance 

(Second Chronicles 35: 17 & 18). The Ephraimites who did not live in the land, but who attended, 

were in fact Scythians from the north who did not eat pig, loathed idolatry, kept the Sabbath and 

other Israelite customs. YHVH spoke about these Scythians or exiled Israelites 150 years after their 

exile through Jeremiah in chapter 3: 11 & 12, saying that the House of Israel, though backslidden, 

was doing better (at that time) than Judah 70 years after the King Josiah Revival. In Jeremiah 3: 12, 

YHVH tells these Scythians to return fully and receive full grace. He gave Jeremiah an inspired word 

for exiled Israel 150 years after they supposedly disappeared, or 70 years after they supposedly 

rejoined Judah according to the Messianic theory. Josephus the Jewish historian who was a 

contemporary of Yahshua the Messiah wrote: ‘The ten tribes are beyond the Euphrates River till now 

(just after Messiah’s time) and are an immense multitude, not to be estimated in number’. From this 

we learn that the supposed reconstitution of all Israel under the Josiah Revival around 600 BCE is a 

complete religious myth propagated by Messianic Jews who would rather wish the existence of 

Ephraim away. According to Josephus the ten tribes were still in exile, 600 years after the King Josiah 

Revival.  

These sons of Isaac (Scythians), while defeating Assyria and Persia in major battles (600BCE), left 

Judah intact because of their recognition that Judah was their tribal brother. These Scythians were 

the same ones joining King Josiah for Passover. None of the original Israelites of the north remained 

in the land as witnessed in Second Kings 17: 18. Therefore the Ephraimites mentioned in Second 

Chronicles 35: 17 & 18 were returning Israelites who had become known as Scythians. With this in 

mind, there is no contradiction between aforementioned verses and Second Kings 17: 18 in which 

YHVH did not allow any Israelites in northern Israel to avoid exile. So we see clearly that the 
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relatively few Ephraimites in King Josiah’s revival were simply returning Scythians. Rav Shaul 

recognized the Scythians as lost Israelites in Colossians 3: 11, where he contrasted them with 

barbarians. The Greek word barbarian as used in Colossians 3, means foreigners when it came to the 

Jewish people.  

The great and brilliant 19th century Hebrew Christian scholar, Alfred Edersheim wrote: “The great 

mass of the ten tribes WAS IN THE DAYS OF MESSIAH, AS OUR OWN, LOST TO THE HEBREW 

NATION.” Edersheim’s comment reinforces the truth that the final two-stick union did not take place 

in the days of or prior to Messiah Yahshua. Edersheim further stated: “as regards to the ten tribes, 

there is this truth underlying – that as their persistent apostasy from the Elohim of Israel and His 

worship had cut them off from His people, so the fulfillment of the Divine promises to them in the 

latter days, would imply as it were a second birth, to make them once more Israel!’ Edersheim’s 

explanation clarifies why Yahshua said you must be born again to gain entry into the United Israel or 

Kingdom of Elohim.   

Instead of considering the House of Joseph as the enemy, Messianic Jews should look at him as our 

patriarchal father Jacob did. According to Rabbi Schmuel Ben Nachmani, it made a major difference. 

In Talmud Baba Batra 123: B, Rabbi Schmuel said: ‘Jacob our forefather saw that the seed of Esau is 

not destined to be delivered into the hands of anyone (including Judah), save Joseph, as it says in 

Obadiah 1: 18: “The House of Jacob shall be a fire and the House of Joseph a flame and the house 

of Esau for stubble.” Obadiah 2: 18 & 19 and Isaiah 11: 14 & 15 teach in the simplest possible terms, 

that the Jewish people will never ever conquer the Palestinians, Arabs, Edomites and sons of Esau, 

until they are united with one heart, one spirit and one accord, into one army, through the 

reconciliation of Jewish Israel with non-Jewish Israel.  

Islam cannot stand against a united Israel, because greater is He that is in us, than he who is in the 

world. According to Yair Davidy, Germany consider the ten lost tribes to be part of their apocalyptic 

enemies, all the while embracing the sons of Esau. With a united Israel the problems of the Middle 

East will come to an end. Isaiah 11: 14 in its literal translation reads: ‘They shall fly the philistines 

away westward!’ Those Messianic Jews who refuse to recognize us as Ephraim and those 

Assemblies/Congregations of YHVH and like-minded believers who do not want to accept numerous 

Scriptural witnesses that Judah is (YHVH)’s Lawgiver are postponing the inevitable unification of all 

Israel. Yair Davidy explains that the sages taught that Obadiah 1: 20 was best translated as follows: 

“This fist exile (of the ten tribes), would reach from the land of Cannanites (Germany), to Zarapheth 

(France and Britain).” The Hebrew word in Obadiah 1: 20 translated as host, is better understood as 

first. The first exiled Ephraimites, were positioned to go into Europe through the land known today 

as Germany, to France and to Great Britain. Historically this is exactly what transpired. This was the 

belief of the great Don Isaac Ben Yehudah Arabanel  ( 1437 – 1508) the great Spanish Jew, who stood 

up to the King during the Spanish Inquisition. 

In a similar startling admission Don Isaac Abarbanel admits to thousands of Ephraimites being in 

pain, because of their punishment of living like gentiles among gentiles wrote: ‘And maybe the 

intention is too, that those children of Israel who completely left religion (Hebraic), due to the weight 

of troubles and persecutions, remain is Spain in their thousands and Tens of Thousands 

(Deuteronomy 33: 17 & 18), in huge communities. They shall return and request the lord Elohim.” 
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Abarbanel echoes the same commentary in another potion of his work, on the book of First Kings 17: 

9, where he insists that Zarapheth includes France and Great Britain.   

Another identifying mark of Ephraim/Israel according to the sages of Israel is that in the last days 

returning Israel will unfortunately have certain pagan characteristics. According to Isaiah 66: 17, 

there are biological Israelites who separate themselves from Israel into a separate people. They are 

characterized by a disdain for things Kosher and Torah (verse 18) and the general dislike of Jews. 

Despite this perversion of Torah, YHVH declared in Isaiah 66: 18, that He will reveal His glory to them 

by sheer grace. This already happened when Yahshua first came to the earth, when He reaffirmed 

that He came to save only those who are lost. Today as may be seen from Yair Davidy’s book 

entitled: “The Tribes” Jewish Rabbis in Israel, like the rabbis from ancient times know the identity of 

the so-called lost-ten-tribes of Israel. Why then do Messianic Jews continue to deny these facts?  

How long will they and those rebels who do not want to accept Judah as Elohim’s lawgiver going to 

persist with their deception? Instead let us work with those who truly seek to unite the two houses 

of Israel. Let’s also continue to pray for Elohim’s Kingdom to be established on earth, as it is in 

heaven, when we will be united despite of those who are working against it.  

 

Even though papers like this appeared a number of years ago, the time was not right for it, and 

people did not care to do anything about it. The economy was booming at the time and things could 

not look better. When Herbert W Armstrong of the now defunct World-wide Church of G-d wrote 

about the two houses of Israel in the 1970’s, no one believed him. He also wrote about the calamity 

that would soon befall the Israelite nations of the world, but nobody listened to him.  Today, since 

2009 those predictions have come home to roost and the Israelite nations are in real trouble. Now, 

some are beginning to notice. But many of those waking up are even now planning to do it on their 

own. Israel does not want to acknowledge Judah as having Elohim’s oracles, and Messianic Judah, 

refuses to recognize the two house truth.  My fellow Israelites this is only the beginning of the 

troubles soon to befall especially the Israelite nations and those of us exiled in former 

commonwealth nations. It is time for us to study the Scriptures with understanding and draw near to 

YHVH. It is time that we realize we are Israel and that our real neighbor is Judah. It is time we obey 

the two greatest commandments; i.e. To love YHVH our Elohim with all our heart (believe system) 

and soul (our life), and our neighbor as ourselves; realizing that as Israel our real neighbor is either 

Judah or in their case us (the lost-ten-tribes of Israel).   Think about It! 
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Chapter 16: Trusting in the promises. 

Most Rabbis agree that the entire revelation of Elohim’s truth is encapsulated in Torah. Even 

doctrines about the Messiah appear in texts such as Numbers 24: 17 and Genesis 49: 10. The Torah 

is the most essential and fundamental revelation ever given to human kind. It remains true that if a 

particular doctrine or teaching is not found in the Torah, at least at an intimated level; then it is to be 

rejected. That is why it is so essential that we study the regular cycle of Torah readings followed by 

most Jews worldwide. Regular Torah study is good intellectual and spiritual discipline and provides a 

solid foundation for further Scriptural studies. 

The book of Genesis or ‘beginnings’ is the most fundamental and basic book in the Scriptures. 

Genesis deals with the beginnings, or origins of everything, the universe, human history, and 

Elohim’s redemptive plan. Because it also deals with the restoration of the two houses of Israel and 

the implication of the re-gathering for the entire world, our lesson today will focus primarily on the 

message of the restoration of all Israel. The point is that we should be able to find the roots of this 

teaching within Torah, if it does indeed have a solid Scriptural foundation.  My purpose therefore is 

to clearly demonstrate that the fundamental message of United Israel is established firmly in the 

Torah and particularly in the book of Genesis.  

Let’s turn to the book of Genesis to find out what was promised to our father Abraham. In Genesis 

12, when Abram first heard from YHVH, at age 75, he is told to leave Haran in northern 

Mesopotamia and go south to what was then known as the land of Canaan. Reading from Genesis 

12: 1 -3 we see that Abram was given seven promises by YHVH, as follows:  ‘Now YHVH said to 

Abram, “Go from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land 

which I will show you;  (2) And I will make you a great nation (goy), (3) and I will bless you and 

make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the 

one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”’ This is 

where we find the beginning of what is called the ‘Seed’ and ‘soil’ promises. In other words, the plan 

of redemption, which Elohim inaugurates through Abraham, and involves two basic components – 

the promise of offspring and the promise of land. 

Immediately after Abram’s arrival in the land of Canaan, YHVH appears to him a second time and say 

to him in verse 7 of Genesis 12, “To your descendants I will give this land.” Again YHVH summarizes 

the two indispensable components of the Redemptive Plan through Abram. It is to involve a specific 

group of his lineal descendants and their strategic possession of a specific land. As may be read 

through the subsequent chapters of Genesis which is a chronicle of the life of Abram, Elohim 

continues to appear to him over a period of 25 years, and repeatedly confirms these promises to 

Abraham. The two essential elements, namely offspring and land, come through with undeniable 

clarity.  Even though the other children of Abraham are also to be blessed, the offspring who are to 

fulfill these initial seven promises are to come through Isaac, born by his wife Sarah, as we read from 

Genesis 17: 15 – 19, in this way: ‘Then Elohim Said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall 

not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. (16) And I will bless her, and indeed I will give 

you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall 

come from her.” (17) Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child 

be born to a man one hundred years old?  And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 

(18) And Abraham said to Elohim, “Oh that Ishmael might live before thee!” (19) But Elohim said, 
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“No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish 

My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.”’  

These descendants through Isaac are to become ‘as the dust of the earth’, as recorded in Genesis 13: 

16; ‘as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore’ as recorded in Genesis 22: 

17. Indeed Abraham’s offspring are to become so many that Abraham is properly called not only the 

father of a great nation, but the father of MANY nations. These promises are repeated, first to Isaac, 

and later to Jacob, who receives both the birthright and the blessing, as we read from Genesis 26: 3 

– 5, as follows:  “Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your 

descendants I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father 

Abraham. (4) And I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your 

descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 

(5) because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My 

laws.” Moreover, the specific language and terminology used, especially to Jacob is more 

interesting. The first time YHVH appeared to Jacob in a dream, He gave him the astounding promise 

recorded in Genesis 28: 13 & 14, saying: “I am YHVH, the Elohim of your father Abraham and the 

Elohim of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. (14) Your 

descendants shall also be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread out to the west and to the 

east and to the north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of 

the earth be blessed.” 

Years later, when his name has been changed to Israel, Elohim told him more specifically in Genesis 

35: 11, saying: “I am Elohim Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company (assembly) 

of nations (qahal amin) shall come from you.”  It is clear from these passages that the Hebrew terms 

for people (am) and nation (goy) are being used interchangeably. Whether the term ‘nation’ or 

‘people’, the descendants of Abraham, through Isaac, are to become an actual Assembly of peoples. 

This is more than simply a tribal designation as can be seen from a comparison of the language used 

for the descendants of Ishmael and Esau, who are both of the seed of Abraham but not part of this 

‘seed’ and ‘soil’ promise. Ishmael is to become a great nation (singular) but never is it said that he 

would comprise ‘many’ nations or an ‘assembly’ of peoples. Of course Ishmael became the father of 

the entire Arabian people, made up of many tribes, but still spoken of as one nation. Esau’s 

descendants, who are listed in Genesis 36, are likewise seen as one people, the Edomites, despite 

their many tribal divisions. The Hebrew word translated ‘assembly’ (transliterated as ‘qahal’) literally 

carries the notion of a large group or confederation of many nations.  

However, the most common way people have understood this language is in reference to the twelve 

tribes of Israel, descended from the twelve sons of Jacob. But, close attention to the words Jacob 

himself used when he blessed the two sons of Joseph, immediately prior to his death at age 147, 

indicates otherwise. It appears that the ‘multiplicity’ of Abraham’s seed will be realized in particular 

through these two sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh. First, he reminds his son Joseph that 

YHVH had promised him years earlier that he, Israel, would become ‘a Company (or Assembly) of 

people’ in Genesis 48: 4. Jacob then blessed his two grandsons, asking that ‘they grow into a 

multitude in the midst of the earth.’  Jacob then says that while the firstborn, Manasseh would 

become a ‘great people,’ that his younger brother Ephraim would actually become even greater as 

witnessed in Genesis 48: 19, saying to Joseph: “I Know, my son, I know; he also shall become a 
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people and he also shall be great. However, His younger brother shall be greater than he, and his 

descendants shall become a multitude of nations.” 

This special status of the tribes of Joseph is reflected in the subsequent blessings which the 

patriarch, Israel, pronounces upon the twelve tribes on his deathbed. Even though each of the sons 

of Jacob received his rightful portion, Joseph clearly was singled out by the most extraordinary 

language, as we read from Genesis 49: 22 – 26, in this way: “Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful 

bough by a spring; its branches run over a wall. (23) The archers bitterly attacked him, and shot at 

him and harassed him; (24) But his bow remained firm, and his arms were agile, from the hands of 

the Mighty One of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), (25) From the Elohim of 

your father who helps you, and by the Almighty who blesses you with blessings of heaven above, 

blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the womb. (26) The 

blessings of your father have surpassed the blessings of my ancestors up to the utmost bound of 

the everlasting hills; may they be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of the one 

distinguished among his brothers.” 

Reuben was the firstborn of Jacob and legally the birthright should have gone to him, but like Esau 

he lost this privilege, and the birthright was passed onto Joseph, as witnessed in First Chronicles 5: 2, 

as follows: ‘Though Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came the leader (as far as 

religious matters are concerned); yet the birthright belonged to Joseph.’  Years later, when Moses 

blesses the twelve tribes before his death, Joseph again is clearly singled out for the most abundant 

blessings, as recorded in Deuteronomy 33: 13 – 17, as follows: ‘And of Joseph he said, “Blessed of 

YHVH be his land, with the choice things of heaven, with the dew, and from the deep lying 

beneath, (14) And with the choice yield of the sun, and with the choice produce of the months. (15) 

And with the best things of the ancient mountains, and with the choice things of the everlasting 

hills, (16) And with the choice things of the earth and its fullness, and the favor of Him who dwelt 

in the bush. Let it come to the head of Joseph, and to the crown of the head of the one 

distinguished among his brothers. (17)  As the first-born of his ox, majesty is his, and his horns are 

the horns of the wild ox; with them he shall push the peoples, all at once, to the ends of the earth. 

And those are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and those are the thousands of Manasseh.” 

An important element to note about the blessings of the various tribes, and especially upon the 

tribes of Joseph, is their eschatological character, that is, they are to be realized primarily ‘in the last 

days’ as is recorded in Genesis 49: 1 (KJV). This point cannot be overstressed – to put the fulfillment 

of these promises at some point in the distant past would be to ignore Jacob’s clear and 

unambiguous words concerning when the prophecies were to be fulfilled.  One should expect that 

Joseph’s realization of the full scope of these abundant promises of blessings will be realized in the 

period the Scriptures refer to as ‘in the last days.’  So, although the tribes of Joseph were among the 

largest and most prosperous tribes of ancient Israel, we should expect them to achieve an 

unprecedented level of greatness in the latter times. Moses speaks of these tribes in particular, 

saying: ‘he shall push the peoples, all at once, to the ends of the earth’ which seems to indicate a 

global influence of some scope. 

Taking together, the promises in Genesis regarding the lineal descendants of Abraham through Isaac 

and Jacob are quite extra-ordinary. They indicate clearly that the tribes of Israel and particularly the 

tribes of Joseph, could eventually be described only in the most superlative language - many nations, 
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a multitude of peoples, or an assembly of nations. However, how is one to understand such 

language? Does it merely describe the twelve tribes of Israel in the ancient world from the time of 

Moses through that of Solomon? 

When Rebecca was sent away by her family to marry Isaac, they blessed her saying in Genesis 24: 

60, “May you, our sister, become thousands of ten thousands, and may your descendants possess 

the gate of those who hate them.” Taken literally, this clearly indicates numbers in the millions. Is 

this merely an overstatement, or are we to understand the language with more precision and 

accuracy?  It is true in the Hebrew language the expressions ‘as the sand of the sea’ or ‘as the stars 

of heaven’ are used idiomatically to mean very large numbers , as witnessed in First Kings 4: 29, in 

this way: ‘Now Elohim gave Solomon wisdom and very great discernment and breath of mind, like 

the sand that is on the seashore’ Nevertheless, the Torah is very precise in numbering the tribes of 

Israel in the time of Moses. The count of males over the age of 20, prior to entering the Land is 

recorded to have been a little more than 600,000 as recorded in Numbers 26: 51 – 62. Including 

women and children, this total would surely have been at least three million people.  

Moses declares to this vast assembly in Deuteronomy 1: 10 saying: ‘YHVH your Elohim has 

multiplied you, and behold, you are this day as the stars of heaven for multitude.’ However, 

Moses adds in verse 11 of Deuteronomy 1, saying: ‘May YHVH, the Elohim of your fathers, increase 

you a thousand-fold more than you are, and bless you, just as He has promised you!’ Here we see 

that Moses himself understood the Promises to Abraham to include numbers far in excess of the 

millions which stood before him. Even if one takes this language in the most conservative way, we 

would still end up with as many as hundred millions of descendants of Abraham! That is exactly 

what the prophets show will be the case in the last days. Jews today number about 16 million. They 

descent primarily from the ancient tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi.  Hosea tells us in Hosea 1: 10 

that the northern ten tribes, the lost tribes had been taken into captivity by the Assyrians in the 8th 

century BCE, saying: ‘Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which 

cannot be measured or numbered; and it will come about that, in the place where it is said to 

them, “You are not My people,” it will be said to them, “You are the sons of the living Elohim”’ 

This is an extra-ordinary prophetic text to consider. Those who make light of the message of the 

‘lost Tribes’ and their actual UNION with the Jewish people (Judah) need to take note of Hosea’s 

plain and unambiguous  message. We see here clearly that Judah who never lost their identity as 

Elohim’s chosen Peoples, are completely separate from the Israelites who have lost their identity 

and become like Gentiles. And yet, just as the promises which we surveyed in the book of Genesis 

indicate, it will be precisely lost Israelites, which will be so vast in numbers at the time of their 

Restoration that they cannot even be counted! Even so, the prophet Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 10: 

20 - 22, saying: ‘Now it will come about in that day that the remnant of Israel, and those of the 

house of Jacob who have escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly 

rely on YHVH, the Set-apart One of Israel.  (21) A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the 

mighty Elohim. (22) For though your people, O Israel, may be like the sand of the sea, only a 

remnant within them will return; a destruction is determined, overflowing with righteousness.’ 

Throughout the book of Hosea the prophet repeatedly refers to the northern tribes as ‘Ephraim,’ 

calling them by the name of Joseph’s son, as may be seen in Hosea 5: 5; 7: 1; and 11: 12. According 

to Ezekiel these ‘lost tribes’ are spoken of as being ‘in the hand of Ephraim,’ and thus associated 
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with him. Therefore, Ephraim is to become the dominant tribe in both numbers and influence, 

before the Restoration and Union with the Jewish people in the last days, as also witnessed in 

Ezekiel 37: 21 – 23, as follows: “And say to them. ‘Thus says YHVH Elohim, “Behold, I will take the 

sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every 

side and bring them into their own land; (22) and I will make them one nation in the land, on the 

mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two 

nations, and they will no longer be divided into two kingdoms. (23) And they will no longer defile 

themselves with their idols, or with their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions; 

but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse 

them. And they will be My people, and I will be their Elohim.” 

Finally, the Jewish historian Josephus wrote  the following in his monumental work entitled: ‘The 

Antiquities of the Jews’:- ‘Wherefore there are but two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to Romans, 

while the ten tribes are beyond the Euphrates till now, and are an immense multitude, and not to be 

estimated by numbers.’ Josephus clearly understood that those people known to the Jews, from 

Roman times onward, are from the two tribes of Judah and Levi, while the ten tribes are far 

removed to the north and exist in great, incalculable numbers. Note Josephus did not claim, as 

some modern interpreters do, that the Jewish people somehow ended up including those from the 

ten tribes. He is most clear on this point. Thus we have the combined witness of the promises to 

the Patriarchs, the Hebrew prophets, and Josephus – all agreeing on these essential points.   

Based on the promises of YHVH in both the Torah and the Prophets we are led to expect that the 

tribes of Joseph and his associates would eventually possess great wealth and influence; that they 

would number in the hundreds of millions and yet they would consider themselves to be Gentiles.  

A growing body of evidence, Scriptural, historical, and scientific, allows us to identify the 

descendants of the northern ten tribes with a high level of reliability as I also mention in a recent 

book, entitled: ‘Nazarene Judaism?’ I will send anyone interested in reading the book a free copy in 

PDF or Microsoft Word format, depending on their preference. 
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Chapter 17: The Priesthood of believers in Messiah. 

Rav Kepha in his first letter in 1st Peter 1: 1 & 2, wrote:  ‘Kepha, an apostle of Yahshua Messiah, to 

those (former Israelites) who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 

Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen (2) according to the foreknowledge of Elohim the Father, by the 

sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Yahshua Messiah and be sprinkled with His 

blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.’ The word ‘aliens‘ used in verse 1 is 

translated from the Greek word ‘parepidemos’ which means ‘a people living alongside the heathens’. 

The question is: Who was the nation that was not living in their own country, but alongside the 

heathens of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia in a country known today as modern day 

Turkey? Rav Kepha was in fact writing to Israelites who were not living in their own country any 

longer, but were scattered among the nations of the world. 

Rav Kepha continued to identify these Israelites who were scattered among the nations of the world, 

by later quoting the prophet Hosea in his letter. Kepha is addressing the ones he is writing to ‘as not 

My people’, being a reference to the House of Israel as may be seen from Hosea 1: 10 & 11. He 

continues saying that through the redemptive work of Yahshua Messiah they are now ‘a royal 

priesthood’.  But, we know that Levi was the tribe who was selected to be in the Aaronic priestly 

order. However, it was not the Aaronic priesthood that Rav Kepha was referring to as fulfilling 

Elohim’s call conferred upon the nation as a whole. In fact the prophet Hosea already hinted at this 

priesthood when he wrote in Hosea 5: 1 – 3, saying: ‘Hear this O priests! Give heed, O house of 

Israel! Listen, O house of the king! For the judgment applies to you, for you have been a snare at 

Mizpah, and a net spread out on Tabor. (2) And the revolters have gone deep in depravity, but I 

will chastise all of them. (3) I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from Me; for now, O Ephraim, 

you have played the harlot, Israel has defiled itself.’  Why did Elohim call Israel priests here? 

There was a priestly office in Israel, other than the Levitical priesthood which was mentioned 

immediately prior to the latter priestly order came into being. When ancient Israel arrived at Mount 

Sinai in the third month after leaving Egypt, YHVH said to Moses to tell the house of Jacob and sons 

of Israel in Exodus 19: 4 – 6: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 

you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. (5) Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice 

and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the 

earth is Mine; (6) and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’  Prior to 

descending upon the mountain in the cloud and fire, Elohim told Moses to tell the people of Israel to 

consecrate themselves for two days, so as to enable them to stand before Him and hear His voice. 

On the third day after consecrating themselves for two days, the people gathered around the 

mountain, which Elohim had warned them not to touch.  

Because of mankind’s inherit weakness and tendency to worship that which he sees with his eyes 

and touches with his hands, YHVH send Moses down the mountain a second time to warn the 

people not to touch the mountain, or break through the set boundary. Then YHVH commanded 

Moses to go down again and tell the priests to consecrate themselves as recorded in verse 22 of 

Exodus 19, repeating the charge in verses 24, saying: “Go down and come up again, you and Aaron 

with you; but do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to YHVH, lest He 

break forth upon them.” Who are these priests? To determine who they are, let’s have a look at the 

ordination of the Levitical priests in Numbers 3: 12, where YHVH says to Moses: “Now, behold, I 
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have taken the Levites from among the sons of Israel instead of every first-born, the first issue of 

the womb among the sons of Israel. So the Levites shall be Mine.” The Levites had replaced the 

firstborn’s priestly position. 

Now, let’s go back to the day on which YHVH took the sons of Israel out of Egypt. One of the first 

things that He did, was to take the first-fruit unto Himself, saying in Exodus 13: 2, “Sanctify to Me 

every first-born, the first offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel of both man and beast; 

it belongs to Me.” These firstborn of man and beast did not belong to themselves, rather they 

belonged to YHVH for His work and purposes. They were to be priests unto YHVH that were set-

apart  or Holy for (YHVH)’s use. By Scriptural definition a priest is a firstborn who does not belong to 

himself, but is (YHVH)’s special treasure and possession. After Yahshua our Messiah fulfilled His 

redemptive role as the Lamb that takes away the sins of the world, YHVH began to draw out the 

progeny of Abraham, a first fruit of the New Cosmic order. To fully understand this we need to 

proceed by reading Romans 4: 16, James 1: 1, 18 and Hebrews 2: 16 in succession, as follows: 

 “For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the 

promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also 

to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.”  

 “James, a bond-servant of Elohim and of the Master Yahshua Messiah, to the twelve tribes 

who are dispersed abroad, greetings.” 

  In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it 

were, the first fruits among His creatures.”  

 “For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendants of 

Abraham.”  

The initial outpouring of the Set-apart Spirit upon the disciples on the Feast of Pentecost, the exact 

date upon which YHVH entered into a marriage covenant with ancient Israel, by giving them the Ten 

Commandments under the cover of Mount Sinai, was the beginning or germination of the 

Abrahamic seed which was to grow and become an expression of a priesthood after the order of 

Melchizedek. We read accordingly from Revelation 1: 5 & 6, ‘and from Yahshua Messiah, the 

faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who 

loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood, (6) and He has made us to be a kingdom, 

priests to His Elohim and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amein.’   

Yahshua essentially enacted the new covenant in His blood when He died on the stake and brought 

about the change in the order of the priesthood, as witnessed in Hebrews 7: 11 & 12, in this way: 

‘Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood, what further need was there for another 

priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated according to the order 

of Aaron? (12) For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of Law 

also.’  Whereas the Levites offered the blood of animals for the sins of the people, Yahshua offered 

Himself, as recorded in Hebrew 9: 13 – 15, as follows: ‘For if the blood of goats and bulls and the 

ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 

(14) how much more will the blood of Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 

without blemish to Elohim, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living Elohim? 

(15)  And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death had 
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taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant 

(or priesthood), those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.’ 

We see according to Hebrews 10: 1 - 4, ‘For the (Sacrificial) Law, since it has only a shadow of the 

good things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by 

year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near. (2) Otherwise, would they 

not have ceased to be offered, because the worshippers, having once been cleansed, would no 

longer have had consciousness of sins? (3) But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by 

year. (4) For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.’ The sacrificial laws 

were shadows of Elohim’s redemptive plan for mankind, or as Rav Shaul explained in Galatians 3: 24, 

saying: ‘Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Messiah, that we may be justified by 

faith.’  Once Yahshua became the sacrifice for sin, there was no longer a need for the sacrificial 

system to atone for sin, as witnessed in Hebrews 10: 8 – 12, in this way: ‘After saying (above), 

“SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN THOU HAST 

NOT DESIRED, NOR HAST THOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them” (which are offered according to the 

{sacrificial] Law), (9) then He (Yahshua) said, “BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO THY WILL.” He takes 

away the first (priesthood and its administration of the sacrificial law), in order to establish the 

second (priesthood to the order of Melchizedek). (10) By this will we have been sanctified through 

the offering of the body of Messiah once for all. (11) And every priest stands daily ministering and 

offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; (12) but He, having 

offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF ELOHIM.” 

 

The Aaronic priesthood came to an end on the day that Yahshua died; we read accordingly from 

Isaiah 53: 3 – 6, “He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 

grief; and like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 

(4) Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him 

stricken, smitten of Elohim, and afflicted. (5) But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 

He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastising for our wellbeing fell upon Him, and by His 

scourging we are healed. (6) All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 

way; but YHVH has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.’  We read further about His saving 

deeds for us from Psalm 103: 12, as follows: ‘As far as the east is from the west, so far has He 

removed our transgressions from us.’ It is very interesting to understand that in addition to 

meaning ‘accompaniment’, the name Levi also comes from the root ‘to borrow’ showing or denoting 

a transitory or temporary state. Because of the sin of the golden calf, YHVH ‘borrowed’, or 

temporarily selected the tribe of Levi to replace the first-born priesthood. Note again from Numbers 

3: 12, where YHVH said to Moses: “Sanctify to Me every first-born, the first offspring of every 

womb among the sons of Israel of both man and beast; it belongs to Me”, the connection between 

the first-born and the priesthood; that neither BELONGED TO THEMSELVES. The purpose was to be 

of service to YHVH.  

 

A second look at the transliterated Hebrew word for gospel, namely ‘bsora’, reveals that it shares its 

root with the word ‘meat’ or ‘flesh’.  Therefore, when ‘the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us’ 

(as per John 1: 14) the announcement of grace and truth came to life in Yahshua the Messiah. An 

added dimension to this flesh and blood witness is the restoration of our (earthly) identity as a 

remnant of the lost ten tribes. What a declaration of ‘good news’ of the righteousness of heaven 
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kissing the earth, as witnessed in Psalm 85: 10 & 11, in this way: ‘Lovingkindness and truth have 

met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. (11) Truth springs from the earth; 

and righteousness looks down from heaven.’ What a wonderful and enlightening revelation of 

Elohim’s faithfulness. But, as magnificent as it is, it is only the beginning of our destiny as a 

redeemed chosen race. Within Elohim’s judicial order in the family of man, He has a purpose for 

Israel; His prophesied priestly first-born nation, whom He destined to become His royal priesthood 

here on earth.  

 

But, what does this kingdom of priests look like and how will it function? As already mentioned 

Yahshua became the High Priest of this renewed order of (YHVH)’s coming kingdom on the earth. 

Why renewed? Turning to the first few chapters of the Scriptures, we see that in the beginning 

Elohim set up His kingdom-order on earth.  Adam and Eve had a relationship with the Creator, who 

gave them a position or function to fulfill; in that they were in charge or dominion of the earth, 

while at the same time being under His power and authority. They were functioning in the role of a 

servant-king, providing life and light to the creation, which they received from the Light and Life 

Himself. Yes, they lived in a relationship with the Creator fulfilling a royal priestly role. They were in 

the kingly-priestly position later to become known as the ‘Melchizedek Order’. However, because of 

natural man’s inherent weakness it did not last long. Sin entered in through man’s Elohim-given 

natural inclinations or desires. This desire was given to man by the Creator as a gift, since desire is 

required by mankind in order to have and maintain a relationship with one another and with Elohim. 

 

It was this powerful emotion in its undefiled state that took Yahshua to the crucifixion stake. It is the 

main ingredient of love and man’s will is many times subject to this powerful emotion. However, we 

should not confuse desire with lust, which is from darkness.  It was the perversion of desire, through 

believing Satan’s lie, that caused mankind to turn to the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, as 

explained in 1 John 2: 15 - 17, as follows: ‘Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (16) For all that is in the world, the lust 

of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 

from the world.  (17) And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the 

will of Elohim abides for ever.’ After turning away from Elohim, and essentially having their spiritual 

umbilical cord cut from Life, they remained in their position of dominion over the creation, but now 

devoid of Elohim’s light and (eternal)  life, the creation fell into futility and corruption.  It is for this 

reason that we read from Romans 8: 19 – 22, ‘For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly 

for the revealing of the sons of Elohim. (20) For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 

own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope (21) that the creation itself also will be set 

free from its slavery to corruption unto the freedom of the glory of the children of Elohim. (22) For 

we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.’  

 

The creation is now awaiting the restoration of the firstborn priesthood, who will again walk as a 

living conduit of spiritual life, and as an example to the rest of mankind and creation, how to live 

Elohim’s way of life. This will only happen when the priesthood is re-established and the sons of 

Elohim come boldly before their Father and perform their foreordained priestly duties, which is to 

serve Elohim with all their heart and all their soul. After the fall of man, he fell prey to another 

spiritual power, the order of darkness. Natural man cannot survive on his own; he is totally 

dependent on some sort of spiritual influence.  He will either be subject to his Creator, the Spirit of 
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Light and Life, or the spirit of darkness and death. In Rav Shaul’s explanation to believers in 1 

Corinthians 15: 42 – 44, he says that man as a seed, has no glory in himself, but that he has been 

created to receive glory from that which he worships. If man worships a golden calf, a stone, a star, 

or whatever else he worships, he receives glory from that object, as we read from Romans 1: 21 – 

23, in this way: ‘For even though they knew Elohim, they did not honor Him as Elohim, or give 

thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. (22) 

Professing to be wise, they became fools, (23) and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible Elohim 

for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling 

creatures (created things).’ A second witness comes from Psalm 115: 4 – 8, as follows: ‘Their idols 

are silver and gold, the work of man’s hands. (5) They have mouths, but they cannot speak; they 

have eyes, but they cannot see; (6) They have ears, but they cannot hear; they have noses, but 

they cannot smell; (7) They have hands, but they cannot feel; they have feet, but they cannot 

walk; they cannot make a sound with their throat. (8) Those who make them will become like 

them, everyone who trust in them.’  Those who trust in dead idols will become like their idols.  

 

This is why we read from Isaiah 60: 2, that in the last day “(For behold,) darkness will cover the 

earth, and deep darkness the peoples; but YHVH will rise upon you, and His glory will appear upon 

you.’ Since man’s Elohim-given position as a priest and his inherent desire to worship has at this 

time taken on the lowest form of glory, by the worship of a god of his own design or himself, rather 

than the Creator, these must be the days that Isaiah is speaking about. Mankind was placed into a 

preordained divine order in the creation, or as we read from Hebrews 2: 6 & 7 (quoted from Psalm 

8: 4 – 6), as follows: ‘But one has testified somewhere saying, “WHAT IS MAN THAT THOU 

REMEMBEREST HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU ART CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? (7) THOU 

HAST MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; THOU HAST CROWNED HIM 

WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND HAST APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF THY HANDS.”  But 

mankind has lost his vessel of glory to the spirits of this present darkness.   

 

However, now through the true ‘b’sora’ of Messiah Yahshua, the Israelite believer has been 

transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of Light, as Rav Kepha witnessed in 1 

Peter 2: 9, saying: “But you are a CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE 

FOR ELOHIM’S OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called 

you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” Yes, Elohim’s order for redemption of the universe is 

on the road to fulfillment, but still requires His intervention.  Yahshua our kinsman redeemer came 

to reconcile the present chaos and darkness, in order to put it in its rightful order, so that the 

Kingdom of Life and Light would dispel death and darkness. YHVH has called us, His people Israel, to 

be first fruits in humanity’s restored priesthood.  

 

The Father of Life did not send His Son to the Abrahamic family to die, in order to form some kind of 

new religion among all the other religions of the world. He sent Yahshua so that He might reconcile 

man back to the original relationship with Himself. In this way our worship of Him in spirit and truth 

will fill us again with His glory or light. When Yahshua returns we will again be covered in Light as 

witnessed in 1 John 3: 2 & 3, in this way: ‘Beloved, now we are children of Elohim, and it has not 

appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like him, because 

we shall see Him just as His is. (3) And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, 

just as He is pure.’  Think about it! 
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Chapter 18: What is the way of Cain? 

Rav Shaul warns us about the times we live in, in 2 Timothy 3: 1 – 5, saying: ‘But realize this, that in 

the last days difficult times will come. (2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 

arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, (3) unloving, irreconcilable, 

malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, (4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, 

lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of Elohim; (5) holding to a form of godliness, although they 

have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.’ From reading these verses no one can deny 

that we are in fact living in the last days. 

Even so, we should be mindful of the way in which Rav Yochanan identified those who follow 

Elohim, and those who don’t, saying in 1 John 3:  10 – 16: ‘By this the children of Elohim and the 

children of the devil are obvious; anyone who does not practice righteousness15 is not of Elohim, 

nor the one who does not love his brother. (11) For this is the message which you have heard from 

the beginning, that we should love one another; (12) not as Cain, who was of the evil one, and 

slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his 

brother’s were righteous. (13) Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you. (14) We know that 

we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides 

in death. (15) Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has 

eternal life abiding in him. (16) We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we 

ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.’  Our world is flawed and in deep trouble because 

most of the people who say they believe in the Messiah (the one they call C*h*r*i*s*t*), contradict 

everything he taught and did whilst He was on earth.  In addition, it is necessary to understand that 

the flaws of our world are not a part of its true essence.  All the hatred, anger, destruction, murder 

and rape were not part of the original creation, given that after creating everything, we read from 

Genesis 1: 31, ‘And Elohim saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.’ 

As we look around us in the world today, we cannot say that everything is very good any longer. 

After the fall of man, YHVH took away His light (אור) from mankind and dressed them in skin (עור) 

also meaning darkness that leads to death.  This is why we read from Genesis 3: 17 – 19, ‘Then to 

Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree 

about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground because of 

you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. (18) Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for 

you; and you shall eat the plants of the field; (19) by the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 

you return to the ground, because from it you were taken.’ In their blinded state the first man born 

to eve, Cain did not recognize the image of Elohim the essence of his own being in his brother Abel. 

From the time that Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden, man’s behavior towards 

Elohim and his fellow man deteriorated and waxed from bad to worse. It is in alienation from the 

higher self and other people that cause a feeling of rejection in us. The root of violence is found in 

the unbearable feeling of alienation and rejection.   

                                                           
15

 Righteousness – Meaning obedience to Torah as witnessed in the second part of Psalm 119: 172, in this way: 
‘For all Thy commandments are righteousness.’  
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YHVH chose Israel and gave them His Torah on the 6th of Sivan16, implying both His promise to 

maintain the election and requirement to obey. YHVH gave His Torah to Israel – a Set-apart 

priesthood, thereby betrothing Himself to Israel, as first fruits of the harvest of the nations, as 

witnessed in the first part of Jeremiah 2: 3, in this way: “Israel was Set-apart to YHVH , the first of 

His harvest.” As I mentioned before, the initial outpouring of the Set-apart Spirit upon the disciples 

on the Feast of Pentecost, the exact date upon which YHVH entered into a marriage covenant with 

ancient Israel, by giving them the Ten Commandments under the cover of Mount Sinai, was the 

beginning or germination of the Abrahamic seed which was to grow and become an expression of a 

priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. YHVH gave His Set-apart Spirit – the seed of the Father as 

a deposit of our inheritance of eternal life, as first fruits among His creatures (as per James 1: 18).  

The message of Torah was one of perfection and compassion, and was a call to Israel to be the ones 

who are the healers and repairers of the divide between mankind and Elohim. The Torah was to 

become the tool of social transformation and restoration.  It is in that context that mankind’s 

responsibility to his fellow man must be viewed. We see from Genesis 4: 26 that the children of Seth, 

started calling on the name of YHVH. They like us who follow the way of Elohim are known in the 

Scriptures as the children of Elohim. The children of Cain became more evil with time and we see 

that one of his offspring also killed a man. Cain’s children built a city (Genesis 4: 16) and thereby laid 

the foundation for the kingdom of this world. Even though Elohim separated the children of Cain and 

Seth, they eventually inter-married.  We read accordingly from Genesis 6: 1 – 4, ‘Now it came about, 

when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, (2) that 

the sons of Elohim (the children of Elohim who began to degenerate) saw that the daughters of 

men (the children of Cain) were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whoever they chose. 

(3) Then YHVH said, “My Spirit shall not strive (work with) with man forever (Since mankind could 

not be won by Elohim’s patience by which he tried to win them, he would no longer withhold His 

vengeance), because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty 

years.” (4) The Nephilim (giants) were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the 

sons of Elohim came in the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the 

mighty men who were of old, men of renown.’  Because the children of Cain trained to fight to 

survive, they became well built  and attractive.   

But, this is one part of the Scriptures where men try to add to what is written in Torah, despite 

Elohim’s warning in Deuteronomy 4: 2 not to do so. Many believe that the Nephilim mentioned 

here, resulted from a union between fallen angels and men. Such people get this information from a 

book that Enoch was supposed to have written. In doing so they disregard what Yahshua, who is the 

visible image of the invisible Elohim (Colossians 1: 15) or Elohim in the flesh, had to say about the 

matter. To find out what Yahshua had to say about angels and marital relations, we turn to Matthew 

22: 29 – 30 (and Luke 20: 34 – 36), where the Sadducees questioned him about the resurrection, as 

follows: ‘But Yahshua answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not understanding the 

Scriptures, or the power of Elohim. (30) For in the resurrection (of the first fruit believers in 

                                                           
16

 Torah was  given on the 6
th

 day of Sivan (the 6
th

 day of the third month) as witnessed in Exodus 19: 1, 10 & 
11, as follows: ‘In the third month after the sons of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day 
(i.e. the third day) they came into the wilderness of Sinai. (10) YHVH also said to Moses, “Go to the people 
and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments; (11) and let them be ready for 
the third day, for on the third day (after the 3

rd
 of Sivan, i.e. the 6

th
 of Sivan) YHVH will come down on Mount 

Sinai in the sight of all the people.”’ 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 104 
 

Messiah) they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”’ Yahshua 

told these Sadducees here that after the first fruits are resurrected they will be spirit beings like 

angels, who cannot have marital relations and cannot die any longer, as witnessed in Luke 20: 36.  

 The question is: Do we believe Yahshua or the author of a book which is not part of the Word of 

Elohim? Even though the book of Enoch is mentioned in the Scriptures, we cannot be a hundred 

percent certain that the available version is the authentic book penned by Enoch. In addition we 

always need to be mindful of Yahshua’s words in John 5: 43 & 44, where He said: “I have come in My 

Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you will receive 

him. (44) How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the 

glory that is from the one and only Elohim?’  The mixed marriages between Cain’s children and 

those of Seth, who called upon the name of YHVH, was the cause of the flood that Elohim unleashed 

on the world to destroy all of mankind, except for Noah and his family. 

Having said that, we still need to answer the question asked at the beginning to find out what is the 

way of Cain, which is also spoken about in Jude? The subject under discussion in Jude from verses 3 

– 12 is about believers who at this time contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. We know 

that the faith once delivered to the saints is Nazarene Judaism of which Yahshua Messiah is the 

foundation stone mentioned in Isaiah 28: 1617 and 1 Corinthians 3: 1118. Continuing in verse 4 of 

Jude, we read: ‘For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand 

marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our Elohim into 

licentiousness and deny (or contradict) our only Master, Yahshua Messiah.’  We see from 1  Peter 2: 

6 – 8, that these ungodly people are the ones who stumble over the identity of the one who is the 

foundation stone of Elohim’s ecclesia, as follows: ‘For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD I LAY 

IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM SHALL NOT 

BE DISAPOINTED.” (7) This precious value, then is for you who believe. But for those who 

disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” 

(8) and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE’; for they stumble because they are 

disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.’ The message is clear, those 

who contradict Yahshua by their actions and beliefs, are the ones who were long beforehand 

marked out for this condemnation.  

We read further about these people who crept into the ecclesia unnoticed, in Jude verses 7 – 11, as 

follows: ‘Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as 

these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in 

undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. (The results of the fire is permanent – but because flesh 

and blood is physical it will only burn until it is reduced to ashes) (8) Yet in the same manner these 

men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority, and revile majesties.’  Even though 

these people who sow discontent among us, do not actually commit divination, or idolatry, YHVH said 

to Saul, through Samuel, in 1st Samuel 15: 23, “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and 

insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.” They are therefore guilty of such sins. We understand 

from verse 9 of Jude that only YHVH is able to rebuke Satan, as follows: ‘But Michael the archangel, 

                                                           
17

 Isaiah 28: 16, ‘Therefore thus says YHVH Elohim, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a 
costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.’  
18

 1 Corinthians 3: 11, ‘For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Yahshua 
Messiah.’ 
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when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce 

against him a railing judgment, but said, “YHVH rebuke you.”’  

Still  talking about those who crept in unnoticed to turn us away from the truth, Jude writes in verse 

10, ‘But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know 

by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.’ This is talking about such 

things as the mystery of our faith, which we read about in 1st Timothy 3: 9 & 16: that is, that Elohim 

was revealed in the flesh as Yahshua; or the fact that only Moses, or the ones who sit in his seat may 

proclaim the appointed times of Elohim, as is recorded in Leviticus 23: 2 & 4. Continuing from verse 

11, we read: ‘Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain (full of hatred), and for pay they 

have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.’  We turn to 

the book of Genesis to discover what the way of Cain is, and where it started. Turning to Genesis 6: 5, 

we read: ‘Then YHVH saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent 

of the thought of his heart was only evil continually.’  

 

The thoughts of mankind are focused upon evil all day. Man failed to recognize each other as human 

beings created in the image of Elohim. Torah teaches the truth that ALL mankind came from a single 

father and mother created in the image of Elohim. The sin of non-recognition prevailed upon the 

earth. This is essentially known as racism – where another human being’s right to live and work to 

provide for him and his family is denied. This distorted consciousness manifested in the words of 

Cain, when he said in Genesis 4: 9, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Notice that the question remains 

unanswered by Elohim. This is a typical response by those who turn their backs on the homeless, the 

widow, and the orphan. The Torah is clear; we are our brother’s keeper. The origins of cruelty lie in 

the sin of not recognizing in one another the image of Elohim. YHVH warned Cain to change his 

outlook in life, and not feel rejected, alienated, or disappointed or sin would overtake him. By 

harboring emotions of envy, anger and violence, Cain opened the door to sin. Sin is the inflated 

puffed up presumption of the ego which takes over the functions of self. 

 

Rav Yaa’cov explained this in James 1: 14 & 15, as follows: ‘But each one is tempted when he is 

carried away and enticed by his own lust. (15) Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 

and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.’ In slaying his brother Abel, Cain destroyed 

generations of his descendants.  A murderer not only kills his victim, but something in the lives of the 

victim’s survivors as well. Elohim said to Cain, that Abel’s blood is crying to Him from the ground. We 

may not hear the cries of innocent blood of future generations that are destroyed due to mankind’s 

neglect for his brother.  We read fittingly from Psalm 94: 3 – 9, ‘How long shall the wicked, O YHVH, 

how long shall the wicked exult? (4) They pour forth words, they speak arrogantly; all who do 

wickedness vaunt themselves. (5) They crush Thy people, O YHVH, and afflict Thy heritage. (6) They 

slay the widow and the stranger, and murder the orphans. (7) And they have said, “YHVH does not 

see, nor does the Elohim of Jacob pay heed. (8) Pay heed, you senseless among the people; and 

when will you understand, stupid ones? (9) He who planted the ear, does He not hear? He who 

formed the eye, does He not see?”’ 

YHVH asked Cain, “What have you done?” When confronted with his sin Cain justified his violent 

behavior towards Abel with an insolent answer. We can try and justify our lack of compassion and 

love towards our neighbor with false excuses, but in the end we will be held accountable for our 

actions in this life. Survivors of the Holocaust not only remember the murderous Nazis, but also the 
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cold indifference of their neighbors who looked on and did nothing as they were being led away to 

the camps and death. Those who stand by idly and watch the innocent die due to the cruelty and 

injustices of mankind are also accountable for their silence.  Torah contrasts the command to ‘love 

your neighbor as yourself’ with the prohibition ‘not to stand idly by while another is in need’, as 

witnessed in Leviticus 19: 16 – 18, as follows: ‘You shall not go about as a slanderer among your 

people, and you are not to act against the life of your neighbor, I am YHVH. (17) You shall not hate 

your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur 

sin because of him. (18) You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of 

your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am YHVH.’  We read accordingly from 

Genesis 9: 5 & 6, ‘And surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it. And 

from every man, from every man’s brother I will require the life of man. (6) Whoever sheds man’s 

blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of Elohim He made man.’ As Israel we have 

a commandment to attain to the qualities of goodness and kindness. We should rid ourselves of 

jealousy, hatred, falsehood, conceit and prejudice, and strive to acquire the virtues of humility, 

kindness, truth and love. But, how can we achieve this? By recognizing that each and every human 

being, made in the image of Elohim, have the potential to become the very sons or daughters of 

Elohim.  

Even so, what is the cause of conflict? Rav Yaa’cov gives us the answer in James 4: 1 -3, in this way: 

‘What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that 

wage war in your members? (2) You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are 

envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. (3) 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your 

pleasures.’ Rav Yaa’cov continues to give us the antidote for such wrongful behavior in verses 4 – 7, 

as follows: ‘You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward 

Elohim? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of Elohim. 

(5) Or do you think that the Scripture speaks no purpose “He jealously desires the Spirit which He 

has made to dwell in us?” (6) But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “ELOHIM IS OPPOSED 

TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE (the teachable).” (7) Submit therefore to 

Elohim. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. (8) Draw near to Elohim and He will draw near to 

you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double minded.’ We commit sin 

with our hands, and serve YHVH with our hearts; YHVH is not interested in lukewarm followers who 

are double minded, No, He wants us to follow Him whole heartedly. 

Rav Yochanan wrote about this in 1 John 2: 9 – 11, in this way: ‘The one who says he is in the light 

and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. (10) The one who loves his brother abides in 

the light and there is no cause for stumbling in him. (11) But the one who hates his brother is in the 

darkness, and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness 

has blinded his eyes.’  He continues in 1 John 4: 20 – 21, saying: ‘If someone says, “I love Elohim,” 

and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 

cannot love Elohim whom he has not seen.”’ If a fellow human being needs help it is part of your 

test in life, a message to you, to see if and how you will help him. The Talmud asks, ‘Why was Adam 

created alone? So that every person should say, “the entire world was created just for me.”’ This is 

recognition that everything- including the needs of every other human being – was specifically 

created for you. Selah! 
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Chapter 19: Come out of her My people. 

Very few people realize that those of us who became interested in our Hebrew roots and started 

studying the Scriptures because we suddenly, or over time felt the urge to investigate the claims that 

we are part of the lost tribes of Israel, or that there are Hebrew roots in Christianity, should 

understand that the feeling or urge to study such information, especially in the Scriptures, is in fact 

Elohim’s call for us to come out of the false religious systems of the world. YHVH calls people whom 

He knows have the potential to answer His call and truly follow His way of life, rather than the 

religions of the world. 

Our Father in heaven uses different methods to call different people. Some were called when they 

started investigating the reason for man’s creation; others became interested in their so-called 

Hebrew roots; whilst others stumble upon the idea that we are part of the lost ten tribes of Israel. 

The point is that we need to realize that when we get such impulses to investigate certain facts and 

claims from the Scriptures, it is in fact YHVH calling us to start searching and following His truth. It is 

as Yahshua repeated in John 6: 44 & 65, saying: “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who 

sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” (65) ‘And He was saying, “For this 

reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the 

Father.”’ 

When YHVH starts calling us, He slowly opens our minds to the truths hidden from the majority of 

people in His Word. When studying the Scriptures under guidance of teachers who have gone 

through the same discipleship program which Yahshua used, and was established by Moses when he 

taught Joshua, as recorded in Acts 7: 38, we obtain knowledge essential for our walk with Elohim. 

Without proper guidance it is not possible to come to the knowledge that leads to salvation, as may 

be read from Isaiah 28: 9, in this way: ‘To whom would He teach knowledge? And to whom would 

He interpret the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the breast?”  YHVH 

is saying here through Isaiah, that we need guidance at the beginning of our walk with Elohim; else 

the Scriptures will not have much meaning for us. He continues in verses 10 – 13, saying: ‘Order 

(precepts or rules) on order, order on order. Line on line, a little here a little there (meaning that 

instead of reading the Scriptures from front to back, we should study topics by reading related 

verses throughout the Scriptures, letting the Scriptures interpret the Scriptures).” (11) Indeed, He 

(YHVH) will speak to this people through stammering lips and a foreign tongue, (12) He who said 

to them, “Here is rest, give rest to the weary,” and, “Here is repose,” but they would not listen. (13) 

So the word of YHVH to them will be order (rule) on order, order on order, line on line, line on line, 

a little here, a little there,” that they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken 

captive.’ If the people that YHVH calls, care to listen when He offers them rest (in His eternal 

kingdom), they will understand those who teach them (even if it is in a foreign tongue to some). 

It is only when we are called by YHVH in a similar way to what Yahshua called His disciples, that He 

reveals truths about His coming Kingdom and plans of salvation for all mankind to us, as Yahshua 

told His disciples when they asked Him why He speak to people in parables in Matthew 13: 11 – 12 

and the first part of verse 19, saying:  “To you is has been granted to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. (12) For whoever has, to him shall more 

be given and he shall have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be 

taken away from him. (19) When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand 
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it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.” At this time, like at the 

time when YHVH called Israel out of Egypt, He is calling out people whom He wants to become first 

fruit priests, to teach His people His will and way, in the coming kingdom of Elohim. However, as 

Yahshua said in Luke 6: 39 & 40, “A Blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both 

fall into a pit? (40) A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, 

will be like his teacher.” When we become followers of Yahshua, we know very little salvation truth, 

and need someone to show us the ropes so to speak. It is like a family situation, where the first born 

child usually teaches his/her siblings how to speak, eat with a spoon, etc. This is then also why, 

eventually when we are fully trained after about three and a half to four years, we are required to 

start teaching newly called out believers in the way of Elohim. 

Having mentioned the fact that we are called at this time to become first fruit believers in YHVH, to 

later at Messiah’s (second) coming be resurrected as first born sons and daughters of Elohim – 

similar to the way that Yahshua became the first born from the dead when He was resurrected, we 

read fittingly from Colossians 1: 18, in this way: ‘He is also head of the body, the ecclesia (of called 

out believers); and he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead so that He himself might come 

to have first place in everything.’  The analogy that Rav Shaul gave, rings true, as the head of a new 

born child usually appears first. We read further from Romans 8: 29 & 30, ‘For whom He foreknew, 

He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born 

among many brethren; (30) and whom He predestined, these he also called; and whom He called, 

these He also justified (at immersion); and whom He justified, these He also glorified (We will be 

glorified, when Yahshua resurrect us one day at His return).’  A further witness to this comes from 

Hebrews 2: 11, in this way: ‘For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from 

one Father (like siblings in a household); for which reason He (Yahshua) is not ashamed to call them 

brethren.’   

Back to the way in which YHVH calls us, we read from James 1: 18, ‘In the exercise of His will He 

brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His 

creatures.’ This is confirmed in 2 Thessalonians 2: 13 - 15, as follows: ‘But we should always give 

thanks to Elohim for you, brethren beloved by the Master, because Elohim has chosen you from 

the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. (14) And it 

was for this he called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Master Yahshua 

Messiah. (15) So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, 

whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.’ However,  those of us called from darkness into 

(YHVH)’s marvelous light, are today like the Israelites were when they came out of Egypt, a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a set-apart nation for Elohim’s own possession. But, even though YHVH 

predestined to call us before the foundation of the earth, He does not want us to boast, thinking 

that He called us to be first fruits because we are so good, as witnessed in 1 Corinthians 1: 26 – 29, in 

this way: ‘For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, 

not many mighty, not many noble; (27) but Elohim has chosen the foolish of the world to shame 

the wise, and Elohim has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are 

strong. (28) and the base things of the world and the despised, Elohim has chosen, the things that 

are not that He might nullify the things that are, (29) that no man should boast before Elohim.’ 

We are chosen to become first fruits, but also building blocks of the Temple of Elohim, as Rav Kepha 

wrote in 1 Peter 2: 1 - 5, saying: ‘Therefore putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and 
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envy and all slander, (2) like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may 

grow in respect to salvation, (3) if you have tasted the kindness of YHVH, (4) And coming to Him as 

to a living (corner) stone19, rejected by men (those who believe that the ecclesia is built upon them 

as latter day apostles alone, and not upon Messiah), but choice and precious in the sight of Elohim, 

(5) you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Elohim through Yahshua Messiah.’ A second witness comes 

from Ephesians 2: 19 – 22, as follows: ‘So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints, and are of Elohim’s household, (20) having been built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Messiah Yahshua Himself being the corner stone, (21) in 

whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Master; (22) in 

whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of Elohim in the Spirit.’  After we are called 

by YHVH to follow the perfect example that He left us in Yahshua the Messiah, we are supposed to 

start growing in grace and knowledge, focusing on the new heavens and a new earth;  to get to know 

YHVH better and better until Messiah returns, as also witnessed from 2 Peter 3: 14 - 18, in this way: 

‘Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 

spotless and blameless, (15) and regard the patience of our Master to be salvation; just as also our 

beloved brother Shaul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, (16) as also in all his 

letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the 

untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

(17) You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away 

by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, (18) but grow in grace and 

knowledge of our Master and Savior Yahshua Messiah. To Him be the glory, both now and to the 

day of eternity. Amein.’ 

YHVH calls us to come out of the religions of the world, so that we do not partake of their paganism 

any longer, but also so that we will not one day soon, partake of her plagues, as we read from 

Revelation 18: 4 & 5 as follows: ‘And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of her, 

my people, that you may not participate in her sins and that you may not receive of her plagues; 

(5) for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and Elohim has remembered her iniquities.”’  So 

we see that our calling by YHVH to follow His way of life, means much more than meets the eye. We 

are given more details about our calling by Rav Shaul in 2 Corinthians 6: 14 – 18, in this way: ‘Do not 

be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or 

what fellowship has light with darkness? (15) Or what harmony has Messiah with Belial, or what 

has a believer in common with an unbeliever? (16) Or what agreement has the temple of Elohim 

with idols? For we are the temple of the living Elohim; just as Elohim said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM 

AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. (17) 

Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” Says YHVH, “AND DO NOT TOUCH 

WHAT IS UNCLEAN; and I will welcome you. (18) And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons 

and daughters to Me,” say YHVH Almighty,” 

However, we know from Leviticus 26: 12 where the second part of verse 16 above is taken, that 

there are pre-conditions before we can expect YHVH our Elohim to come and dwell among us. As 
                                                           
19

 1 Peter 2: 7 & 8, ‘This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, “THE 
STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” and, “A STONE OF 
STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to 
this doom they were also appointed.’ 
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much as each one of us is expected to carry his/her own cross, we cannot expect Yahshua our 

Messiah to keep the commandments for us. We cannot expect Him to walk the narrow road that we 

have been called to follow, and to do in our stead. Yes, He paid for our past transgressions, and died 

for our individual sins, but we are now required to walk the narrow lonely road alone, with the help 

of the Set-apart Spirit. We cannot expect Yahshua our Messiah to do that for us as well. Turning to 

Leviticus 26: 12 – 17 we read about the preconditions set by YHVH before He will come and dwell 

amongst us, in this way: ‘I will also walk among you and be your Elohim, and you shall be My 

people (13) I am YHVH your Elohim, who brought you out of the land of Egypt so that you should 

not be their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect. (14) But if you do 

not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments,  (15) if, instead, you reject My 

statutes, and if your soul abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out all My commandments, and 

so break My covenant, (16) I, in turn, will do this to you: I will appoint over you a sudden terror, 

consumption and fever that shall waste away the eyes and cause the soul to pine away; also, you 

shall sow your seed uselessly, for your enemies shall eat it up. (17) And I will set My face against 

you so that you shall be struck down before your enemies; and those who hate you shall rule over 

you, and you shall flee when no one is pursuing you.’  

From the time that YHVH entered into a covenant with Israel at Mount Sinai, He wanted to dwell 

among His people, as witnessed in Exodus 29:  45, as follows: “And I will dwell among the sons of 

Israel and will be their Elohim.”  But, in order for that to happen, we need to clean up our lives and 

what we eat in accordance with Elohim’s requirements, given in for example Leviticus 19: 2; 20: 7; 

21: 7 as well as Ephesians 1: 3 & 4, in this way: “Blessed be the Elohim and Father of our Master 

Yahshua Messiah, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Messiah, 

(4) just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before Him in love.’ The point is: if we call Yahshua our Master and Savior, then we 

should serve Him, by doing what He taught whilst He was on earth, and by keeping the 

commandments of Elohim, as He stated in His own words in Matthew 7: 21 - 23, saying: “Not 

everyone who says to Me, ‘Master, Master,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does 

the will of My Father who is in heaven. (22) Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Master, Master, did 

we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform 

many miracles?’ (23) And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU 

WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ 

Having discussed the identity of the house of Israel in a number of previous teachings, we know that 

Ephraim is identified as the Commonwealth of Nations ruled over by the queen of England and 

Manasseh is the United States of America. We also know that because of the sins of Ephraim and 

Manasseh both these world powers have already lost, and are still in the process of losing their 

previous glory. So the question is: where do the Israelite people who live in former commonwealth 

nations like South Africa stand? For the answer we need to turn to the book of Zephaniah. We see 

that similar to the inhabitants of the USA, Britton, Australia, Canada and New Zealand, the Israelites 

living in South Africa today, are also classified as being rebels. We read accordingly from Zephaniah 

3: 1 – 10, ‘Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled, the tyrannical city! (2) She heeded no voice; 

she accepted no instruction. She did not trust in YHVH; she did not draw near to her Elohim. (3) Her 

princes within her are roaring lions, her judges are wolves at evening; they leave nothing for the 

morning. (4) Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men; her priests have profaned the sanctuary. 

They have done violence to the law. (5) YHVH is righteous within her; He will do no injustice. Every 
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morning He brings His justice to light; he does not fail. But the unjust knows no shame. (6) “I have 

cut off nations; their corner towers are in ruins. I have made their streets desolate, with no one 

passing by; their cities are laid waste, without a man, without an inhabitant. (7) I said, ‘Surely you 

will revere Me, accept instruction.’ So her dwelling will not be cut off according to all that I have 

appointed concerning her. But they were eager to corrupt all their deeds. (8) Therefore, wait for 

me,” declares YHVH, “For the day when I rise up to the prey. Indeed, My decision is to gather 

nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out on them My indignation, all My burning anger; for all 

the earth will be devoured by the fire of My zeal. (9) For then I will give to the people purified lips, 

that all of them may call on the name of YHVH, to serve Him shoulder to shoulder. (10) From 

beyond the rivers of Ethiopia (or Cush) My worshippers, My dispersed ones will bring My 

offerings.”  

The dispersed people who have Israelite blood here in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Zambia, former 

colonies of the United Kingdom will again worship YHVH in the last days. We continue to read from 

verses 11 – 13, “In that day you will feel no shame because of all your deeds by which you have 

rebelled against Me; for then I will remove from your midst your proud, exulting ones, and you will 

never again be haughty on My holy mountain. (12) But I will leave among you a humble and lowly 

people, and they will take refuge in the name of YHVH. (13) The remnant of Israel will do no wrong 

and tell no lies, nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths; for they shall feed and lie 

down with no one to make them tremble.”   The rest of the chapter shows how Elohim will again 

bless these dispersed children of Israel, who dwell beyond the rivers of Ethiopia. We read specifically 

from verses 18 - 20, “I will gather those who grieve about the appointed feasts – They came from 

you, O Zion; the reproach of exile is a burden on them.  (19) Behold, I am going to deal at that time 

with all your oppressors, I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will turn their shame 

into praise and renown in all the earth. (20) At that time I will bring you in, even at the time when I 

gather you together. Indeed, I will give you renown and praise among all the peoples of the earth. 

When I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says YHVH.”  

For those of us living in former British colonies, this is fantastic news. But the same news applies to 

the remnant of called out Israelites dispersed throughout the world, as witnessed in Isaiah 11: 11 & 

12, as follows: ‘Then it will happen on that day that YHVH will again recover the second time with 

His hand the remnant of His people, who will remain, from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, 

Shinar, Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. (12) And He will lift up a standard for the nations 

(Yahshua), and will assemble the banished ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah 

from the four corners of the earth.” Fellow Israelites, if we come completely out of the Babylonian 

religious systems of the world, YHVH will fulfill His promises to us and  take us back to the Promised 

Land, from where we will rule the world under Yahshua for a thousand years, as witnessed in 

Revelation 5: 10 and 20: 4 & 5. It is as He declared in Malachi 3: 6, saying: “For I, YHVH, do not 

change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.” Halleluyah!  
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Chapter 20: Returning to YHVH our Elohim. 

YHVH wants each and every one of us whom He called out of the false religions of the world, to get 

to know Him better and to become aware of how He expects followers of His way to behave. As 

soon as YHVH called ancient Israel out of Egypt, He gave them His instruction manual as His marriage 

contract or covenant, specifying how He wants them to worship Him, and how they should treat 

fellow Israelites and other people, with whom they come into contact. The benefits of meeting their 

part of the agreement with YHVH, was that He would lead them into the Promised Land; and that He 

would come and dwell amongst them.  However, like in the Garden of Eden, the people did not care 

too much about (YHVH)’s instructions.  

It is the same today, most people claim to follow either G-d or J*e*s*u*s*, but they could not care 

less what He requires of them. This is why Yahshua said (paraphrased); many will call Him their Lord 

and Master, but cannot claim to know Him, since they do not do what He taught. The point is: if you 

enter into a contract to serve the company where you are employed; you are required to perform 

the functions specified in your job description, else, you could get fired, or not get paid. It is exactly 

the same when we answer (YHVH)’s call to follow Him; if we are truly His servants, we will do what 

He requires of us in our Job Description or the instruction Manual He gave us, or Yahshua our Master 

and savior will declare at His return, that He does not know us; resulting in us losing out on salvation 

(a free gift) and our reward of ruling with Him for a thousand years.  

Yes, some in Christianity realize that they have to repent at times; this is when they go to confession 

where the Priest listens to them, and then tells them, to recite the “Our Father’ a number of times; 

followed by the ‘Hail Mary’ a number of times; followed by ‘glory Be’ a number of times, after which 

he forgives them their sins. How naïve were some of us in the past to believe that another human 

being can forgive us our sins. We need to understand that when YHVH calls us out of the world, He 

wants us to study Torah, so that we may discover what we have been doing wrong, and return to 

Him by obeying what we read in His instruction manual. The problem is: even if some answer the call 

to follow Elohim’s way of life, they do not know what to do next, because they and their forefathers 

have been deceived for so long that they do not know where and how to start following the way of 

Elohim. In addition Satan the master counterfeiter is always ready with yet another counterfeit to 

deceive the naïve amongst us, and thereby keeping people from following YHVH in Spirit and in 

truth. Take for example those of us who started following a group who preached the true gospel; 

taught the kosher rules specified in Leviticus 11 and the observance of Elohim’s Feast Days as per 

Leviticus 23: Even though they did not obey all of Torah, some of their followers arrogantly assumed 

that they are totally on the right tract, believing theirs to be the only true ecclesia. The point is; even 

if those whom YHVH calls are real Gentiles, we need to be mindful of Elohim’s words in Numbers 

15:15; that the entire Torah is applicable to all who joins the Assembly of called-out believers, and 

that we do not have a smorgasbord religion where we may pick and choose which Torah commands 

we keep and which not. 

Instead, such new believers need to realize that they are/were only at the beginning of following 

Elohim’s way of life, and consequently far from being the only true ecclesia. Even if they only ate 

meat from kosher animals, they did not at the time understand that such meat had to be 

slaughtered correctly, else it remained unfit for human consumption. We read accordingly from 

Ezekiel 33: 25 & 26, “Therefore, say to them, ‘Thus says YHVH Elohim, “You eat meat with the 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 113 
 

blood in it, lift up your eyes to your idols as you shed blood. Should you then possess the land? 

(YHVH is asking whether we think we will inherit the Promised Land in His coming Kingdom, if we 

continue to disregard His Torah.) (26) You rely on your sword, you commit abominations, and each 

of you defiles his neighbor’s wife. Should you then possess the land?”  Some modern day Israelites 

know so little about Elohim’s promises to Israel, because they believe that they are Gentiles, and will 

say arrogantly to this warning from Ezekiel: ‘Bully, why should we care about possessing the land?’  

Such people say such things, because they have no idea of what YHVH requires of us. They do not 

ever study the Scriptures to truly know what YHVH requires of His followers. Instead they listen to 

what the deceived teachers of churchianity teach, and are confused to believe falsehood. 

An example is the idea that Xmas is a time for families to get together and celebrate the birth of 

their savior. But, whose idea was it that families should get together during pagan celebrations and 

revelry? Think about it – Satan is not happy with the fact that all human beings have the potential to 

become children of Elohim; something which he lost, when he rebelled against Elohim. It is during 

these pagan celebrations of the so-called birth of J*e*s*u*s*, that more people die in accidents and 

violence caused by the overindulgence of alcoholic beverages during their revelry. Satan is 

succeeding to kill more humans during and after these pagan celebrations, than any other time of 

the year. Yes, YHVH also has set-apart convocations during which time He wants us to get together 

and celebrate His Feast Days. But its purpose being for us to learn to fear Him, and to get to know 

His plan of salvation for all mankind.  

But, do we ever check the Word of Elohim for ourselves to determine what He truly wants from 

those who claim to follow Him; what He wants us to do and not do? For example where in the 

Scriptures do we find information about the prohibition not to consume meat with blood in it? Let’s 

turn to the specific command in Leviticus 19: 26 (KJV), where we read: ‘Ye shall not eat anything 

with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times.’ This is very specific language, 

telling returning Israelites that we should not eat anything with the blood in it; in addition it tells us 

not to use enchantment, nor to observe times. It was unpardonable for the ancient Israelites who 

were committed to the oracles of Elohim given at Mount Sinai, to ask counsel of the devil. And yet 

worse in Believers, to whom YHVH  came manifested in the flesh, to have their nativities cast, or 

their fortunes told, or to use charms for the cure of diseases, as it is an intolerable affront to our 

Father in heaven. The prohibition not to observe times; has to do with observing times such as 

Easter and Xmas introduced to Churchianity by pagans. This is not talking about keeping Elohim’s 

Sabbaths, commanded by Him to set us apart as His people. We are all aware of Elohim’s command 

in Leviticus 18: 3, not to worship Him according to pagan customs, as follows: ‘You shall not do what 

is done in the land of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to do what is done in the land of Canaan 

where I am bringing you; you shall not walk in their statutes.’ In fact this is repeated to the house 

of Israel by Jeremiah in Chapter 10: 1 – 5, in this way: ‘Hear the word which YHVH speaks to you, O 

house of Israel. (2) Thus says YHVH “Do not learn the way of the nations, and do not be terrified by 

the signs of the heavens although the nations are terrified by them; (3) For the customs of the 

peoples are delusion; Because it is wood cut from the forest, the work of the hands of a craftsman 

with a cutting tool. (4) They decorate it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with 

hammers so that it will not totter. (5) Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, and they 

cannot speak; They must be carried, because they cannot walk! Do not fear them, for they can do 

no harm, nor can they do any good.”’ 
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The precepts listed in Leviticus 19:1-37 are also binding on all believers in Messiah, since He 

specified in Matthew 5: 20, that unless we obey Torah better than the scribes and the Pharisees do, 

we will not enter the kingdom of Elohim. It is required that Israel be a holy people, because the 

Elohim of Israel is a holy Elohim (verse 2 of Leviticus 19). To teach real separation from the world 

and the flesh, and entire devotedness to Elohim. Because Yahshua is Elohim in the flesh (as per John 

1: 1 – 14), this is also His laws. We see from verse 3, that children should be obedient to their 

parents. The fear required here, includes inward reverence and esteem, outward respect and 

obedience, and care to please parents. Verse 4 specifies that Elohim only is to be worshipped, and 

that we should not turn from the only true Elohim to worship false gods. Continuing in verse 9 we 

see that we should not turn our eyes to them, much less our hearts; and as Israelites we should 

leave the gleanings of our harvest and vintage for the poor. Good works should be accompanied by 

charity, according to our ability. We must not be covetous, and greedy of everything we can lay 

claim to, nor insist upon our right in all things. We are to be honest and true in all our dealings (verse 

11).  Whatever we have in the world, we must see that we get it honestly. We should also honor and 

show respect for the name of Elohim (verse 12). We must not keep things that belong to our 

neighbor, particularly the wages of a hireling (verse 13). We must be merciful and care for those who 

cannot help themselves (verse 14). Do no hurt your neighbor, especially those who are unwilling or 

unable to defend themselves. We ought to take heed of doing anything which may cause our weaker 

brothers and sisters to fall. The fear of Elohim should keep us from doing wrong things, though such 

fear will not always protect us from men's anger. Judges, and all in authority, are commanded to 

give judgment without partiality (verse 15). To be a tale-bearer, and to sow discord among 

neighbors, is forbidden. We are to rebuke our neighbor in love (verse 17). Rather rebuke him than 

hate him, We incur guilt by not reproving; it is tantamount to hating our brother. We should say: I 

will do him the kindness to tell him of his faults. We are to put off all malice, and to put on brotherly 

love (verse 18). We often wrong ourselves, but we soon forgive ourselves those wrongs, and they do 

not at all lessen our love to ourselves; in like manner we should love our neighbor. We must in many 

cases deny ourselves for the good of our neighbor (Verse 31). Believers should not have their 

fortunes told, or use spells and charms as it is totally forbidden and is an insult to Elohim. In verse 32 

we read the charge to young people to show respect to the aged. A charge was given to the 

Israelites to be very caring of strangers (verses 33), since they were once strangers in Egypt - 

strangers, widows and the fatherless, are Elohim’s particular care; It is at our peril, if we do them any 

wrong. Justice in weights and measures is commanded in verse 35.  We must be aware of Elohim’s 

precepts and obey them conscientiously. We are not to pick and choose our duty, but must aim at 

standing complete in all the will of Elohim. The nearer our lives and tempers are to the precepts of 

Elohim's law, the happier shall we be, and the happier shall we make others all around us, and build 

Elohim’s character in us, required for the Kingdom of Elohim.  

Yes, Leviticus 19 is also talking to us the modern day Israelites called out of the world by YHVH at this 

time.  The problem is that many in Churches today believe that the so-called ‘Old Testament’ was 

written for ‘them’, and the so-called ‘New Testament’ was written for ‘us’. Such people usually 

quote Acts 15, to substantiate their belief that not all Scriptures apply to the modern day believers in 

Messiah. Such believers reject what YHVH spoke through Moses and therefore interpret the 

Scriptures as two separate books. In order to have the correct understanding of Acts 15, we need to 

take a Hebraic view of the Scriptures and understand how the Torah and the Prophets relate to what 

is written in the Renewed Covenant. We read Yahshua’s own words in this regard in John 5: 43 – 47, 
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as follows: “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in 

his own name, you will receive him20. (44) How can you believe, when you receive glory from one 

another, and you do not seek the esteem that is from the one and only Elohim? (here Yahshua who 

is Immanuel, meaning Elohim in the flesh confirms that there is only one Elohim) (45) Do not think 

that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set 

your hope. (46) For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. (47) But if 

you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”  Reading this, most believe that it 

is aimed at our Jewish brothers; however, verse 47 makes it clear, that we cannot believe Yahshua’s 

words, if we do not believe the writings of Moses.  

Even though the dispute in Acts 15 is about circumcision, it entails more, as it involves the initial 

requirements a new believer in Messiah has to fulfill, when he/she is immersed. The decision by the 

elders and the apostles in Jerusalem regarding the dispute about circumcision in Acts 15, was 

because repentance is a process, new believers need to be taught to abstain from the pollutions of 

idols, from fornication, from what is strangled, and from blood, before they are taught about the 

other requirements of Torah, such as the Sabbath, the Feast Days of Elohim, clean and unclean 

foods, the wearing of Tzitzit, and eventually circumcision. We see from Acts 15: 21 that they will 

learn these additional requirements as they attend synagogues near them, or through ministries 

such as ours. This is very similar to our father Abraham. It was only after he came to believe in YHVH 

(as is recorded in Genesis 15: 6) that he was circumcised, as we read in Genesis 17: 24, as follows: 

‘Now Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.’  A 

new believer in Messiah becomes an heir of the promise that was made with Abraham (as per 

Galatians 3: 29). Whilst new believers are not circumcised, they are not joined to the covenant made 

to Abraham, and are therefore not members of the family of Abraham, or of the Commonwealth of 

Israel. In other words once a Gentile or Israelite who thinks he is a Gentile is returning to faith in 

YHVH, by having his heart circumcised (himself immersed), forsaking idols, abstaining from 

fornication, blood and things strangled (meaning he is beginning to obey Torah), he will learn to 

follow the rest of the Torah commandments, as he attends services on the Sabbath, or study 

teachings like this via the internet.  

The ruling of Rav Yaa’cov in Acts 15 is in agreement with the rulings of the Pharisaic Rabbis followed 

by Orthodox Jews of today. New believers should eventually follow all the requirements of the 

Torah, but is only required to follow the essential four listed in Acts 15: 20 at the beginning of their 

walk with Elohim. If we understand the ruling of Acts 15 from a Hebraic viewpoint, we will know that 

it does not contradict what Yahshua taught in Matthew 5: 19, saying: ‘Whoever then annuls one of 

the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.’  

We are aware that circumcision is not a requirement for salvation. However, if we as heirs of 

Abraham through Yahshua our Messiah want to inherit the Land of Israel promised Abraham, we will 

have to comply by doing our part in the covenant which YHVH made with Abraham, our father in the 

faith. 
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 Some accept traditions and teachings of men far more easily than believing what Yahshua the word of 

Elohim, has to say about things; an example being the authority that Judah has regarding the Feast Days of 

Elohim. 
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But, let’s have a look at the four initial prohibitions to be taught to new believers, according to Rav 

Yaa’cov. The question is why the requirement ‘that they abstain from things contaminated by 

idols.’? The ten tribe nation of Israel were taken captive because of idolatry, as we read from 2 Kings 

17: 22 & 23: ‘And the sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did not 

depart from them, (23) until YHVH removed Israel from His sight, as He spoke through all His 

servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away into exile from their own land to Assyria until 

this day.’  We see further from 1 Kings 12: 28 – 32 how Jeroboam lead Israel into worshipping idols, 

as follows: ‘So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, “It is too 

much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land 

of Egypt.” (29) And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. (30) Now this thing became a 

sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. (31) And he made houses on high 

places, and made priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi. (32) And 

Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast 

which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which 

he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made.’ We 

read accordingly from Hosea 8: 3 & 4, ‘Israel has rejected the good; the enemy will pursue him. (4) 

They have set up kings, but not by Me; they have appointed princes, but I did not know it. With 

their silver and gold they have made idols for themselves, that they might be cut off.’  Note that 

things offered to idols are not only restricted to meat, but may include such items as Easter Eggs, hot 

cross buns, Xmas cake etc. But, the point to remember is that the idolatry which was the cause of 

Israel’s captivity, resulting in them becoming like Gentiles, had to do with keeping Feast Days at 

different times to what the Scriptures ordain, especially those that are a month later than the Feast 

Days kept in Judah, but also the feast days of pagan religions, such as Xmas and Easter. . 

We see further that at the end of the book (in Hosea 14: 8 & 9), Hosea prophesied that some in 

Ephraim will eventually cease to follow idols, as follows: ‘O Ephraim, what more have I to do with 

idols? It is I who answer and look after you. I am like a luxuriant cypress; from Me comes your 

fruit. (9) Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know 

them. For the ways of YHVH are right, and the righteous will walk in them, but transgressors will 

stumble in them.’  This prophecy tells us that those who understand that Ephraim have worshipped 

idols and will repent from doing so are those who are WISE. What does this mean? We read the 

answer from Deuteronomy 4: 5 & 6, as follows: “See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just 

as YHVH my Elohim commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to 

possess it. (6) So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of 

the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.’ So we see that those who know and practice Torah are considered to be 

wise; and therefore only when you practice Torah, will you fully understand Acts 15.  

Continuing in Acts 15: 29, we read: ‘that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood 

and from things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you 

will do well. Farewell.’ The words abstain ‘from blood’; refer to all those things in Torah that deal 

with various blood issues. However, we are in this case only dealing with the issue that we should 

not eat meat with any residue blood in it. So not only should we eat meat specified in Leviticus 11 

and Deuteronomy 14, we should also make sure that we do not consume any blood. Blood must be 

removed as much as possible as per Leviticus 3: 17 and Leviticus 17: 10. This is done during the 

koshering process, by soaking and salting the meat. The specification ‘from things strangled’ has to 
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do with the way the animal is slaughtered. Accordingly only meat from specific species is 

permissible. In addition to the fact that believers may only eat animals from those listed in Leviticus 

11 and Deuteronomy 14, mammals and fowls must be slaughtered in a specific way.  

 

Slaughtering is done by a trained individual, using a special method of slaughtering. We read 

accordingly from Deuteronomy 12: 23 - 25, “Only be sure not to eat the blood, for the blood is the 

life, and you shall not eat the life with the flesh. (24) You shall not eat it; you shall pour it out on 

the ground like water. (25) You shall not eat it, in order that it may be well with you and your sons 

after you, for you will be doing what is right in the sight of YHVH.”  We see that YHVH repeats the 

prohibition ‘not to eat it ‘three times, to emphasize the absolute importance of this command. 

Animals which die naturally or are torn by beasts are also not fit for human consumption (as per 

Leviticus 17: 15). In addition we are commanded not to eat a limb removed from a living beast as per 

Deuteronomy 12: 23. How many believers are sure that the meat that they buy conforms to these 

requirements?  

 

Hosea is very concise, direct and specific in detailing the house of Israel’s national attitude at this 

very time. Today the people of the house of Israel identify themselves as gentiles. They think that 

the Jews and only the Jews are Israel. But very soon now, they will know their true identity. Yes, 

millions will get to know their identity when Yahshua the true Messiah returns. In Hosea 2, Elohim 

says, in regard to our now having possessed the unprecedented wealth of the birthright promised to 

Abraham as in verses 8 & 9, ‘For she does not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the new 

wine, and the oil, and lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal. (9) Therefore, I will 

take back My grain at harvest time and My new wine in its season. I will also take away My wool 

and My flax given to cover her nakedness (her sin).’  

At this time most is to stiff-necked and rebellious to realize that YHVH is actually punishing us for our 

sins, but finally, when the correction becomes intense enough, some of our peoples will 

acknowledge their sins and seek Elohim. We read accordingly from verse 16, “And it will come about 

in that day,” declares YHVH, “That you will call Me Ishi (meaning my Husband) and will no longer 

call Me Baali (meaning my Lord). The second chapter of Hosea ends in verse 23, in this way: “And I 

will sow her for Myself in the land (the Promised Land). I will also have compassion on her who had 

not obtained compassion, and I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people! 

And they will say, ‘Thou art my Elohim!’”  Yes, at that time we will not refer to YHVH as our Lord 

and God any longer, but will refer to Him as YHVH our Husband and Elohim.  

In chapter 4 of Hosea, begins Elohim’s message to our Israelite people today. We start reading from 

verse 1 – 3, as follows: “Listen to the word of YHVH, O sons of Israel (you people of the British 

Commonwealth and the United States), for YHVH has a case against the inhabitants of the land, 

because there is no faithfulness or kindness or knowledge of Elohim in the land. (2) There is 

swearing, deception, murder, stealing, and adultery. They employ violence, so that bloodshed 

follows bloodshed. (3) Therefore the land mourns, and everyone who lives in it languishes (suffers 

and wastes away) along with the beasts of the field and the birds of the sky; and also the fish of the 

sea disappear.’ YHVH says to the so-called religious leaders in Israel in verses 6 & 7, “My people are 

destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from 

being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your Elohim, I will also forget your children. 

(7) The more they multiplied, the more they sinned against Me; I will change their glory into 
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shame.” Talking about the coming manifold intensity of corrective punishment, soon to be 

unleashed on our nations, Elohim says in Hosea 5: 15, “I will go away and return to My place until 

they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; in their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.” 

Elohim said through the prophet Amos in Amos 3: 7, ‘Surely YHVH Elohim does nothing unless He 

reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.’ In the verse just before this, we read: “If a 

trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble? If a calamity occurs in a city has not YHVH 

done it?” Elohim promises in the Scriptures that He would get the warning to His people Ephraim. 

He foretold in Hosea 5: 9, saying: “Ephraim will become a desolation in the day of rebuke; among 

the tribes of Israel I declare what is sure.” The problem is: even if Elohim causes floods in England 

and troubles with the laborers in South Africa, the people do not understand that He is punishing us 

through other people and the weather, because He wants us to return to Him.  

But instead, we continue with our non-Scriptural celebrations in honor of a false messiah; and do not 

even understand what the Scriptures have to say about it all.  We read a further warning by Hosea in 

Chapter 7: 8 – 13, as follows: “Ephraim mixes himself with the nations; Ephraim has become a cake 

not turned. (9) Strangers devour his strength, yet he does not know it; gray hair also are sprinkled 

on him, yet he does not know it. (10) Though the pride of Israel testifies against him, yet they have 

neither returned to YHVH their Elohim, nor have they sought Him for all this. (11) So Ephraim has 

become like a silly dove, without sense; they call to Egypt, they go to Assyria. (12) When they go, I 

will spread My net over them; I will bring them down like the birds of the sky. I will chastise them 

in accordance with the proclamation to their assembly. (13) Woe to them, for they have strayed 

from Me! Destruction is theirs, for they have rebelled against Me! I would redeem them, but they 

speak lies against Me.” Elohim says of Ephraimite Churchianity in Hosea 4: 17 – 19, “Ephraim is 

joined to idols; let them alone. (18) Their liquor gone, they play the harlot continually; their rulers 

dearly love shame. (19) The wind wraps them in its wings, and they will be ashamed because of 

their sacrifices.” In fact the entire book of Hosea carries a blistering message and warning to the 

latter day house of Israel – those from the British Commonwealth. Elohim warns us and now tells us 

that the day of reckoning is here!  

Even though we are Elohim’s called out or chosen people, YHVH wants us to be mindful of what it 

means. We are chosen, not for favors while we defy Elohim, but chosen for services we have all 

failed to perform. We should shout for joy at the discovery of our true identity, but then we should 

also repent and return to full Torah observance, the way YHVH requires that we serve Him. The 

nations of Israel are in for tremendous punishment over the next few years. Elohim for many years 

now, have warned us before He will unleash this horrendous chastening of His people. If those of us, 

whom He called to come out of the false religious systems of the world, repent and return to 

keeping His commandments, then none of the plagues shall come near us, but we will be counted 

worthy to escape these frightful things and stand before Messiah, at His return. Selah! 
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Chapter 21: Is this the only time of salvation? 

There is a universal believe that Elohim is desperately trying to save all at this time; that He is 

striving with Satan to save mankind now, while the devil is feverishly keeping as many as he can 

‘lost’ eternally. If Elohim is as all-powerful as the Scriptures reveal, then why do only a small number 

of people believe in Him? Why have billions already died without ever having had a chance to be 

saved? 

Many people have grieved over dead loved ones who never confessed their faith in Messiah - 

perhaps over a family member who was a terrible sinner or another who even though he/she lived a 

‘good’ life, never became an active member of a church. But, the teaching that a person is either 

saved or lost comes from the assumption that Elohim is out to save mankind at this time – in line 

with the mission of the Christian church to save mankind now – the only day of salvation, which is 

just about over! However, these assumptions are one hundred percent wrong! 

The vast majority of people have never heard the true gospel about the coming Kingdom of Elohim. 

And of those who have heard it, most have not understood the message as witnessed by Yahshua 

Messiah Himself in the first part of Matthew 13: 19, in this way: “When anyone hears the word of 

the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been 

sown in his heart.” Are such people therefore, through no fault of their own, ‘lost’ forever? As 

shocking as it may sound, Elohim does not intend for everyone to understand His truth at this time! 

If it was His intention, we can be absolutely certain that they would understand! 

Many believe that Yahshua spoke in parables to make His meaning clearer. But this was definitely 

not His intention: He spoke in parables to hide the real meaning of what He taught to most of His 

hearers and those who reads His words today. After Yahshua had spoken the parable of the sower, 

He plainly told His disciples whom He had called, in Matthew 13: 11 – 13, saying: “To you it has been 

granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. (12) 

For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but whoever does 

not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him.  (13) Therefore I speak to them in 

parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they 

understand.” Yes, Elohim has allowed the vast majority of mankind to be blinded to His truth. He has 

allowed Satan to deceive the whole world. It is Elohim’s purpose that, until Messiah returns one day, 

only those whom He specifically calls can understand the true way of salvation, as Yahshua 

confirmed in John 6: 65, saying: “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me, 

unless it has been granted him from the Father.” Elohim accordingly reveals in His inspired Word, 

that those not yet called have not lost their opportunity for salvation, since He is not in the process 

of saving everyone at this time. The truth about this important question is plainly revealed in the 

pages of your Scriptures.  

Elohim, the Ruler and Creator of the entire universe, assigned the archangel named Lucifer to 

administer Elohim’s government on this earth. However, Lucifer rebelled against Elohim’s 

government and as a result, Elohim changed his name to Satan, meaning adversary or enemy. Even 

so, Elohim has not taken away Satan’s authority and rulership over the earth yet. He has allowed 

Satan to continue ruling the earth until Yahshua Messiah is officially given that office of authority by 

Elohim. Satan tempted Eve with the beauty of the forbidden tree, appealed to her intellectual vanity, 

implied that Elohim was not fair to withhold certain knowledge and told her she wouldn’t die in 
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Genesis 3: 1 – 6, as follows: ‘Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which 

YHVH Elohim had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has Elohim said, ‘You shall not eat 

from any tree of the garden’?” (2) And the woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees 

of the garden we may eat; (3) but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, 

Elohim has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it lest you die.’” (4) And the serpent said to the 

woman, “You surely shall not die! (5) For Elohim knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like Elohim, knowing good from evil.” (6) When the woman saw 

that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 

desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with 

her, and he ate.’ We see that Satan ensured Eve that she was already an immortal soul dwelling in a 

physical body. 

Eve was thoroughly deceived into believing Satan, and mistrusting Elohim, but Adam willingly 

disobeyed Elohim. When Adam took of the forbidden fruit, he took upon himself the authority to 

determine spiritual knowledge of what is good and what is evil, even though he did not have this 

ability of himself. Therefore the first human being disobeyed and disbelieved Elohim, choosing to 

follow his own way and do his own thing. Consequently, all of mankind, except for a small number of 

people Elohim has specifically chosen to call out of Satan’s world, has been deceived by Satan for the 

past almost 6,000 years. Our original parents were abducted by Satan, and followed his way of life, 

rather than their potential spiritual Father, whom they did not believe and also disobeyed.  

By rejecting Elohim and following Satan’s way, Adam chose Satan as the ‘god’ of this world, as he is 

also described in 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4, in this way: ‘And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 

those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Messiah, who is the 

image of Elohim.’ We read further about Satan from Ephesians 2: 1 & 2, ‘And you were dead in your 

trespasses and sins, (2) in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience.’ Satan is the prince of the power of the air and influences mankind by broadcasting his 

attitudes, moods and selfishness to the human spirit in each person. Humans unwittingly accept and 

express these attitudes as their own. ‘Human nature’ is accordingly Satan’s nature expressed in 

human beings. Since they have been deceived, they are unaware of this spiritual broadcasting by 

Satan, and are not even aware of the fact that they have been deceived.    

True believers belong to Messiah, because Elohim had to redeem (‘buy back’) us from those who are 

now in the power of Satan, as we read from Colossians 1: 13 & 14, as follows: ‘For He (YHVH) 

delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 

(14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.’ Deny it as much as you want – the fact 

that Messiah had to pay a ransom – His life – to buy us back, proves that we all belonged to Satan, as 

witnessed in John 8: 44, where Yahshua said: “You are of your father the devil and you want to do 

the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he 

is a liar, and the father of lies.” A second witness comes from Romans 6: 16, as follows: ‘Do you not 

know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the 

one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness.’ 
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Adam and Eve sinned when they ate the forbidden fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil. Even though Elohim had foreseen that, He could not suspend the penalty He had told them 

would follow disobedience. But, how could Elohim rescue His potential spiritual children from Satan, 

their kidnapper? He did so by deciding from ‘the foundation of the world’ that He would send the 

Word (or His visible image) as His future Son, to live a life without sin and pay the penalty of human 

sin, as witnessed in Revelation 13: 8, in this way: ‘And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, 

everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of 

the Lamb who has been slain.’ It was also Elohim who determined that all of Adam’s progeny should 

die, as we read from Hebrews 9: 27 & 28, as follows: ‘And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die 

once and after this comes judgment, (28) so Messiah also having been offered once to bear the 

sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who 

eagerly await Him.’ 

The fact that Satan offered Messiah rulership over all the kingdoms of the world in Matthew 4: 8 & 

9, together with the other Scriptural witnesses already quoted, clearly shows that Satan is presently 

the ruler of this world. Elohim has assigned Satan 6,000 years to rule over mankind, but when that 

time comes to an end, Messiah will forcibly intervene in world affairs to reestablish Elohim’s 

government on earth. Elohim has essentially said to Satan, ‘Six days shall you labor and do all your 

work: but on the seventh day is the Sabbath of YHVH your Elohim: in it you shall not do any work’ 

(Exodus 20: 9 & 10). The first six days of this prophetic week Elohim has given over to Satan, giving 

him free reign to influence and deceive mankind. Satan’s work is to deceive mankind, turning 

Elohim’s truth upside down – causing honest, sincere people to accept a counterfeit faith for the real 

thing and therefore sin. Believe it or not, most of what mankind has learned from the religions of the 

world is just the opposite of what is written in the Scriptures. We are at this time near the end of the 

6,000 years allotted to Satan and the coming Millennium day shall be a Sabbath of YHVH Elohim. 

During that time Satan will be restrained, and thrown into the bottomless pit and will not be allowed 

to deceive anyone for a thousand years.  

When Messiah came about 2,000 years ago, it was not to set up His kingdom. Contrary to what most 

in Christianity taught, neither did Messiah come to earth the first time to call everyone to salvation. 

Rather He came to proclaim the gospel of the coming Kingdom of Elohim. Even though that message 

included salvation through Messiah, He did not try to get everyone to believe this message. For most 

of Messiah’s ministry, He avoided publicity – it was not Elohim’s will for everyone to understand who 

Yahshua was. Spiritual understanding will not be granted to the world until Messiah removes Satan 

from earth’s throne. We see from Acts 1: 15 & 16 that even after three and a half years of Messiah’s 

teaching, and after His death, resurrection and ascension into heaven, only about 120 disciples 

remained with Him, in this way: ‘And at this time Kepha stood up in the midst of the brethren (a 

gathering of about one hundred and twenty persons was there together), and said, (16) “Brethren, 

the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Set-apart Spirit foretold by the mouth of David 

concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Yahshua.”’  Elohim told us in His 

Word that He would only call a few into His ecclesia of called out believers, and that His ecclesia 

would remain small and even persecuted as in Matthew 7: 13 & 1421 and 2 Timothy 3: 1222. From 
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 Matthew 7: 13 & 14, “Enter by the narrow gate for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to 
destruction, and many are those who enter by it. For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to 
life, and few are those who find it.” 
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Messiah’s ministry until His return to earth, Elohim has only called a small minority of people. Those 

who believed in Messiah and obeyed Torah throughout the two thousand years since Messiah, has 

continued to be small in number – an embryo of Elohim’s new civilization yet to come. We who are 

called at this time are in training to rule and teach the world under Messiah during His Millennial 

rule.  

Does Elohim know beforehand whether an individual will be lost or saved? Has He preordained that 

some would be saved, while others are destined to be lost? Do we have any choice regarding being 

saved or not? The question is: If Elohim knows beforehand how I am going to decide, then it is all 

predetermined? If Elohim knows beforehand that I am to be lost, then that is the way I will have to 

decide in the end, and since I will lose out anyway, why try? Conversely, if Elohim knows I am going 

to repent, accept Messiah and be saved, I will have to do it in the end anyway, whether I try or not? 

If my ultimate destiny was already predestined in advance, then we simply are not free moral 

agents, and have nothing to say about it? These are puzzling questions about predestination, but 

what do the Scriptures teach about the subject of predestination? 

Do the Scriptures say we are predestined to be called at this time? We turn to Romans 8: 28 – 30, 

where we read: ‘And we know that Elohim causes all things to work together for good to those 

who love Elohim, to those who are called according to His purpose. (29) For whom He foreknew, 

He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born 

among many brethren; (30) and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, 

these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.’ A second witness about the 

subject is found in Ephesians 1: 11 & 12, in this way: ‘Also we have obtained an inheritance, having 

been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, (12) 

to the end that we who were the first to hope in Messiah should be to the praise of His glory.’  Are 

other foreordained to be lost? We read accordingly from 1 Peter 2: 7 & 8, ‘This precious value, then, 

is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, 

THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” (8) and, “A STONE OF STUBLING AND A ROCK OF 

OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were 

also appointed.’  

Predestination has nothing to do with any specific decision you will make, or your fate, but, it has 

everything to do with the time of your calling – whether Elohim calls you at this time or later. There 

is not a single word in the Scriptures about anyone being predestined to be lost! The decision we 

make regarding our salvation, is not predestined. Elohim has given each and every one of us free 

moral agency – He has ordained that we make our own decisions. That is one of the main reasons 

that we do not force anyone to believe what we teach! It is up to each one of us to check whether 

the things we are taught, appear in the Scriptures, and that there are at least two or three witnesses 

bearing out these facts. Remember that Elohim’s purpose is that we develop His righteous character, 

and that character can only be created over an extended period of time. It must be developed 

through us experiencing different situations and conditions, yet making the right decisions. Although 

Elohim tells us which decisions we should make in Deuteronomy 30: 19, saying: “I call heaven and 

earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the 
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 2 Timothy 3: 12, ‘And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Messiah Yahshua will be persecuted.’ 
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curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants.” The final decision to 

choose life or death for eternity remains ours! 

The only decision that is predestined is Elohim’s. He has predestined some to be called at certain 

times for a specific purpose. The rest will be called by Elohim to understand the way of salvation 

later. So as mentioned before, predestination simply has to do with when one is called. Being an all-

knowing Elohim, YHVH knew long ago that He will need leaders, teachers, and governmental 

administrators for His Kingdom. He therefore planned ahead or predestined to call some during this 

age to train them up to fulfill the required functions. We read about Elohim calling certain ones at 

certain times from 2 Timothy 1: 7 – 9, as follows: ‘For Elohim has not given us a spirit of timidity, 

but of power and love and discipline. (8) Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our 

Master, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power 

of Elohim, (9) who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to His own purpose and grace which He granted us in Messiah Yahshua from all 

eternity.’  A second witness comes from Ephesians 1: 4 & 5, in this way: ‘Just as He chose us in Him 

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him in love. (5) 

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Yahshua Messiah to Himself, according to the kind 

intention of His will.’ 

If we are called at this time, Elohim chose (or foreknew) us before the foundation of the world. And 

according to Romans 8: 29 & 30, quoted previously, ‘whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.’ Likewise, 

‘whom He predestined, these He also called.’ Not will call in the future – but called now during this 

age! If you are called and Elohim has revealed this wonderful truth to your understanding, and you 

are begotten by His Spirit (were immersed in the Name of Yahshua Messiah), then you are having 

your one and only opportunity at this time. Yes, this is then your only opportunity to prepare 

yourself to be used by Messiah in the labor of love, helping to save the vast majority of mankind in 

the world to come (the Olam Haba). Those not called at this time are neither finally lost nor saved – 

despite what they think or believe. 

All people who ever lived sinned and therefore earned the death penalty for sin (eternal death), as 

witnessed in Romans 3: 23, as follows: ‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of Elohim.’ It 

was for this reason that the Creator of all mankind, gave His sinless life to pay for the penalty of our 

sins, as Rav Shaul witnessed in Romans 5: 8 – 10, saying: ‘But Elohim demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Messiah died for us. (9) Much more then, having now 

been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of Elohim through Him. (10) For if 

while we were enemies, we were reconciled to Elohim through the death of His Son, much more, 

having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.’  We are also fully aware by now, that 

salvation can only come through Yahshua our Messiah, as recorded in Acts 4: 11 & 12, in this way: 

“He is the stone WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE VERY 

CORNER stone. (12) And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven 

that has been given among men, by which we must be saved.” No one can have the death penalty 

that he has incurred paid in any other way, but in and through the name and authority of Yahshua 

the Messiah! But neither can anyone receive the benefit of Messiah’s payment unless he has an 

opportunity to accept it. 
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No one can build Elohim’s character without His Spirit indwelling him, and that Spirit is only given 

after repentance, belief and immersion into Yahshua’s saving name! The truth is that Elohim will not 

give immortality to anyone who has not already proven he or she will live Elohim’s way! Millions 

have lived and died without any opportunity to fulfill any of these essential requirements. They 

cannot be given eternal life yet – since they cannot yet be trusted with the awesome powers that we 

will one day have as part of Elohim’s family. Such people are not ‘saved’ yet, but neither are they lost 

– They will have their opportunity to be saved later – after the second resurrection. However, here 

comes the bad news. Those whom Elohim has already called to receive salvation at this time, must 

be very careful what they do and how they live at this time, as we are warned in Hebrews 6: 4 – 6, as 

follows: ‘For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted the heavenly 

gift and have been made partakers of the Set-apart Spirit, (5) and have tasted the good word of 

Elohim and the powers of the age to come, (6) and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew 

them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of Elohim, and put Him 

to open shame.’  A second witness comes from Hebrews 10 – 26 & 27, in this way: ‘For if we go on 

sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 

sins, (27) but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL 

CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.’  

However, to receive this punishment, it is first necessary for them to have known Elohim’s way 

and truth! It is only those to whom Elohim has revealed the knowledge of His truth who have been 

given a  chance to understand spiritual salvation and receive eternal life. If they sin willfully after 

receiving that knowledge, they will not have another chance for salvation – ever! However, there is a 

big difference between sinning willingly and willfully. Adam sinned willingly, but that does not mean 

he is condemned to perish in the lake of fire. There are a few, like Satan who have sinned willfully 

with all knowledge. Those are ultimately condemned to the lake of fire. Elohim will forgive any sin 

that is repented of; even if through weakness, temptation or habit, the sin is repeated. As long as the 

person’s intention and desire is to obey Elohim, he will repent, and Elohim will forgive him, as we 

read from 1 John 1: 9, as follows: ‘If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’ In fact we read Yahshua’s answer to Kepha in 

Matthew 18: 21 & 22, in this way: ‘Then Peter came and said to Him, “Master how often shall my 

brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” (22) Yahshua said to him, “I do not 

say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”’ Elohim is even more willing to 

forgive than that! 

But what is a willful or an unforgiveable sin? If a person has been given spiritual understanding of 

Elohim’s way and has experienced the blessings of that way, but decides he no longer wants to 

follow it, and changes his attitude and deliberately chooses a life of rebellion, despising Elohim’s 

Law, then this sin is unforgivable because he will not repent of it! The fact is that Elohim will not give 

eternal life to anyone who insists on living Satan’s way!  As we’ve read from Hebrews 6: 4 – 6 above, 

‘it is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who tasted the heavenly gift, who shared 

in the Set-apart Spirit and tasted the good word of Elohim, and the powers of the age to come,  if 

they fall away, to be brought back to repentance.’  This is exactly what happened to Satan, when he 

sinned with full knowledge (willfully). Such people have been specifically called by Elohim and given 

His Spirit, yet at some point in time they purposely, knowingly, rejected it! This could be through 

bitterness, refusal to forgive others, or neglect of prayer and Scripture study, they stopped allowing 
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Elohim to build His character in them. Like the servant who did nothing with his mina or talent, they 

failed in Elohim’s purpose for them.  

Yahshua also spoke about another sin that will not be forgiven by Elohim in Mark 3: 28 & 29, saying: 

“Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; 

(29) but whoever blasphemies against the Set-apart Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an 

eternal sin.” What gave rise to what Yahshua said here? What grave accusation did the scribes made 

against Yahshua? We read from Mark 3: 22, ‘And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were 

saying, “He (meaning Yahshua) is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the 

ruler of the demons.” To intentionally speak abusively against the Set-apart Spirit and attribute 

works of Elohim’s Spirit to the devil is blasphemy and is to deliberately reject the only power by 

which one can be converted (changed spiritually) and be given salvation. It is therefore a deliberate, 

premeditated, willful rejection of Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit. 

This age is indeed the age of salvation for those whom Elohim has called at this time, but all others 

will have their ‘day’ of salvation later. Elohim is only calling a relatively few people during this age for 

the purpose to train to become rulers and teachers of those who will be called later, during and 

beyond the Millennium, but the vast majority are blinded at this time. Therefore, most people 

simply have not had a chance to understand the truth about salvation yet. We see that the Set-apart 

Spirit was first given to those called to be first fruits in Acts 2: 1 on the Day of First Fruits (or 

Pentecost), the very same day that Elohim made His original Marriage covenant with ancient Israel 

at Mount Sinai. But other than with the original marriage covenant, the promise was made only to 

those Elohim had predestined to call. It was YHVH, not the apostles, who added new converts to His 

ecclesia of called-out believers, as witnessed in the second part of Acts 2: 47, as follows: “And YHVH 

was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.” The Set-apart Spirit which 

we receive at immersion in Yahshua’s name (Acts 2: 38) and by the laying on of hands (Acts 8: 16 & 

17), unites with our human spirits that is in us. It impregnates us with Elohim – life, which makes us 

the begotten children of Elohim, heirs with Abraham of the Kingdom of Elohim, but not yet 

inheritors. 

It is the Set-apart Spirit that imparts to the physical brain the Spiritual understanding to know the 

things of Elohim, as Rav Shaul explained in 1 Corinthians 2: 9 – 12, in this way: ‘But just as it is 

written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT 

ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT ELOHIM HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” 

(10) For to us Elohim revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the 

depths of Elohim. (11) For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the 

man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of Elohim no one knows except the Spirit of Elohim. 

(12) Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from Elohim, that we 

might know the things freely given to us by Elohim.’ The Set-apart Spirit allows us to develop 

Elohim’s character, His very divine nature in us as we are also promised by Rav Kepha in 2 Peter 1: 4, 

saying: ‘For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by 

them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 

the world by lust.’  

When Adam chose to disobey Elohim, he was thrown out of the Garden of Eden and denied access 

to the Set-apart Spirit and eternal life. He and his progeny were then kidnapped by Satan. Even 
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though the world would then be ruled by Satan for 6,000 years, Elohim knew that this was the best 

way for humans to learn their lesson. Those called before Messiah’s return to earth, must with the 

help of the Set-apart Spirit, overcome Satan while he is still ruling. Yes it is not easy, but it helps 

them qualify for a greater position of responsibility in the coming Kingdom of Elohim. Greater 

character is built when one has obstacles, such as Satan’s influence, to overcome. Living in a world 

filled with sin also helps us learn to thoroughly hate sin. Very soon the 6,000 year sentence on 

Satan’s world is due to end. Suddenly, when least expected Yahshua Messiah will come in power and 

glory to rule the world as King of kings and Master of masters. He will remarry His bride, His ecclesia 

of called our believers who made themselves ready. This is when He will make a new (marriage) 

covenant with the house of Judah and the house of Israel, when He writes His covenant (the Ten 

Commandments, the statutes and the judgments given to ancient Israel at Mount Sinai) on the 

hearts and minds of the house of Israel as may be read from Jeremiah 31: 31 - 34. Then after this 

world has been freed from Satan’s rule and deceptions, it will once again be under Elohim’s 

Government. Millions of modern-day descendants of the lost ten tribes of Israel, together with Jews 

who will only return to worshipping Elohim’s Torah fully during the coming great tribulation, will 

have been rescued from slave labor camps. In an exodus greater than the original deliverance of 

ancient Israel from Egypt, they will supernaturally be delivered from their captors, as witnessed in 

Jeremiah 16: 14 & 15, as follows: “Therefore behold, days are coming” declares YHVH, “when it will 

no longer be said, ‘As YHVH lives, who brought up the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ (15) 

but, ‘As YHVH lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of the north and from all the 

countries where He had banished them.’ For I will restore them to their own land which I gave to 

their fathers.”  

Many will recall the warnings given them by the prophets in the Scriptures, about the coming Great 

Tribulation. Others will have been warned during the Tribulation by two witnesses, recorded in 

Revelation 11: 3 – 12. They will be willing to admit that their old way of life in a civilization founded 

by Satan, was wrong; and will then gladly accept Elohim’s way of life. These millions will upon 

repentance be spiritually begotten, and will then grow in Elohim’s character, and be born into 

Elohim’s spiritual family during the course of the thousand year reign of Messiah and the resurrected 

first born believers. Gentiles will also be taught Elohim’s way of life during the Millennium rule of 

Messiah. First, the modern day descendants of the twelve tribes of Israel will learn to obey, and 

then, following their example, also all the other nations.  

All who live during the Millennium will have their chance to participate in the salvation process. But 

what about those who have already died without having understood Elohim’s truth. Yahshua 

described a time during which people from all generations will be resurrected and judged at the 

same time in Matthew 12: 42, as follows: ‘The Queen of the South shall rise up with this generation 

at the judgment and shall condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 

wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.’ The Queen of the South 

will be in the second resurrection, after the millennium. She will repent and accept Yahshua Messiah 

as her personal Savior. She will also accept and live by what is written in the Scriptures and her name 

will be entered into the book of life as witnessed in Revelation 20: 12.  

Elohim will resurrect these people who died throughout the ages during the second resurrection and 

open their minds to understand the Scriptures as witnessed in Revelation 20: 12, in this way: ‘And I 

saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne (during the great white throne 
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judgment), and books (the Scriptures) were opened (to their understanding); and another book was 

opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in 

the books, according to their deeds.”  They will be given a chance to make an informed decision, 

before they will be judged.  The reason is that these people from all ages – sinful as some of them 

were – had no knowledge of the true Elohim and His Torah. Messiah only appeared a number of 

years after them and they did not know Him or His Saving Name.  

Those of us called out of the world to follow the way of Elohim at this time are first fruits to be 

harvested at Messiah’s return, whereas these people will be part of the second great harvest. After 

death, these people wait for the resurrection and judgment from YHVH, as witnessed in Hebrews 9: 

27, as follows: ‘And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 

judgment.’  We read more about those who will be in the second resurrection from Isaiah 25: 7 – 9, 

in this way: ‘And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even 

the veil which is stretched over all nations. (8) He will swallow up death for all time, And YHVH 

Elohim will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all 

the earth; For YHVH has spoken. (9) And it will be said in that day, “Behold, this is our Elohim for 

whom we have waited that He might save us. This is YHVH for whom we have waited; let us 

rejoice and be glad in His salvation.”’’ The veil which is over all nations will only be destroyed, when 

death will be swallowed up, after the Day of Judgment described in Revelations 20: 11 – 14. The Day 

of Judgment for all the billions who lived over the past centuries will only come after the Millennial 

rule of Yahshua Messiah.  

We see that the people who were blinded in the past will have the veil, which is stretched over 

them, removed. But do not be mistaken; if these untold billions of formerly blinded people are 

merely judged by their works, many of them who were thieves, prostitutes, dictators and false 

prophets will all perish in the lake of fire. They did not ever repent and were not immersed, nor did 

they study the Scriptures as we are instructed in 2 Peter 3: 18, as follows: ‘But grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Master and Savior Yahshua Messiah. To Him be the glory, both now and to the 

day of eternity. Amein.’  This is truly (YHVH)’s Last Great Day; the time spoken about by Rav Shaul in 

Philippians 2: 9 - 11, saying: ‘Therefore also Elohim highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name, (10) that at the name of Yahshua EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of 

those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, (11) and that every tongue should 

confess that Yahshua Messiah is Master, to the glory of Elohim the Father.’  We see from John 7: 

37, that Yahshua stood up and cried out to His people on the last day, the great day of the feast, 

saying: “If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.”  This indicates that all the unsaved 

dead are to be raised and given a final opportunity to kneel before Messiah.  

Their ‘day of salvation’, their period of judgment will begin at that time. We see from Isaiah 65: 20 

that this period will last for one hundred years, in this way: “No longer will there be in it an infant 

who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at 

the age of one hundred and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred shall be thought 

accursed.”  There will be no premature deaths and those who repent and overcome during that 

period of time, will be given the opportunity to accept Yahshua as their Master and Savior, or reject 

His way of life. Those who accept Yahshua as their Savior will after living out their lives be changed 

into spiritual sons and daughters of Elohim. But, there will be some who will never accept Elohim’s 

way of life. Their fate is to be burned up once for all. They will not be tormented forever, as only 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 128 
 

spirit beings like Satan and his demons have that fate awaiting them. Unrepentant Human beings 

made from flesh and blood will burn until they become ashes under the feet of the righteous, as 

may be read from Malachi 4: 1 - 3.  

 

The second resurrection is the resurrection of the wicked and the unsaved dead. YHVH our Elohim 

does not have double standards – the countless unsaved billions deserve to have the same chance 

that we are having. They will only be judged on what they did, after they learn about the truth of 

Elohim. The damnations that we read about in the Scriptures apply to those of us called during this 

age, as we are being judged at this time (as per 1 Peter 4: 1723); those of us who do not qualify at 

Messiah’s return, will simply be burnt to ashes together with the wicked who sinned with full 

knowledge. For the unsaved billions who died without knowing Elohim’s truth, the Scriptures will be 

opened to their understanding after the 2nd resurrection. That will not be a second chance – since 

they were blinded by YHVH Himself in the past. That will be the second great harvest of human 

beings into Elohim’s kingdom. After this the holy city, New Jerusalem will come down out of heaven 

and Elohim Himself will come and dwell among His people as recorded in Revelation 21: 1 – 3. 

Baruch HaShem YHVH! 
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 1 Peter 4: 17, ‘For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of Elohim; and if it begins with us 
first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of Elohim?’ 
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Chapter 22: The truth about the covenants Elohim made with mankind. 

Most people who are aware of the Ten Commandments believe that they did not exist until Moses 
received it from Elohim’s hand and that it lasted only until Messiah’s death. Those who hold this 
believe, also believe that Messiah came to establish a ‘New’ Covenant, consisting of grace and 
promises without any laws. However, the Ten Commandments did not begin when Elohim made the 
covenant with ancient Israel at Mount Sinai. 

To better understand the truth about the original covenant Elohim made with ancient Israel and the 
Renewed Covenant that Yahshua came to make, we need to understand that Elohim’s law of love 
existed long before the creation of Adam and Eve. Elohim is concerned about the welfare of all His 
created beings. Elohim’s love is an attitude of help, service and cooperation. Put simply it is the way 
of ‘give’ as opposed to the way of ‘get’, so prevalent in the world today. 

Elohim has ordained that mankind learns to live His way of love. We see from 1 John 5: 3 that the 
love of Elohim is that we keep His commandments and His commandments are not burdensome. But 
to which commandments is Rav Yochanan referring? When Yahshua the Messiah was on earth about 
2,000 years ago he answered someone who asked Him in Matthew 19: 16, saying: “Teacher, what 
good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life? Yahshua answered him in verse 17, in this way: 
“Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to 
enter into life, keep the commandments.” The person then asked Yahshua in verse 18, “Which 
ones?” Upon which Yahshua answered in verses 18 & 19, saying: “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT 
MURDER; YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTARY; YOU SHALL NOT STEAL; YOU SHALL NOT BEAR 
FALSE WITNESS; (19) HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER; and YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AS YOURSELF.” Yahshua was obviously referring to the Ten Commandments. 

The Ten Commandments constitute a spiritual law that is unchangeable and eternal; a law that 
represents love and its fulfillment, as also expressed in Romans 13: 10, as follows: ‘Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.’  We see further from Psalm 111: 7 
& 8, that Elohim’s Spiritual law will be upheld eternally, in this way: ‘The works of His hands are 
truth and justice; all His precepts are sure. (8) They are upheld forever and ever; they are 
performed in truth and uprightness.’ The Ten Commandments is also the covenant that YHVH made 
with the nation of Israel, as witnessed from Deuteronomy 4: 12 – 14, as follows: “Then YHVH spoke 
to you from the midst of the fire; you heard the sound of words, but you saw no form – only a 
voice. (13) So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, that is the 
Ten Commandments, and He wrote them on two tablets of stone. (14) And YHVH commanded me 
at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that you might perform them in the land where 
you are going over to possess it.” The statutes are an explanation of how we apply the Ten 
Commandments in our lives; and the judgments are the punishment due for breaking the 
commandments. 

The question is: Why don’t we have peace, harmony and cooperation in the world at this time? The 
overriding reason is because of the transgression of Elohim’s law of love. Disobedience to the Ten 
Commandments has produced misery, unhappiness, suffering and death to the world since Adam. 
Before the creation of man Elohim placed angels on earth to finish its creation and to administer His 
government on earth. Elohim’s government based on love was administered by angels for millions of 
years. There was peace, joy, harmony and success on earth; until the anointed cherub Lucifer 
rebelled against the government of Elohim, as the prophet Ezekiel explains in Ezekiel 28: 13 – 15, as 
follows: “You were in Eden, the garden of Elohim; every precious stone was your covering: the 
ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the 
turquoise, and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, was in 
you. On the day that you were created they were prepared. (14) You were the anointed cherub 
who covers, and I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain (the government) of Elohim; 
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you walked in the midst of stones of fire. (15) You were blameless in your ways from the day you 
were created, until unrighteousness was found in you.” The account is expounded upon further in 
Isaiah 14: 12 – 15, in this way: “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning (the KJV 
reads Lucifer here), son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have 
weakened the nations! (13) But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 
throne above the stars of Elohim, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the 
north (where Elohim’s throne is). (14) I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make 
myself like the Most High,’ (15) Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of 
the pit.”  

We see from 2 Peter 2: 4, that Rav Kepha also mentions Satan’s ultimate destiny, as follows: ‘For if 
Elohim did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits 
of darkness reserved for judgment.’ We see the judgment executed upon Lucifer and a third of the 
angels who followed him in rebellion explained in Revelation 12: 3 - 4 & 9, in this way: ‘And another 
sign appeared in heaven; and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and 
on his heads were seven diadems. (4) And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and 
threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so 
that when she give birth he might devour her child. (9) And the great dragon was thrown down, 
the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown 
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.’  This was confirmed by Yahshua 
the image of Elohim, who existed eternally, when He said in Luke 10: 18: “I was watching Satan fall 
from heaven like lightning.” 

Many years later Elohim created Adam and Eve. He immediately instructed them in His way of life. 
After instructing them Elohim required them to make a decision. In order to receive Elohim’s Set-
apart Spirit (symbolized by the ‘tree of life’) and restore Elohim’s government on earth, Adam would 
have to reject Satan’s way of get and follow Elohim’s way of give according to His law of love. At that 
time Satan was in the Garden of Eden to tempt the first humans. Adam decided to reject Elohim’s 
way and made a fateful decision for himself and all of his descendants after him. Elohim therefore 
drove Adam and Eve out of the garden, and shut mankind off from access to the Set-apart Spirit. 
From then on Elohim would reveal the true knowledge and understanding of His spiritual law and 
plan only to those of His choosing, as witnessed in 1 Peter 1: 10 – 12, as follows: ‘As to this 
salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search 
and inquiry, (11) seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Messiah within them was 
indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Messiah and the glories to follow. (12) It was revealed 
to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been 
announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Set-apart Spirit sent from 
heaven—things into which angels long to look.’ 

Mankind would not have free access to Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit and spiritual understanding again 
until Messiah’s return to put an end to Satan’s reign (Revelation 20: 1- 3). During the preceding 
nearly six thousand years of Satan’s rule, those relatively few whom Elohim has been calling as first 
fruits, have indeed received His Set-apart Spirit and been begotten spiritually. They have the special 
opportunity to enter into a renewed covenant relationship with Elohim. Elohim made a number of 
covenants with mankind, of which the conditions of three covenants were met by Noah, Abraham 
and David. The covenant that Elohim made with Noah is still applicable today, since we still see the 
appearance of a rainbow in the sky after every rainstorm. This is also the one sign that we have 
today, of the existence of Elohim, as He told Noah in Genesis 9: 12 – 16, saying: “This is the sign of 
the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for all successive generations; (13) I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a 
covenant between Me and the earth. (14) And it shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the 
earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, (15) and I will remember My covenant, which is 
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between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become 
a flood to destroy all flesh. (16) When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember 
the everlasting covenant between Elohim and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 

Next we get to the everlasting covenant that YHVH made with our father in the faith Abraham in 
Genesis 17: 7 – 11, as follows: “And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be Elohim to 
you and to your descendants after you. (8) And I will give to you and to your descendants after 
you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession; and I will be 
their Elohim.” (9) Elohim said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, 
you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. (10) This is My covenant, which 
you shall keep between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall 
be circumcised. (11) And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be the 
sign of the covenant between Me and you.” It is stated very clearly here that as fulfillment of the 
agreement with Abraham (i.e. that he and his descendants after him have themselves circumcised in 
the flesh), he and his descendants are heirs of the Promised Land Canaan for an everlasting 
possession. That essentially means that they will inherit the Promised Land to live in forever. It is 
true, it meant that Abraham’s descendants lived in the Promised Land anciently and some are still 
living there today, but the only way in which they will be able to live in it for an everlasting 
possession, is when they will live in it during the Kingdom of Elohim on earth where Israel will have 
their headquarters in Jerusalem.  This will be from where Yahshua will administrate the Kingdom of 
Elohim on earth. This is also where after the Millennium and the second resurrection; after the Great 
White Throne judgment, the New Jerusalem will be established, after everything that can burn, has 
been burnt up.    

It is for this reason that we read about the promises made to Abraham from Hebrews 11: 8 – 10, ‘By 
faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an 
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. (9) By faith he lived as an alien in 
the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents (temporary dwellings) with Isaac and 
Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; (10) for he was looking for a city which has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is Elohim.’ However, we read from verses 39 & 40 of Hebrews 11 
(talking about all our fathers and mothers in the faith who were specifically called according to 
Elohim’s will): ‘And all these, having gained approval (by fulfilling their side of the covenant) 
through their faith, did not receive what was promised, (40) because Elohim had provided 
something better for us (Abraham’s descendants), so that apart from us they should not be made 
perfect.’ In fact Galatians 3 & 4 goes in to great detail about the law of inheritance, telling us that we 
are Abraham’s children through promise like Isaac. It also continues in Galatians 3: 26 – 29, saying 
that if we have faith in Messiah (i.e. believe in both His saving name, Yahshua and in what He said 
and did whilst He was on earth) and belong to Him (by accepting Him as our Passover Lamb and be 
immersed in His name) we are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. The question is what 
was the covenant promise? As we’ve read from Genesis 17, the promise was to dwell in the land of 
Canaan – the Promised Land for ever.  

But, when will we be able to dwell in the Promised Land for ever?  We will only be able to dwell in 
the Promised Land for an everlasting possession, after Messiah’s return when He will come and 
establish the Kingdom of Elohim on earth. However, to be able to live in the Promised Land which 
Abraham is also waiting to inherit, we need to fulfill our part of the covenant agreement Abraham 
made with Elohim, and all our male descendants should be circumcised. This is after all also the 
requirement for all males who partake of the Passover. We see from Joshua 5: 3 – 5, 10 that during 
the time that ancient Israel wandered around in the wilderness for forty years, their children were 
not circumcised, but before they entered the Promised Land and before they partook of their first 
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Passover, they were circumcised, as follows: ‘So Joshua made himself flint knives and circumcised 
the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. (4) And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all 
the people who came out of Egypt who were males, all the men of war, died in the wilderness 
along the way, after they came out of Egypt. (5) For all the people who came out were circumcised, 
but all the people who were born in the wilderness along the way as they came out of Egypt had 
not been circumcised. (10) While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal, they observed the Passover 
on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho.’ I believe this is 
similar to what will happen to those who will repent as a result of the coming great tribulation, 
before the coming of Messiah. They will be immersed into Messiah’s saving name and all their males 
will be circumcised before entering the Millennium in the Promised Land under Yahshua’s reign, 
similar to what happened in Joshua’s time. 

If we fully understand the second part of the promise made to Abraham and its latter day fulfillment 
– that he and his descendants will dwell in the Promised Land as an everlasting possession, we will 
realize that it has to do with where those who qualify like our fathers in the faith did, will spent 
eternity. If those who are called at this time remain faithful to the end, we will with Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, David, and others mentioned in Hebrews 11, be resurrected at Messiah’s return, to rule 
the world under Him from Jerusalem, the headquarters of the world to come. Understanding these 
truths fully will help us get rid of false doctrine that good people go the heaven upon death, and evil 
people will be tormented in an eternal hell fire.  

Finally before discussing the marriage covenant that YHVH entered into with the ancient nation of 
Israel at Mount Sinai, we get to the covenant promise that YHVH made with King David and his 
descendants. In 2 Samuel 7 YHVH tells David that He will raise-up a descendant after him and will 
establish his throne forever. We know that this (‘forever’) can only occur when Yahshua returns to 
rule the world from Jerusalem for a thousand years and onto eternity. At that time YHVH also tells 
David that he will not build a house for Him during his lifetime, but that his son Solomon will, as we 
read from verses 12 to 16 of 2 Samuel 7, as follows: “When your days are complete and you lie 
down with your fathers (note: this does not say that David was going to heaven, after his death), I 
will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his 
kingdom. (13) He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. (This is not saying that King Solomon will live eternally, but that his throne will be 
established forever – this is the very same throne which Yahshua will occupy at His return one day) 
(14) I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct 
him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, (15) but My lovingkindness shall not 
depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. (16) And your 
house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.”  
We read in Luke 1: 32 and 33 where Elohim spoke to Miriam about Yahshua using virtually the same 
words that He spoke to David through Nathan, saying: “He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High; and YHVH Elohim will give Him the throne of His father David; (33) and He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end.”  

Because the principle of duality that runs throughout the Scriptures, we see that King David’s throne 
is even now occupied by someone ruling in his place, as much as the Levites who are presently 
teaching in Judah, assisting in maintaining the Oracles of Elohim (i.e. computing/maintaining the 
Hebrew calendar, Koshering of foodstuffs available for sale to Torah keeping individuals in society, 
and maintaining Torah Scrolls). We read accordingly from Jeremiah 33: 20 – 22: “Thus says YHVH, ‘If 
you can break My covenant for the day, and My covenant for the night, so that day and night will 
not be at their appointed time, (21) then My covenant may also be broken with David My servant 
that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and with the Levitical Priests, My ministers. (22) 
As the host of heaven cannot be counted, and the sand of the sea cannot be measured, so I will 
multiply the descendants of David My servant and the Levites who minister to Me.”’ That is why 
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there is actually someone occupying King David’s throne at this very time. From the blessings given 
to the twelve tribes of Israel, immediately prior to his death, Moses said about Joseph in 
Deuteronomy 33: 13 – 16: ‘And of Joseph he said, “Blessed of YHVH be his land, with the choice 
things of heaven, with the dew, and from the deep lying beneath, (14) and with the choice yield of 
the sun, and the choice produce of the months. (15) And with the best things of the ancient 
mountains, and with the choice things of the everlasting hills, (16) and with the choice things of 
the earth and its fullness, and the favor of Him who dwelt in the bush. Let it come to the head of 
Joseph, and to the crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers.”’  

This was in fact similar to Jacob’s blessing of Joseph in Genesis 49: 22 – 26, in this way: “Joseph is a 
fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; its branches run over a wall. (23) The archers bitterly 
attacked him, and shot at him and harassed him; (24) But his bow remained firm, and his arms 
were agile, from the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of 
Israel), (25) From the Elohim of your father who helps you, and by the Almighty who blesses you 
with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts 
and of the womb. (26) The blessings of your father have surpassed the blessings of my ancestors 
up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; may they be on the head of Joseph, and on the 
crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers.” We have identified Joseph’s son’s 
Ephraim and Manasseh in a previous teaching as being the British Commonwealth and the United 
States of America respectively. As Jacob’s first born son Reuben sinned against his father and was 
disqualified, Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph’s sons received a double portion during the latter days. 
Verse 16 of Deuteronomy 33 as well as verse 26 of Genesis 49 tells us that the crown will belong to 
Joseph’s son to whom Jacob gave the first born blessing, namely Ephraim. The crown spoken about 
here is David’s, presently being worn by Queen Elizabeth of England and the leader of the British 
Commonwealth.  

We read (YHVH)’s promise to David in Psalm 89: 28 – 37, in this way: ‘My lovingkindness I will keep 
for him forever, and My covenant shall be confirmed to him. (29) So I will establish his descendants 
forever, and his throne as the days of heaven. (30)  If his sons forsake My law, and do not walk in 
My judgments, (31) if they violate My statutes, and do not keep My commandments. (32) Then I 
will visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. (33) But I will not break off 
My lovingkindness from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. (34) My covenant I will not 
violate, nor will I alter the utterance of My lips. (35) Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie 
to David. (36) His descendants shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before Me. (37) It 
shall be established forever like the moon, and the witness in the sky is faithful.’ We see that 
ultimately Yahshua will take the throne from the queen or whoever, will occupy her throne, when 
He returns to rule the world from Jerusalem, forever.  

The reason why we read about the continual existence of the Levitical Priesthood with David’s 
throne in Jeremiah 33: 20 – 22, is because of the covenant of piece that YHVH made with Phinehas in 
Numbers 25: 11 - 13, after he saved the nation from the plague caused by them playing the harlot 
with the daughters of Moab, as follows: “Phinehas the son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron the priest, 
has turned away My wrath from the sons of Israel, in that he was jealous with My jealousy among 
them, so that I did not destroy the sons of Israel in My jealousy. (12) Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give 
him My covenant of peace; (13) and it shall be for him and his descendants after him, a covenant 
of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his Elohim, and made atonement for the 
sons of Israel.” 

Let’s now turn to the marriage covenant that YHVH made with the nation of Israel. This is essentially 
the only covenant that YHVH is busy renewing with both houses of Israel. One of the most important 
doctrines the living Messiah has revealed to us, His latter day ecclesia, is that of the marriage 
covenant made with the nation of Israel and its renewal. Unfortunately many confused the word 
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‘covenant’ with ‘testament’. To begin with, a testament is not the same as a covenant and it is 
important to understand the difference. A testament is a written legal instrument by which a person 
bequeaths or wills certain of his possessions to another person. It is usually not in payment or a 
reward for work or responsibility performed. But a covenant is a mutual agreement, a legal 
undertaking to do or not to do a certain act; a document describing the terms of the agreement. In 
Scriptural language a covenant is an agreement, by which one party promises certain rewards or 
payments in return for certain stipulated performance by the other party.   

So it is clear that the covenant made with Abraham to depart from the land of his birth for a territory 
of Canaan was a binding agreement, which YHVH made with Abraham. Another requirement that 
Abraham had to fulfill was as his part of the covenant to circumcise the foreskin of his flesh as a sign 
of the everlasting covenant between Elohim and him. If Abraham and his descendants would 
comply, then Elohim, in turn, bound Himself to fulfill the specific promise in His covenant with 
Abraham. Notice that no death had to take place to make this covenant binding as would have been 
necessary if this was a testament. Elohim’s covenant was confirmed with Isaac (Genesis 26: 2 – 5) 
and Jacob (Genesis 27: 27 – 30) whose name was later changed to Israel. Years later, due to a great 
famine in the land of Canaan, where Israel lived, the patriarch and his family moved to Egypt, where 
they grew into a large nation. Through circumstances beyond their control the nation of Israel 
eventually became enslaved to the Egyptians.  

Turning to Exodus 2: 23 – 25, we see that Elohim looked down on the nation of Israel enslaved in 
Egypt and He remembered His covenant with their forefathers, as follows: ‘Now it came about in 
the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of 
the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to Elohim. 
(24) So Elohim heard their groaning; and Elohim remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. (25) And Elohim saw the sons of Israel, and Elohim took notice of them.’ Eventually 
YHVH released the children of Israel from bondage through a series of miracles and led them out of 
Egypt. Forty seven days after the Israelites left Egypt, they came to the wilderness of Sinai and 
camped in front of the mountain (Exodus 19: 1 & 2). Elohim, through his servant Moses proposed a 
covenant with the nation of Israel. In the covenant Elohim promised to make them a great nation, 
provided they would obey Him. 

We see from Exodus 19: 8 that the people immediately agreed, saying: “All that YHVH has spoken 
we will do!  Notice, these forefathers of ours were so confident in their own ability to obey that they 
readily agreed to the covenant with Elohim. Because the Israelites expressed their desire to enter 
into a covenant agreement with Elohim, He informed Moses to tell them to consecrate themselves 
and be ready for the third day, the sixth day of the third month (the 6th of Sivan). On the third day, 
amid an awesome display of lightning, thunder and thick clouds churning over the mountain, 
Elohim’s powerful voice thundered out the basic law of His government – the great spiritual law 
defining His way of life. The covenant made at Sinai – called the “Old Covenant” today – imposed 
upon the nation of Israel certain terms and conditions to be performed. The people were to obey 
the Ten Commandments and for obedience their reward would be that Elohim would make them a 
nation above all people. Notice that these promises were purely national and material. There was no 
mention of spiritual blessings. 

Elohim then wrote these commandments with His own finger on two tablets of stone. We read from 
Deuteronomy 6: 1, 4 & 5 what YHVH said to Moses after Elohim gave the Ten Commandments to the 
Israelites, as follows: “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which YHVH 
your Elohim has commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are 
going over to possess it. (4) Hear, O Israel! YHVH is our Elohim, YHVH is one! (5) And you shall love 
YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might!” Elohim gave 
Moses additional instructions how to apply the Ten Commandments in the form of civil statutes and 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 135 
 

judgments, and instructed Moses to write these statutes and judgments together with the Ten 
Commandments in a book called ‘the book of the covenant’ (see Genesis 24: 4 & 7). Therefore these 
additional laws became part and parcel of the covenant that Elohim made with Israel. 

But we see from verses 5 – 8 of Exodus 24, that the covenant had to be ratified or confirmed with 
blood before it became binding, in this way: ‘And he sent young men of the sons of Israel, and they 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as peace offerings to YHVH. (6) And Moses took 
half of the blood and put it in basins, and the other half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.  (7) 
Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, “All 
that YHVH has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!” (8) So Moses took the blood and 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant, which YHVH has made 
with you in accordance with all these words.” Once a covenant is signed, sealed or ratified, it 
cannot be added to as Rav Shaul explained in Galatians 3: 15, saying: ‘Brethren, I speak in terms of 
human relations; even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one 
sets it aside or adds conditions to it.’  

The covenant made at Mount Sinai was typical of a marriage contract between a man and a woman. 
It was symbolically a marriage agreement between (the Word of) Elohim and the nation of Israel. As 
the arm of YHVH who dealt with the nation of Israel in the Tanach, the Word of Elohim – the 
husband – promised to materially provide for and protect the nation, or congregation of Israel. The 
nation as his wife, in turn agreed to remain faithful to Him - to refrain from adulterous relationships 
with the gods of other nations around them. Israel as a nation accepted the role of a wife, to obey 
her Husband Elohim. The blessings that YHVH would provide for His bride is given in Leviticus 26: 3 – 
13 and Deuteronomy 28: 1 – 14. However, we see the curses that would befall them if they 
disobeyed YHVH, given in Leviticus 26: 14 – 19 and Deuteronomy 28: 15 – 68. 

As mentioned before, Elohim’s spiritual law existed long before Adam and Eve were created. But 
Scriptural record shows that knowledge of Elohim’s law was only available to a special few in ancient 
times. Those whom YHVH called individually to perform a special work in His service – the prophets 
and patriarchs of old knew and kept Elohim’s Ten Commandments, statutes and other laws. We see 
the example of Abraham mentioned in Genesis 26: 5, as follows: ‘Because Abraham obeyed Me and 
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My laws.” Abraham did not only obey the 
commandments, no he also obeyed Elohim’s statutes and laws. The statutes and other laws of 
Elohim actually magnify, or reveal specific applications of the Ten Commandments. The judgments 
that YHVH gave along with His other laws are for the protection of everyone’s legal rights. The 
judgments are binding decisions on Elohim’s previously revealed law. These decisions are used to 
settle future disputes and to render sentence or verdict. 

The examples given in Exodus 16: 2824 and 18: 15 & 1625 show clearly that Elohim revealed laws to 
the nation of Israel in Exodus 20 that were already in force. Clearly Israel could not refuse to obey 
laws that did not exist! Both these instances occurred before the nation reached Sinai – before the 
covenant was made through Moses. Therefore the Scriptures shows that the commandments, 
statutes and judgments, all based on the principle of love toward Elohim and love toward fellow 
man – were in force prior to the establishment of Elohim’s marriage covenant with the nation of 
Israel! This being the case, why did Elohim have to reveal His law to the children of Israel when 
establishing His covenant with them? Simply because people had strayed so far from the truth by 
the time of Moses, that Elohim had to reveal His laws and statutes again or anew  to the Israelites. 

                                                           
24

 Exodus 16: 28: ‘Then YHVH said to Moses, “How long do you refuse to keep My commandments and My 
instructions.”’ 
25

 Exodus 18:  15 & 16: ‘And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of 
Elohim. When they have a dispute, it comes to me, and I judge between a man and his neighbor, and make 
known the statutes of Elohim and His laws.”’ 
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Ancient Israel had lost much, if not most of the knowledge of Elohim’s way in Egyptian bondage. 
Since the Ten Commandments, the statutes and the judgments were already in force, the only thing 
new about them at Mount Sinai was the written codification thereof which Elohim presented to the 
people after rehearsing them with His own voice. The civil statutes and judgments were also 
revealed to Israel to show how the Ten Commandments should be applied to the physical nation. An 
important point to remember is: Since Elohim’s Ten Commandments, statutes and judgments 
existed before the covenant was made with Israel, they were definitely not abolished in 31CE when 
Yahshua Messiah, (their husband) died.  

When Elohim brought Israel to the foot of Mount Sinai, He gave the Ten Commandments to them. 
He allowed Moses to declare His statutes and judgments to Israel, when they were scared to hear 
His voice. These statutes and judgments, as we’ve seen, magnify the Ten Commandments. However, 
we see that the physical ceremonies and sacrifices did not begin at that time. The only sacrifice 
mentioned in the book of the covenant was instituted in Egypt, as may be understood from Exodus 
23: 18, in this way: “You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread; nor is the fat 
of My feast to remain overnight until morning.” This is obviously talking about the Passover that 
was instituted in Egypt, weeks before to protect the first born in Israel, when YHVH killed the first 
born in Egypt. It was repeated in the covenant made at Sinai, but it was not instituted by that 
covenant! 

In addition we see that when YHVH spoke the terms of His covenant to Israel after they were 
brought out of Egypt, He did not give them instructions for a sacrificial system of laws, as witnessed 
in Jeremiah 7: 22 – 23, as follows: “For I did not speak to your fathers, or commanded them in the 
day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. (23) But 
this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your Elohim, and you will be 
My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with you’” 
Elohim did not command sacrifices to be offered originally. This explains why the temporary 
sacrifices, instituted after the first covenant was made and ratified at Mount Sinai, were not 
perpetuated after Messiah became the sacrifice in respect of sin, to reconcile us back to the Father. 
Only the Passover continued, but with different symbols, as we now keep it in remembrance of 
Messiah’s death, until His return. The reason why the Passover is continued is that it began before 
the covenant that YHVH made at Mount Sinai. 

The very fact that Yahshua substituted unleavened bread and wine for the Passover lamb only, and 
not for the Levitical offerings, is one proof that the ceremonial offerings were temporary and no 
longer in affect. Further proof of these facts are given in Galatians 3: 19, in this way: ‘Why the 
(sacrificial) Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through 
angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been 
made.” Rav Shaul explains that the temporary rituals and sacrifices were afterward ‘added because 
of transgressions’ – because Elohim’s spiritual law was being broken by the Israelites. When Elohim 
made His covenant with ancient Israel, He wrote the Ten Commandments on two tablets of stone. 
At that time He also had Moses write His civil statutes and judgments in a book. But this book did 
not at first, contain the laws of burnt offerings and sacrifices. Elohim had these added later, as a 
separate part of the civil statutes, because the Israelites had begun to transgress Elohim’s laws. 

The keeping of these ritualistic laws required a great deal of additional work, as witnessed by the 
first seven chapters of Leviticus. That is essentially why they became known as the ‘works of the 
law’ as may be seen in Scriptures like Galatians 2: 16. But we see from Galatians 3: 19 that these 
additional (sacrificial) laws lasted until Messiah’s sacrifice, as already quoted. Notice especially the 
words “until the seed should come”.  Rav Shaul further explains the purpose of the sacrificial laws in 
verse 24 of Galatians 3, as follows: ‘Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Messiah, 
that we may be justified by faith.’ These physical sacrificial laws foreshadowed the sacrifice of 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 137 
 

Messiah and were a ‘reminder of sin’ to teach the people the need for Messiah— the true Passover 
Lamb (1 Corinthians 5: 7), who would pay the penalty of human transgression for all mankind, at 
which time these sacrificial laws would cease. These temporary ritualistic laws did not define sin as 
the rest of Torah do; they were simply reminders of sin and the fact that atonement comes through 
the shedding of blood. The Torah laws which explain what sin is are the ones we are to keep in the 
spirit as well as the letter today. These ritualistic laws had no further use when the Lamb of Elohim 
died for the sins of the world, and when the Set-apart Spirit became available for those called out of 
the world by Elohim. However, be aware that they did not cease because they were part of the 
original marriage covenant between Elohim and Israel. They were added after the first covenant was 
ratified! These rituals ceased to be needed only because the true sacrifice for sin had been offered!   

The original marriage covenant made at Sinai was between the ancient nation of Israel and Elohim. 
We know that ancient Israel became two separate nations, namely the house of Judah and the 
house of Israel. The house of Israel was not faithful to her part of the marriage agreement. The 
people turned from worshipping Elohim and followed the customs of the heathen, serving their false 
gods. They broke their part of the marriage covenant by committing spiritual adultery, and as a 
result YHVH divorced them as witnessed in Jeremiah 3: 6 & 7. Since Elohim is Set-apart He cannot 
co-exist with sin, and He was forced to separate His ‘wife’ from Himself, as we read from Isaiah 59: 1 
& 2, in this way: ‘Behold,(YHVH)’s hand is not short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull 
that it cannot hear. (2) But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your Elohim, 
and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.’ YHVH tells us the latter day 
descendants of Israel in Isaiah 50: 1, saying: “Where is the certificate of divorce, by which I have 
sent your mother away? Or to whom of My creditors did I sell you? Behold you were sold for your 
iniquities, and for you transgressions your mother was sent away.” The relationship became so bad 
that YHVH was finally forced into divorcing His own people – the ten northern tribes of the house of 
Israel. Elohim punished the nation by sending them into captivity into Assyria as witnessed in 2 Kings 
17: 6 – 19. Even though YHVH also send the house of Judah away, He did not do so permanently. 
They eventually returned and preserved Elohim’s Set-apart Days and Torah, as well as the Hebrew 
language throughout the ages.  

This brings us to the second reason for Messiah’s death. When Messiah died, knowing that He would 
be resurrected three days and three nights later, His dying words on His impalement stake in John 
19: 30 had two meanings. When Yahshua said: “It is finished” or transliterated in Hebrew ‘Kallah’ He 
meant that His life as a human came to an end, but it also means ‘My Bride’. By saying the words ‘My 
Bride’ He meant that since He died, He is now free to remarry His bride again, because as called out 
members of His ecclesia of first fruits to be born again at His return, we who were immersed into His 
saving name have also died to sin, as explained in Romans 6: 3 – 7, as follows: ‘Or do you not know 
that all of us who have been immersed into Messiah Yahshua have been immersed into His death? 
(4) Therefore we have been buried with Him through immersion into death, in order that as 
Messiah was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. (5) For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly 
we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, (6) knowing this, that our old self was crucified 
with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; 
(7) for he who has died is freed from sin.’  But we also need to be mindful of the fact that when 
Yahshua died, His marriage with Judah also came to an end.  

Rav Shaul continues explaining the Law if divorce and remarriage for us as in Romans 7: 1 – 4, saying 
that because both Yahshua died and the called out ecclesia of Elohim has also died with Him in 
immersion, He is now free to remarry us, as follows: ‘Or do you not know, brethren (for I am 
speaking to those who know the law of an adulterous woman), that the law has jurisdiction over a 
person as long as he lives? (2) For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is 
living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. (3) So then if, 
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while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if 
her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to 
another man. (4) Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body 
of Messiah, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we 
might bear fruit for Elohim.’ By teaching those whom YHVH called out of the world at this time, we 
are in fact preparing more potential children of Elohim for His everlasting Kingdom.  

But similar to the way in which Moses ratified the original marriage covenant with the nation of 
Israel, Yahshua had to ratify the renewed marriage covenant with His blood, as He also said when He 
partook of His last Passover, before His blood was shed and He died on the execution stake the very 
next day, in Luke 22: 20, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.” A 
second witness comes from 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 25, where Rav Shaul said: ‘For I received from the 
Master that which I also delivered to you, that the Master Yahshua in the night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; (24) and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, “This is My body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” (25) In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”’ 

The marriage covenant is in the process of being renewed between the remnant of the lost ten 
tribes of Israel, called out of the churches of the world at this time, and who accept Yahshua Messiah 
as their Passover Lamb, by being immersed into His saving name. This is when we die to sin and are 
chosen by Yahshua as His bride-to-be. He betroths us to be remarried to Him if we remain faithful to 
the end, by teaching fellow believers as He said in Matthew 24: 44 & 45, in this way: ‘For this reason 
you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. (45) Who 
then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them 
their (Spiritual) food at the proper time?’ Yahshua continued telling His disciples in the parable of 
the ten virgins in Matthew 25, that when He returns as the Bridegroom one day, not all of those 
whom He has betrothed will be ready!     

This is also why YHVH talks about making a new or renewed marriage covenant with both houses in 
Jeremiah 31: 31 – 33, in this way: ‘Behold,  days are coming, declares YHVH, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. (32) not like the covenant 
which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them, declares YHVH. (33) But 
this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares YHVH, I 
will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their Elohim, and they 
shall be My people.’ Notice that even though YHVH tells us through Jeremiah that He will make a 
new (marriage) covenant with both Judah and Israel, He will only have to write His Torah upon the 
hearts of those from the house of Israel, as our Jewish brothers are already obeying Torah. This also 
means that the laws given in the original covenant will be written in our hearts and minds. 

Under the first marriage covenant made at Sinai, Elohim wrote the Ten Commandments on two 
tablets of stone. The people could see the law with their eyes, but it was not within their hearts and 
minds. A prevalent teaching by many in Christianity claims that the fault with the old covenant was 
the Torah – that the old law was abolished for a new law. However we read the reason why the 
original covenant with Israel failed in Hebrews 8: 6 – 8, as follows: ‘But now He (Yahshua) has 
obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the Mediator of a better covenant, 
which has been enacted on better promises. (7) For if that first covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion sought for a second. (8) For finding fault with them, He says, 
“BEHOLD DAYS ARE COMING SAYS YHVH, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH.” Yes, the original covenant failed because of 
the weakness of the people, and not because Torah was defective. According to Malachi 3: 1 
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Messiah was prophesied to be the Messenger of the New Covenant. The terms of the New Covenant 
are part of the gospel of the Kingdom of Elohim that Yahshua also preached, as may be seen in Mark 
1: 14 & 15. Just as Moses was the mediator of the first marriage covenant, so is Messiah the 
mediator of the New Marriage Covenant. And just as His marriage with Israel at Mount Sinai set up 
the physical kingdom of Israel, so the marriage of Messiah’s ecclesia will be set up the spiritual 
Kingdom of Elohim. The good news of that coming marriage actually is the Gospel Yahshua preached 
– the coming Kingdom of Elohim! 

The first covenant was made with a people upon their promise to obey. But, because they 
disobeyed, they were dispersed amongst the nations of the world. The New Covenant shall be made 
only with Spirit-born people who, during their mortal lives, will have been begotten of the Set-apart 
Spirit by being immersed into Yahshua’s saving name, and already proved their willingness to obey 
Elohim! The original marriage covenant was made with sinning mortals. The New Covenant will be 
made with righteous immortal children of Elohim. Those whom Elohim called to enter into the New 
Covenant marriage with Messiah at His return, are now busy preparing themselves to become the 
bride of Messiah at His return. Others in past ages who were called, chosen and faithful until death, 
have already been prepared by Elohim and are waiting to be resurrected from the dead when they 
too, will enter into the New Covenant marriage with Messiah along with those who will still be alive 
at Messiah’s return. At the time of the first resurrection and Messiah’s coming in power and glory, 
He will marry repentant, forgiven, sin-free ‘Spiritual Israel’, born into the Kingdom of Elohim. That is 
when the New Covenant will be in full effect. Selah! 
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Chapter 23: On the verge of eternity. 

We live in very interesting times – a time immediately before the return of Yahshua the Messiah, to 
come and rule the world from Jerusalem. Most people alive today are totally unaware of the fact 
that we are on the verge of eternity. We live in a technologically advanced age where there is a need 
for the logical, plausible and intellectually satisfying explanation of life. But, such an explanation 
need also be motivating and uplifting and should above all make sense at this time.     

We are the only species who are aware of ourselves and has ambition to be more than what we are 
at present. We have explored every corner of the earth we live in, and have even poked our noses 
into space. Most thinking individuals have dreamed about building colonies in space, and wondered 
about trips beyond our solar system. Obviously movies helped color in our day dreams and 
speculation about such journeys into outer space.  The space programs of the United States and 
Russia have been brilliant accomplishments of technology, but have also been a somber reminder of 
mankind’s mortality. People are not made to withstand the enormous temperatures and other 
conditions required to propel spacecraft at very high speeds through space. We are confined by our 
mortality and accept it logically, but emotionally we have a problem with mere mortality. We are not 
satisfied with being confined to our current earthly domain; it is almost as if we know inherently that 
there is more to existence than this mortal life, as also witnessed by Solomon in the second part of 
Ecclesiastes 3: 11, in this way: ‘He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find 
out the work which Elohim has done from the beginning even to the end.’  This agrees with the 
words of Moses in Deuteronomy 29: 29, where he wrote: “The secret things belong to YHVH our 
Elohim, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the 
words of this law.” 

Similar to our fathers in the faith we also speculate about our ultimate destiny. This is perhaps why 
King David wrote in Psalm 8: 3 & 4, ‘When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; (4) what is man, that Thou dost take thought of 
him? And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him?’  The book of Genesis informs us in verses 
26 & 27 of chapter 1, stating: ‘Then Elohim said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (27) And Elohim 
created man in His own image, in the image of Elohim He created him, male and female He 
created them.’  What is interesting is that all other creatures were made ‘after its kind’, but humans 
were made in the image and likeness of Elohim, with the exception that they are made from physical 
matter. This shows clearly, from the pages of the Scriptures that we have a relationship with YHVH 
our Elohim.  

The point is that like animals and plants, mankind was made from the dust of the ground. The 
difference between plant and animal life is that animals have souls (‘nephesh’). Their souls give them 
the instinct to survive, i.e. to propagate their species, to find food, and to build shelters (nest). The 
difference between human beings and animals is that in addition to being created beings with souls, 
humans are blessed with  human spirits within them, as recorded in the second part Zechariah 12: 1 
as follows: “Thus declares YHVH who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, 
and forms the spirit of man within him.” Job wrote about the spirit in man in Job 32: 8, stating: “But 
it is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding.” This informs us that 
the spirit in man gives us the ability to learn to talk, to evaluate various options open to us, and to 
make decisions as to which option to choose.  

Even though man has a human spirit within him, he does not have an immortal soul and if he sins, he 
is destined to die as witnessed in Ezekiel 18: 4 as follows: “Behold all souls are Mine; the soul of the 
father as well as the soul of the son is mine. The soul who sins will die.” A second witness to this is 
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found in Ecclesiastes 9: 5, like this: ‘For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know 
anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten.’ The Tanach teaches in 
Job 14: 12 that when we die our souls or lives come to an end, as follows: “So man lies down and 
does not rise. Until the heavens be no more, he will not awake nor be aroused out of his sleep.” In 
the Renewed Covenant the Greek word ‘psuche’ which has the same meaning as the transliterated 
Hebrew word for soul or life, namely ‘nephesh’ is used. One example being in Matthew 16: 25 – 26, 
where Yahshua said: “For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for 
My sake shall find it. (26) For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits 
his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul (life).” 

Mankind is therefore composed of three component parts, namely body, soul and spirit, as is also 
confirmed in 1 Thessalonians 5: 23, where Rav Shaul speaks specifically to believers in Thessalonica, 
saying:  ‘Now may the Elohim of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Master Yahshua Messiah.’  
Because we were originally created in the likeness and the image of Elohim, Adam and Eve looked 
like the exact representation of Elohim’s nature (Hebrews 1: 3), namely Yahshua the visible image of 
the invisible Elohim (Colossians 1: 15). It is for this reason that Rav Shaul wrote in Romans 1: 19 & 
20, ‘Because that which is known about Elohim is evident within them (mankind); for Elohim made 
it evident to them. (20) For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes26, His eternal 
power27and divine nature28, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse.’  Like us, YHVH is not three persons in one, but consists of 
three parts; Yahshua being the visible image of the invisible Elohim. For those who assert that this is 
the so-called doctrine of the Trinity, permit me to say that this does not say that you, who like all 
other human beings are composed of body, soul and spirit, are a trinity or three persons in one. 
Instead it clearly teaches that although you have three component parts, of which two are for all 
practical purposes invisible, you as an individual are only one person.  

This is in total agreement with the Sh’ma recorded in Deuteronomy 6: 4 (KJV), as follows: ‘Hear, O 
Israel; YHVH our Elohim is one YHVH.’ This was also How Yahshua responded when one of the 
scribes asked Him in Mark 12: 28, saying: “What commandment is the foremost of all?” Yahshua 
answered (in verse 29) saying: “The foremost is, ‘hear, O Israel! YHVH our Elohim is one YHVH.’” As 
opposed to what some Messianic and like-minded believers in the Assemblies/congregations of 
YHVH teach, there are not two (YHVH)’s, but only one! This is confirmed in Deuteronomy 4: 39, in 
this way: “Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that YHVH, He is Elohim in heaven 
above and on earth below; there is no other.” As witnessed in Psalm 49: 7 Yahshua our Redeemer 
could not merely be another human, as follows: ‘No man can by any means redeem his brother, or 
give to Elohim a ransom for him—.’ Continuing in verse 15 of Psalm 49, we read: ‘But Elohim will 
redeem my soul from the power of Sheol (the grave); for He will receive me.’  It is for this reason 
that YHVH tells us through the prophet Isaiah saying in Isaiah 43: 10 & 11, “You are My witnesses,” 

                                                           
26

 YHVH our Elohim is invisible as is confirmed in 1Timothy 1: 17, as follows: ‘Now to the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only Elohim, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.’ 
27

 Yahshua is according to 1 Corinthians 1: 24 the power of Elohim, in this way: ‘But to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the power of Elohim and the wisdom of Elohim.’ A second witness 
comes from Jeremiah 32: 17, as follows: ‘Ah YHVH Elohim! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the 
earth by Thy great power and by Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee.’ 
28

 The Set-apart Spirit is the Divine Nature of Elohim: We are given a portion of His divine nature when we are 
immersed, according to Ephesians 1: 13 - 14, as follows: “In Him you also, after listening to the message of 
truth, the gospel of salvation – having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Set-apart Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of Elohim’s own 
possession, to the praise of His glory.” We demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit or divine nature of love, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness and the like (as per Galatians 5: 22 & 23), by the indwelling of the Set-apart 
Spirit. We are also told in 2 Peter 1: 4 that we may become partakers of the divine nature. 
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declares YHVH, “And My servant whom I have chosen, in order that you may know and believe 
Me, and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no Elohim formed, and there will be none 
after Me. (11) I, even I, am YHVH; and there is no savior besides Me.”  

YHVH created the heavens by the word of YHVH (as witnessed in Psalm 33: 6) and Yochanan one of 
Messiah’s original disciples explains in John 1: 1 – 3, saying: “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with Elohim, and the Word was Elohim. (2) He was in the beginning with Elohim. (3) 
All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come 
into being.” This is straightforward enough – there was ‘the Word’ who was Elohim, and the Word 
was Elohim, who was also with Elohim. Yochanan explains further in John 1: 14, saying: ‘And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.’  So, we see that the one who carried out the act of 
creation, as the Word of Elohim, later came to earth as Yahshua Messiah. 

The Word of YHVH became Yahshua the Son of Elohim to show us the way in which we as human 
beings can become born-again spiritual children of Elohim. Rav Shaul tells us about Yahshua in 
Colossians 1: 18, saying: ‘He is also head of the body, the ecclesia; and He is the beginning, the 
first-born from the dead, so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.’ This is a 
wonderful explanation in that the head of a new born baby is born first, and his/her body follows 
later. Rav Shaul continues explaining in Romans 8: 28 & 29, saying: ‘And we know that Elohim 
causes all things to work together for good to those who love Elohim, to those who are called 
according to His purpose. (29) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.’  The book of 
Hebrews clarifies this by stating in Hebrews 2: 10, ‘For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all 
things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of 
their salvation through sufferings.’ 

Rav Yochanan explains to us that we are part of the ‘many sons’ which Elohim are bringing to glory, 
in 1 John 3: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called children of Elohim; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. (2) Beloved, now we are children of Elohim, and it has not appeared 
as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall 
see Him as He is.’   This tells us that if we make it and are resurrected at Messiah’s return, we shall 
be spiritual sons and daughters of Elohim, just as Messiah is already a Spirit born-again son of 
Elohim. However, to be able to attain to that glorious position we need to conform to the image of 
Elohim, Yahshua. As His followers, we should do and walk in the way He taught His disciples whilst 
He was on earth.  

After Yahshua’s ascension to heaven, the Set-apart Spirit was given to true believers who were 
immersed in Yahshua’s saving name, on Pentecost. Rav Shaul tells us that it is because of our 
obedience to be immersed and the fact that we were given the Set-apart Spirit at immersion that 
we will be resurrected to life, in Romans 8: 11, in this way: ‘But if the Spirit of Him who raised 
Yahshua from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give 
life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.’ In fact Rav Shaul continues 
explaining in verses 14 – 17 of Romans 8, saying: ‘For all who are being led by the Spirit of Elohim, 
these are sons of Elohim. (15) For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Avinu! Father!” (16) The 
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of Elohim, (17) and if children, 
heirs also, theirs of Elohim and fellow heirs with Messiah, if indeed we suffer with Him in order 
that we may also be glorified with Him.’ 
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At present we belong to the family of man, made from flesh and blood, but we have the potential to 
be part of Elohim’s Family one day soon, made of the Spirit of Elohim. We are presently physical 
replicas of the Elohim Kind, later to like Yahshua our perfect example become Spiritual Replicas. We 
are mortal, of fleshly substance, subject to death and totally dependent on our physical 
environment, namely earth. In our current  state we cannot reach our ultimate potential, since as 
Rav Shaul explains in 1 Corinthians 15: 50, saying: ‘Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood, 
cannot inherit the kingdom of Elohim; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.’  
Therefore, even though we are potential heirs of the Kingdom of Elohim, a change is required before 
we are able to receive our inheritance. Rav Shaul explains further in 1 Corinthians 15: 42 - 44, saying: 
‘So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable 
body; (43) it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 
(44) it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 
spiritual body.’  

Yahshua is the only ‘human being’ who has undergone this transformation. He the very Creator of 
mankind allowed Himself to be sacrificed in order to become the Savior of Mankind and to reconcile 
us back to the Father. Yahshua was a spirit being before his ‘human’ birth and before His 
impalement prayed (as recoded in John 17: 5) saying:  ‘And now, glorify Thou Me together with 
Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.’ Yahshua was fully 
aware that he would be resurrected to the existence He had before He became flesh, and three days 
and three nights after His burial, His battered lifeless physical body was raised into an immortal 
spirit being. As witnessed before and confirmed again in 1 Timothy 6: 16, Elohim ‘(who) alone 
possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To 
Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amein!’ Similar to the way in which Yahshua was changed 
from mortal flesh to immortal spirit by means of the resurrection, so will those of us called by 
Elohim at this time, be resurrected to eternal life, if we remain faithful to the way of Elohim!  

Yes, we are created with the incredible potential to live forever. The Scriptures clearly show that we 
can transcend the limitations of our physical existence and become eternal children of Elohim. It is 
difficult for physical beings to fully understand the implications of what this entails, as Rav Shaul 
witnessed in 1 Corinthians 2: 9, saying: “Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and 
which have not entered the heart of man, all that Elohim has prepared for those who love him.”  
At this time it is difficult to fully grasp the wonder of our human potential, but somehow we are 
given an idea by the discoveries at the frontiers (or borders) of knowledge, that help us realize that 
there is a reality beyond what we can see, hear, taste and smell.   

As Rav Shaul wrote in Romans 1: 20, we have no excuse; we should know Elohim, from 
understanding our own makeup. However, by considering the far reaches of the universe and 
glimpse at the workings of inner space, we are in a better position than ever to understand the 
power and majesty of our Creator. It is absolutely awesome to realize that we were created to share 
His immortal spiritual life as children of Elohim, but also sobering to acknowledge our present 
inadequacies. The point is: We know so much today, and if we take what we have learned, and 
examine it in the light of the Scriptures, we will begin to understand why Elohim is mindful of us, the 
question asked by David in Psalm 8.  We, who are created in the image of Elohim, have the potential 
to share in His character and glory in an eternal existence. Yahshua Messiah came to show us that 
the dimensions beyond our present existence will not always be beyond our reach, as witnessed in 
Hebrews 11: 3, in this way: ‘By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of 
Elohim, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.’ 

Yahshua was born about 2,000 years ago, and lived on our earth sharing in the experiences, the 
problems, the limitations and frustrations of mankind. He allowed Himself to be sacrificed for the 
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sins of the world, but was resurrected three days and three nights later as an immortal being. He 
was the first ‘human’ to be resurrected as a born-again spirit being. He showed us that all humanity 
was created to be part of Elohim’s Family, as Rav Shaul wrote in Colossians 1: 16 & 17, saying: ‘For 
by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities –all things have been created by Him and for Him. 
(17) And He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.’  

As Creator, First-born and Savior, Yahshua Messiah plays a pivotal role in the future of every human 
being. We will not be ready for eternal life until we have learned to live, think and do as He does. 
Even though the potential is there, we cannot get there on our own! We have to do it in 
partnership, between willing and humble human beings and a loving merciful Creator. This is the 
only way we will be able to advance from mortality to immortality – to become spirit born-again 
members of Elohim’s Family! Halleluyah! 
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Chapter 24: The importance of Elohim’s Sabbath Day. 

YHVH our Elohim does not make anything without a purpose. YHVH created man and put him on 

earth for a specific purpose. But because man is so busy doing his own things he has forgotten that 

important purpose. We see from Genesis 2: 1 – 3, ‘Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, 

and all their hosts. (2) And by the seventh day Elohim completed His work which He had done; and 

He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. (3) Then Elohim blessed the 

seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which Elohim had created 

and made.’  

But, mankind has lost the knowledge and the important purpose of the true Sabbath too. Yahshua 

again reminded His disciples of the purpose of the Sabbath, saying in Mark 2: 27, “The Sabbath was 

made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.” But He did not say for what great purpose the 

Sabbath was made. Elohim revealed that important purpose to His chosen people Israel many years 

earlier, when He delivered them from slavery in Egypt. After YHVH Elohim spoke the Ten 

Commandments at Mount Sinai and His covenant with Israel had been made complete, He made a 

totally separate and eternally binding covenant with His people as we read from Exodus 31: 12 – 17, 

in this way: ‘And YHVH spoke to Moses. Saying, (13) “But as for you, speak to the sons of Israel, 

saying, ‘You shall surely observe My Sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you throughout 

your generations, that you may know that I am YHVH who sanctifies you. (14) Therefore you are to 

observe the Sabbath, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for 

whoever does any work on it that person shall be cut off from among his people. (15) For six days 

work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a Sabbath of complete rest, holy to YHVH; 

whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall surely be put to death. (16) So the sons of Israel 

shall observe the Sabbath, to celebrate the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual 

covenant.’ (17) It is a sign between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days YHVH made 

the heaven and the earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from labor, and was refreshed.”’ 

We see here, that the purpose of the Sabbath is to be a ‘sign’ between YHVH and us; to identify Him 

as our Elohim and us as His people. Elohim gave mankind the Sabbath for the purpose of keeping 

them in the true knowledge and worship of Him, the only true Elohim! The Sabbath points back to 

the creation of the present physical world and is proof of Elohim’s existence, as witnessed in Exodus 

20: 11, as follows: ‘For in six days YHVH made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in 

them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore YHVH blessed the Sabbath day and made it Holy 

(Set-apart).’  The very day Elohim set aside for worship services (a holy convocation) points as a 

memorial to the very Creator and Sustainer of the universe. Not only does Elohim’s special covenant 

in Deuteronomy 31: 13 state: ‘that you may know that I am YHVH’, but ‘that you may know that I 

am YHVH who sanctifies you.’ But what does the word ‘sanctify’ mean? ‘Sanctify’ simply means to 

set-apart for holy use. This means that on the seventh day, Elohim set-apart His Sabbath Day for holy 

use. The special Sabbath covenant also reveals that the Sabbath is a sign that the Eternal sanctifies 

His obedient people, by setting them apart for His holy purpose.  

Whereas in the Tanach, Elohim’s people were the 12 tribes of Israel, in the Renewed Covenant times 

YHVH has sent Yahshua to reconcile a remnant of the lost ten tribes back to the Father, but also to 

Brother Judah. We read accordingly from Matthew 15: 24, Yahshua saying to the Canaanite woman, 

who asked Him to heal her demon-possessed daughter, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
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house of Israel.” We read further from Ephesians 2: 11 – 18, ‘Therefore remember, that formerly 

you, the Gentiles in the flesh (or those returning Israelites who think that they are Gentiles and 

some real Gentiles),who are called “Un-circumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision”, which is 

performed in the flesh by human hands— (12) remember that you were at that time separate from 

Messiah, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without Elohim in the world. (13) But now in Messiah Yahshua you who 

formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Messiah. (14) For He Himself is our 

peace, who made both groups into one, and broke the dividing wall, (15) by abolishing (or rather 

made of no effect) in His flesh the enmity (or hostility or punishment due to us), which is the Law of 

commandments contained in ordinances (which essentially tells us that we should die for our sins), 

that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, (16) and might 

reconcile them both in one body to Elohim through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 

(17) And He came and preached peace to you who were far away (the lost ten tribes who were 

dispersed into the nations of the world), and peace to those who were near (Judah); (18) for 

through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.” This is in agreement with what 

Yahshua said to our Jewish brothers in John 10: 16 & 17, “And I have other sheep, which are not of 

this fold (they do not attend synagogue with you); I must bring them also, and they shall hear My 

voice; and they shall become one flock with one shepherd. For This reason the father loves Me, 

because I lay down My life that I may take it again.”  The Word of YHVH divorced the house of 

Israel, and both He and they had to die, for Him to be able to remarry His bride consisting of both 

Judah and Israel. 

 

We see the condition of the world at this time and also the reason for it being so in Isaiah 24: 4 - 6, 

as follows: ‘The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people 

of the earth fade away. (5) The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, 

violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. (6) Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and 

those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few 

men are left.’ Yes the world is presently in the same unstable condition in which it was before the 

Second World War. The point is unless we the remnant of the descendants of ancient Israel stop 

violating the everlasting (Sabbath) covenant, only a few men will be left after the coming great 

tribulation.  

 

YHVH is presently calling a remnant of the lost ten tribes back to become first-fruits in His plan of 

salvation for all mankind, as witnessed by Rav Yaa’cov in James 1; 18, in this way: ‘In the exercise of 

His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be as it were, the first fruits 

among His creatures.’ Their Torah obedient Jewish Brothers will join them when Yahshua returns on 

Yom Teruah, as witnessed in Zechariah 12: 10, as follows: “And I will pour out on the house of David 

and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace (mercy) and of supplication, so that they 

will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only 

son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born.” The Sabbath 

foreshadows the completion of Elohim’s spiritual creation in these first fruits. It pictures their being 

born again into the Kingdom or Family of Elohim to be rulers and teachers of His Torah during the 

Millennium and beyond. Even though the Sabbath was a test for the ancient Israelites, when they 

came out of Egypt, Elohim's sign is one we accept voluntarily. There are not many people who would 

keep the seventh-day Sabbath, since it is obvious to the world when one keeps it and most people 
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do not want to be identified as being different from the world. Most in Christianity are willing at 

least to acknowledge that the other nine commandments should be kept, but the Sabbath 

Command is one that they reject and refuse to keep. Therefore it is an important test of obedience, 

for it identifies those who have truly surrendered their lives to Elohim – who obey all of His 

commandments regardless of persecution or cost! 

We see from Jeremiah 50: 1 – 5 how the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah will soon come 

together after the destruction of modern day Babylon, as follows: ‘The word which YHVH spoke 

concerning Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, through Jeremiah the prophet: (2) “Declare and 

proclaim among the nations. Proclaim it and lift up a standard. Do not conceal it but say, ‘Babylon 

has been captured, Bel has been put to shame, Marduk has been shattered; her images have been 

put to shame, her idols have been shattered.’ (3) For a nation has come up against her out of the 

north; it will make her land an object of horror, and there will be no inhabitant in it. Both man and 

beast have wandered off, they have gone away! (4) In Those days and at that time, declares YHVH, 

‘the sons of Israel will come, both they and the sons of Judah as well; they will go along weeping 

as they go, and it will be YHVH their Elohim they will seek. (5) They will ask for the way to Zion, 

turning their faces in its direction; they will come that they may join themselves to YHVH in an 

everlasting covenant that will not be forgotten.”’ Yes, the house of Israel will again together with 

the house of Judah remember the everlasting Sabbath covenant. 

We need to understand that when Elohim commands us to ‘Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy’ in Exodus 20: 8, He is giving us a TEST – an examination relevant to our entrance into eternal 

life in His coming Kingdom, every week! What kind of grade is Elohim giving us? It is important that 

we make an in-depth study of the Sabbath day to ensure that we are passing Elohim’s test. 

Interestingly enough it was not until Elohim’s physical creation, including man was complete, that He 

brought the Sabbath into existence. Even though we saw in Genesis 2, that Elohim created the 

Sabbath day by resting on it after having worked during the previous six days, He is composed of 

spirit and does not ever get tired, as witnessed in Isaiah 40: 28, as follows: ‘Do you not know? Have 

you not heard? The Everlasting Elohim, YHVH, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not 

become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.’ By resting on the Sabbath day, Elohim set 

an example for mankind to follow. Elohim put His divine presence in the Sabbath Day, making it 

holy; He therefore set it apart from the rest of the week for holy use by mankind. Each week when 

the Sabbath arrives from Friday sunset to Saturday after twilight time, we are in holy or set-apart 

time. In addition to making it holy, Elohim commands us to keep it holy. 

We see from Exodus 23: 12 how Elohim intended the Sabbath to benefit mankind, in this way: “Six 

days you are to do your work, but on the seventh day you shall cease from labor in order that your 

ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female slave, as well as your stranger may 

refresh themselves.” The word (שבת) ‘Sabbath’ in Hebrew simply means ‘rest’. Physical rest and 

mental relaxation after a long hard week are obvious reasons for keeping Elohim’s Sabbath Day. But 

the purpose for keeping the Sabbath day goes way beyond physical resting and being refreshed. The 

Sabbath Day is also a reminder of Elohim’s creation. Yes, keeping the seventh day Sabbath every 

week reminds us that Elohim is the Creator of everything that exists, including all of humanity. 

Therefore the Sabbath Day is a memorial of Elohim’s creation, including mankind. 
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Ancient Israel was to be set-apart as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. They, by their example, 

were to lead the Gentiles to obedience to Elohim so they could also receive the blessings that would 

result from keeping Elohim’s Torah. Elohim called the ancient Israelites out of slavery not only to 

fulfill His promises to the patriarchs, but also so that through the Israelites He could reveal Himself 

to the world – to show that He is the Creator and Ruler of the universe; and to reveal His laws, 

commandments, promises and blessings to the rest of mankind. The keeping of Elohim’s Sabbaths 

was to also be a sign that the Israelites were selected for this purpose. However the ancient 

Israelites failed because they did not have the Set-apart Spirit to help them to understand this call 

and carry it out. However, those of us called out of the churches of the world at this time are given a 

portion of the Set-apart Spirit upon immersion in the saving name of Yahshua Messiah. The Set-

apart Spirit within us help us understand our responsibility to recognize our calling and obey Elohim. 

It is those of us called at this time who keep Elohim’s Sabbath day holy and keep His other 

commandments who will become Elohim’s ‘holy nation’ and a ‘kingdom of priests’!   

Yahshua Messiah our perfect example, kept the Sabbath day, as witnessed in Luke 4: 16, in this way: 

‘And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the 

synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read.’ A second witness comes from Luke 4: 31 & 32, as 

follows: ‘And He came down Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And He was teaching them on the 

Sabbath; (32) and they were amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority.’ Yahshua 

regularly attended Sabbath services on the Sabbath day, and even taught in the synagogues. We also 

see from Acts 17: 1 - 3, that Rav Shaul also kept the Sabbath, in this way: ‘Now when they had 

traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 

synagogue of the Jews. (2) And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three 

Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, (3) explaining and giving evidence that the 

Messiah had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Yahshua whom I am 

proclaiming to you is the Messiah.”’ It is obvious that Rav Shaul kept the Sabbath, as Messiah also 

did. And if Messiah lives His life in us through Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit, we will also be keeping the 

same day Yahshua kept, namely the seventh-day Sabbath. 

We see that even during the time that the beast power will persecute the ecclesia of Elohim, during 

the tribulation immediately ahead, that the true ecclesia will still keep the commandments of Elohim 

and their faith in Yahshua, as recorded in Revelation 12: 17, as follows: ‘And the dragon was 

enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the 

commandments of Elohim and hold the testimony of Yahshua.’ A second witness comes from 

Revelation 14: 12, in this way: ‘Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments 

of Elohim and their faith in Yahshua.’  

The point is that the weekly cycle remains unchanged. Elohim did not set apart a certain day of the 

week and put His blessing on it, commanded that it be kept set-apart forever, and then let that holy 

time become ‘lost’ so that we would not be able to know when to keep it today. In fact, even though 

we as the remnant of the lost ten tribes have lost our identity, culture and religion, Elohim has seen 

to it that the knowledge of when to keep His Set-apart days have been preserved. We read how 

YHVH preserved His Torah including the Sabbath day for us, through our Jewish Brothers, who even 

though they were also taken captive for sin, they never lost their identity, their language, or religion. 

Rav Shaul witness about them as being the part of Israel who are presently blinded to the identity of 

Messiah, saying in Romans 9: 3 & 4: ‘For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from 
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Messiah for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, (4) who are (also) 

Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants and the giving 

of the Law and the (timing of) temple service and the promises.’ A second witness comes from 

Romans 3: 1 – 4, as follows: ‘Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of 

circumcision? (2) Great in every respect. First of all, they were entrusted with the oracles of Elohim. 

(3) What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of Elohim, will 

it? (4) May it never be! Rather, let Elohim be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is 

written, “THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE JUSTIFIED IN THY WORDS, AND MIGHTEST PREVAIL WHEN 

THOU ART JUDGED.”’ Verses 3 & 4 effectively answer those who insist that the oracles were taken 

away from the Jews because of unbelief.  

Rav Shaul shows that Elohim used the Jews to preserve the Hebrew Tanach for the rest of Israel, 

whilst we were dispersed into the nations of the world, for idolatry. Yahshua showed that the 

Tanach had been preserved in John 5: 46 – 47, saying: “For if you believed Moses, you would believe 

Me; for he wrote of Me. (47) But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My 

words?” A second witness comes from Luke 16: 17, where Yahshua said: “But it is easier for heaven 

and earth to pass away than for one stroke or a letter of the Law to fail.” The Jews preserved 

Elohim’s word and Yahshua clearly showed that it was intact in His day, stating dogmatically it would 

never be lost! Yes, the Jews preserved Elohim’s calendar, which includes the weekly cycle and true 

Sabbath day, as well as the correct dates for the annual Sabbaths. 

Can we be absolutely certain that the Jews preserved and observed the right day for the Sabbath 

and other Set-apart Days of Elohim?  We saw from Luke 4: 16 that Yahshua kept the same Sabbath 

that His Jewish Brothers of His day kept. We also see from John 7 that Yahshua also kept the very 

same Feast Days that His Jewish Brothers kept, including the Last Great Day of the Feast as 

witnessed in Luke 7: 37. We know from Jeremiah 32: 17, that YHVH made the heavens and the earth 

by His great power and by His outstretched hand. We know that according to 1 Corinthians 1: 24, 

that Yahshua is the power and wisdom of Elohim. Yochanan in John 1: 1 – 3, puts this all together, 

saying: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Elohim, and the Word was Elohim. 

(2) He was in the beginning with Elohim. (3) All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being.’ This tells us that Yahshua created the Sabbath. 

Think about it - if Yahshua created the Sabbath, why will He abolish it! 

But the question is: Could time have been ‘lost’ between Yahshua’s time and today? After the 

destruction of the temple around 70CE, the Jews eventually migrated to all parts of the earth. 

Throughout the Middle Ages, the Jews living in China had no way of communicating with those living 

in Africa. Nor could they communicate with fellow Jews in Europe. If the weekly cycle had been 

changed or mixed up, the Jews in one part of the world would be observing one day for the Sabbath, 

while Jews in other parts of the world would be observing another day. However, everywhere, in 

every nation on earth, we find that the Jews have always been observing the same day that Yahshua 

kept, namely the seventh-day Sabbath.  

In Hebrews 3 & 4, true believers in Yahshua are exhorted to continue keeping the seventh-day 

Sabbath by means of an interesting analogy. The author of Hebrews draws a comparison between 

ancient Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land and a believer’s entrance into the Kingdom of 

Elohim. Hebrews 3: 3 – 19, clearly shows that those ancient Israelites died in the wilderness, and 



Some Nazarene fundamentals Page 150 
 

were refused access to the Promised Land because of unbelief. Their works did not show their faith. 

Rebellion and more specifically Sabbath breaking was the reason for Elohim to not allow them entry 

into the Promised Land as witnessed from Ezekiel 20: 15 & 16, as follows: “And also I swore to them 

in the wilderness that I would not bring them into the land which I had given them, flowing with 

milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands, (16) because they rejected My ordinances, and as 

for My statutes, they did not walk in them; they even profaned My Sabbaths, for their heart 

continually went after their idols.” 

We the modern day descendants of ancient Israel; a remnant of the lost ten tribes called out of the 

world at this time, is therefore warned in Hebrews 4: 1, in this way, ‘Therefore, let us fear lest while 

a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it.’ The 

word ‘rest’ as used in Hebrews 4: 1 is translated from the Greek word ‘katapausin’, which is defined 

as ‘rest’ or ‘place of rest’. As used in Hebrews 3: 11 & 18, it denotes ancient Israel’s ‘rest’ from 

wandering around in the wilderness for forty years and war, by entering the promised land. The 

‘rest’ Israel finally entered is symbolic of a true believers ‘spiritual rest’ of being born-again at 

Yahshua’s return into the Kingdom of Elohim on earth. As the ancient Israelites were heading to the 

Promised Land, we are heading to the Kingdom of Elohim. But, ancient Israel lost out, because of 

unbelief. Because the Israelites did not believe Elohim, they hardened their hearts and profaned 

Elohim’s Sabbaths, even though He made Sabbath keeping the very test of their obedience. It is for 

this reason that we read from Hebrews 3: 11, Elohim saying: ‘AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, THEY 

SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.’ So we see that none of that generation except Joshua and Caleb 

entered the Promised Land. 

We see as witnessed in Hebrews 4: 8 – 11 that spirit begotten children of Elohim will be keeping His 

Sabbath day as a weekly reminder of our future rest in His Kingdom, as follows: “For if Joshua had 

given them rest, he would not have spoken of another day after that. (9) There remains therefore a 

Sabbath rest for the people of Elohim. (10) For the one who has entered His rest has himself also 

rested from his works, as Elohim did from His. (11) Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, 

lest anyone fall through following the same disobedience.” The meaning of verse 9 has been 

obscured by the word ‘rest’ in the King James Version. Everywhere else in Hebrews 3 & 4 the word 

‘rest’ is translated from the Greek word ‘katapausin’, but, in verse 9 of Hebrews 4, ‘rest’ (in the KJV) 

is translated from the Greek word ‘sabbatismos’, which literally means Sabbath keeping. So there 

remains a ‘sabbatismos’ – Sabbath keeping for the people of Elohim. Spiritual begotten believers of 

the remnant of Israel, called at this time will enter the future ‘rest’ of Elohim’s Kingdom, even as 

they now are required to keep the weekly and annual Sabbaths of Elohim. 

The Kingdom of Elohim is pictured a ‘rest’, because if we qualify, we will be born-again of Elohim’s 

Spirit and will be free from our present struggles against Satan and sin, as witnessed in 1 John 3: 9, in 

this way: ‘No one who is born of Elohim practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he 

cannot sin because he is born of Elohim.’ When we will one day be born again into the Kingdom of 

Elohim, we will become Spirit born children of Elohim and will possess the same kind of glorious 

body that Messiah now has. We will not any longer be limited by our present weak, mortal bodies 

that tire so easily. But, we will possess the capacity for tireless never-ending accomplishment, as 

Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 40: 28 & 31, as follows: ‘Do you not know? Have you not heard? The 

Everlasting Elohim, YHVH, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His 

understanding is inscrutable. (31) Yet those who wait for YHVH will gain new strength; they will 
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mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become 

weary.’ 

This is what we can look forward to when we enter Elohim’s ‘rest’ and are born again as children of 

Elohim. Halleluyah! 
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