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Chapter 1: The Feast of Tabernacles and what it pictures to us? 

 
Most of us know that the term ’Millennium’ is used to refer to the 1000-year period during which Yahshua the 
Messiah and His resurrected followers will rule over the remaining physical peoples of the earth. Though the 
Scriptures nowhere uses this specific term, it states clearly that Yahshua the Messiah will rule on earth for a 
thousand years in Revelation 20: 4 & 5. In most commentaries to the Scriptures this period of a thousand 
years is referred to as ‘the millennium’ and we have become so accustomed to its use, that I could not 
understand, how someone could not believe in it. Even so, not all students of the Scriptures are familiar with 
the word and as a result there are many misconceptions regarding what the Scriptures have to say about the 
subject. Up to the past Feast of Tabernacles I was not aware of the fact that not all people are familiar with 
the word in the context that we use and understand it.  
 
Some believe that the reference to the 1000-years in the book of Revelation is symbolic and that the 
Millennium will never literally occur. People who believe in the coming millennial rule of Yahshua our Messiah 
are known as Millennialists.  Those that do not believe in it, is known as a-millennialists. Then there are those 
who believe that the 1000-years are already here, and to them this is known as the ‘church age’. Such people 
are known as postmillennialists. The question is: Which of these groups are correct? What has the Scriptures 
to say about this subject? What did Yahshua’s disciples believe after His ascension to heaven? For the 
answer to these questions, we turn to the Book of Acts. We read Rav Kepha’s (Peter) words in Acts 3: 19 – 
21, as follows: “Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of YHVH; (20)and that He may send Yahshua, the Messiah 
appointed for you, (21) whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about 
which Elohim spoke by the mouth of His holy (set-apart) prophets from ancient time.” Here we have 
evidence of what those early believers in Yahshua believed about His return. It is important to note that these 
early believers connected Yahshua’s return to descriptions of a new world given by the prophets. It tells us 
that we will get further evidence of early Renewed Covenant belief in the writings of the ancient Hebrew 
prophets.  
 
What Yahshua our Messiah will bring about during the Millennium is described as “the period (or time) of 
restoration of all things.” No one can say that such a period of healing has already occurred. We as 
humanity has not experienced such a period of time yet. In addition it cannot be said that the true Scriptural 
Millennium is symbolic. The prophets of ancient times foretold with exact details the changes that society 
would experience during the restoration of all things. The forthcoming fulfillment of such prophecies was as 
certain as the literal fulfillment of Messiah’s first advent, according to Rav Kepha. As much as Yahshua our 
Messiah was put to death, buried and resurrected, as prophesied, so He will return as we are assured in Acts 
1: 9 - 11, in this way: ‘And after He (Yahshua) had said these things, He was lifted up while they were 
looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. (10) And as they were gazing intently into the 
sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them; (11) and they also 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Yahshua, who has been taken into 
heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”’ The Feast of 
Tabernacles is a shadow or picture of Yahshua’s reign during the millennium. The prophets of old did not 
make up stories about the future to make their compatriots feel better about the times during which they lived, 
but were giving them vivid pictures of Yahshua’s 1000-year rule on earth, similar to the vision that Yochanan 
saw in the book of Revelations. This is also the vivid picture which our father Abraham was looking forward to, 
as mentioned in Hebrews 11: 8 – 10, in this way: ‘By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by 
going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where 
he was going. (9) By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; (10) for he was looking for the city 
which has foundations, whose architect and builder is Elohim.’ But we see from Hebrews 11: 39 & 40 
that Abraham did not receive what was promised him, as follows: ‘And all these, having gained approval 
through their faith, did not receive that was promised, (40) because Elohim had provided something 
better for us, so that apart from us they should not be made perfect.’ In 2 Peter 1: 21 Rav Kepha 
assures us that these prophets were not senile old fools, as follows: ‘For no prophecy was ever made by 
an act of human will, but men moved by the Set-apart Spirit spoke from Elohim.’ Let’s examine some of 
the prophecies in the Tanach regarding Yahshua’s soon coming millennium rule.  
   
We are all aware that democracy is today considered as the best way of government. Democracy is 
government of the people by the people – every individual has a say in how their country is run. However, the 
government during the millennial rule of Yahshua Messiah and into all eternity will not be a democracy. It will 
also not be socialism, fascism or communism. In fact it will not be any of the style of government as practiced 
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by mankind, during the past six thousand years. The reason for this is that mankind has proven over the past 
six thousand years that we are incapable to rule ourselves. The government during the next thousand years 
and on into eternity, will be a theocracy. A theocracy is a government of YHVH our Elohim, ruling human 
beings and in fact the entire universe. This government will not be an elected government – as human beings 
will not have a vote in it. As a result there will be no need for election campaigns, no mudslinging and no one 
discrediting the opposition at all. In fact human beings will not have an office in the government of the 
Kingdom of Elohim. All the beings in the service of the government during the millennium will be Spirit beings. 
Human beings will be ruled by the spiritual children of YHVH our Elohim. We see that some will rule ten cities 
and some five cities as per Luke 19: 17 – 19 “And he said to him ‘Well done, good slave, because you 
have been faithful in a very little thing, be in authority over ten cities.” (18) And the second came 
saying, ‘Your mina, Master, has made five minas.’(19) “And he said to him also, ’And you are to be 
over five cities.’” 
 
Yahshua is in fact coming to renew the covenant that YHVH made with His people at Mount Sinai. He will 
introduce peace, happiness and justice for all the inhabitants of the earth. The renewed covenant will not do 
away with the Torah, as many believe today. It will not be freedom without the law of Elohim as so many 
today suppose. When the Torah keeping group with whom my wife and I and some of you were associated 
previously, announced that they are no longer required to keep the Feast Days of YHVH religiously – I 
remember a person who used to give sermons and his wife, saying that they are happy to be free again – free 
from keeping the law. Sad as that was we know that no one is able to take us from (YHVH)’s hand except we 
ourselves. We read about this in John 10: 29 as follows: “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”  We know that Rav. Shaul said in 2 
Timothy 4: 8, ‘In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which YHVH, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His 
appearing.’ We need to be very careful, because as soon as we give up, YHVH will find someone else to 
qualify for our crown one day. 
 
We read about the covenant Yahshua will establish according to Hebrews 8: 10, in this way: “FOR THIS IS 
THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS 
YHVH: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM UPON THEIR HEARTS. 
AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.”  When (YHVH)’s laws are written in 
our hearts, we will want to keep them for our own good. We will want to live according to His way that causes 
peace and abundance for all. However, there will still be human beings living on the earth during the 
millennium. They will still be controlled by their human nature.  But we know that during the millennium all 
crime and violence will be put down by divine force and Messiah will start to re-educate the world: to save and 
spiritually convert the world, by changing religious and social customs by the same divine force.  

Prior to the commencement of the millennial rule of Messiah, Satan will be bound hand and foot and thrown 
into the bottomless pit. The thousand-year reign of Yahshua will commence from Jerusalem. During 
Yahshua’s thousand-year rule from Jerusalem, He will restore all things to their former esteem. Those of us, 
who are first fruits and will be part of the first resurrection, will serve under Yahshua as kings and priests, 
assisting Him in the restoration of all things. With Satan out of the way things will proceed much more orderly 
and faster.  Satan will not be able to influence the minds of men to rebel against the laws that will be in force 
during Yahshua’s rule. These laws will be none other than the Torah commands that we are familiar with 
today. That is why we need to keep the Torah Commands fully in this age, so that we will be able to teach 
those people living during the millennial rule of Yahshua, to do the right thing. People will still be able to sin 
during this time, despite the absence of Satan, as they will still have free moral agency to choose what they 
want to do. The reason for us having free moral agency now and in the world tomorrow is that YHVH does not 
want robots in His Kingdom. He wants us to follow him of our own free will. However, we will be around with 
the ability to appear behind people planning to go off the rails, guiding and instructing them to correct their 
steps. We read about this in Isaiah 30: 20 – 21 as follows: ‘Although YHVH has given you bread of 
privation and water of oppression, He your teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes will 
behold your Teacher. (21) And your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” 
whenever you turn to the right or to the left.’  During the thousand years things will improve from the mess 
that it will be left in prior to the Messiah’s return to perfection. Whereas, the world will be on the brink of total 
disaster, just prior to Yahshua’s return, He will restore all things during His Millennial rule to what it was like in 
the Garden of Eden, before the fall of man.  

In Micah 4: 3 we read about this time as follows: “And He (Yahshua) will judge between many peoples 
And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer their swords into plowshares 
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And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will 
they train for war.” As we see here, YHVH will change the nature of physical people and the source of 
quarrels and conflict will be removed from them.   

In Isaiah 11, we see that the nature of the animals will also be changed. We get a foretaste of this period. In 
verses 6 - 9 we read: "And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the kid, 
And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And the little boy will lead them. Also the cow 
and the bear will graze; Their young will lie down together; And the lion will eat straw like the ox. And 
the nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the 
viper's den. They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of YHVH as the waters cover the sea." 

During this reign of Yahshua it will be a time of peace and prosperity, as He will put the Laws of His Father 
into effect. We read in Isaiah 2: 2 & 3 "Now it will come about that In the last days, The mountain 
(government) of the house of YHVH Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be 
raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. (3)And many peoples will come and say, 
'Come let us go up to the mountain of YHVH, To the house of the Elohim of Jacob; That He may teach 
us concerning His ways. And that we may walk in His paths.' For the Law will go forth from Zion, And 
the word of YHVH from Jerusalem." We cannot imagine what the world will be like where everybody knows 
and lives by the laws of YHVH. We see in Isaiah 35: 5 - 6 that YHVH will open the eyes of the blind and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. The lame will leap like a deer and the tongue of the dumb will sing.  

Yahshua will restore all the ways of YHVH, including His Feast Days. Those who won’t keep His Set-apart 
Days now, who sneer at the mention of them in contempt, will observe them. We read this in Zechariah 14: 17 
- 19 as follows: “And it will be that whichever of the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem 
to worship the King, YHVH of hosts, there will be no rain on them. (18) And if the family of Egypt does 
not go up or enter, then no rain will fall on them; it will be the plague with which YHVH smites the 
nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths. (19) This will be the punishment of Egypt, 
and the punishment of all the nations, who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.” 

The present world is in a mess and we are all suffering because of human mismanagement. In Isaiah 59: 7 - 
10 we read that: “Their feet run to evil, And they hasten to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are 
thoughts of iniquity; Devastation and destruction are in their highways. (8) They do not know the way 
of peace, And there is no justice in their tracks; They have made their paths crooked; Whoever treads 
on them does not know peace. (9) Therefore, justice is far from us, And righteousness does not 
overtake us; We hope for light, but behold, darkness: for brightness, but we walk in gloom. (10) We 
grope along the wall like blind men, We grope like those who have no eyes; We stumble at midday as 
in the twilight, Among those who are vigorous we are like dead men.”  

However in this chapter (Isaiah 59) we also read about the final solution in verses 15 - 20 as follows: ‘“Yes, 
truth is lacking; And he who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey. Now YHVH saw, And it was 
displeasing in His sight that there was no justice. (16) And He saw that there was no man, And was 
astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then His own arm brought salvation to Him; And His 
righteousness upheld Him. (17) And He put on righteousness like a breastplate, And the helmet of 
salvation on His head; And He put garments of vengeance for clothing, And wrapped Himself with 
zeal as a mantle, (18) According to their deeds so He will repay, Wrath to His adversaries, recompense 
to His enemies; To the coastlands He will make recompense. (19) So they will fear the Name of YHVH 
from the west And His esteem from the rising of the sun, For He will come like a rushing stream, 
Which the wind of YHVH drives. (20) And a Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who turn from 
transgression in Jacob,” declares YHVH.’ 

In the above and other scriptures, we see that mankind is utterly helpless to govern himself and his fellows. 
After 6000 years the human experience has brought us to the brink of self-destruction. However, we also see 
that YHVH is not going to leave us destitute. Yahshua is returning to restore all things. In a private 
conversation with His disciples, Yahshua talked about the end of this age and the coming Kingdom of Elohim 
in Matthew 24. He spoke about the terrible time ahead saying in Matthew 24: 13 & 14, “But the one who 
endures to the end, he shall be saved. (14) And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the 
whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.”  It is our duty to inform 
people about the coming Kingdom of Elohim, during which Yahshua will rule the world for the next thousand 
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years, as depicted by the weekly Sabbath and the annual Feast of Tabernacles. We also know according to 
Revelation 2: 26 that the people who are called during this dispensation who overcome Satan, the world and 
self, will be given power to rule over nations. They will be those resurrected immediately at Messiah’s return 
and they will reign with Him on the earth for a thousand years, assisting in the teaching of Elohim’s truth to 
humanity. We read about this in Revelation 20: 6 “Blessed and holy is the one who has part in first 
resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of Elohim and 
Messiah and will reign with Him for a thousand years.” We read further from Revelation 5: 10 that those 
who make it, will rule under Yahshua right here on earth, as follows: ‘And Thou hast made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to our Elohim; and they will reign upon the earth.” 

Having studied the coming Kingdom of Elohim since 1971, the idea that some do not believe in the coming 
Millennium rule of Yahshua our Messiah was totally foreign to me. I was taken aback during this past Feast of 
Tabernacles, when one of the people attending told me that they cannot believe in a time when physical 
human beings will live, without the influence of Satan in their lives, other than after the Great White Throne 
Judgment. However, according to the Scriptures, even if the gospel of the Kingdom of Elohim is given to 
some, if they find it too incredible to believe, the god of this world (meaning Satan), blinds the minds of the 
unbelieving, as we read from 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4, ‘And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, 
that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim.’ We 
need not feel sorry for those who do not see what our father Abraham and the prophets saw; and what we 
understand and so vividly see from reading the Scriptures.  
 
But we need to understand that even though YHVH wants everyone to be saved as may be seen in 1 Timothy 
2: 3 & 4, He does not want to save all at this time, as explained in Mark 4: 11 & 12; Matthew 13: 11, 12 & 19; 
John 12: 40 and Isaiah 25: 7 – 9 (this last quote is about a time after the second resurrection, when death will 
be swallowed up, as is described in Revelation 20: 14). At this time YHVH is calling out only those known as 
first fruits as may be read from James 1: 18; Hebrews 9: 15; Romans 8: 23, 29; 2 Thessalonians 2: 13; 
Ephesians 1: 4 & 5 and 1 Corinthians 15: 20 - 24. At Messiah’s return the first fruits will be resurrected and 
those still alive will together be changed into spirit beings as may be read in 1 Corinthians 15: 50 – 53 and 1 
Thessalonians 4: 14 – 17. However those who are called to be first fruits should not think or believe that they 
are better than those who will only be called later after the second resurrection, as may be read from 1 
Corinthians 1: 26 – 29. Yes, our calling requires more sacrifices in that as a result of our faith, we may lose 
family and friends, and the way we used to live, but if we overcome self, Satan and the world, we are 
promised a double portion, in that we will become kings and priests under Yahshua during the millennium and 
beyond. Enough said. Kindly read all of the Scriptures listed in this paragraph to get a better understanding of 
our calling.  
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Chapter 2: What does it mean to put on Yahshua? 
 

It is very difficult for our human minds or wisdom to understand why we have to go through various trials in 
our lives. In addition we read from Yaa’cov (James) 1: 2, ‘Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you 
encounter various trials.’  Without reading the subsequent verses, this verse is not easy to grasp – think 
about it at a basic level; how can I be joyful after dropping a hammer on my toe? The answer to this question 
is found in verses 3 – 6, like this: ‘Knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. (4) And let 
endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (5) But if 
any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of Elohim, who gives to all men generously and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him. (6) But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.’  So we see here that the trials that we 
experience in life are to help us to become perfect, so that we may actually be conformed to the image of 
Elohim – Yahshua our Messiah. Even though most of us are adults, we are all able to recall the pains we 
experienced when we reached puberty and started growing up – our parents called it growing pains. In the 
same way, it hurts when we start growing in grace and knowledge, to ultimately conform to Yahshua the 
standard set by Elohim, as we are required to overcome many bad habits and character traits developed 
since childhood.  
 
I watched a T V documentary on which a lady named Alison appeared who was raped here in Port Elizabeth 
a few years ago. Her car broke down in a remote area near a lonely road that runs between a game reserve 
and the sea. She must have thumbed a lift to get back to the beachfront and was picked up by two men. They 
raped her then cut her throat and left her for dead in the bushes next to the road. Somehow she got back to 
the road and eventually after many hours managed to flag down a motorist who picked her up and took her to 
hospital. After months she recuperated and in due course identified the perpetrators, who are currently 
serving time in prison for their crimes. Alison has since her ordeal fully recovered from her physical and 
physiological injuries, and started giving talks throughout South Africa, to encourage other people who 
suffered similar traumatic ordeals in their lives, helping them to cope. I remember her saying that even though 
she would not like to go through a similar experience again, this trial made her a much better person, and she 
can actually see Elohim’s (she called Him G-d) hand in it. She has forgiven her attackers in her heart, but do 
not ever want to meet up with them again. 
 
It is not always easy to understand, how various trials could be beneficial to us, but if we have Elohim’s 
perspective, we begin to understand better what He is achieving in our lives. Yaa’cov even tells us that if we 
find it difficult or even impossible to understand, we should ask YHVH to give us the necessary wisdom, so 
that we may see what He wants us to see and understand, from these trials in our lives. This wisdom that 
Yaa’cov is talking about here is Elohim’s wisdom and not the wisdom of so-called wise men of the world.  But, 
is this what you and I ask for when we pray? We tend to ask for things to make our lives more comfortable, 
most of the time, but do we ever ask YHVH to provide us with wisdom? Wisdom to better understand our 
plight in life and to make the correct decisions, when required, is far more valuable and helps us building a 
righteous character. 
 
We find an example of where king Solomon a servant of YHVH asked Him for wisdom to help him govern the 
united nation of Israel in 1 Kings 3. We start reading from verse 5 of 1 Kings 3, in this way: ‘In Gibeon YHVH 
appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and Elohim said, “Ask what you wish me to give you.”’ We 
read Solomon’s response to YHVH in verses 6 – 9, as follows: “Thou hast shown great lovingkindness to 
Thy servant David my father, according as he walked before Thee in truth and righteousness and 
uprightness of heart toward Thee; and Thou hast reserved for him this great lovingkindness, that 
Thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. (7) And now, O YHVH my Elohim, 
Thou hast made Thy servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or to come in. (8) And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy people which Thou hast 
chosen, a great people who cannot be numbered or counted for multitude. (9) So give Thy servant an 
understanding heart to judge Thy people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge 
this great people of Thine?” YHVH was pleased that Solomon asked this from Him. We read from verses 
11 & 12 that Solomon asked for ‘discernment to understand justice’, and that YHVH gave it to him, so that 
there has been no one like him before him, nor shall one like him arise after him. YHVH also blessed 
Solomon with, riches and honor, so that there was no king equal to him during his lifetime. YHVH furthermore 
promised that if Solomon walks in the ways of Elohim, keeping His statutes and commandments, as David 
did, He will prolong Solomon’s life.  
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YHVH gave Solomon a wise and discerning (or understanding) heart and he became the wisest human being 
ever. Even so, we see that YHVH has also given the spirit of wisdom, understanding and knowledge to other 
people as well. We read from Exodus 31: 1 – 6, ‘Now YHVH spoke to Moses, saying, (2) “See, I have 
called by name Bezalel (meaning the shadow of Elohim), the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of 
Judah. (3) And I have filled him with the Spirit of Elohim in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, 
and in all kinds of craftsmanship, (4) to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, 
(5) and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all kinds 
of craftsmanship. (6) And behold, I Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of all who are skillful I have put skill, that they may make all that I 
have commanded you.”’ We know that YHVH endowed these people with wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding and special skills to help Moses building furniture and utensils for the Tabernacle or tent of 
meeting. We also read from Deuteronomy 34: 9, ‘Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the spirit of 
wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of Israel listened to him and did as YHVH 
had commanded Moses.’ 
 
Especially noteworthy is the prophecy about Yahshua in Isaiah 11: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘Then a shoot will 
spring from the stem of Jesse (the father of David), and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. (2) And 
the Spirit of YHVH will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of YHVH.’  These are Spirit imparted attributes that enables 
the Messiah to rule his people effectively and justly. Solomon like Yahshua was a descendant of David, but 
was also a type of Yahshua.  We need to follow Yahshua as our coming king, who is the wisdom of Elohim, to 
help us understand Elohim’s plan and purpose in our lives 
 
We turn to the book of Proverbs to discover why these three attributes are also beneficial to us. We read from 
Proverbs 2: 1 – 17, ‘My son, if you will receive my sayings, and treasure my commandments within 
you, (2) Make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; (3) For if you cry for 
discernment, lift your voice for understanding; (4) If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for 
hidden treasures;  (5) then you will discern the fear of YHVH, and discover the knowledge of Elohim. 
(6) For YHVH gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. (7) He stores up 
sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk with integrity, (8) guarding the paths 
of justice, and He preserves the way of His godly ones. (9) Then you will discern righteousness and 
justice and equity and every good course. (10) For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will 
be pleasant to your soul; (11) Discretion will guard you, understanding will watch over you, (12) to 
deliver you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse things; (13) From those who 
leave the paths of righteousness, to walk in the ways of darkness; (14) who will delight in doing evil, 
and rejoice in perversity of evil; (15) whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in their ways; (16) 
to deliver you from the strange woman, from the adulteress who flatters with her words; (17) That 
leaves the companion of her youth, and forget the covenant of her Elohim.’ 
 
We see here that the wisdom, knowledge and understanding of Elohim, gives us the ability to keep us from 
doing evil and help us to obey Elohim’s commandments. In addition it will keep us from going after strange 
(adulteress) women. Yes, it will keep us from committing adultery, but also from following after the harlot, or 
false church identified in the book of Revelation as Babylon Mother of the Harlots, where their ministers are 
so confused, that they teach that YHVH need not test those who believe in J*e*s*u*s* any longer as they 
have already been born again. These were the words of a Christian Minister during a morning service, 
broadcast by the South African Broadcasting Service a while back. This minister like Nicodemus in John 3, 
had no clue what it means to be born again, despite the fact that the announcer introduced him as Doctor ‘so-
and so’ from a town in the Western Cape.  We read how Yahshua answered Nicodemus (a Rabbi of that time) 
in verse 10 of John 3, as follows: “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not understand these things?  
Yahshua was talking specifically about the subject of being born again - as may be read from verses 5 – 9.  
So we see that nothing has changed - as much as Nicodemus a Rabbi of Yahshua’s time, did not know the 
meaning of being born again, so this modern day Doctor of Divinity does not understand the same.  
 
Only a few people today understand the fact that being born again is directly linked to the gospel of the 
coming Kingdom of Elohim. Not many know that the Gospel that Yahshua preached was not a message 
about His life, death and resurrection, but about the coming Kingdom of Elohim. Ask yourself: Why have 
these truths never been understood by most people in the world? The reason is that the religious leaders of 
Yahshua’s time rejected it and because Christianity distorted it so much, the whole world has been deceived 
and totally misunderstands it. The question is: Which Bible do these Christian teachers read and teach from? 
Have they ever read from James (Yaa’cov) 2: 17, where we read: ‘Even so faith, if it has no works, is 
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dead, being by itself.’ This is why we read from Revelation 18: 4 & 5, ‘And I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my people, that you may not participate in her sins and that you 
may not receive of her plagues; (5) for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and Elohim has 
remembered her iniquities.’  If we ask YHVH for wisdom, knowledge and understanding He will keep us 
from being deceived by these false ministers of religion, who are totally confused about what YHVH is 
teaching us in His word. 
 
As we read from 1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 8, the problem with most of these teachers of religion is that they did not 
at the time of Yahshua or even now, knew who and what He was/is, as follows: ‘And when I (Rav Shaul) 
came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the 
testimony of Elohim. (2) For I determined to know nothing among you except Yahshua Messiah, and 
Him crucified. (3) And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. (4) And my 
message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, (5) that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of 
Elohim (meaning Yahshua as we read from 1 Corinthians 1: 24

1
). (6) Yet we do speak wisdom among 

those who are mature, a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are 
passing away (talking about the religious leaders of this age); (7) but we speak Elohim’s wisdom in a 
mystery, the hidden wisdom, which Elohim predestined before the ages of glory 

2
; (8)  the wisdom 

which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it, they would not 
have crucified the Master of glory.’ Yes, these religious leaders (of both Yahshua’s time) and today have 
no clue who and what He is.  
 
Even though Christian teachers say they believe that there is one G-d, they believe that J*e*s*u*s* came to 
do away with His Father’s strict laws, despite reading Yahshua’s own words to the contrary in Matthew 5: 17 
& 18. However, if we understand what Rav Shaul was saying in 1 Corinthians 2, quoted above, we will realize 
that he said that the true knowledge of Elohim is hidden in Yahshua our Messiah. Yahshua being the 
embodiment of Torah understands all wisdom and knowledge. In Him are all the secrets of Elohim, and if we 
follow Him all the way, we will know the hidden treasure of wisdom and understanding of Elohim. To confirm 
what we have just studied, let us turn to Proverbs 3: 19, where we read: ‘YHVH by wisdom founded the 
earth; by understanding He established the heavens.’ This agrees with Psalm 33: 6, in this way: ‘By the 
word of YHVH the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host’, which is as we 
know, in line with John 1: 1 -3: as follows: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
Elohim, and the word was Elohim. (2) He was in the beginning with Elohim. (3) All things came into 
being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.’  Yes, Yahshua 
and YHVH is one. 
 
If these teachers of religion knew who Yahshua was and indeed is, they would not teach the falsehood that 
they do, as we read from Yaa’cov 3: 1 & 8 – 16, in this way: ‘Let not many of you become teachers, my 
brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment (we who are teaching fellow believers, 
better teach the Truth about Yahshua, or we are in for some serious trouble in the future). (8) But no one can 
tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison (lies about Yahshua and how we ought to 
follow Him, may result in the second death for false teachers). (9) With it we bless our Master and Father; 
and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of Elohim (by teaching believers to obey 
Yahshua the embodiment of Torah we bless them, but by teaching them that Torah has been abolished, and 
that they need not keep it any longer, we allow the curses of the Law from which Yahshua redeemed us, to be 
unleashed upon them once again); (10) from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be this way. (This is obviously talking about how we use the same 
tongue to pray to YHVH and to curse fellow believers; but also about the curses that these false teachers 
unleash upon their followers.) (11) Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and 
bitter water?

3
 (12) Can a fig tree, my brethren produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Neither can salt 

water produce fresh. (13) Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good 
behavior his deeds in gentleness of wisdom. (14) But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 
in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. (Here in verse 14 we are given the reason 

                                                           
1
 1 Corinthians 1: 24, ‘But to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the power of Elohim and the 

wisdom of Elohim.’ 
2
  Proverbs 8: 22 & 23, ‘YHVH possessed me at the beginning of His way, before His works of old. From everlasting 

I was established, from the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth.’ 
3
 Malachi 2: 7 & 8, ‘“For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his 

mouth; for he is the messenger of YHVH of hosts. But as for you, you have turned aside from the way; you have 
caused many to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi” says YHVH of Hosts.’ 
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why these false teachers teach what they do. They have a bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in their hearts, 
and that is why they lie against obedience to the Word of Elohim, which is truth – as may be seen from John 
17: 17) (15) This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 
(16) For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.’ 

An example of this jealousy and selfish ambition, is like the Catholic priests who believe that they are in the 
Aaronic priesthood and should wear scarlet (which is essentially the color of the whore in Revelation 17) 
kippahs, but do not allow men in their congregations to wear head coverings or to study the Scriptures for 
themselves. They do everything in their power to retain their priestly role in ‘heaven’ one day, but do not want 
their members to have the same esteem. However, what they and other Christian teachers who teach and 
believe that the Torah has been abolished do not realize, is that Yahshua the wisdom of YHVH taught just the 
opposite, as we read from Matthew 5: 19 & 20, “Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments (such as for example circumcision or the wearing of tzitzit), and so teaches others, shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the scribes and the Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” The point is that the 
disorder or confusion spoken about in Yaa’cov 3: 16 is exactly how the Scriptures describe this false religion 
in Revelation 17, namely ‘BABYLON’ which simply means confusion. To become sons of Elohim takes more 
than just joining the local church on the street corner. It also takes more than just "accepting J*e*s*u*s*" in 
some evangelical revival meeting filled with emotion. We need to fully surrender our lives to our heavenly 
Father by means of a personal relationship with Yahshua the Messiah. We need to follow in the footsteps of 
Yahshua and learn to keep the Torah Commandments to the best of our ability, with the help of the Set-apart 
Spirit. It must also be understood that no one can come to Yahshua unless the Father who sent Him 
(Yahshua) draws him – as per John 6: 44 & 65. Yahshua Himself said in John 10: 1 - 2: “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is 
a thief and a robber. (2) But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.”  

Be not deceived, if you have accepted J*e*s*u*s* in your heart, without repenting (meaning to stop breaking 
the commandments) and being immersed into Yahshua’s saving name, you are definitely not begotten again, 
let alone born again.  A person who was begotten again (after real repentance and immersion), will only be 
born again at Yahshua’s return, when those who died in Messiah will be resurrected and the ones still alive, 
will be changed as we read from 1 Corinthians 15: 50 – 53, as follows: ‘Now I say this, brethren, that flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of Elohim (or heaven); nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. (51) Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep (meaning to be dead and buried), 
but we shall all be changed, (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. (53) For this 
perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.’ 
 
Continuing in Yaa’cov 3: 17 & 18, we read: ‘But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. (18) And the seed 
whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.’  If we have the wisdom of 
Elohim, we will bear good fruits such as practicing the commandments – keep the Sabbaths, eat only kosher 
food and the like. We need to be ever mindful of what Yahshua said about wise and foolish believers in 
Matthew 7: 24 – 27, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be 
compared to a wise man, who built his home upon the rock. (Yahshua: the embodiment of Torah and the 
wisdom of Elohim.) (25) And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst 
against that house; and yet did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock. (26) And everyone who 
hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his 
house upon the sand. (Those who follow false teachers who teach that Torah has been abolished.) (27) And 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, 
and great was its fall.” 
 
There are many who believe that they are already born again and that they have Elohim’s Spirit indwelling 
them, but by teaching the opposite of what Yahshua taught, they do not build their spiritual houses on Him 
(the rock), but on sand and will eventually come tumbling down, as we read from Luke 13: 24 – 27, as follows: 
“Strive to enter by the narrow door, for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. (25) 
Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside, and knock on 
the door, saying, ‘Master, open up to us!’ then He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know where 
you are from.’ (26) Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in 
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our streets’; (27) and He will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you are from; DEPART FROM ME, 
ALL YOU EVILDOERS.’”  
 
It is clear that those who teach believers that they need not worry about YHVH testing our faith, by works, are 
liars and might not be in the kingdom of Elohim at all, unless they repent and ultimately return to following the 
true Messiah, Yahshua the salvation of YHVH. Let us therefore put on Yahshua our perfect example, who 
being filled with Elohim’s spirit of wisdom, understanding and knowledge, is the embodiment of Torah, in 
order to understand Elohim’s way and purpose for each one of us. He is the way, the truth and the life! 
 
For a better understanding on the subject of being born again, request my latest e-book in a4 format entitled: ‘Nazarene 

Judaism?’ 
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Chapter 3: Pollutions of idols mentioned in Acts 15: 1 – 21. 

Yahshua did not come to abolish Torah as He confirmed in Matt 5: 17 - 20, saying: “Do not think that I came 
to destroy the Torah or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to complete. (18) For truly, I say to 
you, till heaven and the earth pass away, one jot or one title shall by no means pass from the Torah till 
all be done. (19) Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches 
others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and the Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” This 
leaves us with the question: What is meant by righteousness? We read from Psalm 119: 172, “Let my 
tongue sing of Thy word, for all Thy commandments are righteousness.”  The opposite of righteousness 
is lawlessness or the breaking of the commandments, otherwise known as sin. We read from I John 3: 4, 
‘Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.’ So it is clear that Law-
keeping is righteousness and Law-breaking is lawlessness or sin. But how is it possible for us as believers to 
keep the Law better than what the scribes and the Pharisees do?   
 
To understand how it is possible to keep the Law better than what the scribes and the Pharisees do, we first 
need to clear up a major fallacy about the teachings of Rav Shaul.  Many have viewed His teachings as 
speaking against the Torah portions which they do not wish to accept. But, Rav Shaul was really teaching 
about the importance of all the commandments including those viewed as least, or the ones that people 
believe they need not keep any longer; stressing that the Set-apart Spirit is the necessary agent for 
enabling righteousness. We need to follow the steps set-out in The Scriptures exactly if we want to receive 
the Set-apart Spirit to enable us to start obeying Torah, which leads to righteousness as we read from James 
2: 26, ‘For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.’   
 
However, we should never compel new believers to do things, for which they are not ready, yet. People 
should do things because they came to understand and believe the same. Repentance is a process and as 
people learn more by self-study and from teachers, who themselves went through the discipleship program 
employed by Messiah; they will develop a better understanding and will eventually start obeying YHVH from 
the heart. We need to remember that YHVH wants us to serve Him willingly from the heart and not because 
someone else forced us to serve Him. In addition Yahshua said that we should not lord it over people, since 
that is what the Gentiles do, as we read Mark 10: 42 – 45, ‘And calling them to Himself, Yahshua said to 
them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their 
great men exercise authority over them. (43) But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant; (44) and whoever wishes to be first among you shall 
be slave of all. (45) For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.”   
 
Having said that let’s turn to Galatians 5, to understand what Rav Shaul was really saying in what many 
consider to be very controversial. We commence reading from verse 1 of Galatians 5, as follows:  ‘It was for 
freedom that Messiah set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to the 
yoke of slavery.’ What is this saying? Yahshua has set us free from the slavery of sin. He provided us with 
freedom from sin – not freedom from Torah as some believe. We read accordingly from Yaa’cov (James) 1: 
25, ‘But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having 
become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.’ Some 
Christian commentators to the Scriptures want to convince the reader that the law of liberty, mentioned here 
is different to Elohim’s Torah, but we see from Psalm 119: 44 & 45, that it is in fact Torah, as follows: ‘So I 
will keep Thy law continually, forever and ever. (45) And I will walk at liberty, for I seek Thy precepts.’  
Sin is the transgression of the Law (or Torah) as we have already read in 1 John 3: 4. But because any 
attempt to obey Torah by ourselves is futile, we cannot trust in anything but Yahshua to give us the power to 
overcome sin.  
 
Believe in the Oneness of Elohim is vital to our faith to understand and follow YHVH fully. Yes, I know that 
Christians say they believe in the Oneness of Elohim, but by the commentaries to the Scriptures by Christian 
authors, we get to understand that they do not truly believe the same. When it comes to circumcision for 
example, they insist that circumcision is part of the Father’s Torah, but they are under grace (or liberty) of the 
so-called ‘Son’s commandments’. They do not understand that if YHVH is truly One as He says He is, then 
the Father’s Torah and Yahshua’s commandments is one and the same thing. Yahshua is the visible Image 
(or part) of the invisible Elohim. He is the body spoken about in Hebrews 10: 5 (which is a quote from the 
correct version of Psalm 40: 6), as follows: ‘Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, 
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“SACRIFICE AND OFFERING THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY THOU HAST PREPARED FOR 
ME; IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES FOR SIN THOU HAST TAKEN NO PLEASURE.”’ 
We need to obey (YHVH)’s teachings as Yahshua the salvation of Yah became the sacrifice for our sins. 
 
Continuing from verse 2 of Galatians 5, we read: ‘Behold I, Shaul, say to you that if you receive 
circumcision, Messiah will be of no benefit to you.’ Yes, that is correct; circumcision does not ensure our 
salvation. Yahshua the salvation of YHVH is the only way for us to attain Salvation. He is the door and if we 
do not go through Him, we remain lost, circumcised or not. We read accordingly from verse 3, ‘And I testify 
again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole law.’  
Like Abraham, we should not be circumcised before we are sure that we want to follow Yahshua all the way. 
The first step in our walk with Elohim is as Rav Kepha explained to those who came to believe in Yahshua, in 
Acts 2: 38, as follows: “Repent, and let each of you be immersed in the name of Yahshua Messiah for 
the forgiveness of your sins (transgressions of Torah); and you shall receive the gift of the Set-apart 
Spirit.’ Without having taken this step, it is impossible for us to obey Torah. Circumcision is the final step that 
we should take, because without the Set-apart Spirit indwelling us, we cannot obey Torah. By the time we are 
ready to ask for circumcision, we will want to obey Elohim fully, and will therefore want to be circumcised out 
of our own free will.  
 
Torah applies to all who follow the way of Elohim, as we read in Exodus 12: 49, in this way: “The same law 
shall apply to the native as to the stranger who sojourns among you.” We know that this was talking 
about the fact that those who partake of the Passover should be circumcised. However, it also implies that all 
the commandments applicable to those who follow the way of Elohim, as is confirmed in Numbers 15: 15, as 
follows: ‘As for the assembly, there shall be one statute for you and for the alien who sojourns with 
you, a perpetual statute throughout your generations; as you are, so shall the alien be before YHVH.’  
When Yahshua became the sacrifice for the sins of the world, the only portion of the Law that was abolished, 
was the Sacrificial Law in respect of sin. The covenant of circumcision was made with Abraham at least 430 
years before the introduction of the Sacrificial Law (as is confirmed in Galatians 3: 17), and was definitely not 
part thereof. In addition we know that Yahshua was both immersed (as per Mark 1: 9) and circumcised (as 
per Luke 2: 21); and that we the called out ones, who follow His perfect example should therefore do likewise. 
But, before we continue, we need to understand that neither the keeping of the Law nor circumcision ensures 
our salvation. We are saved by the grace of YHVH through faith. However, it is as we read in James 2: 24, 
‘You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.’  We prove our faith by what we do. If 
we say that we believe in the Sabbath and Feast Days of Elohim, but refuse to attend services during these 
days, our faith is of no use.  
 
It is therefore easier to understand what Rav Shaul is saying to Gentiles and those who were not circumcised 
eight days after birth, as we read from verses 4 & 5 of Galatians 5, ‘You have been severed from Messiah, 
you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. (5) For we through the Spirit, 
by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.’ As sinners we need to repent first, then be immersed 
and only then will we want to obey Elohim from the heart. After immersing a new believer, the teacher who 
immersed him/her is according to the commission given us by Messiah (in Matthew 28: 18 – 20); responsible 
to teach the believer everything that Yahshua taught His disciples. That is why Yahshua introduced a 
discipleship program, to ensure that there will always be teachers available, who were themselves taught by 
someone who has gone through the same discipleship program before them. It is during this discipleship 
program that new believers are taught about the additional requirements of Torah, such as the Sabbath, The 
Feast Days of Elohim, clean and unclean foods, the wearing of Tzitzit, and eventually circumcision.  
 
Continuing in verse 6 of Galatians 5, we read: ‘For in Messiah Yahshua neither circumcision nor un-
circumcision means anything, but faith working through love.’  It does not matter whether you were 
circumcised or not, before coming to believe in the way of Elohim, as He is only interested in those who obey 
and serve him from the heart (through faith). If you were circumcised thinking that it will assure your salvation, 
you are wrong. However, if your motivation for circumcision was out of love, because you know that those 
who belong to Messiah are Abraham’s offspring; heirs (of the Promised Land) according to the promise (or 
everlasting covenant) that He made with YHVH (as we read in Galatians 3: 29), you are on the right track. 
Proceeding with the idea of faith working through love, we read from verses 7 & 8 of Galatians 5, ‘You were 
running well; who hindered you from obeying truth? (8) This persuasion did not come from Him who 
calls you.’ Our Father does not want us to do things against our will and will never persuade us to do so. He 
is only interested in obedience from the heart – He gave us a free will because He is not interested in robots, 
all made to follow Him because they are forced to do so. With this in mind, let’s continue reading verses 9 – 
13, as follows: ‘A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough. (10) I have confidence in you in the 
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Master, that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, 
whoever he is. (11) But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision (for salvation), why am I still 
persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished. (12) Would that those who 
are troubling you would even mutilate themselves. (13) For you were called to freedom (from slavery of 
sin), brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 
one another.’  
 
Continuing in Galatians 5: 14 to 26, we read: ‘For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (15) But you bite and devour one another, take care lest 
you be consumed by one another. (16) But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the 
desire of the flesh. (17) For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 
for these are in opposition to one another, so that you, may not do the things that you please. (18) But 
if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law (i.e. under the punishment or curses of the Law). 
(19) Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, Impurity, sensuality, (20) idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, (21) envying, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you 
that those who practice such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of Elohim. (22) But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. (24) Now those who belong to Messiah Yahshua have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires. (25) If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. (26) 
Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.” Our standard is Messiah 
and we should not compete against our fellow Nazarenes. We need to compare our actions with that of 
Yahshua and overcome our shortcomings; else we will not be in the Kingdom of Elohim. If Yahshua kept the 
Feast days of Elohim, including Chanukah, then we who follow Him, should do like-wise. If Yahshua was 
immersed, so should we; if Yahshua was circumcised, so should we.  
 
Most Christians, Messianic/Nazarene and like-minded believers have no idea what the prophecy in Zechariah 
8: 23 entail. We read from Zechariah 8: 23, “Thus says YHVH of hosts, ‘In those days ten men from all 
the nations will grasp the garment of a Jew saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that Elohim 
is with you.”’”  This has definitely not happed yet, and to be quite honest, unless and until it happens, our 
Messiah will not return. How dare I say that? The answer to this question comes from Hosea 5: 15, in this 
way: ‘I will go away and return to My place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; in their 
affliction they will earnestly seek Me.’  
 
Things are going to get so bad that we will eventually turn to Yahshua/YHVH, verbalizing what is written in 
Hosea 6: 1 – 3, as follows: “Come let us return to YHVH. For He has torn us, but He will heal us; He has 
wounded us, but He will bandage us. (2) He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the 
third day that we may live before Him. (This tells us that Yahshua will return after an absence of 2000 
years) (3) So let us know, let us press on to know YHVH. His going forth is as certain as the dawn; and 
He will come to us like the rain, like the spring rain watering the earth.”  Yahshua will only return when 
we, the remnant of the lost ten tribes acknowledge our guilt and become fully Torah observant. It will only be 
once we are fully Torah observant that Judah will recognize us as their brother. 
 
Both the Torah and the prophets foretold the coming of Messiah, at which time the exile of the lost ten tribes 
will end, and Messiah will re-gather both Houses of Israel and return us back to the land of Israel. In John 10: 
16, Yahshua tells our Jewish brothers, saying: “And I have other sheep which are not of this fold; I must 
bring them also, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one flock with one Sheppard. 
(17) For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again.”  Yahshua 
told the Jews here, that the main reason for Him having to die on the tree is to ultimately re-gather/restore 
both houses of Israel. This was confirmed in the prophetic words of Caiaphas in John 11: 49 – 52, as follows: 
‘But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing 
at all, (50) nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation should not perish.” (51) Now this he did not say on his own 
initiative; but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Yahshua was going to die for the nation, 
(52) and not for the nation only, but that He might also gather together into one the children of Elohim 
who are scattered abroad.’   
 
Messiah was prophesied in Deuteronomy 30: 1 – 5 to end the physical exile of both houses of Israel. After His 
death and resurrection, and prior to His ascension to heaven, Messiah’s disciples asked Him in Acts 1: 6, 
when He will restore the kingdom to Israel? Yahshua replied as follows (in Acts 1: 7 & 8): “It is not for you to 



Sundry sermons III Page 16 
 

know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you shall receive power 
when the Set-apart Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and 
in al Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  Our Messiah gave His disciples 
(including us His modern day disciples) a command in Matthew 28: 19 – 20, to go into the entire world and 
teach them what He taught them (which included Torah). So all nations (not only the two houses of Israel) are 
to be taught to obey what Yahshua our Messiah taught His disciples, including Torah.  
 
But does this include circumcision? Reading from verse 1 of Acts 15, we see that there was a dispute 
between Rav Shaul and Barnabas, about physical circumcision. However, in verse 2 we see that they 
determined that they together with certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and 
elders regarding the matter. We need to understand that their decision to take the matter to the priests and 
Levites in Jerusalem is in accordance with the Torah command found in Deuteronomy 17: 8 – 12, like this: “If 
any case is too difficult for you to decide, between one kind of homicide or another, between one kind 
of lawsuit or another, and between one kind of assault or another, being cases of dispute in your 
courts, then you shall arise and go up to the place which YHVH your Elohim chooses. (9) So you shall 
come to the Levitical priest or the judge, who is in office in those days, and you shall inquire of them, 
and they will declare to you the verdict in the case. (10) And you shall do according to the terms of the 
verdict which they declare to you from that place which YHVH chooses; and you shall be careful to 
observe according to all that they teach you. (11) According to the terms of the law which they teach 
you, and according to the verdict which they tell you, you shall do; you shall not turn aside from the 
word which they declare to you, to the right or the left. (12) And the man who acts presumptuously by 
not listening to the priest who stands there to serve YHVH your Elohim, nor to the judge, that man 
shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”  
 
We read from Acts 15: 5, ‘But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed, stood up, 
saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.”’ We 
know that Rav Shaul was also from the Sect of the Pharisees, as may be read in Philippians 3: 5 in this way: 
‘circumcised the eighth day of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as 
to the Law a Pharisee.’ From verse 5 (of Acts 15) we understand that Rav Shaul, a Pharisee and believer in 
Yahshua, had a disagreement with other Pharisees who were also believers in Yahshua. Continuing in Acts 
15: 6 we see that the elders and the apostles came together to consider whether circumcision was indeed 
required, when Gentile believers come to believe in Yahshua the Messiah. The phrase ‘circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses’ in verse 1 is according to the Hebraic understanding, to be ‘joined with 
the covenant made with Abram’. So, circumcision is a sign that you are joined to the covenant that YHVH 
made with Abraham. This covenant includes both the physical descendants of Abraham as well as those who 
according to Galatians 3: 26 – 29, becomes Abraham’s heirs according to promise, as follows: ‘For you are 
all sons of Elohim through faith in Messiah Yahshua. (27) For all of you who were immersed into 
Messiah have clothed yourselves with Messiah. (28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Messiah Yahshua. (29) And 
if you belong to Messiah, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.’  A believer in 
Messiah is an heir of the promise that was made with Abraham. 

The promise that YHVH made with Abraham was an eternal covenant, between YHVH and Abraham and his 
offspring. The covenant made with Abraham was as recorded in Genesis 17 and especially verse 12: “And 
every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations…“  
The conditions of the covenant are recorded in verse 8 of Genesis 17 as follows: “And I will give to you and 
to your descendants after you, the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their 
Elohim.” We see therefore that the covenant of circumcision has nothing to do with salvation, but it has to do 
with living in the land of Canaan. Our father in the faith Abraham was circumcised at a very old age. However, 
we see in his case that he believed YHVH before he was circumcised. This is recorded for us in Genesis 15: 
6 as follows: ‘Then he believed in YHVH; and He (YHVH) reckoned it to him (Abram) as righteousness.’ 
When he was circumcised as a sign of the covenant between him and YHVH, his name was changed to 
Abraham. Since then all Israelites and their children were circumcised at the age of eight days old. However, 
many of us Israelites, who lost our identity as Israel, became like gentiles and stopped circumcising our 
children, because we believed that the Torah was done away with. In some of our cases, our renewed belief 
in Yahshua our Messiah also came first.  

Having discussed physical circumcision, the question is; what is circumcision of the heart? We find the 
answer to this question in Colossians 2: 9 – 13, in this way:  ‘For in Him (Yahshua) all the fullness of Deity  
dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and 
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authority; and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the 
removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Messiah; Having been buried with Him in 
immersion, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of Elohim, who 
raised Him from the dead. And when you were dead in your transgressions and the un-circumcision 
of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.’ 
Immersion is believed by many to be the new (or rather renewed) covenant circumcision – the circumcision of 
Messiah. However, when we look into the Scriptures we find that circumcision of the heart was already 
mentioned in Deuteronomy 10: 16 as follows: “Circumcise then your heart and stiffen your neck no 
more.” We read more about this in Deuteronomy 30: 6 as follows: “Moreover YHVH your Elohim will 
circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love YHVH your Elohim with all your 
heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live.” Other scriptures talking about circumcision of the 
heart may be found in Jeremiah 4: 4 and Jeremiah 9: 26. We who are called during this age and who know 
that Yahshua is the Rock of our Salvation are according to the teaching in 1 Peter 2: 8 & 9 , a chosen race 
(the Israel of Elohim), a royal priesthood, a Set-apart Nation, a people for Elohim’s own possession.  

In Ezekiel 44: 1 we read about the outer gate of the sanctuary, which faces the east and was shut. In verse 2 
we read: “And YHVH said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall 
enter by it, for YHVH Elohim of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut.” In verse 3 it mentions 
the prince Yahshua who shall enter by way of the porch of the gate, and shall go out by the same way. This is 
a scene of the future when Yahshua will have returned already. In Ezekiel 44: 7 to 9 we read: ‘When you 
brought in foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctuary to 
profane it, even My house, when you offered My food, the fat and the blood; for they made My 
covenant void – this in addition to all your abominations. And you have not kept charge of My Set-
apart things yourselves, but you have set foreigners to keep charge of My sanctuary.” ‘Thus says 
YHVH Elohim, “No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, of all the foreigners 
who are among the sons of Israel, shall enter My sanctuary.’  This quote from Ezekiel should make us 
think - it is a thought provoking end-time prophecy. If we who believe that we are already a kingdom of 
priests, think we are circumcised in heart, and refuse to be circumcised in the flesh, is that not rebellion? Can 
we truly have a circumcised heart, and yet refuse His commandment for a fleshly one, too? It is just a matter 
of which comes first. We have seen that Abraham was circumcised in heart, first. His obedience and faith in 
YHVH preceded his fleshly circumcision. But, when YHVH gave him that requirement – when He said, “cut 
off your foreskin, you and all your males for all generations”, Abraham didn’t quibble.  

After all what does YHVH require of those who serve Him? For the answer we turn to Deuteronomy 10: 12 & 
13, ‘And now, Israel (meaning both houses) what does YHVH your Elohim require from you, but to fear 
YHVH your Elohim, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve YHVH your Elohim with all your 
heart and with all your soul, (13) and to keep (YHVH)’s commandments and His statutes which I am 
commanding you today for your good?’  As explained before, the word soul simply means life.  The word 
heart in Hebraic thought means your ‘seat of emotion’ or ‘your faith’.  We see from Genesis 15: 6 that Abram’s 
faith in YHVH came before he was circumcised, as follows: ‘Then he (Abram) believed in YHVH; and He 
reckoned to him as righteousness.’  Only after Abram believed (with his heart), came the requirement of 
physical circumcision of the flesh (soul or life) as per Genesis 17.  So according to Deuteronomy 10: 12, we 
need to love YHVH with all our heart (our belief system), meaning circumcision of the heart, but also with all 
our soul (life; flesh or the way you live), including circumcision of the flesh. What we believe should become a 
way of life – we live from Sabbath to Sabbath and from Feast Day to Feast Day. People see how we live, by 
what we eat (i.e. only kosher food), and how we keep Torah - not cooking meat and milk derivative products 
together and (something they don’t see), being circumcised. We see confirmation in the Renewed Covenant 
from Acts 8: 36 - 38, that immersion (circumcision of the heart) has to do with what we believe, as follows: 
‘And as they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What 
prevents me from being immersed?” (37) And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may” 
And he answered and said, “I believe that Yahshua Messiah is the Son of Elohim.” (38) And he 
ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch 
(meaning that we cannot immerse ourselves); and he immersed him.’ 

At this point we also need to consider how the subject regarding circumcision is concluded in Acts 15. We 
read Rav Kepha’s reaction to the matter in Acts 15: 7 - 11, in this way: ‘And after there had been much 
debate, Peter (Kepha) stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early days Elohim 
made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe. (8) And Elohim, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them the Set-apart Spirit, 
just as He also did to us (meaning Jewish believers); (9) and He made no distinction between us and 
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them, cleansing their hearts by faith. (10) Now Therefore why do you put Elohim to the test by placing 
upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? (11) 
But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Master Yahshua, in the same way as they 
also are.’ 
 
We read from verse 12 that the entire multitude present at the meeting kept silent and listened to Barnabas 
and Rav Shaul, as they relate to them about the signs and wonders Elohim had done through them among 
the Gentiles. In Acts 15: 13 – 21 we see that Rav Yaa’cov (James, Yahshua’s half-brother) confirms that the 
Gentiles came to believe in Messiah as prophesied by the Prophet Amos, and gives his judgment as follows: 
‘And after they had stopped speaking, Yaa’cov answered, saying, “Brethren listen to me. (14) Simeon 
(Peter) has related how Elohim first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people 
for His name. (15) And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, (16) ‘AFTER 
THESE THINGS I will return, AND I WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS 
FALLEN, AND I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS, AND I WILL RESTORE IT, (17) IN ORDER THAT THE REST 
OF MANKIND MAY SEEK YHVH, AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,’ (18) 
SAYS YHVH, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM OF OLD (quoted from Amos 9: 11 & 12). (19) 
Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to Elohim from among the 
Gentiles,  (20)  but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from 
fornication and from what is strangled and from blood. (21) For Moses from ancient generations has 
in every city those who preach him, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”’  Yaa’cov saw 
that the non-Jews coming to faith in Messiah and joining the community of Israel is associated with the 
prophecy in Amos 9: 11 & 12.  
   
A pertinent question at this point is: Why do so many of us assume that Acts 15 is talking about two different 
ways, in which Jewish and Ephraimite believers in Messiah are to show their faith in YHVH? The reason for 
this is that most of us interpret that the so-called ‘Old Testament’ was written for ‘them’, and the so-called 
‘New Testament’ was written for ‘us’. Most reject what YHVH spoke through Moses and therefore interpret the 
Scriptures as two separate books. In order then to have the correct understanding of Acts 15, we need to take 
a Hebraic view of the Scriptures and understand how the Torah and the Prophets relate to what is written in 
the Renewed Covenant. We read Yahshua’s own words in this regard in John 5: 43 – 47, as follows: “I have 
come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you will 
receive him

4
. (44) How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not 

seek the esteem that is from the one and only Elohim? (here Yahshua who is Immanuel, meaning Elohim 
in the flesh confirms that there is only one Elohim) (45) Do not think that I will accuse you before the 
Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. (46) For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. (47) But if you do not believe his writings, how will 
you believe My words?”  Reading this, most believe that it is aimed at our Jewish brothers; however, verse 
47 makes it clear, that we cannot believe Yahshua’s words, if we do not believe the writings of Moses.  
 
The decision by the elders and the apostles in Jerusalem regarding the dispute about circumcision in Acts 15, 
was that, because repentance is a process, new believers need to be taught to abstain from the pollutions of 
idols, from fornication, from what is strangled, and from blood, before they are taught about the other 
requirements of Torah, such as the Sabbath, the Feast Days of Elohim, clean and unclean foods, the wearing 
of Tzitzit, and eventually circumcision. We read in Acts 15: 21 that they will learn these additional 
requirements as they attend synagogues near them, or through internet ministries such as ours. This is very 
similar to our father Abraham. It was only after he came to believe in YHVH (as is recorded in Genesis 15: 6) 
that he was circumcised, as we read in Genesis 17: 24, as follows: ‘Now Abraham was ninety-nine years 
old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.’  As explained before a believer in Messiah 
becomes an heir of the promise that was made with Abraham (as per Galatians 3: 29). Whilst new believers 
are not circumcised, they are not joined to the covenant made to Abraham, and are therefore not members of 
the family of Abraham, or of the Commonwealth of Israel. In other words once a Gentile or Israelite who thinks 
he is a Gentile is returning to faith in YHVH, by having his heart circumcised (himself immersed), forsaking 
idols, abstaining from fornication, blood and things strangled (meaning he is beginning to obey Torah), he will 
learn to follow the rest of the Torah commandments, as he attends services on the Sabbath, or study 
teachings like this via the internet.  
 

                                                           
4
 Some accept traditions and teachings of men far more easily than believing what Yahshua the word of Elohim, has to 

say about things; an example being the authority that Judah has regarding the Feast Days of Elohim.   



Sundry sermons III Page 19 
 

The ruling of James (Rav Yaa’cov) in Acts 15 is in agreement with the rulings of the Pharisaic Rabbis followed 
by Orthodox Jews of today. New believers should eventually follow all the requirements of the Torah, but is 
only required to follow the essential four listed in Acts 15: 20 at the beginning of their walk with Elohim. If we 
understand the ruling of Acts 15 from a Hebraic viewpoint, we will know that it does not contradict what 
Yahshua taught in Matthew 5: 19, saying: ‘Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.’  We are aware that 
circumcision is not a requirement for salvation. However, if we as heirs of Abraham through Yahshua our 
Messiah want to inherit the Land of Israel, we will have to comply by doing our part in the covenant which 
YHVH made with Abraham, our father in the faith. 
 
This gets us back to the four initial prohibitions to be taught to new believers. But the question is why the 
requirement ‘that they abstain from things contaminated by idols.’? The ten tribe nation of Israel were 
taken captive because of idolatry, as we read from 2 Kings 17: 22 & 23: ‘And the sons of Israel walked in 
all the sins of Jeroboam  which he did; they did not depart from them, (23) until YHVH removed Israel 
from His sight, as He spoke through all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away into 
exile from their own land to Assyria until this day.’  We see further from 1 Kings 12: 28 – 32 how 
Jeroboam lead Israel into worshipping idols, as follows: ‘So the king consulted, and made two golden 
calves, and he said to them (Israel), “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, 
O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt.” (29) And he set one in Bethel, and the other he 
put in Dan. (30) Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as 
Dan. (31) And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people who were 
not of the sons of Levi.  (32) And Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day 
of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, 
sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places 
which he had made.’ We read consequently from Hosea 4: 17, ‘Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone.’  
A second witness to this is found in Hosea 8: 3 & 4, ‘Israel has rejected the good; the enemy will pursue 
him. (4) They have set up kings, but not by Me; they have appointed princes, but I did not know it. 
With their silver and gold they have made idols for themselves, that they might be cut off.’  Note that 
things offered to idols are not only restricted to meat, but may include such items as Easter Eggs, hot cross 
buns, Xmas cake etc. However, the point to remember is that the idolatry which was the cause of Israel’s 
captivity, resulting in them becoming like Gentiles, had to do with keeping Feast Days at different times to 
what the Scriptures ordain, especially those that are a month later than the Feast Days kept in Judah, but also 
the feast days of pagan religions, such as Xmas and Easter. . 
 
We notice further that at the end of the book (in Hosea 14: 8 & 9), Hosea prophesied that some in Ephraim 
will eventually cease to follow idols, as follows: ‘O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? It is I who 
answer and look after you. I am like a luxuriant cypress; from Me comes your fruit. (9) Whoever is 
wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them. For the ways of 
YHVH are right, and the righteous will walk in them, but transgressors will stumble in them.’  This 
prophecy tells us that those who understand that Ephraim have worshipped idols and will repent from doing 
so are those who are WISE. What does this mean? We read the answer from Deuteronomy 4: 5 & 6, as 
follows: “See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as YHVH my Elohim commanded me, that 
you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. (6) So keep and do them, for that 
is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes 
and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ So we see that those who know 
and practice Torah are considered to be wise. It is only by knowing Torah that you will fully understand Acts 
15.  
 
Continuing in Acts 15: 29, we read: ‘that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and 
from things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do 
well. Farewell.’ Next we look at the words, ‘from blood’; which refers to all those things in Torah which refer 
to as the proper way in which to deal with various blood issues. One such issue is that we should not eat 
meat with any residue blood in it:  

 Only meat from specific species is permissible. 

 Mammals and fowls must be slaughtered in a specific way: slaughtering is done by a trained 
individual, using a special method of slaughtering, called shechita (see Deuteronomy 12: 23 & 24). 
The Shechita slaughterer known as a shochet severs the jugular vein, carotid artery, esophagus and 
trachea in a single continuous cutting movement, with a sharp un-serrated knife, essentially avoiding 
unnecessary pain to the animal. If one of these criteria is not attained, the meat is rendered 
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unsuitable. Prior to slaughtering, the animal must be checked to ensure that it does not have a 
medical condition or defect that would have caused it to die within a year, which would make its meat 
un-suitable. The lungs of slaughtered animals should also be examined, to see that they are free of 
adhesions – so as to prevent the consumption of animals infected with tuberculosis. Sick and 
diseased animals are not clean.  Animals which die naturally or are torn by beasts are also not fit for 
human consumption (see Leviticus 17: 15). In addition we are commanded not to eat a limb removed 
from a living beast as per Deuteronomy 12: 23. 

 Blood must be removed as much as possible as per Leviticus 3: 17 and Leviticus 17: 10. This is done 
during the koshering process, by soaking and salting the meat. 

 
Even so, there are many believers who go to restaurants, where they order steaks that even though it comes 
from kosher animals, are still full of blood. Yes, this means that we as believers cannot eat from normal un-
kosher restaurants.  
 
The next blood issue which is equally important is for husbands and wives in a totally kosher marriage 
relationship to abstain from each other when the woman is menstruating. This means that for any new 
believer who come into the faith, it becomes immediately important to get to know what the Torah has to say 
about these ‘blood issues’.  
 
Back in Acts 15: 29, we also need to consider the words, ‘from things strangled’. This is another Torah 
command which has to do with how believers ought to prepare the meat of kosher animals before it is ready 
to be cooked. Animals should according to point (b) above be properly slaughtered and the blood should be 
let out on the ground and covered with soil.  How many believers are sure that the meat that they buy 
conforms to these requirements? How many of our ladies soak meat in coarse salt or brine, before cooking it? 
Many in Christianity and especially Messianic/Nazarene and likeminded believers know about these 
requirements, but never followed them?  
 
Finally, we get to the prohibition against fornication; this is yet another Torah command, implying that new 
believers need to start studying Torah, prior to immersion, and as they continue studying after immersion, will 
learn to eventually obey all the Torah teachings applicable to them. The law (or Torah) is according to 
Romans 7: 14 spiritual and will continue even into the Kingdom of Elohim. The Rabbinical Jewish rabbis teach 
[Mechilta, Bachodesh 6] that whoever acknowledges the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN denies idols and 
acknowledges the entire Torah.  
 
To conclude therefore we read Rav Shaul’s admonition to (gentile) believers in Corinth from 2 Corinthians 6: 
14 – 18; 7: 1, as follows: “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? (15) Or what harmony 
has Messiah with Belial, or what has a believer in common with and unbeliever? (16) Or what 
agreement has the temple of Elohim with idols? For we are the temple of the living Elohim; just as 
Elohim said, ‘I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND 
THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. (17) THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE 
SEPARATE,’ says YHVH. AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. (18) And 
I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me, says YHVH Almighty. (1) 
THEREFORE, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh 
and spirit, perfecting set-apartness in the fear of Elohim.”’  Selah! 
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Chapter 4: How do we ensure that we wear wedding garments? 
 

Our calling by YHVH at this time may be compared with the parable of the wedding feast for the king’s son in 
Matthew 22: 1 – 14, in this way: ‘And Yahshua answered and spoke to them again in parables, saying, 
(2) “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king, who gave a wedding feast for his son. (3) 
And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were 
unwilling to come (not many of those called to follow the way of Elohim, are willing to do so). (4) Again he 
sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Behold, I have prepared my dinner; 
my oxen and my fatted livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
feast.”’(5) But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business 
(very few are prepared to even bother about information regarding the coming kingdom of Elohim – fact is that 
they do not have enough time, due to their very ‘busy schedules’ to make a living; let alone sharing the 
message with like-minded believers), (6) and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed 
them. (7) But the king was enraged and sent his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and set their 
city on fire.  (8) Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy. (9) Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there invite to the wedding 
feast.’ (10) And those slaves went out into the streets, and gathered together all they found, both evil 
and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests. (11) But when the king came in to look 
over the dinner guest, he saw there a man not dressed in wedding clothes, (12) and he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ (13) Then the king said to the servants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ (14) For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
What is the meaning of all of this? We who are called at this time should feel extremely honored, but not so 
much so that we get swollen heads. The fact that we are here, is because those who were better than us, did 
not accept (YHVH)’s call in the first place. It is for this reason that YHVH is calling us from the highways to 
come and take the place of those who refused to answer His call or who followed the way of Elohim for a 
while, but got sidetracked and lost their way.  We read about our calling from 1 Corinthians 1: 26 – 29, in this 
way: “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble; (27) but Elohim has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise, and Elohim has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 
(28) and the base things of the world and the despised, Elohim has chosen, the things that are not, 
that He might nullify the things that are, (29) that no man should boast before Elohim.” Most of those of 
us called at this time cannot boast about who we are and where we come from. Even though YHVH called the 
weak of the world, He expects us to grow in grace and knowledge, until such time as Yahshua returns, or until 
we die, as we read from 2 Peter 3: 14 – 18, in this way: ‘Therefore, beloved, since you look for these 
things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, (15) and regard the patience 
of our Master to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Shaul, according to wisdom given him, 
wrote to you, (16) as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things hard to understand, which 
the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction  
(this is talking about those who teach that Rav Shaul was teaching against Torah observance). (17) You 
therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest being carried away by the error of 
unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, (18) but grow in grace and knowledge of our 
Master and Savior Yahshua Messiah. To Him be the glory (esteem), both now and to the day of 
eternity. Amein.’ 
 
Our main goal in accordance with our calling should be to qualify as kings and priests under Yahshua in His 
millennium Kingdom, no matter what. Our calling gives us the opportunity to become joint heirs with Yahshua, 
as we read from Yaa’cov (James) 2: 5, as follows: ‘Listen, my beloved brethren: did not Elohim choose 
the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who 
love Him?’ We read further from Romans 8: 29  & 30, ‘For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 
and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and 
whom He justified, these He also glorified.’ 
 
The Torah is the everlasting teachings of YHVH our Elohim, for both houses of Israel. It is His will and wisdom 
for all Israel. Even though the nation of Israel was taken captive because of her idolatrous ways, YHVH is 
again at this time calling out a remnant to return to Him and His ways. Like with the prodigal son, it is time we 
realize that the spiritual food that we were given during our period in exile were all false and contrary to the 
way of Elohim. After answering (YHVH)’s call to return (repent), we are immersed into Yahshua’s saving 
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name. But as we all know, that is only the beginning of our walk with Elohim. We remain His workmanship for 
the rest of our lives, during which time, if we continue to follow His way, He will create His perfect character in 
us, as we read from Ephesians 1: 4 & 5, ‘just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy (set-apart) and blameless before Him in love. (5) He predestined us to adoption 
as sons through Yahshua Messiah to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.’  As flesh and 
blood human beings, our characters are not permanent and we may change our minds and the patterns of 
our behavior – learning from our mistakes and successful decisions. Because, we are able to change our 
minds and repent from our wrong decisions in the past; Elohim is able to create in us the will and capacity to 
slowly but surely choose the right path. But, as we gain additional knowledge, Elohim requires that we 
recognize where we have gone wrong, and be willing to change for the better, on an ongoing basis. It is for 
this reason that He gives us a portion of His Set-apart Spirit, which allows us to produce the fruits of the spirit, 
mentioned in Galatians 5: 22 & 23 in our lives.  
 
By obeying Torah we are slowly but surely elevated into a higher spiritual plane. This is one way in which we 
have a relationship with YHVH, which in itself elevates us to a higher level, as we read from Jeremiah 7: 23, 
as follows: “But this is what I commanded them saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your Elohim, and 
you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with 
you.’” The word ‘mitzvah’ in Hebrew means commandment, but as we obey YHVH, we also develop a 
companionship or union with Him. It is true that Yahshua’s death was to reconcile us back to the Father, but it 
is by keeping Elohim’s commandments that we have fellowship with Him. We read accordingly from 1 John 1: 
6 & 7, ‘If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 
the truth (Torah); (7) but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Yahshua His Son cleanses us from all sin.’ 
 
As much as we need physical food to survive and grow physically, we need the teachings of Elohim to survive 
and grow spiritually. This is why Yahshua when He was tempted by Satan to change a stone into bread, 
answered, saying: “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE.’”  Yahshua did not mean 
that we also need other foods such as meat and vegetables, but He quoted from Deuteronomy 8: 3, where we 
read: “And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, 
but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of YHVH.”  In other words, since man was 
both created and made, he needs both physical food to feed his body, and spiritual food to sustain the spirit in 
him.  
 
Let’s backtrack a bit, to clarify the point. After the recreation of the earth discussed from Genesis 1: 2 onward, 
after having creating all animal species and making all plant species after their kind, Elohim created man in 
the image of Elohim, after the Elohim kind (as per Genesis 1: 26 & 27). The word create (‘barah’ in Hebrew) is 
something that only Elohim can do and it means to make something out of nothing that already exists. To 
make (‘asah’ in Hebrew) on the other hand is to use something physical and transforming it into something 
else, such as when a Carpenter takes a piece of wood and makes a chair from it. The process of putting the 
first man on earth, involved both creation of man in the image of Elohim and making/forming (See Genesis 2: 
7) him out of the dust of the ground.  
 
In creating man, Elohim used nothing physical. YHVH created the spirit in man from Himself - from the very 
essence/spirit of YHVH. Next He made man from the dust of the ground. A truism that we have all learnt; is 
that from whatever source something living is made, such a living thing needs to sustain or nourish it. 
Example: Both cattle (animals) and plants are made from the dust of the ground; therefore plants need to be 
in the ground to grow. In the same way, cattle need to eat plants (which is nothing but dust or soil) to sustain 
them. Similarly, man needs food – meat and vegetables (dust) to sustain him. But in addition, the spirit in man 
needs to remain in contact with YHVH who is Spirit, to sustain him spiritually. Yes the spirit in man makes him 
yearn to be in touch with his/her maker. The fact that we are made from the very essence of Elohim means 
that we have the potential of becoming sons of Elohim. But, if we do not stay in touch with our Creator we 
shall die like mere animals, from dust to dust. However, as it states in Psalm 82: 6, ‘I said, “You are gods, 
and all of you are sons of the Most High.”’ If we remain in touch with Elohim and feed from His word, we 
are assured of eternal life as sons of Elohim. Even so, because of the original sin (disobedience to Elohim’s 
teachings) by Adam and Eve, we were cut off from Eternal life (known as the tree of life).  
 
But, because Elohim’s original plan was to make for Himself sons and daughters, He also had a contingency 
plan in mind should the original plan fail. Because of this contingency plan, we are still able to become sons 
and daughters of Elohim. If we keep the Commandments of YHVH and have faith in Yahshua (the salvation of 
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YHVH); meaning if we believe that Yahshua became our Passover sacrifice and are immersed into His saving 
Name; we can become sons of Elohim. This is a Key to the Kingdom of Elohim; when the Set Apart Spirit 
combines with the spirit in man, we are begotten anew, giving us a fresh chance to, like Yahshua be 
resurrected to eternal life. At immersion and the laying-on of hands by the Elders, we are given a pledge of 
our inheritance when we are sealed by the Set-apart Spirit according to Ephesians 1: 13 & 14 “In Him you 
also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of salvation – having also believed, you were 
sealed in Him with the Set-apart Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a 
view to the redemption of Elohim’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.” In addition we read the 
comforting words in Romans 8: 11, in this way: ‘But if the Spirit of Him who raised Yahshua from the 
dead dwells in you, He who raised Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give life (eternal life) to 
your mortal bodies through His spirit who indwells you.’  It is only mankind with the incredible potential to 
become the very sons and daughters of Elohim. Animals do not have the same potential, as they were not 
created from the Spirit or essence of Elohim.  

 
As much as physical food is required for the welfare of a person, so is spiritual food required for the spiritual 
welfare of a person. When His disciples offered Yahshua physical food after His meeting with the woman at 
the well in John 4: 31, Yahshua answered them in verse 32, saying: “I have food to eat that you do not 
know about.” Continuing in verses 33 & 34, we read: ‘The disciples therefore were saying to one 
another, “No one brought Him anything to eat, did he?” (34) Yahshua said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work.”’ When we study Torah, we get a better 
understanding of who YHVH is and what He requires of us. In addition, because Torah is (YHVH)’s wisdom, 
we read from Psalm 19: 7, ‘The law (Torah) of YHVH is perfect, restoring the soul (which is an integrated 
part of the spirit – as may be read from Hebrews 4: 12

5
); The testimony of YHVH is sure making wise the 

simple.’ So here too we have the answer how we are able to improve from the weakness in which we were 
called, to become sons and daughters of Elohim; if we want to make it into the kingdom of Elohim, we will 
have to do (YHVH)’s will.  
 
There are a number of Messianic/Nazarene Israelites, Assemblies of YHVH, as well as some of the many off-
shoots of the Church of G-d, who believe in two (YHVH)s, Yahshua being the so-called lesser YHVH. But, as 
I said a number of times in sermons, and as is confirmed in Luke 10: 21 – 24, the Oneness of Elohim is not 
learnt, it is revealed to us, as follows: ‘At that very time He (Yahshua) rejoiced greatly in the Set-apart 
Spirit, and said, “I praise Thee, O Father, Master of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these 
things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes. Yes, Father, for thus it was well 
pleasing in Thy sight. (22) All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him.” (23) ‘And turning to the disciples He said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which 
see the things you see, (24) for I say to you, that many prophets and kings wished to see the things 
which you see, and did not see them, and to hear the things which you hear, and did not hear them,”’   
 
We also read from Isaiah 53: 1, ‘Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of YHVH 
been revealed?’  We are told by Yahshua himself in Matthew 15: 24 that He came primarily to bring back the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, as follows: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
Rav Shaul explained in Romans 11 and especially in verse 32 that at this time YHVH has blinded Judah to 
the identity of the true Messiah, until all the fullness of the remnant of the lost ten tribes who currently think 
they are gentiles (including some genuine gentiles) have been called and returned, then all Israel (including 
Judah) will be saved. In fact Yahshua explained this whole matter extensively in John 12: 37 – 45, in this way: 
‘But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him; (38) 
that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, “YHVH WHO HAS BELIEVED 
OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF YHVH BEEN REVEALED? (39) For this cause they 
could not believe, for Isaiah said again. (40) “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES, AND HE HARDENED 
THEIR HEART (belief system); LEST THEY SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR 
HEART, AND BE CONVERTED, AND I HEAL THEM.” (41) These things Isaiah said, because he saw His 
glory, and he spoke of Him. (42) Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him (as I said in my 
latest book entitled; ‘Nazarene Judaism?’ – there have always been Torah observant individuals who believed 
in Yahshua as their Messiah), but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, lest they 
should be put out of synagogue;  (43) for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of 

                                                           
5
 Hebrews 4: 12, ‘For the word of Elohim is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 

as far as the division of the soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.’ 
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Elohim. (44) And Yahshua cried out and said, “He who believes in Me does not believe in Me, but in 
Him who sent Me. (45) And he who beholds Me beholds the One who sent Me.”’ 
 
The questions on everyone’s lips are: Why do those people who know so much Scriptural truths, still stumble 
over Messiah Yahshua, the rock of our salvation? Why don’t they know who He is? And, what conditions 
need we fulfill before Yahshua will reveal Himself to us? Having been part of the groups who believed in two 
(YHVH)’s, I also used to espouse this false doctrine, which in fact contradicts the Shema found in 
Deuteronomy 6: 4 and many other verses in the Scriptures. During the mid-90’s my wife and I became 
Nazarene Israelites and we slowly but surely started studying the actual Torah, as found in the first five books 
of the Scriptures. It is not that we did not keep the Sabbath; the annual Feast Days of Elohim, eating only food 
approved according to Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14, as well as now and then study selected portions of 
the Torah, but we never studied the Torah and the prophets, like our Jewish brothers do on an annual basis. 
It was only after having studied the same that we truly started believing in the Oneness of Elohim. As a fellow 
believer and returning Israelite,  may I confidently tell you, if you do not want to stumble over the stumbling 
stone mentioned in Isaiah 8: 14 any longer, start studying and obeying Torah and Yahshua will reveal Himself 
to you, as He said in His own words in John 14: 21, as follows: “He who has My commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love 
him, and will disclose Myself to him.”  The secret is that like with the lesson of tefillin (arm and head 
phylacteries); where you tie the tefillin to your left arm first and then to your forehead, we learnt to do Torah 
before we studied it. So even if you do not know why you observe a certain Torah command that is not fully 
logical at first, you will eventually get to understand the reason for doing so, after studying (not only reading) 
the same.  
 
YHVH wants each and every one of us to take time out to get to know Him, as we read from Deuteronomy 4: 
29, in this way: “But from there you will seek YHVH your Elohim, and you will find Him if you search for 
Him with all your heart (belief system)  and all your soul (the way we live).” This is specifically talking 
about those returning Israelites who were scattered amongst the Gentiles as may be read from the two 
previous verses (27 & 28). If you and I build our spiritual house on the rock of our salvation namely Yahshua, 
it will withstand any storm. But those who build their spiritual house on the foundation of mere men, will soon 
come tumbling down, as we are told in Yahshua’s own words in Matthew 7: 21 – 27, as follows: “Not 
everyone who says to Me, ‘Master, Master,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will 
of My Father who is in heaven. (22) Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Master, Master, did we not 
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 
miracles?’(23) And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO 
PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ (24) Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon 
them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his home upon the rock. (25) And the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet did not 
fall, for it had been founded upon the rock. (26) And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and 
does not act upon them, will be like  a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand. (27)  And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, 
and great was its fall.” 
 
But at this point we have not answered the question raised at the beginning of this lesson, namely: How do 
we ensure that we wear wedding garments at Yahshua’s return?  When we study and keep Torah, for a 
number of years, Yahshua requires us to teach new believers what we have learnt from Him, through self-
study and teachers commissioned by Him to go into the entire world to teach all nations to observe all His 
commandments. It is only when we study, discuss, and teach Torah that we fully understand the deeper 
meaning of Torah; at that point the spirit of a believer, gets to understand the spiritual things of YHVH and we 
become clothed with the garment of Torah (which is Spiritual – as per Romans 7: 14). As much as our 
physical clothes may be changed because of dirt, etc., so may Torah change our garments of deed, decisions 
and speech (which is under control of the spirit in us – as per Job 32: 8), for different thoughts by the renewal 
of our minds.  It is as we read from Yaa’cov (James) 1: 21 – 25, as follows: ‘Therefore putting aside all 
filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to 
save your souls. (22) But prove yourself doers of the word (Torah), and not merely hearers who delude 
themselves. (23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his 
natural face in a mirror;  (24) for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was.(It is by looking into Torah like a mirror, that we discover our sins or 
shortcomings; and it is then that we are supposed to clean the dirt on our faces – the sin which makes us 
unclean.) (25) But one who looks intently at the perfect law (Torah), the law of liberty, and abides by it, 
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not having become a forgetful hearer, but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he 
does.’ 
 
We need to put aside our filthy garments and put on Torah, as we read from Colossians 3: 8 – 10, ‘But now 
you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. (9) 
Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, (10) and have put on 
the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who 
created him.’  A second witness comes from Ephesians 4: 22 – 24, in this way: ‘That, in reference to your 
former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts 
of deceit, (23) and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, (24) and put on the new self, which 
in the likeness of Elohim has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.’  We need to put 
on Torah, so that we may become like Yahshua the image (or likeness) of Elohim, whom we know is the living 
incarnation of the Torah (the will

6
 and wisdom

7
 of YHVH). This agrees with the words in Revelation 22: 14, as 

follows: ‘Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and 
may enter by the gates into the city.’ The King James Version substitutes the underlined words in verse 14 
from the New American Standard Bible (used throughout this teaching), with ‘they that do his 
commandments’.  
 
We may therefore conclude that we wash our robes by keeping the commandments. Even so, it is only 
because of our faith in Yahshua, when we become fully Torah observant that we will be suitably clothed for 
the wedding feast when Yahshua our Messiah returns. Selah! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
6
 John 1: 13, ‘Who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of Elohim.’ 

7
 1 Corinthians 1: 24, ‘But to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the power of Elohim and the 

wisdom of Elohim.’ 
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Chapter 5: What is prophesied to happen at Armageddon? 
 

Many believe that a nuclear war destined to annihilate all of mankind will occur in a place (in Israel) in the 
Middle East, called Armageddon. The word Armageddon is taken from two Hebrew words, namely Har-
Megiddo, meaning the mountain or hill of Megiddo. We read about Armageddon in Revelation 16: 16, as 
follows:  ‘And they gathered them together to the place which in the Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.’  
Even so, notice that it does not say that the armies, who are gathered together there, will attack each other. 
But the armies gathered there are preparing themselves for a great battle. 
 
We read from verses 13 & 14 of Revelation 16, that these armies are demon inspired to gather together in 
this area, in this way: ‘And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the 
beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; (14) for they are 
spirits of demons performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them 
together for the war of the great day of Elohim, the Almighty.’ It is important to understand that by this 
time the events mentioned in Revelation 6, leading up to and including the Great Tribulation, have already 
happened. 
 
So let’s backtrack to the events mentioned in Revelation 6, to get the full picture. We start reading from 
Revelation 6: 1 & 2 with the opening of the seven seals, as follows: ‘And I saw when the Lamb broke one 
of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, 
“Come.” (2) And I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown 
was given to him; and he went out conquering, and to conquer.’ The breaking of the first seal is the start 
of the things that will usher in the end time events. The white horse has to do with religion; we know that when 
Yahshua returns one day, He will also come on a white horse, but, as we see in Revelation 19: 15, He will 
come with a sword, with which to smite the nations. The one riding the white horse in Revelation 6 will have a 
bow in his hand. This is one who goes out conquering and to conquer. The question is: Conquering what?  I 
do not believe that this is talking about the religious groups who go out preaching hell and damnation to scare 
people into believing their false doctrines, as this has been happening since the start of Christianity. In fact, 
talking about the end of the age, Yahshua identified this as the beginning of the events that will lead up to His 
return. We read his warning in Matthew 24: 4 & 5, as follows:  “See to it that no one misleads you (talking 
to His disciples and by implication also us, His modern day disciples). (5) For many will come in My name, 
saying, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will mislead many.’” Yes, this is talking about false teachers teaching 
about the false Messiah, which Christianity calls ‘J*e*s*u*s* C*h*r*i*s*t’, but there is much more to this 
warning. 
 
Those of us who know and use the correct name of Yahshua our Messiah, will not easily be taken in by those 
who preach using the incorrect name and title for the Savior of mankind. Even though this also warns against 
those who preach about the false Messiah who came to do away with His Fathers Torah, as we read from 2 
Corinthians 11: 4, ‘For if one comes and preaches another Yahshua whom we have not preached, or 
you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel (a gospel about the 
person of J*e*s*u*s*, rather than the good news about the coming kingdom of Elohim) which you have not 
accepted, you bear this beautifully.’  Belief in the coming kingdom of Elohim on earth as explained in 
Revelation 5: 10, essentially differs from the teaching that ‘good’ people go to heaven, and ‘bad’ people go to 
hell, upon death, to be tormented forever and ever.  
 
The deception spoken about here has in the main, to do with those who preach a different doctrine, as we are 
warned about in 1 Timothy 6: 3 – 5, as follows: ‘If anyone advocates a different doctrine (i.e. that believers 
in J*e*s*u*s* are already born again and will go straight to heaven upon death, instead of that those of us 
called at this time, need to practice righteousness, following the way of Elohim, in the footsteps of Yahshua 
our perfect example, until the day we die, or upon His return.), and does not agree with sound words, 
those of our Master Yahshua Messiah, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness (the way we live 
our lives), (4) he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial 
questions and disputes about words (such as: {a} when does the Sabbath (Day) start; and {b} from when 

do we start counting the Omer, not understanding that the word  in Hebrew simply means {Shabbat}  שבת

‘rest’), out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, (5) and constant friction 
between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose  that godliness is a means of 
gain.’  This is also talking about people who are selling their false doctrines by claiming payment for their 
teachings. The deception further includes those who deceive fellow believers to keep the Feast Days at 
different times to those ordained by YHVH our Elohim, which will ultimately result in them not keeping the 
Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah or Rosh Hashanah) when Yahshua returns. But, also those who purposely 
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hide the Set-apart names of YHVH and Yahshua; which leaves us with the questions raised by Rav Shaul in 
Romans 10: 13 & 14, namely: ‘for “WHOEVER WILL CALL UPON THE NAME OF YHVH WILL BE 
SAVED.” (14) How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they 
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?  
 
Yahshua warned in Matthew 24: 5, that even though false teachers teach that He is the Messiah, they will 
mislead many. We read about the way in which this deception takes place in 2 Corinthians 11: 3, as follows: 
‘But I am afraid lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray 
from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Messiah.’ These agents of Satan are called out believers, 
who were somehow in their walk, misled by Satan and his agents, as is confirmed in 2 Corinthians 11: 13 - 
15, in this way: ‘For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles 
of Messiah. (14) And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. (15) Therefore 
it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end 
shall be according to their deeds.’ This deception to win converts to help teaching falsehood will continue 
right up to the time of Yahshua’s return, as we read from Matthew 24: 24, as follows: “For false Messiahs 
and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, 
even the elect.” So, even those of us who have been around for many years could be deceived by Satan 
and his human agents. The point is that we need to continue to study the Scriptures to validate the doctrines 
that we believe.  
 
We see from Revelation 6: 3 & 4 that besides the religious deception the tribulation will also include war, as 
follows:  ‘And when He broke the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come.” (4) 
And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the 
earth and that men should slay one another; and a great sword was given to him.’ The red horse 
represents war, and this is talking about ongoing wars that will ultimately escalate into World War III, as 
Yahshua warned in Matthew 24: 6 & 7, ‘And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that 
you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not the end. (7) For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and 
earthquakes.’ The world that we live in is a very dangerous and unstable place and the Scriptures tells us 
that it will get increasingly worse. Nevertheless, we read in verse 8 of Matthew 24, “But all these things are 
merely the beginning of birth pangs.” 
 
Still talking about the Great Tribulation, we read about the third seal broken in Revelation 6: 5 & 6, as follows: 
‘And when He broke the third seal, I heard the third living creature saying, “Come.” And I looked, and 
behold, a black horse (famine); and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. (6) And I heard as 
it were a voice in the center of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.”’  Famine is soon followed 
by pestilence as we read in verses 7 & 8 of Revelation 6, ‘And when He broke the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come.” (8) And I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and 
he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. And authority was given to 
them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the wild 
beasts of the earth.’ This is talking about major misfortunes that will soon be facing humanity, as is 
confirmed by Yahshua in Matthew 24: 21 & 22, in this way: “for then there will be a great tribulation, such 
as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall. (22) And unless those 
days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days shall 
be cut short.” 
 
This takes us back to Revelation 16, where we are busy discussing the final battle of Armageddon. At this 
time in history, the kings or leaders of nations still alive will have banded together in support of the beast 
mentioned in Revelation 17. These leaders and their people will be of one mind and will give their power to 
the beast as may be read in verses 12 & 13 of Revelation 17. These people are absolutely driven by Satan 
and his demons; we saw from Revelation 16: 13 – 16 (quoted previously) that Satan and his demons will 
perform miraculous signs to influence the remaining leaders of the world to gather their armies together for 
the battle of Armageddon. Since Israel is the mid-point of the world, these leaders will invade its land for a 
showdown over who will finally rule the world. However, they will not be there to fight each other, instead, they 
will prepare to fight Messiah at His return. Normally, people make war against other people, but here the 
Scriptures show us that men will actually prepare to fight against the returning Messiah. At this time, these 
end time leaders will be so power hungry that they will try and fight with the very Elohim, hoping that their 
‘superior’ nuclear arms will help them succeed. However, because Elohim knows that these nuclear arms are 
powerful enough to destroy all life on earth, He will intervene to save us from ourselves. To Satan, these 
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remaining armies appear strong enough to accomplish his final task of destroying all human beings still alive 
at this time. But what he and his human helpers don’t realize (and won’t accept), is that Elohim allows him to 
deceive these arrogant leaders into believing that they are able to win this final battle, to control the world. 
This is when Elohim will enter into battle with the remaining Satan inspired world leaders, to stop them from 
destroying the world.  
 
Now that we have a better understanding of the purpose of the final battle known as Armageddon, we read 
again from the last part of Revelation 16: 14, these words:  ‘to gather them together for a war of the great 
day of Elohim, the Almighty.’ This event is also confirmed by the prophet Zechariah in chapter 14: 1 - 4, as 
follows: ‘Behold, a day is coming for YHVH when spoil taken from you will be divided among you. (2) 
For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses 
plundered, the women ravished, and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off 
from the city. (3) Then YHVH  will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day 
of battle. (4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem 
on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from the east to west by a very large 
valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.’ 
This as we know from other Scriptural witnesses, is talking about the visible image (or part) of Elohim, namely 
Yahshua. These rulers who are preparing for war are also mentioned by the prophet Joel in chapter 3: 9 & 10 
like this ‘Proclaim this among the nations; prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! (10) Beat your 
plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, “I am a mighty man.” 
These leaders will be so determined to make war that they will transform all their farming and other 
implements into weapons of war. The armies will get together in the plain of Megiddo and will deploy their 
forces throughout the land of Israel.  As we read from the quote in Zechariah above, this war will actually take 
place around Jerusalem. But, this battle will not be much of a contest, since Elohim is planning to destroy 
those arrogant enough to fight against Him. Armageddon, is therefore representative of a great battle 
between the forces of good and evil.  This day is spoken about in a number of Scriptures, as ‘the day of 
YHVH’.  
 
We continue with the prophesy in Joel 3: 12 – 14, in this way: ‘Let the nations be aroused and come up to 
the valley of Jehoshapat, for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. (13) Put in the sickle, 
for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness 
is great.  (14) ‘Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of YHVH is near in the 
valley of decision.’ This is in agreement with the revelation of Yahshua Messiah, to His bond-servant 
Yochanan (John)  recorded in Revelation 14: 14 – 19, as follows: ‘And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, 
and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man having a golden crown on His head, and a sharp 
sickle in His hand. (15) And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him 
who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle and reap, because the hour to reap has come, because the 
harvest of the earth is ripe.”(16) And He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth; and the 
earth was reaped. (17) And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had 
a sharp sickle. (18) And another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and 
he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Put in your sharp sickle, and 
gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe.” (19) And the angel swung 
his sickle to the earth, and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the 
great wine press of the wrath of Elohim.’ We see from Revelation 19: 15, that it is Yahshua who will tread 
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty Elohim. We also see from Revelation 14: 20 that the 
bloodshed will not be limited to the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem, as follows: ‘And the wine press was 
trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses bridles, for a 
distance of two hundred miles.’    
 
Even though mankind will be on the brink of extinction, Elohim will intervene to save us from ourselves, as is 
confirmed in Daniel 12: 1, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons 
of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was 
a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will 
be rescued.” Just in time Yahshua our Messiah will deliver His followers from the wrath to come. We read in 
1 Thessalonians 5: 9 the very comforting portion of Scriptures, as follows: ‘For Elohim has not destined us 
for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Master Yahshua Messiah.’ We read a second witness 
to this in Romans 5: 9 & 10, in this way: ‘Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from the wrath of Elohim through Him. (10) For if while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to Elohim through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life.’ 
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At this time Yahshua the Lamb of Elohim will finally be recognized as the Redeemer and Savior of mankind. 
We read from Revelation 17: 14, ‘These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome 
them, because He is Master of masters and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called 
and the chosen and faithful.” This tells us that it takes more than being called; we need to also be chosen 
by Yahshua and will have to remain faithful to the end. Yes, the doctrine of ‘once saved, always saved’ is 
simply not true! Satan controlled the affairs of mankind for many years, but after this final war, Elohim will 
again be the Supreme ruler of the earth. This will be the start of the thousand year reign of Yahshua our 
Messiah and His elect, who will rule the world, inhabited by flesh and blood human beings. Those of mankind, 
who survived the great tribulation and the Day of YHVH, will live on into the millennium and enjoy 
unprecedented peace and prosperity on earth. Even so, there are those who do not believe that there will be 
physical people alive during the millennium, where they will not have to contend with Satan’s influence in their 
lives, since they believe that this will be unfair to the rest of mankind. But, if we bear in mind that the 
millennium is at this time, represented by the Sabbath day (and Feast of Tabernacles), then there is no one 
need to feel envious towards those who will live during that wonderful time.  
 
It is certain that there will be human survivors living during the 1000 year reign of Yahshua and they will not 
have Satan to contend with, as he will be bound in the abyss during that time. The period of a thousand years 
of peace and prosperity has been foretold in Revelation 20: 4 – 6, and is pictured vividly in Isaiah 11: 1 – 10, 
as follows: ‘Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 
(2) And the Spirit of YHVH will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of YHVH. (3) And He will delight in the fear 
of YHVH, and He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; (4) 
But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; 
and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the 
wicked. (5) Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about His 
waist. (6) And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the kid, and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together; and the little boy will lead them. (7) Also the cow and the 
bear will graze; their young will lie down together; and the lion will eat straw like the ox. (8) And the 
nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s 
den. (9) They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of YHVH as the waters cover the sea. (10) Then it will come about in that day that the nations will 
resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be 
glorious.’ 
 
We see further from Micah 4: 1 – 3 that during the Millennium the reverse of what occurred before the war of 
Armageddon, where the kings converted farm and other implements to weapons of war, will happen, as 
follows: ‘And it will come about in the last days that the mountain (government) of the house of YHVH 
will be established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, and the peoples will 
stream to it. (2) And many nations will come and say, “Come and let us go up to the mountain of 
YHVH and to the house of the Elohim of Jacob, that He may teach us about His ways and that we may 
walk in His paths.” For from Zion will go forth the law, even the word of YHVH from Jerusalem. (3) And 
He will judge between many peoples and render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will 
hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation will not lift up 
sword against nation, and never again will they train for war.  So there is no denying; this is talking about 
flesh and blood people who will be alive, after the establishment of Yahshua’s kingdom here on earth. The 
plus minus 200 million people who will survive the Great Tribulation and the Day of YHVH (i.e. a tenth of a 
third of the present-day population of the earth) will again have families and repopulate the earth, and their 
number will be like the sand of the seashore at the end of the Millennium. Half of these survivors will be 
Gentiles who will in the main toe the line during the Millennium. But, when the thousand years are completed, 
Satan will be released from his prison and will again gather the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog 
and Magog, together for war. They will surround the camp of the true believers and Jerusalem, but fire will 
come down from heaven to devour them. This will be their end, as they will have sinned with full knowledge, 
gained during the millennium. 
 
Even though Armageddon is a symbol for destruction of evil forces, it is also the beginning of mankind’s 
salvation. Eventually Armageddon will bring an end to fear, pain and destruction.  Yahshua our Messiah will 
replace the current economic, political, educational and religious systems of the world, with a system based 
on the way of Elohim. Halleluyah! 
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Chapter 6: Is there a possible connection between our current economic woes and Yahshua’s return? 
 
After World War II, America and most of the western world went on a spending spree, believing that we may 
continue to purchase all our wants on endless credit. Whatever we desired we bought with money which we 
did not have, but thought we will earn at some future date. Even though most people who live in the western 
world say that they believe The Bible, most of them are totally unaware that this very practice is condemned 
by Elohim in the Ten Commandments. 
 
Consumerism became king and whether it is about vitamins, toothpaste or a new vehicle, the message of the 
media is that the way to happiness is your next purchase. But what they do not advertise: is that according to 
Proverbs 22: 7, ‘The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower becomes the lender’s slave.’  Most of us 
do not realize that wrong actions eventually have consequences. Have you ever heard the saying: We reap 
what we sow? Because not many study the Scriptures on a regular basis, they do not realize that this is in 
fact a Scriptural principle, as we read from Galatians 6: 7, “Do not be deceived, Elohim is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.” The Ten Commandments cautions us against being greedy 
and coveting things that do not belong to us, until such time as we have earned enough money to buy it for 
ourselves. Yahshua also warned us in Luke 12: 15, saying: “Beware, and be on your guard against every 
form of greed; for not even when one has abundance does his life consist of his possessions.” It is all 
about whom or what we worship. Those worshipping materialism, will eventually fail, as King Solomon, the 
wisest man ever, wrote in the first part of Proverbs 11: 28, as follows: ‘He who trusts in riches will fail.’  A 
lack of understanding and the application of Scriptural principles to our lives inevitably lead to trouble and the 
same principle that applies to an individual also applies to a nation. 
 
Elohim gave us His teachings; and if we obey Him, people would not exploit the less fortunate. We read 
appropriately from Leviticus 25: 35 & 36, ‘Now in case a countryman of yours becomes poor and his 
means with regard to you falter, then you are to sustain him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he 
may live with you. (36) Do not take usurious interest from him, but revere your Elohim, that your 
countryman may live with you.’  Because of ancient Israel’s rejection of Elohim’s commandments, He 
warned them through the prophet Hosea in Chapter 8: 7, saying: ‘For they sow the wind, and they reap the 
whirlwind. The standing grain has no heads; it yields no grain. Should it yield, strangers would 
swallow it up.’ Because of the duality principle that runs throughout the Scriptures, this verse applies equally 
to us the modern day descendants of Israel. We are a lot closer to the return of our Messiah than ever before. 
We read about the time we are living in, from the book of Revelation 1: 1 - 3, in this way: ‘The Revelation of 
Yahshua Messiah which Elohim gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must 
shortly take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, (2) who 
bore witness to the word of Elohim and to the testimony of Yahshua Messiah, even to all that he saw. 
(3) Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things 
which are written in it; for the time is near.’’ 
 
Yahshua warned believers in Matthew 6: 24, saying: ‘No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve Elohim 
and mammon (or riches).’ Most people in the world believe that materialism is the ultimate objective in life, 
and will also save them during bad times. In the parable of the sower in Matthew 13: 22, Yahshua further 
warned that deceitfulness of riches will ultimately choke the Word of Elohim, and it will become unfruitful.  
 
We read about an international trade system supported by an existing financial/political/religious system 
which will again dominate the economic, religious and political scene before the return of Yahshua our 
Messiah, in Revelation 18. This system will again at the end-time exercise control over the lives of the 
inhabitants of the earth and no one will be able to buy or sell anything, without the approval of this system, as 
may be read from Revelation 13: 16 & 17, in this way: ‘And he causes all, the small and the great, and the 
rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand, or on their 
forehead, (17) and he provides that no one should be able to buy or sell, except the one who has the 
mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name.’ This system will stringently control all 
commercial transactions throughout the world, but will collapse just prior to Yahshua’s return to rule the world 
from Jerusalem. 
 
The question is: What could persuade the citizens of the world to accept control of their finances, by such a 
menacing system? From recent 20

th
 century history, we know that such a scenario played out before during 

the late 1920’s and early 1930’s, which later resulted in World War II. The world-wide collapse of the 
economic system eighty years ago resulted in trade wars and the Great Depression. This helped to put Adolf 
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Hitler into power in Germany. Hitler restored Germany to become a powerful nation and he became a hero in 
the eyes of most of his people. But because it happened more than 70 years ago, most of the people alive 
today, are beginning to forget what lead to the war, and the atrocities that played out during it. The parents of 
those of us in their late fifties and early sixties lived during and after the Great Depression, but there are not 
many of that generation alive today. Their accounts of loss of homes, jobs and the lack of food seem so long 
ago, that most people alive today, cannot remember the tragedies that played out during that time.  Suicide 
was rampant immediately after the collapse of the stock markets in the western world during 1929. People 
lost their jobs and the wages of those still employed were drastically reduced. People could not pay their 
debts and their properties were taken back by the banks. Eventually even the banks went bankrupt. Many of 
the people in the world walked around hungry looking for jobs and food. 
 
It is during times of such economic disasters, that the citizens of the world respond favorably to the 
extraordinary decisions made by their leaders that show promise of bringing an end to the chaotic economic 
conditions. Often times, major problems require drastic solutions and people want immediate action to put an 
end to their suffering. The prophecy in Revelation 17 shows that a similar scenario will occur again prior to 
Messiah’s return. Scriptures describes the super leader who will control the citizens of this world, as a 
powerful animal or beast, as we read from verses 11 – 13, as follows: “And the beast which was and is 
not, is himself also an eighth, and is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction. (12) And the ten 
horns which you saw are ten kings, who have not yet received a kingdom, but they received authority 
as kings with the beast for one hour. (13) These have one purpose and they give their power and 
authority to the beast.” The global economic crises that we are experiencing currently may eventually 
require such drastic steps to try and correct matters from spiraling out of control.  However, as in recent 
history, the leaders with enough drive to spur their followers to do what is required are usually those who have 
no objection to walk over the rights of others to achieve their own agendas. Such leaders get things done at 
the cost of the freedom and self-respect of their followers. This is what happened time and time again in 
history, where such despotic leaders only rewarded those who supported them to remain in power.   
 
We know that history tends to repeat itself and if the current austerity measures introduced by America and 
Europe fails, another such foolhardy plan will be implemented; and as in the past, individual rights and 
freedom will have to be given up, when such a plan may be presented as a temporary solution to sort out the 
problems, once for all. However, the Scriptures indicate that what will follow will become terrible, and that only 
the return of Yahshua our Messiah will put an end to it.  Rav Yochanan (John) starts by introducing us to the 
evil spiritual roots of this political, religious and economic system. Presently the fallen archangel called Satan 
the devil rules the earth and he is getting angrier as he knows that the time of his rule and influence over the 
world is getting short. Yochanan refers to Satan as the great dragon, the serpent of old who deceives the 
whole world in Revelation 12: 9. He is preparing himself at present to make war with true believers, who ‘keep 
the commandments of Elohim and hold to the testimony of Yahshua’. (As we read from verse 17).  
 
In fact Satan is the driving force of what is happening behind the scenes at present. Yochanan describes this 
for us in Revelation 13: 1 & 2, as follows: ‘And he stood on the sand of the seashore. And I saw a beast 
coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his heads, and on his horns 
were ten diadems (crowns), and on his heads were blasphemous names. (2) And the beast which I saw 
was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave 
him his power and his throne and great authority.’ Being familiar with the Scriptures we recall that these 
are the same characteristics that Daniel attributed to the ancient kingdoms of Greece, Persia and Babylon. In 
fact Yochanan tells us that there is a direct connection between these kingdoms and the kingdoms that 
Yahshua will destroy at his return. 
 
The ancient Babylonians were responsible for the destruction of the temple that King Solomon built, when 
they invaded and conquered the kingdom of Judah.  We see from verse 2 quoted above, that it is Satan who 
will control the world’s final dictator. Satan’s agenda has always been to have an effect on the policies of 
those in charge of the governments of the world.  However, the end-time system described in Revelation 
embodies much more than just the political aspects of the control of the world. We read from verses 11 – 14 
of Revelation 13, that it also has strong religious support, as follows: ‘And I saw another beast coming up 
out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon. (12) And he exercises 
all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to 
worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. (13) And he performs great signs, so that he 
even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. (14) And he deceives 
those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence 
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of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of 
the sword and has come to life.’  
 
Satan is fully aware of the potential that true believers have in the world to come and will do everything in his 
power to try and get as many to fail, as possible.  This is why he deceives those who dwell on earth, so that 
they cannot have the type of position that he had before he was thrown down to earth. Satan will have an 
enormous effect on the world, just prior to Messiah’s return. By totally supporting the false religious system of 
the world, the false prophet will easily persuade humanity to accept and support the end time development in 
the world’s economic, religious and political structures. He will help the merchants to make this system, 
referred to as Babylon the Great in Revelation 17: 5, to function. This system will trade in gold, silver, precious 
stones, pearls, fine linen, silk, scarlet, wood, bronze, iron, marble, flour, wheat, cattle, sheep, horses, chariots, 
and even in human lives, as we read from Revelation 18: 11 – 13.  
 
Today as the economies of the world stagger on the brink of collapse, it becomes necessary to consider on 
how the greed of men will affect the future of mankind in the near future. We do not exactly know when the 
final collapse of the system will occur, but the Scriptures reveal that sometime in the near future a general 
breakdown of the world’s economy will activate a major paradigm shift in the social, political and economic 
assumptions.  Out of the chaos that will result from all the wrong decisions of the recent past, an extremely 
smart and powerful political leader will emerge. His economic policies will allow some people to take pride in 
their power and wealth. No opposition to this system will be tolerated and those who refuse to submit to it will 
be killed, as we read from Revelation 13: 15, as follows: ‘And there was given to him to give breath to the 
image of the beast, that the image of the beast might even speak and cause as many as do not 
worship the image of the beast to be killed.’ This will result in the Great Tribulation, spoken about in 
Matthew 24: 21, like this: ‘For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the 
beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.’ 
 
But, as we read from Revelation 19: 1 & 2, Yahshua our Messiah will return to put an end to man’s economic, 
political and religious woes, in this way: ‘After these things I heard, as it were, a loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, saying, “Halleluyah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our Elohim; (2) 
BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was 
corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-
SERVANTS ON HER.”’ The economic/political/religious system introduced by ancient Babylon will be 
destroyed for ever. But at that time the merchants who benefited from these things will stand at a distance 
because of the fear of her torment, weeping and mourning. We read their reaction in verses 16 – 18, of 
Revelation 18, as follows: ‘saying, “Woe, woe, the great city, she who was clothed in fine linen and 
purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls; (17) for in one hour such 
great wealth has been laid waste!’ And every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as 
many as make their living by the sea, stood at a distance, (18) and were crying out as they saw the 
smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What city is like the great city?’ (19) “And they threw dust on their 
heads and were crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who 
had ships at sea became rich by her wealth, for in one hour she has been laid waste!’  
 
Immediately prior to the first resurrection; the resurrection of the first fruits at Messiah’s return; as Moses 
brought the ancient Israelites from slavery in Egypt, so will Messiah come to deliver the modern day 
descendants of Israel from the religious, political and economic confusion (Babylon), by which they were 
enslaved. We read accordingly from Jeremiah 23: 5 – 8, “Behold, the days are coming,” declares YHVH, 
“When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; and He will reign as king and act wisely and do 
justice and righteousness in the land. (6) In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 
securely; and this is His name by which He will be called, ‘YHVH our righteousness.’ (7) Therefore 
behold, the days are coming,” declares YHVH, “when they will no longer say, ‘As YHVH lives, who 
brought up the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt,’ (8) but, ’as YHVH lives, who brought up and led 
back the descendants of the household of Israel from the north land and from all the countries where I 
had driven them.’ Then they will live on their own soil.” We notice from Isaiah 47: 1, that this end-time 
prophecy is directed at the ‘daughter’ of Babylon, as follows: “Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin 
daughter of Babylon; Sit on the ground without a throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans, For you shall 
no longer be called tender and delicate.”. This is not the Babylon of ancient times, but the daughter of that 
Babylon, alive during the twenty-first century. This is the Babylon pictured in Revelation 17, as the great 
whore sitting and ruling over many waters, which are interpreted in verse 15 as peoples and multitudes and 
nations and tongues. 
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In verse 5 of Revelation 17, Babylon is identified as ‘a mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots’. A 
woman in prophecy usually refers to a religious or church system. This is the same religion of ancient 
Babylon; but has since grown to become great and ruling over many nations of different languages. We read 
from Isaiah 47: 5 – 6, YHVH speaking: “Sit silently, and go into darkness, o daughter of the Chaldeans; 
for you will no more be called the queen of kingdoms. (6) I was angry with My people, I profaned My 
heritage, and gave them into your hand. You did not show mercy on them, on the aged you made your 
yoke heavy.” The yoke of slavery will be laid upon the modern day lost ten tribes. At this time it becomes 
very clear that the great tribulation is the sevenfold intensive corrective punishment which Elohim is now soon 
going to unleash on specifically Ephraim and Manasseh, better known as the English speaking nations of the 
world. 
 
Ezekiel describes this coming great tribulation, in Ezekiel 5: 12 & 13, as follows: “One third of you will die 
by plague or be consumed by famine among you, one third will fall by the sword around you, and one 
third I will scatter to every wind, and I will unsheathe a sword behind them. (13) Thus My anger will be 
spent, and I will satisfy My wrath on them, and I shall be appeased’ then they will know that I, YHVH, 
have spoken in My zeal when I spent My wrath upon them.” We read further about the punishment to be 
unleashed upon the latter day descendants of Ephraim and Manasseh from Ezekiel 6: 6, in this way: “In all 
your dwellings, cities will become waste and the high places (places of religious worship) will be 
desolate, that your altars may become waste and desolate, your idols may be broken and brought to 
an end, your incense altars may be blotted out.” Those who saw movies or pictures about Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in Japan will realize that this is talking about nuclear war. Elohim is warning us in a Prophecy that 
our national sins are mounting up, and soon the day of reckoning will come. World War III will commence with 
nuclear devastation on mainly the English speaking peoples of the world. This severe punishment is simply 
the correction of mainly the modern day descendants of the house of Israel and Judah and is in fact for our 
own good.  
 
Even so, if we as individual believers in Yahshua repent and return to full Torah observance, we will be 
protected during the coming great tribulation, as we read from Luke 21: 34 - 36, as follows:  “Be on guard, 
that your hearts may not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, 
and that day come on you suddenly like a trap; (35) for it will come upon all those who dwell on the 
face of all the earth. (36) But keep on alert at all times, praying in order that you may have strength to 
escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” When 
Yahshua returns, He is going to bring an end to the political, economic and religious systems and its 
confusion called Babylon. Only then will the suffering caused by sin and debt comes to an end and Yahshua 
and the resurrected first fruit believers will begin to rule the world for a thousand years. During this time Satan 
will be out of the way, and those in the first resurrection will assist Yahshua to restore the earth to the 
condition in which it was before Adam and Eve sinned, and was driven from the Garden of Eden.   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sundry sermons III Page 34 
 

Chapter 7: Do not quench the Spirit.  
 
What did Rav Shaul mean when he wrote these admonishing words to the Thessalonians brethren in 1 
Thessalonians 5: 19?  Let me explain: when I grew up we had a coal stove in the kitchen, even though we 
lived in one of the largest cities in South Africa. My mother had to do all her cooking and baking on this stove, 
and different to an electric stove, which we later acquired, she could not merely flick a switch to start cooking. 
No, we had to first chop wood and start the fire with some old newspaper, until eventually when the wood was 
ablaze, we added coals to the fire. This coal fire had to stay burning throughout the day, to allow my mother to 
make food, tea and coffee as required throughout the day. In addition the stove heated water in a tank 
vertically above it, which was connected to the hot water faucets in the bathroom and kitchen, supplying water 
for washing up and to allow the family to bath when required. As a result we had to continue adding coals to 
the fire throughout the day – allowing the fire to continue to burn and not to be quenched or go out. 
 
Rav Shaul likened the kindling of a fire with the workings of the Set-apart Spirit in our lives. In 2 Timothy 1: 6, 
he wrote to Timothy, as follows:  ‘And for this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of Elohim 
which is in you through the laying on of my hands.’ The gift that Rav Shaul was talking about here is the 
Set-apart Spirit, which we receive as a gift or deposit of our inheritance of eternal life, at immersion into 
Yahshua’s saving name and the laying on of hands, as we read from Acts 2: 38

8
 and Acts 8: 14 & 17

9
.  Rav 

Shaul further likened the Set-apart Spirit to a glowing coal in a dying fire and encourages Timothy to stir it up, 
to keep on burning. The advice that Rav Shaul gave Timothy here is timeless, and applies equally to all true 
believers, even today; we need to guard that we do not quench the Set-apart Spirit within us, and need to 
continue to fan the flames of the Spirit, if we do not want to be found wanting, at Yahshua’s return.  
 
The Set-apart Spirit is one of the most important gifts that we can receive in our lives, as it is the key to 
eternal life, as we read from Romans 8: 11, in this way: ‘But if the spirit of Him who raised Yahshua from 
the dead dwells in you, He who raised Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.’  We need to make sure that we continue to have the 
Spirit of Elohim indwelling us, and we can only have the Spirit in us, if we continue to do the things which are 
pleasing to Him. We need to continue to listen to that still small voice in us, warning us when we start going 
off the track. An example being: when we are perhaps tempted to have another alcoholic beverage, knowing 
that we’ve had enough, and knowing that another could cause us to lose some self-respect and perhaps 
quench the Set-apart Spirit, by inappropriate actions.   
 
The ancient Israelites could not continually keep Elohim’s laws, because they had the laws written on stone 
and their writings, but not in their hearts. This is explained to us in Hebrews 8: 6 – 10, in this way: ‘But now 
He (Yahshua) has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a 
better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. (7) For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. (8) For finding fault with them (i.e. 
the fault was with the people, not with the original covenant), He says, “BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, 
SAYS YHVH, WHEN I WILL EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISREAL AND WITH THE 
HOUSE OF JUDAH;  (9) NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE 
DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY 
DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS YHVH. (10) FOR THIS 
IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS 
YHVH: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM UPON THEIR HEARTS. 
AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.” 
 
Obedience to the Sabbath and other commandments of Elohim, remain an identifying sign of those who obey 
YHVH and have His Spirit indwelling them, as witnessed to by Rav Kepha (Peter) and the apostles in Acts 5: 
27 - 32, when the high priest tried to stop them teaching about Yahshua, as follows: ‘And when they had 
brought them, they stood them before the Council. And the high priest questioned them, (28) saying, 
“We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and behold you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” (29) But Kepha and the 
apostles answered and said, “We must obey Elohim rather than men.  (30) The Elohim of our fathers 

                                                           
8
 Acts 2: 38, ‘And Peter said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be immersed in the name of Yahshua Messiah 

for the forgiveness of your sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Set-apart Spirit.’  
9
 Acts 8: 14 - 17, ‘Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of Elohim, they 

sent them Peter and John, that they might receive the Set-Apart Spirit. For He had not yet fallen upon any of 
them; they had simply been immersed in the name of the Master Yahshua. Then they began laying their hands on 
them, and they were receiving the Set-apart Spirit.’ 
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raised up Yahshua, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.  (31) He is the one whom 
Elohim exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. (32) “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Set-apart Spirit, whom 
Elohim has given to those who obey Him.” 
 
Rav Shaul wrote further about the Set-apart Spirit working in us in Romans 8: 6 – 9, in this way: ‘For the 
mind set on the flesh (desiring fleshly pleasures) is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is (eternal) life 
and peace, (7) because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward Elohim; for it does not subject itself 
to the law of Elohim, for it is not even able to do so;  (without having Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit indwelling 
us, we cannot obey Torah) (8) and those who are in the flesh cannot please Elohim. (9) However, you 
(those of us called out by YHVH and who have been immersed in Yahshua’s saving name) are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of Elohim dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Messiah, he does not belong to Him.’ It is the Set-apart Spirit within us that makes it possible for 
us to obey the Torah teachings of Elohim, and also identifies us as Nazarene Israelites. Now that we know 
how important Elohim’s Spirit is within us, we can fully understand why Rav Shaul told Timothy ‘to kindle 
afresh the gift of Elohim’.  Rav Shaul added in verse 7 of 2 Timothy 1, saying to Timothy, ‘For Elohim has 
not given us a spirit of timidity (or fear), but of power and love and discipline.’  
 
Rav Shaul encouraged Timothy who was a young disciple of his in this way. It is important therefore that we 
also analyze these words of Rav Shaul in more detail. To commence with let’s consider the words, ‘For 
Elohim has not given us a spirit of timidity (or fear)’:  We should not let fear stop us from believing in 
YHVH, and His salvation Yahshua, as we are told in 1 John 4: 16 – 18, as follows: ‘And we have come to 
know and have believed the love which Elohim has for us. Elohim is love, and the one who abides in 
love abides in Elohim, and Elohim abides in him. (17) By this, love is perfected with us, that we may 
have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. (18) There is 
no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who 
fears is not perfected in love.’ Fear involves punishment, but if we love YHVH with all out heart and all our 
soul, and as a result obey His commandments; then there is no need to be fearful of Him.  
 
As Nazarene Jews/Israelites we believe that Abraham is our father in the faith. After YHVH called Abram out 
of the land of his fathers to follow Him, He said to him in Genesis 15: 1, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield 
to you; your reward shall be very great.”  We read further from verse 6 of Genesis 15, ‘Then he (Abram) 
believed in YHVH; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.’  We read consequently from Romans 4: 
11 & 12, ‘And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had while uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, 
that righteousness might be reckoned to them, (12) and the father of circumcision to those who not 
only are of circumcision, but who also followed in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which 
he had while uncircumcised.’ 
 
YHVH wants us to honor and respect Him as our heavenly Father, but He does not want us to be fearful of 
Him. We should learn from King David, who even though he had a very eventful life, full of ups and downs, he 
believed in YHVH and wrote in Psalm 27: 1 – 3, “YHVH is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
YHVH is the defense of my life; whom shall I dread? (2) When evildoers came upon me to devour my 
flesh, my adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. (3) Though a host encamp against me, 
my heart will not fear; though war arise against me, in spite of this I shall be confident.”  YHVH 
comforts us through His Set-apart Spirit and just like David, we need to recall how Elohim sustained us in 
difficult times, as we read from verses 13 & 14 of Psalm 27, ‘I would have despaired unless I had believed 
that I would see the goodness of Elohim in the land of the living (meaning in this life but also after being 
resurrected). (14) Wait for YHVH; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes wait for YHVH.’ We 
need to look forward to the coming of our Master and Savior who will resurrect us to live again, at His return.  
 
We should further learn from King David, in that when he sinned he realized that Elohim could take His Set-
apart Spirit from him. It was for that reason that David approached Elohim with a humble attitude 
acknowledging his sin, and in repentance asked in Psalm 51: 10 & 11, ‘Create in me a clean heart, O 
Elohim, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. (11) Do not cast me away from Thy presence, and do 
not take Thy Set-apart Spirit from me.’  David continued praying with confidence that Elohim would forgive 
him in verse 15 – 17, as follows: ‘O YHVH, open my lips, that my mouth may declare Thy praise. (16) For 
Thou dost not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; Thou art not pleased with burnt offering. 
(17) The sacrifices of Elohim are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O Elohim, Thou wilt not 
despise.’ Rav Shaul mentioned these same principles for us in Romans 8: 15 & 16, in this way: ‘For you 



Sundry sermons III Page 36 
 

have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption 
as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  (16) The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of Elohim.’  Rav Shaul continues to tell us in Romans 8 that as children or heirs of Elohim 
we need not be fearful, as we read from verses 31 and 38 – 39, as follows: ‘What then shall we say to 
these things? If Elohim is for us, who is against us? (38) For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, (39) nor height 
nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of Elohim, which is 
in Messiah Yahshua our Master.’ 
 
Next, let’s consider the words, ‘but of power’ (in 2 Timothy 1: 7):  We read Yahshua’s words to His apostles 
from Acts 1: 8, ‘but you shall receive power when the Set-apart Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.’  We see from 1 Corinthians 12: 7 – 11, that the Set-apart Spirit empowers us to do different 
things according to Elohim’s will, as follows: ‘But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. (8) For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the 
word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; (9) to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another 
gifts of healing by the same Spirit, (10) and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another 
prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 
another the interpretation of tongues. (11) But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.’   
 
We see also that Rav Kepha, who used to deny Yahshua after His arrest before being crucified, spoke boldly 
on the Day of Pentecost after receiving a portion of the Set-apart Spirit, in Acts 4:  8 - 12, in this way: ‘Then 
Kepha filled with the Set-apart Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of the people, (9) if we are on 
trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well,  (10) let it be 
known to all of you, and to all people of Israel, that by the name of Yahshua Messiah the Nazarene, 
whom you crucified, whom Elohim raised from the dead - by this name this man stands here before 
you in good health. (11) “He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but 
WHICH BECAME THE VERY CORNER STONE. (12) And there is salvation in no one else; for there is 
no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved.”’ This 
same Spirit who is the Divine Presence or nature of Elohim, encouraged these believers in the past is 
available to us to day. We need not fear or get discouraged because of our various problems. We are able to 
overcome sinful habits with confidence and can replace our fear of punishment, with confidence and faith in 
the salvation of YHVH.  
 
Now, let’s consider the words, ‘and love’ (in 2 Timothy 1: 7): We see from Galatians 5: 22 & 23,  that love is 
one of the first attributes or fruits of the Set-apart Spirit, as follows: ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.’  In fact Rav Shaul tells us in 1 Corinthians 13: 13, that love is the greatest attribute, when it 
comes to faith, hope and love. Even so, most modern day believers believe that they need not do anything 
out of obedience as long as they love Elohim and their fellow man. However, the Scriptures define love and 
obedience in the same breath, as we read Yahshua’s words from John 14: 15, in this way: ‘If you love Me, 
you will keep My commandments.’ This was in fact confirmed by Rav Yochanan (John) in 1 John 5: 2 & 3, 
as follows: ‘By this we know that we love the children of Elohim, when we love Elohim and observe His 
commandments. (3) For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome.’  The love of Elohim, is more than just a feeling, but requires action 
as Yochanan put it in 1 John 3: 18, ‘Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and truth.’  Someone who loves his neighbor is respecting and obeying Elohim’s law, and will not contradict it 
by harming his/her neighbor in any way. 

Finally, let’s consider the words, ‘and discipline’:  Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit makes it possible for us to prove 
His will and way for us, as Rav Shaul explained in 1 Corinthians 2: 9 – 12, as follows: “But just as it is 
written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT 
ENTERED THE HEARTS OF MAN, ALL THAT ELOHIM HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.’ 
(Most in Christianity do not know what Elohim has planned for us in the world to come.) (10) For to us 
Elohim revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of Elohim. 
(11) For who among men knows the thoughts of man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? 
Even so the thoughts of Elohim no one knows except the Spirit of Elohim. (12) Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from Elohim, that we might know the things freely 
given to us by Elohim.”’  This should give us the necessary confidence to continue boldly in our walk with 
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Elohim, because we know Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind. .  

As ambassadors of the future Kingdom of Elohim, we should be disciplined enough to already live according 
to the laws which will be applicable in the Kingdom. We should be examples to the other people in the world, 
showing them that we willingly keep the commandments and other laws for our own good. It takes discipline 
to sit down and study all on your own, whilst the world is partying and enjoying themselves. It also takes 
discipline to say no to that drink that could result in you losing your self-respect and ultimately quench the Set-
apart Spirit. 
 
This is why it is so important to make sure that we continue to study the Torah, Haftarah and Renewed 
Covenant portions on an annual basis. This is also why we need to attend Sabbath services and the Annual 
Feast Days of Elohim on a regular basis, so that we may continue to remain in touch with our Creator. Even if 
it is not possible to meet together on weekly Sabbath days, due to the vast distances between us, we need to 
plan to attend the annual Feast Days of Elohim regularly, so that we may keep the Set-apart Spirit burning 
like an ongoing fire in our lives.  
 
We should also pray, asking for more of Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit, as Yahshua taught in Luke 11: 10 - 13, as 
follows: “For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it shall 
be opened. (11) Now, suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a 
snake instead of a fish, will he? (12) Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will 
he? (13) If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Set-apart Spirit to those who ask Him?” 
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Chapter 8: Sin? 
  

The difference between the feast days of Churchianity and the Feast Days of Elohim is that their feast days 
are coupled with much partying and revelry, and very little thought going into the spiritual or religious reason 
for so doing. Even though many are aware of the pagan origins of their feast days, they hold that because 
they are sincere in worshipping the Creator in this way, it is totally acceptable to Him.  
 
But we read the warning against this practice in Jeremiah 10: 1 – 5, as follows: ‘Hear the word which YHVH 
speaks to you, O house of Israel (talking to specifically us the lost ten tribes of the house of Israel, and not 
to the house of Judah). (2) Thus says YHVH, “Do not learn the way of the nations, and do not be 
terrified by the signs of the heavens although the nations are terrified by them; (3) For the customs of 
the people are delusion; because it is wood cut from the forest, the work of the hands of a craftsman 
with a cutting tool. (4) They decorate it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with 
hammers so that it will not totter. (5) Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, and they cannot 
speak; they must be carried, because they cannot walk! Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, 
nor can they do any good.”  The warning in verse 2 comes from Leviticus 18: 3 and the point is that we 
should serve YHVH our Creator according to the way in which He specified for us in His word, and not 
according to the pagan practices of the nations around us.  
 
Celebrating the Feast Days of Elohim is commanded in the Scriptures; therefore by not doing so, and by 
keeping Feast Days not ordained by Him, is a sin. This is confirmed in 1 John 3: 4, in this way: ‘And 
everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.’  Very few people in the 
world know what sin is. Most define the drinking of alcoholic beverages and dancing as sin. They do not know 
that sin is defined as lawlessness, meaning those who have no regard for the commandments of Elohim or 
the laws of men. We are commanded to keep the Feast Days of Elohim, given in Leviticus 23; we are also 
commanded not to walk in the statutes of the nations among whom we live in Leviticus 18: 3. Even though, 
we also enjoy good food and fellowship during the Feast Days of Elohim and are even allowed to enjoy 
alcoholic drinks as well as dancing, the main purpose of the Feast Days of Elohim is to teach new believers 
and our children about His plan of salvation for all mankind, and to learn to fear (or obey) YHVH our Elohim 
only.  
 
The whole world has been deceived by Satan, to follow the false ways of the gentile nations around them. 
Most are trapped into following the ways of the world, by its economic, educational and religious systems. 
Most are forced to take the bulk of their annual holidays around Xmas time in December/January. Shops are 
specifically geared to entice shoppers to spend their annual bonuses during this time.  This is consequently 
also the time of the year during which most people travel to go on holiday and visit family and friends. 
Because of the prevailing party spirit during the silly season, people drink more, resulting in more people 
being killed and maimed in traffic accidents and drunken brawls. Even so, YHVH wants us to be totally aware 
of what is happening around us. He wants us to follow Him with an open mind. We need to compare every 
action that we intend to take, with what is written in the Scriptures. As believers in YHVH, we need to 
familiarize ourselves with His teachings on any given subject, in order to temper our natural instinct with 
Torah. Before partaking of any so-called religious celebration such as Xmas, we should study the subject to 
see if it is ordained to be kept by YHVH or not. Once we know that Xmas is wrong and of a pagan origin, we 
should no longer observe it. We need to understand that we do not have the right to decide how we want to 
worship YHVH our Elohim, as He already prescribed how and when He wants us to worship Him in His word.  
 
To this end, we have two examples in the Tanach where the Israelites decided for themselves, how and when 
to worship Elohim, with dire consequences. Ancient Israel learnt a very important lesson after YHVH led them 
out of Egypt by the hand of Moses. Fifty days after the Exodus, Moses went up to Mount Sinai to receive the 
two tablets of the testimony, written by the finger of Elohim. When the people saw that Moses delayed his 
return down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron, and asked him to make a god for them, since 
they did not know what happened to Moses. So, Aaron took the gold rings which were in the ears of the 
people, and fashioned it into a molten calf as he also told them in Exodus 32: 4 and in  the last part of verse 5 
that the calf is their god and declared that: “Tomorrow shall be a feast to YHVH.”  We read further from 
verse 6 of Exodus 32,  ‘So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.’, similar to the Xmas 
celebrations of today. In this way Aaron induced the Israelites to practice idolatry and also took upon himself 
to establish a feast day to Elohim.  
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A commentary in the Mac Arthur Study Bible against the words ‘to play’ reads - ‘The Heb. Word allows for 
the inclusion of drunken and immoral activities so common to idolatrous fertility cults in their revelry’. The 
incident of the golden calf included cultural practices which the Israelites must have learnt in Egypt; i.e. burnt 
offerings were intermixed with pagan customs of sexual immorality and idolatry, totally unacceptable to 
YHVH. This caused Elohim’s anger to flare up against them and He was ready to destroy the nation. But 
Moses’ pleadings on behalf of the nation, made Him change His mind. Moses went down the mountain with 
the two engraved tablets in his hands. When he saw the golden calf and the dancing, Moses became very 
angry and he threw the tablets of stone from his hands and shattered them at the foot of the mountain. Moses 
then grounded the golden calf into powder and threw it into water, which he forced the Israelites to drink. 
Moses recognized the actions of Aaron and the Israelites as a sin, punishable by death. So he stood at the 
gate of the camp saying in Exodus 32: 26, “Whoever is for YHVH, come to me!” We see further from the 
same verse that the Levites gathered together around him.  Then Moses instructed the Levites to go back and 
forth in the camp, and kill every man his brother, and every man his neighbor. So the sons of Levi did as 
Moses told them, and about three thousand men of the people fell that day. In this way Elohim punished the 
entire congregation for their sins. 
 
We notice further that following the incident of the golden calf, Elohim warned the congregation again to avoid 
idolatry and pagan practices and to observe His appointed Feast days in Exodus 34: 2 – 18, 21 – 22, as 
follows: “Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into which you are 
going, lest it become a snare in your midst. (13) But rather, you are to tear down their altars and 
smash their sacred pillars and cut down their Asherim (14) – for you shall not worship any other god, 
for YHVH, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous Elohim- (15) lest you make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land and they play the harlot with their gods, and sacrifice to their gods, and 
someone invite you to eat of his sacrifice (i.e. invite you to an Xmas meal with all its pagan trimmings); 
(16) and you take some of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters play the harlot with their 
gods, and cause your sons to play the harlot with their gods. (17) You shall make for yourself no 
molten gods. (18) You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For seven days you are to eat 
unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the appointed time in the month of Aviv, for in the month 
of Aviv you came out of Egypt. (21) You shall work six days, but on the seventh day you shall rest; 
even during plowing time and harvest you shall rest. (22) And you shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, 
that is, the first fruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering (Sukkoth) at the turn of the 
year  (transliterated as ‘tekuvah’ in Hebrew).” If we worship YHVH then we will keep the Feast Days which 
He ordained at their appointed times, and will cease from keeping the feast days ordained by Churchianity. 
 
Many years after this incident, when Israel became a nation and lived in the Promised Land, the Israelites 
forgot the severe lesson that they learnt from the incident of the golden calf. After King Solomon’s death the 
12 tribes were divided into two separate nations, namely Israel and Judah. Ten of the tribes joined Jeroboam 
in rebellion against Rehoboam the son of Solomon. Jeroboam established the kingdom of Israel in the north 
and the remaining two tribes continued under Rehoboam’s reign in the south. Because Jeroboam was afraid 
that he could lose his kingdom when the people had to return to Jerusalem to worship YHVH during His 
annual Feast Days, he instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month like the feast 
which is in Judah (as we read from 1 Kings 12: 32).  Jeroboam built two altars, one in Bethel and one in Dan. 
He made priests from every class of people for the two high places, which were not from the tribe of Levi, as 
we read from 1 Kings 13: 33 & 34, as follows: ‘After this event Jeroboam did not return from his evil way, 
but again he made priests of the high places from among all the people; any who would, he ordained, 
to be priests of the high places. (34) And this event became sin to the house of Jeroboam, even to 
blot it out and destroy it from of the face of the earth.’ Later during the years 718 – 721 BCE the nation of 
Israel was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar and never returned to the land of Israel again.  
 
The lesson for us, in what happened to our forefathers, is that YHVH does not want us to interfere with His 
instructions regarding His Set-apart times. We read a further warning not to follow the customs of the nations 
around us from Deuteronomy 12: 29 – 32, in this way: “When YHVH your Elohim cuts off before you the 
nations which you are going to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, (30) 
beware that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed before you, and that you do 
not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How do these nations serve their gods, that I also may do 
likewise?’ (31) You shall not behave thus toward YHVH your Elohim, for every abominable act which 
YHVH hates they have done for their gods; for they even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to 
their gods. (Most western nations consent to abortion on demand today; thus allowing millions of their sons 
and daughters to be cremated.) (32) Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not 
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add to nor take away from it.” In addition to the warning not to imitate pagan nations in worshipping YHVH, 
this also states clearly that we need to follow Elohim’s instructions exactly and not to deter from it.  
 
Any good reference work will confirm the pagan customs of both Xmas and Easter, the two main religious 
‘Holy’ days of Christianity. The Xmas tree pictures Nimrod, deified as the sun-god, slain by his enemies, who 
comes to life year after year, at this time of the year. Mistletoe was used by the ancient Druids as a symbol of 
pardoning of sin: A kiss was evidence of reconciliation. Sun-worshipping was introduced to Christianity by 
Constantine the Great who adopted the 25

th
 of December, the birthday of the so-called sun-god, as the 

anniversary of the birthday of ‘Christ’. The Xmas tree is one way in which people unknowingly worship the 
hosts of heaven - the shiny balls on the tree represent the planets and the decking of gold and silver tinsel 
represents the Milky Way. To continue to celebrate these pagan feast days from year to year is clearly wrong 
and sinful in the eyes of YHVH our Elohim. The confusion of keeping Xmas and Easter is perpetuating the lie 
that people tell their children every year. Let’s therefore determine to break the on-going cycle of lies and 
confusion and start celebrating the Feast Days of Elohim, as given in Leviticus 23 and preserved for us by the 
Rabbinical Jews.   
 
This means that we should also avoid following groups such as the Karaite Jews

10
 who (identify themselves 

as the modern day Sadducees in their webpage and), disputed Yahshua’s words in Matthew 23, where He 
validated the Pharisees as being responsible for determining the timing of the annual Feast Days, even 
though  they (the Karaites) do not even believe in Him. But from reading verse 29 of Matthew 22, we see 
Yahshua’s judgment regarding their interpretation of the Scriptures, when He answered their question about 
the resurrection, in which they also did not believe at the time, as follows: “You are mistaken, not 
understanding the Scriptures, or the power of Elohim.” Since Yahshua is our perfect example, we do not 
consider the judgment by this group of latter day Sadducees as binding on us.  In addition we know that those 
who follow groups, who determine their own Feast dates, will eventually be found wanting, as may be seen 
from Malachi 2: 1 – 8 as follows: ‘“And now, this commandment is for you, O Priests. (2) If you do not 
listen, and if you do not take it to heart to give honor to My Name,” says YHVH of hosts, “then I will  
send the curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings; and indeed, I have cursed them already, 
because you are not taking it to heart.  (3) Behold, I am going to rebuke your offspring, and I will 
spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of your feasts; and you will be taken away with it. (4) Then you 
will know that I have sent this commandment to you, that My covenant may continue with Levi,” says 
YHVH of hosts. (5) “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him as an 
object of reverence; so he revered Me, and stood in awe of My name. (6) True instruction was in his 
mouth, and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, 
and he turned many back from iniquity. (7) For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and 
men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of YHVH of hosts. (8) But as for 
you, you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by the instruction; you 
have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says YHVH of hosts.’   
 
At this point many of us who have seen the light, and started keeping the Feast Days ordained by Elohim, 
cannot understand how the people in the world are ‘so blind’ as not to realize that Xmas and Easter is clearly 
wrong. Even so, why do people keep Xmas, knowing that it is wrong? To fully understand this question, we 
need to understand the age old question:  Why do we sin?  Rav Yaa’cov gives us the reason in James 1: 14 
& 15, as follows: ‘But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. (15) 
Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth 
death.’  But, what is lust?  Lust is simply misdirected or uncontrolled desires in us.  YHVH created mankind 
with certain desires, in order to allow us to propagate our species. In addition He gave us the desire to 
continuously improve our situations in life. Desire is the motivating force in our lives. Our natural desires or 
appetites are not sinful in themselves; it is the way we direct and control our desires and appetites that could 
make them evil  
 
But, an ongoing challenge in our lives, is how we manage our desires. Our desires are under guidance of the 
spirit in us, which allows us to make decisions as to how we control our behavior towards Elohim and our 
neighbors. We need to control ourselves on an ongoing basis, if we want to live in peace with our neighbors. 
Lust or uncontrolled desires are harmful to others and are against the commandments given us by Elohim. 
Even though Yahshua condemned uncontrolled desires, He did not condemn men and women, who have 

                                                           
10

 Groups such as the Karaites follow the crescent moon calendar and commence the Spiritual New Year after the 
sighting of green barley ears (Aviv) in the land of Israel. Both the sighting of the crescent moon and green barley ears are 
used to validate the calculated calendar which the Rabbinical Jews use and we follow.  
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lawful desires to marry members of the opposite gender. Our human nature stimulates powerful emotions in 
us, some of which are good and some are evil. We are both capable of passionate love and bitter hatred.  
Whereas, emotions such as bitterness, envy, malice, hatred and jealousy are listed as sinful works of the 
flesh, emotions such as love, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control 
are listed as the fruits of the Set-apart Spirit.    
 
Similar to when Satan tempted Eve, he uses the lust of the flesh, the lust of eyes, and the pride of life to 
entice us to sin, as we read from Genesis 3: 6, ‘When the woman saw the tree was good for food (lust of 
the flesh), and that it was a delight to the eyes (lust of the eyes), and that the tree was desirable to make 
one wise (pride of life), she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and 
he ate.’  Yochanah in 1 John 2: 15 – 17 also warned about these three problem areas, as follows: ‘Do not 
love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
Him. (16) For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride 
of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. (17)  And the world is passing away, and also its 
lusts; but the one who does the will of Elohim abides forever.”  
 
We understand that the commandments of YHVH place boundaries on our behavior; It places limits on how 
we are supposed to think and how we control our desires, but we know that the Set-apart Spirit is the 
necessary agent for enabling righteousness.  Without being called and without having received the Set-apart 
Spirit we are not able to obey YHVH our Elohim, as explained by Rav Shaul in 1 Corinthians 2: 12  - 15, as 
follows: ‘Now we have received, not the spirit of the world (for example the so-called Xmas spirit), but the 
Spirit who is from Elohim, that we might know the things freely given to us from Elohim, (13) which 
things we also speak not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. (14) But a natural man does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of Elohim; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they 
are spiritually appraised. (Even if you give the people in the world all the facts about the paganism of Xmas 
and Easter, they will not accept or understand what you are saying – as the deception sown in their minds by 
Satan override any correct teachings in their minds, as explained in 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4.) (15) But he who 
is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man.’  The people in the world cannot 
and will not accept what we as Nazarene Israelites teach, unless and until they are called by Elohim, and are 
immersed into Yahshua’s saving name. It is only then that they will begin to understand how Satan has 
deceived the whole world. 
 
It is only then when we fully realize our human potential and stop following the ways of the world that we start 
following the way of Elohim. When the Spirit of Elohim dwells in us and is allowed to control every thought in 
our lives, we truly start following Him from the heart. Whereas the spirit of man gives us understanding of 
human things, allowing us to make decisions regarding how to live life on a daily basis, the Spirit of Elohim 
guides us to live life and make decisions according to His way. If we allow the Spirit of Elohim to guide us, we 
will definitely make it into the Kingdom of Elohim, but as many discovered during the silly season, obedience 
to YHVH often result in persecution by the world, as Yahshua warned in John 15: 18 & 19, in this way: “If the 
world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. (19) If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.” 
 
We have an on-going struggle to fight against sin and if we want to make it in the end, should adopt the 
attitude described by Rav Shaul in Philippians 3: 13 & 14, as follows: ‘Brethren, I do not regard myself as 
having laid hold of it (eternal life) yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward what lies ahead. (14) I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of Elohim in 
Messiah Yahshua.’  It is our duty to resist sin and be willing to help others in doing so, as Yaa’cov put it in 
James 5: 19 – 20, saying: ‘My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, 
(20) let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul (life) from 
(eternal) death and will cover a multitude of sins.’  We  should not be conceited and be overconfident, 
thinking that we are not open to temptation. We should always be aware that we are easily tempted by our 
desires, as we read from 1 Corinthians 10: 12, ‘Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he 
fall.’  But we should continue to go forward, seeking the kingdom of Elohim.  
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Chapter 9: Mind control. 
 
We live in an age where we are absolutely flooded with information on a daily basis. We receive information in 
the form of pictures, sounds, written and spoken words that become entirely too much for us to take in and 
process. We are overwhelmed by information from many different sources, all contending for our money, 
time, attention and to try influence what we believe and think. The battle to ultimately control our minds is as 
real as the noses on our faces, and should not be ignored.  Ask yourself; who sets the standards in your life? 
Do you allow your friends or peers to decide by which standards you live? Or, does Satan’s influence on 
society influence your belief systems and values?   
 
Our heavenly Father, who is the Creator of all that exists, made things like the Sabbath, His annual Set-apart 
Days and kosher foods for mankind and specifically for those who believe in Him. However, without 
considering the teachings of Elohim, mankind established their own standards and values according to which 
they operate.  They changed the Sabbath to either Friday or Sunday, depending on which so-called god they 
worship. A case in point is a recent advertisement on the South African Broadcasting Corporation: They 
simply stated that healthy lean South African pork is very good for food. This despite what we read in 
Leviticus 11: 7 ‘and the pig, for though it divides the hoof, thus making a split hoof, it does not chew 
cud, it is unclean to you.’ What about us as Nazarene Israelites? Are we totally content to follow YHVH our 
Elohim and His word only? Or are we also making changes to reflect our superior intellect. Do we like the 
brethren from Berea during Rav Shaul‘s time, study the Scriptures to confirm our beliefs, or do we study the 
same, to see how we can contradict the word of Elohim? Why do people refuse to believe the word of 
Elohim? We read from Leviticus 23: 27, “On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of 
Atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for you, and you shall humble your souls and present and 
offering by fire to YHVH.”  
 
This tells us that the Day of Atonement can only be on one specific day of the year, and not when we want it 
to be. How many refuse to accept the Scriptural authority in both the Tanach and the Renewed Covenant that 
Judah is Elohim’s lawgiver (in Psalms 60: 7 and Romans 3: 1 – 4). Instead many choose to put their own 
thumb print on things. They want to specify when the Sabbath and Feast Days of Elohim start, despite 
Yahshua saying to us in John 5: 46 – 47 “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote 
of Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” Do we believe the word of 
Elohim, or are we contradicting our only Master, as we read in 2 Peter 2: 1, as follows: ‘But false prophets 
also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction 
upon themselves.’ The word denying here is translated from the word ‘arneomai’ in Greek which also means 
‘contradicting’.   
 
We read Yahshua’s own words in this regard from Matthew 7: 21 – 24 “Not everyone who says to Me, 
‘Master, Master,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in 
heaven. (22) Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Master, Master, did we not prophesy in Your name, and 
in Your name cast out demons, and in your name perform many miracles? (23) And then I will declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; ‘DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ (24) 
Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise 
man, who built his house on the rock.” The underlined section means that we should build our faith on 
Messiah, the Rock of our salvation, and not on Peter and the Apostles alone, like the Roman Catholics and 
some Assemblies/congregations of YHVH do. The battle to control our minds is real and we cannot afford to 
disregard it.  
 
Whether you believe it or not, you are the focus of an ongoing effort to change your belief system, values and 
standards; and the skills aimed to shape the way in which you think and believe are extremely powerful and 
effective. We benefit enormously from the positive influences of fellow human beings. But not everyone who 
seeks to influence our actions are positive. It is like advertising; most of us are aware that without advertising, 
we will not be aware of all the products available on the market. However, most are also aware that not all 
advertising are always honest. In our society, with all the modern gadgets that we have available, we suffer 
from an information overload. It is true that we should base all our decisions on rational information, in order 
to make correct decisions most of the time. Ask yourself: Who or what has the greatest influence on the way 
you think and act? What external sources affect your thinking the most?  Does the TV or internet influence 
what you think and do in your day to day life? 
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The television is a very powerful tool for transmitting information and new ideas to large numbers of viewers. 
Television is also very effective in helping to shape and drastically influencing the thinking and behavior of 
most of its viewers. The reason is that television and the movie industry, knowingly or unknowingly redefines 
what is considered normal behavior in our world.  Movie stars and entertainers do not even begin to realize 
what influence they have on the average citizen of the world. Because people idolize entertainers and film 
stars, they help shaping the minds of many of their followers. The standards and views of society in general, 
are constantly changed by the entertainment media. But the results of the messages that we constantly hear 
in the media, will only come to roost in the future.  Nevertheless, I for one am ever thankful for the internet, as 
it is one of the most important tools available to us to proclaim the kingdom of Elohim into the entire world. I 
have people on my list in New Zealand, the UK, the USA, Germany, Australia, Israel, South Africa and even 
the USSR. We reach almost all four corners of the world with the messages that we send out from time to 
time. The internet also allows people in countries where world news is suppressed, in order to air local views 
and politics, to get a better idea of what is really going on in the world. However, the internet could also affect 
our lives negatively, as there are also people who publish unconstructive information on it.   
 
At this time most parents are totally unaware of the music that their children listen to. The catchy tunes 
combined with deliberately unsocial lyrics, exerts a devastating effect on some of the hearers of such music. 
Most young children are able to flawlessly recite the words of such songs, but cannot remember the important 
facts taught them in school. Music and the sound waves are the most effective tools for influencing the minds 
of young people, because it reaches both the emotions and though patterns of the hearer, thus ensuring its 
permanent impact. If you believe that, that is ridiculous, recall for a moment some of the negative rhymes and 
songs that you learnt, many years ago as a young child.  In addition, not many parents are properly equipped 
to discern and explain right from wrong.   
 
Those who are supposed to set the moral standards in society are simply not up to it any longer. There are no 
more heroes and even the elected leaders are criminals and or sex-offenders. The escapades of our ‘leaders’ 
have everything to do with the explosion of secondary school sexual adventures in the western world. The 
lying politicians, our school system and society are responsible for what is happening to our children. We are 
simply going from bad to worse. It reminds me of wise words written by a Greek slave and fable author Aesop 
who lived from 620 to 560 BCE, stating: “We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public 
office.” But, despite the fact that the learned Professors of the Universities of the world, tell us that human 
traditions are too contradictory to allow for the setting of uniform standards, according to which we should 
behave, there is a source for setting unconditional standards for human beings to live by, namely the 
Scriptures or Word of Elohim. Because Elohim has created us, He also set the standards for us to live by, if 
only we are prepared to follow Him and His ways. Our every thought is important to Elohim, even though our 
thinking is usually quite different from His, as we read from Isaiah 55: 8 & 9, in this way: ‘“For My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares YHVH. (9) For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”’ 
 
Rav Shaul explained the reason for the gap between mankind’s standards and that of Elohim, in Romans 1: 
18 – 23, as follows:  ‘For the wrath of Elohim is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, (19) because that which is 
known about Elohim is evident within them

11
; for Elohim made it evident to them (mankind). (20) For 

since the creation of the world His invisible attributes
12

, His eternal power
13

 and divine nature
14

, have 
been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  
(21) For even though they knew Elohim, they did not honor Him as Elohim, or give thanks; but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. (22) Professing to be wise, 
they became fools, (23) and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible Elohim for an image in the form 
of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures (i.e. created things).’ 

                                                           
11

 According to Genesis 1: 27, ‘And Elohim created man in His own image, in the image of Elohim He created him; 
male and female He created them.’  Since we know from 1 Thessalonians 5: 23 that we are composed of body, soul and 
spirit, we with certainty believe that Elohim is also composed of three component parts.  
12

 According to First Timothy 1: 17 & 6: 16 Elohim is the King eternal, immortal and invisible, whom no man has seen or 
can see.’ 
13

 According to First Corinthians 1: 24, Yahshua is the power (and the wisdom) of Elohim. This is confirmed in Jeremiah 
32: 17, as follows: ‘Ah YHVH Elohim! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and 
Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee.’ 
14

 The Set-apart Spirit is the Divine Nature of Elohim. It is by having the Set-apart Spirit that we display the fruits of the 
Set-apart Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5: 22 & 23. We may also become partakers of the Divine Nature as we read from 
2 Peter 1: 4. 
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Even though we should know Elohim, by His principal creation, namely mankind, we became wise and 
instead of honoring the one and only Elohim and giving thanks to Him, we became foolish in our speculations 
about His being. Our heavenly Father wants us to accept Him as One, as He teaches throughout the 
Scriptures, but instead we came up with theories such as that of a so-called trinity; or two (YHVH)’s, Yahshua 
being the lesser YHVH; and some even believe that Yahshua was an angel before His human birth.  
 
Humanity have been rejecting Elohim’s instructions ever since Adam and Eve’s fall in the Garden of Eden. 
Ever since that time Satan has been deceiving the whole world, as we are told in Revelation 12: 9. The 
second reason why we do not understand YHVH our Elohim is because there are those who refuse to Honor 
and use His true Names. We know from reading Acts 2: 38 and 8: 12 – 17 that we are given the Set-apart 
Spirit, if we are immersed into Yahshua’s saving name, and if the elders have subsequently laid hands upon 
us. It is only when we have the Set-apart Spirit of Elohim indwelling us, that we are able to discern Spiritual 
things, as explained by Rav Shaul in1 Corinthians 2: 11 – 14, as follows: ‘For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of Elohim no 
one knows except the Spirit of Elohim. (12) Now we have receive, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from Elohim, that we might know the things freely given to us by Elohim, (13) which 
things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. (14) But a natural man does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of Elohim; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they 
are spiritually appraised.’ 

From the very beginning our forefathers chose to disobey YHVH our Elohim. As a result they were driven 
from the Garden of Eden. Since then all have disobeyed Elohim and are swayed by the deceptive false 
religious, education, financial and other systems of the world, under influence of Satan. In South Africa our 
children are now taught about all the different religions of the world, including the theory of evolution. One 
such educational program about evolution, presented to scholars on TV, ridiculed Churchianity for teaching 
that the world is only about six thousand years old.  Most in Churchianity are totally unaware of the fact that 
YHVH created the universe millions of years before He recreated the earth to be inhabited by a spirit bearing 
mankind, who would eventually become His children. They also do not know that after Satan’s rebellion, the 
universe became formless and void; the condition we found the earth in, in Genesis 1: 2.   

We see in Job 38 in verse 7, after the initial creation, the angels (morning stars) sang together and shouted 
for joy. However their joy was followed by disappointment. In verse 8 we read about the control of violent 
waters; verse 9 talks about a dense cloud covering and darkness; and verse 13 talks about a shaking of the 
earth to deal with the wicked. In Psalm 18: 7 we read that the earth shook and quaked and went out of course 
and in Jeremiah 4: 23 we see that the earth became formless and void and the heavens had no light. In 2 
Peter 3: 5 & 6 Rav Kepha (Peter) wrote: ‘For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the 
word of Elohim the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, (6) 
through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.’ This all happened when 
Lucifer tried to elevate himself on a position equal to YHVH and to take over the government of the Universe. 
YHVH had to bring judgment upon Lucifer and as a result the contaminated earth perished. The earth’s axial 
position in reference to its journey around the sun shifted by more than 23 degrees and caused a pendulum 
effect to the waters of the earth, moving to and fro, until it eventually came to rest. Evidence of animal hordes 
and plant fragments destroyed by the swirling waters, inundated the continents with animal fossils and 
destroyed plant life, bearing witness to the earth’s shaking catastrophe. The world in Noah’s day did not 
perish and his ark drifted only a few hundred miles without sails. But the catastrophe caused by Lucifer’s 
rebellion carried masses of ice and rock for thousands of miles. The earth underwent a catastrophe, known by 
geologist as the ‘Ice Age’. All life forms perished and the earth became formless and void. 

The result of war between the angels and demons spoken about in Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28; and Jude 6 & 7 left 
the world formless and void; we read further how he and his angels were thrown down to earth in Revelation 
12: 3 & 4 and Luke 10: 18. This is the condition we see the earth in when we open our Scriptures at Genesis 
1: 2. At that point in time YHVH decided to recreate the heavens and the earth. He also at that point chose 
not to create his future children as spiritual beings. He decided to initially create human kind from physical 
matter, in His image with the mind power to think and plan and ‘create’. They too would have free moral 
agency to decide between good and evil. They had to prove throughout their lives that they would follow 
Elohim’s way of life and ultimately develop His perfect character. The original universe created in Genesis 1: 
1 was perfect. When YHVH created the universe through his word, He did not create darkness. However, 
even in Lucifer’s rebellion when he caused the earth to be totally destroyed, the all-knowing Elohim used the 
darkness that resulted to provide night for physical man to rest in. In addition YHVH used the destruction that 
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Satan caused to place fossilized fuels, such as oil and coal, at our disposal for use in the advanced 
technology that He inspired us to develop during the past hundred years or so,  before Yahshua’s return to 
come and rule us, for a thousand years. 

For those with access to the internet, kindly visit the webpage at www.nephos.com and read the book by R.I. 
Katter entitled: ‘A Paradisical Universe of Man’ published on this site.  Even though we do not agree with all 
the information in this book, a great deal of what we believe regarding Satan’s rebellion is discussed here.  
Also be sure to visit the webpage of Gerald Schroeder, a Jewish scientist, trained at MIT in both physics and 
biology at www.geraldschroeder.com  In an article entitled “The Age of the universe” published by 
Schroeder in the monthly magazine entitled; ‘Jewish Life’ in the September 2009 issue, he wrote: ‘Every 
scientist knows that when we say the universe is 15 billion years old, there’s another half of the sentence that 
we never say.’ The other half of the sentence is: ‘The universe is 15 billion years old as seen from the time-
space coordinates that we exist in.’ According to Schroeder, ‘the key is that the Torah looks forward in time, 
from very different time-space coordinates, when the universe was small. But since then, the universe has 
expanded out. Space stretches, and that stretching of space totally changes the perception of time.’   

In another article entitled “Evolution – Bible Style” Schroeder wrote: ‘The creation described in Genesis 1:1 
implies that G-d withdrew part of G-d’s undifferentiated unity and allowed physical complexity to appear: time, 
space, matter, the laws of nature. The creation of animals (Gen 1:21) relates to the creation of the soul of 
animals, the nefesh in Hebrew, and gives animals the ability to choose, to learn how to manipulate a maze. 
The creation of Adam (Gen 1:27) grants a further Divine pull back, allowing us free will, the soul of humanity, 
that neshoma in Hebrew. G-d chose to give a leeway to the system. In this light, the rise and fall of the 
dinosaurs becomes understandable in the Divine scheme for life. Life, designed by Divine input, produced an 
array of animals, included therein were the dinosaurs. But, their dominance was off the Divine course. In a 
manner reminiscent of the flood destroying the 900-year longevity gene pool and replacing it with 90 year life 
spans, the destruction of the dinosaurs opened space for mammals, and eventually humans, to thrive. All of 
these examples are of micro (not macro-) evolution, small changes in existing body plans. 
 
Was G-d bound to allow dinosaurs to appear? Certainly not, but G-d chose to limit overt control to key 
junctures. Similarly, G-d could control the beasts just as G-d controlled the hornets, but chose not to. The 
Divinely created laws of nature are adequate to set the path. Even when the path is being directed, usually 
the insertion of direct control is in a way that can be interpreted as natural. The option for free will is 
maintained.  Neo-Darwinian evolutionary theory calls out for randomness to set the course of life’s 
development. Evolution, Bible style, also sees life develop from the simple (day three and day five) to the 
highly complex (humanity on day six), but realizes that in this world, random reactions are simply not up to 
accomplishing that task. Random reactions alone simply do not and cannot produce stable order. That is the 
lesson of the laws of thermodynamics.’  
 
The hornets mentioned in the quoted section, has to do with the Israelites’ planned conquest of Canaan in 
Exodus 23: 28 & 29, where Elohim promised to send hornets to drive out the enemy before them.  The souls 
of animals referred to as ‘nefesh’ in Hebrew is different from the souls of mankind, which is integrated with the 
spirit in man, referred to as the ‘neshoma’ in Hebrew. The spirit and soul in man is so closely integrated that it 
can only be separated by the Word of Elohim, as we read from Hebrews 4: 12, in this way: ‘For the word of 
Elohim is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division 
of the soul and the spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart.’  According to Job 32: 8, it is the spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty that gives them 
understanding.  When YHVH breathed into man’s nostrils in Genesis 2: 7, He endowed mankind with a spirit, 
making them different from animals, as we read from Zechariah 12: 1, as follows: ‘The burden of the word 
of YHVH concerning Israel. Thus declares YHVH who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation 
of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him.’  
 
Before Adam and Eve sinned, they had access to the tree of life, but were driven from the Garden of Eden, 
and as a result lost their access to eternal life. Even so, knowing that mankind would fail, YHVH had a 
contingency plan in place right from the start. It is by studying the annual Feast Days of YHVH our Elohim that 
we get to understand His plan of salvation for all mankind. The Feast days may be compared to the 7 branch 
menorah, which sheds light on the Torah. Yahshua being the center to the Feast Days of Elohim is also the 
center pillar of the 7 branch menorah. The Feast Days of Elohim given in Leviticus 23, Numbers 28 - 29, and 
Deut.16 are commanded to be kept by all Israel; and as summarized here below, provide the meaning of 
these days for the people of Elohim:  
 

http://www.geraldschroeder.com/
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Passover: 
We observe the Passover at twilight on the fourteenth day of the month of Aviv, as commanded in Leviticus 
23: 5, in this way: "In the first month on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is (YHVH)’s 
Passover."  We follow Yahshua, who kept the Passover 24 hours before the Jews of His day and as the 
Jews of today keep it. We read about this in 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26, “For I received from the Master that 
which I also delivered to you: that the Master Yahshua in the night in which He was delivered up took 
bread, and having given thanks, He broke it and said, ’Take eat, this is My body which is broken for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, ’This cup is 
the renewed covenant in My blood, As often as you drink it, do this in remembrance of Me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the Master until He comes.”  
We keep the Passover as a memorial to Yahshua’s death; one of the traditions in which we follow Rav. Shaul, 
as he followed Messiah – as we read from 1 Corinthians 11: 1, 2 and 23. The Passover points toward 
Yahshua's sacrifice to pay the death penalty that we have incurred by our law-breaking (1 Corinthians. 5: 7 - 
8).  Yahshua reconciled us to the Father by His shed blood, making it possible for us to have direct access to 
the throne of Elohim. We believe that repentance, immersion in Yahshua’s saving name, accepting that His 
sacrifice constitutes a covenant with Elohim; the terms of which is sealed with the shed blood of Yahshua the 
Messiah (Hebrews 9: 11 - 12 & 15) and is renewed annually when we partake of the Passover.  
 
Days of Unleavened Bread:  

YHVH instructed the Israelites concerning this festival as they prepared to leave Egypt. They were required to 
eat unleavened bread for seven days. In addition they were required to remove all the leavening agents from 
their homes from the first day, on which they were also required to hold a Set-apart convocation.  Then again 
on the seventh day, they were required to hold a Set-apart convocation. Both the first and seventh day are 
annual Sabbaths, during which no work should be done, except for the preparation of food to eat (as per 
Exodus 12:14 - 16). 

The Israelites coming out of Egypt foreshadowed us coming out of a life of sin. Partaking of unleavened bread 
for seven days in our case means coming out of sin completely – as seven means complete. We gladly get rid 
of the leaven in our homes for seven days to remind us of cleansing ourselves of false doctrines, which leads 
to sin and slavery. Observing the days of unleavened bread helps us realize our need for Yahshua in 
overcoming our sins. Yahshua the lamb of Elohim was sacrificed for the forgiveness of our sins, thus de-
leavening, or cleaning up our lives. Yahshua help us to live Torah obedient lives, through the Set-apart Spirit 
indwelling us after repentance and immersion into His saving name. This brings us to the next feast in the 
plan of salvation of YHVH our Elohim. 

Pentecost or the Feast of Weeks:   

The Feast of Weeks is counted from the day after the first annual Sabbath or as it is written in the JPS Jewish 
Bible published in 1917 – Start counting from the morrow after the first day of rest (which is the day after the 
1

st
 day of Unleavened Bread), from the day you brought the sheaf of waving. Seven complete weeks are 

counted; even unto the morrow after the seventh week shall you number fifty days.  Even though each one of 
us is supposed to count fifty days, Pentecost always falls on the sixth day of the third month – according to 
the Hebrew calendar. As Rav Miller wrote in his article entitled ‘The 49 steps’, ‘Each step we take transforms 
us into a people who at Passover become physically free into a people who at Shavu’ot become spiritually 
free’. 

Pentecost is the day on which YHVH declared His covenant which included the Ten Commandments to Israel 
at Mount Sinai (Exodus 19 and 20). It is also the day upon which the Set-apart Spirit was given, as recorded 
in Acts 2, so that we may keep the Law with a Spiritual intent. Pentecost also points to the initial harvest of 
souls, a kind of first fruits unto YHVH. Romans 8: 29 speak of Yahshua Messiah as being the "firstborn of 
many brethren". We who are called now are also considered to be a type of first fruits, as we read from 
James 1: 18, as follows: "Having purposed it, He brought us forth by the Word of truth, for us to be a 
kind of first fruits of His creatures."  When first fruit believers die, our spirits return to the Father who gave 
it, during which time He perfects it in heaven as we read from Hebrews 12: 23. When Yahshua returns He will 
bring back our perfected spirits and will resurrect our bodies and souls (in that we will be alive once again – 
be it as Spirit Beings). Our perfected bodies (and souls) will merge with our perfected spirits from heaven, and 
we will become kings and priests under Yahshua's reign during His Millennial rule on earth. 
  
Feast of Trumpets or Yom Teruah:  

The Feast of Trumpets begins at the new moon on the seventh month and is a Set-apart convocation. It is the 
day that our Jewish brothers call the Head of the Year or Rosh Hashanah. This is the day from where the civil 
New Year is counted from. The ten days of awe begins at Yom Teruah and ends at Yom Kippur. Yom Teruah 
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is the only Feast Day that falls on a Rosh Kodesh or new moon. The moon is renewed immediately after the 
shadow of the earth, between the sun and the moon, covers the moon and it commences its move towards 
renewal. The renewed moon cannot be seen by the ‘naked’ eye and only becomes visible as a crescent moon 
one and a half to two days after the concealment. Yes, the new moon is in concealment for plus/minus 2 days 
(See 1 Sam. 20:5, 27 & 34), and is only ‘watched’ to determine the date for Trumpets. If Atonement will be on 
a Friday or a Sunday, Trumpets is moved one day on, ensuring that Atonement is never on a Friday or a 
Sunday. Concealment takes up to two days, which ensures that even in the event of such a postponement, 
Trumpets will still occur during concealment of the moon. The Hebrew year 5771 (2011) is such a year. You 
will notice that because of the introduction of a postponement, the Hebrew calendar is very similar to the 
calendar of those obsessed to watch for the crescent moon. Yes, they are correct this year, but for the wrong 
reasons.  

We look forward with eager anticipation to the return of Yahshua the Messiah, for he will return at the sound 
of the last trumpet and the shout of the archangel. The blowing of trumpets was also used to call Israel to 
assemble together to prepare for a journey or for war. When Yahshua our Messiah returns to the Mount of 
Olives, the nations of the earth will gather together to fight against Him. Satan has deceived the whole world 
(Revelation 12: 9) and they will try to destroy the Messiah at His return. The feast of Trumpets also signals 
the resurrection of the dead in Messiah. Rav Shaul wrote about this in 1 Corinthians 15: 21 - 23: "For since 
by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Messiah all shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Messiah the first fruits, afterward 
those who are Messiah's at His coming." Yahshua will resurrect the first fruits, those who are called now, 
to reign with Him for a thousand years. We need to pray that Yahshua will return soon, to this fast 
deteriorating world, ushering in the Kingdom of Elohim and bringing His perfect government on earth as it is 
now in heaven. This is what the feast of Trumpets depicts and what Yahshua taught us to pray for in Matthew 
6: 10.  

Atonement or Yom Kippur: 

Atonement is the fifth annual feast day and is considered the most Set-apart day of all Elohim’s Feast Days. 
Atonement points to Yahshua who has made atonement for us; Through His death on the impalement stake, 
we can be reconciled back to our Father YHVH Elohim. We are reminded of our carnality and how we need 
the atoning sacrifice of Yahshua, when we partake of a fast that commences on the ninth day of the seventh 
month at sun set and ends the next day at sun set. We do not eat or drink anything during this period of 24 
hours. Atonement looks forward to the day when Satan will be bound and thrown into the bottomless pit for 
the duration of a thousand years. It also pictures the marriage of the Lamb to His Bride, chosen by His Father, 
at which time we will become at one (atonement) with Elohim.  

Tabernacles or Sukkoth: 

Once Satan has been bound hand and foot and thrown into the bottomless pit, the thousand-year reign of 
Yahshua will commence from Jerusalem. During His thousand-year rule from Jerusalem, He will restore all 
things to their former glory. Those of us, who are first fruits and who will if we make it, be part of the first 
resurrection, will serve under Yahshua as kings and priests, assisting Him in the restoration of all things. With 
Satan out of the way things will go much better, as he will not be able to influence the minds of men to rebel 
against the laws that will be in force during Yahshua’s rule. These laws will be none other than the Torah 
commands that we are familiar with today. That is why we need to keep the Torah Commands fully in this 
age, so that we will be able to teach those people living during the millennial rule of Yahshua, to do the right 
thing. Whereas, the world will be on the brink of total disaster, just prior to Yahshua’s return, He will restore all 
things during His Millennial rule to what it was like in the Garden of Eden, before the fall of man.   

Last Great Day: 

On the "8th day of the Feast," the day following the Feast of Tabernacles, it is the last annual Set-apart Day of 
the year.  It symbolizes the Great White Throne Judgment mentioned in Revelation 20. The Final Judgment is 
also part of the Latter Harvest. Judgment is now (during this age) upon the household of Elohim (1 Peter 4: 
17). We who are called at this time are being judged now, but the great multitude not called at this time will be 
resurrected at the end of the Millennium, during which time they will be given a chance to repent and accept 
Elohim’s way of life (see Isaiah 25: 7 - 9). However, not all who are resurrected during that time will repent - 
we know also that they will not burn in hell for ever and ever, but will be burned up once for all and become 
ashes under the feet of the righteous, as per Malachi 4:1 - 3. At that point in time the New Jerusalem will 
come down from heaven, from Elohim, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband and as we read from 
Rev 21: 3, in this way: ‘And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “See the Booth of Elohim is with 
men and He shall dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and Elohim Himself shall be with 
them and be their Elohim.”’ IMPOSSIBLE as this may sound; this is the same vision that our Father 
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Abraham had as explained in Hebrews 11: 10, as follows:  “for he was looking for the city having 
foundations, whose builder and maker is Elohim.” Let’s get this same vision in our minds again – as that 
is the true Gospel.   

Despite the many different opinions regarding religion out there, including the false theory of evolution, YHVH 
wants us to obey His teachings, since He is our Creator; He knows what is good for us. YHVH our Elohim is 
our heavenly Father (transliterated in Hebrew as ‘Avinu’) and only wants what is best for us, but as Satan 
somehow convinced Eve, to believe that YHVH lied to them, so we somehow, believe that we know better 
than Him. Those of us called out of the world by YHVH at this time, should know what is right and wrong for 
us, and are responsible to teach our children and new believers the truth. Instead our children are bombarded 
by false teachings, by TV shows, by computer games, movies and by friends in school.  We similarly get 
bombarded at work, by TV shows, computer games, movies and the people we associate with after work. In 
addition the Scriptures reveal that Satan is going all out to influence our minds on an on-going basis, as we 
read from Ephesians 2: 1 – 3, as follows: ‘And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, (2) in which 
you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air (Satan), of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. (3) Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the rest.’ 
 
The influence that Satan exerts upon unsuspecting mankind is so persistent and persuasive that it affects 
people in every area of society, as we read from Revelation 12: 9. Satan is according to 2 Corinthians 4: 4, 
the god of this world, who blinds the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of 
the esteem of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim. In other words, because of Satan’s influence, people do 
not understand the gospel or good news about the coming kingdom of Elohim, as well as the identity of 
Yahshua our Messiah, the visible image of the invisible Elohim. It should therefore be clear why some are 
deceived to believe that they are going to heaven at death. We should also not be surprised that Satan has 
succeeded to influence most religious beliefs, including modern day Churchianity, as we read from 2 
Corinthians 11: 3 & 4 and 13 – 15, as follows:  ‘But I am afraid, lest the serpent deceived Eve by his 
craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Messiah. (4) 
For if one comes and preaches another Yahshua whom we have not preached (i.e. one who came to do 
away with His Father’s Torah), or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a 
different gospel (one about the person of Messiah, rather than the coming kingdom of Elohim) which you 
have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. (13) For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
disguising themselves as apostles of Messiah.  (14) And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself 
as an angel of light. (15) Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as 
servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.’ 
 
Satan has not only influenced the religions of the world, he is involved in business, education, politics as well 
as science. It is as we read from 1 John 5: 19, in this way: ‘We know that we are of Elohim, and that the 
whole world lies in the power of the evil one.’  The result of Satan’s influence in the world may be seen 
throughout history. Millions of people died in wars inspired by Satan. Millions in Africa, India and South 
America are on the verge of starvation, because of greed inspired by Satan. Many people live under 
dictatorial regimes with little control over the decisions that affect their daily lives. Most are so absorbed in the 
self and they do not care about anyone else any longer. We read fittingly about our time, from 2 Timothy 3: 1 
– 5, as follows: ‘But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. (Are there any amongst us 
who are prepared to say that we are not living during the last days, right now?) (2) For men will be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, (3) 
unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, (4) 
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of Elohim; (5) holding to a form 
of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.’ At this time we can 
but agree that Satan has truly succeeded in turning humankind away from YHVH our Elohim. 
 
Our battle is definitely not against flesh and blood human beings, but as we read from Ephesians 6: 12, ‘For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in heavenly places.’ It is time that 
we realize what is happening to and in our world. Ask yourself once again: Who determines your standards? 
Who will intimately control your mind? Will it be Satan and his many spiritual and human agents? Or will it be 
YHVH through His Torah and Yahshua the living embodiment of that Torah? Like always YHVH will not force 
us to do things His way – the choice remain ours!   
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Chapter 10: The two Yahshua's in the Scriptures. 
 

The name of Joshua the son of Nun, the man anointed by Moses to lead the ancient nation of Israel into the 
Promised Land, is according to the book of Joshua in the Jewish Bible (JPS 1917), written as יהושע  in modern 

Hebrew. This is exactly the same way the name of Yahshua our Messiah and savior is written in Hebrew.  It is 
strange that the transliterated Hebrew name for the adversary namely Satan, is known as such in any 
language throughout the world today, but our Savior’s name is changed to Jesus, to as some put it,  avoid 
confusion. This despite the fact that the name of the book Joshua in the English Bible, which bears the same 
Hebrew name as our Messiah, is retained in its shortened form and is at least true in meaning to Yahshua’s 
saving name. The question is: If both the Hebrew and Christian Bibles use the name Joshua in their English 
translations of the original name יהושע, then where does the name Jesus come from? 

 
It is common knowledge that names of people are not changed by translation, from one language or nation to 
another – Bill might be short for William, but the surname Clinton remains the same in any language, and 
even though it might be pronounced differently, ‘Bill Clinton’ is known in the USA, Africa, Russia and indeed 
throughout the world by that very name. So is Benjamin Netanyahu, the current Israeli Prime Minister known 
by that name throughout the world. The question is: Should the original name given to our Savior by His 
parents, namely Yahshua, not remain the same, even after 2000 years since His ascension to heaven? In 
fact, there is not one single reference which present the name Jesus (or Iesous in Greek), as the original 
name of our Messiah and Savior. Most authoritative sources acknowledge that the original form of the name 
was Yehoshua, as transliterated in the previously mentioned English version of the Hebrew Bible. Why then 
was the name of our savior changed from Yehoshua or as written in the short form Joshua in the Hebrew 
Bible, to Jesus?   
 
Two reasons gave rise to the replacement and resultant misrepresentation of our Savior’s name. Firstly, it is 
believed that during the period immediately prior to Judah’s captivity, King Manasseh had the Set-apart Name 
of YHVH removed from all public notices and written documents including from The Scriptures.  Many 
worshippers including the prophets of YHVH were killed during Manasseh’s reign and Jewish history, 
describes his as a terrorist government. It is clear from a number of Scriptures that the sins of Manasseh was 
the direct cause of the captivity of Judah, as may be read from 2 Kings 23: 26, as follows: ‘However, YHVH 
did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath with which His anger burned against Judah, 
because all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him.’  A second witness to this is 
found in 2 Kings 24: 3 & 4, in this way: ‘Surely at the command of YHVH it came upon Judah, to remove 
them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, (4) and also 
for the innocent blood which he shed, for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; and YHVH would 
not forgive him.’   
 
Secondly, the Jewish people in Babylon adopted the Babylonian tradition/teaching where the name of their 
Mighty ones (gods) could not be used/or should be disguised outside the temple. As a result the name of the 
Almighty could only be used by the Priests during the Atonement (Yom Kippur) service, annually. The rest of 
the believers in Judah did not have permission to use the name at all. This was also done, because the 
religious leaders misinterpreted the third commandment, as stated in Exodus 20: 7, “You shall not take the 
name of YHVH your Elohim in vain, for YHVH will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in 
vain.” The Hebrew word for vain is ‘shavah’, meaning to use lightly, destroy or bring the name of YHVH your 
Elohim to naught, by hiding, refusing to use, and purposely misspelling it.  By using such names as Adonai 
and therefore misspelling Elohim's name, the Priests in Judah were doing exactly what they intending not to 
do – i.e. breaking the 3

rd
 Commandment. There is a warning message for those prophets who cause fellow 

brethren to forget the name of YHVH in Jeremiah 23: 26 – 27, “How long? Is there anything in the hearts 
of the prophets who prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the deception of their own heart, 
(27) who intend to make My people forget My name by their dreams which they relate to one another, 
just as their fathers forgot My name because of Baal?”  Even so, be aware that the word Adonai simply 
means Master and if it is not used to replace the name of YHVH, we may safely use it in place of the English 
word ‘Master’.  
 
Our Messiah was born a Jew with a Jewish mother, who gave her son a Jewish name. He was never known 
as Jesus Christ, during His lifetime on earth. We read about Yahshua’s birth In Matthew 1: 21, in this way:  
“And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Yahshua, for it is He who will save His people 
from their sins.”  Yahshua means YHVH is Salvation. The name Jesus does not have that meaning at all. 
Does it matter whether we use the name Jesus or Yahshua? Yes, in fact it is vital to our salvation to make 
sure that we know and use the correct name for the Messiah, as we read from  Acts 4: 12, as follows:  “And 
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there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other Name under heaven that has been given among 
men, by which we must be saved.”  In the first part of John 5: 43 the Messiah said that He came in His 
Father's Name, in this way:  “I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another 
shall come in his own name, you will receive him.”  The heavenly Father's Name as we know is YHVH 
(pronounced as Yahweh) or Yah in its short form. Yahshua was given His Father's name, like most of us, 
after birth are given our earthly father's Surname. We find that after the Babylonian captivity the name Joshua 
was changed to Yeshua (in the Hebrew Scriptures) – shortened because they omitted the second and third 
letters namely (הו), to avoid wherever possible to pronounce (YHVH)’s name. Even so, there is definitely no 

resemblance between the names Yehoshua and Jesus. However, before moving away from the importance 
of the names of our Elohim, we need to heed the warning not to use the false names and titles assigned to 
YHVH and Yahshua, in Exodus 23: 13, as follows: “Now concerning everything which I have said to you, 
be on your guard; and do not mention the name of other gods, nor let them be heard from your 
mouth.”  It is not my intention to shock fellow believers at this time, but I for one do not want to be known as 
a Christian, and definitely do not believe in Jesus. Like Rav Shaul and the original believers in Yahshua our 
Messiah, we are a sect of the Pharisees, known as Nazarene Jews/Israelites (as per Acts 24: 5). 
 
To establish the link between Joshua the spy, the soldier, the leader and savior of Israel and Yahshua, our 
Messiah, Leader, High Priest and Savior, we read the scriptural account from the book of Numbers. The 10 
fearful spies, send to spy out the Promised Land gave a bad report to Moses on return from their journey to 
the land of Canaan, as we read from Numbers 13: 27 – 32, in this way: ‘“Thus they told him, and said, “We 
went in to the land where you sent us; and it certainly does flow with milk and honey, and this is its 
fruit (the cluster of grapes which two men had to carry between a pole, some pomegranates and figs). (28) 
Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; 
and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there. (29) Amalek is living in the land of the Negev 
and the Hittites and Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are 
living by the sea and by the side of the Jordan.” (30) Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, 
and said, “We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it.” 
(31) But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people for 
they are too strong for us.” (32) So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which 
they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that 
devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size.”’ At hearing this, 
the Israelites who like us, are inspired by sight rather than faith, trembled in their sandals. 
 
But we see that Joshua who also spied out the land with Caleb and the 10 other spies, supported Caleb’s 
positive report. Both Joshua and Caleb confirmed their faith in YHVH, as we read from verse 7  - 9 of 
Numbers 14, saying: “The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. (8) If 
YHVH is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it to us- a land which flows with 
milk and honey. (9) Only do not rebel against YHVH; and do not fear the people of the land, for they 
shall be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and YHVH is with us; do not fear 
them.” However, we see that Joshua and Caleb could not convince the nation, after they became fearful, as 
a result of the bad report brought them by the other 10 spies. The congregation demanded that Joshua and 
Caleb be stoned. This angered YHVH and He threatened to destroy the Israelites, as we read from verse 12 
of Numbers 14, in this way: “I will smite them with pestilence and dispossess them, and I will make you 
(meaning Moses) into a nation greater and mightier than they.” 
 
As before Moses pleaded with Elohim, asking that He pardons the iniquity of His people. However, we notice 
from verses 20 – 23 of Numbers 14, that even though YHVH forgives the nation He imposes a serious 
condition, saying: “I have pardoned them according to your word; (21) but indeed, as I live, all the earth 
will be filled with the glory of YHVH. (22) Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs, 
which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have 
not listened to My voice, (23) shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall 
any of those who spurned Me see it.”’  But, we see from verse 24 of Numbers 14 that the children of the 
Israelites, who were brought out of Egypt, together with Joshua and Caleb, who brought a good report about 
the land were allowed to enter the Promised Land. There is a very important lesson for those of us called out 
of the world by YHVH at this time. We are being judged during this age; if we do not remain faithful and 
overcome, Satan, the world and the self, we shall by no means enter the Kingdom of Elohim. We better 
change; right now!  
 
At this time Elohim is calling His ecclesia of true believers out of the world, a modern type of ancient Egypt, as 
we read from Romans 6: 16 – 18, as follows: ‘Do you not know that when you present yourselves to 
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someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in 
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? (17) But thanks be to Elohim that though you were 
slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were 
committed, (19) and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.’  We read further 
about our calling from 2 Corinthians 6: 17 & 18 in this way: ‘“THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM THEIR 
MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says YHVH. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; and I will 
welcome you. (18) “And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says 
YHVH Almighty.’ While Joshua was the human leader of the ancient nation of Israel, Yahshua is the leader 
of the Israel of Elohim, as we read from  Galatians 6: 16, like this: ‘And those who will walk by this rule, 
peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of Elohim.’  The rule spoken about here is as we 
read from Romans 9: 6 & 7, as follows: ‘But it is not as though the word of Elohim has failed. For they 
are not all Israel who are descended from Israel (meaning Jacob); (7) neither are they all children 
because they are Abraham’s descendants, but; “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE 
NAMED.”  
 
These are the words of YHVH to our father Abraham, when He made a covenant with Abraham in Genesis 
17: 5 – 14, saying: “No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
will make you the father of a multitude of nations. (6) And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth from you. (7) And I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout your generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be Elohim to you and to your descendants after you. (8) And I will give to you and to your 
descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their Elohim.” (9) Elohim said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall 
keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. (10) This is My 
covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you; every male 
among you shall be circumcised. (11) And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and 
it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. (12) And every male among you who is eight 
days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations, a servant who is born in the house or 
who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants. (13) A servant who is 
born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely be circumcised; thus shall My 
covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. (14) But an uncircumcised male who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken 
My covenant.”’  
 
These are serious words and we should consider them carefully, as YHVH told Abraham, that it is an 
everlasting covenant. However, to conclude the thought we also read from Galatians 3: 26 – 29, as follows: 
‘For you are all sons of Elohim through faith in Messiah Yahshua. (27) For all of you who were 
immersed into Messiah have clothed yourselves with Messiah. (28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Messiah 
Yahshua. (29) And if you belong to Messiah, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to 
promise.” The promise that YHVH made to Abraham, was according to the covenant that He will give the 
land of Canaan to Abraham and his descendants after him, provided that every male among them are 
circumcised.  Ask yourself: Am I Abraham’s offspring? If your answer is yes, and you are a male, then like 
Yahshua our perfect example you should be circumcised.  
 
The first action performed by Joshua in the Promised Land after crossing the Jordan River, was as recorded 
in Joshua 5: 3 - 5, ‘So Joshua made himself flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-
haaraloth. (4) And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the people who came out of 
Egypt who were males, all the men of war, died in the wilderness along the way, after they came out of 
Egypt. (5) For all the people who came out were circumcised, but all the people who were born in the 
wilderness along the way as they came out of Egypt had not been circumcised.’  The second reason for 
Joshua’s action was that it was about time for the annual Passover, and as we read from verse 48 of Exodus 
12, as follows: “But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to YHVH, let all his 
males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like a native of the 
land. But no uncircumcised (male) person may eat of it.”  Since circumcision is a physical requirement (or 
deed), by which we also show our faith, we are required to make such a decision on our own volition, if we 
want to serve as priests in the ‘Promised Land’. 
 
After partaking of the Passover and offering the wave sheaf of grain roasted in fire the day after Passover, as 
YHVH commanded in Leviticus 23: 9 – 14, the two Joshua’s met face to face, similar to when YHVH told 
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Moses to lead His people out of Egypt in Genesis 3.  We read about this meeting in Joshua 5: 13 – 15, in this 
way: ‘Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to him 
and said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” (14) And he said, “No, rather I indeed come 
now as captain of the host of YHVH.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and 
said to him, “What has my master to say to his servant?” (15) And the captain of (YHVH)’s host said 
to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And 
Joshua did so.’ Next In Joshua 6, we read how YHVH instructed Joshua to occupy Jericho, the first of the 
cities to invade in the Promised Land. 
 
During the early part of the twentieth century there were religious groups, who started identifying some of the 
lost ten tribes of Israel. As time went on, the identity of the various nations making up the lost ten tribes 
became clearer. Today since the late 1990’s there are groups and even Jewish Rabbis in Israel who agree 
with and has in fact provided an even clearer opinion on the identity of the lost ten tribes. One source from 
Israel tells us that the descendants of the lost ten tribes are to be found throughout the world, but mainly 
amongst the so-called ‘gentile’ peoples of Northwest Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa.  The Jews in Israel and those in the Diaspora are mainly descended from the tribe of Judah. 
The early Israelites are proven to have migrated to the west and over many years formed the nations of 
France, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, The USA, Great Britain, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. The most prominent tribes were Ephraim and Manasseh, 
the descendants of Joseph’s two sons, and are mainly to be found in the present day English-speaking 
nations; Reuben became the forefather of the French; Benjamin the forefather of Belgium; Zebulon the 
forefather of the Dutch; Asher gave rise to the Scots; Issachar the Swiss; Dan contributed to the Welsh and 
Irish and fathered the Danes and so on. 
 
Since it is commonly accepted that we have always been attached to the Scriptures, and especially to the 
original covenant made between YHVH and Abraham, it is time that we reconsider our part of the covenant, 
as agreed to by our father in the faith, Abraham. We have been beneficiaries of the many blessings of 
Abraham that he passed on to his son Isaac and then onto Jacob.  Prior to discovering our identity, we were 
literally in a wilderness of confusion for more than 2500 years. Now that we are almost at the end of the 
period of captivity, lasting (390 times 7 years) 2730 years of aimless wondering as ‘gentiles’ in the wilderness, 
it is time that those who were not circumcised in the wilderness, honor our contractual responsibility in 
preparation for  Yahshua’s return one day soon on the Feast of Trumpets. 
 
We see that Yahshua brings those who follow Him to the ordinance of immersion, which was prefigured by 
the miracle of the parting of the Red Sea, as explained in 1 Corinthians 10: 1 & 2, in this way: ‘For I do not 
want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea; (2) and all were immersed into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.’ Yahshua helps us overcome 
our sins with the Set-apart Spirit given us at immersion, as we are assured in Romans 8: 33 – 37, as follows: 
‘Who will bring a charge against Elohim’s elect? Elohim is the one who justifies; (34) who is the one 
who condemns? Messiah Yahshua is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of Elohim, who also intercedes for us. (35) Who shall separate us from the love of Messiah? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  (36) Just as 
it is written, “for thy sake we are being put to death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” (37) But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.’ If 
we pay attention to the Set-apart Spirit, given us who were immersed into Yahshua’s saving Name, we will 
choose to obey Him for our own good, as prophesied by Moses in Deuteronomy 30: 19 & 20, in this way: “I 
call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the 
blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, (20) by 
loving YHVH your Elohim, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and 
the length of your days, that you may live in the land which YHVH swore to your fathers, to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”  
 
We also read about a specific relationship between Joshua and his name sake Yahshua in Hebrew 4: 8 – 11, 
as follows: ‘For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that. (9) 
There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of Elohim. (10) For the one who has entered His 
rest has himself also rested from his works, as Elohim did from His. (11) Let us therefore be diligent 
to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.’ The seventh 
day Sabbath is a type of the coming millennium Sabbath, which will provide humanity with much needed 
peace and prosperity right here on earth. Joshua our ancient forebear, was a type of Yahshua our Messiah. 
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Whereas Joshua focused on getting ancient Israel established into the Promised Land, Yahshua Messiah 
reconciled us to the Father and will take us into the coming Kingdom of Elohim. Joshua saved the Israelites 
from the Canaanites, but Yahshua saved us from Satan and eternal death,  by paying the death penalty due 
to us, because of our sins. 
 
Joshua started out as a servant of Moses, but by the end of his days, he became known as a servant of 
Elohim, as is recorded in Joshua 24: 29, in this way: ‘And it came about after these things that Joshua the 
son of Nun, the servant of YHVH, died, being one hundred and ten years old.’ Joshua fulfilled the 
meaning of his name, by leading the people of Elohim into the Promised Land, saving them from slavery and 
the wilderness of sin. He was indeed a type of Yahshua our Messiah, who will ultimately take us into the 
Kingdom of Elohim and give us victory over eternal death, as we are assured in 1 Corinthians 15: 20 – 22 and 
56 & 57, as follows: ‘But now Messiah has been raised from the dead, the first fruit(s) of those who are 
asleep. (21) For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. (22) For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Messiah all shall be made alive. (56) The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law; (57) but thanks be to Elohim, who gives us victory through our Master 
Yahshua Messiah.’ Baruch HaShem YHVH! 
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Chapter 11: What was Yahshua’s main purpose? 
 

Most people today totally misunderstand Messiah’s purpose and the message of the prophets in both the 
Tanach and the Renewed Covenant. The reason being, that Satan has and is even now busy deceiving the 
entire world. After Yahshua’s immersion and temptation by Satan in the wilderness, He commenced His 
ministry as recorded in Mark 1: 9 – 15, in this way: ‘And it came about in those days that Yahshua came 
from Nazareth in Galilee, and was immersed by John (Yochanan) in the Jordan. (10) And immediately 
coming out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon 
Him; (11) and a voice came out of the heavens: “Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased.” 
(12) And immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.  (13) And He was in the 
wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the beasts, and the angels were 
ministering to Him. (14) And after John had been taken into custody, Yahshua came into Galilee, 
preaching (or proclaiming) the gospel of Elohim, (15) and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of Elohim is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”’ 
 
Because of Satan’s deception, most people do not understand that the gospel of Elohim is linked to both the 
Feast Days of Elohim and the United Nation of Israel. Yahshua’s disciples only really understood His 
message and purpose after He opened their minds to the Scriptures, as we read from Luke 24: 45 – 49, as 
follows: ‘Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, (46) and He said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Messiah should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day;  (47) and that 
repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. (48) You are witnesses of these things. (49) And Behold, I am sending forth the 
promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from 
on high.” Yahshua left His disciples at Bethany, and departed from them.  
 
We read about His departure in more detail from Acts 1: 4 – 9, in this way: ‘And gathering them together, 
He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” 
He said, “you heard from Me; (5) for Yochanan immersed with water, but you shall be immersed with 
the Set-apart Spirit not many days from now.” (6) And so when they had come together, they were 
asking Him, saying, “Master (or more correctly Adonai), is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom 
to Israel? (or more correctly the kingdom of Elohim in which both the nations of Judah and the lost ten tribes 
of Israel, will again be ruled over by a descendant of David.)” (7) He said to them, “It is not for you to know 
the times and the epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; (8) but you shall receive 
power when the Set-apart Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (9) And after He 
had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of 
their sight.’ 
 
The good news about our salvation as the remnant of the lost ten tribes of Israel, have to do with both 
honoring the name of Elohim and keeping His annual Feast Days. This is confirmed in Isaiah 52: 3 – 10: as 
follows: ‘For thus says YHVH Elohim, “You were sold for nothing and you will be redeemed without 
money.” (4) For thus says YHVH Elohim, “My people went down at the first into Egypt to reside there, 
then the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. (5) Now therefore what do I have here,” Declares 
YHVH, “seeing that My people have been taken away without cause?” Again YHVH declares, “Those 
who rule over them howl, and My name is continually blasphemed all day long. (6) Therefore My 
people shall know My name; therefore in that day I am the one who is speaking, Here I am.’” (7) How 
lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace and brings 
good news of happiness, who announces salvation, and says to Zion, “Your Elohim reigns!” (8) 
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices, they shout joyfully together; for they will see with their 
own eyes when YHVH restores Zion. (9) Break forth, shout joyfully together, you waste places of 
Jerusalem; for YHVH has comforted His people, He has redeemed Jerusalem. (10) YHVH has bared 
His holy arm in the sight of all the nations, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of our 
Elohim.’ We are assured that as Nazarene watchmen we will see the restoration of Zion with our own eyes. 
Zion was always identified with the Temple Mount and the City of David; it symbolizes the spiritual capital of 
the world, and is the Messianic city of Elohim.   The prophet Nahum also links the Feast Days of Elohim as 
kept by Judah with the gospel in Nahum 1: 15, in this way: ‘Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who 
brings good news, who announces peace! Celebrate your feasts, O Judah; pay your vows. For never 
again will the wicked one pass through you; he is cut off completely.’  
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The good news about the coming kingdom of Elohim, is also mentioned in relation to Zion and the 
identification of Yahshua the right hand of Elohim to Judah, as their (and our) Elohim in Isaiah 40: 9 & 10, as 
follows: ‘Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, lift up your voice mightily, 
O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 
Elohim!” (10) Behold, the Master Elohim will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His 
reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.’ Even though, Judah believes in the resurrection of 
the dead and the coming of a Messiah to rule the world from King David’s throne, they do not believe that 
Yahshua is the Messiah at this time. Christianity on the other hand believes in the person of Messiah, but do 
not understand what the true gospel is? Even so, what most people do not understand at this time, is that 
YHVH personally blinded the Jews to the identity of the true Messiah, until the fullness of the Gentiles (i.e. a 
remnant of those Israelites who lost their identity in captivity and now believe that they are Gentiles and some 
genuine Gentiles) have come in, at which time all Israel will be saved as may be read from Romans 11, and 
especially verses 25, 26 & 32.   
 
Continuing with the link between the name of YHVH and the gospel, we read from Romans 10: 12 – 14; ‘For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Master is Master of all, abounding in 
riches for all who call upon Him; (13) for “WHOEVER WILL CALL UPON THE NAME OF YHVH, WILL 
BE SAVED.” (quoted from Joel 2: 32) (14) How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher?’ How will those who do not know or believe in the Name of YHVH call upon His name – 
not realizing that His Name is not G-d? Will He overlook their ignorance? We, who honor the name of YHVH 
our Elohim, are presently also doing the work of Elijah, by teaching believers about the true names of YHVH 
and Yahshua.  We read further from Romans 10: 15 & 16; ‘And how shall they preach unless they are 
sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS 
OF GOOD THINGS!” (16) However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, “YHVH WHO 
HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” The fact that our Jewish brothers is presently blinded to the identity of 
Yahshua is confirmed in John 12: 37 – 41, as follows: ‘But though He had performed so many signs 
before them (meaning the Jews of His day), yet they were not believing in Him; (38) that the word of 
Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, “YHVH, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? 
AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF YHVH BEEN REVEALED?” (39) For this cause they could not 
believe, for Isaiah said again, (40) “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES, AND HE HARDENED THEIR 
HEART; LEST THEY SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE 
CONVERTED, AND I HEAL THEM.” (41) These things Isaiah said, because he saw His (Yahshua’s) 
glory and he spoke of Him.’ 
 
Proceeding in Romans 10: 18, Rav Shaul cited a quotation from the Greek Septuagint version (LXX) of Psalm 
19: 4, showing that even David understood that Elohim’s revelation of Himself has reached the entire world 
(as explained in previous sermons regarding the Oneness of Elohim from Romans 1: 18 – 20

15
), as follows: 

‘But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; “THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT 
INTO ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD.”’ This is also confirmed in 
Colossians 1: 5 & 6, in this way: ‘Because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously 
heard in the word of truth, the gospel, (6) which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is 
constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard 
of it and understood the grace of Elohim in truth.’  Very few people in the world believe in the Oneness of 
Elohim and even less believes the true gospel. 
 
We read Rav Shaul’s next question and explanation  from verse 19 of Romans 10, as follows: ‘But I say, 
surely Israel did not know, did they? At the first Moses says, “I WILL MAKE YOU JEALOUS BY THAT 
WHICH IS NOT A NATION, BY A NATION WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING WILL I ANGER YOU.”’  The 
words ‘that which is not a nation’ here refers to the Israelites who were scattered into all the nations of the 
world, and do not know their identity any longer. This is in fact talking about us the remnant of the lost ten 
tribes, called out by YHVH, to make our Jewish brothers jealous, by keeping the same Torah that they do, 
with the understanding that Yahshua is the Messiah who is coming to rule us from Jerusalem. We read 
accordingly from verses 20 & 21: ‘And Isaiah is very bold and says, “I WAS FOUND BY THOSE WHO 
SOUGHT ME NOT, I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO DID NOT ASK FOR ME.” (21) But as for 
Israel He says, “ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND 
OBSTINATE PEOPLE.”’  
 

                                                           
15

 The revelation of Elohim includes His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature.  
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By now it should be abundantly clear, that we the remnant of the lost ten tribes, called out by YHVH at this 
time, should stop our anti-Semitic sentiment by continually trying to disprove the Hebrew calendar. Instead we 
should defend and encourage brother Judah, until Messiah comes to them on Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) 
one day, when they will see His hands, repent and also accept Him as their Messiah and Savior. Not only will 
the true Messiah be revealed at that time, but we the lost ten tribes or Ephraim (a name used in the Scriptures 
for the lost ten tribes), will also be revealed to them on that day. We read about this from Zechariah 12: 7 – 
10, in this way: “YHVH also will save the tents of Judah first in order that the glory of the house of 
David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be magnified above Judah. (8) In that day 
YHVH will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the one who is feeble among them in that day will 
be like David, and the house of David will be like Elohim, like the angel of Elohim before them. (This 
tells us clearly that David will be like Yahshua at that time.) (9) And it will come about in that day that I will 
set about to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. (As discussed in a previous sermon, 
this will be at the time of Yahshua’s return on Yom Teruah and save the tents of Judah first.) (10) And I will 
pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and 
supplication (forgiveness of their sin – so that their eyes will open), so that they will look on Me whom 
they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep 
bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born.”  
 
When will those hundreds of called out believers, who use the true Names of YHVH and Yahshua, 
understand Yahshua’s purpose to reconcile us to Brother Judah (our neighbor) and also to YHVH our 
heavenly Father? They do not understand that at present our role is to make Judah jealous by keeping the 
same Feast Days and Kosher laws as they do, with Spiritual understanding; and not by keeping different 
Feast Days of our own design. Jews will not get jealous if we keep Feast Days a few days different to them, 
as that to most of them, are as if we keep Xmas or any other so-called holy day, not ordained by YHVH our 
Elohim. YHVH is at this time calling people out of the world, who are prepared to follow Him fully. In fact our 
calling at this time may be compared to the parable that Yahshua told His disciples in Matthew 13: 24 – 30, as 
follows: ‘He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a man who sowed good seed in his field. (25) But while men were sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed tares also among the wheat, and went away. (26) But when the wheat sprang up and bore 
grain, then the tares became evident also. (27) And the slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 
‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ (28) And he said to them, 
‘An enemy has done this!’ And the slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us then, to go and gather them 
up?’ (29) But he said, ‘No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with 
them. (30) Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the 
reapers, “First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat 
into my barn.”’  The tares are obviously those who do not understand their calling and Messiah’s purpose to 
reconcile us to brother Judah; under the auspices of Satan, they will do everything in their power to prevent 
our reconciliation with brother Judah.  They will always find fault with our Jewish brothers, and especially with 
the Hebrew calendar, which only Moses, and the ones sitting in his seat may determine, as we read from 
Leviticus 23: 2, in this way: “Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘(YHVH)’s appointed times 
which you (Moses) shall proclaim as Set-apart convocations- My appointed times are these.’”  
 
YHVH gave His Sabbath’s and Set-apart Days to all Israel. This was the Israel that King David ruled and 
wrote about in Psalm 147: 19 & 20, in this way: ‘He declares His words to Jacob, His statutes and His 
ordinances to Israel (meaning both houses at that time). (20) He has not dealt thus with any nation; and 
as for His ordinances, they have not known them. Praise YHVH!’  However, after both Judah and Israel 
were taken captive, Israel over time lost their identity, their language, and Elohim’s teachings or Torah. Even 
though Judah was also taken captive, they returned again 70 years later. As a result they retained the words 
spoken to Jacob, mentioned in Psalm 147, as also confirmed by Nehemiah in Nehemiah 9: 14, as follows: 
“So Thou didst make known to them Thy holy Sabbath, and didst lay down for them commandments, 
statutes, and law, though they servant Moses.” Even so, we may be sure that until our Messiah’s return, 
there will always be those who do not want to acknowledge the fact that Judah is (YHVH)’s lawgiver (as is 
confirmed in Psalm 60: 7). 
 
We need to make sure that we follow the correct Feast Days and doctrines, as approved by our Master 
Yahshua Messiah, and that we do not contradict His every word by our actions. Which Feast Days did 
Yahshua keep? We read from John 4: 22 where Yahshua said to the woman at the well: “You worship that 
which you do not know; we worship that which we know, for Salvation is from the Jews.” Yes, He 
meant that He being a Jew is the Salvation of Yah – our Savior, but He also meant that the Jews know how 
and what to worship, as Rav Shaul explained in Romans 9: 1 - 5 saying: “I am telling the truth in Messiah, I 
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am not lying, my conscience bearing me witness in the Set-apart Spirit, (2) that I have great sorrow 
and unceasing grief in my heart. (3) For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from 
Messiah for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh (meaning his fellow Jews), (4) 
who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants and the 
giving of the Law and the temple services (the timing of temple services) and the promises, (5) whose 
are the fathers (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), and from whom the Messiah is according to the flesh, who 
is over all, Elohim blessed forever. Amein.” 
 
After we have discovered what (YHVH)’s will and purpose is for us, He wants us to follow Him from the heart,. 
YHVH wants us to be obedient to His word, and is not interested in sacrifices at all. King David explained this 
for us in Psalm 50, as follows: ‘El, Elohim, YHVH, has spoken, (Here David introduces us to The Divine 
Judge of the universe, by the titles and names used in the Tanach.) and summoned the earth from the 
rising of the sun to its setting. (2) Out of Zion (literally meaning Elohim’s Kingdom), the perfection of 
beauty, Elohim has shone forth. (3) May our Elohim come and not keep silence; fire devours before 
Him, and it is very tempestuous (or turbulent) around Him.  (4) He summons the heavens above, and 
the earth, to judge His people: (5) Gather My godly ones to Me, Those who have made a covenant with 
Me by sacrifice.” (This is talking about those of us called-out of the world by YHVH, who were immersed into 
Yahshua’s name and professes to obey and serve Him only.) (6) And the heavens declare His 
righteousness, for Elohim Himself is judge. Selah.  (7) “Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I 
will testify against you; I am Elohim, your Elohim. (8) I do not reprove you for your sacrifices, and 
your burnt offerings are continually before Me.  (9) I shall take no young bull out of your house, no 
male goats out of your folds. (10) For every beast of the field is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. 
(11) I know every bird of the mountains, and everything that moves in the field is Mine. (12) If I were 
hungry, I would not tell you; for the world is Mine, and all its contents. (13) Shall I eat the flesh of 
bulls, or drink the blood of male goats? (14) Offer to Elohim a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your 
vows to the Most High; (15) And call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will 
honor Me.”  We who keep  to the commandments of YHVH our Elohim, may call on Him and will be 
protected in the day of trouble, now soon to come upon the world.  
 
Those who call themselves by the Name of YHVH, but who do not want to obey His word, is warned in verses 
16  & 17 of Psalm 50(KJV) in this way: ‘But to the wicked Elohim says, “What hast thou to do to declare 
my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth? (17) Seeing thou hatest 
instruction, and castest my words behind thee.” In modern English the question reads: ‘Why mention My 
statutes, if you do not obey My words?’  Or put differently, ‘Don’t mention my commands, if you do not believe 
the Scriptures.’ Our father is not interested in how we determine His Set-apart Days, if we do not have His 
authority to do so. All He requires is that we obey His instructions clearly given in the Scriptures. 
Reconciliation with our brother Judah (who is our neighbor) is a necessary part of our calling. Rav Shaul 
referred to it as service or duty as ambassadors of Messiah in 2 Corinthians 5: 18 – 20, as follows: ‘Now all 
these things are from Elohim, who reconciled us to Himself through Messiah, and gave us a ministry 
of reconciliation, (19) namely, that Elohim was in Messiah reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. (20) 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Messiah, as though Elohim were entreating through us; we beg 
you on behalf of Messiah, be reconciled to Elohim.’ 
 
Yes, the reconciliation will eventually have to be between both houses of Israel, as we read from Ephesians 2: 
11 – 16, in this way: ‘Therefore remember, that formerly you (those of us called out of the world), the 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Un-circumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is 
performed in the flesh by human hands- (12) remember that you were at that time separated from 
Messiah, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenant of promise (given 
to Abraham), having no hope and without Elohim in the world. (13) But now in Messiah Yahshua you 
who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Messiah. (14) For He Himself is our 
peace, who made both groups (Judah and Israel) into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing 
wall, (15) by abolishing in His flesh the enmity (the curses of the Law, that we incurred by breaking the 
commandments), which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He 
might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, (16) and might reconcile them both in 
one body to Elohim through the cross, by having put to death the enmity.’ Those Nazarene/Messianic 
Israelites and likeminded believers who believe that they are going to enter the kingdom of Elohim, without 
Brother Judah, are in for a big surprise!  
 



Sundry sermons III Page 58 
 

Whether you believe that we as the remnant of the lost ten tribes will ultimately be reconciled with brother 
Judah, or not, it will happen as prophesied in Zechariah 8: 23, as follows: “Thus says YHVH of hosts, in 
those days ten men from all the nations (gentiles or those who believe that they are gentiles) will grasp 
the garment of a Jew saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that Elohim is with you.”’” Think 
about it! 
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Chapter 12: Overcoming? 
 
As those called out by YHVH we need victory over our past and future sins. This means that we need to 
overcome Satan, the world and our own human nature (or the self). Messiah’s death and resurrection gives 
us hope, as we read from 1 Corinthians 15: 12 – 20: ‘Now if Messiah is preached, that He has been raised 
from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? (13) But if there 
is no resurrection of the dead, not even Messiah has been raised; (14) and if Messiah has not been 
raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. (15) Moreover we are even found to be false 
witnesses of Elohim, because we witnessed against Elohim that He raised Messiah whom He did not 
raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. (16) For if the dead are not raised, not even Messiah has been 
raised; (17) and if Messiah has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 
(18)Then those also who have fallen asleep in Messiah have perished. (19) If we have hoped in 
Messiah in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. (20) But now Messiah has been raised 
from the dead. The first fruit(s) of those who are asleep.’ 
 
Messiah is our perfect example of how we will one day, if we make it, be resurrected into the Kingdom of 
Elohim. Our hope is therefore in a High Priest who abides forever as we read in Hebrews 7: 23 & 24: ‘And 
the former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers, because they were prevented by 
death from continuing, (24) but He, on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His 
priesthood permanently.’  Yes, we have a fantastic future awaiting us in the Kingdom of Elohim, and with 
the help of the Set-apart Spirit indwelling us, we should be able to make it. Knowing this should inspire us to 
overcome Satan, our human nature and the world (or society), but we need to know that it will require a 
tremendous effort on our part to receive the crown spoken about by Rav Shaul in 2 Timothy 4: 8. To fully 
understand our ongoing struggle, let’s discuss the areas of concern, here below:  
 
A. Our first priority is to overcome Satan: 
 

 Satan is presently ruling this world, as we read from 2 Corinthians 4: 4, as follows: ‘in whose case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the 
gospel of the esteem of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim.’ We read further from 1 John 5: 19 that 
the whole world is under the influence of Satan, in this way: ‘We know that we are of Elohim, and the 
whole world lies in the power of the evil one.’   
 

 It is therefore important that we overcome Satan, as we read 1 John 2: 13 & 14 as follows: ‘I am writing 
to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I am writing to you, 
young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I have written to you, children, because you 
know the Father. (14) I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 
beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of Elohim 
abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.’ When evil thoughts come into your mind, we 
need to replace it with good thoughts. We need to be positive and practice righteousness by keeping 
Elohim’s commandments, if we want to overcome Satan. We read from Philippians 4: 6 - 9: ‘Be anxious 
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to Elohim. (7) And the peace of Elohim, which surpasses all comprehension, shall 
guard your hearts and your minds in Messiah Yahshua. (8) Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is 
any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. (9) The 
things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me practice these things; and the 
Elohim of peace shall be with you.’ As human beings we cannot stand against evil spiritual forces. The 
only way that we are able to withstand such evil forces, is to practice righteousness, then our Father shall 
be with us and help us stand against evil forces of darkness. It might sound a bit like Catholicism, but 
reciting a Spiritual prayer, such as the Shema (Deuteronomy 6: 4 & 5), does avert evil forces, as will be 
seen later in this sermon. 
 

 However, in James 4: 6 & 7 we read: ‘But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “Elohim is 
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble (or teachable).” (7) Submit therefore to 
Elohim. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.’ YHVH wants us to humble ourselves before Him 
like little children – He wants us to be teachable and learn from His teachings (Torah). If we submit to 
YHVH and learn from His Torah, then we will be able to resist Satan. It is by knowing the Scriptures and 
what to answer Satan, that Yahshua overcame him. When He was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, 
Satan quoted from The Scriptures to tempt Yahshua to jump from the pinnacle of the temple, but 
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Yahshua refuted him by quoting from Matthew 4: 7 as follows: ‘Yahshua said to him, “On the other 
hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put YHVH your Elohim to the test.’” 
 

 In Ephesians 6: 11 we read that we need to: ‘Put on the full armor of Elohim, that you may be able to 
stand firm against the schemes of the devil.’ The full armor of Elohim is given in verses 14 through 17 
of Ephesians 6, (paraphrased) as follows:  In verse 14 we read about having girded your loins with truth 
(Torah), put on the breast plate of righteousness; In verse 15 we read about having shod your feet with 
the preparation of the Gospel of peace; In verse 16 we read about taking up the shield of faith with which 
you are able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of Satan; In verse 17 we read about taking the helmet 
of salvation and the sword of the spirit which is the word of Elohim. In addition we are admonished in 
verse 18 to pray at all times in the Spirit.  

 
B. Secondly we need to overcome the world and society: 
 

 Even though we are very blessed in having many earthly possessions, we must be careful not to love the 
world and its cultures and societies. In 1 John 2: 15 – 17 we read: ‘Do not love the world, nor the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (16) For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not 
from the Father, but is from the world. (17) And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but 
the one who does the will of Elohim abides forever.’ Here we also see that if we want to live forever in 
the Kingdom of Elohim we need to do the Father’s will. We read further from 1 John 5: 2 – 4, as follows: 
‘By this we know that we love the children of Elohim, when we love Elohim and observe His 
commandments. (3) For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome. (4) For whatever is born (or more correctly: begotten) of 
Elohim overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.’  

 

 We have many pressures in the world, but we need to take courage, since in Yahshua we have peace, as 
He said in John 16: 33, in this way: “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” 

 

 We are known as Nazarene Israel – The name Israel was given to Jacob, our father in the faith. In 
Genesis 32: 28 we see why his name was changed: ‘And he said, “Your name shall no longer be 
Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with Elohim and with men and have prevailed (or 
overcome).” If we like Yahshua and father Jacob overcome, we will become rulers over the nations in the 
Kingdom of Elohim, as we read in Revelation 2: 26 ‘And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My 
deeds until the end, to HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS.’ 

 
C. Finally we need to overcome our human nature (the self): 
 

 Human nature is essentially evil as we read in Jeremiah 17: 9 (KJV) “The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?”  
 

 Rav. Shaul tells us in Romans 7: 15 – 25 that there is nothing good dwelling in us and that only Yahshua 
is able to save us from the body of death as follows: ‘For that which I am doing, I do not understand; 
for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. (16) But if I do 
the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that it is good. (17) So now, no 
longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells me. (18) For I know that nothing good dwells 
in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. (19) 
For the good that I wish I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish. (20) But if I am 
doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. (21) 
I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good. (22) For I 
joyfully concur with the Law of Elohim in the inner man, (23) but I see a different law in the 
members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the 
law of sin which is in my members. (24) Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the 
body of the death? (25) Thanks be to Elohim through Messiah Yahshua our Master! So then, on 
the one hand I myself with my mind serving the Law of Elohim, but on the other, with my flesh the 
law of sin.’ 

 
The question is: How can we overcome our sinful ways? If we study the Scriptures carefully we will discover 
two keys to overcoming, as follows:  
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The first key is that we should love Elohim with everything that we have – only then will we be able to 
overcome our sins. Yes, we are also supposed to love our neighbor. But we are only supposed to love our 
neighbor as ourselves.  However, we need to understand why it is so important to love Elohim more than we 
love ourselves.  We need to love Elohim with all our heart, and with all our soul and with all our might; He is 
spiritual and eternal; we are flesh and blood human beings, and therefore only temporal. Only Elohim can 
give us eternal life. That was Elohim’s intention when He created Adam and Eve in the beginning; and even 
after they failed, His contingency plan that the Creator of the Universe died for the sins of the world shows 
why He made us in His image. 
 
We need to understand fully, that everything we have and are comes from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation, or shifting shadow. Everything, mentioned here includes every physical thing, which is 
only temporary, but also everything that is eternal. This is paraphrased from James 1: 17, which is followed by 
the most astounding statement in verse 18, as follows:  ‘In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by 
the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.’ Yes, our calling 
is by the will of Elohim, who wants us to follow Him with everything we have. The promise is, if we do, we will 
like Yahshua become first fruits among His creatures. But the choice remains ours. We continue to read from 
verses 19 – 22, in this way: ‘This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, 
slow to speak and slow to anger; (20) for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of 
Elohim. (21) Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility 
receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. (22) But prove yourselves doers of the 
word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.’ 
 
 Elohim offers us a wonderful future, but we need a relationship with Him to get there – without a close 
spiritual relationship with Elohim, those of us called at this time, will go to the grave and be forgotten, as 
explained in Ecclesiastes 9: 5, as follows: ‘For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know 
anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten.’ It is important that 
especially those of us, who are called, do everything in our power to serve YHVH Elohim who called us to 
become His future children. We read accordingly from verse 10 of Ecclesiastes 9, ‘Whatever your hand 
finds to do, verily, do it with all your might; for there is no activity or planning or wisdom in Sheol (the 
grave) where you are going.’ Yes, we need to do what we can in this life, to qualify to be in the Kingdom of 
Elohim. 
 
The second key is to ask Elohim for faith, as faith the inheritance promised by Him, focuses our desire on 
something that even though we cannot see it yet, is far more important and permanent, as explained in 
Hebrews 11: 1, in this way: ‘Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.’ Faith is an important substance in our calling, and without it we cannot please Elohim, as we read from 
Hebrews 11: 6, as follows: ‘And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to Elohim 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.’ When the worries of this 
world is getting you down, ask Elohim for faith to trust in Him and His promises of a perfect world in His 
coming Kingdom, as we read from Philippians 4: 6, in this way: ‘Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to Elohim.’ 
 
If we have faith in and rely on Yahshua our Messiah, we will make it into the kingdom of Elohim. Faith in self 
might be faith in our physical and mental abilities, but faith in YHVH becomes a matter of the heart – in other 
words it is on the Spiritual level. Faith is like the commandments of Elohim on a whole different level, as we 
read from Romans 7: 12 – 14, as follows: ‘So then, the Law is set-apart, and the commandment is holy 
and righteous and good. (13) Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death to Me? May it 
never be! Rather is was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through 
that which is good, that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. (14) For we know 
that the Law is spiritual; but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin.’ When we practice righteousness, 
such as keeping the commandments, we move and communicate at a Spiritual level. We might not realize 
that every time we partake of kosher food, or when we do not cook meat and milk products together, YHVH is 
pleased with our actions.  It is a Spiritual union with YHVH, our Jewish brothers and fellow believers when we 
all light Sabbath candles at 6:15 pm on Friday evening at the same time with thousands of other believers. It 
is also a Spiritual union with YHVH and fellow believers when we include the Shema in our prayers every 
morning and evening as commanded. But it is even more of a Spiritual union with YHVH, and Judah – those 
who worship YHVH, when we sing the first hymn at the opening night of the annual Feast of Tabernacles, as 
we read from Isaiah 30: 29, in this way: ‘You will have songs as in the night when you keep the festival; 
and gladness of heart as when one marches to the sound of the flute, to go to the mountain (the 
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government) of YHVH, to the Rock of Israel.’ If you have never been to a Feast of Tabernacles with about 
2000 fellow believers in attendance at the same feast site, knowing that there are at least 140 000 like-
minded believers and millions of Jews keeping the Feast with you, you cannot appreciate the excitement and 
joy experienced when all start singing the words from Zechariah 14

16
. 

 
When we remember and are totally aware of our every action, trying to serve Elohim, He is pleased with us. 
When those who come from Christianity, start keeping the Sabbath and Feast Days of Elohim, He is pleased 
with their actions. But so is YHVH also pleased with us when we keep the Feast Days of Elohim, according to 
a calendar that He ordained in the Scriptures. We need to realize that the Feast Days of Elohim and other 
commandments are all Spiritual in nature. We need to stop arguing about these commandments and try to 
determine how and when to keep them correctly. No-where in the Scriptures are we told to compute our own 
calendars. Even if we consider ourselves to be more intelligent than other calendar experts, we need to follow 
the way of Elohim, given in the Scriptures. The Scriptures clearly state that the Jews are responsible to 
determine the timing of Elohim’s Feast Days, and that should be sufficient for us. It is like circumcision; we 
should only be circumcised if we want to obey Elohim fully from the heart, because those who are 
circumcised are supposed to keep all the Torah applicable to them. True circumcision, even though it is 
physical should be from the heart, by the Spirit, as it is not seen by the world.  
 
It is only if we are led by the Spirit and not by our own intellect that we become children of Elohim, as we read 
from Romans 8: 14, 16 & 17 ‘For all who are being led by the Spirit of Elohim, these are sons of Elohim. 
(16) The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of Elohim, (17) and if children, 
heirs also, heirs of Elohim and fellow heirs with Messiah, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we 
may also be glorified with Him.’ But, we should not have so-called ‘blind-faith’, i.e. only believe what we are 
told by so-called religious leaders. No, our faith as first fruits should be based on the word of Elohim and not 
on the intelligence of any teacher. It is when our faith is based on the Spiritual plane, that we truly honor the 
Name of our heavenly Father.  
 
We conclude by reading Rav Shaul’s words from Romans 8: 18 – 27 as follows: ‘For I consider that the 
suffering of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to 
us. (19) For the anxious longing of creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of Elohim.  (20) 
For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in 
hope (21) that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of 
the glory of the children of Elohim. (22) For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the 
pains of childbirth together until now. (23) And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our body. (24) For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not 
hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees? (25) But if we hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it. (26) And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for 
we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words; (27) and He who searches the heart knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
intercedes for the saints (believers) according to the will of Elohim.’ HalleluYah! 

                                                           
16

 For those not familiar with this song,  herewith the words  of the Hymn we used to sing at the opening night of the Feast 
of Tabernacles: 

Behold, the day will come. (Zechariah 14) 
1. ‘Behold, the day will come; the day of YHVH our El! He shall bring all nations in that day against Jerusalem. 

They shall take the city and share the spoil in the very midst of them; Then our El Eternal shall go forth and 
shall fight against our foes! 

2. In that great day of El our Yah shall stand on earth! On the Mount of Olives He shall stand and the mount 
shall cleave in two! There shall be a valley of mammoth size; by the valley you shall flee; For our El Eternal 
shall be King and shall rule over all the earth! 

3. In that great day of El it will be neither day nor night; But at even time it shall be light; it shall be one day to 
El! Out from Zion shall living waters flow, to the east and to the west; Then our El Eternal shall be King; in 
that day shall there be one El! 

4. Behold, that day shall come when all nations shall obey! Those of all the nations that are left to Jerusalem 
shall go; They shall even go there from year to year, and shall keep the feast of booths; There shall be one 
El, the Eternal, who is King over all the earth!’ 

This song is the copyright property of the World-wide Church of G-d and is mentioned here, simply to try and give fellow 
believers an idea of the joy and gladness we used to experience, when attending the Feast Days with them. However, 
because we are according to Exodus 23: 13, not to mention the name of other gods, we changed the titles ‘the Lord’ and 
‘G-d’ to ‘YHVH’ and ‘El’. 
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Chapter 13: What is the value of human life? 
 

We read from Genesis 1: 26 & 27, ‘Then Elohim said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth. (27) And Elohim created 
man in His own image, in the image of Elohim He created him; male and female He created them.”’  
We read further from verse 7 of Genesis 2, ‘Then YHVH Elohim formed man of dust from the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being (or soul).’  From the creation 
account in Genesis 1, it is clear that man is the only being in the entire Universe that was created and made 
in the image and likeness of YHVH our Elohim. Yes, we are composed of body, soul and spirit, like our 
Heavenly Father YHVH Elohim.  
 
Do you fully understand what this means? Rav Shaul quoting from Psalm 8 explained in Hebrews 2: 6 – 10, 
as follows: ‘But one has testified somewhere, saying, “WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU REMEMBEREST 
HIM? OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU ART CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? (7) THOU HAST MADE HIM 
FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; THOU HAST CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND 
HONOR, AND HAST APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; (8) THOU HAST PUT ALL 
THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.” For in subjecting all things to him (meaning us), He left 
nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.  (9) But we 
do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Yahshua, because of 
the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of Elohim He might taste death 
for everyone.  (10) For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.’ It is clear 
that even though we are presently made from dust, our ultimate destiny is to become spiritual sons (and 
daughters) of YHVH our Elohim.  
 
Even if this sounds too incredible to be true, you and I were created to be changed into spirit beings as the 
immortal children of YHVH our Elohim, as we read from one of the most inspiring passages that Rav Shaul 
wrote, in Romans 8: 16 &17, in this way: ‘The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of Elohim, (17) and if children, heirs also, heirs of Elohim and fellow heirs with Messiah, if 
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.’  Continuing in verses 19 to 
21, we read: ‘For the anxious longing of creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of Elohim. 
(20) For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, 
in hope (21) that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom 
of the glory of the children of Elohim.’ According to 1 Corinthians 15: 42 – 44, YHVH will ultimately change 
our bodies from flesh to spirit, as follows: ‘So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable 
body, it is raised an imperishable body; (43) it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power; (44) it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual body.’  In verses 50 to 53, we see that to achieve our potential, we 
must be changed through a resurrection ‘and this mortal must put on immortality.’ This thought is 
concluded in verse 54, with the declaration: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
 
Knowing that we were created and made in the image of Elohim, should help us understand the Oneness of 
Elohim, as confirmed by Rav Shaul in Romans 1: 19 – 20, in this way: ‘Because that which is known about 
Elohim is evident within them; for Elohim made it evident to them. (20) For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes

17
, His eternal power

18
 and divine nature

19
, have been clearly seen, being 

understood through what has been made (us), so that they are without excuse. Mankind is the main 
focus of creation; YHVH made everything for us and our use and places tremendous value on each and every 
one of us His created children, but most are totally oblivious of these truths, all recorded in the Scriptures.  
Most do not even begin to understand how much YHVH has invested in us, and it is for that reason that they 
are not interested in giving Him more than an hour of their precious time per week. 
 
Have you ever questioned why you are on the earth? Does life here on earth have real meaning for you? Do 
you know that the answers to these questions are all contained in the Scriptures? The Scriptures is a spiritual 
guide not only telling us how to live, but also why we are here; if only we are prepared to study and believe 
the same. It is as Yahshua said in John 6: 63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 

                                                           
17

 Elohim is invisible: 1Timothy 1: 17. 
18

 Yahshua is the power of Elohim: 1 Corinthians 1: 24. 
19

 The Set-apart Spirit is the divine nature of Elohim. 
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words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.”  YHVH gave us His teachings so that we may 
ultimately have eternal life, as His spiritual children – He gave us His commandments for our own good. 
Turning to the Ten Commandments, we read the main focus of the first commandment from Exodus 20: 3, as 
follows: “You shall have no other elohim before (or besides) Me.” The relationship that YHVH wants with 
us is that of a Father with His children. It is very important to understand Elohim’s character, as He wants to 
create the same character in us. We read about this from 2 Peter 1: 2 – 4, as follows: ‘Grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in the knowledge of Elohim and of Yahshua our Master; seeing that His divine power 
has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His precious and 
magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.’ Our Father wants us to develop righteous character 
so that we may ultimately fulfill our human potential, of becoming His children – who will rule as kings and 
priests under Yahshua during the millennium and on into eternity. We also read about this in 1 John 3: 1 – 3, 
as follows: ‘See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children 
of Elohim; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
Beloved, now we are children of Elohim, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know 
that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. And everyone 
who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.’  
 
Even so, there is an important relationship between the first and the sixth commandments. It is only by 
acknowledging that there is a Creator who fashioned every human being in His image, can we explain 
sensibly why eating meat and killing insects is any different from taking the life of a fellow human being. 
Without knowing the difference, we should all be either vegetarians or serial killers. This is perhaps also the 
reason why human life has become very cheap today. Criminals do not only steal their victims’ possessions 
today, but also take their lives in the process. Our daily newspapers are full of crime and violence and the 
murder of the day is usually the first topic featured in newspapers and TV programs. Random killings by 
gangsters are threatening many communities around the world. In addition many view an unwanted 
pregnancy as an inconvenience and millions of unborn babies are killed throughout the world, annually. 
 
Not a week goes past here in South Africa or we read about another farmer and his wife who have been 
murdered. We often read about youngsters being murdered for their cell phones or their lunch money. But 
what is even worse is that some get killed because of an angry word or because of a facial expression.  As 
human beings our Creator commands that we love Him with all our heart, soul and might, and our neighbor as 
ourselves. But, how many of us truly love ourselves? The point is; if we truly love ourselves, we will follow 
Elohim’s commandments about what to eat and how to live, as it is for our own good. If we truly love 
ourselves, will we stop poisoning ourselves and others with cigarette smoke and foods containing harmful 
substances? The commandments given in Torah are all for our good and YHVH gave it to us because He 
wants us to eventually become like Him.  
 
We have recently covered the details of the design of the tabernacle in the wilderness, as well as the temple 
that King Solomon built.  The Tabernacle that the Israelites constructed in the wilderness comprised three 
main areas, known as the Courtyard; the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. The bronze laver stood in the 
Courtyard, where those entering the Tabernacle washed their hands and feet, slaughter the animals and 
offered on the Altar of Burnt Offering. This was the ‘physical’ area of the Tabernacle where the resources of 
the physical world were offered in man’s service of Elohim. The Holy Place housed the golden menorah; the 
golden table with showbread; and the altar of incense. The Holy of Holies was the abode of the Ark of the 
Covenant. The High Priest entered the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement, once a year. The children of 
Israel built the first prototype following the instructions given to Moses at Mount Sinai. When the final pillar, 
tapestry and partition had been fixed in position, Elohim made His presence dwell in the Tabernacle, 
empowering the nation of Israel to replicate its three domains in the three chambers of their lives, namely: 
their Bodies, Souls and Spirits. YHVH through the prophet Ezekiel explained the reason for giving the intricate 
details of the Temple in Ezekiel 43: 10 & 11, as follows: “As for you, son of man, describe the temple to 
the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities; and let them measure the plan. (11) 
And if they are ashamed of all they have done, make known to them the design of the house, its 
structure, its exits, its entrances, all its designs, all its statutes, and all its Laws. And write it in their 
sight, so that they may observe its whole design and all its statutes, and do them.” If we remind 
ourselves that Elohim is concerned with the details of the Temple, then we will be thoroughly embarrassed by 
the detail in which we transgress His Torah. We will accordingly also be very careful to keep the Torah in 
detail and always be aware of what we eat and put into our bodies, as we are required to obey YHVH our 
Elohim in every detail of the Law.  
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The Shechinah glory or Divine Presence of Elohim left the Temple that King Solomon built never to return to 
the subsequent temples built in the Promised Land. The temple described in Ezekiel 43 is the millennial 
temple to which the Shechinah glory (or more correctly the esteem) of Elohim will one day return, because 
His esteem will be manifest in fullness in the Kingdom of Elohim. The millennial temple will be a Set-apart 
place, protected from the harlotry that the Israelites conducted as described in 2 Kings 23: 7 and the 
defilement by the corpses of their kings, which the Israelites allowed in the temple area, as described in 
Ezekiel 43: 7 & 9. By considering the plans of the future temple, YHVH wanted the nation to consider how 
much they lost through their sins and unseemliness. The details of the temple should also move those of us 
who read this prophecy to repentance of our sinful ways of the past.  However, since the ecclesia of called out 
believers are also referred to as the temple of Elohim, this portion of Scripture should motivate us to be 
careful how we live, i.e. only to eat what is considered Kosher according to the teachings of Elohim; but also 
ensure that our sexual behavior and language are in accordance with the teachings of Elohim. In fact the 
teachings of Elohim should regulate what we eat; our agricultural science; our financial success, our sexual 
behavior and religious practice.  
 
Having said that, let’s return to our original question, i.e. what is the value of human life? We read from John 
3: 16, “For Elohim so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  In fact Yahshua confirmed that Elohim loves all of His 
creation and even takes care of the least of them, as we read from Luke 12; 6 & 7, in this way: “Are not five 
sparrows sold for two cents? And yet not one of them is forgotten before Elohim. (7) Indeed, the very 
hairs on your head are all numbered. Do not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows.” Having 
read Torah a number of times, we recall how a human life is valued. Leviticus 27: 1 - 4 states:  ‘Again, YHVH 
spoke to Moses saying, (2) “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When a man makes a 
difficult vow, he shall be valued according to your valuation of persons belonging to YHVH.  (3) If your 
valuation is of the male from twenty years even to sixty years old, then your valuation shall be fifty 
shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary. (4) Or if it is a female, then your valuation shall be 
thirty shekels.’” 
 
However, we see that when Judas Iscariot betrayed Yahshua, he asked of those who wanted to kill Him in 
Matthew 26:  14, ‘“What are you willing to give me to deliver Him up to you? And they weighted out to 
him thirty pieces of silver.”’  But why did they value Yahshua at only thirty pieces of silver?  Yahshua was 
sold for thirty shekels of silver, the price of a woman, suggesting that His was the price of His bride, since His 
bride was the one needing to be redeemed. We read further about this account from Matthew 27: 3 – 10, as 
follows: ‘Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse 
and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, (4) saying, “I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to that yourself!” (5) And he threw 
the pieces of silver into the sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. (6) And 
the chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the temple 
treasury, since it is the price of blood.” (7) And they counseled together and with the money bought 
the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. (8) For this reason that field has been called the Field 
of Blood to this day. (9) Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, 
saying, “AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE 
HAD BEEN SET by the sons of Israel; (10) AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER’S FIELD, AS 
YHVH DIRECTED ME.’ We read in a prophecy about Yahshua’s betrayal from Zechariah 11: 12 & 13, in this 
way: ‘And I said to them, “If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!” So 
they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages. (13) Then YHVH said to me, “Throw it to the 
potter, that magnificent price at which I was valued by them.”  So I took the thirty shekels of silver and 
threw them to the potter in the house of YHVH.’  
 
Yes, Messiah, the Son of Elohim, was Elohim in the flesh, as is confirmed in Isaiah 40: 18, as follows: ‘To 
whom then will you liken Elohim? Or what likeness will you compare with Him? In comparison with 
YHVH our Elohim, the value of the entire human population is as nothing, as we read from verses 17 of Isaiah 
40, in this way: ‘All the nations are as nothing before Him, they are regarded by Him as less than 
nothing and meaningless.’  This is also the reason why we read from Psalms 49: 7 & 15, ‘No man can by 
any means redeem his brother, or give to Elohim a ransom for him— (15) But Elohim will redeem my 
soul (life) from the power of Sheol (the grave); for He will receive me.’  Only YHVH is able to redeem us 
from the second death, as only His life is worth more than the lives of all mankind together, as we read 
fittingly from verses 8 & 9 of Psalms 49, ‘For the redemption of his (man’s) soul is costly, and he should 
cease trying forever— (9) That he should live on eternally; that he should not undergo decay.’ This 
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refers to both our promised inheritance of eternal life, as well as the fact that Yahshua our perfect example did 
not undergo decay in the grave.  
 
Most of us as parents can identify with the value of life? Perhaps not all of us experienced an occasion where 
a child of ours was involved in a major accident, which could cost his/her very life. Immediately upon hearing 
of such an accident, or when we realized how serious it was, we started calling on YHVH our Elohim for His 
intervention. It is the same, when a friend or brother is diagnosed with a serious illness – we are absolutely 
shocked and immediately turn to YHVH the only One to help us in such situations.  These situations are 
almost too difficult for us to bear, and we rightly turn to YHVH, as we are assured in 1 John 4: 9 & 10, ‘By this 
the love of Elohim was manifested in us, that Elohim sent His only begotten Son into the world so that 
we might live through Him. (10) In this is love, not that we loved Elohim, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.’ 
 
At this time before the annual Passover, we are reminded again of Elohim’s love for us. Even Elohim, could 
not overlook the seriousness of our sins and the enormous consequences which resulted from the laws that 
He put in place. His sacrifice of what was so precious to Him shows how much He values each and every one 
of us. It is time that we realize that every human being who is alive today, as well as everyone who ever lived 
is a potential child of Elohim, created and made in His image, and start treating them accordingly. Baruch 
HaShem YHVH! 
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Chapter 14: Yahshua Messiah our Passover. 
 

At immersion a new believer is asked whether he/she accepts Yahshua the Messiah as his/her personal 
Passover. Why is Yahshua the Messiah called our Passover? The answer to this question is found in 1 
Corinthians 5: 7, as follows: ‘Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in 
fact unleavened. For Yahshua our Passover also has been sacrificed.’ This tells us that there is a definite 
connection between the sacrifice of Yahshua our Messiah and the Passover that we as Nazarene 
Jews/Israelites keep annually. The question on the lips of many a new believer who comes into our faith from 
other religions, is: What do you mean by Passover?  
 
The original Passover is found in the account of the Exodus, when the nation of Israel left Egypt where they 
were enslaved by the Pharaohs, after the death of Joseph. Moses, who lived in Egypt for forty years, had to 
flee for his life after he accidentally killed an Egyptian who was mistreating a fellow Israelite. Moses escaped 
to the mountainous region of the land of Midian east of Egypt. On arriving in that country Moses was met by a 
young shepherdess whom he helped to draw water for her father’s sheep. She took him home with her, where 
Moses met her father Reuel, also known as Jethro. Moses eventually married Jethro’s daughter Zipporah and 
they had two sons. In the meantime conditions in Israel became worse. The Pharaoh had died whose 
daughter adopted Moses and the Pharaohs who succeeded him were even crueler. The suffering Israelites 
begged Elohim to free them from the Egyptians, and He responded.  
 
After Moses was in Midian for about forty years, when walking on a mountain one day, saw a bush on fire, 
and even though it burned like a torch, no part of the bush burned up. When he walked closer YHVH spoke to 
him from the burning bush, as we read from Exodus 3: 5, as follows: Then He said, “Do not come near 
here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ 
Notice that Moses was walking on the mountain during the day, and was most probably wearing some sort of 
a head covering to protect his head from the harsh middle-eastern sun, but other than the churches of today, 
YHVH did not tell him to remove his head covering to come into His presence, but instead tells Moses to 
remove his sandals. YHVH then proceeded to inform Moses that He wanted him and his brother Aaron to 
lead the nation of Israel out of Egypt.  

YHVH displayed his power to deliver the Israelites from slavery in Egypt through a series of plagues. After 
nine plagues YHVH gave Israel special instructions through Moses and Aaron about the final plague. The 
children of Israel had to follow a series of steps to the letter to escape this final plague (Exodus 12). On the 
10th day of the first month, each head of a family had to select a lamb or goat large enough to feed his family. 
The lamb was to be a male lamb a year old, without any blemish or defect. This lamb had to be kept until the 
fourteenth day of the same month at which time it was to be killed at twilight. The blood of this lamb was to be 
taken and put on the two doorposts and lintel of the house in which they eat it. The Israelites had to eat the 
lamb the same night, roasted with fire, and they had to eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The 
lamb had to be eaten in haste, whilst the partakers had their loins girded, with sandals on their feet and with 
staff in hand. YHVH told the Israelites that this night He would kill all the firstborn of Egypt to convince 
Pharaoh to let the Israelites go from slavery. The firstborn of Israel would be protected if the sign of the blood 
were seen on their houses, as we read from Exodus 12: 12 & 13, in this way: ‘For I will go through the land 
of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 
and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments—I am YHVH. (13) And the blood shall be a 
sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no 
plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.’ 

We read from verses 29 and 30 of Exodus 12, that this frightening event happened exactly as YHVH told 
Moses, as follows: ‘Now it came about at midnight (the same night) that YHVH struck all the first-born in 
the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the first-born of the captive 
who was in the dungeon, and all the first born of cattle. (30) And Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all 
his servants and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was no home where 
there was not someone dead.’  Can you imagine, at least one dead in every home; the dead must have 
numbered hundreds of thousands. Because Pharaoh ignored most of the previous warnings that YHVH gave 
him through Moses, he had to learn the hard way; YHVH the Elohim of Israel was not an Elohim, to be played 
with, as He set His people free. Even though the original Passover took place thousands of years ago, there 
are important lessons for all of us to learn from what happened at that time. Elohim called the lamb to be 
scarified that night, ‘a Passover sacrificed to YHVH’, as may be read from verses 11 and 27 of Exodus 12. 
YHVH called it the Passover lamb, because He said in verse 13, ‘when I see the blood I will pass over you, 
and no plague will befall you to destroy you’. 



Sundry sermons III Page 68 
 

At the time when the Israelites took part of the original Passover, they did not realize that this event pointed to 
an event many years into the future, when Yahshua the Messiah would be sacrificed for the sins of His people 
Israel. In fact Rav Shaul used similar words to those quoted above to describe Yahshua’s death for the sins of 
the world. The reason for this being that in the original Passover, the lamb sacrificed for those first-born who 
partook of it, would be spared from death. If the Israelites failed to obey YHVH exactly as He described to 
them, their first born-family members and animals would have perished with the Egyptians.  So we see that 
the lamb was sacrificed specifically to spare the first-born among the Israelites from death. If those of us 
called by YHVH at this time make it into the kingdom of Elohim, we would be resurrected or changed at 
Yahshua’s return, to become part of the first-fruits or first-born from the dead, like our Master Yahshua who is 
already the first-born from the dead.  

When Rav Shaul wrote the words quoted already in 1 Corinthians 5: 7, he wrote it specifically to the members 
of an ecclesia in Corinth, who were allowing a fellow member to continue with a terrible sexual sin. One of the 
members of the ecclesia was in an immoral relationship with his father’s wife (i.e. his stepmother), something 
more common in the TV soapies, such as ‘The bold and the beautiful’, today (see 1 Corinthians 5: 1). In this 
case Rav Shaul chastised the whole ecclesia and commanded that they expel the sinner immediately, unless 
his sin spreads and contaminates the entire community, like leaven that makes dough rise, as we read from 1 
Corinthians 5: 2 – 6, in this way: ‘And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in 
order that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst. (3) For I, on my part, 
though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as 
though I were present. (4) In the name of our Master Yahshua, when you are assembled, and I with 
you in spirit, with the power of our Master Yahshua, (5) I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan 
for the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Master Yahshua. (6)  Your 
boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?’  

But what did Rav Shaul mean by saying the words in verse 7, ‘For Messiah our Passover also has been 
sacrificed.’  It is obvious that he meant that Yahshua’s sacrifice was not made in vain – and that they should 
not take it lightly. The Corinthians did not fully understand the significance of Messiah’s sacrif ice; they did not 
realize that once Yahshua died for their sins, and they repented from breaking Elohim’s Torah commands, 
they were supposed to get rid of their former sinful habits. In fact he (Rav Shaul) clarified it for them in 1 
Corinthians 6: 9 -11, in this way: ‘Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of Elohim? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
homosexuals, (10) nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall 
inherit the kingdom of Elohim. (11) And such were some of you, but you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Master Yahshua Messiah, and in the Spirit of 
Elohim.’ 

Rav Shaul and the other apostles understood that the Passover lamb sacrificed for the original Passover, 
prefigured Yahshua’s sacrifice as our Passover lamb, as we read from Hebrews 9: 26 - 28, as follows: 
‘Otherwise, He (Yahshua) would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but 
now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. (27) And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, (28) 
so Messiah also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many (not all), shall appear a second 
time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.’  Because of our sinful lives, 
we like the ancient Israelites and in fact also the Egyptians, all of mankind has earned the death penalty, as it 
says in Romans 6: 23, in this way: ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of Elohim is eternal life 
in Messiah Yahshua our Master.’  

In the same way as the original Passover lamb saved the first-born in Israel from death, so did Yahshua’s 
sacrifice removed the death penalty due to us for breaking the commandments, as we read from Colossians 
2: 13 & 14, as follows: ‘And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, (14) having 
cancelled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and 
He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.’ In fact this is confirmed in Ephesians 1: 7, in 
this way: ‘In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of His grace.’  In fact when Yahshua went to Yochanan the Immerser to be immersed by him, 
Yochanan said in John 1: 29, “Behold, the Lamb of Elohim who takes away the sin of the world!”  The 
second witness of this is found in Revelation 13: 8 (NIV) where we read: ‘All inhabitants of the earth will 
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worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb 
that was slain from the creation of the world.’ 

We read from Exodus 12: 5, ‘Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from 
the sheep or from the goats.’ This was representative of the spiritual spotlessness of Yahshua our Messiah, 
as we read from 1 Peter 2: 20 – 24, in this way: ‘For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly 
treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it, this finds favor 
with Elohim. (21) For you have been called for this purpose, since Messiah also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, (22) WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY 
DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; (23) and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; (24) And 
He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; 
for by His wounds you were healed.’ 

We also see that even in the way in which the original Passover lamb was to be killed was representative of 
the way in which Yahshua was put to death. We read from Exodus 12: 46, as follows: “It is to be eaten in a 
single house; you are not to bring forth any flesh outside the house, nor are you to break any bone of 
it.’  Despite the fact that it was common practice at crucifixions during the time in which Yahshua lived, to 
break the legs of suffering criminals to hasten their death, we read from John 19: 36, ‘For these things came 
to pass, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, “NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.”’ As 
mentioned in a previous sermon, Isaiah prophesied about Yahshua’s death in Isaiah 53: 7, in this way: ‘He 
was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to 
slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.’ This was 
fulfilled by Messiah in Matthew 27: 12, as follows: ‘And while He was being accused by the chief priests 
and the elders, He made no answer.’ 
 
Without Yahshua’s death as our Passover, we would be relegated to everlasting (or the second) death. We 
would be totally without hope of ever being reconciled to YHVH our Elohim.  We need to realize that we 
cannot come before our Father YHVH without the blood of Yahshua our Messiah. This was depicted literally 
when the veil of the temple was torn in two just prior to Yahshua’s death, giving us direct access to the Holy of 
Holies or the Throne of YHVH as we read from Luke 23: 44 – 46, in this way: ‘And it was now about the 
sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour, (45) the sun being obscured; 
and the veil of the temple was torn in two. (46) And Yahshua crying out with a loud voice said, 
“Father, INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” And having said this, He breathed His last.’ Without 
Yahshua’s death we would not have access to the Set-apart Spirit, and without the Set-apart Spirit indwelling 
us we would have no chance of being resurrected ever again.  In addition there would have been no reason 
for YHVH to call us at this time to be His first-fruits, and we would never have known the plan of YHVH for the 
Salvation of all mankind. It was for this very reason that Rav Shaul admonished the Corinthians to repent; 
stop sinning immediately and get rid of the leaven (or sin) in their lives.  
 
At this time before the annual Passover we should be stirred to action and repent of those sins which so beset 
us. Let us replace those bad habits with habits pleasing to YHVH. Let’s remember the words of Rav Shaul in 
the last part of 1 Corinthians 5: 7 & 8, as follows: ‘For Messiah our Passover also has been sacrificed. (8) 
Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.’   Baruch HaShem YHVH!  
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Chapter 15: Respect for Elohim? 
 
Listening to a program on the radio this morning, it was most disconcerting to realize how little respect the 
average South African has for Elohim and His word? A tremendous loss of faith occurred in Europe and the 
U. K. after World War II; so much so that even a few Jews started doubting the existence of Elohim. But, 
throughout the twentieth century, both the USA and South Africa remained deeply committed to Christianity 
and believe that the Bible is the literal word of Elohim. 
 
However, because of the opinions of the authors of numerous books disseminating deceitful stories about the 
life and times of Messiah during the last 20 years or so, many are beginning to doubt the things written in the 
Scriptures, and especially the Tanach. In fact they believe the accounts given in the Torah are simply stories 
to help new believers develop their confidence – much like the story some tell their children at Xmas and 
Easter times. It is clear that people deny the authority of the Scriptures because they do not want Elohim to 
tell them what they should do or not do. This is why Yahshua said in John 5: 43 & 44, “I have come in My 
Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you will receive 
him. (44) How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the 
glory that is from the one and only Elohim?” You and I; those whom YHVH has called at this time, better 
make sure that we base our faith on YHVH and His word, as Rav Shaul warned in Acts 17: 31 talking to the 
idol worshipers in Athens, saying: ‘because He (Elohim) has fixed a day in which He will judge the world 
in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising 
Him from the dead.’  We know from 1 Corinthians 15: 22 – 24 that each and every person who ever lived will 
get his/her change for salvation, in this way: ‘For as in Adam all die, so also in Messiah all shall be made 
alive. (23) But each in his own order: Messiah the first fruit(s), after that those who are Messiah’s at 
His coming (or return), (24) then comes the end (ones) when He (Yahshua) delivers up the kingdom to 
the Elohim and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.’ 
 
History repeats itself: When Copernicus discovered that the earth was round, the religious leaders of his time 
rejected it. This resulted in the greatest credibility crises the Christian church had to face during the Middle 
Ages. The church leaders defended their position by their personal opinions which were eventually overturned 
by scientific observation. Even when Galileo presented undeniable proof through the usage of telescopes, 
people would not believe it. As a result the Bible and ecclesiastical authority would never be the same again. 
Without understanding such things as gravity, people could not understand why they were not falling off the 
earth. Accepting this truth was too unsettling for most, and no one was prepared to admit that they were 
wrong – since it is much easier for people to simply ignore the facts. Torah recognizes that most people are 
subject to bias, as we read from Deuteronomy 16: 19, as follows: “You shall not distort justice; you shall 
not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the 
words of the righteous.”  The Torah addresses all of us; whenever we make a decision, we are in the 
position of being a judge, and need to be aware of the subtle and obvious bribes that could cloud our thinking.  
 
We are commissioned by Yahshua our Messiah to teach those who come after us about the Kingdom of 
Elohim, and make sure that the Good News is proclaimed throughout the world (as per Matthew 24: 14 and 
28: 18 – 20). It is not our duty to convert people and we do not send out teachings to convince unbelievers; 
the things that I write come from Torah and are to strengthen the faith of those who already believe. Faith is a 
personal matter and in trying to disprove the existence of a creator or the truth contained in the Scriptures, 
many a un-believer came to believe in YHVH. However, we must not forget that YHVH does the calling as we 
read from John 6: 44.  It reminds me of a saying of the leader of my previous affiliation; which goes like this: ‘If 
you convince a man against his will; he will be of the same opinion still.’  Sometimes people come into our 
faith (Nazarene Judaism) with their own pre-conceived ideas. They take their own agendas and try and force 
them into Torah, and then make it part of their own philosophy. They use the Scriptures for their own devices, 
without considering it in its entirety. We need to return to proper Torah study, in order to learn how to think like 
Hebrews (those who passed over) do. Our faith is like our father in the faith, Abraham’s about actions that are 
true, and we cannot get away from performing the commandments given by YHVH. We have to live out our 
faith if we want to call ourselves Nazarene Jews/Israelites. We need to practice Torah without distorting it with 
our own pre-conceived ideas.  
 
Whereas some insist on hard evidence before they will believe anything, other falls into an idealistic ditch. 
Instead of being interested in an Elohim who meets them through scriptural revelation, they desire a god who 
allows them to meet them at their level. When YHVH says we should not mix meat and milk derivative 
products together, we should take Him at His word, but instead most want to find reasons for not obeying 
YHVH the one and only Elohim. As a result people are unsure of what truth is, or whether it even exists. This 
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is why many hop from church to church, to find a ‘spiritual home’ where they feel comfortable with the ‘god’ 
that they want to serve, which is nothing other than themselves. The problem is that most of what our parents 
learnt, they had to read. Those born during the last sixty years learnt most of what they know through 
information given them on movie, TV and computer screens. Whereas in a book or print environment, 
precedence is given to the rational use of the mind, thereby encouraging religious dialogue with logically 
ordered content, as opposed to the pictorial representation of the film environment, where the personal takes 
precedence over the impartial and pictures may be doctored to depict whatever we want people to believe.  
This is why modern church goers go to church to fellowship and are not so much concerned with what the 
Scriptures teach, or the doctrines of their church. Whole teachings are based on a single verse which is 
usually quoted out of context, to soothe the consciences of people who may do whatever they like, as long as 
they believe.  
 
To such people the so-called ‘Old Testament’ stories are just stories and are not based on real people. To 
them it is like the Xmas story, which even though if it cannot be proven from the Scriptures, they believe that it 
teaches children about giving and sharing. However, we know that just the opposite is true, since these same 
children are only out to get. Yes, it is true, Yahshua our Messiah was born in Bethlehem, but nowhere in the 
Scriptures are we given the birth date of Yahshua our Messiah. We also do not find any evidence that 
Yahshua, or His family and followers, ever kept His birthday. In addition most of the adults keeping Xmas do 
so as it is another reason to have a party.  That has been the way of the world for many centuries and despite 
the fact that each year as the Xmas season approaches, newspapers are full of historical evidence showing 
how the customs surrounding this season all originated from paganism, most people continue with its revelry. 
We, specifically from the lost ten tribes of Israel, are warned about Xmas and its pagan traditions in Jeremiah 
10: 1 – 5, as follows: ‘Hear the word which YHVH speaks to you, O house of Israel. Thus says YHVH, 
“Do not learn the way of the nations (gentiles), And do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens 
Although the nations are terrified by them; For the customs of the peoples are delusion; Because it is 
wood cut from the forest, The work of the hands of the craftsman with a cutting tool. They decorate it 
with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers so that it will not totter. Like a 
scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, and they cannot speak; they must be carried, because they 
cannot walk! Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, nor can they do any good.”’ Keeping Xmas or 
any other pagan festival does not honor YHVH our Elohim, as we are told in Mark 7: 7 & 8, in this way: “But 
in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” “Neglecting the 
commandment of Elohim, you hold to the tradition of men.” 

 
We as Nazarene Jews/Israelites should do the things required of us by our Father YHVH in the Scriptures. In 
the worldly way adulthood is freedom to do whatever we please, but in the Jewish way of thinking, children 
become adults at their bar or bat mitzvah. That means they become children of the mitzvah; children who 
know and obey Torah. That means that when children reach adulthood, they become responsible to keep 
Torah. In other words they start respecting the body, soul and spirit that YHVH has given us. We as adults 
should know the Torah and therefore know the Feast Days of Elohim; what foods are kosher and good for us; 
and that all un-kosher foods and all drugs are harmful to the body and damage the soul (life) and spirit of our 
people. However, as Israelites, most of us have failed horribly in the way we rear children. Now that YHVH 
has called us to come out from the world and the ways we lived in the past, we need to pray asking for 
forgiveness of our past mistakes, as we read from Jeremiah 16: 19, as follows: ‘O YHVH, my strength and 
my stronghold, and my refuge in the day of distress, to Thee the nations (those from the lost ten tribes 
who think that they are gentiles) will come from the ends of the earth and say, “Our fathers have 
inherited nothing but falsehood, futility and things of no profit.” People can be trained to adopt right 
habits. This is why keeping the commandments are so practical; because they are cyclical (meaning we keep 
the Feast Days from one year to another and read the annual Torah portions on an ongoing basis), we can 
constantly review Elohim’s teachings and way of life, in accordance with His will for us.  
  
We read from Genesis 1: 1 & 2, ‘In the beginning Elohim created the heavens and the earth. (2) And the 
earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of Elohim 
was moving over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of Elohim was moving over the surface of the 
water.’  Comparing this passage with other Scriptures, we notice that something serious happened between 
verses 1 and 2, to leave the earth formless and void or empty.  We see from Isaiah 45: 18, ‘For thus says 
YHVH who created the heavens; He is the Elohim who formed the earth and made it, He established it 
and did not create it a waste place, but formed it to be inhabited, “I am YHVH, and there is none else.”’ 
From this it is clear that the initial creation was followed by destruction and chaos. Even though there is no 
indication when the initial creation took place, we are told that the original creation was eventually followed by 
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widespread destruction caused by a catastrophe that resulted from Lucifer’s rebellion, when he decided to 
take over Elohim’s throne, as may be read from Isaiah 14: 12 – 15 and Ezekiel 28: 12 – 19.  
 
What happened in Genesis 1: 3 – 31 is a report of the re-creation of the earth, immediately before the 
creation of mankind, as recorded in Psalm 104: 30, as follows: ‘Thou dost send forth Thy Spirit, they are 
created; and Thou dost renew the face of the ground.’  According to the genealogies recorded in the 
Scriptures mankind was created about 6,000 years ago, even though the Scriptures do not give us the date 
when YHVH made Adam and Eve.  However, the Scriptures reveal that right at the beginning there was 
nothing – no solar system, no galaxies; no earth, as we read from Titus 1: 1 – 3 (NIV), in this way: ‘Paul (or 
as we know him, Rav Shaul), a servant of Elohim and an apostle of Yahshua Messiah for the faith of 
Elohim’s elect (those of us called by Elohim) and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness – (2) 
a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which Elohim, who does not lie, promised 
before the beginning of time, and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through the 
preaching entrusted to me by the command of Elohim our Savior.’ So before the beginning of time 
YHVH created the Universe.  
 
Even though science cannot tell us why the earth exist, the Scriptures tell us in Psalms 115: 15 & 16, ‘May 
you be blessed of YHVH, Maker of heaven and earth. (16) The heavens are the heavens of YHVH; but 
the earth He has given to the sons of men.’ Elohim created all things, but kept the earth aside as a 
dwelling place for mankind. We should not doubt the word of YHVH, or be double-minded, as Rav Yaa’cov 
admonished us in James 1: 5 – 8, in this way: ‘But is any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of Elohim, 
who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. (6) But let him ask 
in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by 
the wind. (7) For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from YHVH, (8) being a double-
minded man unstable in all his ways.’ It is like we read from Isaiah 26: 3 & 4, “The steadfast of mind 
Thou wilt keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in Thee. (4) Trust in YHVH forever, for in Elohim 
YHVH we have an everlasting Rock.” 
 
Without going into too much detail, we only need to look at the prophecies of Daniel to establish the accuracy 
of the Scriptures.  The prophecies of Daniel provide so many details about specific events that it is impossible 
to refute.  Because of the fact that Daniel’s prophecies cannot be disproved, the skeptics claim that the book 
of Daniel was not written by him, and that it is in fact a fraud. Daniel wrote the prophecy in Daniel 9, about the 
seventy weeks, during the first year of Darius’s reign about 539 B.C.E. Daniel predicts Messiah’s ministry to 
commence during the Spring of 27 C.E. and end three and a half years later in the middle of the week. 
Yahshua was almost 30 years of age when He was immersed. Most competent Bible scholars know that 
Messiah’s ministry was 3 ½ years in length. Yahshua was impaled as our Passover Lamb during the spring of 
31 C. E. according to the Roman calendar. According to both the British and U.S. Naval Observatories that 
year was one of only a few erratic years which had a mid-week Passover. Yahshua was in the grave for three 
full days and three full nights, thereby proving that He was indeed our Savior, as he confirmed in Matthew 12: 
38 – 40, as follows: ‘Then some of the scribes and the Pharisees answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we 
want to see a sign from You.” (39) But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous 
generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 
(40) for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA 
MONSTER, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”’   
 
Yahshua our Messiah and Savior kept the Passover with His disciples just after sunset on the 13

th
 Aviv, as 

the 14
th
 Aviv began.  He was imprisoned soon after He and His disciples went to the garden of Gethsemane 

to pray. He was impaled at 9.00 the next morning.  This is confirmed in John 19: 31 as follows: ‘The Jews 
therefore, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies should not remain on the cross on 
the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that 
they might be taken away.’ This was not the regular Sabbath, spoken about here but the 1

st
 Day of 

Unleavened Bread. Our Savior was put to death on a Wednesday, the day of Passover. He was placed in the 
tomb just before sunset when Wednesday ended and Thursday started. The woman had no time to wrap His 
body with spices, due to the High Day Sabbath. They kept the 1

st
 Day of Unleavened Bread which started on 

Wednesday after sunset (the 15
th
 of Aviv). They bought spices on Friday after the Set-apart day for 

embalming Messiah’s body. They rested the next day on the weekly Sabbath, and prior to sun-set, came to 
see the tomb. This is when as described in Matthew 28; they find that Yahshua was already risen at the end 
of the weekly Sabbath, just as He said. This was definitely not a sunrise visit to the tomb. 
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Titus the Roman General who besieged Jerusalem ordered his men not to burn the city of Jerusalem, but in 
the confusion that resulted after breaking into the city on September the 7

th
 70 C.E. his soldiers burned the 

Temple and as a result all the gold in the Temple melted onto the huge stones. It took another seven months 
for them to remove all the gold from the rubble, bringing us to the Spring of 71 C.E. Yahshua said in Matthew 
24: 34, “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.”  
Yahshua was absolutely correct when we learnt that from the Spring of 31 C.E. to spring of 71 C.E. is exactly 
40 years. There are three references in the Scriptures mentioning that a generation is 40 years; i.e. Psalm 
95:10, Heb. 3: 9-10, and Numbers 32:13. 
 
Another prophecy of Daniel’s that played out exactly as he prophesied is in Daniel 8: 14, as follows: ‘He said 
to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the Set-apart place will be properly restored.”’ The 
‘and’ between the evenings and mornings in this verse is written in italics in the New American Standard 
Bible, showing that it does not appear in the original Hebrew texts from which this is translated, and refers to 
2,300 total units or days. In Genesis 1: 5, however, we read: ‘And Elohim called the light day, and the 
darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.’  The total period 
involved here is about 6½ years of sacrificing a lamb, twice a day, as per Exodus 29: 38 & 39. This prophecy 
accurately identifies the time of Antiochus’ persecution, between September 6, 171 B.C.E. and December 25, 
165/4 B.C.E. After his death Jews celebrated the cleansing of the Temple in the Festival of Lights or 
Chanukah; in celebration of the restoration led by Judas Maccabeus. 
 
People deny the authority of the Scriptures because they do not want Elohim to have control over their lives, 
but as Nazarene Jews/Israelites believers in YHVH

20
, the Scriptures is the only source of the doctrines that 

we hold. Below some key Scriptures proving the basic tenets of our faith:    
 

 YHVH our Elohim is one and only one! We read from Deuteronomy 4: 35 & 39 “To you it was 
shown that you might know that YHVH, He is Elohim; there is no other besides Him. (39) Know 
therefore today, and take it to your heart, that YHVH, He is Elohim in heaven above and on 
earth below; there is no other.’   In addition YHVH tells us clearly in Isaiah 43: 10 & 11, “You are 
My witnesses,” declares YHVH, “And My servant whom I have chosen, in order that you may 
know and believe Me, and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no Elohim formed, 
and there will be none after Me. (11) I, even I, am YHVH; and there is no savior besides Me.” 
But what about Yahshua, who or what is He?  Yahshua is indeed our Savior, but as we read so many 
times in the Scriptures, He is YHVH in the flesh; the visible image of the invisible Elohim (as per 
Colossians 1: 15). Additional verses proving the Oneness of Elohim is found in: Isaiah 45: 5 & 6; 
Isaiah 44: 6 & 8; Isaiah 63: 7 & 8;  Romans 9: 5; John 5: 43 & 44; John 8: 24 & 58; John 10: 30; John 
20: 28; Luke 1: 68; Luke 10: 21 – 24, states that the Oneness of Elohim is revealed to us who are 
considered babes in worldly knowledge; Colossians 2: 9 states: ‘For in Him all the fullness of Deity 
(or Elohim) dwells in bodily form.’; 1 Timothy 3: 16; Acts 20: 28; Revelation 22:  3 & 4; John 1: 1 - 3 
&14, Genesis 1: 1 and Zechariah 12: 10 (‘so that they will look on Me’ - the Hebrew Scriptures 
uses the את in place of ‘Me’); 1 Timothy 6: 14 - 16 (Ein Sof – ‘whom no man has seen or can see’). 
Compare Isaiah 8: 8, 14 & 16 with Isaiah 9: 6 and 63: 16; 1 Corinthians 1: 24, states that Yahshua is 
the power and wisdom of Elohim, This is confirmed in Jeremiah 32: 17, Proverbs 8: 22 – 30. Also 
compare Isaiah 52: 10, 53: 1 -12 with Psalm 33: 6.  

 Yahshua was in the grave for three full days and three full nights, as shown in the text, as He said.  

 Jews have the oracles of Elohim: In John 4: 22, Yahshua said: ‘You worship that which you do not 
know; we worship that which we know, for salvation is from the Jews.’ Romans 3: 1 - 4; 
Romans 9: 1 - 5; Psalms 60: 7 & 108: 8; Psalm 147: 19 & 20 talking about the united Israel that King 
David ruled – However, both the nations of Israel and Judah were removed from the Land of Israel; 
Judah returned 70 years later, but Israel never returned and lost their identity, their language and 
culture; Nehemiah 9: 14, confirms that Judah retained the Oracles of Elohim, after their return from 
captivity 70 years later; Nahum 1: 15, shows that YHVH is pleased with the Feast Days kept by 
Judah; Malachi 2: 1 – 8, shows that YHVH is not pleased with the Feast Days kept by some Israelites 
today, since they are not in accordance with those that the Levites, who are part of Judah, proclaim 
annually; Jeremiah 23: 32 – 36 & 39, predicts that people will pervert the Oracles of Elohim and that 
every man’s own words will become the oracles – I believe that this has already happened; Ezekiel 
13: 2 - 4 & 9, shows that because of the lying prophesies of the Israelites, they will not be in the 

                                                           
20

 Those who praise YHVH are called Judah (or Jews) – as we read from Genesis 29: 35, ‘And she (Leah) conceived 
again and bore a son and said, “This time I will praise YHVH.” Therefore she named him Judah. Then she 
stopped bearing.’  
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council of Elohim’s people (the Sanhedrin); Isaiah 47: 13,states that those who predict by the new 
moons should stand up and save their followers from what will come upon them;  Zechariah 8: 23, 
shows that in the end those of the lost ten tribes will grab hold of the tzitzit of a Jew, saying: “Let us 
go with you, for we have heard that Elohim is with you.” As Nazarene believers we hold the 
traditions taught us by Yahshua and even Rav Shaul as we read from 1 Corinthians 11: 1 & 2 & 2 
Timothy 3: 14. YHVH told Moses in Exodus 19: 9, that we will believe in him (Moses) forever; In John 
5: 45 – 47 Yahshua said that if we do not believe what Moses wrote we cannot believe in Him; 
Mathew 23: 1 & 2, states that the Pharisees sit in the seat of Moses and that we should do as they 
say, but not necessarily as they do; In Leviticus 23: 2 – 4: YHVH said to Moses: ‘(YHVH)’s 
appointed times which you (Moses) shall proclaim’. 

 Type: Sacrificial laws - once Yahshua became the sacrifice (sacrificial law: Galatians 3: 13 – 19 & 
24), there is no longer a need for a type.  

 Shadow: Points to the reality, but never does away with it – the Set-apart Days are shadows of things 
to come – Colossians 2: 16 & 17. 

 Sabbath starts at sunset on Friday evening and ends at Saturday evening at sunset, when it is 
possible to see three stars with the naked eye (a 24 hour period): See Genesis 1: 5; Exodus 20:  8 - 
11; Leviticus 23: 27 & 32; Nehemiah 13: 19; Jeremiah 33: 20 - 26. 

 Correct Names: Isaiah 52: 6, states that (YHVH)’s people shall know His name; Hosea 2: 16 & 23, 
after the sons of Israel returns to worship YHVH, they shall use His name; Zechariah 13: 9; 
Zephaniah 3: 9; Ezekiel 39: 7; Isaiah 56: 6; Jeremiah 16: 21; Psalm 22: 22; Proverbs 30: 4; Proverbs 
18: 10; Jeremiah 23: 25 - 27; Isaiah 42: 8; John 17: 26; Jeremiah10: 25; Malachi 1: 6; Malachi 2; 1 - 
2; Revelation 3: 8. 

 Immersion: Mark 16: 16; Acts 2: 38 – 42; Deuteronomy 10: 16; Deuteronomy 30: 6; Galatians 3: 27 - 
29; Romans 6: 1 - 6; John 14: 26 - the Set-apart Spirit comes in Yahshua’s name; Acts 22: 16; 
Romans 8: 11 and Romans 7: 1 - 7 - because we died in immersion, Yahshua who also died (for us) 
are now free to remarry us (Israel), His bride again 

 Second Exodus: Jeremiah 16: 14 -16 & 19; In Isaiah 27: 13, we read: ‘It will come about also in 
that day that a great trumpet will be blown; and those who were perishing in the land of 
Assyria and who were scattered in the land of Egypt will come and worship YHVH in the holy 
mountain (Elohim’s Government) at Jerusalem’. 

 YHVH wants all men to be saved. See 1Timothy 2: 3 & 4. However, He does not want to save all at 
this time. See Mark 4: 11 & 12; Also Matthew 13: 11, 12 & 19; John 12: 40; 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4; 
and 1 Corinthians 1: 26 – 31, where we are told that YHVH calls the weak of the world at this time, 
the base things and those who are despised, in order to nullify the things that are not, so that no man 
should boast before Him and that our boasting should be in Elohim. 

 At this time YHVH is calling a remnant from the lost ten tribes, including some gentiles, to become 
First Fruits (also referred to as the /Chosen/Called) among His creatures; Hebrews 9: 15; Romans 8: 
23, 29; James 1: 18, states: “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, 
so that we might be, as it were, the first-fruits among His creatures.’; 2 Thessalonians 2: 13; 
Ephesians 1: 4 & 5 and 1 Corinthians 15: 20 - 24. Yahshua came specifically to save the lost ten 
tribes as He said in Matthew 15: 24, as follows: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” A second witness talking about Yahshua is found in Isaiah 49: 6, in this way: ‘He says, “It is 
too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the (lost) tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved ones (the remnant) of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations.”’  
We the remnant of the lost ten tribes are at this time required to make Judah jealous by keeping the 
Feast Days, Kosher and other Torah commands as they do, as we read from Romans 11: 5, 11. 
Judah is presently blinded to the identity of Yahshua as read from Romans 11: 25 – 27 & 32, as 
follows: ‘For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in 
your own estimation (not many of the lost ten tribes want to be joined to Judah), that the partial 
hardening has happened to Israel (in this case meaning the Jewish part of the United Nation of 
Israel) until the fullness of the Gentiles (those of the lost ten tribes who used to believe that they 
are Gentiles, plus a few genuine Gentiles) has come in; (26) and thus all Israel (both houses) will 
be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE 
UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB. (27) AND THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE 
AWAY THEIR SINS.” (32) For Elohim has shut up all in disobedience that He might show 
mercy to all.’  A second witness to the Jews being blinded at this time is found in John 12: 37 – 41, 
in this way: ‘But though He performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing 
in Him (Yahshua); (38) that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, 
“YHVH WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF YHVH BEEN 
REVEALED? (quoted from Isaiah 53: 1) (39) For this cause they could not believe, for Isaiah said 
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again, (40) “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES, AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART; LEST THEY 
SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART AND BE CONVERTED, AND I 
HEAL THEM (Before the remnant of the lost ten tribes have come back to serving YHVH).” 41) 
These things Isaiah said because he saw His (Yahshua’s) glory, and he spoke of Him (see 
Isaiah 6: 1 – 3).’  A third witness to this is spoken about in Ephesians 2: 11 - 16. The rest of the dead 
will be resurrected after the thousand years – see Revelation 20: 5, 11 & 12 and the books of the 
Bible will be opened to them, similar to the way Yahshua opened His disciples’ mind after His death 
and resurrection as per Luke 24: 45; At that time many will accept Yahshua as their Passover and will 
be changed, as the second harvest of human souls, into the Kingdom of Elohim, as we read from 
Isaiah 25: 7 – 9, in this way: ‘And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is 
over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all nations. (8) He will swallow up death 
for all time, and YHVH Elohim will wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the 
reproach of His people from all the earth; for YHVH has spoken. (9) And it will be said in that 
day, “Behold, this is our Elohim for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is YHVH 
for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation (Yahshua).”’ 

 
Kindly read all the Scriptures listed for yourself as it will definitely strengthen your faith in YHVH our Elohim 
and His salvation Yahshua. It is as we read from John 3: 36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; 
but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of Elohim abides on him.”, as well 
as from 1 John 2: 23, as follows: ‘Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who 
confesses the Son has the Father also.’  Let’s make sure that we rid ourselves of sin; false doctrines and 
hypocrisy (leaven) before the coming Passover season. HalleluYah! Amein and Amein! 
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Chapter 16: The Gospel of the Kingdom. 
 

After Yahshua’s resurrection and prior to His ascension to heaven, He commissioned His disciples (and by 
extension also us, His modern day disciples), as we read from Matthew 28: 18 – 20, saying: “All authority 
(the KJV reads: power) has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (19) Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, immersing them in the name (singular) of the Father and the Son and the Set-
apart Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.”’ In addition Yahshua said in Mark 16: 15 “Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to all creation.”  
 
But, what is the true gospel? Is the gospel the same ‘gospel’ proclaimed by most Christian churches today, 
namely John 3: 16, as follows: “For Elohim so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” This is indeed good news, but it is 
definitely not the Gospel as proclaimed by Yahshua our Messiah. Every time the word gospel (or good news) 
is used in the Scriptures it is associated with the coming Kingdom of Elohim. Now, there is a great deal of 
confusion regarding the ‘concept’ Kingdom of Elohim. Some hold that the Kingdom of Elohim simply means 
that YHVH rules in the hearts of true believers. Others believe that since in places in the Renewed Covenant, 
it is referred to as the Kingdom of Heaven, it means that after death believers simply go to heaven, to spend 
eternity there beholding the face of Elohim. 
 
However, Yahshua gives us a clue about the Kingdom of Elohim in the model prayer that He gave in Matthew 
6, and specifically in verses 9 & 10, in this way: “Pray, then in this way: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. (10) Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”’ Our 
Father’s will is already done in heaven and His Kingdom already exists there, but we need to pray for it to 
come down to earth. But why do we want Elohim’s will and kingdom to come down to earth? The answer is 
given in Psalm 115: 16, as follows: ‘The heavens are the heavens of YHVH; but the earth He has given to 
the sons of men.’  We see from this, that mankind is assigned to dwell on earth. But, how does this correlate 
with the idea that good people go to heaven at death?  According to 1 Peter 1: 4 our inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, is reserved for us in heaven.  Even so, notice carefully, it 
does not mean that we need to go there to get our inheritance.  It is simply reserved for us in heaven, similar 
to the way a Swiss bank account is used to keep money safe, for use at a later stage. 
  
After Yahshua’s immersion by Yochanan the Immerser, the Spirit impelled Him to go into the wilderness for 
forty days, being tempted by Satan. Then after Yochanan the Immerser was taken into custody, Yahshua 
came into Galilee preaching the gospel of Elohim. Yes here is the true gospel of Elohim being preached by 
Yahshua Messiah, at the very beginning of His three and a half year ministry, as recorded in Mark 1:15, 
saying: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of Elohim is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
Yahshua was very serious regarding preaching about the coming Kingdom of Elohim, as we read from Luke 
4: 43 ’But He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of Elohim to other cities also, for I was sent for 
this purpose.”’ The Good News or Gospel was actually introduced before Messiah’s earthly life. It is called 
an ‘eternal gospel’ in Revelation 14: 6 and we see in Hebrews 4: 2 that the Gospel was preached to ancient 
Israel, as follows: “For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word 
they heard did not profit them, because it was not united in faith in those who heard.” The gospel was 
also preached to Abraham as we read from Galatians 3: 8, in this way:  “And the Scriptures foreseeing that 
Elohim would justify the Gentiles by Faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ’ALL 
THE NATIONS SHALL BE BLESSED IN YOU.’” 
 
The Good News about the glorious future of mankind has been (YHVH)’s plan from the beginning. It was 
proclaimed to King David and He wrote about the kingdom of Elohim in Psalm 145: 10 – 13 as follows: “All 
Thy works shall give thanks to Thee, O YHVH, and Thy faithful (godly) ones shall bless Thee. They 
shall speak of the esteem (glory) of Thy Kingdom and talk of Thy power; to make known to the sons of 
men Thy mighty acts, and the glory of the majesty of thy kingdom. Thy Kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, And Thy dominion endures throughout all generations.” Daniel knew about the coming 
kingdom of Elohim as recorded for us in Daniel 7: 27, in this way: “Then the sovereignty, the dominion, 
and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole earth will be given to the people of the saints 
of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and 
obey Him.” 
 
Yahshua’s followers in the Scriptures also preached about the Kingdom of Elohim; in Matthew 3: 2 Yochanan 
the Immerser announced that “the kingdom of Heaven is at hand”. Rav Kepha (Peter) also spoke about 
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the Kingdom of Elohim in 2 Peter 1: 10 & 11, as follows: ‘Therefore, brethren be all the more diligent to 
make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will 
never stumble; (11) for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Master and Savior 
Yahshua Messiah will be abundantly supplied to you.’  We also read about Phillip’s message in Acts 8: 12 
in this way: “But when they believed Phillip preaching the good news about the kingdom of Elohim and 
the name of Yahshua Messiah, they were being immersed men and women alike.” 
 
There is not one single verse in the Scriptures that says, human beings will go to heaven, when they die. In 
fact Yahshua confirmed in John 3: 13, saying: “And no one has ascended to heaven, but He who 
descended from heaven, even the Son of Man.”  Yes we see set-apart people from every nation and all 
tribes and peoples and tongues, which come out of the great tribulation; that washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, with palm branches in 
their hands in Revelation 7. We also see a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who came victorious from 
the beast and from the image of the beast, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of Elohim, and they 
sang the song of Moses and of the Lamb in Revelation 15. Next we read from Revelation 17: 14, the Lamb 
overcoming the beast and those who are in support of him; and those who are with the Lamb are the called, 
the chosen and the faithful.  
 
However, notice from Zechariah 14: 4 – 9, when YHVH our Savior returns to earth to rule the world from 
Jerusalem, He will bring His set-apart ones with Him, as follows: ‘And in that day His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its 
middle from the east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the 
north and the other half toward the south. (5) And you will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the 
valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you flee before the earthquake in 
the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then YHVH my Elohim, will come, and all the set-apart ones with 
Him!  (6) And it will come about in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. (7) 
For it will be a unique day which is known to YHVH, neither day nor night, but it will come about that 
at evening time there will be light. (8) And it will come about in that day that living waters will flow out 
of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be 
summer as well as winter. (9) And YHVH will be king over all the earth; in that day YHVH will be the 
only one, and His name the only one.’  So we see that when Yahshua returns one day, His elect will return 
to earth with Him to set-up His Kingdom for a thousand years, as recorded in Revelation 5: 10, in this way: 
“And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and priests to our Elohim; and they will reign upon the 
earth.” A second witness to this may be found in Revelation 20: 6, as follows: ‘Blessed and set-apart is the 
one who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be 
priests of Elohim and of Messiah for a thousand years.’   
 
After the thousand year reign of Yahshua Messiah and His spiritual team of first-fruits, Satan will be loosed 
again; he will again deceive the nations which are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 
them together for the war. They will surround the camp of the saints in Jerusalem, but fire will come down 
from heaven and devour them, and Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire, where he will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever. After the great white throne judgment, death and the grave; and anyone whose 
name is not found written in the book of life, will be thrown into the lake of fire. Then at the end of the age, we 
see that Elohim will bring His abode with Him to come and dwell with us here on earth, as we read from 
Revelation 21: 1 – 3 in this way: ‘And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. (2) And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from Elohim, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. (3) And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of Elohim is among men, and He 
shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and Elohim Himself shall be among them.’ 
 
Even so, we need to backtrack to immediately prior to where Yahshua proclaimed, ‘the kingdom of Elohim 
is at hand’. At that time, Yochanan the Immerser was send in the spirit of Elijah, as prophesied in Isaiah 40: 3 
and as he said in John 1: 23, to:  ‘MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF YHVH,’ and to make a suitable place for 
Him who is set-apart to walk on the earth which became defiled (also compare with Deuteronomy 23: 14). 
Heaven is Elohim’s habitation, as is confirmed in Deuteronomy 26: 15, in this way: ‘Look down from Thy 
Set-apart habitation, from heaven, and bless Thy people Israel, and the ground which Thou hast given 
us, a land flowing with milk and honey, as Thou dist swear to our fathers.’ When YHVH told Moses to 
build a Tabernacle, which means ‘a dwelling place’ for Him, He told Moses to ensure that he built everything 
strictly according to the pattern, that He has shown him, as we read from Exodus 25: 9, in this way: 
“According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its 
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furniture, just so you shall construct it.”  The tabernacle in the wilderness and the Temple that Solomon 
built had to be exact copies as they were replicas of Elohim’s dwelling place in heaven, as we read from 
Hebrews 8: 1 -5, as follows: ‘Now the main point in what has been said is this; we have such a high 
priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, (2) a 
minister in the sanctuary, and in the true tabernacle, which YHVH pitched, not man. (3) For every high 
priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary that this high priest also 
have something to offer. (4) Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are 
those who offer the gifts according to the Law; (5) who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly 
things, just as Moses was warned by Elohim when he was about to erect the tabernacle; For, “SEE,” 
HE SAYS, “THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON 
THE MOUNTAIN.”’ 
 
When King Solomon erected the Temple, which was a more permanent pattern of the heavenly Tabernacle, 
he recognized that this is what YHVH promised in 2 Chronicles 6: 1 & 2, in this way: ‘Then Solomon said, 
“YHVH has said that He would dwell in the thick cloud. (2) I have built Thee a lofty house, and a place 
for Thy dwelling forever.”’ Solomon’s kingdom was in fact a foretaste of Elohim’s coming Kingdom. 
However, we know that Solomon allowed his many foreign wives to bring Idolatry into Israel, consisting of 
both houses of Judah and Israel. As a result YHVH split the united nation of Israel in two separate kingdoms. 
The name Israel remained with the ten tribes given to Jeroboam, and Judah was given to Rehoboam, who 
caused the rift because he would not lighten the burdens of his subjects, as is recorded for us in 1 Kings 12: 
13 & 14, as follows: ‘And the king answered the people harshly, for he forsook the advice of the elders 
which they had given him, (14) and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, 
saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with 
whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.”’ Since Jeroboam was from the tribe of Ephraim, ‘Ephraim’ 
became the nom de plume of the ten tribes of Israel or the Northern Kingdom. 
 
We know that Ephraim’s namesake one of Joseph’s sons, was adopted by Jacob who put him in the position 
of his own firstborn son (as per Genesis 48). Jacob also specifically said in Genesis 48: 16, ‘And may my 
name (Israel) live on in them (Ephraim and Manasseh), and the names of my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac; and may they grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.’ We see further that YHVH also calls 
Ephraim His first-born in Jeremiah 31: 9, as follows: “With weeping they shall come, and by supplication I 
will lead them; I will make them walk by streams of waters, on a straight path in which they shall not 
stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is My first-born.” So we see that the kingdom that used 
to be called Israel was now known as Ephraim. 
 
But we are again ahead of the story, so, let’s backtrack a bit. We return to the account of Jeroboam and see 
that he was the direct cause for the eventual captivity and scattering of the nation throughout the world. 
Jeroboam was afraid that if the Israelites living in the Northern Kingdom were allowed to return to Jerusalem 
annually to observe the Feast Days of Elohim, they would return to King Rehoboam and be united with the 
Southern Kingdom again. So Jeroboam took the liberty of setting up alternatives to the Temple in Jerusalem, 
by building two temples, one in Dan and the other in Bethel, as we read from 1 Kings 12: 28 – 32, in this way: 
‘So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, “It is too much for you to 
go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt.” (29) And 
he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. (30) Now this thing became a sin, for the people 
went to worship before the one as far as Dan. (31) And he made houses on high places, and made 
priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi. (32) And Jeroboam instituted a 
feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he 
went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he 
stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made.’   
 
Because Ephraim wanted to be like the nations around them, YHVH eventually scattered them throughout the 
world, as we read from Hosea 8: 8, as follows: ‘Israel is swallowed up; They are now among the nations 
like a vessel in which no one delights.’  Eventually Judah was also taken captive, but they returned back to 
Jerusalem and the land of Israel 70 years later. Israel or Ephraim lost their identity, their language and their 
culture, but Judah who repented and returned to the Land, continue to obey the Torah of Elohim, including the 
festivals and the Sabbath. Even though these events were far from ideal, it was Elohim’s doing, as we read 
from 1 Kings 12: 15, in this way: ‘So the king did not listen  to the people; for it was a turn of events 
from YHVH, that He might establish His word, which YHVH spoke through Ahijah the Shilonite to 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat.’ However, we read from Romans 8: 28, ‘And we know that Elohim causes all 
things to work together for good to those who love Elohim, to those who are called according to His 
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purpose.’ It is as Joseph told his brothers in Genesis 50: 19 & 20, saying: “Do not be afraid, for am I in 
Elohim’s place? (20) And as for you, you meant evil against me, but Elohim meant it for good in order 
to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.” 
 
Despite Ephraim’s long estrangement from YHVH, Israel’s calling was still irrevocable, as we read from 
Romans 11: 29, ‘For the gifts and the calling of Elohim are irrevocable.’ This fellow believer affects you 
and me and gives a whole new perspective to what the true Gospel really is. In Genesis 48: 19 our father 
Jacob said that Ephraim’s seed would become ‘a multitude of nations’. Reading from Romans 11, we find 
that Rav Shaul fully understood why Judah is blinded to the identity of Yahshua in verse 25 & 26, ‘For I do 
not want you, brethren to be uninformed of this mystery, lets you be wise in your own estimation 
(many of those called at this time, are even at this time unaware of Yahshua’s main purpose – the reason 
being that they always want to work things out for themselves, rather than accepting the word of Elohim), that 
a partial hardening has happened to Israel (In this case meaning Judah – as may be  seen from verse 1) 
until the fullness of the Gentiles (those Israelites who believe that they are Gentiles and a few genuine 
Gentiles) has come in; (26) and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER 
WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” 
 
Notice, that even though our fathers in the faith went, or sent messengers to other countries to find brides for 
them and their children, they were still from the same family. Yahshua’s future foreign bride will also be from 
the seed of Abraham and therefore not totally foreign, after all.  Most of those responsive to the Gospel at this 
stage are ‘gentiles’ only in a secondary sense. Even so, we read from Galatians 3: 29, ‘(And) if you belong 
to Messiah, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.’ 
 
Yahshua’s apostles knew that the Kingdom of Elohim is the same thing as the Kingdom of Israel, and 40 days 
after His resurrection, just prior to His ascension to heaven, they ask Him, is Acts 1: 6, as follows: ‘And so 
when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Master, is it at this time You are 
restoring the kingdom Of Israel?” After Yahshua told them that they will soon receive the Set-apart Spirit 
and that they will witness about Him, in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth, He was lifted up in a cloud in their sight and as they were gazing into the sky two angels told 
them that Yahshua will one day return the same way as He left. Even so, the point is that Yahshua’s apostles 
were totally aware of what His mission was. They knew that Messiah came specifically to bring back the 
nation of Israel and then to reconcile them back to Judah and Elohim, as Rav Shaul explained in Ephesians 2: 
11 – 22, and specifically in verse 12 – 16, as follows: ‘remember that you were at that time separate from 
Messiah, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without Elohim in the world. (13) But now in Messiah you who formerly were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Messiah.  (14) For He Himself is our peace, who made both 
groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, (15) by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make 
the two (nations) into one new man, thus establishing peace, (16) and might reconcile them both in 
one body to Elohim through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.’ 
 
The Apostles were expressly commissioned to preach the good news of the coming Kingdom of Elohim until 
the return of our Master, and as Prophesied in Zechariah 12: 7 – 10, He will return to save the tents of Judah 
first (v 7). It is at that time that they will see His hands and He will pour on the House of David and on 
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and of supplication (v 10). They will mourn when they see His hands and accept 
Him as their savior. After (YHVH)’s feet touched down on the Mount of Olives (as we’ve read in Zechariah 
14), the Kingdom of Elohim will be established on earth, as it is now in heaven. However, until that imminent 
day we are commanded to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom, as Yahshua taught in Matthew 24: 14, in this 
way: ‘And this gospel of the kingdom shall be proclaimed in the whole world for a witness to all the 
nations, and then the end shall come.’ Like the original apostles, we are sent to teach returning Israelites 
about the way of Elohim and His coming kingdom.  
 
We read from Isaiah 52: 7, ‘How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, of 
happiness, who announces salvation, and says to Zion, “Your Elohim reigns!”’ These same words are 
repeated in Nahum 1: 15, in this way: ‘Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good news, 
who announces peace!’  But we read further from verse 15 of Nahum 1, “Celebrate your feasts, O Judah; 
pay your vows. For never again will the wicked pass through you; he is cut off completely.”  Only by 
keeping the Feast Days of Elohim, according to the calendar ordained by Judah, could the plan of Elohim 
come to fruition and the Gospel retain its proper focus. Yes, the Good news about the coming Kingdom of 
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Elohim is linked to the Feast Days of Elohim, given in Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy 16, as they teach us the 
details of what Yahshua came (and will again come) to accomplish. 
 
We read from Isaiah 49: 6, YHVH saying: “It is too small a thing that You (Yahshua) should be My 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel (the remnant of 
called out ones or Nazarenes); I will also make you a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth.” This was Yahshua’s primary mission, as we read from Matthew 10: 5 - 7, as 
follows: ‘These twelve Yahshua sent out after instructing them, saying, “Do not go in the way of the 
Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; (6) but rather go to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. (7) And as you go, “preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”’ 
 
We conclude by reading a prophecy about Yahshua’s return from Hosea 5: 15 – 6: 3, in this way: ‘I will go 
away and return to My place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; in their affliction 
(tribulation) they will earnestly seek Me. (1) Come, let us return to YHVH. For He has torn us, but He will 
heal us; He has wounded us, but He will bandage us. (2) He will revive us after two days (two thousand 
years after He left); He will raise (resurrect or change) us up on the third day that we may live before 
Him.  (3) So let us know; let us press on to know YHVH. His going forth is as certain as the dawn; and 
He will come to us like the rain, like the spring rain watering the earth.”’ Yes, let’s return to Elohim and 
His way, and proclaim the good news about His coming kingdom into the entire world, then the end of this 
present evil age shall come. Halleluyah! 
 

Note: About six years ago someone sent me a sermon with most of the facts given in my sermon above, be it with fewer details and 

in a different format. I honestly cannot recall who sent me the sermon, but can only thank YHVH for it.  It took me at least that 

much time, to through studying and writing my own sermon material and Torah portions, that I truly discovered the way of 

Elohim, including Yahshua’s primary purpose. It is as I said in my book entitled: ‘Nazarene Judaism?’ each one of us is 

responsible to find Elohim for ourselves. That is when we like our father in the faith Jacob, become the Israel of Elohim.  
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Chapter17: Why are believers allowed to suffer? 
 

Do you believe that all those people who died in the recent earthquakes in New Zealand and Japan got what 
they deserve? It is so easy to become judgmental of people when evil things occur to them. Was the tsunami 
which occurred in the far-east a day after Xmas a few years ago, perhaps caused by that nation’s excessive 
revelry on what we know to be a pagan day of worship? We as believers need to be careful to become too 
judgmental of people who do not have the same religious beliefs as we do? We read Yahshua’s reaction to 
this type of thinking from Matthew 5: 43 – 45, as follows: “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ (44) But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for 
those who persecute you (45) in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He 
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous.” 
 
We also need to bear in mind that Satan blinds the minds of unbelievers at this time, as Yahshua told His 
disciples in Matthew 13: 11, 12 & 19, saying: “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them (unbelievers) it has not been granted. (12) For whoever has to him 
shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance (knowledge of the coming kingdom of Elohim); but 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. (19) When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. A second witness to 
this is found in 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4, as follows: ‘And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, 
that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim.’  
 
Even so, we should not forget that we as believers sin daily, whether knowingly or unknowingly, and not one 
of us may assume the role of judge over fellow believers, as we are so aptly warned by Rav Yaa’cov in James 
4: 12, in this way: ‘There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; 
but who are you who judge your neighbor?’ Referring to the victims who died in the recent natural 
disasters that struck our planet, the Scriptures refer to such incidents as ‘time and chance’, as we read from 
Ecclesiastes 9: 11 & 12, as follows: ‘I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, and the 
battle is not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise, nor wealth to the discerning, nor favor to 
men of ability; for time and chance overtake them all. (12) Moreover, man does not know his time; like 
fish caught in a treacherous net, and birds trapped in a snare, so the sons of men are ensnared at an 
evil time when it suddenly falls on them.’ Most of those who were killed in the earthquakes and tsunamis 
mentioned above, were simply in the wrong place at the wrong time.  
 
Yahshua our Messiah explained about the tragedies that occurred during His time in Jerusalem in Luke 13: 4 
& 5, in this ways: “Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed 
them, were worse culprits than all the men who lived in Jerusalem? (5) I tell you, no, but unless you 
(those of us who believe in Him) repent, you will all likewise perish.”  Yahshua said that the accident at 
Siloam was not as a result of divine punishment aimed at the fallen victims because of sin; the tower like 
some of the roofs of the shopping centers in South Africa in recent years, might have tumbled down because 
of poor construction methods and it was simply a case of time and chance for those who died. However, 
Yahshua emphasized that such things happen, so that those of us who have been called at this time, may 
repent and return to worship Elohim fully. We need to get our spiritual house in order, because we never 
know what could happen to us the very next second, as Yahshua explained in Luke 13: 1 – 3, as follows: 
‘Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the Galileans, whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. (2) And He answered and said to them, “Do you 
suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered this 
fate? (3) I tell you, no, but, unless you repent, you will likewise perish (die before being reconciled with 
Elohim).’   
 
Even so, this does not answer the question asked at the beginning, namely: Why must believers in Yahshua 
suffer? What do believers benefit from suffering, if we are already trying to live in accordance to Elohim’s 
word?  Rav Kepha (Peter), specifically discussed this topic and mentions two types of suffering; the first for 
righteousness sake to bring us closer to Elohim, and the second mainly due of problems that we bring on 
ourselves. We read accordingly from 1 Peter 2: 19 - 22, ‘For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience 
toward Elohim a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. (20) For what credit is there if, 
when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right 
and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with Elohim. (21) For you have been called for 
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this purpose, since Messiah also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His 
steps, (22) WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH.’  In addition, 
Yahshua in the Sermon on the Mount said in Matthew 5: 10, “Blessed are those who have been 
persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
As mentioned in 2 Corinthians 4: 4 (already quoted) Satan is the god of this present world. We also read from 
1 John 5: 19, ‘We know that we are of Elohim, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.’ 
Satan is doing everything in his power to get us to give up following YHVH our Elohim. We read further about 
his works from Ephesians 2: 1 & 2, in this way: ‘And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, (2) in 
which you formerly walked according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience.’ In fact Rav Kepha warned believers about Satan in 1 Peter 5: 8, as 
follows: ‘Be of sober spirit, be on alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour.’  Immediately prior to His crucifixion, Yahshua told His disciples in John 15: 19 
& 20, saying, “If you were of the world the world would love its own; but because you are not of this 
world, but I chose you out of this world, therefore the world hates you. (20) Remember the word that I 
said to you, ‘A slave in not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.” 
 
Messiah suffered severe temptation and persecutions throughout His life time. Even though Yahshua was 
totally without sin, He had to suffer for the sins of all of mankind, so that we may be saved from the second 
death. We read accordingly from Hebrews 5: 7 – 9, ‘In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers 
and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was 
heard because of His piety (or goodness). (8) Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the 
things which He suffered. (9) And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him 
the source of eternal salvation.’ Rav Kepha explained in 1 Peter 4: 12 - 14, that even the persecution that 
believers suffer in this age is really aimed at Yahshua our Messiah Himself, as follows: ‘Beloved, do not be 
surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 
strange thing were happening to you; (13) but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Messiah, 
keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. (14) If 
you are reviled for the name of Messiah, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of Elohim 
rest upon you.’ 
 
All of those called by YHVH to perform His work on earth suffered persecution. Daniel was thrown into the 
lion’s den, but as we know was delivered by Elohim (as per Daniel 6). Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-Nego were thrown into a fiery furnace, for not bowing down to an idol of the king of 
Babylon, but again Elohim saved their lives (as per Daniel 3). In most cases YHVH delivered His servants 
from their ordeals, but there were some who like Yahshua our Messiah became martyrs and died for their 
faith. During king Manasseh’s reign in Judah, he shed much innocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem from 
one end to the other; and beside his sins he also made Judah sin (see 2 Kings 21: 16). It is believed that he 
had the name of YHVH removed from all public notices, as well as from all written material. In addition he 
killed many followers of YHVH, by having them thrown from the high rocks near Jerusalem. He was also 
according to the Talmud responsible for having the prophet Isaiah killed, by having him sawn in half, as 
witnessed in Hebrews 11: 35 - 38, as follows:   ‘Woman received back their dead by resurrection; and 
others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; 
(36) and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes also chains and imprisonment. (37) They 
(the prophets) were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the 
sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (38) (men of 
whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the 
ground.’ 
 
We also read about Stephen, immediately prior to being stoned for his faith said to the Council in Acts 7: 52 & 
53, ‘Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who had 
previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have 
now become; (53) you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.’ We are 
called to show people how to live the way of Elohim, as we read from Matthew 5: 13 – 16, in this way: “You 
are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be me salty again? It is good 
for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men (as salt we should 
influence people to live correctly and should not be influenced by their misconduct). (14) You are the light of 
the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden (If you call yourself a Nazarene Jew/Israelite, you are 
responsible to always be a good example). (15) Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-
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measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house.  (16) Let your light shine 
before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.”  We should live as examples to the people in the world, even under extremely difficult conditions.  
 
It should be a honor for us to suffer for the kingdom of Elohim, as Rav Shaul explained in Romans 8: 18 & 19, 
as follows: ‘For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us. (19) For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the 
revealing of the sons (or children) of Elohim.’ In fact Rav Shaul understood perfectly why a believer need to 
suffer, because even though he had a persistent health problem, for which he asked YHVH for healing at 
least three times, he accepted Elohim’s answer in 2 Corinthians 12: 9 & 10, in this way: ‘And He has said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will 
rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Messiah may dwell in me. (10) Therefore I am 
well content with weaknesses, with insults and distress, with persecutions, with difficulties, for 
Messiah’s sake, for when I am weak, then I am strong.’  
 
It is only when we view our many sufferings in a proper perspective, that we can understand Elohim’s purpose 
for each and every one of us. By focusing on the coming kingdom of Elohim, we get to understand the 
insignificance of our trials and sufferings. Rav Shaul explains this fittingly in Philippians 3: 8  - 11, ‘More than 
that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Messiah Yahshua my 
Master, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may 
gain Messiah, (9) and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the 
Law, but that which is through faith in Messiah, the righteousness which comes from Elohim on the 
basis of faith, (10) that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; (11) in order that I may attain to the resurrection of the 
dead.’ Those presently suffering from chronic health problems, need to recall what Yahshua has done for our 
sicknesses as recorded by Rav Kepha in 1 Peter 2: 24, as follows: ‘And He Himself bore our sins in His 
body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were 
healed.’ Yahshua’s sufferings make both our physical and spiritual healing possible. This is confirmed in a 
prophecy by Isaiah in Isaiah 53: 5, like this: ‘But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our wellbeing fell upon Him, and by His scourging we 
are healed.’ 
 
Yes, Messiah paid the death penalty for our sins, so that we may be reconciled to Elohim, as we read from 
Colossians 1: 21 & 22, in this way: ‘And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds, (22) yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order 
to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach.’ In fact Yahshua started His 
ministry by quoting from Isaiah 61: 1 – 2, as we read from Luke 4: 18 & 19, as follows: “THE SPIRIT OF 
YHVH IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS 
SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND 
(those of us who were scattered into the nations and became blind to the truth), TO SET FREE THOSE WHO 
ARE DOWNTRODDEN, (19) TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF YHVH.”  We see from verse 20 
& 21 of Luke 4 that Yahshua was specifically sent to fulfill this Scripture.  
 
Healing is but one of the many blessings that YHVH has bestowed upon mankind, but only a small number of 
people have faith in this Scriptural reality. Rav Yaa’cov instructed those who are sick/suffering in 1 James 5: 
13 – 16 to do as follows: ‘Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him 
sing praises. (14) Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the ecclesia, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Master; (15) and the prayer offered in faith will 
restore the one who is sick, and the Master will raise him up, and if he committed sins, they will be 
forgiven him. (16) Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you 
may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.’  If it is impossible for an 
elder to visit a sick person due to the long distances between believers, the elder may send an anointed 
handkerchief to the sick person via the postal system. Upon receiving the handkerchief, the sick person 
should hold it against his/her forehead, praying for healing with the same effect as if the elder is present, as 
we see from Acts 19: 11 & 12.  
 
Rav Shaul further explained in 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 25, that believers should observe the Passover 
annually, for our physical and spiritual healing, in this way: ‘For I received from the Master that which I 
also delivered to you, that the Master Yahshua Messiah in the night in which He was betrayed took 
bread; (24) and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; 
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do this in remembrance of Me! (25) In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”’  
Messiah suffered for us and knows our frame; He is therefore able to help those who are suffering or who are 
tempted, as we read from Hebrews 2: 17 & 18, as follows: ‘Therefore He had to be made like His brethren 
in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to Elohim, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people, (18) For since He Himself was tempted in that which He 
has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.’ 
 
This is very encouraging, knowing that Elohim will help us, as long as we remember that every healing is in 
fact a miracle. Rav Yaa’cov in writing to us who are presently dispersed abroad in James 1: 1 – 4, declared: 
‘James a bond-servant of Elohim and of the Master Yahshua Messiah, to the twelve tribes who are 
dispersed abroad, greetings. (2) Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
(3) knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. (4) And let endurance have its perfect 
result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” It might be difficult to accept the fact 
that the pain and suffering that we have to endure at present, cannot be compared to the conditions during 
the coming kingdom of Elohim.  
 
However, we have this promise recorded for us in 2 Timothy 2: 11 - 13, as follows: It is a trustworthy 
statement: For if we died with Him (in immersion as per Romans 6: 3), we shall also live with Him; (12) If 
we endure, we shall also reign with Him; if we deny Him, he also will deny us; (13) If we are faithless, 
He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.’ Let’s bless the Name of YHVH! 
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Chapter 18: Mysteries of our Faith. 
 
Why are there so many different opinions regarding the basic tenets of our Messianic/Nazarene 
Jewish/Israelite faith? Why can we not agree on doctrines such as the timing on Elohim’s annual Sabbaths as 
given in Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy 16; the Oneness of Elohim; and many other topics, which cause us to 
split into smaller and smaller groups as the time of Messiah’s return draws near?  
 
The reason for this is two-fold; the main reason being that those who are teaching the ecclesia, who should 
be stewards of the mysteries of Elohim, do not believe or understand these mysteries given throughout the 
Scriptures. The second reason is the age old problem of selfish ambition and jealousy which in some cases 
includes anti-Semitism. Rav Shaul talking about selfish ambition wrote in Philippians 1: 15 – 17 concerning 
such teachers, in this way: ‘Some, to be sure, are preaching Messiah even from envy and strife, but 
some also from good will; (16) the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense 
of the gospel; (17) the former proclaim Messiah out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, 
thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.’   
 
Those who always find fault with the writings of Rav Shaul are totally unaware of all the mysteries that he 
disclosed for us in the Scriptures. Rav Kepha in discussing Rav Shaul’s writings in 2 Peter 3: 14 – 16 wrote: 
‘Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless 
and blameless, (15) and regard the patience of our Master to be salvation; just as also our beloved 
brother Paul (Shaul), according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, (16) as also in all his letters, 
speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught 
and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.’ Since there 
are many called out believers who were deceived to mistrust the writings of Rav Shaul, they also do not 
believe or understand the mysteries of our faith, as a large percentage of these mysteries, are discussed in 
his various teachings.  
 
Because of anti-Semitism, a large number of called out believers do not understand Yahshua’s main purpose 
and the fact that it is (YHVH)’s doing, that the Jews do not know the identity of the true Messiah at this time. A 
major part of the mysteries of our faith are in fact linked to the stumbling stone spoken about in both the 
Tanach and the Renewed Covenant. Rav Shaul links the stumbling stone to the mystery of our faith in 1 
Corinthians 1: 21 – 25, in this way: ‘For since in the wisdom of Elohim the world through its wisdom did 
not come to know Elohim, Elohim was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached 
to save those who believe. (22) For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for wisdom; (23) but 
we preach Messiah crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, (24) but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the power of Elohim and the wisdom of Elohim. 
(25) Because the foolishness of Elohim is wiser than men, and the weakness of Elohim is stronger 
than men.’ The Greek term σКάνδαλον (skandalon) refers to a trap or a snare. The term skandalon comes 
from the Greek translation of the Tanach known as the Septuagint. A skandalon as a snare or a trap causes 
people to fall, because they are not able to believe the same and would as a result be offended or 
disappointed by it.  
 
Continuing in 1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 11, we have further confirmation from Rav Shaul that Elohim has hidden 
the identity of Yahshua from the Jewish leaders of His day, as follows; ‘And when I came to you, brethren, I 
did not come with superiority of speech or of the wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony (or 
mystery) of Elohim. (2) For I determined to know nothing among you except Yahshua Messiah, and 
Him crucified. (3) And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. (4) And my 
message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, (5) that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of 
Elohim (namely Yahshua, as we are told in verse 24 of 1 Corinthians 1.).(6) Yet we do speak wisdom 
among those who are mature, a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who 
are passing away; (7) but we speak Elohim’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which Elohim 
predestined before the ages to our glory; (8) the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has 
understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have crucified the Master of glory (If the 
leaders of Yahshua’s day, understood who He was, they would not have had Him killed, and if that happened, 
we would still be in our sins); (9) but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR 
HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT ELOHIM HAS 
PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” (10) For to us Elohim revealed them through the Spirit; for 
the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of Elohim. (11) For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of Elohim no 
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one knows except the Spirit of Elohim.’ Most of us know that we receive the Set-apart Spirit of Elohim 
when we are immersed into Yahshua’s saving name (as per Acts 2: 38) and the laying on of hands by the 
elders, as may be read from Acts 8: 14 – 17.  
 
Most of those called at this time are from Christianity and are ‘gentiles’ only in a secondary sense. Christianity 
is a counterfeit of Nazarene Judaism started by Simon Magus, the person mentioned in Acts 8: 9 – 13 & 18 – 
21, in this way: ‘Now there was a certain man named Simon, who formerly was practicing magic in the 
city, and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great; (10) and they all, from 
smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him saying, “This man is what is called the Great Power 
of Elohim.” (11) And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished them 
with his magic arts. (12) But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of 
Elohim and the name of Yahshua Messiah they were being immersed, men and women alike. (13) And 
even Simon himself believed; and after being immersed he continued on with Philip; and as he 
observed signs, he was constantly amazed. (18) Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed 
through the laying on of hands of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, (19) saying, “Give this 
authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Set-apart Spirit.” 
(20) But Kepha said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain 
the gift of Elohim with money! (21) You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not 
right before Elohim.”’ 
 
Christianity being a counterfeit of the real thing is a dangerous religion used by Satan to deceive the whole 
world. Even though Yahshua redeemed us from our past sins and the curses of the Law, as we are told in 
Galatians 3: 13, if we continue to break the Torah laws of YHVH our Elohim, we again curse ourselves and 
our children, as we read from Deuteronomy 28: 15, as follows: “But it shall come about, if you will not 
obey YHVH your Elohim, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge 
you today, that all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you.” We are all aware that 
Christianity teaches that Yahshua (they refer to our Messiah as Jesus) has abolished the strict Laws of His 
Father, but we know that Yahshua said just the opposite in Matthew 5: 17 – 20, in this way: “Do not think 
that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill (or make it more 
binding, as may be understood from reading the rest of Matthew 5). (18) For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law until all is 
accomplished. (19) Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches 
others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  
 
How many people have in ignorance tattooed their bodies, without ever reading Leviticus 19: 28, thinking that 
the Torah does not apply to Christians any longer? How many westerners, who do not know that they are 
Israelites have given their children to Molech, by having abortions done, because of their immoral lifestyles? 
Most parents teach their children not to touch a hot stove, and not to run with scissors, but do we teach them 
about the shame and punishment that incest brings? The scripture that Satan uses to get Christianity to 
believe this lie, is found in Colossians 2: 14 as follows: “having cancelled out the certificate of debt 
consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us: and He has taken it out of the way, 
having nailed it to the cross.”  However, what is this saying? One thing is certain; it does not say that the 
Law is nailed to the cross. In fact it is saying that the certificate of debt – the document of our indebtedness 
was nailed to the cross. It is similar to when we receive a traffic ticket for parking in a loading zone. After 
paying the traffic ticket for the offense that we committed, we are not allowed to continue breaking the traffic 
laws, are we?  In a similar way, after Yahshua paid the death penalty due to each and every one of us, 
because of our disobedience to Torah, we cannot go on sinning; else we are crucifying Messiah, over and 
over again. Even though we know that no amount of Law keeping can bring us salvation, since it is a free gift 
of Elohim, who loves us. We keep Elohim’s commandments to show Him that we love and obey Him as our 
Creator. It is literally as Rav Yaa’cov wrote in James 2: 24, saying: ‘You see that a man is justified by 
works, and not by faith alone.’ 
 
However, as I mentioned before, even some of those called out by YHVH at this time (have for reasons 
already mentioned), in trying to usurp the authority of the Levites/modern day Pharisees or Rabbinical Jews 
are beginning to lose the keys given the apostles by Yahshua in Matthew 16: 19; The first key being the key 
to the Kingdom of Elohim, as explained by Ravs Kepha and Shaul as they described for us in the following 
Scriptures:  
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Acts 2: 38, ‘And Kepha said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be immersed in the name of 
Yahshua Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins and you shall receive the gift of the Set-apart 
Spirit.”’ In Acts 4: 11 & 12 talking about Yahshua Rav Kepha said: “He is the STONE WHICH WAS 
REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone. (12) And there is 
salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by 
which we must be saved.” Rav Shaul wrote in Romans 8: 11, ‘But if the Spirit of Him who raised 
Yahshua from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give 
life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.’ 
 
The second key given to Rav Kepha and the apostles is; understanding Elohim’s plan of salvation for all 
mankind, as depicted by the Feast Days of Elohim, given in Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy 16, and as 
preserved for us by those who sit in Moses’ seat today, namely the Rabbinical Jews. Some who left us again 
came to believe the Christian lie, that all people must come to repentance during this age, quoting Acts 17: 
30, as follows: “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, Elohim is now declaring to men 
that all everywhere should repent,” However Rav Shaul was here specifically talking to the men of Athens 
(Greeks who always search for new wisdom) who believed in an unknown G-D, telling them that they should 
seek YHVH who made all things and does not dwell in temples made by human hands. He also told them that 
Elohim’s Divine Nature is not like an image formed by the thought of man. However, we also read the second 
part of what he told them in the above quote from verse 31 (being part of the point being discussed in verse 
30), “because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man 
whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising them from the dead.” It is true, 
there is awaiting each one of us a day of judgment, as explained in 1 Corinthians 15: 23 & 24, as follows: ‘But 
each in his own order: Messiah the first fruit(s) after that those who are Messiah’s at His coming, (24) 
then comes the end (ones) when He delivers up the kingdom to the Elohim and Father, when He has 
abolished all rule and all authority and power.’ Many have lost the understanding that they had regarding 
being born again, as Yahshua explained in John 3, and Rav Shaul discussed in 1 Corinthians 15: 20 – 55.  
 
It is important for us to understand why and how Satan is deceiving the whole world to believe in religious 
confusion, where they say that they believe in Yahshua and what He taught whilst He was on earth, but 
contradict most of what He taught anyway. Yes this is also known as a mystery, as we read from Revelation 
17: 4 to the first part of verse 6, in this way: ‘And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and 
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations 
and of the unclean things of her immorality, (5) and upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery, 
“BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 
(6) And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints (true believers), and with the blood of the 
witnesses of Yahshua.’ 
 
Having discussed the reasons for not believing or understanding the mysteries revealed by Rav Shaul, let’s 
consider some of the mysteries mentioned in his letters. In Rav Shaul’s epistle to the Romans he quotes from 
Isaiah 28: 16, applying the same to Yahshua our Messiah and the reason for our Jewish brothers not 
believing in Him, in Romans 9: 30 – 33, as follows: ‘What shall we say then? That Gentiles (those of the 
lost ten tribes who believe they are Gentiles), who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, 
even the righteousness by faith; (31) but Israel (the Jews in this case), pursuing a law of righteousness, 
did not arrive at that law. (32) Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by 
works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, (33) just as it is written, BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A 
STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE 
DISAPPOINTED.”’ This is the same reference used by Rav Kepha in 1 Peter 2: 6 – 10, where he 
acknowledges a second time, that Yahshua is the rock upon which He is building His ecclesia, in this way: 
‘For this is contained in Scripture: “BEHOLD I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER 
stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM SHALL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” (7) This precious value, 
then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 
REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone (8) and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A 
ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word (Yes this is talking 
about the Jews of Messiah’s day, but it is also talking about those who reject Him as the only foundation upon 
which the ecclesia is built), and to this doom they were also appointed. (9) But you are A CHOSEN 
RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR Elohim’s OWN POSSESSION, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
(10) for you once WERE NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF ELOHIM; you had not 
RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.” 
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Yes, Yahshua is the foundation upon which His ecclesia is built and not the Pope or any of Yahshua’s 
apostles as some believe, as is confirmed by Rav Shaul in 1 Corinthians 3: 11, as follows: ‘For no man can 
lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Yahshua Messiah.’ We who have come to 
believe that Yahshua is the visible image of the invisible Elohim, as explained in Colossians 1: 15 have no 
difficulty to recognize that He is the One spoken about in Isaiah 7 & 8.  In a prophecy about Miriam, we read 
from Isaiah 7: 14, “Therefore YHVH Himself will give you a sign; Behold, a virgin will be with child and 
bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel (meaning Elohim with us).” Continuing in Isaiah 8: 8 – 
10, 14 – 16, we read: “Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, it will reach 
even to the neck; and the spread of its wings will fill the breath of your land, O Immanuel. (9) Be 
broken, O peoples, and be shattered; and give ear all remote places of the earth. Gird yourselves, yet 
be shattered. (10) Devise a plan but it will be thwarted; state a plan but it will stand, for Elohim is with 
us.”(14) “Then He shall become a sanctuary; but to both houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock 
to stumble over, and a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. (15) And many will stumble 
over them, then they will fall and be broken; they will even be snared and caught. (16) Bind up the 
testimony, seal the law among my disciples. (17) And I will wait for YHVH who is hiding His face from 
the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly for Him.” 
 
We see the reason for YHVH hiding His face from His people in Micah 3: 4, as follows: ‘Then they will cry 
out to YHVH, but He will not answer them. Instead, He will hide His face from them at that time, 
because they have practiced evil deeds.’ But in Isaiah 45: 15, we get a hint to the true identity of Yahshua 
our Messiah, in this way: ‘Truly, Thou art an Elohim who hides Himself, O Elohim of Israel Savior!’ We 
see further from Isaiah 30: 19 - 21 that during the millennium, when the inhabitants of Jerusalem will weep no 
more, YHVH will no longer hide Himself, as follows: ‘O people in Zion, inhabitants in Jerusalem, you will 
weep no longer. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will 
answer you. (20) Although YHVH has given you bread of privation and water of oppression, He, your 
Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your Teacher. (21) And your ears will 
hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” whenever you turn to the right or to the left.’ 
 
Rav Shaul recognizes the Identity of Yahshua as the Messiah whom Elohim has sent, to rescue all of 
mankind and to reconcile them to Elohim, as being the stumbling block to both Jews and Greeks (non-Jews) 
in 1 Corinthians 1: 23, but also informs the reader that Yahshua is both the power and wisdom of Elohim in 
verse 24. Even though YHVH created mankind in His image, the relationship between mankind and our 
Creator changed drastically, when Adam and Eve sinned. Because of their sin, man was no longer a perfect 
image of Elohim, and Elohim Himself became a ‘man’ in Yahshua Messiah, because only Elohim the Creator 
could pay for the sins of all mankind – as only His life is worth more than all the lives of those whom He has 
created. This is why we Rav Shaul wrote in Romans 8:29, ‘For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.’ 
 
This σКάνδαλον or major stumbling block originated in the way Elohim revealed Himself in the Torah. YHVH 
revealed Himself as the Creator and sustainer of mankind: informing them that; He is YHVH their One and 
Only Elohim; to honor His Name; and not to make any idols or likeness of what is in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  But, in order to accomplish His redemptive work YHVH had to 
become a man in Yahshua the Messiah. Rav Kepha explained in Acts 4: 11 & 12, that not only may we be 
saved through the scandal of YHVH incarnate, but the scandal of His crucifixion is the only way for mankind 
to be reconciled to Elohim. It is in His incarnation as Yahshua our Messiah, the Lamb of Elohim that we 
worship YHVH our Creator and Redeemer. Rav Shaul’s speech in Acts 17 was an attempt to define Elohim in 
terms of what He has done for mankind. Rav Shaul understood that the so-called unknown god had to be 
made known. The Scriptural revelation requires that the name of Elohim be made known to mankind and 
when He revealed Himself in Exodus 3: 14, He said to Moses: “I AM WHO I AM.” The footnote against I AM 
in this verse in the New American Standard Bible reads: ‘Related to the Name of G-d, YHWH, rendered 
LORD, which is derived from the verb HAYAH, to be.’ This essentially means that YHVH can be whatever we 
need Him to be, as may be understood from His many names given in the Tanach, for example; YHVH-
YIRAH meaning YHVH our Provider in Genesis 22: 14; YHVH-NISSI meaning YHVH is My Banner in Exodus 
17: 15; and YHVH-TSIDIKENU meaning YHVH Our Righteousness in Jeremiah 23: 6, which in essence 
referred to Yahshua the righteous Branch, through whom we His creation attains righteousness and who will 
reign as king over Judah and Israel during the millennium. We also know that the meaning of Yahshua’s 
name is that He will save His people from their sins, or the Salvation of YHVH. 
 
Through these facts and the commandments given in Exodus 20: 3 – 11, YHVH ensured that His people 
understood the importance of His name in worshipping Him. If our proclamation that Yahshua is YHVH in the 
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flesh is an offense to Jews and non-Jews, then it will have to be the σКάνδαλον (scandal) that Yahshua said 
it would be in Matthew 21: 42 – 44, as follows: “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘THE STONE WHICH 
THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; THIS CAME ABOUT FROM 
YHVH, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES’? (43) Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of Elohim will 
be taken away from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it. (44) And he who falls on 
this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” Elohim has 
truly gone to extremes to make His name and deeds known to us. Even the Psalms attest to the fact the 
YHVH became our salvation, as in Psalm 118: 21 – 26 in this way: ‘I shall give thanks to Thee for thou 
hast answered me; and Thou hast become my salvation. (22) The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief corner stone. (23) This is (YHVH)’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (24) This 
is the day which YHVH has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (25) O YHVH, do save, we beseech 
Thee; O YHVH we beseech Thee do send prosperity! (26) Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of YHVH; we have blessed you from the house of YHVH.’  
 
We are told in 1 Timothy 3: 8 & 9 that a major qualification of those who serve as deacons in the ecclesia, is 
to believe or hold to the mystery of the (our) faith with a clear conscience. So what is the mystery of our faith 
(or godliness)? We conclude by reading the answer from 1 Timothy 3: 16 (KJV); ‘And without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness: G-d (Elohim) was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.’ Continuing in 1 
Timothy 4: 1, 2  & 10 (NASB), Rav Shaul writes: ‘But the spirit explicitly says that in later times some will 
fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, (2) by means of 
hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron. (10) For it is for this we 
labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living Elohim, who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of believers.’  We also read fittingly from Deuteronomy 32: 15, “But Jeshurun (Israel) grew fat 
and kicked—You are grown fat, thick and sleek—Then he forsook Elohim who made him, and scorned 
the Rock of his salvation.”  
 
Those of us from the lost ten tribes, called at this time by YHVH to return to Him, should not let the P’shat (or 
literal meaning) of the Scriptures get in our way of understanding the Oneness of Elohim, which YHVH our 
Elohim commanded Moses to teach in Deuteronomy 6: 4, in this way: “Hear, O Israel! YHVH is our Elohim, 
YHVH is one!”  
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Chapter 19: Let’s learn to pray. 
 

Rav Shaul talks about two different priesthoods in Hebrews 8 - 10 stating in Hebrews 9: 8, that: ‘The Set-
apart Spirit is signifying this, that the way to the Set-apart place has not yet been disclosed, while the 
outer tabernacle is still standing.’ The Set-apart Spirit informs us that the Levitical priesthood did not 
provide Elohim’s people with direct access into His presence, but restricted us from entry, since access had to 
come by another way. It teaches that we cannot have access to the Father, without the death of Yahshua our 
Messiah, because there was no way to the Father through the sacrificial system. We read accordingly about 
Yahshua’s death in Luke 23: 44 - 49, ‘And it was now about the sixth hour (12 o’clock in the afternoon), 
and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour (3 o’clock in the afternoon), (45) the sun being 
obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two. (46) And Yahshua, crying out with a loud voice, 
said, “Father, INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” And having said this, He breathed His last. 
(47) Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he began praising Elohim, saying, “Certainly 
this man was innocent.” (48) And all the multitudes who came together for the spectacle, when they 
observed what had happened, began to return, beating their breasts. (49) And all His acquaintances 
and the women who accompanied Him from Galilee, were standing at a distance, seeing these things.’   
 
The spectacle that these people witnessed was that the veil of the temple was torn in two. This was the veil to 
the Holy of Holies and was a physical sign that Yahshua’s death allowed us direct access to the throne of 
YHVH our Elohim in prayer. We are now allowed to speak directly to our heavenly Father in prayer, to thank 
Him for His many blessings and to make known our needs to Him. Even so, we cannot come before YHVH in 
an unworthy or flippant manor. We know that even Messiah’s disciples had to learn how to pray effectively. 
We read about them after Yahshua’s ascension to heaven forty days after His resurrection, from Acts 1: 13 & 
14, in this way: ‘And when they had entered (Jerusalem), they went to the upper room, where they were 
staying; that is Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. (14) These 
all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Miriam 
the mother of Yahshua, and with His brothers.’  
 
We also see that prayer played a major role in the lives of our fathers in the faith. We read how Abraham 
prayed for Abimelech’s family in Genesis 20: 17 & 18, as follows: ‘And Abraham prayed to Elohim; and 
Elohim healed Abimelech and his wife and his maids, so that they bore children. (18) For YHVH had 
closed fast all the wombs of the household of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.’ We also 
read about Isaac when He prayed to Elohim for his wife in Genesis 25: 21, in this way: ‘And Isaac prayed to 
YHVH on behalf of his wife, because she was barren; and YHVH answered him and Rebekah his wife 
conceived.’  In Genesis 32: 9 – 12, we also have an account of Jacob praying to YHVH as follows: ‘And 
Jacob said, “O Elohim of my father Abraham and Elohim of my father Isaac, O YHVH, who didst say to 
me, ‘Return to your country and your relatives, and I will prosper you,’ (10)  I am unworthy of all the 
faithfulness which thou hast shown to Thy servant; for with my staff only I crossed this Jordan, and 
now I have become two companies. (11) Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come and attack me, the mothers with the children. (12) For Thou 
didst say, ‘I will surely prosper you, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude,’” We notice from these prayers that our fathers in the faith were sincere, 
trusting and speaking openly with YHVH our Elohim; They recognized that YHVH will intervene in their times 
of need, praying from their hearts and not reciting prayers from pre-prepared prayer books or lists.  
 
We read from Genesis 14: 18 – 20 that during Abraham’s lifetime he tithed to Melchizedek the king of Salem, 
in this way: ‘And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of 
Elohim Most High. (19) And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of Elohim Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth; (20) And blessed be Elohim Most High, Who has delivered your 
enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tenth of all.’  After the sin of the golden calve after YHVH 
entered into a covenant relationship with Israel at Mount Sinai, the Levitical Priesthood was introduced, where 
the blood of an animal had to be sacrificed every time the people sinned. However, after Yahshua’s death he 
re-introduced the Priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek once again as is witnessed in Hebrews 7: 
14 – 17, as follows: ‘For it is evident that our Master was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference 
to which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests. (15) And this is clearer still, if another priest arises 
according to the likeness of Melchizedek, (16) who has become such not on the basis of a law of 
physical requirement, but according to the power of an indestructible life. (17) For it is witnessed of 
Him, “THOU ART A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.”  Reading 
further in Hebrews 7, we see that Yahshua has effectively done away with the Sacrificial laws administered by 
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the Levitical Priesthood and brought in a better hope, through which we draw near to Elohim. Yahshua 
became the guarantee of a permanent and better priesthood who does not need to bring daily sacrifices, like 
the Levitical Priests who had to first offer up sacrifices for His own sins, and then for the sins of the people, 
because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. Now we approach YHVH directly, through the 
blood of Yahshua and as He said to His disciples in John 15: 16, whatever we ask the Father in Yahshua’s 
name, He may give us.  
 
Before learning how to pray, let’s turn to Acts 12: 5 – 17 to illustrate the effectiveness of fervent prayer by the 
ecclesia, in this way: ‘So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by 
the ecclesia of Elohim. (6) And on the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains; and guards in front of the door were 
watching over the prison. (7) And behold, an angel of YHVH suddenly appeared, and a light shone in 
the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and roused him saying, “Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off 
his hands. (8) And the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And 
he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” (9) And he went out and continued to 
follow, and he did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was 
seeing a vision. (10) And when they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate 
that leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went along one street; 
and immediately the angel departed from him. (11) And when Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I 
know for sure that YHVH has sent forth His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all 
that the Jewish people were expecting.” (12) And when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, 
the mother of John who was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 
(13) And when he knocked at the door of the gate, a servant-girl named Rhoda came to answer. (14) 
And when she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and 
announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate. (15) And they said to her, “You are out of your 
mind!” But she kept insisting that it was so. And they kept saying, “It is his angel.” (16) But Peter 
continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him and were amazed. (17) But 
motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how YHVH led him out of the 
prison. And he said, “Report these things to James and the brethren.” And he departed and went to 
another place.’ 
 
Even so, let’s see if there are any pre-requisites ensuring that our Father hears and answers our prayers. We 
read from Isaiah 59: 1 & 2, ‘Behold, (YHVH)’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear 
so dull that it cannot hear. (2) But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your 
Elohim, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.’  A second witness to 
this is found in John 9: 31, as follows: “We know that Elohim does not hear sinners; but if anyone is 
Elohim-fearing, and does His will, He hears him.” This is also confirmed in Psalm 34: 14 – 16, in this way: 
‘Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace and pursue it. (15) The eyes of YHVH are toward the 
righteous, and His ears are open to their cry. (16) The face of YHVH is against evildoers, to cut off the 
memory of them from the earth.’ Elohim does not hear those who are actively involved in breaking His 
commandments - In fact sin forms a barrier between us and Elohim, which diminish the working of His Set-
apart Spirit within us, as we read from Isaiah 63: 10, as follows: ‘But they rebelled and grieved His Set-
apart Spirit; therefore, He turned Himself to become their enemy, He fought against them.’ So it is 
abundantly clear that obedience brings us in line with Elohim’s will and opens the required communication 
channels with Him. 
 
Apart from obedience there are also other requirements necessary for a successful prayer life. Firstly YHVH 
requires that we approach Him in a humble attitude, as we read from Isaiah 66: 2, in this way: “For My hand 
made all these things, thus all these things came into being,” declares YHVH. “But to this one I will 
look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.” We read two additional 
requirements for worshipping YHVH from John 4: 22 - 24, as follows: “You worship that which you do not 
know; we worship that which we know, for salvation is from the Jews. (23) But an hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the 
Father seeks to be His worshipers. (24) Elohim is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” But the most important requirement remains obedience to Elohim’s teachings as we read 
from 1 John 3: 21 & 22, in this way: ‘Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 
before Elohim; (22) and whatever we ask we receive  from Him, because we keep His commandments 
and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.’ If we come to YHVH in a humble attitude He will definitely 
hear us, as we are ensured in (the often quoted) 2 Chronicles 7: 14, as follows: ‘and My people who are 
called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, 
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then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.’ We may with confidence 
approach our heavenly Father if we seek Him according to His will, as we read from 1 John 5: 14 & 15, ‘And 
this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us. (15) And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests which we have asked from Him.’  
 
Being followers of Yahshua our Messiah, we also need to consider the principles that He taught including the 
model prayer that He gave His followers in Matthew 6: 5 – 13, in this way: “And when you pray, you are not 
to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, 
in order to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. (6) But you, when you 
pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in 
secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you. (7) And when you are praying, do not use 
meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many 
words. (8) Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him. 
(9) Pray, then in this way: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. (10) Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. (11) Give us this day our daily bread. (12) And 
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. (13) And do not lead us into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amein.” We 
should understand that the model prayer given us by Yahshua should also not be repeated many times over, 
as that will simply be meaningless repetition that He warned about earlier.  Our prayers should at times 
include some of the elements that Yahshua mentioned in His model prayer; one of which is to ask for our 
daily supply of food. Note it does not say we should pray for our annual supply of groceries. We should also 
remember that when we do use some of the elements of the model prayer, we should give it some thought, 
so that it has meaning to us; we may also expand and refine the elements that Yahshua gave us. Most of all 
we should remember that YHVH is our loving Father, who wants us to share with Him our needs and 
successes in life.  
 
But YHVH also wants us to thank Him for all that He does for us. The point is that we should sometimes sit 
still and think (meditate) about all the good things that YHVH continually provides for us – this will help us to 
thank Him for His loving kindness toward us. We read fittingly from Philippians 4: 6, ‘Be anxious for nothing, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
Elohim.’ Everything that we have and are comes from YHVH our Elohim, and only He is worthy of our thanks 
for what He has done and will do for us in the future.  We should praise YHVH through Yahshua as we read 
from Hebrews 13: 15, as follows: ‘Through Him (Yahshua) then, let us continually offer up sacrifice of 
praise to Elohim, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.’ Even though YHVH knows what 
we need, we should make our needs knowing to Him, as Rav Kepha wrote in 1 Peter 5: 6 & 7, saying: 
‘Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of Elohim, that He may exalt you at the proper 
time, (7) casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.’ We read further instructions 
regarding prayer from Proverbs 2: 1 – 6, in this way: ‘My son, if you will receive my sayings, and treasure 
my commandments within you, (2) Make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to 
understanding; (3) For if you cry for discernment, lift your voice for understanding; (4) If you seek her 
as silver, and search for her as hidden treasures; (5) Then you will discern the fear of YHVH, and 
discover the knowledge of Elohim. (6) For YHVH gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding.’ 
 
A major portion of our prayers should be for others, as that is one way in which we may love our neighbors as 
ourselves, as we read from 1 Timothy 2: 1 – 4, as follows: ‘First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and 
prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, (2) for kings and all who are in 
authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. (3) This is 
good and acceptable in the sight of Elohim our Savior, (4) who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.’  A second witness to this comes from Ephesians 6: 18 & 19. in this 
way: ‘With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert 
with all perseverance and petition for all the saints (meaning fellow believers), (19) and pray on my 
behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness 
the mystery of the gospel.’ 
 
Since we as humans sin knowingly and unknowingly on a daily basis, if behooves us to come boldly before 
YHVH our Father in the blood of Yahshua our Messiah, asking for His forgiveness. We read the example that 
Yahshua gave us in a parable in Luke 18: 9 – 14, as follows: ‘And He also told this parable to certain ones 
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: (10) Two men 
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went up unto the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-gatherer. (11) The Pharisee stood 
and was praying thus to himself, “Elohim, I thank thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer. (12) I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I 
get.’(13) But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘Elohim be merciful to me, the sinner!’ (14) I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be 
humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted.” A second witness to this comes from 1 John 1: 
9, in this way: ‘If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.’ 
 
If you and I are sure of our calling, then we may also be assured of Elohim’s commitment to us; He called us 
because He knew that we have the potential to make it into His eternal kingdom. It is as Rav Shaul writes in 
Philippians 1: 3 – 6, saying: ‘I thank Elohim in all my remembrance of you, (4) always offering prayer 
with joy in my every prayer for you all, (5) in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day 
until now. (6) For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect 
it until the day of Messiah Yahshua.’  In fact Yahshua confirmed this in John 10: 27 – 30, in this way: “My 
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me ; (28) and I give eternal life to them, and 
they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. (29) My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. (30) I and 
the Father are one.” 
 
Prayer is our opportunity to talk to YHVH our Elohim and since He is the all-powerful King of the Universe we 
should put every effort into our prayers, as He is attuned to effective heartfelt prayer as we read from the 
second part of James 5: 16, as follows: ‘The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.’  
As priests in the order of Melchizedek  we should pray at least twice a day, but possibly even three times a 
day as King David wrote in Psalm 55: 16 & 17, saying: ‘As for me, I shall call upon Elohim, and YHVH will 
save me. (17) Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur, and He will hear my 
voice.’ Amein and Amein! 
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Chapter 20: The Two House doctrine in the Scriptures - updated 02/10/2013. 
 

The ‘Two House Doctrine’ is found throughout the Scriptures and even though most Messianic Jews deny it, 
Rabbinical Jews in Israel and even some in South Africa have confirmed their belief in the same, in the 
writings of Yair Davidy of Britam from Israel and an article in a recent booklet that I received from a 
synagogue in Johannesburg, as shown in a recent sermon. Every year since I came to know that I am an 
Israelite descended from both houses of Israel in 1971 and especially during the past few years, YHVH our 
Elohim has been adding to my understanding of the two house doctrine on almost an annual basis. Let’s 
therefore work through the Scriptures to confirm our belief in the two house doctrine which is also the missing 
key for unlocking the numerous Scriptural prophecies in respect of the modern day descendants of the 
ancient house of Israel and for understanding the word of Elohim better.  
 
To begin with it is necessary to recall that the original nation of Israel ruled by King David, split in two after 
King Solomon died, because of idolatry and formed the two nations, known as the house of Judah and the 
house of Israel. During the years 721 – 718 BCE the house of Israel (consisting of the Northern ten tribes) 
were invaded by the Assyrians, and taken captive. Over time they migrated northwest into what is today 
known as Europe, but they lost their identity, their culture and language. The other two tribes forming the 
house of Judah were also later taken into captivity by king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, but they retained 
their language, culture and faith in the one true Elohim. Some of the two tribes making up the house of Judah 
were later resettled in their homeland, when they returned during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. There was 
a ‘sprinkling’ of returnees from the House of Israel amongst these returnees, but the ten-lost-tribes never 
returned en masse as with Judah at that time. Most importantly, more than 65 years ago, their descendants 
who were also eventually dispersed throughout the world, started resettling in the land which is known as 
Israel today. Even so, only a few people understand that a major portion of the prophecies given in the 
Scriptures about Israel and Judah, were given for the end time. Even so, the trouble in Israel started before 
the time of King David, when the nation asked Samuel for a king to rule them, as recorded in first Samuel 8: 6 
& 7, in this way: ‘But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, “Give us a king 
to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to YHVH. (7) And YHVH said to Samuel, ‘Listen to the voice of the 
people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have rejected Me from being king over them.’’ 
When Israel rejected YHVH as King; He gave them King Saul – who was great in his own eyes. The Hebrew 
name Saul is transliterated in Hebrew as Shaul (שאול). Shaul is related to the word Sha’al (שאל) meaning 
demand or ask. Israel demanded a king, and YHVH gave them Shaul (שאול) which can also mean sheol or 
the grave. So in the end YHVH gave Israel what they asked for. 
 
Let’s focus for a moment on Israel’s first king – King Saul. King Saul failed the test which YHVH gave him 
when he offered up a burnt offering – something which only a priest could do. We read the account in first 
Samuel 13: 5 – 9 as follows: ‘Now the Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 30,000 chariots and 
6,000 horsemen, and people like the sand which is on the sea shore in abundance; and they came up 
and camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven. When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait (for 
the people were hard-pressed), then the people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in 
cellars, and in pits. Also some of the Hebrews crossed the Jordan into the land of Gad and Gilead. But 
as for Saul he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him with trembling. Now he waited seven 
days, according to the appointed time set by Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the 
people were scattering from him. So Saul said, “Bring to me the burnt offering and the peace 
offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering.” In verse 13 and the 1

st
 part of verse 14 of first Samuel 13 

we read: ‘And Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of 
YHVH your Elohim, which He commanded you, for now YHVH would have established your kingdom 
over Israel for ever. But now your kingdom shall not endure.”’ Saul lacked faith in YHVH and failed. We 
are told in Hebrews 11: 6 that it is impossible to please YHVH, without faith, in this way: ‘And without faith it 
is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to Elohim must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.’ 
 
In addition we read from first Samuel 15: 1 – 3, ‘Then Samuel said to Saul, “YHVH sent me to anoint you 
as king over His people, over Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of YHVH. Thus says YHVH of 
hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while 
he was coming up from Egypt. Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do 
not spare him; but put to death man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’” 
We read further from first Samuel 15: 9 that Saul disobeyed YHVH, when he saved Agag the king of Amalek, 
as well as the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that were good.  When Samuel 
questioned Saul about this in first Samuel 15: 13 - 15, he blamed the people for his indiscretion. This is when 
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YHVH rejected  Saul from being king over Israel as recorded in first Samuel 15: 23, in this way: “For 
rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is an iniquity and idolatry. Because you (Saul) 
have rejected the word of YHVH, He has also rejected you from being king.” But, let’s continue through 
the pages of the Scriptures to see how YHVH rejected the nation of Israel, after warning them through the 
prophets. We turn to the book of Hosea where Elohim instructs the prophet Hosea to marry a harlot named 
Gomer, to show to the house of Israel that because they stopped following the way of Elohim and committed 
whoredom,  they will be scattered amongst the nations of the world. We see from verse 3 that Gomer 
conceived and bore a son and in verses 4 & 5 of Hosea 1 YHVH speaks to Hosea, saying: “Name him 
Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will 
put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. (5) And it will come about on that day, that I will 
break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” The name ‘Jezreel’ means ‘Elohim will scatter’ showing 
that the house of Israel would be scattered into all the nations of the world to become known as Gentiles. 
Hosea had two more children with Gomer; a daughter called ‘Lo-ruhamah’ meaning ‘she obtained no 
compassion or mercy’ and another son named ‘Lo-ammi’ meaning ‘not my people’.  YHVH was showing 
through the prophet Hosea that, as a result of Israel’s idolatry He had no mercy and scattered Israel into the 
world, where they will not be considered His people any longer.   
 
But despite this judgment, Elohim promised that He would nonetheless fulfill the covenant that He made with 
Abraham in Genesis 12: 2 & 3. We read accordingly from verses 10 & 11 of Hosea 1, ‘Yet the number of the 
sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and it will 
come about that, in the place where it is said to them, “You are not My people,” it will be said to them, 
“You are the sons of the living Elohim.” (11) And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be 
gathered together, and they will appoint for themselves one leader, and they will go up from the land, 
for great will be the day of Jezreel.”’ The day of Jezreel refers to the end time tribulation, which has already 
started for some of the modern day Israelites. We see further that during these turbulent times that the house 
of Israel will again unite with the house of Judah, despite some doubting it. YHVH promised in Deuteronomy 4 
that if we are in distress in the latter days and return to Him, He will not forget the covenant that He swore to 
our forefathers, as recorded in verses 25 – 31, as follows: ‘When you become the father of children and 
children’s children and have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the 
form of anything, and do that which is evil in the sight of YHVH your Elohim so as to provoke Him to 
anger, (26) I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you shall surely perish quickly 
from the land where you are going over the Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but 
shall be utterly destroyed. (27) And YHVH will scatter you among the peoples, and you shall be left 
few in number among the nations, where YHVH shall drive you. (28) And there you will serve gods, the 
work of man’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell. (29) But from 
there you will seek YHVH your Elohim, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart 
and all your soul. (30) When you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter 
days, you will return to YHVH your Elohim and listen to His voice. (31) For YHVH your Elohim is a 
compassionate Elohim; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget, the covenant with your fathers 
which He swore to them.’ 
 
Rav Kepha talking specifically to those of us called from the lost ten tribes at this time in first Peter 2: 1 – 10, 
said: ‘Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander (the sort 
of problems many of those of us called-out of the world, suffer from), (2) like newborn babes, long for the 
pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, (3) if you have tasted the 
kindness of YHVH. (4) And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and 
precious in the sight of Elohim, (5) you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house 
for a Set-apart priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Elohim through Yahshua 
Messiah. (6) For this is contained in Scripture; “BEHOLD I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A 
PRECIOUS CORNER stone, And he who believes in him shall not be disappointed.” (7) This precious 
value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 
REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,” (8) and, “A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A 
ROCK OF OFFENSE”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom 
they were also appointed. (9) But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, 
A PEOPLE FOR Elohim’s OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; (10) for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now 
you are THE PEOPLE OF ELOHIM; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED 
MERCY.” How, fantastic is this; YHVH became a man in Yahshua to pay for our sins (Law breaking) as our 
kinsman redeemer.  
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Those of us called mostly from Christianity are in fact a remnant of the lost ten tribes, who were scattered into 
the world. The question is; why did YHVH call us at this time? The answer is found in Romans 11: 5 -11, as 
follows: ‘In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to 
Elohim’s gracious choice. (6) But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace is no longer grace. (7) What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but 
those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; (8) just as it is written, “ELOHIM 
GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS 
VERY DAY.” (YHVH has at this time blinded the minds of the Jews to Yahshua’s identity) (9) And David 
says, “LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A 
RETRIBUTION TO THEM. (10) LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR 
BACKS FOREVER.” (11) I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But 
by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.’ We need to realize 
that the house of Israel was called ‘not a people’ to understand our role in provoking the house of Judah to 
jealousy in the end of days, as Rav Shaul explained in Romans 9 through 11. Today, we who were once ‘not 
a people’ have become ‘sons of the living Elohim’ by Elohim calling us out of modern day Christianity 
through Yahshua our Messiah’s redemptive work on the impalement tree.  
 
In fact Moses prophesied about Judah in Deuteronomy 32: 21, saying: ‘They have made Me jealous with 
what is not Elohim; They have provoked Me to anger with idols. So I will make them jealous with 
those who are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.’ Rav Shaul quoting from 
Deuteronomy 32: 21 in Romans 10: 19, writes in verse 20 that Isaiah is very bold when he referred to the 
house of Israel as being a people who were ‘not a people’ or ‘not called by Elohim’s name’, stating: “I 
WAS FOUND BY THOSE WHO SOUGHT ME NOT, I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO DID NOT 
ASK FOR ME.”  In fact going back to Isaiah 65: 1, where this is quoted from we read: ‘I permitted Myself to 
be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek 
Me. I said, ‘Here am I, here am I,’ to a nation which did not call on My name.’ Notice, this is talking about 
‘a nation’ and not ‘the nation’. Rav Shaul wrote in Colossians 1: 25 & 26: ‘Of this ecclesia I was made a 
minister according to the stewardship from Elohim bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully 
carry out the preaching of the word of Elohim, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the 
past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints (true believers).’ Yes, Rav Shaul 
had a major role to play in this important revelation. 
 
The nation who was ‘not called by My name’ was the house or nation of Israel of whom it was said that they 
were ‘not a people’ of Elohim in Hosea 1. The so-called Gentiles in Romans 9: 24 are in fact the house of 
Israel spoken about in Hosea 1. Rav Shaul makes it clear in Romans 9: 25 – 26, but goes on saying in verse 
27: ‘And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, “THOUGH THE NUMBER OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL BE AS 
THE SAND OF THE SEA, IT IS THE REMNANT THAT WILL BE SAVED

21
.” In the book of Daniel (chapter 

9: 7), Judah is the part of the united nation of Israel who is ‘near’ and Israel is part of the nation who is ‘far 
away in all the countries to which Thou has driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds which they 
have committed against Thee.’  We see further that Rav Shaul uses more or less these exact same words 
in Ephesians 2: 11 - 14, saying: ‘Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who 
are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by 
human hand—(12) remember that you were at that time separate from Messiah, excluded from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
Elohim in the world. (13) But now in Messiah Yahshua you who formerly were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Messiah. (14) For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into 
one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall.’  Isaiah talks about this dividing wall in Isaiah 11: 13, 
in this way: ‘Then the jealousy of Ephraim will depart, and those who harass Judah will be cut off; 
Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, and Judah will not harass Ephraim.’ 
 
The wall of partition was the separation (or divorce) in the marriage between YHVH and Israel that Yahshua 
died for to restore. We read from verses 15 & 16 of Ephesians 2, ‘by abolishing in His flesh the enmity 
(punishment we earned), which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself 
He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, (16) and might reconcile them 
both in one body to Elohim through the cross by it having put to death the enmity.’ Those who are ‘far 
off’, who were once according to Jeremiah 3: 8 divorced, have now been brought near by the blood of 
Messiah. We read further from Ephesians 2: 17 (which is a quote from Isaiah 57: 19): ‘AND HE CAME AND 
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 Only those called at this time will if they overcome Satan, the world and their own human nature, will become first-fruits to 
rule as kings and priests under Yahshua during the millennium. 
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PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR;’  
Continuing in verse 18 – 22, we read: ‘for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the 
Father. (19) So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, 
and are of Elohim’s household, (20) having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and the 
prophets, Messiah Yahshua Himself being the corner stone, (21) in whom the whole building being 
fitted together is growing into a set-apart temple in the Master; (22) in whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling of Elohim in the Spirit.’ 
 
The one new man spoken about in verse 15 of Ephesians 2 is the remnant of the lost ten tribes, believers 
called out of the world (or more specifically from the Christian Church) and the Jews who remain faithful to 
YHVH and His Torah, until Yahshua returns one day on Yom Teruah. This is when according to Zechariah 12: 
10, ‘they will look on Me whom they have pierced’.  Yahshua is the root of the olive tree spoken about in 
Romans 11, as testified in Revelation 5: 3 – 5, as follows: ‘And no one in heaven, or on the earth, or under 
the earth, was able to open the book (scroll), or to look into it. (4) And I began to weep greatly, because 
no one was found worthy to open the book, or to look into it (this is something that we need to 
remember; only Yahshua is worthy – not the Pope or any human being; that is why we come before YHVH in 
and through Yahshua our Messiah and Savior); (5) and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; 
behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has overcome so as to open the 
book and its seven seals.”  We also read Yahshua’s own words in Revelation 22: 16, in this way: “I, 
Yahshua, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the ecclesia. I am the root and the 
offspring of David, the bright morning star.” 
 
We know that according to Romans 11: 32 that it is (YHVH)’s doing that the Jews are blinded to the identity of 
Yahshua. It is for this reason that we read from Romans 11: 17 – 24, ‘But if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of 
the rich root of the olive tree. (18) do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, 
remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you. (19) You will say then, 
“Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” (20) Quite right, they were broken off for 
their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; (21) for if Elohim did not 
spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you. (22) Behold then the kindness and severity of 
Elohim; to those who fell severity, but to you, Elohim’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; 
otherwise you also will be cut off. (23) And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be 
grafted in; for Elohim is able to graft them in again. (24) For if you were cut off from what is by nature 
a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more shall 
these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?’  Contrary to what the Christian 
Church teach, it is ultimately (YHVH)’s plan to save most of the human beings who ever lived. Only those who 
after learning the truth in this life, or after the second resurrection and reject the same will become ashes 
under the feet of the righteous, as we read from Hebrews 10: 26 & 27, as follows: ‘For if we go on sinning 
willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, (27) 
but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME 
THE ADVERSARIES.’ 
 
Those worried about whether brother Judah is going to be there, should stop worrying, as we read from 
Romans 11: 25 – 29, in this way: ‘For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest 
you be wise in your own estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel (in this case 
meaning Judah) until the fullness of the Gentiles (the total number of first fruits from the lost ten tribes, 
including some real gentiles) has come in: (26) and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, 
“THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS (lack of faith) FROM 
JACOB. (27) AND THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” (28) From 
the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of Elohim’s 
choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; (29) for the gifts and the calling of Elohim are 
irrevocable.’  When will YHVH forgive the house of Judah their sins? When Yahshua returns one day, as 
may be read from Zechariah 12: 7 – 10, as follows:  ‘YHVH also will save the tents of Judah first in order 
that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be 
magnified above Judah. (8) In that day YHVH will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the one 
who is feeble among them in that day will be like David, and the House of David will be like Elohim, 
like the angel of YHVH before them. (9) And it will come about in that day that I will set about do 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. (10) And I will pour out on the house of David 
and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace (we are saved by grace) and of supplication, so 
that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an 
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only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born.’ As I mentioned 
in a number of previous sermons, this will be similar to what happened to Yahshua’s disciple known as the 
unbelieving Thomas, as we read from John 20: 26 – 29: ‘And after eight days again His disciples were 
inside, and Thomas with them. Yahshua came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst, 
and said, “Peace be with you.” (27) Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here your finger, and see My 
hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.” (28) 
Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Master and my Elohim!” (29) Yahshua said to him, “Because 
you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”’ 
 
Rav Kepha wrote the entire first book of Peter to the chosen remnant of the house of Israel in exile, as we 
read from 1 Peter 1: 1, in this way: ‘Peter, an apostle of Yahshua Messiah, to those who reside as aliens 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen.’ Both the 
words ‘aliens’ and ‘scattered’ agree with what we’ve read in Hosea 1; Ephesians 2; and Romans 11. We also 
see in 1 Peter 5: 13, that at that time there were even some chosen ones in Babylon, as follows: ‘She who is 
in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark.’ Whether you 
like it or not, both houses of Israel are sisters, as is witnessed in Ezekiel 23: 1 – 4, in this way: ‘The word of 
YHVH came to me again saying, (2) “Son of man, there were two women, the daughters of one 
mother; (3) and they played the harlot in Egypt. They played the harlot in their youth; there their 
breasts were pressed, and there their virgin bosom was handled. (4) And their names were Oholah the 
elder and Oholibah her sister. And they became Mine, and they bore sons and daughters. And as for 
their names, Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem is Oholibah.’ This is obvious; the Northern kingdom 
(Israel) is Samaria and the Southern kingdom (Judah) is Jerusalem.  
 
We see that during the time of the apostles, believers from both houses attended Set-apart days as may be 
understood from reading Acts 2: 6 – 11, as follows: ‘And when this sound occurred, the multitude came 
together, and were bewildered, because they were each one hearing them speak in his own language. 
(7) And they were amazed and marveled, saying, “Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
(8) And how is that we each hear them in our own language to which we were born? (9) Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, (10) 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, (11) Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the 
mighty deeds of Elohim.’ Here we have listed aliens, Jews and proselytes. The aliens are the same ones 
written about in 1 Peter 1: 1.  In Acts 2: 36 & 39, Rav Kepha is addressing ‘all the house of Israel’ and in 
verse 39 He wrote: “For the promise is for you and your children (after you), and for all who are far off, 
as many as YHVH our Elohim shall call to Himself.” So the promise spoken about here is for us – who are 
far off. We also know that Rav Shaul wrote an entire epistle (letter) to the exiles in Galatia.  
 
Yahshua came specifically to bring the house of Israel back to the house of Judah and to the Father, as He 
said to the Canaanite woman who asked Him to have mercy on her daughter who was possessed by demons 
in Matthew 15: 25, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” This is also what He told His 
disciples in the parable about the prodigal son in Luke 15: 11 – 32. The parable is essentially about us the lost 
ten tribes of the house of Israel who asked the Father for our portion of our inheritance and then went away 
and squandered it on loose living. When this son comes to himself in the end of days, he decides to return to 
the Father, as prophesied by YHVH in Deuteronomy 4. Yahshua explained that when the prodigal son returns 
to his father, the elder brother (Judah) who remained with the Father ever since Ezra and Nehemiah and the 
Jews returned to worshipping YHVH the Elohim of Israel over 2500 years ago, being jealous of his returning 
younger brother in a discussion in verses 26 – 32 Luke 15, in this way: “And he summoned one of the 
servants and began inquiring what these things might be. (27) And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 
(28) But he became angry, and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began entreating 
him. (29) But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you, 
and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a kid, that I might 
be merry with my friends; (30) but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with 
harlots, you killed the fattened calf for him.’ (31) And he said to him, ‘My child, you have always been 
with me, and all that is mine is yours. (32) But we had to be merry and rejoice, for this brother of yours 
was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’” Judah is not pleased with us 
returning to YHVH after being away for so long, but they will eventually accept us, when Yahshua returns one 
day. 
 



Sundry sermons III Page 99 
 

Even so, turning to the book of Isaiah, we see that in the last days there will be descendants of Jacob who will 
again get to know that they are part of the lost ten tribes of Israel, as we read from Isaiah 44: 1 – 5, In this 
way: “But now listen, O Jacob, My servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: (2) Thus says YHVH who 
made you and formed you from the womb, who will help you, do not fear, O Jacob My servant; and 
you Jeshurun whom I have chosen. (3) For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the 
dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring, and My blessing on your descendants; (4) And 
they will spring up among the grass like poplars by streams of water. (5) This one will say, ‘I am 
(YHVH)’s; and that one will call on the name of Jacob; and another will write on his hand, ‘Belonging 
to YHVH,’ and will name Israel’s name with honor.’  Do you realize that this is in fact happening right now! 
Yes, we are part and parcel of the remnant of the lost ten tribes, returning to YHVH our Elohim and His Torah 
and calling ourselves Israel. The jealousy of Judah will be provoked even more one day, when they see that 
after we returned in obedience to our Father YHVH, like the prodigal son and He accepts us back as His long 
lost son.  
 
(YHVH)’s plan of salvation for all mankind includes getting both Israel and Judah back to worshipping Him as 
He originally set out in His word. We read from Jeremiah 3: 1 – 18, where Jeremiah prophesied about a 
century after the northern kingdom of Israel was taken into captivity by the king of Assyria, in this way: 
‘Elohim says, “If a husband divorces his wife, and she goes from him, and belongs to another man, 
will he still return to her? Will not that land be completely polluted? But you are a harlot with many 
lovers; yet you turn to Me,” declares YHVH. (2) Lift up your eyes to the bare heights and see; where 
have you not been violated? By the roads you have sat for them like and Arab in the desert, and you 
have polluted a land with your harlotry and with your wickedness. (3) Therefore the showers have 
been withheld, and there has been no spring rain. Yet you had a harlot’s forehead; you refused to be 
ashamed. (4) Have you not just now called to Me, ‘My Father, Thou art the friend of my youth? (5) Will 
He be angry forever? Will He be indignant to the end? Behold, you have spoken and have done evil 
things, and you have had your way.” (6) Then YHVH said to me in the days of Josiah the king, “Have 
you seen what faithless Israel did? She went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and 
she was a harlot there. (7) And I thought, ‘After she has done all these things, she will return to Me’; 
but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. (8) And I saw that for all the adulteries 
of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister 
Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also. (9) And it came about because of the lightness 
of her harlotry, that she polluted the land and committed adultery with stones and trees. (10) And yet 
in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in 
deception,” declares YHVH. (11) And YHVH said to me, “Faithless Israel has proved herself more 
righteous than treacherous Judah. (12) Go and proclaim these words toward the north and say, 
‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares YHVH; I will not look upon you in anger, for I am gracious,’ declares 
YHVH; ‘I will not be angry forever. (13) Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed 
against YHVH your Elohim and have scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree, 
and you have not obeyed My voice,’ declares YHVH. (14) “Return, O faithless sons,” declares YHVH; 
‘For I am a master to you, and I will take you one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you 
to Zion.’ (This is specifically talking about us, the remnant of the lost ten tribes.) (15) Then I will give you 
shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you on knowledge and understanding. (16) And it shall 
be in those days when you are multiplied and increased in the land,” declares YHVH, “they shall say 
no more, ‘The ark of the covenant of YHVH.’ And it shall not come to mind, nor shall they remember it, 
nor shall they miss it, nor shall it be made again. (17) At that time they shall call Jerusalem ‘The 
Throne of YHVH,’ and all nations will be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for the name of YHVH; nor shall 
they walk anymore after the stubbornness of their evil heart. (18) In those days the house of Judah 
will walk with the house of Israel, and they will come together from the land of the north to the land 
that I gave your fathers as an inheritance.” For the past few decades YHVH has been calling a remnant 
from the lost ten tribes to return to Him in obedience and as we’ve read from verse 18, the house of Israel will 
walk with the house of Judah once again.   

Everything that our Father YHVH does, He does with a purpose. YHVH is our creator and as we read in the 
book of Malachi, He decides to whom He shows favor and to whom not. We read in Malachi 1: 2 – 4, ‘“I have 
loved you,” says YHVH. But you say “How hast Thou loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” 
declares YHVH. “Yet I have loved Jacob; (3) but I have hated Esau, and I have made his mountains a 
desolation, and appointed his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.” (4)Though Edom says, 
“We have been beaten down, but we will return and build up the ruins”; thus says YHVH of hosts, 
“They may build, but I will tear down; and men will call them the wicked territory, and the people 
toward whom YHVH is indignant forever.”’ The same thought is resumed in Malachi 2, where reading from 
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verses 2 to 17 we understand that YHVH has chosen the nation of Judah, to be the defender of the covenant 
that He made with Levi, concerning His Feast Days. We read in verse 10 of Malachi 2: “Do we not all have 
one father? Has not one Elohim created us? Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother 
so as to profane the covenant of our fathers?” The note alongside verse 10 in the New American 
Standard Bible refers us to Isaiah 63: 16, which states: ‘For Thou art our Father though Abraham does not 
know us, and Israel does not recognize us. Thou, O YHVH, art our Father, Our Redeemer from of old is 
Thy name.’  This undoubtedly has to do with the way we are dealing with Judah (and the other way round). In 
verse 11 of Malachi 2, YHVH tells us through Malachi that Judah, like her sister Israel, has dealt 
treacherously towards Him. In verse 12 & 13 we read: “As for the man who does this, may YHVH cut off 
from the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes and answers, or who presents an offering to YHVH of 
hosts. (13) And this is another thing you do: you cover the altar of YHVH with tears, with weeping and 
with groaning, because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand.” We 
see here, YHVH saying that everyone who awakes and answers (those who wake up to the truth and who 
answer His call to become the first fruits

22
), or who presents an offering to YHVH of hosts (those keeping His 

Set-apart Days), and deals treacherously against his brother, shall be cut off from the tents of Jacob (the 
people of YHVH). Malachi likens it to a man who has dealt treacherously with the wife of his youth. In verse 
16 YHVH tells us that He hates divorce and him who covers his garment with wrong. We read before that 
YHVH divorced Israel because of all her adulteries, but did not divorce Judah for doing the same. 
 
Continuing in verse 17 of Malachi 2, we read: ‘You have wearied YHVH with your words. Yet you say, 
“How have we wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does evil (meaning Judah) is good in the 
sight of YHVH, and He delights in them,” or “Where is the Elohim of justice?”’ What is the real meaning 
of this? Reading between the lines, we may conclude that it has to do with believers who assume that even 
though the Scriptures affirm Judah to be the custodians of among others, the Set-apart Days of Elohim, they 
believe that they have now been given this function, because of the unbelief of the Jews. They are those who 
refuse to accept the Hebrew calendar, because Judah has also profaned the sanctuary of Elohim. As a result 
they have decided to determine the ‘correct’ timing for their feasts (and in some cases when the Sabbath 
starts) from the guidelines they ‘found’ in the Scriptures rather than to follow the calculated calendar that the 
Jews observe. Malachi 2 further declares that by so doing, these called out believers are questioning Elohim’s 
judgment, inferring that He delights in those who do evil in His sight, meaning Judah. Malachi argues that 
since YHVH is our creator, He like a master potter has the right to decide our destiny. YHVH accordingly 
states in verse 9 of Malachi 2: “So I also have made you despised and abased before all the people, just 
as you are not keeping My ways, but are showing partiality in the instruction.” The question that we 
need to answer is: How long are we going to deal treacherously with brother Judah? When we learn to obey 
the word of Elohim, we will also stop corrupting Elohim’s covenant with Levi. The Scriptures contain all the 
information we require for existing peacefully with our neighbor (and Brother Judah) and respond to YHVH in 
an acceptable way.  All we need to do is follow His teachings, and not that of men. YHVH divorced Israel and 
even though Judah followed Israel in harlotry, He did not divorce her, as is explained in Malachi 2: 11 – 17. 
But, the point is, that YHVH is the potter and we are the clay—consequently we do not have the right to 
question His motives, as we read from Isaiah 45: 9, as follows: “Woe to the one who quarrels with his 
Maker—an earthenware vessel among the vessels of the earth! Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What 
are you doing?’ Or the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands?” We read further from Jeremiah 18: 
6, “Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?” declares YHVH. “Behold, like the 
clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.” Perhaps this is why YHVH says in 
Malachi 3: 6, “For I, YHVH, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.” Let’s 
therefore humble ourselves before YHVH our creator in obedience. 
 
Yahshua came specifically to save the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and not for any other nation or for 
Judah. He came to reconcile us back to the Father as well as to Brother Judah, but also to be able to remarry 
His bride Israel whom He divorced. It is for this reason that His final words on the impalement stake was 
‘kalah’ meaning it is finished, but also My bride. By saying this when He died Yahshua was in fact saying, that 
now that He died, He will be able to remarry His bride when He is resurrected and when He returns one day 
to come and rule the world from Jerusalem. This is all aptly explained in Romans 7: 1 – 4, where Rav Shaul 
talks about the Law of divorce and remarriage. Since according to Romans 6, we died to our sins when we 
were immersed into Messiah’s saving name, and because Yahshua died on the impalement stake, He is now 
free to remarry us again at His return. But the fact that He died means that He will also have to remarry 
Judah, since He left her in widowhood. We read therefore from Jeremiah 31: 31 – 33, “‘Behold, days are 
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 In James 1: 18 we read that: ‘In the exercise of His (Elohim’s) will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that 
we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.’ 
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coming,’ declares YHVH, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house 
of Judah, (32) not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to 
them, declares YHVH. (33) But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, declares YHVH, I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be 
their Elohim, and they shall be My people.’” YHVH will remarry both the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah, but will only have to write His Torah upon the hearts of the house of Israel, since Judah have 
remained faithful to Him since their return from captivity. 
 
What is also interesting is the duality principal that runs throughout the Scriptures. An example being what we 
read in first Corinthians 15: 22 & 45, as follows: ‘For as in Adam all die, so also in Messiah all shall be 
made alive. (45) So also it is written, “The first MAN ADAM, BECAME A SOUL.” The last Adam became 
a life-giving spirit.’ When Israel rejected Elohim as their king He gave them Shaul – or the grave as 
explained in the beginning. However, since Yahshua came to reconcile us back to the Father and also to 
Brother Judah, YHVH called Shaul who used to persecute and kill Nazarene believers in Yahshua, to help us 
realize how we are able to return to our Father and once again are able to become part and parcel of the 
commonwealth of Israel. There are many new believers called out of the nations making up the lost ten tribes 
of Israel who misunderstand the writings of Rav Shaul, or who have been deceived by the agents of Satan to 
reject his epistles to the galutYah. However, few realize the important role that YHVH is performing through 
this man who has the same name as King Shaul – the king Israel asked for to replace YHVH as King over 
them. Rav Shaul has in fact written many Scriptures explaining how we are able to come from sheol (the 
grave) to the light of Elohim.  Rav Shaul explains a very important fact to those who are so anti-Semitic that 
they refuse to believe that our Jewish Brothers were entrusted with the oracles of Elohim, in Romans 11: 15, 
saying: ‘For if their rejection be reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from 
the dead?’ The time when our Jewish Brother’s accept Yahshua as their Master and Elohim will be on Yom 
Teruah (or Rosh Hashanah as they refer to it) one day when He returns at the sound of the seventh and last 
trumpet, as witnessed in Zechariah 12: 7 – 10. Once the house of Judah accepts Yahshua as their Messiah 
and savior, the dead in Messiah will be resurrected to life as recorded in 1 Corinthians 15: 51 & 52, in this 
way: ‘Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, (52) in a moment 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed.’ Hopefully this will help those who were previously deceived to 
reject the Hebrew calendar, to have second thoughts, and return to the one true faith once delivered to the 
saints. 
 
Very soon now Israel and Judah will get together as prophesied in Ezekiel 37: 15 – 28. Yes the first part of 
Ezekiel 37 might be talking about both houses of Israel in the second resurrection, but from verse 15 on, it is 
talking about us getting together just prior to and at Messiah’s return, as we read from verse 21 & 22, as 
follows: “And say to them, ‘Thus says YHVH Elohim, “Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among 
the nations where they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring them to their own 
land; (22) and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be 
king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations, and they will no longer be divided into two 
kingdoms.” Believe it or not, we the remnant of the lost ten tribes of Israel will begin to get together with 
brother Judah, just prior to our Messiah’s return to rule us for a thousand years.  Halleluyah! 
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Chapter 21: Do you believe that Yahshua the Messiah will return? 
 
There are only a few people today and indeed throughout the ages who understood that Messiah’s gospel 
message included His return and the establishment of Elohim’s Kingdom on earth. YHVH has a plan of 
salvation for all of His creation, but very few believe that He is powerful enough to bring His plan to fruition. 
Messiah’s first coming was not as a result of a failed plan – Elohim did not send Yahshua to earth to 
overcome the ‘unforeseen’ sin of Adam and Eve. In fact we see from 1 Peter 1: 20 & 21, that Yahshua’s first 
advent and death was not as a result of an afterthought, in this way: ‘For He (Yahshua) was foreknown 
before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you (21) who 
through Him are believers in Elohim, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in Elohim.’  Rav Shaul confirmed this in 2 Timothy 1: 8 – 10, as follows: Therefore do 
not be ashamed of the testimony of our Master, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for 
the gospel according to the power of Elohim, (9) who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in 
Messiah Yahshua from all eternity, (10) but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior 
Messiah Yahshua, who has abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel.’ 
 
A short while after Messiah’s resurrection and ascension to heaven, the apostles started preaching about His 
return to earth one day. The reason for doing so, was twofold: They understood from the prophesies in the 
Tanach that Yahshua will come to rule mankind in an everlasting Kingdom one day, as may be read from 
among others, Daniel 7: 13 & 14 in this way: “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the 
clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before Him. (14) And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the peoples, 
nations, and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is and everlasting dominion which 
will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.” The second reason was, that 
on the day of Yahshua’s ascension to heaven, after He told them that they will be empowered by the Set-
apart Spirit and should go forth witnessing about Him throughout the world (as He also told them in Matthew 
28: 18 – 20), two angels spoke to them, as is recorded in  Acts 1: 9 – 11, as follows: ‘And after He had said 
these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 
(10) And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white 
clothing stood beside them; (11) and they also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
the sky? This Yahshua, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way 
as you have watched Him go into heaven.”’ 
 
Like many scholars of the Scriptures, the apostles understood from the blueprint (or pattern) of the creation 
week, also preserved in the Ten Commandments, that six days of work is followed by the seventh day rest. It 
is clear to such scholars that Scriptures speak of a thousand year reign of Messiah, a Sabbath rest for 
mankind, as explained in Hebrews 4: 1 – 11 and Revelation 20: 4 – 6. Knowing that it is almost six thousand 
years since creation, such scholars know that the timing of Messiah’s return, to rule us for a thousand years is 
very close.  In addition the apostles and those of us called out at this time, who has been keeping the Feast 
Days of Elohim, are familiar with His plan of salvation for all mankind. Even though most Jews are presently 
blinded to the identity of Yahshua, there are Jews who have since the Yom Kippur war in 1973, became 
aware of Yahshua’s identity and because they have come to believe in Yahshua and obey Torah fully, they 
will also be part of the first resurrection – they like those of us called from the lost ten tribes, are part of the 
believers (saints) mentioned in Revelation 14: 12, as follows: ‘Here is the perseverance of the saints who 
keep the commandments of Elohim and their faith in Yahshua.’ At this point in time they do not believe in 
the ‘Two House Doctrine’ yet, but will possibly be introduced to us (Joseph or Ephraim) just prior to Messiah’s 
return. At this time Rabbinical Jews believe in the coming kingdom of Elohim, with Messiah as King, but they 
are presently blinded to Yahshua’s identity by YHVH Himself, as explained in Romans 11. They will only be 
introduced to Yahshua the Messiah, when He returns one day on Yom Teruah, as explained in Zechariah 12: 
7 – 10. This will be the day on which they will actually see how we (including the Torah observing Jews) are 
inscribed in His hands (as witnessed in Isaiah 49: 16). Even though the Rabbinical Jews believe in the lost ten 
tribes that will rejoin us at Messiah’s coming; they will not at this time accept the likes of us, who used to eat 
pork and lobsters before; and who used to believe in a Messiah who abolished Torah.  
 
At this point in time, there are Nazarene/Messianic Jews/Israelites, some Christians and Jews looking forward 
to the coming (or return) of Messiah to come and rule Israel from the throne of David, as they are familiar with 
the prophesies regarding this event, in both the Tanach and the Renewed Covenant.  But why if there are 
thousands who believe in the coming of Yahshua and the resurrection of the dead in Messiah at His coming, 
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do most Christian groups teach that good people go to heaven and evil people go to an eternal hell fire at 
death. Why don’t they teach/know about Elohim’s plan of salvation for mankind? Again the reason is two-fold: 
Firstly; they believe the so-called ‘Old Testament’ and the Set-apart Days mentioned in Leviticus 23 were 
abolished after Yahshua’s death. Secondly; even though the reason for Yahshua’s return to come and rule us 
for a thousand years, is given clearly in the Scriptures, it is not accepted or ‘understood’ at this time.  
 
Yahshua explained why people do not understand the good news about the coming kingdom of Elohim in 
Matthew 13: 11, 12 & 19, in this way: ‘And He (Yahshua) answered and said to them (His disciples), “To 
you it has been granted to know the mystery of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 
granted. (12) For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. (19) When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.”’ Rav Shaul said 
virtually the same thing in 2 Corinthians 4: 3 & 4, as follows: ‘And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Messiah, who is the image 
of Elohim.’  Elohim also inspired the prophet Hosea to prophesy in Hosea 4: 6, to say: ‘My people are 
destroyed for a lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from 
being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your Elohim, I will also forget your children.’ 
 
This is in fact an important Scriptural principle at work: Elohim removes understanding of Scriptural truths 
when we are unwilling to believe the same, despite a preponderance of evidence.  If for example we are 
shown the truth about the Sabbath, and start keeping it, He will show us more truth, else He will remove any 
further understanding from us and eventually we will even forget what we once knew. I personally know a 
man who used to keep the Feast of Tabernacles with us for a number of years. Eventually, because of 
pressures of work and family he stopped observing the Feast Days of Elohim and all that goes with it. One 
year during the Feast of Tabernacles in Durban, this gentleman bumped into us as we came out of the hall 
where we held our daily services. Surprised he asked me what we are doing in Durban outside of school 
holidays; and when we told him that we are attending the Feast, he exclaimed that he has already forgotten 
about it. In the verse from Hosea quoted above, Elohim tells us through Hosea, that His people are destroyed 
for a lack of knowledge. But why do they lack knowledge? It is not because the knowledge is not available, 
but the available knowledge is rejected without further consideration. Messiah’s return is mentioned 
throughout the Scriptures. In fact Yahshua our Messiah explained in Matthew 24: 29 - 31, saying:  “But 
immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL 
NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken, (30) and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with 
power and great glory. (31) And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY 
WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” 
 
Rav Shaul also tells us about Messiah’s return when the elect will be gathered together in 1 Thessalonians 4: 
14 - 16, as follows: ‘For if we believe that Yahshua died and rose again, even so Elohim will bring with 
Him those who have fallen asleep in Yahshua. (15) For this we say to you by the word of the Master, 
that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Master, shall not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. (16) For the Master Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of Elohim; and the dead in Messiah shall rise first. (17) Then we who 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Master in the air, 
and thus we shall always be with the Master.’ This agrees with what he (Rav Shaul) explained in 1 
Corinthians 15: 50 – 54, in this way: ‘Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of Elohim (i.e. you cannot become a king and a priest in the Olam Haba if you are flesh and blood); 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. (51) Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. (53) For 
this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. (54)  But when 
this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then 
will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.’  Reading from the 
beginning of 1 Corinthians 15, we see that this is talking about the first resurrection at Messiah’s return.  
 
We are also told by Rav Yochanan in Revelation 20: 6 that those resurrected at Messiah’s return will rule 
under Him for a thousand years, as follows: ‘Blessed and set-apart is the one who has part in the first 
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resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of Elohim, and His 
Messiah and will reign with Him for a thousand years.’  We see further from Revelation 5: 10 that this 
reign will not be in heaven, but right here on earth, in this way:  “And Thou hast made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to our Elohim; and they will reign on the earth.”  An additional witness is found in 
Daniel 7: 18, where we read: ‘But the saints (true believers) of the Highest One will receive the kingdom 
and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.” This is talking about a time when the true gospel 
preached by Yahshua in Mark 1: 14 & 15, 38 will truly come to fulfillment. The point is that the return of 
Messiah has been proclaimed throughout the Scriptures. Why doesn’t Christianity teach these truth’s to their 
members? Why do they sing about Messiah’s return, but teach that their members go the heaven at death?  
If, as they teach, we have immortal souls and will be judged in an instant at the Great White Throne Judgment 
and be sent to either heaven, or hell, depending on how we lived, why need we be resurrected? There is 
absolutely no place for the kingdom of Elohim or Messiah’s return in these teachings of Churchianity. 
 
There are at least 300 prophesies of Messiah’s first coming in the Scriptures. Most teachers in Christianity are 
aware of most of these prophesies, but missed all the prophecies about His second coming to rule the world 
for a thousand years. The reason for this is the fact that even though YHVH wants all people to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth (as may be read from First Timothy 2: 4), He is not calling everyone at this 
time. We read accordingly from Mark 4: 10 - 12, as follows: ‘And as soon as He was alone, His followers, 
along with the twelve, began asking Him about the parables. (11) And He was saying to them, “To you 
has been given the mystery of the kingdom of Elohim; but those who are outside get everything in 
parables, (12) in order that WHILE SEEING, THEY MAY SEE AND NOT PERCEIVE; AND WHILE 
HEARING, THEY MAY HEAR AND NOT UNDERSTAND LEST THEY RETURN AND BE FORGIVEN.”’ 
Now, this is very difficult for many to receive, especially in the light of what we read from 2 Peter 3: 9, in this 
way: ‘YHVH is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.’ The question that immediately comes upon 
our lips is: how could YHVH knowingly blind some, if He is not willing that any should perish?   
 
We need to recall Yahshua’s own words in John 6: 44, as follows: “No one can come to Me, unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” Rav Shaul was inspired to write 
in 1 Corinthians 1: 26 – 29, ‘For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; (27) but Elohim has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise, and Elohim has chosen the weak things of the world to shame 
the things which are strong, (28) and the base things of the world and the despised, Elohim has 
chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, (29) that no  man should 
boast before Elohim.’  Does this mean that the great and wise men of the world are doomed to hell? Not at 
all!  But what about those who never heard about Yahshua Messiah and His true gospel; are they lost 
forever? 
 
Yahshua Himself answered these questions in Matthew 11 and 12 where He talks about ‘the day of judgment’ 
when all those from passed generations will be resurrected at the same time. We read accordingly from 
Matthew 11: 21 & 22, “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Betsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in 
Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
(22) Nevertheless I say to you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment 
than for you.’  As will be shown later, the day of judgment will not simply be a time during which people will 
be sentenced, but rather a time during which Elohim will resurrect the millions of people who lived during the 
past six thousand years, and open their minds and heart to His purpose for them. They will be judged by their 
response, only after they have had an opportunity to really understand. We continue reading from Matthew 
11: 23 & 24, Yahshua saying: ‘And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You shall 
descend to Hades (the grave); for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it 
would have remained to this day. (24) Nevertheless I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you.”  Wow, this is saying that those sexual perverts of 
Sodom, who were killed because of their lifestyles in the past, will be resurrected again. It also adds that it will 
be more tolerable for them during the Day of Judgment than for the people of Capernaum who personally 
knew Yahshua. What is the reason for ‘such discrimination?’  The reason is that the people of Capernaum 
sinned even knowing the truth. It is like Satan who is already doomed for ever. We read from Ezekiel 28: 14 & 
15 about Satan, “You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I (YHVH) placed you there. You were 
on the holy mountain of Elohim (in Elohim’s government); you walked in the midst of stones of fire. (15) 
You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, until unrighteousness was found in 
you.”  Satan was perfect in all his ways prior to his rebellion in an attempt to take over Elohim’s throne; He 
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rebelled with full knowledge – most humans do not at this time have all knowledge required for salvation. In 
addition, they could be deceived and are partly blinded.  
 
As mentioned before according to 2 Corinthians 4: 4; Satan also blinds the minds of those who do not 
understand or believe the gospel of the kingdom of Elohim, when they hear it. We see further from Revelation 
12: 9, ‘And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, 
who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him.’  Those who have been called at this time and who received the knowledge of the truth, will if they 
continue to sin like Satan, be thrown into the lake of fire (see Revelation 20 : 10), as we are assured in 
Hebrews 10: 26 & 27, in this way: ‘For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, (27) but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, 
and THE FURY OF FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.’  However, those who died 
blinded, will be resurrected, as Yahshua Himself said in Matthew 12: 41 & 42, as follows: “The men of 
Nineveh shall stand up with this generation (those who lived during Messiah’s time) at the judgment, and 
shall condemn it because  they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater 
than Jonah is here. (42) The Queen of the South (Queen Sheba) shall rise up with this generation at 
the judgment and shall condemn it because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here (meaning the Messiah Himself).”  We 
are told here that the Queen of Sheba will be in the second resurrection, she will get to know about Yahshua 
and learn from Him; will accept Him as her Passover and Savior. She will start keeping what is written in the 
books (the Scriptures) and her name will be written in the book of life, as we are told in Revelation 20. 
 
YHVH speaks about the veil of spiritual blindness that is presently upon the majority of mankind in His 
prophesies. We read in Isaiah 25: 7 – 9 about a time when YHVH will remove the blindness from all people, in 
this way: ‘And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even the 
veil which is stretched over all nations. (8) He will swallow up death for all time, and YHVH Elohim will 
wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; for 
YHVH has spoken. (Do you and I believe Him?) (9) And it will be said in that day, “Behold, this is our 
Elohim for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is YHVH for whom we have waited; let 
us rejoice and be glad in His salvation (Yahshua).’  The question is: when will that veil be destroyed? We 
see the answer given in the quoted section, namely, when ‘He will swallow up death for all time.’  But when 
will death be swallowed up for all time? The answer is given in Revelation 20: 14, after the great white throne 
judgment, as follows: ‘And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire.’ The Day of Judgment comes for these millions of people who lived during the past 6,000 
years, who never had a real opportunity to know Elohim and to accept Yahshua as their Savior. 
 
Even so, according to Elohim’s plan of salvation, depicted by His annual Set-apart Days, there will be two 
resurrections or harvests of souls into His eternal Kingdom. This is similar to the harvest periods in the Land 
of Israel. The first harvest in the Land of Israel is a smaller harvest and takes place at the end of Spring close 
to the Feast of Weeks (or Shavuot), and is also known as the harvest of the first fruits. The second harvest 
which is much bigger takes place during autumn or the fall season, after the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Accordingly the first resurrection is for those people who are called during this age to be a kind of first fruits. 
Those who make it into the first resurrection will become first fruits unto YHVH and will be made into the 
Spiritual sons and daughters of Elohim, as we read from James 1: 18, in this way: “In the exercise of His 
will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be as it were, the first fruits among His 
creatures.’ The words ‘first fruits’ here should logically tell us, if there are first fruits, there should also be a 
second harvest of human beings to be saved later.    
 
The second harvest of souls will occur after the millennium rule of Yahshua Messiah, as we read from the first 
part of Relation 20: 5,  as follows: “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years 
were completed.” At this time, YHVH is calling out first fruits to assist Yahshua to rule the earth during the 
Millennium and onto eternity. The majority of blinded people, who lived and died throughout the ages, will be 
brought back to life during the Great White Throne Judgment. At that time YHVH will bring them to spiritual 
understanding and will fill those who are willing with His Set-apart Spirit. He will grant them salvation in His 
kingdom. Those not willing to serve Him from the heart will be burnt to ashes, together with the wicked ones 
who sinned willfully after being called, during this age (see Malachi 4: 1 – 3). The point is, even if we tell the 
truth to someone who does not understand it, Satan snatches away what is sown in his heart. There is 
definitely no such thing as a second chance – but those who never had a real chance will not be destroyed 
before the Scriptures will be opened to their understanding, similar to what Yahshua did for His disciples after 
His resurrection, as we read from Luke 24: 45.  
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We are judged for what we do with the truth given to us. Satan introduced the doctrine that man has an 
immortal soul to Eve, when he spoke to her in Genesis 3: 4 as follows: ‘And the serpent said to the woman, 
"You surely shall not die!”’  Many believe that since Adam and Eve did not die during the first day after 
eating of the forbidden fruit that YHVH lied to them. Satan has succeeded in selling his own aspirations as 
well as his final destination to his deceived audience, as their most important teaching. He wanted to go to 
heaven to take over Elohim’s throne in rebellion, as we read from Isaiah 14: 13 & 14. As a result Christianity 
and other religions believe that ‘good’ people go to heaven, beholding the face of Elohim at the time of their 
death, whilst the wicked will burn in hell, for eternity. If we determine to be priests during Messiah’s millennial 
rule, it will be beneficial to us, not to reject knowledge given us, without any further consideration.  
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Chapter 22: Are Jews in Bondage to Elohim? 
 

Christianity often view Jews as strict law abiding people, who have no love for their fellow human beings. 
Even though we as Nazarene/Messianic Jews/Israelites believe that we are seen differently from the Jews, 
because we believe in Yahshua the Messiah, our Christian brothers and others view us in the same light as 
they view the Jews. We like our Jewish brothers are not the most favorite people around and most would like 
us to get rid of the ‘burden’ of Torah. Consequently evil forces were determined to destroy our faith, namely 
Nazarene Judaism since its commencement, and because of sustained attacks, the movement almost 
disappeared by the fourth century. Even so, it never died out, as there have always been Torah observant 
individuals who believed in Yahshua as their Messiah.  
 
These evil forces against us are the same forces that are against our Jewish brothers, namely lawlessness. 
Lawlessness and anti-Semitism are at the root of the destruction of any group who ever tried to return to their 
Hebrew roots. Believe it or not; one such group was the World-wide Church of G-d and even to a lesser 
extent the Seventh Day Adventists, even though they were never fully Torah observant. In fact I can clearly 
remember the leader of WWCG saying to us; if you call yourself Israel, then you have to become like Israel 
(meaning the Jews), living like them and keeping the same laws as they do; but he added, half of you are not 
getting it! 
 
There is a Christian lady living in our complex (or village of lose standing cluster homes), who asked my wife 
and I, if keeping the Sabbath and Torah commands are not a burden to us. Our reply to her was that it is in 
fact a delight, as we know by so doing, we are pleasing Elohim. Think about it for a moment; it is by being law 
abiding citizens that we and all Jews show our love to our heavenly Father and our neighbors. In a non-
religious context; if I do not obey the traffic laws and start skipping traffic lights, I will endanger the lives of my 
neighbor and his children. In fact it is because we (and all Jews) love our neighbor, that we do not commit 
adultery; steal our neighbor’s car or other property; or kill him and his family.  In fact, like all Jews, we are 
obliged to go in defense of a neighbor if his life is endangered by a burglar, or animal. 
 
Many today think/believe that even though Elohim freed the ancient Israelites from bondage in Egypt, He did 
so, only to enslave them again, to His harsh rules, written by Moses in the Torah. Others assume that the 
Torah was only meant for the nation of Israel and that those who accept Messiah as Savior need not keep the 
so-called ‘Old Testament’ laws any longer. The question is: what did the original Nazarene Jews teach about 
the Torah? From about 150 BCE there were three different sects or branches of Judaism; namely the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees and the Essenes, of which the Pharisees were the most numerous. Their name 
means ‘the separated ones’ and they were scrupulous in observing the written and oral Torah. They taught in 
synagogues and their beliefs in the resurrection of the dead and the coming of Messiah, influenced the 
majority of the Jewish nation. They came into conflict with the Sadducees and were at one stage excluded 
from the Sanhedrin. After the destruction of the Temple the sacrificial system came to an end, and the 
Pharisees became the dominant group in the Jewish community. They are in fact the modern day Rabbinic 
Jews of today.  
 
The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, and only kept to the written Torah. Even so, 
their opposition to the oral Torah was the reason for their existence, but the Karaite Jews, who are the 
modern day successors to the Sadducees, also developed a sizable body of laws outside of Torah. The 
Essenes was a very basic sect at the end of the second Temple period. Their religious outlook was closer to 
that of the Pharisees, but even so, they formulated their own specific beliefs and observances. Their beliefs 
are described in detail in the Dead Sea Scrolls. This sect appears to have been completely destroyed in the 
Jewish War of 66 – 70 CE. Then during the third decade of the first century CE, Yahshua and His followers 
established Nazarene Judaism. At that time all these sects of Judaism considered Torah as supreme Law, 
but they differed in matters of interpretation and living out the Torah. The way in which the different sects of 
Judaism interpreted the way in which they applied the Torah is known as their specific ‘halakah’. The 
Nazarenes were essentially a sect of the Pharisees, as may be seen from Acts15: 5; 24: 5, 14; and 26: 5. So 
they basically agreed with the Pharisees in the way they interpreted Torah, but for the fact that they followed 
Yahshua, who’s ‘halakah’ was stricter in a number of instances.  
 
A point to remember about the way in which we follow Torah, or the ‘halakah’ that we follow, is that a halachic 
ruling should never cause a person to violate the Torah. The main reason for setting up ‘halakah’ is to instruct 
believers how to keep Elohim’s Torah and to judge between people on religious matters. In fact this practice 
was started by Elohim, when he appointed Moses to judge the people, as we read from Exodus 18: 13 & 16, 
as follows: ‘And it came about the next day that Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood 
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about Moses from the morning until the evening. (16) “When they have a dispute, it comes to me, and 
I judge between a man and his neighbor, and make known the statutes of Elohim and His laws.”’ 
However, later upon the advice of his father-in-law, Moses appointed a council of Elders to assist him in this 
task, as may be read from Deuteronomy 1: 15 – 18, in this way: “So I (Moses) took the heads of your 
tribes, wise and experienced men, and appointed them heads over you, leaders of thousands, and of 
hundreds, of fifties and of tens of officers for your tribes. (16) Then I charged your judges at that time, 
saying, ‘Hear the cases between your fellow countrymen, and judge righteously between man and his 
fellow countryman, or the alien who is with him. (17) You shall not show partiality in judgment; you 
shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not fear man, for the judgment is Elohim’s. And the 
case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to me, and I will hear it.’ (18) And I command you at that 
time all the things that you should do.” We see here that these Elders or Judges showed the people the 
way in which to follow Elohim’s Torah; and that their judgments were regarded as the judgment of Elohim 
Himself. 
 
We see further from Deuteronomy 17: 8 – 12 (and especially verse 11) that the rulings of these judges were 
regarded as Torah, as follows: “If any case is too difficult for you to decide, between one kind of 
homicide or another, between one kind of lawsuit or another, and between one kind of assault or 
another, being cases of disputes in your courts, then you shall arise and go up to the place which 
YHVH your Elohim chooses. (9) So you shall come to the Levitical priest or the judge who is in office 
in those days, and you shall inquire of them, and they will declare to you the verdict in the case. (10) 
And you shall do according to the terms of the verdict which they declare to you from that place 
which YHVH chooses, and you shall be careful to observe according to all they teach you. (11) 
According to the terms of the law which they teach you, and according to the verdict which they tell 
you, you shall do; you shall not turn aside from the word which they declare to you, to the right or the 
left.  (12) And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to 
serve YHVH your Elohim, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from 
Israel.” Here we have recorded the establishment of the Sanhedrin by Moses – the council of Levitical priests 
in office, who were responsible to determine the ‘halakah’ or the way in which Israel was supposed to apply 
the Torah in their daily lives.  
 
The Sanhedrin was in office right up to the time before Judah was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar. In 
Jeremiah 32, YHVH in a prophecy tells Jeremiah that even after the captivity of Judah, they will return to the 
land of Israel, and will again sell and buy property in the land. In verses 7 & 8 of Jeremiah 32 YHVH instructs 
Jeremiah to buy the field of his uncle’s son Hanamel at Anathoth. He pays for the piece of land and had the 
deed of purchase signed before the Jews who were sitting in the court of the guard (or the Sanhedrin) at that 
time. We see further from Nehemiah that even though the nation of Judah was taken captive for a period of 
seventy years, when they returned he was inspired to write in Nehemiah 9: 14, “So Thou didst make known 
to them Thy Holy (or set-apart) Sabbath, and didst lay down for them commandments, statutes and 
law, through Thy servant Moses.” This confirms that Judah retained jurisdiction over the ‘halakah’ or way in 
which Israel should apply Torah in their daily lives. Rav Shaul also corroborates this fact in Romans 9: 3 & 4, 
as follows: ‘For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Messiah for the sake of my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh (i.e. the Jews), (4) who are Israelites (yes the Jews are also 
Israelites), to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory (esteem) and the covenants and the 
giving of the Law and the (timing of) temple service and the promises.’ Not many in Nazarene/Messianic 
Israel are prepared to accept the literal meaning of this Scripture, for obvious reasons. 
 
But we see from a prophecy in Ezekiel 13: 2 – 9, and specifically in verses 2, 8 & 9 that those of the house of 
Israel who wants to dictate the way we follow Elohim, will not have a place in the Sanhedrin, in this way: “Son 
of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy from 
their own inspiration. ‘Listen to the word of YHVH!’ (8) Therefore, thus says YHVH Elohim, ‘Because 
you have spoken falsehood and seen a lie, therefore behold I am against you,” declares YHVH Elohim. 
(9) So My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will 
have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be written down in the register of the house of 
Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, that you may know that I am YHVH Elohim.”  We need to be 
careful not to usurp the authority that  assigned to Judah, or more specifically the Levites, who dwell with 
Judah at this time. 
 
Even so, we read the prophecy in Deuteronomy 18: 17 - 19, about a time when Yahshua will arrive on the 
scene, as follows: “And YHVH said to me (Moses), ‘They have spoken well. (18) I will raise up a prophet 
from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
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them all that I command him. (19) And it shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words 
which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.’” Yahshua our Messiah witnessed to 
these two announcements that YHVH made to Moses; the first being that ‘he shall speak to them all that I 
command him’, in John 12: 49, as follows: “For I did not speak on my own initiative, but the Father 
Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and what to speak.” The second 
witness about (YHVH)’s words to Moses in Deuteronomy 18, is found in John 5: 43, where Yahshua said: “I 
have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another should come in his own name, 
you will receive him.” Yahshua was the only single person who could correct and establish the way in which 
we as Nazarene Israel should apply Torah to our daily lives. 
 
This brings us to Messiah’s view of Torah in Matthew 5: 17 –  20, in this way: “Do not think that I came to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill (or to make it more binding – as 
may be read from verses 21 -  48 of Matthew 5). (18) For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished. (19) 
Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. (20) For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
scribes and the Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Yahshua stated that He did not 
come to do away with the Torah and the Prophets; and contrary to what Christianity deduce from reading 
verse 17 of Matthew 5, Yahshua confirmed in Matthew 19: 16 – 17, that the Torah of Elohim must be obeyed 
if we want to have eternal life, in this way: ‘And behold, one came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good 
thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?” (17) And He said to Him, “Why are you asking Me about 
what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the 
commandments.”’  Those who believe that the Torah is no longer binding are those who view obedience to 
any laws as a form of bondage. 
 
However, subjection to a set of laws is not in itself a form of bondage, as all the citizens living in a free 
democratic country are required to live by the laws of the country anyway. In fact, every nation in the free 
world has laws according to which their countries are administered. South Africa, like the USA, is a nation 
with a constitution guaranteeing freedom of association to all its citizens. We should also understand that true 
freedom or liberty is not freedom from law, but freedom within the law, as righteous law secure our freedom. It 
is as Rav Yaa’cov wrote in James 1: 22 – 25, saying: ‘But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers who delude themselves. (23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is 
like a man who looks at his natural face in the mirror; (24) for once he has looked at himself and gone 
away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. (25) But one who looks at the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, 
this man shall be blessed in what he does.’  Rav Yaa’cov referred to Elohim’s commandments as the law 
of liberty, not slavery. In fact Rav Shaul, who was referred to as the ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes, 
confirmed this in Romans 2: 13, as follows: ‘For not the hearers of the Law are just before Elohim, but the 
doers of the Law will be justified.’ 
 
When YHVH brought Israel out of Egypt, He liberated them, not enslave them. Elohim delivered His people 
from their cruel task masters and promised them a life of peace in their own country. YHVH gave the 
Israelites His laws, statutes and judgments which guaranteed their safety, as recorded in Deuteronomy 4: 1, 
in this way: “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to 
perform, in order that you may live and go and take possession of the land which YHVH, the Elohim of 
your fathers, is giving you.’ When YHVH gave the Law to our forefathers, through Moses, all He wanted 
from them was obedience, as we read from Jeremiah 7: 22 as follows: “For I did not speak to your fathers, 
or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings 
and sacrifices. But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice and I will be your Elohim, 
and you will be My people; and you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well 
with you.’” As Nazarene Jews/Israelites we know that we cannot be justified by keeping the Torah. Even so, 
we show our heavenly Father that we love Him, by being obedient to His teachings, as we read from 1 John 
5: 3, “For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 
burdensome.” 
 
Contrary to popular belief, Yahshua’s ‘halakah’ was quite narrow compared to that of the scribes and the 
Pharisees. One of the main purposes of ‘halakah’ is to build a fence or boundary around the Torah. For 
example, the commandments say: ‘You shall not commit adultery.”  Orthodox ‘halakah’ holds that: “You 
shall not be alone with a woman, other than your wife or family member.”  In Matthew 5: 28, Yahshua 
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said: “but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery in 
his heart.”  Therefore Yahshua’s ‘halakah’ is narrower, acting as a boundary around the Torah 
commandments of adultery, thus safeguarding believers in Him from breaking it.  This is also why Yahshua 
also said in Matthew 7: 13 & 14, ‘Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad 
that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it. (14) For the gate is small, and the way is 
narrow that leads to life and few are those who find it.’  Even though Yahshua’s ‘halakah’ was narrower 
than that of the scribes and the Pharisees, he did not overrule all of their teachings. This is why He said in 
Matthew 23: 2 & 3, “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; (3) 
therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say 
things, and do not do them.”   
 
Despite the fact that we as Nazarene believers follow Yahshua’s ‘halakah’, it is important that we 
nevertheless believe in the writings of Moses or the Torah, as Yahshua said in John 5: 45 – 47, in this way: 
“Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom 
you have set your hope. (46) For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. (47) 
But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”  This is in fact one of the most 
disputed sections of the Scriptures amongst Messianic/Nazarene, Jews/Israelites and likeminded believers 
these days.  The second being, what Rav Shaul wrote in Romans 3: 1 & 2, as follows is: ‘Then what 
advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? (2) Great in every respect. First of all, 
that they were entrusted with the oracles of Elohim.’  We know there are some who say that even though 
this is true, YHVH took the Oracles away from the Jews because of unbelief. But we read from verse 3 & 4 of 
Romans 3, “What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of 
Elohim, will it? (4) May it never be! Rather, let Elohim be found true, though every man be found a liar, 
as it is written. “THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE JUSTIFIED IN THY WORDS, AND MIGHTEST PREVAIL 
WHEN THOU ART JUDGED.” Perhaps those who always jump to conclusions should read the rest of the 
applicable Scriptures, before coming to a final conclusion. Yahshua’s ‘halakah’ is the only way in which we 
may become more righteous than the scribes and the Pharisees, and not by showing superiority to them, as 
Rav Shaul warns in Romans 11: 18, as follows: ‘do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are 
arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.’ 
 
We may try as much as we like there are certain traditions taught by the scribes and the Pharisees that even 
Yahshua referred to and kept, as we read from Luke 5: 34, as follows: And Yahshua said to them (the 
scribes and the Pharisees), “You cannot make the attendants of the bridegroom fast while the 
bridegroom is with them, can you?  Yes, Yahshua was talking about Himself as being the bridegroom, but 
He was also reminding them of an Oral Torah command that they were familiar with. The point is that Torah 
requires certain traditions, as not all details of how to obey certain commandments are given in the written 
Torah. A case in point is that nowhere in the Scriptures are we given the distance that we may travel on a 
Sabbath day, but in Acts1: 12, which is very much part of the Renewed Covenant, we read: ‘Then they (the 
apostles) returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 
day’s journey away.’ 
 
We also read about other traditions which we as Nazarene Israelites believe, as Rav Shaul explained in 1 
Corinthians 11, where we are told about the tradition for married ladies to wear head coverings during worship 
services; as well as our tradition to keep the Passover in remembrance of Messiah’s death, on the night 
before our Jewish brothers keep their Passover, in verses 23 – 26. Even though these traditions were taught 
us by Rav Shaul, it is as he said in verse 1 & 2 of 1 Corinthians 11, in this way:  ‘Be imitators of me, just as I 
also am of Messiah. (2) Now I praise you because you remember me in everything, and hold firmly to 
the traditions, just as I delivered them to you.’  Why were the oral traditions written down? After the 
destruction of the second Temple and the house of Israel became dispersed into the nations, it became 
necessary to write down oral traditions.  However, the house of Israel forgot most of their traditions, their 
culture and their religion.  
 
Most Nazarene Jews/Israelites are aware that we do not eat the sinew of the hip in the thigh of Kosher 
animals that split the hoof and chew the cud, as we are instructed in Genesis 32: 32, as follows: ‘Therefore, 
to this day the sons of Israel (both houses) do not eat the sinew of the hip which is on the socket of the 
thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the hip.’ The way to remove the 
sinew in the hip is not described anywhere in the Torah. So how do ladies know how to perform this fairly 
difficult task?  This is something that we are taught by our forefathers from generation to generation.  How 
many of you are able to recall how your mothers or Grannies removed the sinew from a leg of lamb, prior to 
cooking it? If you can recall that, you are most probably an Israelite.  Even though most modern ladies have 
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forgotten how this was done, it was taught from mother to daughter throughout many generations – probably 
before the captivity of Israel by the Assyrians in 721 BCE. Because this is a fairly difficult task, Kosher 
Butchers rarely sell you a leg of lamb or of any other kosher animal.   
 
As Nazarene Israel, we base our Torah walk, on Yahshua our Messiah, whom YHVH sent to be our perfect 
example. We better make sure that we do what Yahshua taught and not contradict Him by our words or 
actions, as He explained in Matthew 7: 19 – 27, in this way: “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. (20) So then, you will know them by their fruits. (21) Not everyone 
who says to Me, ‘Master, Master,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My 
Father who is in heaven. (22) Many will say to Me on the day, ‘Master, Master, did we not prophesy in 
Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ (23) And 
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 
LAWLESSNESS.’ (24) Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may 
be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock (meaning Yahshua). (25) And the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the wind blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not 
fall, for it had been founded upon the rock. (26) And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and 
does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand. (27) And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, 
and great was its fall.” Yahshua was the only one who could correct the ‘halakah’ of the Pharisees; He 
came to bring revival of Torah among the faithful remnant of the lost ten tribes, and to restore the oral tradition 
which was passed down to us by Moses. Yahshua kept all of the Feast Days of Elohim, at the same time as 
the Jews of His day did. He only changed (or corrected) the timing of the Passover, when He kept it with His 
disciples, the night during which He was betrayed as mentioned earlier. 
 
The road that we as Nazarene Jews/Israelites walk is a narrow and lonely road, and like with any Jew we do 
not feel in bondage to Elohim. In fact obeying the Torah is not bondage – it is freedom for us and since 
Yahshua redeemed us from our past sins, it is the road to eternal life. Baruch HaShem YHVH! 
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Chapter 23: Do you want to live forever? 
 

Not many people alive today, want to live forever? We live in an age characterized by dysfunctional personal 
relationships, broken homes, neglected children, violent crimes and a total loss of faith in Elohim, the Creator 
and Sustainer of the universe. We do not trust each other any longer and all relationships are viewed as 
temporary, only. We know of fewer lifelong marriages and the idea of lifelong careers have disappeared 
totally. Young Israelites have to be multi-skilled, if they want to survive economically and not many contribute 
to pension funds and medical insurance schemes any more. Even those with university degrees and diplomas 
cannot secure permanent positions and most have to accept temporary work as salesmen in food stores, or 
as waiters in nightclubs or restaurants.  
 
Since the beginning of 2009, everything has deteriorated so much, that the future is becoming darker by the 
day. Electricity and fuel prices have become very expensive, despite a world-wide recession. Even though 
world leaders won’t at this time admit it, they are desperately trying various solutions to what appears to be an 
insurmountable problem. Even nature seems to be hostile to human survival here on earth. There are earth 
quakes and volcanoes disrupting the lives of many inhabitants of our planet today. If we do not have droughts 
lasting for years, we have flash floods upsetting the lives of our people. Because of the ongoing economic 
crises, most citizens of the world fail to secure work, let alone planning a career. Even those wealthy enough 
to start their own businesses suffer loss, because of pilfering by their staff and a lack of sales and business 
opportunities in general. Yes, the future indeed looks very bleak and young people have very little hope for a 
better future.   
 
Presently Arab nations are experiencing leadership crises, because the citizens of these countries have 
grown to distrust their leaders, who have been in power for decades. This same spirit of unrest is also 
creeping into African nations, because their leaders are not even trying to solve the problems facing their 
nations.  But what is the solution? Why can’t the clever leaders; the scientist and financial geniuses of recent 
years, solve the overwhelming problems? The reason is that the problems facing modern man is spiritual in 
nature. The diagnosis for all these problems is simply, that only relationships based on common rules will 
work. Because standards are vague or even non-existent, people cannot agree to accept or adhere to the 
same moral principles any longer. Anything goes; it is like the song goes: ‘love the one you’re with’. Because 
most attach the wrong connotation to the word love; divorce and broken homes are the order of the day and 
we are going from bad to worse.  The result is unwanted pregnancies, abortions and in a worst case scenario 
aids. The truth is that when standards are not upheld any longer, society goes amiss. Many empires in the 
past disappeared because of a lack of standards and if you cannot see the writing on the wall yet, the western 
world is fast heading in that direction.  
 
Ever since the creation of mankind, there have been standards or rules according to which we should live our 
lives. Like with any manufactured implement, machine or piece of equipment, we have an operating manual, 
which should be read throughout our lives. This manual instructs us what to eat, when to rest, and how to live 
with our Creator/Maker and neighbor.  However, very few people are interested to ever read the manual given 
to us. In fact, most believe that since we do not have copies in the original languages any longer, and 
because of numerous mistranslations in the copies available to us, we are no longer able to read and 
understand the Scriptures. They believe that only those with Doctorate degrees in the original languages in 
which the Scriptures were written should interpret it for us, as only such learned individuals are able to 
understand the Scriptures correctly. But the truth of the matter is that because we have grown accustomed to 
be entertained by those who teach us ‘Scriptural truths’, we are not interested in an Elohim who meets us 
through Scriptural revelation. As a result people are not interested to study or confirm in the Scriptures, what 
their learned teachers taught them. In addition, those learned people who in the past interpreted the 
Scriptures for their followers, have because of greed, twisted the Scriptures to say whatever they require it to 
say. As a result some only have faith in hard scientific evidence; whilst most young people steer away from 
structured religion and are unsure where to turn to for answers to religious questions, such as: Why are we 
here? What happens when we die? Etc., etc.  
 
These people are unsure of what truth is or if it even exists and by saying that the Scriptures are so full of 
mistakes that one cannot believe it any longer, they imply that YHVH is not a factor in their lives. Such people 
say they worship Elohim (who most refer to as G-d), but in reality it is only lip service as may be read from 
Isaiah 29: 13 & 14 (KJV), in this way: ‘Wherefore YHVH said, “Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and 
their fear toward me is taught by precept of men: (14) Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a 
marvelous work among this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their 
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wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.’  Yes, even the learned 
among these people are beginning to forget the little truth they once knew.  Contrary to what the Scriptures 
teach, people have come to believe that it is impossible for a human being to keep the commandments at all.  
A ‘Messianic Believer’ attending our services recently, listened to my sermon about the two resurrections and 
the (only) chance available to the unsaved dead after the second resurrection, as we read from Isaiah 25: 7 – 
9, as follows: ‘And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples. Even 
the veil which is stretched over all nations. (8) He will swallow up death for all time (we know from 
Revelation 20: 14 that death and the grave will only be swallowed up for all time, after the second resurrection 
and the great white throne judgment), and YHVH Elohim will wipe tears away from all faces, and He will 
remove the reproach of His people from all the earth (does this sound like YHVH is going to throw 
everyone not called at this time into the lake of fire, without giving those who never got to know Him or His 
Salvation, their first chance to repent and learn about Him?); For YHVH has spoken. (9) And it will be said 
in that day, “Behold, this is our Elohim for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is YHVH 
for whom we have waited; let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.”’ After services, this ‘believer’ told 
me that he does not believe this teaching and absolutely refused to accept the literal meaning of these 
verses. Later he sent me an SMS, saying that there is no one in Port Elizabeth who keeps the 
commandments. I could not understand the connection between the two topics: Although obedience to Torah 
is required to be in the first resurrection, it is not really related to the mercy that Elohim will show the unsaved 
dead during the great white throne judgment. Even so, those of us called at this time need to keep the 
commandments to the best of our ability, remembering that it is not impossible to do so if we truly love 
Elohim, as we read from 1 John 5: 3 in this way: ‘For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep His 
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.’  In hindsight I realized that the SMS was 
a delayed knee-jerk reaction to this man’s anti-Torah sentiment.  
 
The reason why believers like this doubt what they read in the Scriptures, is because they are always learning 
but never coming to the knowledge of the truth, as Rav Shaul wrote in 2 Timothy 3: 7. Such people do not 
want to be taught by anybody, and prefers to study the Scriptures all on their own. They consult hundreds of 
books and doctrines of the so-called learned ‘church fathers’, including the use of (Greek) hermeneutics to 
interpret the Scriptures, which only leads to confusion and their unbelief. They do not understand that 
Yahshua instituted a teacher/discipleship program, allowing those who have gone through His discipleship 
program to teach others about the coming kingdom of Elohim and whatever else He taught His disciples 
whilst He was on earth (as may be read from Matthew 28: 18 – 20 and Matthew 24: 14). In addition we read 
from Romans 10: 13 & 14: ‘For “WHOEVER WILL CALL UPON THE NAME OF YHVH WILL BE SAVED.” 
(14) How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 
Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?’  It is very important that 
we do self-study, but we need teachers to teach us about Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind and such 
things as, what happens when we die, which are all contrary to what Churchianity teach.  
 
It is important when studying the Scriptures, to remember that it is a book about relationships.  If we take time 
to study it, we will learn about the type of relationship that we need to have with Elohim and our neighbor. It 
teaches us how reconciliation with Elohim, leads to the right relationship with our neighbors – i.e. our wives; 
children, sisters and brothers in the ecclesia, friends, employers and co-workers. If we truly love YHVH and 
His salvation Yahshua, we will get to know Him in the way that He wants us to know Him; we will get to 
understand the mystery of our faith as recorded in first Timothy 3: 16. As I mentioned in recent sermons, the 
Oneness of Elohim cannot be learnt, but can only be revealed to us by Yahshua Himself, like He said in Luke 
10: 21 – 24, as follows: ‘At that very time He (Yahshua) rejoiced greatly in the Set-apart Spirit, and said, 
“I praise Thee, O Father, Master of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the wise 
and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes. Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy sight. 
(22) All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except 
the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” 
(23) And turning to the disciples, He said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see the things you 
see, (24) for I say to you, that many prophets and kings wished to see the things which you see, and 
did not see them, and to hear the things which you hear, and did not hear them”’ 
 
The question is why, or under what conditions will Yahshua our Messiah reveal Himself to us? When we are 
called-out of the world by YHVH, our first step in our relationship with Him, is to repent from our past 
lawlessness and to be immersed into the saving name of Yahshua our Messiah. This is when the Salvation of 
YHVH, namely Yahshua becomes our personal Passover and we are given a portion of Elohim’s Set-apart 
Spirit as a pledge (or deposit) of our inheritance of eternal life, as we read from Ephesians 1: 13 & 14, in this 
way: ‘In Him (Yahshua), you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—
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having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Set-apart Spirit of promise, (14) who is given as 
a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to redemption of Elohim’s own possession, to the praise of 
His glory.’ After immersion, we are required to grow in grace and knowledge (as we read from 2 Peter 3: 
18

23
), by praying and studying the Scriptures under guidance of a teacher who comes in the name of YHVH 

and teach Torah. The teacher must be one who does not only teach Torah, but should also live Torah as a 
reflection in his life and believe in the Salvation of YHVH, namely Yahshua as we read from first Timothy 3: 2 
– 7

24
, and Revelation 14: 12

25
.   

It is vitally important that we demonstrate our faith by the fruit that we bear after immersion, as Yahshua said 
in John 15: 1 – 8, as follows: “I Am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. (2) Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may 
bear more fruit. (3) You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. (4) Abide 
in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me. (5) I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in 
him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. (6) If anyone does not abide in Me, he 
is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 
are burned (yes we the ecclesia of called-out believers are being judged during this age as we are told in 1 
Peter 4: 17

26
). (7) If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be 

done for you. (8) By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My 
disciples.” But how is it possible for us to abide in Yahshua?  Yes, we should study His word and keep the 
commandments, but there is more, as Yahshua our Messiah explained in John 6: 53 – 57 and especially in 
verse 56, in this way: ‘Yahshua therefore said to them (the Jews), “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. (54) He who eats 
My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. (55) For My flesh 
is true food, and My blood is true drink. (56) He who eats my flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, 
and I in him. (57) As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he 
also shall live because of Me.” So here in verse 56 Yahshua tells us how we get to abide in Him and even 
though it sounds gruesome to most, we know that He was talking about the new symbols that He instituted 
when He partook of the Passover, the night before His impalement and death.  
 
We read Rav Shaul’s explanation in this regard from 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 25, as follows: ‘For I received 
from the Master that which I also delivered to you, that the Master Yahshua in the night in which He 
was betrayed took bread; (24) and when He had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is My body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” (25) In the same way He took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as You drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”’  If we partake of the annual Passover, with the new symbols that Yahshua introduced 
at His last Passover, we get to abide in Him, and He in us. But, at this point we still need to answer the 
question about the conditions under which Yahshua will reveal Himself to us.  Yahshua gives us the answer 
to this question in John 14: 19 – 21, in this way: “After a little while the world will behold Me no more; but 
you will behold Me; because I live, you shall live also. (20) In that day you shall know that I am in My 
Father, and you in Me, and I in you. (21) He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose 
Myself to him.” Here we are given the conditions that we need to meet before Yahshua our Messiah will 
disclose Himself to us. It is no wonder that many so-called believers do not know Yahshua's true identity – 
that He is Elohim in the flesh and if we start obeying Him fully, we will get to know Him, like we should. 
 
Elohim extends His love to us through Yahshua our Messiah. But, it is important to notice that His love is 
based on adhering to eternal standards, which were established by Him from the start, as we read from John 

                                                           
23

 2 Peter 3: 18, ‘But grow in grace and knowledge of our Master and Savior Yahshua Messiah. To Him be the 
glory (esteem), both now and to the day of eternity. Amein.’ 
24

 1 Timothy 3: 2 – 7, “An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from 
love of money. He must be one who manages his own household well,  keeping his children under control with 
all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the ecclesia of 
Elohim?); and not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 
And he must have a good reputation with those outside the ecclesia, so that he may not fall into reproach and the 
snare of the devil.”  
25

 Revelation 14: 12, ‘Here is the perseverance of the saints (true believers) who keep the commandments of Elohim 
and their faith in Yahshua.’ 
26

 1 Peter 4: 17, ‘For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of Elohim; and if it begins with us first, 
what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of Elohim?’ 
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14: 24, as follows: “He who does not love Me (Yahshua) does not keep My words; and the word which 
you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.” Since Yahshua is Elohim in the flesh, the Laws of the 
Father and that of the Son are exactly the same, as explained by Rav Yochanan in 2 John 6, in this way ‘And 
this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you 
have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.’  We’ve read Rav Yochanan saying, that these 
commandments of Elohim are not burdensome (in 1 John 5: 3), so those who believe that it is impossible to 
keep Elohim’s Torah are either not trying or simply opposed to it. If we oppose Elohim’s Torah of love, we 
bring untold suffering upon ourselves and our children in the form of dysfunctional human relationships. In 
addition to the proper relationships we will have with Elohim and fellow human beings by following His 
spiritual standards, Yahshua said in John 14: 23, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 
Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him’” Can one ask for a bigger 
blessing!.  
 
Now that we have answered the questions regarding the necessity to study the Scriptures and to obey it as 
the word of Elohim, let’s get back to a problem raised at the start. Despite the fact that most of the called-out 
believers believe and trust in the Scriptures as the Word of Elohim, there are whole segment of the society, 
including some called-out believers, who are biased against the Scriptures. As mentioned before, there are 
basically two problems with the modern translations of the Scriptures. Not all of us can read or fully 
understand the original languages from which the Scriptures were translated. In addition, even though the 
people who translated the Scriptures had the best intentions to translate it as accurately as possible, they 
were unfortunately biased due to doctrines based on human ideas and philosophy. This is one reason why 
the true Name of YHVH was removed from modern translations and substituted by pagan titles. Because the 
Christian Church who was behind most modern translations, wanted to move away from anything Jewish, 
they lost their ability to fully understand the meaning of the original text. In an effort to camouflage the fact that 
Yahshua came as a Jew, they opt to change His name from Yahshua meaning the Salvation of YHVH to 
Jesus, which does not carry the same meaning at all. This leaves us with translated Scriptures that differ in 
many instances from the original.  
 
Even so, YHVH still uses the adulterated versions of the Scriptures that we currently have to teach us His 
truths, as Rav Shaul so aptly put it in Romans 15: 4, in this way: ‘For whatever was written in earlier times 
was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope.’  The Scriptures have been available for hundreds of years. People heard the Word of 
Elohim from the pages of the Scriptures or from the prophets; and the message from Elohim was always, to 
repent and return to Him in obedience. Even if the medium used to transfer the message differed, the result 
has always been the same: However, only a few have responded positively to His Word. What makes the 
difference to those who respond and those who don’t? The main reason for those who respond positively is 
that they are convinced that the Scriptures is indeed the Word of Elohim. In addition each one of us has the 
right to exercise our own free will; our Creator has allowed us the right of free choice and He will never force 
us to believe or do anything that we are not prepared to do. Some people simply exercise their free will to 
respond positively to Elohim’s word, whilst others reject the same.  
 
In addition, if we have the Set-apart Spirit in us, to guide us into all truth as Yahshua promised in John 16: 
13

27
, we should not reject the Scriptures out of hand.  This brings us to the subject of faith. What is faith? We 

read according to Hebrews 11: 1 - 3, ‘Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. (2) For by it the men of old gained approval. (3) By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of Elohim, so that what is seen was not made out of things which 
are visible.’ We read further that if we do not have faith, we cannot please Elohim, as we read from verse 6 
of Hebrews11, in this way: ‘And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to Elohim 
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.’ It is impossible for anyone of 
us to convert or convince anyone else to believe in Elohim and His word. We need to be ever mindful of 
Yahshua’s words in John 6: 44, as follows: “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”  Yahshua commissioned His original disciples, and by 
implication also us his modern day disciples, to proclaim the good news of the coming kingdom of Elohim into 
the entire world as we read from Matthew 24: 14, in this way: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and the end shall come.” Kindly note that 
this does not say that we should try to convert people, as it will only lead to persecution and rejection.  It is as 
Yahshua said in John 15: 20 “Remember the word that I said to you, “A slave is not greater than his 

                                                           
27

 John 16: 13, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak 
on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.”  
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master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours 
also.”  
 
We need to keep in mind that YHVH is able to use any written material, no matter how polluted the translation 
is that we use. If we let the Set-apart Spirit guide us, it will indeed guide us into all truth. It obviously will help a 
great deal if we are able to read the original copies of the Scriptures, but we know that it is not possible at this 
time. Even so, it is good to obtain a number of different translations, to compare them to try and find the truth. 
I personally have seven different translations in English and if I find something controversial, I compare all my 
translations, before coming to a conclusion. Below I list some useful rules to help you in studying the 
Scriptures:  

 The Scriptures has a Jewish background and we need to interpret it from a Hebraic point of view. 

 If you come from Christianity, it is important to disregard most of what they taught. 

 Never quote a text out of context – only use the Scriptures to interpret Scriptures.  

 Take it literally as it has been written for the average person’s understanding. 

 Take into consideration who wrote the text, and why and to whom it was addressed. 

 Even though the words recorded in the Scriptures were not written directly to us, it was written for us as 
an example so that we may know what to do and what not to do. 

 Even though Encyclopedias, Concordances, Bible Dictionaries are very useful, remember that most were 
compiled by Christian authors.  

 Also remember that YHVH did not give us the Scriptures to impress or dominate others. 

 Finally remember to always ask for Elohim’s Spiritual guidance before studying the Scriptures. 
 
In addition to these points, we also need to consider the following five keys to help us better understand the word of 
Elohim:  

 
1. What is the true gospel? Christianity teaches that John 3: 16, the message about the person of Messiah, is the 

true gospel; It reads: “For Elohim so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  Even though this is part of the Good News, there 
are much more to it. For example, the crux of this verse is summarized in the words: ‘that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish.’  What does it mean to believe in Yahshua? The answer is two-fold, namely:  

a.) That we should believe in what Yahshua said (taught) whilst He was on earth; and 
b.) That we should believe in His Name. The name Yahshua, in Hebrew means that He is the Salvation 

of YHVH, as it states in Matthew 1: 21, “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name 
Yahshua, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” There is wordplay in the 
underlined section and the meaning of His name.  

But, what did Yahshua teach whilst He was here on earth? We read about the true gospel taught by Yahshua in 
Mark 1:14 – 15, as follows:  ‘And after John had been taken into custody, Yahshua came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of Elohim, (15) and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of Elohim is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”’ The message that Yahshua taught was the good news about the 
coming Kingdom of Elohim: We live in a dying world due to global warming, oil depletion, natural and manmade 
disasters and Yahshua brought us a message about a New World with a better future for all. The Good News 
about the glorious future of mankind has been Elohim’s plan from the beginning and was also proclaimed by 
King David in Psalm 145: 10 – 13, as follows: “All Thy works shall give thanks to Thee, O YHVH, And Thy 
godly ones (faithful believers) shall bless Thee. (11) They shall speak of the glory (esteem) of Thy 
Kingdom And talk of Thy power; (12) To make known to the sons of men Thy mighty acts, And the glory 
of the majesty of thy kingdom. (13) Thy Kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Thy dominion endures 
throughout all generations.”  

2. The identity of Israel:  Very few people realize that the ancient nation of Israel was divided into two separate 
nations. The kingdom of Israel comprising 10 of the original 12 tribe nation of Israel, were taken captive by the 
Assyrians and later scattered into mainly the western nations of the world. They became known as the lost ten 
tribes of Israel, since they lost their language, faith and identity. The other two tribes formed the kingdom of 
Judah, and even though they were also taken captive; they retained their language, culture and faith in the one 
true Elohim. Some of the two tribes making up the kingdom of Judah were later resettled in their homeland, but 
most importantly, today about 63 years ago, their descendants who were also eventually dispersed throughout 
the world, started resettling in the land today known as Israel. In addition few realize that a major portion of the 
prophecies in the Scriptures about Israel and Judah, were given for our people at this time. They speak about 
world conditions of today, and could not be understood until now. Every prophesy in the Scriptures showing 
where the people of Israel will be, just prior to the second coming of Messiah, pictures them in captivity and 
slavery once again. Prophecies show how the punishment upon the western nations and in particular the USA 
and Britain, is beginning to escalate. The result will be corrected people. The punishment will teach us and 
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break our spirit of rebellion against Elohim and His word. Punishment implies correction, which results in 
repentance. We need to understand that even though our nations as a whole are to be punished; those of us 
yielding at this time to accept Elohim’s correction without punishment shall be protected, if we return to Him in 
obedience. 

3. Elohim’s Set-apart Days:  These days reveal Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind. Each one of the seven 
annual Set-apart Days that YHVH commanded us to keep, pictures a step in the process of Elohim’s plan of 
salvation for all mankind.  

4. The Sabbath Day – The Sabbath command given in Exodus 20 is considered the test command. This is the 
command that Christianity and other religions refuse to obey. Obeying the Sabbath commandment often results 
in great tests of faith, requiring us to rely fully on Elohim. But obedience to this command also brings great 
blessings, to those observing it. The main reason for obeying the Sabbath and the other commandments are as 
we read in Psalm 111: 10, as follows: ‘The fear of YHVH is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding 
have all those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever.’ 

5. Duality Principle in The Scriptures - there is a duality which runs throughout the Scriptures and the plan that 
YHVH is working out on the earth. We read in 1 Corinthians 15: 45, ‘So also it is written, “The first man, 
Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.’ Similarly there was the 
original Covenant which was physical and temporal; then there is the Renewed Covenant which is spiritual and 
eternal. YHVH also made man mortal from the dust of the ground and of the human kind; but through Messiah 
we may be begotten immortal, spiritual and of the Elohim kind. There are also two phases to the promises that 
YHVH made with Abraham; a promise of race and a promise of grace. 
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Chapter 24: Do you ever feel rejected? 
 

Were you as a child ever rejected by your peers for the way you talked; or because you were shorter or 
perhaps much taller than them?  Or did you feel rejected by your parents because of a much more talented 
sibling?  Or are you one of Elohim’s called-out ecclesia, who have been scorned and rejected for what you 
believe by your own family and friends?  
 
As human beings we need to be in loving relationships with our fellow man as well as with our Creator. When 
people reject us for whatever reason, we feel unloved, separated and without purpose. However, Yahshua 
warned His disciples and by extension also us His modern day disciples, right at the beginning when He 
instructed them to proclaim the good news about the coming kingdom of Elohim, that they will be persecuted 
for doing so. We read accordingly from Matthew 10: 5 – 8, in this way: ‘These twelve Yahshua sent out 
after instructing them, saying, “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the 
Samaritans; (6) but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (7) And as you go, preach, 
saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ (8) Heal the sick, raise the (spiritually) dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons; freely you received, freely give.”’  Here Yahshua commissioned His disciples to 
proclaim the good news of the coming kingdom of Elohim, to the lost house of Israel; and not to try and 
convert Jews to Christianity, like some believe He said.  Also notice that doing so should be a free 
educational service.  
 
In sending out His disciples, Yahshua warned them as we see from verses 16 – 22 of Matthew 10, as follows: 
“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd (or perceptive) as 
serpents, and innocent as doves. (17) But beware of men; for they will deliver you up to the courts, 
and scourge you in their synagogues; (18) and you shall even be brought before governors and kings 
for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. (19) But when they deliver you up, do not 
become anxious about how or what you will speak; for it shall be given you in that hour what you are 
to speak. (20) For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. (21) 
And brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against 
parents, and cause them to be put to death. (22) And you will be hated by all on account of My name, 
but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.”  When we decide to follow the way of 
Elohim, it is as if we draw an invisible line on the ground. Our friends and family immediately realize that they 
are not first in our lives any longer; we are not available to their every beck and call, as we now require time to 
get to know and follow YHVH our Elohim.  
 
Yahshua further advised those of us called by the Father to follow Him in John 15: 16 – 19, saying: “You did 
not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you. (17) This I 
command you, that you love one another. (18) If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before 
it hated you. (19) If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” It is important therefore, that 
we as brothers and sisters in the ecclesia heed Yahshua’s command and show love and concern for one 
another.  We need to show empathy for fellow believers who live on their own without likeminded believers to 
fellowship with on Elohim’s Sabbaths. Empathy or compassion is very helpful to sustain fellow believers on 
what we all know to be a very lonely road. Make sure that you encourage those lonely people who follow 
YHVH all on their own; cheer them up when they feel sad and lonely, as we read from Proverbs 15: 13, as 
follows: ‘A joyful heart makes a cheerful face, but when the heart is sad, the spirit is broken.’  We read 
further from Proverbs 18: 14, ‘The spirit of a man can endure his sickness, but a broken spirit who can 
bear?  The greatest consolation when we feel sad and rejected is to know that there are like-minded 
believers who care for us.   
 
Brethren we need to be ever mindful that in following Yahshua our Master, we are following one who 
experienced the ultimate rejection, as we read from John 1: 11, as follows: ‘He came to His own, and those 
who were His own did not receive Him.’ In fact Isaiah prophesied about Yahshua in chapter 53: 3, saying: 
‘He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and like one 
from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.’ It is in realizing that 
Yahshua our Messiah suffered the worst kind of rejection and finally conquered it, that we find comfort and 
healing.   
 
Ever since the creation of mankind, YHVH requires a relationship with us. But since the fall of man our sins 
caused a separation between Elohim and His creation, as we read from Isaiah 59: 2 – 4, in this way: ‘But 
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your iniquities have made a separation between you and your Elohim, and your sins have hidden His 
face from you, so that He does not hear. (3) For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers 
with iniquity; your lips have spoken falsehood, your tongue mutters wickedness. (4) No one sues 
righteously and no one pleads honestly. They trust in (religious) confusion, and speak lies; they 
conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.’ Yahshua came specifically to reconcile us, the remnant of the 
lost ten tribes of Israel to the commonwealth of Israel and then to Elohim. In order to fulfill this great purpose 
and to ultimately reconcile us to Elohim, He had to pay our penalty for breaking Elohim’s commandments, by 
dying in our place. Yahshua being the word of Elohim, was part of Elohim for all eternity, as we read from the 
prophecy about Him in Micah 5: 2, as follows: “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are 
from long ago, from the days of eternity.” The words ‘from the days of eternity’ speaks about the eternal 
Elohim’s manifestation in the body specifically prepared for Yahshua, as Rav Shaul explained in Hebrews 10: 
5, saying: ‘Therefore, when He (Yahshua) comes into the world, He says, “SACRIFICE AND 
OFFERINGS THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY THOU HAST PREPARED FOR ME.”’ So, 
Yahshua as the Word of Elohim made flesh was the Being chosen to bring about this amazing reconciliation 
and had to experience the ultimate rejection.   
 
King David’s Psalm 22 predicting Yahshua’s death and resurrection begins with Yahshua’s final words on His 
impalement stake and explains why He was hanging there. When Yahshua said the words: “My El, my El, 
why (transliterated in Hebrew as ‘mah’ meaning how long and for what reason) have Thou forsaken 
(transliterated as ‘azab’ meaning abandoning) me?” By reading the remainder of Psalm 22, we discover the 
reason for Yahshua’s impalement and death. We read accordingly from verses 26 – 31: ‘The afflicted shall 
eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will praise YHVH. Let your heart live forever! (27) All the 
ends of the earth will remember and turn to YHVH, and all the families of the nations will worship 
before Thee. (28) For the kingdom is (YHVH)’s, and He rules over the nations. (29) All the prosperous 
of the earth will eat and worship, all those who go down to the dust will bow before Him  (even after the 
second resurrection), even he who cannot (or did not) keep his soul alive. (30) Posterity will serve Him; it 
will be told of YHVH to the coming generation. (31) They will come and will declare His righteousness 
to a people who will be born, that He has performed it.’  So here we have the reason for Yahshua’s death 
– yes His death will even save the unsaved dead after the second resurrection.   
 
This was Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind all along – Yes it is as we read from John 3: 16 & 17, as 
follows: “For Elohim so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten (or brought forth) Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. (17) For Elohim did not send the Son 
into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him.” What a marvelous 
and merciful Elohim do we serve?  The purpose of Yahshua’s sacrifice was to prepare the way to resurrect 
dead souls, as King David wrote in Psalm 88: 10, asking: “Wilt thou perform wonders for the dead? Will 
the departed spirits rise and praise Thee? Selah (think about it!).” Like Yahshua was resurrected three 
days and three nights after His impalement and death on the stake, so those of us called at this time will if we 
make it, be resurrected at Messiah’s return to rule the earth for a thousand years. But so will He also resurrect 
the wicked and unsaved dead after His thousand year reign, and will give those who never had a chance to 
repent and accept Yahshua as their Passover, their first chance to make an informed decision, after opening 
their understanding to the Scriptures. After Immersion, they will be given a portion of Elohim’s spirit and be 
changed into spiritual children of Elohim, after which the wicked and everything physical will be burnt up in the 
lake of fire.  
 
Rav Shaul explained further in Romans 8: 3 & 4, saying: ‘For what the Law (Torah) could not do, weak as 
it was through the flesh (it was not the Torah that was weak, but the people were too weak to obey it), 
Elohim did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, (4) in order that the requirements of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.’ We also read from 2 Corinthians 5: 21, 
‘He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of 
Elohim in Him.’  So we see that because of what Yahshua represented for those brief few moments, YHVH 
had to turn His back on Him when He died. Even though Yahshua was familiar with the rejection of men, to 
that point He was always fully at one with the Father. Even so, we know that after His resurrection and 
ascension to heaven, He was totally reconciled and restored to the Father. So the rejection that Messiah 
faced as a ‘human being’ helped Him understand the rejection that we experience from time to time.    
 
Sin separates us from Elohim and our neighbor and is often a major obstacle to building a relationship with 
Elohim. As a result Elohim Himself suffered because of our sins – Yes the Creator of the universe paid the 
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penalty for mankind’s sin, as only He can absolve our sin and take away our guilt and suffering, as explained 
by Rav Shaul in 2 Corinthians 5: 18 & 19, in this way: ‘Now all these things are from Elohim, who 
reconciled us to Himself through Messiah, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, (19) namely, that 
Elohim was in Messiah reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.’ Yahshua became the sacrifice for our sins and by 
offering His own blood we may receive eternal life, as explained in Hebrews 9: 15, in this way: ‘And for this 
reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant (or priesthood), those 
who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.’  
 
Let’s backtrack a bit – we read Yahshua’s response to the scribe in Mark 12: 29 – 31, ‘Yahshua answered, 
“The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! YHVH OUR ELOHIM IS ONE YHVH; (30) AND YOU SHALL LOVE 
YHVH YOUR ELOHIM WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ (31) The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  If we want to be 
reconciled to Elohim, we also need to be reconciled with our neighbor. It is as we are told in Matthew 6: 14 & 
15: “For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. (15) 
But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.” Ever since the 
creation of mankind, Elohim experienced rejection. YHVH created Adam and Eve in His own image, planning 
to have a successful relationship with them; He wanted them to make the right decisions that would lead to 
Eternal Life with Him. But they chose to disobey Elohim and do what He has specifically forbidden them to do. 
As a result they and all mankind became subject to death. After YHVH drove mankind from the Garden of 
Eden they continued to disappoint Him. Immediately after leaving the Garden of Eden, we read how Cain, 
Adam and Eve’s first son, killed his brother Abel. Later before destroying most of mankind in a flood, we are 
told in Genesis 6: 6, ‘And YHVH was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in 
His heart.’  YHVH knew what it was like to experience rejection by His creation, but He continued to work 
with mankind. He started over with Abraham, whose descendants later grew to become the nation of Israel. 
YHVH later saved the nation from their cruel taskmasters in Egypt, through His servant Moses. Moses 
through many trials and tribulations lead the nation who wandered in the wilderness for forty years, until all 
those over the age of twenty years old, who left Egypt died, because of rebellion and unbelief. After 
wandering in the wilderness for forty years, Joshua lead the nation of Israel into the Promised Land.  
 
After 500 hundred years in the Promised Land, the nation of Israel once again rejected Elohim as their King, 
when they asked Samuel to give them a human king. We read Elohim’s reaction to their request in 1 Samuel 
8: 7, as follows: ‘And YHVH said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they 
say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.”’ This 
is basically the story of mankind; we have throughout history rejected Elohim’s blessings because we did not 
want to follow His will and way for our own good. Instead, we like Eve, want to decide for ourselves who we 
listen to and follow.  As a result we like our first forebears were doomed to death. We need to overcome our 
resentment of Elohim’s way and stop rejecting what is for our own good.  The only way in which we are able 
to reconcile with both Elohim and our neighbor is through Yahshua our Messiah. This is why the curtain giving 
access to the Holy of Holies tore at the very moment of Messiah’s death. So we need to come to Elohim in 
the blood of Yahshua Messiah, if we want to be reconciled to Him as well as to our neighbors. We who are 
called by YHVH at this time, are required to remain in a healthy relationship with Him and where possible with 
all mankind, as Rav Shaul wrote in Romans 12: 18, in this way: ‘If possible, so far as it depends on you, 
be at peace with all men.’   
 
Up to this time in history only a few people have been reconciled to Elohim. Most are even now rejecting 
Elohim and His way. Today, only a few truly understand Elohim’s plan of Salvation for all mankind. We who 
are called at this time, as well as our fathers in the faith are known as the ecclesia of called out believers. We 
are at this time only a remnant, who will if we make it into the first resurrection, be the first-fruits or first born 
children of Elohim, who like Yahshua our messiah will be born again as spiritual sons and daughters of 
Elohim. Even so, ultimately most people will find the path of reconciliation to YHVH, as we read previously in 
Psalm 22. Rav Shaul understood that Elohim is working out His plan step by step. Ultimately all of Elohim’s 
creation; people and all things will be reconciled to him, as Rav Shaul explained in Colossians 1: 19 - 20, as 
follows: ‘For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him (Yahshua), (20) and 
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; 
through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.’ Continuing in verses 21 - 23 of 
Colossians 1, we read: And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil 
deeds, (22) yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you 
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before Him holy (set-apart) and blameless and beyond reproach— (23) if indeed you continue in the 
faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have 
heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Shaul, was made a 
minister.’  
 
In Ephesians 2, we are further told that Yahshua’s whole purpose was to reconcile us with brother Judah, and 
ultimately to YHVH, as explained in verses 14 – 18, in this way: ‘For He Himself is our peace, who made 
both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, (15) by abolishing in His flesh 
the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might 
make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, (16) and might reconcile them both in one 
body to Elohim through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. (17) AND HE CAME AND 
PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; (18) 
for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.’ 
 
If we follow Yahshua in this life we will have to make certain sacrifices, which will of necessity result in loss of 
friends and family members near and dear to us.  It is as we read from Matthew 10: 37 – 39: “He who loves 
father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me 
is not worthy of Me. (38) And he who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. (39) 
He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it.’  It is for 
this reason that Yahshua commanded us to love one another and be reconciled to one another, but also to 
our brother Judah. As a result YHVH will forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against 
us.  It is also incumbent upon each one of us to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom of Elohim into the world 
and to make Judah jealous by obeying the Torah to the standard given us by Yahshua our Master and Savior, 
knowing that we will also be rejected by our own, for doing so. Amein! 
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Chapter 25: First-born. 
 

We understand from reading from Exodus 11: 4 & 5 and Exodus 12: 1 – 7 & 13, that the Passover lamb was 
slaughtered specifically to protect the first-born children of Israel during the final plague, before Pharaoh let 
the children of Israel leave Egypt, in this way: ‘And Moses said, “Thus says YHVH, ‘About midnight I am 
going out into the midst of Egypt, (5) and all the first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, from the first-
born of the Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the first-born of the slave girl who is behind the 
millstones; all the first-born of the cattle as well.”’ (1) ‘Now YHVH said to Moses and Aaron in the land 
of Egypt, (2) “This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the 
year to you. (3) Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are 
each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers’ households, a lamb for each 
household. (4) Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his 
house are to take one according to the number of persons in them; according to what each man 
should eat, you are to divide the lamb. (5) Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. (6) And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the 
same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. (7) 
Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the 
house in which they eat it. (13) And the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; 
and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I 
strike the land of Egypt.’”’ 
 
Yahshua was represented by the male lamb without blemish as per Leviticus 23: 12, which was symbolic of 
Messiah’s sinless state. This is why Yochanan the Immerser referred to Him as ‘the Lamb of Elohim who 
takes away the sin of the world!’ in John 1: 29. He was also represented of the fine flour mixed with oil in 
Leviticus 23: 13, symbolic of the beating and scourging through which He was perfected.  The accompanying 
hin of wine also mentioned in Leviticus 23: 13, was symbolic of Messiah’s blood to pay the penalty for our 
sins, as confirmed in 1 John 1: 7, as follows: ‘But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Yahshua His Son cleanses us from all sin.’  We 
read further from Hebrews 5: 8 & 9, ‘Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things He 
suffered. (9) And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of 
eternal salvation.’  Yes, Messiah surrendered Himself as a sacrificial offering on our behalf. 
 
According to Jewish Encyclopedia.com the wave sheaf spoken about in Leviticus 23: 10 & 11 was cut off prior 
to the 16

th
 of Aviv and consequently had to be on the day before the first annual Sabbath or First Day of 

Unleavened Bread on the 15
th
 of Aviv, to be waived by the Priest at the beginning of the Second Day of 

Unleavened Bread on the 16
th
 of Aviv. This is confirmed in Joshua 5: 10 & 11, where after the Israelites kept 

the Passover on the 14
th
 of Aviv and ate of the produce of the land on the day after they kept the Passover. 

The wave sheaf must have been waved that evening at the beginning of the 16
th
 Aviv at which time the 

manna also ceased. The first Passover in Egypt was kept the evening of the 14
th
 Aviv and the first-born of 

Israel was saved from the angel of death that same night, as all the first-born in Egypt died. The Israelites left 
Egypt in the light of the Full Moon in the evening of 15

th
 Aviv and forty seven days from the next evening, erev 

16 Aviv the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai in the 3
rd

 Month (known as Sivan) on the same day, meaning the 
3

rd
 Day, as may be seen from Exodus 19: 1

28
.  Moses then instructed the people to consecrate themselves for 

the next two days; to wash their clothes and refrain from marital relations during the two days, to be ready on 
the next day, the 6

th
 day of the third month, when YHVH gave Moses the Commandments, ordinances and 

judgments on Mount Sinai. This was exactly fifty days after the second day of unleavened bread, and is even 
today the day from which all Jews start counting the Omer. The Rabbis considered the bringing of the Omer 
as repayment to Elohim for the manna the Israelites collected and ate in the wilderness.  
 

The Book of Jasher - a book quoted in Joshua 10: 13 and 2 Samuel 1: 18, which was reported to be ‘lost’, 
agrees with the Hebrew calendar that Pentecost (or Shavuot) always falls on the sixth day of the third month, 
as we read from Chapter 82: 6 (of Jasher), “And in the third month from the children of Yisrael’s departure from 

Mitzrayim, on the sixth day of it, YHVH gave to Yisrael the ten mitzvoth on Mount Sinai.” However, no one knows 
for certain if this is in fact the same authentic book, mentioned in The Scriptures. Even so, this reality is also 

                                                           
28

 Where the Scriptures mentions an incident or specific event, such as in Exodus 19: 1,  it usually gives both the day and 
month as may be seen from Exodus 16: 1 and 40: 17.  We read from Exodus 16: 1, ‘Then they set out from Elim, and 
all the congregation of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the 
fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the land of Egypt.’, and from Exodus 40: 17, ‘Now it 
came about in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was erected.’ 
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confirmed by Josephus Flavius, a contemporary of Yahshua Messiah and Jewish historian who lived 37 – 100 
C.E., in a statement recorded in Jos. Antiq. 2:15:1 “…we keep a feast for eight days which is called unleavened 

bread.” Further details are given in a statement by Josephus at Jos. Antiq.3:10:5 “In the month of Xanthicus, 

which is by us called Nisan (also known as Aviv), and is the beginning of our year. On the fourteenth day of the lunar 

month, when the sun is in Aries, (for in this month it was that we were delivered from bondage under the Egyptians) 

the law ordained that we should every year slay that sacrifice which I before told you we slew when we came out of 

Egypt, and which was called the Passover, and so we do celebrate this Passover in companies, leaving nothing of 

what we sacrifice till the day following. The feast of unleavened bread succeeds that of the Passover, and falls on the 

fifteenth day of the month, and continues seven days, wherein they feed on unleavened bread; on every one of which 

days two bulls are killed, and one ram, and seven lambs.  Now these lambs are entirely burnt, besides the kid of the 

goats which is added to all the rest, for sins; for it is intended as a feast for the priest on every one of those days.  But 

on the second day of unleavened bread, which is the sixteenth day of the month, they first partake of the fruits of the 

earth, for before that day they do not touch them.” This is in total agreement with Leviticus 23: 5 – 14.  

Yahshua was killed as the Passover Lamb on the 14
th
 Aviv, when He was impaled at about 9 o’clock in the 

morning. At about 12 o’clock until 3 o’clock in the afternoon darkness fell over the whole land, as testified in 
Luke 23: 44 & 45, as follows: ‘And it was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole 
land until the ninth hour, (45) the sun being obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two.’  This 
is when Yahshua died (or was cut off) as prophesied by Daniel in the first part of Daniel 9: 26, in this way: 
“Then after sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince 
who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary.” Yahshua died as the Passover Lamb, but was 
also cut off as the wave sheaf offering on the impalement stake before YHVH and as witnessed in verse 46 of 
Luke 23, crying out in a loud voice He said: ‘“Father, INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” And 
having said this, He breathed His last.’  Three days and three nights later Yahshua was resurrected at the 
end of the weekly Sabbath, and became the first ‘human’ to be born again as the first-born from the dead.  
 
This is why Rav Shaul wrote in Romans 8: 11 and 28 – 30, (11) ‘But if the Spirit of Him who raised 
Yahshua from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Messiah Yahshua from the dead will also give 
life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. (28) And we know Elohim causes all 
things to work together for good to those who love Elohim, to those who are called according to His 
purpose. (29) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; (30) and whom He predestined, these He 
also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 
glorified.’ So we see that exactly like with the very first Passover, Yahshua’s last Passover was to protect the 
ecclesia of called out believers, who as first-fruits will become first-born children of Elohim, when Yahshua 
returns one day. They will be the first to be resurrected after Yahshua and be protected from the second 
death, as we read from Revelation 20: 6, as follows: ‘Blessed and holy (set-apart) is the one who has a 
part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of 
Elohim and of Messiah and will reign with Him for a thousand years.’  
 
Some hold that the statement Yahshua made to Miriam in John 20: 17, is proof that He quickly went up to the 
Father that Sunday (the 1

st
 Day of the week) after His resurrection and returned a little later, instead of 

meaning that He will eventually ascend to the Father 40 days later
29

, as may be read from Acts 1: 9 – 11. 
Even so, we read from verse 19 of John 20, ‘When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of 
the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Yahshua came 
and stood in their midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.”’ So we see here that Yahshua appeared 
to the disciples a few minutes later that same Sunday evening. Nevertheless, because Christianity start the 
day from mid-night, different to the Hebrew method, where a new day begins at sunset in the evening, they 
misinterpret verse 19 to mean the next evening. But, if we read verse 17 together with verses 18 & 19, we 
understand that Messiah appeared to His disciples the same evening (erev), not during the night (laila), and 
that He was definitely not resurrected on Sunday morning as some insist. Yes, Yahshua was simply telling 
Miriam and those with her, in modern parlance to relax, and go on to Galilee, where He will meet up with 
them, as we also read from Matthew 28: 9 & 10, in this way: ‘And behold, Yahshua met them and greeted 
them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshipped Him. (10) Then Yahshua said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see 
Me.”  
 

                                                           
29

 Miriam was expressing a desire to hold on to Yahshua’s physical presence for fear that she might lose Him again. 
Yahshua’s reference to His ascension shows that He would only be with them temporarily and though she desperately 
wanted Him to stay, He would remain only for a short time and then ascend to heaven.  
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Elohim prepared a body of flesh for Yahshua to dwell in, as we read from Hebrews 10: 5, ‘Therefore, when 
He comes into the world, He says, “SACRIFICE AND OFFERING THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, BUT A 
BODY THOU HAST PREPARED FOR ME.”’ This is the body in which the Word of YHVH dwelt among us, 
but it is also the body of the ecclesia of Elohim, as we are told by Rav Shaul in Ephesians 1: 22 & 23, as 
follows: ‘And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 
ecclesia (of called-out believers), (23) which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.’ Here we 
see again how the duality principle that runs throughout the Scriptures comes to play.  Yahshua the visible 
image of the invisible Elohim died for us and was the first being to be resurrected as a Spirit Being. He made 
it possible for us to go through the same process to be born again. Yes, Yahshua as the Head of the body 
was first to be brought forth or born again. 
 
YHVH is now calling only a few first-fruits to learn to become teachers (kings and priest) under Yahshua 
during the Millennium, as we read from  James 1: 18, in this way: ‘In the exercise of His will He brought us 
forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures.’ After 
being called, we should be immersed into the saving name of Yahshua our Messiah, upon which, we will be 
given the Se-apart Spirit, as we read from Acts 2: 38, where Rav Kepha (Peter) said, “Repent, and let each 
of you be immersed in the name of Yahshua Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Set-apart Spirit.’  We see that according to Ephesians 4: 30 that we are sealed at 
immersion in the name of Yahshua, as follows: ‘And do not grieve the Set-apart Spirit of Elohim, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.’ We also read in the last part of Revelation 14: 4 that: 
‘These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to Elohim and to the Lamb.’ When we as 
believers die, the Spirit given us by the Father returns to heaven whilst our dead bodies are buried. It is during 
the time that we die, until Messiah’s return that our Spirits are made perfect in heaven as we read from 
Hebrews 12: 23 in this way: “to the general assembly and the ecclesia of the first-born who are enrolled 
in heaven, and to Elohim the Judge of all, and to the spirits of righteous men made perfect.”  
 
In Revelation 7: 3 we read about an Angel ‘saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until 
we have sealed the bond-servants of our Elohim on their foreheads.”’ In verse 4 we read: ‘And I heard 
the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of 
the sons of Israel.’ This sealing will be for physical protection, similar to the protection the Israelites had from 
the 10

th
 plague (the death of the first-born) – in this case from all the coming plagues mentioned in the book of 

Revelation. This happens before the heavenly signs before the great tribulation. All Mankind has the potential 
of becoming sons of Elohim, as Yahshua the visible image of the invisible Elohim, died for all and was the first 
‘human’ to be resurrected as a Spirit Being. This agrees with what King David wrote in Psalm 49: 7 saying: 
"No man can by any means redeem his brother, or give to Elohim a ransom for him", and in Psalm 49: 
15 "But Elohim will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol; for He will receive me." 
 
The first-fruits for the Kingdom of Elohim are only a small group of people. They will receive a double portion 
indicating a bigger responsibility in the Kingdom. They will be changed into spiritual sons and daughters of 
Elohim and will become kings and priests under Yahshua in the Kingdom of Elohim. They are called from 
every tribe of the sons of Israel – even those who have lost their identity because they forgot the 
commandments of YHVH. They are called during this age and are being trained under difficult circumstances 
to become first-fruits. They are kings and priests in training for a heavenly order, as recorded in 1 Peter 2: 9 & 
10, as follows: ‘But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR 
ELOHIM’s OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light; (10) for you once were not a people, but now you are THE 
PEOPLE OF ELOHIM; you had not RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.’ 
 
Prior to the death and resurrection of Yahshua, only a few individuals were chosen to perform special 
responsibilities. Their accounts have been recorded in the Tanach: They were such people as Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Moses, Deborah, Samuel, David, Isaiah, Ester and a handful of others. The 
uncounted numbers from Adam to Messiah were not yet given an opportunity for salvation. During the time 
from Messiah’s resurrection, ascension and second coming, Elohim has been calling only a selected few to 
be part of His elect, or first fruits. These are known as the remnant according to Elohim’s gracious choice as 
per Romans 11: 5 – 7. Yes, our calling is by the will of Elohim, who wants us to follow Him with everything we 
have. The promise is, if we do, we will like Yahshua become first-born children of Elohim. But the choice 
remains ours, as we read from James 1: 19 – 22, in this way: ‘This you know, my beloved brethren. But let 
everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; (20) for the anger of man does not 
achieve the righteousness of Elohim. (21) Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of 
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wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. (22) But prove 
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.’ 
 
Elohim offers us a wonderful future, but we need a relationship with Him to get there – without a close spiritual 
relationship with Elohim, those of us called at this time, will go to the grave and be forgotten, as explained in 
Ecclesiastes 9: 5, as follows: ‘For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor 
have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten.’ It is important that especially those of us, 
who are called, do everything in our power to serve YHVH our Elohim who called us to become His future 
children. We read accordingly from verse 10 of Ecclesiastes 9, ‘Whatever your hand finds to do, verily, do 
it with all your might; for there is no activity or planning or wisdom in Sheol (the grave) where you are 
going.’ Yes, we need to do everything in our power in this life, to be eligible for the Kingdom of Elohim. 
 
Yahshua became our example of being a first-fruit living in the world, but not of it. We, who are, as it were 
first-fruits among His creatures, should follow His example. We read about Yahshua in Titus 2: 14, ‘who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for 
His own possession, zealous for good deeds.’  Back in John 17: 18 we read: “As Thou didst send Me 
into the world, I also have sent them into the world.” As a new creation, Yahshua sent us to display a new 
nature and the likeness of Messiah into the world. When we separate ourselves from worldly ways, YHVH will 
receive us as we read in 2 Corinthians 6: 16 & 17: ‘Or what agreement has the temple of Elohim with 
idols? For we are the temple of the living Elohim, just as Elohim said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND 
WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. (17) 
Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says YHVH. “AND DO NOT TOUCH 
WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you.”’  These promises of Elohim remain for those who maintain 
a lifestyle, even though in the world, separate from the ways of the world. This is how we show the people in 
the world, the example Messiah showed His disciples, whilst He lived here two thousand years ago. 
 
The Passover that we partake of annually protects those of us called-out of the world by YHVH from the 
second death, exactly the same way it protected the first-born children of Israel in Egypt. If we continue to 
grow in grace and knowledge, and overcome Satan, the world and our own human natures, we will make it 
into the Kingdom of Elohim. But if we like the Israelites lack faith we will not enter, as witnessed in Hebrews 3: 
19, in this way: ‘And so we see that they were not able to enter (the Promised Land) because of 
unbelief.’ We read further from Hebrews 4: 6 - 11, ‘Since therefore it remains for some to enter it (the 
kingdom of Elohim), and those who formerly had good news preached to them failed to enter because 
of disobedience, (7) He again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so long a time 
just as has been said before, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS.” 
(8) For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that. (9) There 
remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of Elohim. (10) For the one who has entered His rest 
has himself also rested from his works, as Elohim did from His. (11) Let us therefore be diligent to 
enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.’   
 
In conclusion I quote here from an article from Aish.com by Rabbi Noson Weisz, to give us an idea of the 
Jewish understanding, as follows: ‘In the prayer we recite on Friday night we say the following, “You have sanctified 

the seventh day to Your Name, the destination and conclusion of the creation of the heavens and the earth.”  Shabbat 

is not merely a rest day. Shabbat is reminiscent of the World to Come. This idea is encoded in the description of the 

creation of man by another grammatical anomaly: G-d formed man,,,(Genesis 2: 7) The Hebrew word for “formed”, 

vayizer, is commonly written with only one yud, Here it is apparently misspelled and contains two yuds.  Rashi explains:  

Other creatures were fashioned for only a single world, whereas Adam was created to be able to live in the world of 

‘Techiyat Hamesit’, of “Resurrection” – the resurrected world that will initiate the World to Come. Thus he was in a 

sense doubly fashioned; therefore two yuds are used to describe his creation.’  This is essentially talking about the 
spirit in man spoken about in among other in Zechariah 12: 1 in this way: ‘The burden of the word of YHVH 
concerning Israel, Thus declares YHVH who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the 
earth, and forms the spirit of man within him.’ The spirit of man is so integrated in his ‘soul’ or life that as it 
says in Hebrews 4: 12, ‘For the word of Elohim is living and active and sharper than a two edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the division of the soul and the spirit, of both joints and marrow, and 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.’  If we have truly Elohim’s Spirit indwelling us, it will 
be reflected in the way we live our lives. 
 

At Pentecost or Shavuot we the remnant of the lost ten tribes, called out of the world, are together with our 
Jewish Brothers represented by the two loaves of bread for a wave offering, made of two-tenths of an ephah 
of fine flour, baked with leaven as first-fruits to YHVH. The leaven indicates that we as first-fruits are still flesh 
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and blood human beings, exposed to sin. However, if we are diligent to enter the rest promised in the coming 
Kingdom of Elohim, we will be resurrected at Yahshua’s return as first-born children of Elohim. Think about it!  
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Chapter 26: Double-mindedness. 
 
Are you one hundred percent convicted of your faith in Yahshua our Messiah? Do you doubt certain of the 
beliefs that we hold? Are you ever uncertain about the calendar that we follow, or about questions such as 
what happens to us when we die?  Faith is a very personal thing and once you found truth, you should never 
let go of it.  It is like Yahshua explained in the parable of the pearl of great price In Matthew 13: 45 & 46, 
saying: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, (46) and upon finding 
one pearl of great value, he went out and sold all that he had, and bought it.”  In ancient times pearls 
were considered the most precious of gems and were highly valued ornaments, and it is for this reason that 
the word is used symbolically for things of great value, such as for example wise sayings or teachings.  
 
When you write sermons like I do, the Scriptures refer to you as a dealer who ‘markets’ spiritual truths about 
the kingdom of Elohim, as explained by Yahshua in Matthew 25: 5 – 9, in this way: “Now while the 
bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. (6) But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ (7) Then all those virgins rose and trimmed 
their lamps. (8) And the foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 
out.’ (9) But the prudent answered, saying, ‘No, there will not be enough for us and you too; go 
instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’” Even though we are referred to as dealers, we 
should never sell the truths that we learnt about the kingdom of Elohim, as we have received it freely 
ourselves. Even so, the point is that we should never be doubtful or double-minded about the truths that come 
from the Scriptures, confirmed by two or three witnesses.  
 
We should also not obtain teachings from teachers who are double-minded; else we will be influenced to 
imitate their double-mindedness. I know some teachers, who think and even said to me; ‘You might be right, 
or we might be right.’ This tells me that such teachers are dubious about their teachings. We should only 
teach truths that come from Scriptures and about which we are totally sure. At this point I am confident to 
report that I have found that pearl of great price, mentioned by Yahshua our Messiah in Matthew 13, and I 
believe in it with my heart and soul.  Rav Yaa’cov (James) used the phrase ‘double-minded’ twice in his 
epistle to the twelve tribes dispersed abroad.  Double-mindedness is a major character flaw in the life of any 
believer, and it can show itself in a number of areas in our lives.  It makes us doubt ourselves, our faith and 
affects everything else we do in our lives. It makes us hesitant to make those quick decisions so necessary in 
our everyday lives; it is literally as the saying goes: ‘He who hesitates is lost.’  Rav Yaa’cov used the phrase 
to portray an individual who is unsure, wavering, two-faced, half-hearted and hesitant regarding most of 
his/her beliefs and actions in life.  
 
Before dealing with the topic at hand, I would like to clear up another misconception: There are teachers who 
teach that Yochanan the Immerser was having a double-minded moment when he was in prison, before being 
killed by King Herod upon a request of Herod’s daughter. But the truth is often the opposite of what we think it 
is, as Yahshua tells us about Yochanan the Immerser. We start reading the account in Matthew 11: 2 & 3, in 
this way: ‘Now when John in prison heard of the works of Messiah, he sent word by his disciples, (3) 
and said to Him (Yahshua), “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” This 
sounds like Yochanan was indeed having a moment of doubt, doesn’t it? Is it possible that he actually had 
second thoughts about the identity of Yahshua? Could Yochanan still have doubts – even after he had heard 
a voice from heaven after immersing Yahshua, as we read from Luke 3: 21 & 22, as follows: ‘Now it came 
about when all the people were immersed, that Yahshua also was immersed, and while He was 
praying, heaven was opened, (22) and the Set-apart Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a 
dove, and a voice came out of heaven, “Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased.”’ Could 
Yochanan really have second thoughts? – Even after He himself testified in John 1: 32 – 34, saying: “I have 
beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. (33) And I did not 
recognize Him, but He who sent me to immerse in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit 
descending and remaining upon Him, this is the one who immerses in the Set-apart Spirit.’ (34) And I 
have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of Elohim.”  
 
But, if Yochanan was not doubting that Yahshua was the Messiah, then what was the meaning of his question 
“Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” Let me explain - there could be two 
reasons for Yochanan’s question.  In the Dead Sea scrolls, in the writings of the Qumran community, they 
mention two Messiah’s; the first being a Priestly Messiah and the second being a Teacher of Righteousness. 
Many scholars agree that the Qumran community had a great influence in what Yochanan the Immerser 
believed, but this is not the answer.  The answer is to be found in Rabbinic Literature, where there is also the 
belief that there would be two Messiah’s: The first Messiah will be the suffering Messiah – He would suffer for 
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the sins of His people Israel, and is the fulfillment of prophecies such as Isaiah 53 and Zechariah 9: 9. He is 
known in their literature as Messiah the son of Joseph, since his suffering is compared to that of Jacob’s son, 
Joseph, who suffered at the hands of his brothers, but afterwards forgave them. The second Messiah will be 
called, Messiah son of David: He is the Messiah who will fulfill all the prophecies of the kingly Messiah and 
bring victory over all the oppressors of Israel. 
 
While rabbinic tradition was not recorded until the second century CE, we may still assume that it reflects 
Jewish thought of the first century CE, during which Yahshua lived. Could this have been Yochanan’s 
question in wanting to know: ‘Are you Messiah, son of Joseph as well as Messiah, son of David? Or, should 
we expect another one to come and rule?  This seems to be the most likely answer, since Yochanan already 
identified Yahshua in John 1: 29, in this way: “Behold, the Lamb of Elohim who takes away the sin of the 
world!”  It also seems probable if we consider the way in which Yahshua answered Yochanan’s question in 
Matthew 11: 4 - 5, where Yahshua said to them: “Go and report to John what you hear and see: (5) the 
BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are 
raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.”  We read Yahshua’s words, yet, 
somehow we fail to fully understand their intended meaning. Yahshua’s reply to Yochanan was in fact quotes 
from prophecies by Isaiah about Him as we read from Isaiah 61: 1, as follows: ‘The Spirit of YHVH Elohim is 
upon me, because YHVH has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and freedom to prisoners.’  Yahshua was 
actually speaking of the passages in Isaiah concerning the coming of the Kingdom of Elohim and Yochanan 
was quite familiar with these prophecies; the second part of what He said came from Isaiah 35: 3, 5 & 6, in 
this way: ‘Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. (5) Then the eyes of the blind will be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. (6) Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the dumb will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the 
Arabah.’’ 
 
This would certainly have been very welcome and comforting news to Yochanan, as he sat in the darkness of 
his prison cell, and these would certainly have been the things that Yochanan would have expected the 
Messiah, son of David to do.  So we see that the answer that Yahshua send Yochanan confirmed His dual 
roles.  Yahshua’s final words to Yochanan, knowing that he would not be released from prison and would 
meet his end there, encourage him to hold on to his faith by adding the words in Matthew 11: 6, saying:  “And 
blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.”  Yahshua, sensing that the crowd and future pastors, 
might think that Yochanan was in doubt about Him, speaks of His confidence in Yochanan as He continues in 
Matthew 11: 7, saying: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  
Even though many false teachers assume that Yochanan was in two minds about who Messiah is, Yahshua 
assured the crowd that Yochanan’s faith will not fail and that he will not succumb to Herod’s pressure, 
because Yochanan was indeed the one chosen by Elohim to prepare the way for Messiah. We Read 
accordingly from verses 8 – 10 of Matthew 11, “But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in king’s palaces. (9) But why did you go out? To 
see a prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. (10) This is the one about 
whom it is written, ‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO WILL PREPARE 
YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’” 
 
Yahshua continued in verse 11 of Matthew 11, saying: ‘Truly, I say to you, among those born of women 
there has not arisen anyone greater than Yochanan the Immerser; yet he who is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he.’  Even though Yahshua said that there is no human being greater that 
Yochanan, He turned His statement around by adding the words: ‘yet he who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.’  Does this mean that Yochanan will really be least in the kingdom of heaven? I 
do not believe so, as Yahshua’s words simply reflect the nature of the coming Kingdom of Elohim. Yahshua’s 
concern was always with the least, the poor in spirit, the broken hearted, and the meek – for they will be great 
in the Kingdom of Elohim. The first will be last and the last will be first, and even though Yochanan is the 
greatest of all human beings, Yahshua simply said that greatness in the Kingdom of Elohim will not be 
measured by human standards. It is as we read about our calling from first Corinthians 1: 26 – 29 in this way: 
‘For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble; (27) but Elohim has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, 
and Elohim has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, (28) and 
the base things of the world and the despised, Elohim has chosen, the things that are not, that He 
might nullify the things that are,  (29)  that no man should boast before Elohim.’  We see here that 
Yochanan had his question answered, but we have also been given an example of the recurring theme taught 
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by Yahshua, namely: ‘To be great in the kingdom of Elohim, we must humble ourselves in this life, even to 
becoming like little children in obedience to their parents.’ 
 
Like little children, we should not be double-minded. Yaa’cov‘s first concern about double-mindedness was in 
the area of prayer, as we read from James 1: 5 - 8, as follows: ‘But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
of Elohim, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him, (6) But 
let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and 
tossed by the wind. (7) For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from YHVH, (8) being a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.’  If we pray asking YHVH to heal us with doubt in our minds, 
we will definitely not be healed!  But if we ask knowing that He will heal us, healing will start immediately. 
What Yaa’cov is teaching here is in agreement with what we read from Hebrews 11: 6, in this way: ‘And 
without faith it is impossible to please Him (Elohim), for he who comes to Elohim must believe that He 
is (or exists), and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.’  Even so, we also need to be ever mindful 
what we ask of Elohim, as Yaa’cov warned in James 4: 3, saying: ‘You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.’  
 
Yaa’cov’s second concern about double-mindedness entails what we do with the information that we read and 
hear from the Scriptures, as we read from James 1: 22 – 25, as follows: ‘But prove yourselves doers of the 
word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. (23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; (24) for once he has looked at 
himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. (25) But one who 
looks intently at the perfect law (Torah), the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a 
forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.’  How do you react to 
the things you read in the Scriptures?  Do you try and find ways to avoid areas that you consider difficult to 
accept, or do you study the Scriptures with the view to get to know Elohim and to become more obedient. 
Other than with Christianity, we should go beyond feeling good, we should actually strive to do good, as 
Yaa’cov wrote in James 1: 26 & 27, saying: ‘If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not 
bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless. (27) This is pure and 
undefiled religion in the sight of our Elohim and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, 
and to keep oneself unstained by the world.’ 
 
In James 2: 1 – 7, Yaa’cov deals with double-mindedness in the treatment we meet out to fellow believers. He 
asks if we treat all our brethren the same; or do we treat those with an abundance of wealth and goods better 
than those who are poor.  In verses 8 - 10 of James 2, Yaa’cov wrote: ‘If, however, you are fulfilling the 
royal law, according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are 
doing well. (9) But if you show partiality you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. (10) For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become 
guilty of all.”’ This is totally contrary to what Churchianity would like us to believe, as we read from verses 14 
& 20 - 26, as follows: ‘What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can 
that faith save him? (20) But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works 
is useless? (21) Was not Abraham our Father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on 
the altar? (22) You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 
perfected; (23) and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED ELOHIM, AND 
IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of Elohim. (24) You 
see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone. (25) And in the same way was not Rahab 
the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another 
way? (26) For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.’  
 
Presently the Christian Churches are running empty – so much so that their ministers are sending out 
pamphlets inviting people to attend their services. They also send out young ministers and students to visit 
Seventh Day Adventist and similar other groups, to try and get them to stop keeping the Sabbath and join 
their Sunday fellowship.  It seems that they go specifically for religious groups that are more devoted or 
‘religious’ – as they believe that such people will make more dedicated church attendees than those 
‘Christians’ who rarely attend services.  Every Sabbath after services, my wife and I go for a short walk to take 
a breather before lunch. Last Sabbath, we no sooner got out of the gate of our complex, when we were 
accosted by a young Christian teacher, looking for a Seventh Day Adventist in our area.  Somehow he started 
questioning us to try and determine what we believe. I told him that we are Nazarene Jews; meaning that we 
are fully Jewish, but also believe in Yahshua the Messiah. With Bible in hand, he immediately went to battle, 
telling us that if we believe in Messiah, we should let go of our Jewish ideas of Law keeping. For one thing we 
should not follow the Jewish Sabbath any longer, as Rav Shaul (or Paul as this man called him) taught 
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against all things Jewish.  My wife and I listen to his story for about five minutes, and left him standing on the 
sidewalk with his anti-Jewish viewpoint - The reason for mentioning this incident is that these people are 
going all out to get devoted new members, to grow their ever shrinking membership and keep their coffers full 
– so we need to be careful out there.  It is as Yahshua warned in Matthew 10: 17 & 18, saying: “But beware 
of men; for they will deliver you up to the courts, and scourge you in their synagogues; (18) and you 
shall even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as  a testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles.”   
 
Yahshua prophesied about His return in Matthew 7: 21 – 23, when many of those who say they believe in 
Him, will be disappointed because of lawlessness, saying: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Master, 
Master,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father which is in heaven. 
(22) Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Master, Master, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ (23) And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’” The point is that 
if we serve YHVH, He wants us to do what is pleasing to Him, not what seems right to us.  
 
With the Scriptures as our navigation system, we should know exactly where we are going. We may say that 
we believe in Yahshua, but need to remember that YHVH only listens to those who obey Him fully, as 
recorded in 1 John 3: 22, like this: ‘And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.’  It is as we read from Proverbs 28: 9, 
’He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, even his prayer is an abomination.’  Let’s 
therefore determine to serve YHVH our Elohim whole heartedly, without any doubt. Amein! 
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Chapter 27: Two Messiahs. 
 

Ancient Rabbinic Literature spoke about two Messiah’s that was to come; the first being the suffering Messiah 

who would suffer for the sins of His people Israel in fulfillment of Scriptural prophecies in Isaiah 53 and 

Zechariah 9: 9. In fact Zechariah 9: 9 & 10 are about both Messiah’s first and second advents, as follows: 

‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is 

coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey. (10) I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem; 

and the bow of war will be cut off. And He will speak peace to the nations; and His dominion will be 

from sea to sea, and from the River (Euphrates) to the ends of the earth.’ Messiah is accordingly known 

in Rabbinic Literature as Messiah Ben (the son of) Joseph, because his suffering is compared to that of 

Jacob’s son, Joseph, who suffered at the hands of his brothers, but afterwards forgave them. The second 

Messiah is known as Messiah Ben David: He is the Messiah who will fulfill all the prophecies of the kingly 

Messiah and bring victory over all the oppressors of Israel.  

Messiah the son of Joseph is also referred to in some accounts as Messiah the son of Ephraim after Joseph’s 

son Ephraim and is in fact the suffering servant often mentioned in ancient rabbinical literature. The reason 

for calling the Messiah the son of Joseph is not hard to understand, as Joseph’s life was one of an innocent 

sufferer who was initially betrayed by his own people, only to gain their acceptance later upon their second 

visit to Egypt, as recorded in Genesis 45: 1 – 7 & 15, in this way: ‘Then Joseph could not control himself 

before all those who stood by him, and he cried, “Have everyone go out from me.” So there was no 

man with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. (2) And he wept so loudly that the 

Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard of it. (3) Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I 

am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at 

his presence. (4) Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came 

closer. And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. (5) And now do not be 

grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for Elohim sent me before you to 

preserve life. (6) For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in 

which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. (7) And Elohim sent me before you to preserve for 

you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.” (15) And he (Joseph) kissed 

all his brothers and wept on them, and afterwards his brothers talked with him.’  We see from the book 

of John that when Messiah, who was the Word of Elohim, before YHVH specially prepared a body for Him, to 

become our kinsmen redeemer as the Son of Man (born in human flesh as a Jew), to redeem the property the 

house of Israel lost in the Promised Land because of Idolatry and to bring a remnant of the lost ten tribes back 

to the covenant both houses made with the Father at Mount Sinai, as was also prophesied about Him in 

Isaiah 49: 6, as follows: ‘He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My servant to raise up the 

tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel (during His first advent); I will also make You 

a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth (during His second 

advent).”’    

Because Messiah did not come for the Jews at His first coming, even though He came to His own people, 

they did not receive Him (as recorded in John 1: 11). But, before we become our usual critical selves and 

verbalize falsehoods about the Jews, let’s understand for once that it was all in accordance with Elohim’s plan 

of salvation for all mankind, as attested by Rav Shaul in first Corinthians 2: 1 – 8, saying: ‘And when I came 

to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the 

testimony of Elohim. (2) For I determined to know nothing among you except Yahshua Messiah, and 

Him crucified. (3) I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, (4) and my message 

and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power, (5) so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of Elohim
30

(6) Yet 

                                                           
30

 Rav Shaul reveals the wisdom and power of Elohim In first Corinthians 1: 18 – 31, and especially verses 22 – 24, 
saying: ‘For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Messiah crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the 
power of Elohim and the wisdom of Elohim.’ 
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we speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers 

of this age, who are passing away; (7) but we speak Elohim’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden 

wisdom which Elohim predestined before the ages of glory; (8) the wisdom which none of the rulers 

of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Master of 

glory.’  If the authorities in Messiah’s time knew who He truly was, they would not have killed Him, and as a 

result He our Creator would not have died for our trespasses, leaving us in our sins. Do you now understand 

that our Jewish Brothers were blinded to Messiah’s identity whilst He was on earth, for our benefit?    

When Josephs brothers came to Egypt the second time, Joseph saved the future nation of Israel when he 

was recognized for who he was, namely the king’s second in command in Egypt, but unbelievably also their 

brother. Similarly, when Messiah became the Son of Man, He also became (YHVH)’s second in charge, but 

also our kinsmen redeemer. Messiah Ben Joseph, like Joseph came the first time to bring us back to the faith 

of our fathers in the faith, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but also to Brother Judah. Obviously Joseph’s brothers 

were quite shocked to see that the brother they had sold into slavery, and which they thought must have died 

by then, was Elohim’s agent for their salvation. In fact Joseph himself later told his brothers in Genesis 50: 20 

& 21, saying: ‘“And as for you, you meant evil against me, but Elohim meant it for good in order to 

bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. (21) So therefore, do not be afraid; I 

will provide for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.’  If we 

compare the life of Joseph with that of Yahshua our Messiah, we see that it in fact parallels the life of 

Yahshua.   

Yahshua’s life perfectly matches the very detail of Joseph’s prophetic foreshadowing of Messiah. Considering 

their lives, we notice that Joseph was sold as a slave by his brothers for twenty shekels of silver, as recorded 

in Genesis 37: 28, in this way: ‘Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted 

Joseph out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought 

Joseph into Egypt.’  Yahshua understood and explained to His disciples exactly how He will die  in Luke 18: 

31 – 33, saying: “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which are written through the 

prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. (32) For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, 

and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, (33) and after they scourged Him, they will kill Him; 

and the third day He will rise again.”  We read from Matthew 27: 3 – 10, that Yahshua was betrayed for the 

price of a slave, namely thirty shekels of silver and handed to the Romans, just as Joseph was handed to the 

Ishmaelites, as follows: ‘Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, 

he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, (4) saying, “I 

have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself?” (5) 

And he threw the pieces of silver into the sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged 

himself. (6) And the chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put them into 

the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.” (7) And they counseled together and with the 

money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. (8) For this reason that field has been 

called the Field of Blood to this day. (9) Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet 

was fulfilled, saying, “AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE 

WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the sons of Israel; (10)  AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE 

POTTERS’ FIELD, AS YHVH DIRECTED ME.”  It was the Sadducees who encouraged Judas to ensure 

Yahshua’s arrest in Matthew 26. The Sadducee priestly court was a puppet of the Roman Empire and met to 

rule on a capital case of Yahshua at night (as per John 18: 12 – 24), which was in fact illegal according to 

Torah Law. They met on the eve of Pesach, a major Jewish holy day, which would not have been the case of 

a Torah court. The Sadducees are also the ones who had Messiah’s disciples arrested as recorded in Acts 5: 

17, as follows: ‘But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the 

Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy.’ Since the title Messiah means ‘anointed king’, a 

Messianic king was a political reality in the minds of the Romans and it was the kingship issue for which 

Yahshua was finally convicted by the Roman collaborating court comprising completely of Sadducees. 

Even so, Yahshua was perceived by many as an unimportant person who met with misfortune resulting in His 

death, as His own people conspired against Him as is recorded in John 19: 15, in this way: ‘They therefore 
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cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 

King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”’  Yahshua was betrayed to the 

Romans by a few corrupt Sadducee priests representing the Jewish people, while even a number of Gentiles 

have since become aware of His sovereignty.  In the same way Joseph was considered to be unimportant 

and dead by his own family as recorded in Genesis 42: 36, as follows: ‘And their father Jacob said to them, 

“You have bereaved me of my children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and you would 

take Benjamin; all these things are against me.”’ Joseph’s coat of many colors, dipped in the blood of a 

goat, symbolized his death. Prior to His impalement, Yahshua’s clothes were stripped from Him and as a 

result of His beatings before His trial, were soaked in blood. Joseph’s brothers really believed that he died 

when they said in Genesis 44: 20, “And we said to my lord, ‘We have an old father and a little child of 

his old age. Now his brother is dead, so he alone is left of his mother, and his father loves him.’”   

Joseph was made second in charge by Pharaoh in Egypt and the Egyptians (Gentiles) enjoyed his reign as 

we read from Genesis 41: 39 – 43, as follows: ‘So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since Elohim has informed 

you of all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as you are. (40) You shall be over my house, 

and according to your command all my people shall do homage; only in the throne I will be greater 

than you.” (41) And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” (42) Then 

Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand, and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in 

garments of fine linen, and put the gold necklace around his neck. (43) And he had him ride in his 

second chariot; and they proclaimed before him, “Bow the knee!” And he set him over all the land of 

Egypt.’ At Yahshua’s first coming He was a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to His people, but the 

ancient prophets predicted that He will save His people (the united Israel) from their adversaries and the rest 

of the inhabitants of the world from self-destruction, as is recorded amongst other in Ezekiel 38: 19 – 23, in 

this way: “And in My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that day there will surely be a great 

earthquake in the land of Israel. (20) And the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of 

the field, all the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the 

earth will shake at My presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the steep pathways will 

collapse, and every wall will fall to the ground. (21) And I shall call for a sword against him on all My 

mountains,” declares YHVH Elohim. “Every man’s sword will be against his brother. (22) And with 

pestilence and with blood I shall enter into judgment with him; and I shall rain on him and on his 

troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a torrential rain, with hailstones, fire, and 

brimstone. (23) And I shall magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, and make Myself known in the sight of 

many nations; and they will know that I am YHVH.” The prophet Daniel wrote about Yahshua the Messiah 

in Daniel 7: 13 & 14, saying: “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 

Him. (14) And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the peoples, nations, and men 

of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass 

away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.” 

Prior to keeping the Passover and His subsequent impalement, Yahshua said to the religious leaders in 

Matthew 23: 34 – 39, “Therefore, behold I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some 

of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and 

persecute from city to city, (35) that upon you may fall guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, 

from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered 

between the temple and the altar. (36) Truly I say to you, all these things shall come upon this 

generation. (37) O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her 

wings, and you were unwilling. (38) Behold, your house is being left to you desolate! (39) For I say to 

you, from now on you shall not see Me until you say, ‘BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF 

YHVH!’” What Yahshua foretold in verse 39 will occur very soon now, in a graphically portrayed family 

reunion predicted in the book of Zechariah 12: 9 - 15, five centuries before the birth of Messiah, in this way: 

“And it will come about in that day that I will set about to destroy all the nations that come against 

Jerusalem. (10) And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
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Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will 

mourn for Him as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter 

weeping over a first-born. (11) In that day there will be great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning 

of Hadadrimmon in the plain of Megiddo. (12) And the land will mourn, every family by itself; the 

family of the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of 

Nathan by itself, and their wives by themselves; (13) the family of the house of Levi by itself, and their 

wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by themselves; (14) all the 

families that remain, every family by itself, and their wives by themselves.” The sorrow and the 

unprecedented repentance that will follow, when they see Yahshua’s hands and realize that they and indeed 

all of us were responsible for the death of the King of kings and the Master of masters, will have no precedent 

in our history. All of us will tangibly experience divine rescue out of hopeless despair at that time, but as we 

read from verse 7 of Zechariah 12, “YHVH also will save the tents of Judah first in order that the glory of 

the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be magnified above Judah.”  

The Jews do not know the identity of the true Messiah at this time, but will get to meet Him when He returns 

one day on Yom Teruah (or Rosh Hashanah), to find those who are still keeping Elohim’s Feast Days in their 

synagogues. YHVH is blinding their minds at present, to allow a remnant of the lost ten tribes, who used to 

believe that they were Gentiles, plus a number of real Gentiles to return to the covenant relationship which 

they entered into at Mount Sinai. Once the required number of returnees have been fulfilled, those from the 

house of Judah will realize who He is for the first time, but this will also be the time when all Israel (both 

houses) will be saved as is recorded in Romans 11: 25 – 27.  Brother Judah will not only be introduced to 

Yahshua our Messiah and Savior, but will also meet us from the lost ten tribes, face to face.  So just as 

Joseph’s brothers did not realize who he was until they visited him a ‘second time’, so will Judah get to know 

Yahshua at His second coming. We see from Genesis 45: 1, that when Joseph’s brothers met him, they were 

terrified as he cried, but then accepted him, as follows: ‘Then Joseph could not control himself before all 

those who stood by him, and he cried, “Have everyone go out from me.”  So there was no man with 

him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers.’ Yahshua will return to Israel to save them from 

destruction by the armies of Gog and Magog, as prophesied by Ezekiel, just as Joseph saved his family from 

destruction by a world-wide famine. At that time Yahshua will be known as Messiah the son of David.  He will 

have fulfilled His role of saving the world from total annihilation by nuclear war, as their mighty King and 

Savior, just as David was. Yahshua suffered rejection by His own brothers, whilst He was recognized by 

those who were not a nation any longer – those who lost their identity, their language and religion, and think 

that they are Gentiles. Joseph similarly was rejected by his own, only to be received as a ruler in Egypt.  

Pharaoh made Joseph a ruler only second to him in Egypt, and called him by a new name, as we read from 

Genesis 41: 45, in this way: ‘Then Pharaoh named Joseph Zaphenath-paneah; and he gave him 

Asenath, the daughter of Potiphira priest of On, as his wife. And Joseph went forth over the land of 

Egypt.’  Pharaoh called Joseph Zaphenath-paneah’ which had a double meaning (one in Hebrew meaning 

’revealer of secrets’ and the other in Egyptian meaning ‘G-d speaks; he lives’), because of Joseph’s (Elohim 

given) ability to interpret dreams. Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams also convinced Pharaoh to allow Him to 

plant and store food during the next seven years of abundance, which saved the Egyptians and others, 

including Joseph’s family during the following seven years of famine. Amos the prophet prophesied about 

another world-wide famine soon to occur in this world, as we read from Amos 8: 11 & 12, as follows: 

“Behold, days are coming,” declares YHVH Elohim, “When I will send a famine on the land, not a 

famine for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of YHVH. (12) And people will 

stagger from sea to sea, and from the north to the east; they will go to and fro to seek the word of 

YHVH, but they will not find it.”  We also see from verse 14 of Amos 8, that the false religion of the 

Northern Ten Tribes will also not be able to save them at that time, in this way: “As for those who swear by 

the guilt of Samaria (the house of Israel who used to live in Samaria), who say, ‘As your god lives, O 

Dan,’ and, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives,’ they will fall and not rise again.”  The reference to Samaria 

and Dan here, reminds us about Jeroboam, when he ruled over Israel and built two golden calves for the 

Nation of Israel to worship; one in Dan and the other in Bethel.  Jeroboam led the kingdom of Israel into 

idolatry and as a result they were dispersed throughout the world and are today referred to as the lost ten 
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tribes of Israel. But we see that during the time of the famine of the word of Elohim, their false religion will not 

provide sustenance to true believers, either. 

Since the six day war of 1973, when the nation of Israel in the middle-east was attacked by the Arab nations 

around them on Yom Kippur, a number of Jews (mainly from the tribe of Benjamin) miraculously started 

believing in Yahshua as the true Messiah, but the majority of Jews will only do so when He returns one day. 

Today the Rabbis and laymen in Judah do not like to be told about the belief in the two Messiah’s in ancient 

rabbinical literature, but this is about to change in the near future and some of us will be alive to witness it. At 

this time Judah is fully aware of their past sins, as well as all their sufferings as a result thereof and are 

presently keeping the Law because it is in their documentation and since YHVH has written their sins on their 

hearts; they obey Torah because of fear of persecution, as we read from Jeremiah 17: 1, as follows: ‘The sin 

of Judah is written down with an iron stylus; with a diamond point it is engraved upon the tablet of 

their heart, and on the horns of their altars.’ When Yahshua returns, YHVH will enter into a new marriage 

covenant with both the house of Judah and the house of Israel as witnessed in Jeremiah 31: 31- 33, in this 

way: “ Behold, days are coming,” declares YHVH, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah, (32) not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the 

day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, 

although I was a husband to them,” declares YHVH. (33) “But this is the covenant which I will make 

with the house of Israel after those day,” declares YHVH, “I will put My law within them, and on their 

heart I will write it; and I will be their Elohim, and they shall be My people.”’ YHVH will only write the 

Torah on the hearts of the house of Israel, showing clearly that the house of Judah remained Torah observant 

since their return from Babylon about 2,500 years ago. But we also see that eventually, after observing the 

positive example set by the united nation of Israel during the beginning days of the millennium, all nations will 

eventually start following Elohim’s way, as witnessed in Isaiah 2: 2 – 4, as follows: ‘Now it will come about 

that in the last days, the mountain (government) of the house of YHVH will be established as the chief 

of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it.  (3) And many 

peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go to the mountain of YHVH, to the house of the Elohim of 

Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and that we may walk in His paths.” (4) And He will 

judge between the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their 

swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against 

nation, and never again will they learn war. 

Today Yahshua might be referred to as the ‘G-d of the Gentiles’, but at His second coming, everything will 
change.  Yahshua will return to save His people from their adversaries; He will then fulfill His role of the King 
of Israel and indeed the whole world.  Similar to the way in which Joseph ruled and saved Egypt from famine, 
Yahshua will fulfill His role as ruler of the world, who will save us from self-annihilation; that is when our 
Jewish Brothers will like Thomas see His pierced hands and exclaim: “My Master and My Elohim!”  Once 
the Jews accept Yahshua as their Messiah, the dead in Messiah will be resurrected, as Rav Shaul wrote in 
Romans 11: 15, saying: ‘For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead?’ Halleluyah. 
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Chapter 28: What happens in Jericho does not stay in Jericho. 
 

The city of Jericho was the first city in the Promised Land that Elohim instructed the Israelites to capture. After 
spending a period of forty years wandering in the wilderness, where the rebellious first generation Israelites 
died, YHVH told Moses to anoint Joshua as the leader in his place, before Moses died, as we read from 
Deuteronomy 34: 4 - 6, in this way: ‘Then YHVH said to him, “This is the land which I swore to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but 
you shall not go over there.” (5) So Moses the servant of YHVH died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of YHVH. (6) And He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, opposite 
Beth-peor; but no man knows his burial place to this day.’  
 
We see that when those who carried the ark came to cross the Jordan river, as their feet touched the water 
the water stopped flowing and the nation crossed the Jordan on dry ground as recorded in Joshua 3: 14 – 17, 
as follows: ‘So it came about when the people set out from their tents to cross the Jordan with the 
priests carrying the ark of the covenant before the people, (15) and when those who carried the ark 
came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark were dipped in the edge of the water 
(for the Jordan overflows all its banks all the days of harvest), (16) that the waters which were flowing 
down from above stood and rose up in a heap, a great distance away at Adam, the city that is beside 
Zarethan; and those which were flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 
completely cut off. So the people crossed opposite Jericho. (17) And the priests who carried the ark 
of the covenant of YHVH stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed 
on dry ground, until all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan.’ At that time YHVH spoke to 
Joshua, as we read from Joshua 4: 23 & 24, saying: “For YHVH your Elohim dried up the waters of the 
Jordan before you until you had crossed, just as YHVH your Elohim had done to the Red Sea, which 
He dried up before us until we had crossed; (24) that all the peoples of the earth may know that the 
hand of YHVH is mighty, so that you may fear YHVH your Elohim for-ever.”   
 
After crossing the Jordan YHVH told Joshua to have all the male Israelites circumcised, as the previous 
generation did not obey even in the small command involving circumcision after leaving Egypt 40 year before. 
At this point YHVH ensured that before the nation inherited the land promised to Abraham, they had to 
perform their part in the covenant made with Abraham in Genesis 17: 9 – 11, as follows: ‘Elohim said further 
to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep Me covenant, you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations. (Which essentially includes even us, the remnant of the lost ten tribes, as well 
as those mentioned in Galatians 3: 26 – 29, who are Abraham’s offspring through faith in Messiah Yahshua 
and therefore also heirs, according to the promise.) (10) This is My covenant, which you shall keep, 
between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised. 
(11) And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be the sign of the 
covenant between Me and you.”’ After the children of Israel were circumcised YHVH said to Joshua in 
verse 9 of Joshua 5, ‘“Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” So the name of the 
place is called Gilgal to this day.’ The Israelites celebrated the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth 
day of the month of Aviv in the desert plains opposite Jericho and started keeping the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread on the fifteenth day of Aviv. After performing the wave sheaf offering at the beginning of the 16

th
 of Aviv 

in the evening after the First Day of Unleavened Bread, the manna did not appear the next morning.  
 
The Israelites entered the Promised Land, promised to Abraham more than 430 years earlier. As the 
Israelites started eating unleavened bread made from the produce of the land, Joshua went closer to Jericho 
to see what it looked like from close range. Suddenly there was a man standing opposite him with his sword 
drawn, and Joshua said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?”  We read the man’s response to 
Joshua’s question from verses 14 & 15 of Joshua 5, as follows; ‘And he said, “No, rather I indeed come 
now as the captain of the host of YHVH.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, 
and said to him, “What has my lord to say to his servant?” (15) And the captain of (YHVH)’s host said 
to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy (set-
apart).” And Joshua did so.’  Joshua realized that he was actually speaking to the visible image of Elohim 
who later came to the world as Yahshua the Messiah and listened carefully to Him giving instructions how to 
capture Jericho, as recorded in verses 1 – 5 of Joshua 6, in this way: ‘Now Jericho was tightly shut 
because of the sons of Israel; no one went out and no one came in. (2) And YHVH said to Joshua, 
“See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and the valiant warriors. (3) And you shall 
march around the city, all the men of war circling the city once. You shall do so for six days. (4) Also 
seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark: then on the seventh day you 
shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. (5) And it shall be 
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that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all 
the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people will 
go up every man straight ahead,”’ 
 
Joshua told the people to do exactly as he was instructed by YHVH and the next day the priests carrying the 
seven ram’s horns went before the armed men, with the rear guard following behind the ark, while they 
continued blowing the ram’s horns. They did so for six days and on the seventh day they marched around the 
city seven times; on the seventh time when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua told the people to shout, as 
YHVH has given the city in their hand. He also told them that everything found in the city belongs to YHVH 
and that they were not allowed to take anything for themselves. Only Rahab the harlot and her household 
were to be kept alive, as she hid the messengers whom Israel sent to spy out the city. All the silver, gold, 
bronze and iron articles belonged to YHVH and shall go into the treasury. Whilst the inhabitants of Jericho 
might have thought that the Israelites had no chance to overthrow their city, suddenly upon the overwhelming 
sound of the trumpets and the shouting the city walls came tumbling down. The Israelites utterly destroyed 
the city after its walls collapsed outwards and fell down flat; all the people and animals in the city were killed, 
except for Rahab and her family as the two spies promised her, and they lived in the midst of Israel from that 
day forward.    
 
Elohim warned the people not to take any of the spoils of the city for themselves, because He considered the 
city and its people to be impure. The question is why did YHVH not want the people to take any of the spoils 
of Jericho?  We read from Leviticus 18: 24 – 28, why YHVH regarded the city of Jericho and its people to be 
defiled, in this way: “Do not defile yourselves by any of these things; for by all these the nations which I 
am casting out before you have become defiled. (25) For the land has become defiled, therefore I have 
visited its punishment upon it, so the land has spewed out its inhabitants. (26) But as for you, you are 
to keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not do any of these abominations, neither the native, 
nor the alien who sojourns among you  (27) (for the men of the land who have been before you have 
done all these abominations, and the land has become defiled); (28) so that the land may not spew 
you out, should you defile it, as it has spewed out the nation which has been before you.” The 
inhabitants of the land of Canaan were hopelessly corrupt and YHVH did not want the Israelites to partake of 
their defiled belongings. In addition the Israelites had only a short time ago consecrated themselves to YHVH; 
the men were circumcised and all partook of the Passover and they had only just completed removing leaven 
from their midst.  
 
Many people regard these judgments of YHVH upon the ancient idolatrous nations as too harsh, but we know 
that by destroying them at that time, He was actually showing them mercy. In the day of judgment after 
Yahshua our Messiah’s millennium reign on earth, these and other ignorant idolaters will be resurrected and 
be given an opportunity to learn about Elohim’s way to happiness and peace, as explained in previous 
sermons and as may be understood by reading such verses as Matthew 12: 41 & 42

31
, Isaiah 25: 7 – 9

32
; 

Revelation 20: 11 – 12
33

; Luke 24: 45
34

; Psalms 22: 26 – 29
35

; and Isaiah 65: 17 – 20.
36

 The Israelites had 

                                                           
31

 Matthew 12: 41 & 42, “The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the judgment, and shall 
condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 
The Queen of the South shall rise up with this generation at the judgment and shall condemn it, because she 
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is 
here.” 
32

 Isaiah 25: 7 – 9, ‘And on this mountain He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil 
which is stretched over all nations. He will swallow up death for all time, and YHVH Elohim will wipe tears away 
from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; for YHVH has spoken. And it will 
be said in that day, “Behold, this is our Elohim for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is YHVH for 
whom we have waited; let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.” 
33

 Revelation 20: 11 & 12, ‘And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it from whose presence earth and 
heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were 
judged from the things written in the books (of the Scriptures), according to their deeds.’ 
34

 Luke 24: 45, ‘Then He (Yahshua) opened their (his disciples’) minds to understand the Scriptures.’  
35

 Psalm 22: 26 – 29, ‘The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will praise YHVH. Let your heart 
live forever! All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to YHVH, and all the families of the nations will 
worship before Thee. For the kingdom is (YHVH)’s, and He rules over the nations. All the prosperous of the earth 
will eat and worship, all those who go down to the dust will bow before Him, even he who cannot (or did not) keep 
his soul alive.’ 
36

 Isaiah 65: 17- 20: “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem for 



Sundry sermons III Page 138 
 

already been warned by Joshua not to take any of the proceeds of any kind from Jericho, only the gold, silver 
and bronze was to go into Elohim’s treasury, after they were later purified by fire. After removing these metals 
from Jericho, the Israelites set fire to Jericho. We read from verses 26 & 27 of Joshua 6, ‘Then Joshua made 
them take an oath at that time, saying, “Cursed before YHVH is the man who rises up and builds 
(rebuilds) this city Jericho; with the loss of his first-born he shall lay its foundation, and with the loss 
of his youngest son he shall set up its gates.” (27) So YHVH was with Joshua, and his fame was in all 
the land.’ We read further from 1 Kings 16: 34, that many years later when an Israelite tried to rebuilt this city, 
this prophecy was fulfilled, in this way: ‘In his days (king Ahab’s) Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho; he laid its 
foundations with the loss of Abiram his first-born, and set up its gates with the loss of his youngest 
son Segub, according to the word of YHVH, which He spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.’ 
 
The next city that Joshua wanted to overcome was Ai, which was only about twelve miles from Jericho. We 
see from verses 2 & 3 of Joshua 7 that he also sent spies to spy out the city of Ai, as follows: ‘Now Joshua 
sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Bethaven east of Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy 
out the land.”  So the men went up and spied out Ai. (3) And they returned to Joshua and said to him, 
“Do not  let all the people go up; only about two or three thousand men need go up to Ai; do not make 
all the people toil up there, for they are few.”  Joshua concluded that it would not be necessary to send 
more than three thousand men to concur this city, but they fled from the men of Ai and the men of Ai struck 
thirty six of the Israelites down and further pursued them and struck them down, so that the hearts of the 
Israelites melted.  Joshua could not understand what happened and he and the elders of Israel put dust on 
their heads. Joshua also immediately spoke to Elohim, to try and find out what went wrong, as we read from 
Joshua 7: 7 – 9, saying: “Alas, O YHVH Elohim, why didst Thou ever bring this people over the Jordan, 
only to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? If only we had been willing to dwell 
beyond the Jordan! (8) O YHVH, what can I say since Israel has turned their back before their 
enemies? (9) For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and they will 
surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And what wilt thou do for Thy great name?” 
 
We see from verses 10 & 11 of Joshua 7, how YHVH tells Joshua what went wrong, in this way: ‘So YHVH 
said to Joshua, “Rise up! Why is it that you have fallen on your face? (11) Israel has sinned, and they 
have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. And they have even taken some of 
the things under the ban and have both stolen and deceived. More-over, they have also put them 
among their own things.”  YHVH also told Joshua that He will not be with him any longer, unless the nation 
consecrate themselves and remove the items under the ban from their midst, The next morning Joshua with 
Elohim’s help determined who the guilty party was who took some of the banned items from Jericho, as we 
read from verse 19 – 21 of Joshua 7, ‘Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I implore you, give glory to 
YHVH, the Elohim of Israel, and give praise to Him; and tell me now what you have done, Do not hide 
it from me.” (20) So Achan answered Joshua and said, “Truly, I have sinned against YHVH, the Elohim 
of Israel, and this is what I did: (21) when I saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from Shinar and 
two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight, then I coveted them and took 
them; and behold, they are concealed in the earth inside my tent with the silver underneath it.” Joshua 
immediately sent messengers to see if Achan spoke the truth, and upon finding the banned items that he took 
from Jericho, Joshua had Achan stoned. After Achan was stoned to death Elohim’s favor returned and the 
Israelites continued to conquer the Promised Land. 
 
There are two lessons for us to learn from the account of Achan; the first being that we cannot hide anything 
from Elohim, as He is an all knowing Elohim, as also witnessed by David  in Psalm 139: 7 - 12, in this way: 
‘Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? (8) If I ascend to heaven 
Thou art there; if I make my bed in Sheol (the earth or a grave), behold, Thou art there. (9) If I take the 
wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, (10) even there Thy hand will lead me, and 
Thy right hand will lay hold of me. (11) If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light 
around me will be night,” (12) even the darkness is not dark to Thee, and the night is as bright as the 
day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee.’  The second lesson that we should learn from this section in 
the Scriptures, is that in this case Jericho symbolized the secret appeal of the wickedness in the world. We 
are sometimes tempted to sneak a quick look at the lust of the eyes; the pride of life and the lust of the flesh 
available in the world, similar to the way Satan tricked Eve into eating from the tree of the knowledge of good 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   
rejoicing, and her people for gladness. I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in My people; and there will no 
longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying. No longer will there be in it an infant who 
lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one 
hundred and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred shall be thought accursed.” 
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and evil in Genesis 3: 6, as follows: ‘When the woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust of the 
flesh), and that it was a delight to the eyes (lust of the eyes), and that it was desirable to make one wise 
(pride of life), she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.’  
 
As the remnant of the lost ten tribes, called out of the world and its ways by YHVH, we must not allow the 
temptations in the world to draw us back to where we come from, as we are also warned in 1 John 2: 15 – 17, 
in this was: ‘Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. (16) For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 
and boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. (17) And the world is passing 
away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of Elohim abides forever.’  It is important to 
understand that when we come out of Egypt (which is a symbol of sin), after having been circumcised in the 
heart (immersion) and the flesh (male believers only); and we partook of the Passover, which symbolizes the 
time when we accepted Yahshua our Messiah as our personal Passover, for our indebtedness to the law due 
to our past sins; we should avoid going back to our old ways. If we succeed to overcome Satan, the world and 
our own human nature, we will enter the Promised Land or more specifically in our case, the Kingdom of 
Elohim. HalleluYah! 
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Chapter 29: Gate of heaven. 
 

After Isaac blessed Jacob, who by deception received his father’s blessing which rightfully belonged to his 
first-born son Esau, he was sent to the city of Haran where his mother’s family lived, because he feared for 
his life. Haran was the city from which Abraham came many years before, in obedience to YHVH, as may be 
read from Genesis 12: 4. Other than his brother Esau who was an outdoor person, Jacob was a homely type 
who has up to that time remained very much in and around his parent’s tent. Jacob was a small country boy 
and his journey to a city like Haran was a major adventure in his life. 
 
The people who lived beyond the Euphrates River, all served pagan gods as may be read from Joshua 24: 2, 
in this way: ‘And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says YHVH, the Elohim of Israel, ‘From ancient 
times your fathers lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of 
Nahor, and they served other gods.’” It is clear here, that Elohim’s calling of Abraham out to Himself was a 
call out of idolatry, similar to the way that He called us out of society today. We see further from Genesis 31: 
30 - 34 that Laban, Rebekah’s father was also an idol worshipper, as follows: “And now you have indeed 
gone away because you longed greatly for your father’s house; but why did you steal my gods? (31) 
Then Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I said, ‘Lest you would take your 
daughters from me by force.’ (32) The one with whom you find your gods shall not live; in the 
presence of our kinsmen point out what is yours among my belongings and take it for yourself.” For 
Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them.  (33) So Laban went into Jacob’s tent, and into 
Leah’s tent, and into the tent of the two maids, but he did not find them. Then he went out of Leah’s 
tent and entered Rachel’s tent. (34) Now Rachel had taken the household idols and put them in the 
camel’s saddle, and she sat on them. And Laban felt through all the tent, but did not find them.’” 
 
The city of Haran was a major trade center in Mesopotamia between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. These 
rivers flowed past the great cities of the ancient civilization, including Babylon and Ur, from where Abraham 
journeyed out. Most of these ancient cities had pagan temples and huge towers, known as ziggurats similar to 
the tower of Babel mentioned in Genesis 11: 4 & 5.  Like with the tower of Babel, these towers served as 
stairways or ‘gates to heaven’. The custom of erecting towers or steeples next to or as part of the churches 
Christians build as places of worship, is still in use today as may be seen in most cities and towns in Christian 
countries. Because Jacob was about to be immersed into an entirely pagan society, YHVH did not want him 
to be totally unprepared, so He planned a meeting with Jacob on his way to Haran. At the end of the second 
day of his long journey to Haran, Jacob arrived at a certain place and decided to spend the night there. He 
took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head and went to sleep. We read further from Genesis 
28: 12 – 15, ‘And he had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to 
heaven; and behold, the angels of Elohim were ascending and descending on it. (13) And behold, 
YHVH stood above it and said, “I am YHVH the Elohim of your father Abraham and the Elohim of 
Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. (14) Your descendants 
shall also be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread out to the west and to the east and to the 
north and to the south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. (Note that the word blessed here comes from the Hebrew word ‘Nivrachu’ which has the meaning of 
blessed, but can also mean mixed.) (15) And behold, I am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, 
and will bring you back to the land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.”’ Here YHVH repeats to Jacob, the same promise that He made to Isaac his father and Abraham his 
grandfather, before.  
 
The question at this time is: who or what did Jacob see here, even if it was only in a dream? We know from 
verses like Exodus 33: 20

37
 and first Timothy 6: 16

38
 that no man has ever seen Elohim, yet Jacob saw 

someone referred to in the Scriptures as YHVH, the Elohim of Abraham and Isaac. In Rabbinic Literature they 
refer to the Being that spoke to Jacob as ‘Metatron’. The word Metatron is another term for the word ‘Memra’, 
which is the Hebrew equivalent of the Greek ‘logos’, or the Word of Elohim in English. For example, according 
to the Tanach the speaker in Exodus 20: 1 is YHVH, but according to the Jerusalem Targum, the Word of 
YHVH was the giver of the Mosaic Covenant. This is the YHVH that Rabbi Idith identifies in the Talmud as 
‘Metatron.’ Therefore ‘Metatron’ is also the Word of YHVH. Even so, according to the Zohar (Amsterdam Ed. 
Vol 2 Ex. P.51), the primary text of Rabbinic Kabbalah, the term ’Metatron’, points to the keeper of Israel from 
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 Exodus 33: 20, ‘But He (YHVH) said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!”’ 
38

 1 Timothy 6: 16, ‘Who (talking about Elohim) alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; 
whom no man has seen or can see, To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amein.’  
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Psalm 121: 4 & 5 “Behold, He who keeps Israel Will neither slumber nor sleep. (5) YHVH is your 
keeper; YHVH is your shade on your right hand.” In other words, ‘Metatron’, the keeper of Israel is YHVH.  
 
The Being whom Jacob saw in his dream in Genesis 28: 13 and more specifically wrestled with in Genesis 
32: 22 – 30, was the Word of Elohim, as follows: ‘Now he arose that same night and took his two wives 
and his two maids and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of Jabbok. (23) And he took them and 
sent them across the stream. And he sent across whatever he had. (24) Then Jacob was left alone, 
and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. (25) And when he saw that he had not prevailed against 
him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he 
wrestled with him. (26) Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let 
you go unless you bless me.” (27) So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” (28) 
And he said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with Elohim and 
with men and have prevailed.” (29) Then Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your name.” But 
he said, “What is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him there. (30) So Jacob named the place 
Peniel, for he said, “I have seen Elohim face to face, yet my life has been preserved.”’ We are given 
more details regarding this account in Hosea 12: 3 – 5, in this way: ‘In the womb he took his brother by the 
heel, And in his maturity he contended with Elohim. (4) Yes, he wrestled with the angel and prevailed; 
He wept and sought His favor. He found Him at Bethel, And there He spoke with us, (5) Even YHVH, 
the Elohim of hosts; YHVH is His name.’ Yes, Jacob actually wrestled with the Word of Elohim who later 
came in the flesh and dwelt among us, namely Yahshua (as witnessed in John 1: 1 – 3 & 14.)  It is as 
Yahshua the Messiah said to Philip in John 14: 9: “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not 
come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, ‘Show us the 
Father?’” 
 
Yahshua the Messiah referred to His appearance to Jacob in Genesis 28 and in John 1: 50 & 51, where He 
spoke to Nathanael for the first time, saying: “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do 
you believe? You shall see greater things than these.” (51) And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, you shall see the heavens opened, and the angels of Elohim ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.” Yahshua was telling Nathanael that he will also see what Jacob saw; in fact He was telling him 
about a time in the future when all true believers will see Him coming out of heaven, at His return, as we read 
from Matthew 24: 29 - 31, in this way: “But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN 
WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from 
the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken, (30) and then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN 
COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. (31) And He will send forth His 
angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of the sky to the other.”  
 
A second witness of the account is given in Revelation 19: 11 – 16, as follows: ‘And I saw heaven opened; 
and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness 
He judges and wages war. (12) And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; 
and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself. (13) And He is clothed with 
a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of Elohim. (14) And the armies which are in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. (15) And from His 
mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod 
of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of Elohim, the Almighty. (16) And on His robe 
and on His thigh (or more correctly His banner) He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND MASTER 
OF MASTERS.”’  The titles mentioned here identifies Yahshua as Elohim; especially if we compare this 
Scripture with first Timothy 6: 15 and verse 16 (quoted before), where it refers to Elohim as ‘the King of 
kings and Master of masters; who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; 
whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amein.’  Jacob’s dream 
was a prophecy about Yahshua’s eventual return from heaven to rule the world from Jerusalem. In fact the 
promise YHVH made to Jacob (and his father and grandfather) about the land of Israel, substantiates what 
He told Nathanael. But the question is: Did Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ever receive the Promised Land in 
their lifetimes? We read from Hebrews 11: 8 – 10 & 39, ‘By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by 
going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where 
he was going. (9) By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise;  (10) for he was looking for the city 
which has foundations, whose architect and builder is Elohim. (39) And all these, having gained 
approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised.’  But, when will they receive what was 
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promised?  Yes, you’ve guessed correctly; Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as well as all the other faithful 
believers, including those of us who will make it into the Kingdom of Elohim, will only receive this promise 
when Yahshua returns, as we read from verse 40 of Hebrews 11, in this way: ‘Because Elohim had 
provided something better for us, so that apart from us they (our fathers in the faith) should not be 
made perfect.’ 
 
The universal applications of Jacob’s dream as promised in Genesis 28: 14, i.e. ‘and in your descendants 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed’, is a repetition of the promises to Abraham and Isaac. But, it 
must be understood that YHVH made a twofold promise to Abram in Genesis 12: 2 & 3, saying: ‘And I will 
make you a great nation (a promise of race), And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so 
you shall be a blessing; (3) And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will 
curse, And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed (a promise of grace or unmerited pardon).’  
This promise was repeated in Genesis 22: 18, as follows: “And in your seed all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed, because you obeyed My voice.” It is at this juncture where Christianity becomes 
spiritually blind. Even though, they understand the promise of spiritual salvation through Messiah (the one 
they call J*e*s*u*s*), they do not understand that even though YHVH promised Abraham spiritual salvation, 
He also promised that his descendants will become a multitude of nations. As a result they incorrectly 
assumed that faithful believers are promised eternal life in heaven after death. However, the promise of ‘a 
great nation’ refers to race and not only to the one ‘seed’ spoken about in Galatians 3: 16, in this way: ‘Now 
the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring 
to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is Messiah.’ Yes, Yahshua the ‘Son’ of Elohim, but 
He was also a descendant of Abraham. He became our Passover lamb, but will also come and rule the world 
from Jerusalem for a thousand years.   
 
If we truly understand the promises given to Abraham in Genesis 17: 1 – 5, we will understand that Elohim 
intended for Israel to become a multitude of nations, as follows: ‘Now when Abram was ninety-nine years 
old. YHVH appeared to Abram and said to Him, “I am Elohim Almighty; Walk before Me, and be 
blameless. (2) And I will establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will multiply you 
exceedingly.” (3) And Abram fell on his face, and Elohim talked to him, saying, (4) “As for Me, behold, 
My covenant is with you, And you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. (5) No longer shall your 
name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I will make you the father of a multitude 
of nations.” But, we need to understand that this promise was conditional upon Abraham’s obedience and 
blameless living. At this point the ‘great nation’ mentioned before, becomes a ‘multitude of nations’ and can 
definitely not refer to a single seed, namely Messiah only. We read accordingly from verse 6 of Genesis 17, 
“And I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come forth 
from you.”  Abraham’s offspring was to become many nations with a number of kings ruling over them. 
Continuing in verses 7 and 8 of Genesis 17, YHVH said: “And I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to 
be an Elohim to you and to your descendants after you. (8) And I will give to you and to your 
descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their Elohim.”  It is important to notice that the land is promised to numerous 
descendants of whom YHVH is ‘their’ and not ‘his’ Elohim. The future of all the important nations of the world 
depended on the promises that Elohim made to Abraham. But, the hope of life after death for anyone, 
regardless of their race, depends upon the spiritual promise made to Abraham; the promise of mercy and 
favor through Messiah, the ‘one seed’ of Abraham.  
 
Today, the children of Abraham have truly become a multitude of nations, but most of them have lost their 
identity because they started following the pagan ways of the nations amongst whom they were scattered. 
They forgot the commandments of Elohim and He no longer considers them, to be His people. They have 
also forgotten the name of Elohim and even though some know that the Messiah died for their sins, they have 
also forgotten His real name. In addition, they do not know that they are Israelites any longer, who are 
supposed to keep the Torah commands of Elohim as an example to the nations in the world. They have 
exchanged the Sabbath for Sunday and keep pagan feast days, such as Xmas and Easter instead of Elohim’s 
Feast Days, and have consequently forgotten Elohim’s plan of salvation for all mankind. It is through such 
deception that Satan keeps these Israelites from knowing their ultimate potential of becoming sons of Elohim 
in His everlasting Kingdom on earth. After King Solomon died, the original nation of Israel ruled by King David 
was split in two forming two nations known as Judah and Israel, because of their idolatrous ways.  Later the 
nation of Israel (consisting of ten tribes) were invaded by the Assyrians and taken into exile. Over many years 
they migrated northwest into Europe and eventually lost their identity, culture and language. People 
throughout the world, but mainly those in the Western world would be amazed if they knew that they are part 
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of the lost ten tribes of the Scriptural nation of Israel. Only a few today are aware of this important fact and 
because many believe that they are nothing but Gentiles, they are blinded to a great deal of what is written in 
the Scriptures about specifically the nations of Israel and Judah.  
 
Returning to Genesis 28: 15, we understand the reason why Jacob was given the vision of the stairway to 
heaven in his dream, in this way: ‘And behold, I am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, and 
will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”  
We see from verses 16 & 17 how Jacob reacted to what happened to Him, as follows; ‘Then Jacob awoke 
from his sleep and said, “Surely YHVH is in this place, and I did not know it.” (17) And he was afraid 
and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of Elohim, and this is the 
gate of heaven.” Jacob understood the point of Elohim’s visitation to be, that the gate of heaven was right 
there where he was, and not in the ziggurats of Mesopotamia where he was traveling to. So when Jacob 
arose the next morning, he took the stone upon which he rested his head that night and turned it upright, 
anointing it with oil. This was in accordance with an ancient custom of the desert people, to set up standing 
stones for worship. But why did Jacob do this? Abraham and Isaac never did so after Elohim visited them. But 
Jacob had an extraordinary experience and like the nations around him, he marked the place with a memorial 
stone. But, as we know, memorials are for dead things and not for things that are alive. The reason being; 
that he did not yet experience a living relationship with Elohim; and despite the positive aspects about the 
stone upon which Jacob slept that night and anointed the next morning, (which I) mentioned previously in 
Torah portion Vayetze

39
 (Genesis 28: 10 – 32: 4), there are also negative connotations to this stone.  

 
However, at this point Jacob was willing to negotiate with Elohim, as we read from verses 20 – 22 of Genesis 
28, in this way: “If Elohim will be with me and will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me 
food to eat and garments to wear, (21) and I return to my father’s house in safety, then YHVH will be 
my Elohim. (22) And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be Elohim’s house; and of all that 
Thou dost give me I will surely give a tenth to Thee.” Over many years during Jacob’s live Elohim kept His 
promises to him. When Jacob ultimately returned to the land after his adventures in Haran, Elohim again 
reminded him of His promise in Genesis 35: 1, as follows: ‘Then Elohim said to Jacob, “Arise go up to 
Bethel, and live there; and make an altar there to Elohim, who appeared to you when you fled from 
your brother Esau.” Notice that Elohim did not say anything about a standing stone instead he wanted an 
altar – meaning an ongoing relationship (of worship) with Jacob.  We also notice from Jacob’s response that 
he kept his part of the negotiation he made with YHVH earlier; first he took all the foreign gods of those with 
him and his family and buried them in the ground as recorded in verses 2 & 4 of Genesis 35. Then in verse 7, 
he went to Bethel and built an altar to Elohim, after which Elohim appeared to him and blessed him, as we 
read from verses 10 – 12, in this way: ‘And Elohim said to him, “Your name is Jacob; You shall no 
longer be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” Thus He called him Israel. (11) Elohim also 
said to him, “I am Elohim Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation (Judah) and a company of 
nations (Israel) shall come from you, and kings shall come from you. (12) And the land which I gave to 
Abraham and Isaac, I will give to you, and I will give the land to your descendants after you.” Even 
though Jacob became a believer in Elohim, he was still expressing his believe in Elohim in pagan ways and 
again set up a standing stone and anointed it with oil  as we see from verse 14. This was not only a problem 
in ancient times, as most of us who come from other religions, initially also came to Elohim with pagan ideas 
of how to worship Him in our minds. But YHVH is dealing with each one of us on a personal basis. 
 
We read from verse 15 of Genesis 35, that Jacob called the place where Elohim had spoken to him, Bethel, 
meaning ‘the house of Elohim’. However, we are basically told by YHVH in Isaiah 66: 1 & 2 that we need not 
build a house for Him, as follows: ‘Thus says YHVH, “Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool, 
where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? (2) For My hand 
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 That according to Irish History a strong colony of the tribe of Dan arrived by ship in Ireland before 700 B.C.E. Later in 
the days of King David, a colony of the line of Zarah arrived in Ireland from the East and during the year 569 B.C.E, an 
elderly, patriarch referred to by the Irish as a ‘saint’ came to Ireland; it is believed that this was none other than Jeremiah. 
With him came the princess daughter of an eastern king, with a Hebrew name Tea-Tephi as well as a scribe named 
Shimon Baruch. This royal party included the king of Ireland who was in Jerusalem at the time of the siege. He got to 
know Tea-Tephi and married her shortly after the fall of Jerusalem in 585 B.C.E. Jeremiah brought an ark, a harp and this 
stone called ‘Lia-fail’ or the ‘stone of destiny’, with him to Ireland. A strange coincidence is that many kings in the history of 
Ireland, Scotland and England have been crowned sitting over this stone, including Queen Elizabeth II.  This very stone 
used to be kept in Westminster Abbey in London, and the coronation chair built over it has the inscription ‘Jacob’s Pillar 
Stone’ (Genesis 28: 18) on it. The stone was moved to Edinburgh Castle on 30 November 1996, the 700

th
 Anniversary of 

its removal from Scotland. The stone came to Ireland with Jeremiah, where after it was taken to Scotland. In 1296 it was 
taken to England as the coronation stone for England. 
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made all these things, thus all these things came into being,” declares YHVH. “But to this one will I 
look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”  In addition we know 
that the place where Jacob set up this stone later became one of the two pagan centers of worship set up by 
Jeroboam the King who ruled the house of Israel, after Solomon’s death. Bethel is where Jeroboam set up a 
golden calf with a second in Dan. He also changed Israel’s Feast of Tabernacles to a month later than that  of 
Elohim, kept by the house of Judah in the seventh month. Fortunately Jacob eventually got the point and in 
his old age before leaving the Promised Land to go to Egypt, he stopped at Bethel, but did not set up a 
standing stone again – since at that time His relationship with Elohim was alive, as was also testified by 
Yahshua in Matthew 22: 31 & 32, as follows: “But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not 
read that which was spoken to you by Elohim, saying, (32) ‘I AM THE ELOHIM OF ABRAHAM, AND 
THE ELOHIM OF ISAAC, AND THE ELOHIM OF JACOB’? He is not the Elohim of the dead but the 
living.” Our Fathers in the faith are as good as being alive, as they will definitely be in the first resurrection.  
In Egypt before Jacob died he blessed his children, and in his blessing he spoke a three-fold blessing 
reflecting the depth of his experience and faith in Elohim, as we read from Genesis 48: 15 & 16, in this way: 
‘And he blessed Joseph, and said, “The Elohim before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, 
the Elohim who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, (16) The angel who has redeemed me 
from all evil (meaning Yahshua), Bless the lads; and may my name (Israel) live on in them, and the 
names of my father Abraham and Isaac; and may they grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”  
 
By now we need to realize that we do not have to work out how to worship YHVH our Elohim, since He has 
told us how to worship Him in His word, also known as the Scriptures. We need only study the Scriptures to 
determine what He requires of us; He especially gave us a living example to follow namely Yahshua our 
Messiah. We need not be concerned with the gate to heaven, as Yahshua is the only one who went to 
heaven and will one day return from there to come and rule us right here on earth, as He also said in John 3: 
13, as follows: “And no one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven, even the 
Son of Man.”. If we diligently follow Yahshua’s perfect example, we will one day be resurrected or changed 
into the first-born spiritual children of Elohim.  Think about it!  
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Chapter 30: The Scriptures. 
 

The King James and subsequent versions of the Bible, or the Scriptures as we prefer to call it, was 
specifically written for use in Christian Churches. A strange thing about the Bible is that most Christians 
believe that a large part of it has been rendered obsolete by Yahshua the Messiah, the one they know as 
J*e*s*u*s* C*h*r*i*s*t*. It is most unfortunate that they are ignoring much of what Elohim is teaching His 
people, by rejecting what they refer to as the ‘Old Testament’. In fact they believe that the so-called ‘New 
Testament’ is all that matters for their salvation. 
 
But, is this belief correct? Did YHVH the Elohim of Israel and indeed of all those who follow His way of life, 
provided us with two separate books; one for Jews and the other one for Christians? For the answer to these 
questions, we need to turn to the Scriptures itself. To start with, we need to consider the words ‘Old and New 
Testaments’. The problem of these phrases are illustrated in the following example; If I tell you that I have two 
cars; one is my old car and the second one my new car. Most people immediately picture the two cars in their 
mind’s eye; the one being used or worn out, and the second one brand spanking new, ready to replace the 
old one. This is regrettably also the view that many have regarding their Bibles. The question is: Is this 
unfortunate view supported by the Scriptures?  In fact both the King James Version and the New American 
Standard Bible speaks specifically about these two partitions and have the following to say in Hebrews 8: 7 – 
10 (KJV), ‘For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 
second. (8) For finding fault with them (i.e. the Israelites to whom the Torah was given at Mount Sinai, not 
the Torah itself), he saith, “Behold, the days come, saith YHVH, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: (9) Not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because 
they continued not in my covenant and I regard them not, saith YHVH. (Yes, the first covenant was 
written on tablets of stone and sheep skin and was not part of their everyday way of life) (10) For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith YHVH: I will put my laws 
(existing laws not new ones) into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them an 
Elohim, and they shall be to me a people.”’  Rav Shaul was actually quoting Jeremiah 31: 31 – 33 here; so 
we see that in both sections of the Scriptures, the misinterpreted phrase ‘testament’ was in fact referred to as 
covenant. 
 
Even though many assume that the first five books of the Scriptures are obsolete, these very books are 
quoted more than 240 times and referred to numerous times in the Renewed Covenant. The question is: 
What did Yahshua our Messiah, who was supposed to have done away with the Torah, have to say about it? 
If Yahshua wanted to communicate the impression that the Tanach was obsolete, he would have done so 
during His three and a half year ministry on earth, but, instead we read from John 5: 45 - 47, Yahshua saying 
to the Jews: ‘Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, 
in whom you have set your hope. (46) For if you believed Moses you would believe Me; for he wrote of 
Me. (47) But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” So, even though 
Yahshua said this to the Jews of His day, it also applies to us, and unless we believe in what Moses wrote, 
we will not believe what Yahshua taught. This is perhaps why many Messianic and Nazarene Jews/Israelites 
do not accept the Oneness of Elohim. 
  
However, there are those who insist that the Torah became obsolete after Yahshua’s death and resurrection. 
To see if this was in fact so, let us turn to Luke 24, where the events after Yahshua’s resurrection is described 
in detail: In verses 13 – 24 we read how Yahshua met two of those who used to follow Him, and walked with 
them. They did not recognize Yahshua at that time and started telling about the events leading up to their 
master’s death, burial and finally how His body disappeared from His grave. We read Yahshua’s response to 
them in verses 25 & 26 of Luke 24, as follows: “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken! (26) Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and to enter 
into His glory?” Continuing in verse 27, we read: ‘And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, 
He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.’  Yahshua showed these two 
followers that everything written about Him in the Tanach had happened exactly as prophesied, thus 
validating the Torah (Law), the Prophets (Nevim) and the Writings (Kituvim). We also need to be mindful of 
the fact that the Scriptures did not include the Renewed Covenant at that time, as it was only written after 
Yahshua’s ascension to heaven. 
  
A little later Yahshua appeared to His 11 disciples as witnessed in verse 36 – 49 of Luke 24, in this way: ‘And 
while they were telling these things, He himself stood in their midst. (37) But they were startled and 
frightened and though that they were seeing a spirit. (38) And He said to them, “Why are you troubled, 
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and why do doubts arise in your hearts? (39) See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me 
and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” (40) And when He had said 
this, He showed them His hands and His feet. (41) And while they still could not believe it for joy and 
were marveling, He said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” (42) And they gave Him a piece of 
a broiled fish; (43) and He took it and ate it before them. (44) Now He said to them, “These are My 
words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the 
Law of Moses and that the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” (45) Then He opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures, (46) and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; (47) and that repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. (48) You are 
witnesses of these things. (49) And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; 
but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Yahshua opened the 
disciple’s minds to understand the Scriptures only after His resurrection. 
 
Next let us see what Rav Shaul, who wrote a large percentage of the Renewed Covenant had to say about 
the Tanach. Rav Shaul’s view of the Tanach is made clear in a letter that he wrote to a younger teacher in the 
ecclesia in 2 Timothy 3: 14 - 17, as follows: ‘You however, continue in the things you have learned and 
become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them; (15) and that from childhood you 
have known the sacred writings (meaning the Tanach, as at the time when he wrote this around 66 BCE, 
there was no Renewed Covenant yet) which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Messiah Yahshua. (16) All Scripture is inspired by Elohim and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction (of those who stray), for training in righteousness; (17) that the 
man of Elohim may be adequate, equipped for every good work.’ Rav Shaul also said that these 
Scriptures were also able to give Timothy wisdom that could lead to his salvation through faith in Messiah. 
 
What did Rav Shaul mean by that? He simply told Timothy and also those of us, who read these Scriptures 
today, that the salvation of YHVH was also available in the Tanach. For example we know that our father 
Abraham obeyed Elohim’s Torah as is recorded in Genesis 26: 5, in this way: “because Abraham obeyed 
Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My laws.”  Abraham like us also believed 
in the resurrection of the dead and the coming kingdom of Elohim and ultimately the new Jerusalem, when 
YHVH will come down to tabernacle with us (as described in Revelation 21), as witnessed in Hebrews 11: 9 & 
10, as follows: ‘By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; (10) for he was looking for the city 
which has foundations, whose architect and builder is Elohim.’  Abraham also believed in Yahshua, as 
Yahshua Himself witnessed to the Jews in John 8: 56, in this way:  “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
My day, and he saw it and was glad.”  But we also know that despite this Abraham and the other fathers in 
the faith have not received what was promised yet, as we read from Hebrews 11: 39 & 40, as follows: ‘And 
all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, (40) because 
Elohim had provided something better for us, so that apart from us (the first fruits called during this age) 
they should not be made perfect.’ 
 
We know that King David also obeyed Torah, believed in the resurrection of the dead as well as in Yahshua 
the Messiah. He wrote about Yahshua’s death; His return to rule the nations and the resurrection of the dead 
in especially Psalm 22 and 110. Even Job obeyed the Torah, and believed in both Yahshua and the 
resurrection of the dead, as we read from Job 14: 14, where he asked: “If a man dies, will he live again? All 
the days of my struggle I will wait, until my change comes.”  Job further wrote in Job 19: 25 – 27, saying: 
“And as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His stand on earth. (26) 
Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see Elohim; (27) Whom I myself shall 
behold, and whom my eyes shall see and not another. My heart faints within me.” The book of Job was 
written before the Torah was given on Mount Sinai, so how could he be Torah observant? We read from Job 
1: 8 where YHVH talks to Satan saying about Job: “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no 
one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing (or revering) Elohim and turning away 
from evil.” So we see that Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Job and others received salvation the 
same way we do today. Yahshua our Messiah did not only die for those who lived since his death; He died for 
all who ever lived, prior to and after His life and death on earth about 2000 years ago. 
 
Rav Shaul quoted the books of Moses more than any Renewed Covenant writer ever did. We read another 
example where almost at the end of Rav Shaul’s ministry, whilst awaiting trial in Acts 28: 23 & 24,  ‘And 
when they had set a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was 
explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of Elohim, and trying to persuade them 
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concerning Yahshua, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening. 
(24) And some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe.’ Even so, 
Rav Shaul was not the only apostle who viewed the Tanach as still being important to believers in Yahshua. 
  
We turn to some of the statements made by Rav Kepha (Peter) in his letters, to see his views about the 
Tanach. In his last letter in 2 Peter 1: 15 - 21, written just prior to his death, Rav Kepha wrote: ‘And I will also 
be diligent that at any time after my departure you may be able to call these things to mind. (16) For 
we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Master Yahshua Messiah, but we were eye witnesses of His majesty. (17) For when He received honor 
and glory from Elohim the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, 
“This is My beloved Son with whom I am well pleased”— (18) and we ourselves heard this utterance 
made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. (This was when Yahshua was 
transfigured before three of His disciples.) (19) And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to 
which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star arises in your hearts. (20) But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a 
matter of one’s own interpretation, (21) for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but 
men moved by the Set-apart Spirit spoke from Elohim.’  Again, ‘what prophecy’ and ‘what Scripture’ is 
Rav Kepha talking about here? It is clear from the context that he was talking about the prophecies about 
Yahshua Messiah. He confirms that these prophecies were spot on and that these Prophets in the Tanach 
were under inspiration of Elohim’s Set-apart Spirit. 
 
We know that Yahshua’s view of the Scriptures remained the same throughout His three and a half year 
Ministry. We read the account immediately after Yahshua’s immersion, just prior to the start of His Ministry in 
Matthew 4: 1 – 4, as follows: ‘Then Yahshua was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. (2) And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. (3) And 
the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, command that these stones become 
bread,” (4) But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT 
ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF ELOHIM.’” We see that Yahshua’s 
response to Satan was, quoting from Deuteronomy 8: 3.  Even though Satan continued tempting Yahshua, 
He responded every time by quoting from Torah (Deuteronomy 6: 16; 6: 13 and 10: 20). Defeated, the devil 
left Yahshua and angels came and minister to Him. Soon after Yahshua’s temptation, He delivered His first 
teaching, as we read from Matthew 5: 1 & 2, in this way: ‘And when he saw the multitudes, He went up on 
the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. (2) And He opened His mouth He 
began to teach them.’  As I mentioned in a previous sermon, it was in this sermon that Yahshua magnified 
the law, as was prophesied in Isaiah 42: 21: This is where Yahshua said in verse 17 – 20 of Matthew 5, “Do 
not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill (or to 
make it more binding, as may be understood by reading from verse 21 to the end of the chapter). (18) For 
truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away 
from the Law, until all is accomplished. (19) Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) For I say to you, that 
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven (another name for the kingdom of Elohim).” 
 
Even after reading these words in a copy of the Scriptures, there are people who believe that Yahshua came 
to abolish the strict laws of His Father. They believe that in saying that Yahshua came to fulfill the law, it was 
not necessary to keep Torah after His death. We know that Yahshua fulfilled many prophecies given in the 
Tanach. He fulfilled the Torah, in that He showed us how to keep it with a Spiritual intent, in the remainder of 
His teaching in Matthew 5. We see that in answering the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 15, He also 
quoted from the Torah, in verses 1 – 9, in this way: ‘Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Yahshua 
from Jerusalem, saying, (2) “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do 
not wash their hands when they eat bread.” (3) And he answered and said to them, “And why do you 
yourselves transgress the commandment of Elohim for the sake of your tradition? (4) For Elohim said 
(in Exodus 20: 5 and 21: 17), ‘HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER,’ and, ‘HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF 
FATHER OR MOTHER, LET HIM BE PUT TO DEATH.’ (5) But you say, ‘Whoever shall say to his father 
or mother, “Any thing of mine you might have been helped by has been given to Elohim,” (6) he is not 
to honor his father or his mother.’ And thus you invalidated the word of Elohim for the sake of your 
tradition. (7) You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, (8) “THIS PEOPLE HONORS 
ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME, (9) BUT IN VAIN DO THEY 
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN,’”  
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After reading the words of Yahshua our Messiah as well as that of both Rav Kepha and Rav Shaul, we may 
only conclude, that the Tanach is the inspired word of YHVH our Elohim and that it will always be applicable 
to His people. In fact it teaches us that YHVH is our Creator; He loves us deeply and has given us His 
commandments for our own good. The first four books of the Renewed Covenant is about the birth, life, death 
and resurrection of Yahshua our Messiah.  He is our perfect example of how we should walk in the way of 
Elohim. The so-called four gospels are definitely part and parcel of the Scriptures, but so is the rest of the 
Renewed Covenant, including the writings of Rav Shaul, despite the fact that some refuse to believe the 
same. This is confirmed by none other than Rav Kepha, the disciple much loved by Yahshua, as we read 
from 2 Peter 3; 14 – 16, as follows: ‘Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be 
found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, (15) and regard the patience of our Master to be 
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Shaul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,  
(16) as also is all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to  
their own destruction.’ Enough said!  
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Chapter 31: How important are Elohim’s Feast Days to Him? 
 

When YHVH brought Israel out of Egypt, He intended for them to be a model nation to the rest of the nations 
around them, as He told them through Moses His servant in Deuteronomy 4: 1 – 8, in this way: “And now, O 
Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, in order that you 
may live and go in and take possession of the land which YHVH, the Elohim of your fathers, is giving 
you. (2) You shall not add to the word which I commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may 
keep the commandments of YHVH your Elohim which I command you. (3) Your eyes have seen what 
YHVH has done in the case of Baal-peor, for all the men who followed Baal-peor, YHVH has destroyed 
them from among you. (4) But you who held fast to YHVH your Elohim are alive today, every one of 
you. (5) See I have taught you statutes and judgments just as YHVH my Elohim commanded me, that 
you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it.  (6) So keep and do them, for that 
is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes 
and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ (7) For what great nation is 
there that has a god so near to it as is YHVH our Elohim whenever we call on Him? (8) Or what great 
nation is there that has Statues and judgment as righteous as this whole law which I am setting 
before you today?” Our forefathers were supposed to be an example to the nations around them; to show 
these nations that Elohim’s way of life produces abundant blessings. 
  
We know that the ancient Israelites failed YHVH and as a result of their unbelief, were not allowed to enter the 
land that YHVH promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as we are reminded in Hebrews 3; 16 – 19, as 
follows: ‘For who provoked Him (YHVH) when they had heard? Indeed did not all those who came out 
of Egypt led by Moses? (17) And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who 
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? (18) And to whom did He swear that they should not 
enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? (19) And so we see that they were not able to enter 
because of unbelief.’ Similar to our forefathers YHVH is calling us out of our previous lives of sin (or our 
personal Egypt) to start following Him and to be an example to the rest of the people in the world. His purpose 
with us is similar to what it was for our ancient forefathers; ultimately He wants those whom He calls at this 
time to be first- fruits to qualify to enter the coming Kingdom of Elohim as kings and priests under Yahshua.  
We read accordingly from James 1: 17 & 18, in this way:  ‘Every good thing bestowed and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting 
shadow. (18) In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, 
as it were, the first-fruits among His creatures.’ 
 
Even though some believe that YHVH failed to make our ancient forefathers into an example for the rest of 
the world; in their failing Him, they became examples of what not to do, to us their modern day descendants, 
as is recorded in 1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 11, in this way: ‘For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that 
our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; (2) and all were immersed into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; (3) and all ate the same spiritual food; (4) and all drank the same 
spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and that rock was 
Messiah. (5) Nevertheless, with most of them Elohim was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in 
the wilderness. (6) Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil 
things as they also craved. (7) And do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, “THE 
PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY.” (8) Nor let us act immorally, as 
some of them did, and twenty three thousand fell in one day. (9) Nor let us try YHVH, as some of them 
did, and were destroyed by serpents. (10) Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 
the destroyer. (11) Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our 
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.’  It is therefore important for those of us called 
at this time, to keep studying the Torah year after year, until Yahshua returns to rule the world from 
Jerusalem, as it will remind us not to follow the bad examples set by our ancient forefathers. 
 
The problems with our forefathers started when Moses ‘delayed’ to come down from Mount Sinai. The 
Israelites were only a few months away from Egypt and the Egyptian way of worship was still fresh in their 
minds; so Aaron and the people decided to merge these Egyptian ways with the instructions they recently 
received from YHVH.  Our forefathers started doing what many in Christianity are doing today; they blend the 
beliefs and practices of different religions of the world into worshipping their G-d. We also see from Exodus 
32: 5, ‘Now when Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it (the golden calf); and Aaron made a 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to YHVH.”’  As we’ve read from the quoted Scriptures 
in 1 Corinthians 10 above, Elohim was definitely not pleased with them, and we see His reaction, when He 
said to Moses in verses 7 & 8 of Exodus 32, “Go down at once, for your people, whom you brought up 



Sundry sermons III Page 150 
 

from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. (8) They have quickly turned aside from the way 
which I commanded them, They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and 
have sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of 
Egypt.’” Those of us called out of the world by Elohim should after a reasonable period of time be familiar 
with what He expects from us. 
  
YHVH expects more from those whom He has redeemed. He has bestowed upon us  the highest honor; He is 
creating in us beings that are higher than angels, to rule the universe under Yahshua, as were read from 
Hebrews 2:  1 – 11, as follows: ‘For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have 
heard, lest we drift away from it. (2) For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense, (3) how shall we escape if we 
neglect so great a salvation? After it was as the first spoken through YHVH, it was confirmed to us by 
those who heard, (4) Elohim also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by 
various miracles and by gifts of the Set-apart Spirit according to His own will. (5) For He did not 
subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking. (6) But one has testified 
somewhere (King David in Psalm 8), saying, “WHAT IS MAN THAT THOU REMEMBEREST HIM? OR 
THE SON OF MAN, THAT THOU ART CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? (7) THOU HAST MADE HIM FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN ANGELS; THOU HAST CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND 
HAST APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; (8) THOU HAST PUT ALL THINGS IN 
SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET.” For in subjecting all things to him (lower case h – meaning mankind), 
He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him. (9) 
But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Yahshua, 
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of Elohim He might 
taste death for everyone. (10) For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are 
all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author (or originator) of their salvation through 
sufferings. (11) For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for 
which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren.’ 
 
Once we have come to understand Elohim’s truth, we are required to obey Him; we also understand that the 
instructions and examples in His Word were written for our benefit and edification, as we read from Romans 
15: 4, in this way: ‘For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that 
through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.’ Those who built 
the golden calf did not fully trust or obey YHVH.  They eventually became afraid to enter the Promised Land 
and Elohim caused them to wander in the wilderness for the next 40 years, until all those who refused to 
follow Elohim’s instructions died. Only after their death did YHVH prepare the next generation to enter the 
Promised Land under the leadership of Joshua the son of Nun. YHVH again warned the next generation of 
Israelites against merging pagan customs into their worship practices, as we read from Deuteronomy 12: 29 – 
32, as follows: “When YHVH your Elohim cuts off before you the nations which you are going in to 
dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, (30) beware that you are not ensnared 
to follow them after they are destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, 
saying, ‘How do these nations serve their gods, that I also may do likewise?’ (31) You shall not 
behave thus towards YHVH your Elohim, for every abominable act which YHVH hates they have done 
for their gods; for they even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods. (32) Whatever I 
command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add nor take away from it.” 
 
We know that even after entering the Promised Land our forefathers failed to heed Elohim’s warnings. But, 
YHVH continued to warn them through His servants the prophets. We read one such warning in Jeremiah 10: 
1 – 5, in this way: ‘Hear the word which YHVH speaks to you, O house of Israel. (2) Thus says YHVH, 
“Do not learn the way of the nations, and do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens although the 
nations are terrified by them; (3) For the customs of the peoples are delusion; because it is wood cut 
from the forest, the work of the hands of a craftsman with a cutting tool. (4) They decorate it with 
silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers so that it will not totter. (5) Like a 
scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, and they cannot speak; they must be carried, because they 
cannot walk! Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, nor can they do any good.” This was a warning 
against pagan practices of worshipping the host of heaven, such as the sun on the 25

th
 of December. But it is 

also a warning about the pagan custom of bringing Xmas trees, colorful lights and mistletoe and the like into 
our homes. YHVH is here again warning against learning the way of the gentiles and teaching the same to 
our children. 
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We read a prophecy about what is going to happen to those called out by YHVH at this time from Jeremiah 
16: 9 to 21, as follows: ‘For thus says YHVH of hosts, the Elohim of Israel: “Behold, I am going to 
eliminate from this place, before your eyes and in your time, the voice of rejoicing and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride. (10) Now it will come about when you tell 
this people all these words that they will say to you, ‘For what reason has YHVH declared all this great 
calamity against us? And what is our iniquity, or what is our sin which we have committed against 
YHVH our Elohim?’ (11) Then you are to say to them, ‘It is because your forefathers have forsaken 
Me,’ declares YHVH, ‘and have followed other gods and served them and bowed down to them; but 
Me they have forsaken and have not kept My law. (12) You too have done evil, even more than your 
forefathers; for behold, you are each one walking according to the stubbornness of his own evil heart, 
without listening to Me. (13) So I will hurl you out of this land into the land which you have not known, 
neither you nor your fathers; and there you will serve other gods day and night, for I shall grant you 
no favor.’ (14) Therefore behold, days are coming,” declares YHVH, ‘When it will no longer be said, 
‘As YHVH lives, who brought up the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ (15) but, ‘As YHVH lives 
who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of the north and from all the countries where He had 
banished them.’ For I will restore them to their own land which I gave to their fathers. (16) Behold, I 
am going to send for many fishermen,” declares YHVH, “and they will fish for them; and afterwards I 
shall send for many hunters, and they will hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and from the 
clefts of the rocks. (17) For my eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is 
their iniquity concealed from My eyes. (18) And I will first doubly repay their iniquity and their sin, 
because they have polluted My land; they have filled My inheritance with carcasses of their detestable 
idols and with their abominations.” (19) O YHVH, my strength and my stronghold, and my refuge in 
the day of distress, to Thee the nations will come from the ends of the earth and say, “Our fathers 
have inherited nothing but falsehood, futility and things of no profit.” (20) Can man make gods for 
himself? Yet they are not gods! (21) Therefore behold, I am going to make them know — this time I 
will make them know My power and My might (i.e. Yahshua); and they shall know that My name is 
YHVH.” 
 
At this time many people assume that the so-called ‘Old Testament’ instructions condemning the inclusion of 
paganism, such as worshipping on Sundays, Xmas and Easter (including forefather worship) in worshipping 
YHVH our Elohim, were done away with during the times of the apostles. But they could not be more wrong!   
We see by reading from 2 Corinthians 6: 14 – 18 & 7: 1,where Rav Shaul was telling these believers that 
pagan customs and practices had no place among the people of Elohim, in this way: ‘Do not be bound 
together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? (15) Or what harmony has Messiah with Belial, or what has a 
believer in common with an unbeliever? (16) Or what agreement has the temple of Elohim with idols? 
For we are the temple of the living Elohim; just as Elohim said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK 
AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR ELOHIM, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. (17) “Therefore, 
COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says YHVH. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS 
UNCLEAN; and I will welcome you. (18) “And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and 
daughters to Me,” says YHVH Almighty. (1) ‘Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness (set-apartness) in the fear of 
Elohim.’  We see that the people from Thessalonica who were called out of paganism, followed Elohim fully, 
as we read from 1 Thessalonians 1: 8 & 9, as follows: ‘For the word of YHVH has sounded forth from you, 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward Elohim has gone forth, so 
that we have no need to say anything. (9) For they themselves report about us what kind of a 
reception we had with you, and how you turned to Elohim from idols to serve a living and true 
Elohim.’ 
 
 Even so, there are those who insist that since we now live under the so-called dispensation of grace, we 
need not be overly concerned about strict adherence to the Torah. But we read from Romans 6: 1 – 6, Rav 
Shaul saying: ‘What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? (2) May it 
never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? (3) Or do you not know that all of us who have 
been immersed into Messiah Yahshua have been immersed into His death? (4) Therefore we have 
been buried with Him through immersion into death, in order that as Messiah was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (5) For if we have 
become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His 
resurrection, (6) knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.’ For those who recall the day of their 
immersion, they will remember that Romans 6: 3 – 8 was part of the ceremony that we use. 



Sundry sermons III Page 152 
 

 
Whereas, we like all Jews follow a cycle of Feast and fast days ordained by YHVH Himself; Christianity and 
their feast days and other customs were never based upon revelation from YHVH. Most of us are aware that 
after king Solomon died, the kingdom of Israel was divided into two separate nations. This is when king 
Jeroboam started ruling the northern 10 tribes. He was responsible to change the date of the Feast of 
Tabernacles from the seventh to the eight month of the Hebrew calendar, as we Read from 1 Kings 12; 28 – 
32, in this way: ‘So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them (his subjects), 
“It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from 
the land of Egypt.” (29) And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. (30) Now this thing 
became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan (in the north of Israel). (31) 
And he made houses (of worship) on high places, and made priests from among all the people who 
were not of the sons of Levi. (32) And Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eight month on the fifteenth 
day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, 
sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places 
which he had made.’ It is because of this idolatry that the ten tribe nation of Israel were later taken captive 
and were eventually dispersed throughout the world. 
  
We, who are called out of the paganism of the world, should be very careful not to condone the feast days 
observed by the religions around us, in any way.  We need to heed the words of our Master and Savior 
Yahshua Messiah in Mark 7: 6 - 8, as follows; ‘And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you 
Hypocrites, as it is written, ‘THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR 
AWAY FROM ME. (7) BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE 
PRECEPTS OF MEN.’ (8) Neglecting the commandment of Elohim, you hold to the tradition of men.’ 
Yes it is true, Yahshua was addressing the Pharisees here, talking specifically about their tradition of washing 
their hands excessively before eating, but this equally applies to the many pagan traditions of Christianity who 
insist that they follow Messiah, the one they refer to as ‘C*h*r*i*s*t*.  Rav Shaul similarly warns believers in 
Colossians 2: 8, saying: ‘See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principle of the world, rather 
than according to Messiah.’ We conclude therefore by reading about the false Babylonian religious systems 
of the world that only leads to confusion and are suitably warned to come out of it in Revelation 18: 4 – 5 in 
this way: ‘And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my people, that you may 
not participate in her sins and that you may not receive of her plagues; (5) for her sins have piled up 
as high as heaven, and Elohim has remembered her iniquities.’ The choice at this time remains ours – if 
we keep the Feast days ordained by Elohim, we are definitely on the right track. 
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Chapter 32: What is in it for me? 
 

Human beings are born selfish and will even from before birth do everything in their power to survive.  We are 
born with a tremendous will to live; a characteristic essential to our survival during the first few months of our 
lives. However, our selfish natures have to be tempered early in life; else we become what are known as 
spoiled brats.  From a very young age and because of our inborn selfish natures we do nothing without 
knowing that there is something in it for us, personally. 
  
When someone tells us to do something, we naturally want to know: What is in it for me? Will I benefit by 
doing what you ask me to do?  A pertinent question at this time is: How does this apply to our spiritual lives? If 
you have young children, you will remember how they often repeat the phrase; ‘life is not fair’. But, even if you 
think your child is unique in saying this, let me assure you that you and most people have been using this 
exact same phrase more than once in your lifetime.  Similarly, most non-believers  who have perchance read 
the first five books of the Scriptures, or realized that Yahshua confirmed and even made the Torah more 
binding in Matthew 5: 17 – 48, think that ‘the way of YHVH is not fair’. This is in fact an age old drawback with 
especially us Israelites, as we read from Ezekiel 33: 17 – 20, in this way:  “Yet your fellow citizens say, 
‘The way of YHVH is not right’, when it is your own way that is not right. (18) When the righteous turns 
from his righteousness and commits iniquity, then he shall die in it. (19) But when the wicked turns 
from his wickedness and practice justice and righteousness, he will live by them. (20) Yet you say, 
‘The way of YHVH is not right.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.”  So 
we see that like today, people never liked to be told what to do, even by our Creator. 
 
Because of our inborn selfishness, most human beings would rather choose to live their lives their own way. It 
is part of who and what we are; it is because of our survival instinct. But it is also because of what happened 
in the Garden of Eden; After YHVH created Adam He took him and put him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate 
and keep it. We read accordingly from Genesis 2: 16 & 17, ‘And YHVH Elohim commanded the man 
saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; (17) but from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.”’  We know that 
despite of this commandment, Adam and Eve induced by the lies and temptation of Satan eventually ate of 
the forbidden tree and was driven from the Garden of Eden.  Since then all humankind have sinned 
(disobeyed YHVH) and fall short of Elohim’s glory. YHVH removed the light or glory {(אור) - transliterated as 
‘ohr’ in Hebrew} with which mankind was clothed in the beginning and dressed them in skin {(עור) – which 
strangely enough, is also transliterated as ‘ohr’ in Hebrew}, thus dooming us to death, as we read from 
Genesis 3: 17 - 19, as follows: ‘Then to Adam He (YHVH) said, “Because you have listened to the voice 
of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat 
from it; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. (18) 
Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field; (19) By the 
sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, because  from it you were taken; 
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
 
 Satan introduced the doctrine that man has an immortal soul to Eve, when he spoke to her in Genesis 3: 4 as 
follows: ‘And the serpent said to the woman, “You surely shall not die!”’  He did this despite of (YHVH)’s 
warning to Adam, saying: ‘in the day that you eat from it you shall die.’  Most people believe that because 
Adam and Eve did not die during the first day after eating of the forbidden fruit that YHVH lied to them. Even 
so, we should not forget the words in the prayer of Moses in Psalm 90: 4, that a thousand years is like one 
day to YHVH, also witnessed in second Peter 3: 8, in this way: “But do not let this one fact escape your 
notice, beloved, that with YHVH one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 
We read further from Genesis 5: 5 “So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, 
and he died.” So we see that YHVH did not lie to Adam, but Satan was responsible for their fall from grace.   
 
Despite being aware of these facts, most people see Elohim’s instructions to avoid adultery, fornication (pre-
marital sex) and divorce in Exodus 20: 14 and Matthew 5: 27 – 32, as hopelessly outdated. Most believe that 
sex is permissible, as long as it is between consenting adults and as long as they take precautions to prevent 
pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. In addition, because of the lies that many churches teach 
today, many Christians believe that you may do whatever you like, as long as you ‘believe in the name of 
J*e*s*u*s C*h*r*i*s*t’. Without knowing what it means to believe in the real Messiah, these people are totally 
blinded to the good news of the Kingdom of Elohim. Believing in Yahshua, means that we believe in His 
name, namely that He is the salvation of YHVH, which is also the meaning of His name; but it also means that 
we believe in what He taught whilst He was on earth. In addition to magnifying the Torah in Matthew 5, as 
prophesied about Yahshua in Isaiah 42: 21 (KJV), in this way: ‘YHVH is well pleased for his righteousness 
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sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honorable.’, we also read Yahshua’s answer to the lawyer who 
questioned Him in Luke 10: 25 - 28, as follows: ‘And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and put Him to the 
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? (26) And He said to him, “What is written 
in the Law? How does it read to you?”  (27) And he answered and said, “YOU SHALL LOVE YHVH 
YOUR ELOHIM WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
STRENGHT, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” (28) And He 
(Yahshua) said to him, “You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE.” 
 
Apart from eternal life, what other benefits are there in obeying YHVH? What is in it for me? Is it really worth it 
to obey Elohim? You may think that this line of thinking is totally ridiculous, but ask yourself; why don’t all 
people obey the commandments given by YHVH our Elohim? Broken marriages are the cause of a great deal 
of stress, which result in a number of ailments, including weight changes, fatigue, sleeping disorders and 
tension. It is no wonder that divorced people are more likely to suffer from chronic and acute diseases which 
are very costly to human society. However, children are often most affected by the divorce of their parents. 
The majority of economically disadvantaged people are from broken homes.  Homes headed by single 
parents are a leading factor in subsequent criminal activity. To this must be added the cost of legal fees, the 
reduction in productivity and income of divorced parents. It also results in the frequent loss of homes and 
other belongings. Divorce often results in long custody battles with devastating effects on the children. Society 
suffers because we have neglected to treat our partners the way that YHVH intended from the beginning. 
 
A happy marriage by far outweighs the benefits that people think they will get by getting divorced. Most 
human beings desire and need the benefits that come from a stable marriage. We need to return to the way 
that Elohim intended and give marriage the respect that it deserves. Children whose parents are happily 
married are blessed with the ideal environment to grow up in and produce emotionally stable leaders for 
future generations. It is so sad to see that not everyone is willing to follow Scriptural principles promoting 
happy marriages and how to avoid divorce. There are many warnings against adultery in the Scriptures. One 
such warning appears in Proverbs 6: 32, as follows: ‘The one who commits adultery with a woman is 
lacking sense; he who would destroy himself does it.’  We should also be mindful of what Rav Shaul said 
about immoral sexual relationships in 1 Corinthians 6: 9 – 18, as follows: ‘Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of Elohim? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, (10) nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of Elohim. (11) And such were some 
of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Master 
Yahshua Messiah, and in the Spirit of Elohim. (12) All things are lawful for me, but not all things are 
profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. (We may drink wine and 
even whiskey, but we should never get drunk)  (13) Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; 
but Elohim will do away with both of them. (We should also not be gluttons – even during the Feast) Yet 
the body is not for immorality, but for the Master; and the Master is for the body. (14) Now Elohim has 
not only raised the Master, but will also raise us up through His power. (15) Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Messiah? Shall I then take away the members of Messiah and make them 
members of a harlot? May it never be! (16) Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a 
harlot is one body with her? For He says, “THE TWO WILL BECOME ONE FLESH.” (17) But the one 
who joins himself to the Master is one spirit with Him. (18) Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man 
commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.’ 
 
To understand what further benefits there are to be had by obeying YHVH our Elohim, we need to consider 
the blessings and the curses recorded for us in Deuteronomy 28.  We start by reading from  Deuteronomy 28: 
1, in this way: “Now it shall be, if you will diligently obey YHVH your Elohim, being careful to do all His 
commandments which I command you today, YHVH your Elohim will set you high above all the 
nations of the earth.” The next 13 verses specify the blessings which we will receive, by obeying all the 
commandments that YHVH gave us through Moses, as follows: (2) “And all these blessings shall come 
upon you and overtake you, if you will obey YHVH your Elohim. (3) Blessed shall you be in the city, 
and blessed shall you be in the country. (4) Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the 
produce of your ground and the offspring of your beast, the increase of your heard and the young of 
your flock. (5) Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. (6) Blessed shall you be when 
you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. (7) YHVH will cause your enemies who rise 
up against you to be defeated before you; they shall come against you one way and shall flee before 
you seven ways. (8) YHVH will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put 
your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which YHVH your Elohim gives you. (9) YHVH will 
establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will keep the commandments of 
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YHVH your Elohim, and walk in His ways. (10) So all the people of the earth shall see that you are 
called by the name of YHVH; and they shall be afraid of you. (11) And YHVH will make you abound in 
prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your beast and in the produce of your 
ground, in the land which YHVH swore to your fathers to give you. (12) YHVH will open for you His 
good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your 
hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. (13) And YHVH shall make you 
the head and not the tail, and you only shall be above and not underneath (meaning you shall be in 
control, and not be controlled), if you will listen to the commandments of YHVH your Elohim, which I 
charge you today, to observe them carefully, (14) and do not turn aside from any of the words which I 
command you today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.’ These blessings 
should be enough to get most human beings to obey YHVH our Elohim, but because Christianity teach that 
the harsh commandments of YHVH have been done away with by the false Messiah they call J*e*s*u*s, most 
wouldn’t even consider reading the Torah, let alone obey it. 
  
Continuing in Deuteronomy 28 from verse 15 onward, we see that there are 54 verses in which the curses are 
given that will befall us if we do not obey the commandments of Elohim. The curses in Deuteronomy 28 are 
like a nightmare, but because most of the people in the world are disobedient to the teachings of Elohim, we 
see how most of these diseases are occurring amongst our people, some of which are listed in verse 27 
(KJV), in this way: ‘YHVH will smite thee with the botch (boils) of Egypt, and with the emerods 
(hemorrhoids), and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst be healed.’ From reading the 
blessings and the curses in Deuteronomy 28, we see that when those who are blessed, they are blessed 
everywhere they go and in everything they do. The curses likewise, imply that those who are cursed are 
cursed everywhere they go and in everything they do. 
  
That it is why we should keep away from religious leaders and others who teach that their savior did away 
with the Torah. This is confirmed in verse 58 & 59 of Deuteronomy 28, as follows: ‘If you are not careful to 
observe all the words of this law which are written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome 
name, YHVH your Elohim, (59) then YHVH will bring extraordinary plagues on you and your 
descendants, even severe and lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses.’ YHVH has 
given us the pattern or way in which He wants us to serve Him in His word. We read accordingly in 
Deuteronomy 4: 1 & 2, “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching 
you to perform, in order that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which YHVH, the 
Elohim of your fathers, is giving you. (2) You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, 
nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of YHVH your Elohim which I command 
you.” These blessings and curses should be motivation enough to get the worst sinner to start obeying 
Elohim’s commandments, but because most believe in a false Messiah, they curse their children and 
themselves, by their non-compliance. We are specifically warned about such false prophets in Deuteronomy 
13: 1 – 3, in this way: “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a 
wonder, (2) and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us 
go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,  (3) you shall not listen to the 
words of the prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for YHVH your Elohim is testing you to find out if you 
love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul.” 
 
We see the end result of these curses being, that Israel will be scattered among the nations. We read about 
this unbearable situation in verse 65 & 66 of Deuteronomy 28, as follows: “And among these nations you 
shall find no rest, and there shall be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but there YHVH will 
give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul. (66) So your life shall hang in doubt 
before you; and you shall be in dread night and day, and shall have no assurance of your life.” There 
are not many holocaust survivors alive today, but I am sure, if it is possible for us to ask one of them who are 
still alive, about their experiences, it will sound a lot like the two verses quoted here.  However, we read a 
prophecy about the coming trouble in verse 14 of Ezekiel 21, as follows: “You therefore, son of man, 
prophesy, and clap your hands together; and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword for 
the slain. It is the sword for the great one slain, which surrounds them.” What is this talking about? It is 
talking about World War 3, and it is saying that the armaments to be used during this coming war will be 
double as much as that used during World War II. People from Judah as well as many of us from the Israelite 
nations will again be put in concentration camps, but what happened during World War 2 will look like a 
Sunday school picnic compared to what is coming. Jeremiah puts it like this in Jeremiah 12: 5, “If you have 
run with footmen and they have tired you out, then how can you compete with horses? If you fall 
down in a land of peace, how will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?” 
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The fact that Yahshua has redeemed us from the curses of the Law, as we read in Galatians 3: 13, has been 
taken out of context and have caused many ignorant and week believers to stumble, by thinking that Rav 
Shaul was contradicting both Torah and what Yahshua said in Matthew 5: 17 – 19. Yes, Yahshua has wiped 
our slate clean of past sins, but, if we continue to sin in the future we will reap what we sow. We read further 
from 1 John 2; 15 – 17, as follows; ‘Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (16) For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and 
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. (17) And 
the world is passing away, and also the lusts; but the one who does the will of Elohim abides forever.’ 
I rest my case. 
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Chapter 33; The final solution! 
 

Even though humans have been trying to solve the problems confronting us, throughout the ages, we have 
not found lasting solutions for even the minutest of problem facing us. Mankind does not know how to 
eradicate poverty, disease, or put an end to starvation, racial conflict and war. It is clear that human beings do 
not have the power, knowledge or wisdom to accomplish what seems to be insurmountable problems, even if, 
most prospective leaders believe that given a chance they will be able to lead their people to Utopia – an 
imaginary place which represents the utmost perfection. The reason is that the real cause of most of our 
problems is of a spiritual nature and cannot be solved by human effort alone. 
 
Despite the fact that the solution to all these seemingly insurmountable problems are contained in our 
Creator’s user manual specifically written for us, namely the Scriptures; most believers believe that two thirds 
of its contents does not apply to them any longer. Almost no one in the world who ever lived or are alive 
today, even think of obtaining guidance from the Word of Elohim. The reason being that most do not respect 
Elohim’s revelation to mankind any longer, and those who do, are generally too afraid of societies’ opinion to 
attempt to implement it. The truth of the matter is that it would require the power and wisdom of a super 
human being to ensure the implementation of Elohim’s will on earth. It is as explained in Isaiah 59: 15 & 16, in 
this way: ‘Yes, truth is lacking; and he who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey. Now YHVH 
saw, and it was displeasing in His sight that there was no justice. (16) And He saw that there was no 
man, and was astonished that there was no one to intercede; then His own arm brought salvation to 
Him; and His righteousness upheld Him.’ 
 
A second witness comes from the first two verses of Psalm 98, as follows: ‘O sing to YHVH a new song, for 
He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy (set-apart) arm have gained the victory for 
Him. (2) YHVH has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the 
nations.’  Yes this is the same great power and outstretched arm that YHVH used to create the heavens and 
the earth, as testified in Jeremiah 32: 17, in this way: ‘Ah YHVH Elohim! Behold, Thou hast made the 
heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for 
Thee.’  But at this point in time very few realize who or what this is talking about. We read fittingly from John 
12: 37 – 41, ‘But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in 
Him; (38) that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, “YHVH, WHO HAS 
BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF YHVH BEEN REVEALED?” (39) For this 
cause they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, (40) “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE 
HARDENED THEIR HEART LEST THEY SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, 
AND BE CONVERTED, AND I HEAL THEM.” (41) These things Isaiah said, because he saw His glory, 
and he spoke of Him

40
.’  This is obviously talking about Yahshua our Messiah and here Isaiah confirms that 

YHVH has blinded the minds of our Jewish brothers at this time, as also explained in Romans 11: 2 – 5; 25 – 
27; and 32, ‘Elohim has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the 
Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with Elohim against Israel? (3) “YHVH, 
THEY HAVE KILLED THY PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN THINE ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM 
LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE.”  (4) But what is the divine response to him? “I HAVE KEPT 
for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL.” (5) In the same 
way then there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to Elohim’s gracious 
choice. (25) For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your 
own estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel (the only ones recognized as Israel at 
this time, meaning the Jews) until the fullness of the Gentiles (those of the lost ten tribes who have lost 
their identity and believed that they were Gentiles) has come in: (26) and thus all Israel (both houses) will 
be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE 
UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” (27) “AND THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY 
THEIR SINS.” (32) For Elohim has shut up all in disobedience, that He might show mercy to all.’ 
 
We read further from 1 Corinthians 1: 22 – 24, ‘For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for 
wisdom; (23) but we preach Messiah crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles 
foolishness, (24) but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks (meaning so-called Gentiles), 
Messiah the power of Elohim and the wisdom of Elohim.’  Despite the fact that this is written clearly here, 
very few understand that Yahshua the visible image of the invisible Elohim is both the power and wisdom of 
Elohim. Those who believe that Yahshua is a second YHVH (such as for example the now defunct World-
wide Church of G-D), taught that the Set-apart Spirit is ‘simply’ the power of Elohim. They used amongst other 
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1 Corinthians 2: 4 & 5, as proof of this erroneous believe, which read as follows: ‘And my message and my 
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
(5) that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of Elohim.’  Having a 
moment ago  read that Yahshua is both the power and wisdom of Elohim, it is easy for us to see their 
mistake, especially if reading the next three verses, in this way: (6) Yet we do speak wisdom among those 
who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing 
away; (7) but we speak Elohim’s wisdom in a mystery; the hidden wisdom, which Elohim predestined 
before the ages to our glory; (8) the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if 
they had understood it, they would not have crucified the master of glory.’  So, the Jews have been 
blinded to the identity of the true Messiah, but there are also Messianic/Nazarene and likeminded believers 
who do not know the true identity of Yahshua the Messiah. It is as we read from 1 Peter 2: 7, ‘This precious 
value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, “THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS 
REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone

41
.’ Even though Christianity say that they believe in 

one G-d, they distinguish between the harsh laws of the Father and the grace given by Messiah (the one they 
refer to as C*h*r*i*s*t*); due to their belief in a so-called Trinity. 
 
But to us, Elohim came in the flesh as Yahshua our Messiah, specifically to reconcile us back to Himself. 
Once the fullness of the lost ten tribes has come in, then both houses of Israel will be saved. Yahshua is the 
power and wisdom of Elohim who will ensure the implementation of Elohim’s will here on earth, as it is in 
heaven. When Yahshua came to Galilee preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of Elohim, He was simply 
continuing the message preached by the prophets in the Tanach. In fact Yahshua told His disciples in a 
parable that He was going to a far country (meaning heaven) to receive the kingdom, after which time He will 
return (as per Luke 19: 12).  When Yahshua returns one day on Yom Teruah, He is coming to rule the world 
from Jerusalem. The Tanach talks about Yahshua’s first and second coming; it also contains information 
about how He will use the Torah to change the world. 
 
We read consequently from Daniel 2: 27 – 44, as follows: ‘Daniel answered before the king and said, “As 
for the mystery about which the kind has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians, nor 
diviners are able to declare it to the king. (28) However, there is an Elohim in heaven who reveals 
mysteries, and he has made known to king Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days. 
This was your dream and the visions in your mind while on your bed. (29) As for you, O king, while on 
your bed your thoughts turned to what would take place in the future; and He who reveals mysteries 
has made known to you what will take place. (30) But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to 
me for any wisdom residing in me more than in any other living man, but for the purpose of making 
the interpretation known to the king, and that you may understand the thoughts of your mind. (31) 
You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large 
and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome. (32) 
The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs 
of bronze, (33) its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. (34) You continued looking until 
a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay, and crushed 
them. (35) Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same 
time, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so 
that  not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and 
filled the whole earth. (36) This was the dream; now we shall tell its interpretation before the king. (37) 
You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the Elohim of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, 
the strength, and the glory; (38) and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the 
birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are 
the head of gold. (39) And after you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third 
kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth. (40) Then there will be a fourth kingdom as 
strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it 
will crush and break all these in pieces. (41) And in that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s 
clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, 
inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay. (42) And as the toes of the feet were partly of 
iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle. (43) And 
in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will combine with one another the seed of 
men; but they will not adhere to one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery. (44) And in 
the days of those kings the Elohim of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, 

                                                           
41

 Or foundation upon the ecclesia or called-out believers, are being built, as we read from 1 Corinthians 3: 11, in this way; 
‘For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Yahshua Messiah.’ 



Sundry sermons III Page 159 
 

and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these 
kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.” 
 
When Yahshua our Messiah returns His government will replace all the existing governments on the earth as 
King David prophesied in Psalm 2: 2 – 9 in this way: ‘The kings of the earth take their stand, and the 
rulers take counsel together against YHVH and against His Anointed (Messiah); (3) Let us tear their 
fetters (restraining chains) apart, and cast away their cords from us! (4) He who sits in the heavens 
laughs, YHVH scoffs at them. (5) Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury: 
(6) “But as for Me I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy (set-apart) mountain. (7) I will surely tell 
of the decree of YHVH: He said to Me, ‘Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee. (8) Ask of Me, 
and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance. And the very ends of the earth as Thy 
possession. (9) Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware.’” 
As King of kings and Master of masters, Yahshua will rule with divine force and make major changes in the 
way nations are governed at this time. We read accordingly from Isaiah 2: 4, ‘And He will judge between 
the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and 
never again will they learn war.’  We read further from Isaiah 11: 4 & 5, about Messiah’s rule, in this way: 
‘But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; 
and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the 
wicked. (5) Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about His 
waist.’ 
 
Messiah will reestablish the nation of Israel as a model nation to the rest of the world. He will gather the 
descendants of the ancient house of Israel from where He has scattered them and join them to the house of 
Judah, so that they will again become the united nation of Israel, as witnessed in Isaiah 11: 11 & 12, as 
follows: ‘Then it will happen on that day that YHVH will again recover the second time with His hand 
the remnant of His people, who will remain, from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, 
Hamath, and from the islands (or coastland) of the sea. (12) And He will lift up a standard for the 
nations, and will assemble the banished ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth.’ Yahshua will rule the united nation of Israel from King David’s throne, as 
YHVH promised David many years ago. At that time He will institute Elohim’s New Covenant with the united 
nation of Israel, as recorded in Jeremiah 31: 33, in this way: “But this is the covenant which I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days,” declares YHVH, “I will put My law within them, and on their 
heart I will write it; and I will be their Elohim, and they shall be My people.”   We also see from Jeremiah 
33: 7 & 8, how Yahshua will accomplish it, as follows: ‘And I will restore the fortunes of Judah and the 
fortunes of Israel, and I will rebuild them as they were at first. (8) And I will cleanse them from all their 
iniquity by which they have sinned against Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities by which they have 
sinned against Me, and by which they have transgressed against Me.”  
 
After having changed Israel into the model nation that YHVH wanted them to be from the time He called them 
out of Egypt, the other nations will see the results of Israel’s obedience to Elohim and will also begin to serve 
and obey Him, as we are told in Isaiah 2: 3, in this way: ‘And many peoples will come and say, “come, let 
us go up to the mountain of YHVH, to the house of Elohim of Jacob; that He may teach us concerning 
His ways, and that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion, and the word of 
YHVH from Jerusalem.’ Yes, as prophesied in Isaiah 42; 21 Yahshua will make the law honorable, as 
follows: ‘YHVH was pleased for His righteousness sake to make the law great and glorious.’ At that time 
all the people alive in the world will respect and obey the Torah commands of YHVH our Elohim and Yahshua 
will restore the world to the condition it was in before Adam and Eve sinned and was expelled from the 
Garden of Eden.  So we see that the restoration of the united nation of Israel will only be the beginning of 
what Yahshua will come to do at His return, as YHVH says in Isaiah 42: 1, in this way: “Behold, My Servant, 
whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring 
forth justice to the nations (or Gentiles).” Yahshua will give these nations a choice, rather than conquering 
them by force, they can change their ways and cooperate with Him to receive the same blessings that they 
will be able to see in Jerusalem and the land of Israel. 
 
If these nations obey and keep the Feast days of Elohim, they will also be blessed, but if they don’t, they will 
not receive any rain, as we read about in Zechariah 14: 16 - 19, as follows; ‘Then it will come about that 
any who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship 
the King, YHVH of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of booths. (17) And it will be that whichever of the 
families of the earth does not go to Jerusalem to worship the King, YHVH of hosts, there will be no 



Sundry sermons III Page 160 
 

rain on them. (18) And if the family of Egypt does not go up or enter, then no rain will fall on them; it 
will be the plague with which YHVH smites the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of 
Booths. (19) This will be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations who do not 
go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.’ 
  
Finally the world will be in the condition we read about in Isaiah 11: 6 – 10, in this way: ‘And the wolf will 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. (7) Also the cow and the bear will graze; their young 
will lie down together; and the lion will eat straw like the ox. (8) And the nursing child will play by the 
hole of the cobra. And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den. (9) They will not hurt or 
destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of YHVH as the waters 
cover the sea. (10) Then it will come about in that day that the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, 
Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious.’  Even though going 
green and using less electricity and fuel will go a long way to save our planet and some money, it is not the 
final solution for the problems facing the world today. 
 
YHVH wants us to understand that the coming Kingdom of Elohim is the only lasting solution to all the 
problems facing the world at this time.  We need to realize that the only way in which we are able to save our 
planet is if we all start obeying Elohim’s Torah. We should also all pray as Yahshua taught us in the model 
prayer in Matthew 6: 9 – 13, as follows: “Pray, then in this way: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy name. (10) Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (11) Give us this 
day our daily bread. (12) And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. (13) And do 
not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amein.” 
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Chapter 34: Do you love Elohim? 
 

What a question? Obviously most of us love Elohim. But, is it sufficient to know or feel that we love Him? Is 
there not more involved, than just knowing or feeling that we love Elohim? Elohim created us to have a loving 
and caring relationship with Him; similar to that of a parent and his/her children. The answer to this question is 
therefore also related to the next questions: How do we show our love to our parents; or to our loved ones 
and our children? What does the word love mean to us? Does saying to someone that you love him or her 
involves more than a warm feeling towards the person at which your affection is aimed? Love towards Elohim 
and our neighbor should be more than a feeling; it should be accompanied by action, such as for example 
doing what is pleasing in His sight. If we love somebody, we will spend time with him or her to get to know him 
or her better.   
 
According to Hebrews 2 YHVH is in the process of bringing many sons to glory, so that eventually we can be 
of the same ‘family’ as we read from verses 10 & 11, in this way: ‘For it was fitting for Him, for whom are 
all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of 
their salvation through sufferings. (11) For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all 
from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren.’  But, the majority of people 
think about this close relationship between Elohim and humankind to be wholly a ‘New Testament’ concept.  
The main reason for such thinking is that the world views love and obedience as two mutually exclusive ideas. 
However, we know that from the beginning YHVH our Elohim was only concerned with giving us what is good 
for us, as per Yahshua’s answer to the lawyer in Luke 10: 25 - 28, as follows: ‘And behold, a certain lawyer 
stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (26) And He 
said to Him, “What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?” (27) And he answered and said, 
“YOU SHALL LOVE YHVH YOUR ELOHIM WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR STRENGHT, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
(28) And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE.”’  
 
We see from the question asked by this lawyer, that eternal life was the issue or concern here. Presently 
mankind is busy learning a vital lesson that should become the foundation of his/her education. After the 
millennium rule of Messiah, when all who ever lived are resurrected to life again, in the Great White Throne 
Judgment, they will get to know that what they were doing; learning that their wisdom resulting in great 
technological advancement; resulted only in social upheaval, misery and ultimately failure; and realize what it 
was like to live without Elohim. Our Creator knows that we cannot live happily forever, unless we first learn 
that our own ways do not work.  It is for this reason that He has called us out of the world to become followers 
of His way, the only way to eternal life and happiness.  Because, each one of us is so self-willed that we are 
only interested in our own way of doing things, we must learn this lesson on our own.  The point is, even 
though YHVH loves each one of us greatly, it does not mean we can continue for all eternity without learning 
the inevitable rejection that we have brought upon ourselves. In addition, whether we believe Elohim’s plan of 
salvation for all mankind, or not; we cannot circumvent it either, as it is happening despite of us.  
 
Like it or not, each and every one of us must find our own way every day; we are required to make our own 
decisions every day, until we die or when Yahshua returns one day. As a result we will suffer because of the 
mistakes and sins of ourselves and others, the same way the other seven billion inhabitants of our planet will 
have to. In this way YHVH is teaching us one all-encompassing lesson; what it is to live without Him. 
However, those who have come to know Him are learning just the opposite lesson; specifically what it is like 
to live with Him in their lives. It is as we read from 1 John 4: 4, in this way: ‘You are from Elohim, little 
children, and have overcome them (the spirits that are not from Elohim); because greater is He who is in 
you than he who is in the world.’     
  
Few people in the world are aware that there are three different types of love. These types of love are best 
described in the Greek language, as follows: At the highest level is ‘Agape’ love: this is love for Elohim, it is a 
total giving love; it means total commitment to YHVH – no matter what. We are not born with Agape love; it is 
acquired by maturity as we read from Romans 5: 5, in this way: ‘And hope does not disappoint, because 
the love of Elohim has been poured out within our hearts through the Set-apart Spirit who was given 
to us.’ We truly show agape love towards our brethren, if we are doing everything in our power to teach them 
the truths that lead to salvation. Next we have ‘Phyla’ love: this is simply brotherly love, friendship and 
companionship. An example of brotherly love is given in John 15: 13, as follows ‘Greater love has no one 
than this that one lay down his life for his friends.’ Finally we have ‘Eros’ love, which is romantic love for 
someone of the opposite gender and needs no explanation. 
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Even so, how does YHVH require us to demonstrate our love to Him?  For the answer we need to turn to the 
Scriptures. Some believe that since we live in the so-called ‘New Testament era’, we are under grace and 
because of this dispensation of grace we are not obliged to keep or rather obeying Elohim’s Torah any longer. 
They believe that we need not be worried about the food we eat, or on which day we rest. In fact, those who 
insist that we live under grace believe that we may do whatever we wish, as long as we believe and love G-d 
in our hearts. But, the Scriptures prove over and over again that loving Elohim and obeying His Torah are 
indisputably connected. In fact it is superbly summarized in Deuteronomy 10: 12 & 13, in this way: “And now, 
Israel, what does YHVH your Elohim require from you, but to fear (or revere) YHVH your Elohim, to 
walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your 
soul, (13) and to keep (YHVH)’s commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today 
for your good?”  Yes, this tells us clearly that we show our love to Elohim by obeying His commandments, 
which He gave for our good. 
 
Satan does not have the power to remove the defenses that YHVH has put in place for our protection. The 
only way that he is able to remove us from our protection is to get us to remove it ourselves. How does Satan 
get us to willingly destroy our defenses against him? Whilst Yahshua lived on earth, Satan came to Him to 
tempt Him by quoting scriptures - he tried tricking Yahshua by twisting and misusing scriptures. Today Satan 
still uses the same tactics; it is by this method that he gets Christians to believe that the Law or Torah was 
nailed to the cross of Calvary. The portion of the Scriptures used by Satan to get people to believe his lie, is 
found in Colossians 2: 14, in this way: ‘having cancelled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees 
against us and which was hostile to us: and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the 
cross.’  Reading this carefully, we realize that it is definitely not saying the Law is nailed to the cross; it is 
simply saying that the certificate of debt – the document of our indebtedness was nailed to the cross. An 
example is that when someone has paid a traffic fine that we received for breaking a traffic law, in our stead. 
This person redeemed us from having to pay the traffic ticket; but, paying the traffic fine did not abolish the 
traffic law as we are even after payment of the fine still required to obey the traffic by-laws applicable in South 
Africa or wherever we live.  
 
There are many scriptures showing that obedience to Elohim’s Torah or teachings places us within His 
protection, one of which is recorded in Deuteronomy 28: 1 – 14, as follows: “Now it shall be, if you will 
diligently obey YHVW your Elohim, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you 
today, YHVH your Elohim will set you high above all the nations of the earth. (2) And all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey YHVH your Elohim. (3) Blessed shall 
you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country. (4) Blessed shall be the offspring of your 
body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd, and 
the young of your flock. (5) Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. (6) Blessed shall 
you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. (7) YHVH will cause your 
enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out against you one way 
and shall flee before you seven ways. (8) YHVH will command the blessing upon you in your barns 
and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which YHVH your Elohim gives 
you. (9) YHVH will establish you as a holy (set-apart) people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will 
keep the commandments of YHVH your Elohim, and walk in His ways. (10) So all the peoples of the 
earth shall see that you are called by the Name of YHVH; and they shall be afraid of you. (11) And 
YHVH will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your 
beast and in the produce of your ground, in the land which YHVH swore to your fathers to give you.  
(12) YHVH will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season 
and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 
(13) And YHVH shall make you the head and not the tail, and you only shall be above, and you shall 
not be underneath, if you will listen to the commandments of YHVH your Elohim, which I charge you 
today, to observe them carefully, (14) and do not turn aside from any of the words which I command 
you today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.” 
 
These first 14 verses of Deuteronomy 28, spell out the blessings that we reap by obeying YHVH our Elohim.  
However, from verse 15 to the end of Deuteronomy 28, we may read about the curses that will befall us if we 
do not obey Elohim’s Torah. The information contained in these verses is exactly what is happening in the 
world right now. We read especially from verses 58 – 61, “If you are not careful to observe all the words 
of this Law which are written in this book, to fear this honored and awesome name, YHVH your 
Elohim, (59) then YHVH will bring extraordinary plagues on you and your descendants, even severe 
and lasting plagues, and miserable and chronic sicknesses. (60) And He will bring back on you all the 
diseases of Egypt of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you. (61) Also every sickness and 



Sundry sermons III Page 163 
 

every plague which, not written in the book of this law, YHVH will bring on you until you are 
destroyed.” It is true that Yahshua redeemed us from the curse of the Law as we read from Galatians 3: 13, 
in this way: ‘Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is 
written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE.”  However, it is important to realize that this 
is talking about the curses due to us because of past sins.  If we continue to break (YHVH)’s commandments 
after our conversion, these curses mentioned in Torah will continue to influence our lives negatively – 
something that even those of us teaching others, sometimes have to learn!  
 
From this it is abundantly clear that keeping (YHVH)’s commandments are for our benefit. Those who teach 
against obedience of Torah are in fact getting us to curse ourselves and our children, as Yahshua taught in 
Matthew 5: 17 – 19, saying: “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law (Torah) or the Prophets. I did 
not come to abolish but to fulfill. (18) For truly, I say to you, until heaven and the earth pass away, not 
the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished. (19) Whoever 
then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven.” Yahshua said that those who keep and teach the commandments of Elohim will be called great 
in the coming Kingdom – what a blessing. 
 
If we therefore consider the tremendous benefits to be had by obeying Torah, it should be easy for us to see 
the sinister motive behind the idea that it is abolished. Who would have this motive for removing the Law, the 
wall of our protection, from Elohim’s people? Who has a vested interest in keeping the majority of the people 
in the world defenseless against his onslaughts? Yes, you’ve guest correctly; it is Satan himself!  This 
certainly gives Satan the edge to have the wall of our defense removed. We know that he is cunning and 
desires to destroy the souls of all human beings. Not only is our protective wall removed, but rejecting the 
written word of the Law, which is a transcript of Elohim’s glory, Satan has caused his prey, to offend their 
Heavenly Protector, so that they may step out of the realm of Elohim’s blessings. Brethren, we need to realize 
that we are engaged in a spiritual battle, the outcome of which can only be determined by ourselves, with the 
help of Elohim.  It is time we heed the warning by Rav Kepha in first Peter 5: 8, in this way: “Be of sober 
spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour.”  
 
We are further warned in Deuteronomy 13: 1 – 4 about false prophets, as follows: “If a prophet or a dreamer 
of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, (2) and the sign or the wonder comes 
true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not 
known) and let us serve them,’ (3) you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams; for YHVH your Elohim is testing you to find out if you love YHVH your Elohim with all your 
heart and with all your soul. (4) You shall follow YHVH your Elohim and fear Him; and you shall keep 
His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.” YHVH is a great teacher, teaching 
all of mankind two vital lessons: One of which is that His kingdom is coming, whether we believe it, or not. 
After His Kingdom has been established on earth, He is going to teach those who did not repent and believe 
in the coming Kingdom of Elohim, that they cannot live without Him in their lives, as explained in 
Deuteronomy 8: 3, as follows: “And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna 
which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man 
does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of YHVH.”  
In addition to teaching us these vitally important lessons, YHVH also expects that once we have learnt what 
Yahshua and those who went before us taught us, that we should teach new believers, as we read from 
Matthew 28: 18 – 20, in this way: ‘And Yahshua came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (19) Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
immersing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Set-apart Spirit, (20) teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”’ We are 
told here, that eventually, after we have been suitably trained, it is incumbent upon us to also immerse new 
believers and to teach them, the things that we have learnt from Yahshua, through His servants. In addition 
we are told in Isaiah 62: 6 that as Nazarene Israelites we are watchmen and should declare to the people of 
Elohim, their transgressions and to Jacob their sins as per Isaiah 58: 1.  
 
Those who teach that contrary to Yahshua who is merciful, YHVH is only interested in strict adherence to His 
Torah are wrong. Throughout the Scriptures we are told that YHVH is a merciful Father and has forgiven our 
past sins, as is also recorded in Psalm 103: 2 – 4 & 12 &13, as follows: ‘Bless YHVH, O my soul, And 
forget none of His benefits; (3) Who pardons all your iniquities; Who heals all your diseases; (4) Who 
redeems your life from the pit; Who crowns you with loving-kindness and compassion. (12) As far as 
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the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us. (13) Just as a father has 
compassion on his children, so YHVH has compassion on those who fear Him.’  There is no difference 
between what YHVH and Yahshua taught – it is as Yahshua confirmed in John 10: 30, saying: “I and the 
Father are one.” 
 
We conclude by reading Yahshua’s words to Kepha (Simon Peter), prior to His ascension to heaven in John 
21: 15 – 17, in this way: ‘So when they had finished breakfast, Yahshua said to Simon Peter, “Simon 
son of John, do you love Me more than these? (Meaning the other disciples) He said to Him, “Yes, 
Master; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My lambs.” (16) He said to him again a 
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Master; You know that I 
love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” (17) He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” 
And he said to Him, “Master, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Yahshua said to him, 
“Tend My sheep.”’  In asking Kepha if he loved Him three times, Yahshua wanted him to understand that He 
requires an unswerving devotion from him. The message to each one of us is that Yahshua demands total 
commitment from His followers. The reference to feeding and tending His sheep, serves as a reminder that 
the primary duty of a disciple of Yahshua the Messiah is to become like his teacher, after a reasonable period 
of training. Each one of us who have gone through at least three and a half years of theoretical training by a 
teacher who have gone through the same discipleship program ordained by Messiah Himself, should after 
having practiced Torah (attending weekly and annual Sabbath services, eating only kosher foods, wearing 
tzitzit, etc.) for about the same period of time, be able to teach and assist in proclaiming the good news about 
the coming Kingdom of Elohim into the entire world. Think about it!  
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